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The RIAS would like to thank its members for their
continued support during this difficult period.
We understand that all of our members are experiencing a hugely uncertain time. Many
architects have lost income and work, and many have been furloughed.
Right now RIAS is developing its business to be focused on being fit and relevant for the future:
a future determined by the environmental threats and the social and economic realities of
Climate Change, as much as the more immediate impacts of Covid-19.
We are improving our communications so that Members understand more about and be
involved in the ongoing work of our working groups and committees. We are also working with
the regional Chapters to help ‘join up’ their work for greater impact.

The RIAS Strategy ‘Creating Space
for Inspiring Conversations’ seeks
to open up this dialogue
There are a range of ways you can join
the Conversations: with your Chapters,
many of which host practitioner
networks, help with local events,
sharing your expertise via CPD or
by contributing to discussions on
sustainability, education, conservation
or procurement.

For Covid-19 Information

And generally...

Contact the Chapters or visit the RIAS
website for Covid-19 resources
– latest news, Q&A, advice for
businesses and employees and how
to manage wellbeing.

Keep in touch via the website or
membership bulletin for information
about all the services available to
members and practices or contact the
RIAS team.

www.rias.org.uk
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INFORMATION
Knauf AMF is now the place
for Armstrong Metal Ceilings,
Mesh Metal Ceilings, Metal
Canopies and Metal Baffles
in the UK and Ireland.

portfolio.knaufamf.com

0191 518 8600

Knauf AMF is now exclusively the
place to find the iconic, superbly
engineered portfolio of Armstrong
metal ranges in UK and Ireland –
for both new and existing projects.
Metal is versatile, durable, almost
maintenance free and really packs a
visual punch. It also works really well with
the company’s other ranges, including
Heradesign and mineral tiles. They see it as
a natural progression in their aim to offer
the most innovative and comprehensive
range of aesthetically-led, acoustic ceiling
and wall solutions for any interior.

“Until now our presence in
metal ceilings has been modest.
The addition of Armstrong’s metal
portfolio will enable us to grow
in this exciting area. Customers
will experience the specification
expertise and project support
they expect, but with the added
integration and convenience of
a single-stop solution provider.
Knauf AMF with Armstrong metal
promises to be a game-changer.”
Peter Symons, UK Commercial Director
Knauf AMF.

Armstrong Metal Ceilings
Armstrong can trace its origins back
150-years. In the late twentieth Century
and more recently the brand’s metal
systems have proved very desirable among
discerning specifers looking for that winning
combination of timeless style and durability.
The Metal Ceiling Market
Traditionally the choice for prestigious
corporate headquarters and transport hubs,
such as airports and railway termini, the
popularity of metal ceilings is growing in
every sector, including retail, healthcare
education and leisure. Metal scores highly
in terms of sustainability, humidity and
hygiene. It can also deliver outstanding
sound control using a variety of surface
designs with specialist infills.
Aside from its versatility and ability to
add a ‘wow’ factor to any interior, metal
represents a wise long-term investment
with a very long product life and is largely
insensitive to environmental conditions.
Demounting for maintenance and access
to services is quick and easy. Metal ceilings
enable problem-free cleaning and are
excellent for use in areas with specific
technical requirements due to the variety of
coatings and installation options available.

Availability
It is business as usual for those looking
to specify from the Armstrong metal
portfolio. For more information or to
discuss a new or existing project, please
contact the team on 0191 518 8600
or visit: portfolio.knaufamf.com

From the President of the RIAS

© Malcolm Cochrane

Robin Webster OBE PRIAS RIBA

From the President of the RIAS

Thanks and stay safe
My thanks to Jocelyn Cunliffe, who has

I am aware of a number of architects who

to step up!). Please get in touch with Karen

edited this issue of the RIAS Quarterly. It

have been helping to facilitate the supply of

Stevenson (secretary@rias.org.uk) who will

shows a number of excellent examples of the

materials and production of personal protection

advise you regarding where you can help.

conservation and re-purposing of buildings,

equipment for hospitals and care homes from

I hope all members will keep safe, and that

which is what is required if we are to reduce

schools, colleges and manufacturers. There

we will eventually emerge from this pandemic

the construction industry’s huge carbon deficit.

are designs out there that do not require a 3D

with new hope and the energy to seize new

The embodied energy in construction must

manufacturing facility and I would encourage

opportunities.

be regulated if we are to meet the climate

everyone to check what is going on in their

challenge, to balance when a conversion

area and see if they can help.

costs more than new build in purely financial

I will demit office as President in June

terms. The removal of VAT on work to existing

and this is therefore my last contribution to

buildings is an essential first step to create a

this column. I would like to thank everyone

more level playing field and I believe that the

for their support, and in particular those

Robin Webster OBE PRIAS RIBA

Government may be considering this at last.

members of committees and Council who are

President, RIAS

These are challenging times, and I realise

keeping the Incorporation’s business going.

that many architects are currently facing a

I especially wish to thank the staff for their

bleak future. The Incorporation is in touch with

efforts to maintain advice to members and

the Scottish Government regarding this, and

plans for future events in this very uncertain

while there is not a great deal that can be done

time, including those responsible for getting

where clients find their business failing and

this issue of the RIAS Quarterly published.

their building funds depleted, we are hopeful

I would like to encourage all members to

that in the longer term we are going to see

consider how they might be able to help the

some significant improvements in terms of

Incorporation by offering to serve on one of

public procurement.

its committees. This is where the RIAS really

We should do our best to see what

does vital work on behalf of the profession.

opportunities this challenging time might

Please consider if you could spare some

offer in terms of doing things differently. On

time in the monitoring of planning laws

8th April I chaired a Council meeting which

and building regulations, or in improving

was run on “Zoom”, and in many ways it was

architectural education, or addressing the

actually easier than usual (when Council meets

climate emergency, or in revising our own bye-

at Rutland Square, some members try to take

laws and governance. This need not take up a

part virtually, and appear on a large screen, but

lot of your time, but your contribution would

they are at a disadvantage to those in the room,

be very helpful and you will certainly learn a

whereas with “Zoom” everyone is equal).

lot (younger members in particular are invited
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“These are
challenging times,
and I realise that
many architects
are currently facing
a bleak future.”
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From the Guest Editor

© Michael Cunliffe

Jocelyn Cunliffe FRIAS RIBA

From the Guest Editor, Jocelyn Cunliffe

Conservation challenges in a
changing world
The theme of this edition of the RIAS Quarterly

Heritage Conservation through Climate Action.

represent ‘embodied carbon’ and keeping and

is conservation and re-purposing and the

Ross Cameron, an outwith member of the RIAS,

re-using existing buildings retains layers of

contributors have responded to the challenges

has been involved in a major and innovative

history and avoids the release of greenhouse

of conservation in a variety of ways. The front

re-purposing project in Boston, USA. Steve

gas emissions during demolitions and re-

cover may surprise you. It is a photograph of

Newsom has written an Afterword, looking

construction.

the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa

at conservation projects in Alloa and how

in Cape Town by Heatherwick Studio. I have

buildings have been re-purposed. Mia Scott has

requires

to confess we arrived outside the building, a

described the transformation of an anti-aircraft

understanding of principles informed by

former grain silo, shortly before closing time

establishment built during the Cold War to a

experience and knowledge, be exercised when

with no time to do other than peer inside; that

museum. Richard Atkins uses some numbers to

decisions are made. We are facing a shift away

we didn’t see more is one of my travel regrets.

The conservation of historic buildings
that

judgement,

based

on

an

demonstrate that the climate emergency has

from conserving buildings for reasons of their

We start with contributions from the

re-emphasised the need to consider energy and

significance to conserving and re-purposing as

Chapters; the Presidents were asked to write

carbon both in use as well as that embedded

a response to the climate emergency.

about their favourite building or buildings

as a result of our design interventions. Euan

As Fiona MacDonald writes in her final

in their Chapter area (not one of their own

Leitch provides an up-date on the tenement

paragraph ‘The real challenge for us today,

projects) which has been conserved or re-

maintenance campaign.

to meet the needs of tomorrow, will be to

purposed, or an alternative approach could

When Covid-19 measures begin to be

carefully balance the respect for traditional

be related to conservation areas, town centres

lifted we may find we never return to the old

values, which are inherently sustainable,

and buildings which are at risk. Ben Rainger,

‘normal’. Perhaps fewer aircraft will fly and

at the same time as adopting new and

in Conservation: we need to talk about Retrofit

fewer tourists will come. We may hope that

innovative approaches’. We should make use

took a different approach and he shows that

Government would see investment in heritage

of modern technology but, as James Simpson

retrofitting provides an opportunity to deliver

as cash generating if it speeds up the return of

has suggested elsewhere, develop new ways

significant carbon savings through reuse as

tourism, but that cannot be relied upon and

of building which are not massively resource

well as the potential to create new highly

one can question that as a reason for investing

extravagant and carbon emitting; traditional

skilled construction jobs. This is the theme of

in built heritage. Maybe we will find that

building was resource economical and near

several writers.

Airbnb flats return to owner occupation or

carbon-neutral, unlike the cement, concrete,

long-term tenancies.

steel and plastic of modern construction. Many

Carl

Elefante,

the

originator

of

the

challenges lie ahead.

expression ‘the greenest building is the

My hope is that architects will take to heart

building you already have’ was in Edinburgh

and recognise the importance of working with

Jocelyn Cunliffe FRIAS RIBA

in October 2019 to take part in the Climate

existing buildings, maintaining, conserving,

Gray, Marshall and Associates

Heritage Network Global Launch. I was not at

adapting, rehabilitating and re-purposing to

the launch but several people had commented

new uses. Existing buildings should be treated

on his analysis relating to the re-use of structural

as assets and resources for growth. We should

steel in the retro-fit of skyscrapers. He has

work within our towns and cities before we

written a thought-provoking contribution on

build on greenfield sites. Existing buildings
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Aberdeen Society of Architects / www.aberdeenarchitects.org /

Aberdeen
Church to bar; farm steading to house; to me, these are
the stereotypical historic-building-re-purposing within our
Chapter area. There are an abundance and variety of these,
all done to varying degrees of success, architecturally and
socially. The recently completed renovation and re-purposing
of the former Robert Gordon University building at St.
Andrew Street, however, is a renovation and re-purposing
which I think can be seen as a success, both architecturally
and socially, and it is none of the four stereotypical uses
already mentioned.
The Robert Gordon University made the decision to
relocate all its facilities to the Garthdee area of Aberdeen,
accompanying the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture
and Gray’s School of Art, which have been located at Garthdee
for decades. The relocation meant that large buildings within
the city centre became redundant, including the building
occupying the whole city block between St. Andrew Street,
John Street and Charlotte Street.
My experience of the original building was limited to the
cattle-mart-like experience of matriculation in 2001. Since
the building reopened as a hotel, I have visited several times,
the most recent being for the ASA Annual Dinner and Design
Awards, which were held in the new ballroom.
The building externally is very much in keeping with
some Aberdeen stereotypes, grey granite, paired-back neoclassical styling, and very much unchanged from the RGU
building which has sat prominent and unassuming at one
of the busiest routes through the city centre. But the new
lighting and windows on the façade hint at the changes
which have occurred internally.
Beyond the threshold on St. Andrew Street is a modern,

coloured Perspex umbrellas, suspended overhead, delighting

Above

in the Scottish climate.

Coloured perspex
umbrellas

bright, playful and welcoming hotel lobby, a stark contrast to

The form of the building is ideal for conversion to a

the solid massing of the grey city block. The designers have

hotel. The façade forms a continuous city block with 80m

retained the tiled entrance hall and classically proportioned

long elevations on four sides and internal courtyard spaces.

arches but have exposed the grey granite and functional

The neo-classical styling of the façade means that there

red brick which form the arches. These are then playfully

is a rhythm of openings that is ideally suited for the new

contrasted with colours and textures of timber panelling,

use as a hotel with cellular rooms all having a view to the

luxurious wall coverings, cow-skin patterned seating and

surrounding streets. Infilling part of the courtyard allows

8
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Above
ASA Award winners,
2020
© Neal Murray

Left
Awards Dinner, hotel
entrance
© Neal Murray

“Beyond the
threshold on St.
for service accommodation and the large ballroom, which

Aberdeen Art Gallery), but also due to the sensible renovation

Andrew Street

could have been a bulky object in the cityscape but is easily

and re-purposing of a prominent building in a city that is

is a modern,

hidden behind the three-storey exterior. The courtyard is

now looking beyond the economic powerhouse of the oil

bright, playful

also utilised for off-street parking, accessed through minimal

industry to sustainability, tourism and culture.

and welcoming

2.4m wide openings in the façade.

Richard Slater RIAS RIBA

hotel lobby, a

President, ASA

stark contrast to

The building seems to have become part of a cultural
shift in the city, partly due to timing (with an oil industry

the solid massing

downturn, and re-focussing on art and tourism) and location

of the grey city

(just yards from the recently renovated and reopened

block.”
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Dundee Institute of Architects / www.diadundee.wordpress.com /

Dundee

In my opinion we are spoilt for choice in the

“Verdant Works” as it’s known locally by James

financially or being considered contrary to Local

DIA Chapter area when it comes to buildings

F Stephen Architects based in Glamis, Angus.

Development Plan Policies. The Conservation

that have been conserved or repurposed. There

I believe the Verdant Works Project
epitomises

in

physical deterioration of the building fabric

Galleries, The Byre Theatre, Waters Edge,

conservation architecture at the highest level.

accelerated at an alarming pace to the extent

Perth Theatre, Carnegie Library and Galleries,

The completed project, which appears to have

that the process of self-collapse had started,

Dundee Contemporary Arts Centre and The DC

been stacked against all odds, is the result of

and the prospect of demolition became a very

Thomson Building to name but a few. When

some thirteen years of collaboration between

realistic threat resulting in it being placed on

asked to write about my favourite building that

James F Stephen Architects and Dundee

Scotland’s Buildings at Risk Register.

had been conserved or repurposed, I thought

Industrial Heritage to try to find a viable

In a final attempt to save this nationally

long and hard and then asked my two children

alternative use that would secure a sustainable

important heritage asset, the conservation

(six and eleven years old) what their favourite

future for this nationally important category A

architect

“old building” in Dundee was. All three of us

listed building dating from 1833.

controversial concept of removing the defective

were unanimous in our choice!

excellence

and

innovation

deficit was very significant in all cases. The

are many fine examples such as The McManus

developed

the

potentially

Every conceivable potential alternative

secondary timber floor structures from the

The High Mill Open Gallery Project: Verdant

use was considered and tested through design

interior of the building and not replacing them.

Works Industrial Museum, Dundee or simply

study exercises, however, none proved viable

This simple approach exposes the three-storey

10
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Opposite page
High Mill attic before
work, July 2014
© Jim Burns

Left
High Mill at night for an
event
©Erika Stevenson

Below far left
Glazed Alley, Verdant
Works
© GSR Photographic

Below left
High Mill attic viewing
platform
© GSR Photographic

internal cast iron and primary timber structural

was never going to be a realistic option, a

activities engaging diverse audiences from

frame and creates a full-height cathedral–like

clever “Alternative to Guidance Approach”

within the city and further afield.

space with visitors being able to access small

to compliance has been adopted allowing

It comes as no surprise to learn that

open viewing galleries and exhibitions within

modern interventions to have been sensitively

this successful project was considered to

the upper levels of this magnificent volume.

designed to sit quite happily alongside the

be exemplar by one of the principal grant

raw original industrial aesthetic quality of the

funding bodies and that it has previously been

historic building.

the recipient of a RIAS/Historic Environment

The overall architectural approach that
has been adopted to the repair, conservation
and adaptive re-use of the category A listed

Most importantly, it is very pleasing

Scotland Conservation and Climate Change

building has been extended within the co-

to learn that a major conservation project

Award, National Civic Trust Commendation

ordinated designs for graphic illustration,

such as this has been successfully planned,

and a Dundee Institute of Architects Rehab /

interpretation and exhibition design. The end

completed to a high-quality standard, on time

Rejuvenation Award.

result is a seamless integration between both

and within the allocated £1.64 million budget.

Jon Frullani RIAS RIBA

design disciplines with one harmoniously

This innovative project has created a new

President, DIA

complimenting the other.

and valuable community resource within a

Although
requirements

full
of

compliance
the

Building

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

with

the

unique environment where a wide variety of

Standards

groups can meet to take part in heritage-based
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Edinburgh Architectural Association / www.eaa.org.uk /

Edinburgh
The preservation of our valuable built environment is made

country. This is even more important as Local Authorities set

all the more complicated by the Climate Emergency. RICS

even more ambitious climate targets.

“A strategy should
be developed

estimates that 70% of existing buildings will still be here

One of the most significant tools required to achieve

to facilitate the

in 2050 when we should have achieved net zero carbon

this is the reduction in VAT on refurbishments to level the

retention of the

emissions. As well as decarbonising the energy grid there

playing field with that of new builds. Government planning

local character

need to be moves to improve the energy efficiency of

policy should work hand in hand with this to prioritise the

while achieving

buildings. This is a particular problem for historic buildings,

retention of existing buildings to reduce the carbon emission

the necessary

especially if they are listed, in conservation areas or a world

associated with the demolition of our existing infrastructure

reduction

heritage site, such as in Edinburgh.

and replacement with new buildings. Retrofitting provides

in carbon

Currently only about 0.5-1% of our buildings are

an opportunity to deliver significant carbon savings through

emissions.”

renovated annually. A significant increase in the rate of

re-use as well as the potential to create new highly skilled

existing building energy efficiency renovations along with

construction jobs.

the generation and procurement of renewable energy is

Removing the 20% VAT penalty for retaining an

required to meet emissions reductions targets set by the

existing building opens up opportunities and encourages

Paris Agreement and be zero carbon by 2050.

the consideration of retrofit first instead of the incentive

Conservation and energy efficiency measures will

to demolish and replace. The evolution of Victorian and

need to work together, along with the government, which

Georgian properties from homes to offices and beyond

needs to develop a national infrastructure policy with

demonstrates their adaptability. As architects we have the

appropriate long-term investment that takes account of the

skills to enable and support this change of approach.

particular issues of dealing with listed and other significant

We also require a policy structure that protects existing

buildings and buildings in conservation areas, where it isn’t

buildings, stopping owners from letting them fall into ruin

appropriate or suitable to over-clad with rendered insulation

as a development strategy and placing a responsibility on

and the retention of original features is important. A strategy

the owner, whilst providing the infrastructure to support

should be developed to facilitate the retention of the local

repairs, upgrades and retrofitting. We need to look at the

character while achieving the necessary reduction in carbon

adaptability of our building stock, to see the potential. This

emissions.

benefits not just the environment, but society. It enables

Energy Efficient Scotland (EES) have set out a route map,

existing communities to remain in-situ and be part of

published in May 2018, to achieve nearly zero carbon by

the change. Successful retrofit examples show us that it is

2050. However, in relation to the new Scottish Government

possible to conserve our built heritage, whilst adapting

Climate Change target of 2045, this does not go far enough

the envelope to meet today’s needs and reduce carbon

and does not appropriately cover the conservation and

emissions.

upgrading of existing buildings. The policy needs to support

Please support the AJ RetroFirst campaign https://www.

building owners to deliver the necessary upgrades and

architectsjournal.co.uk/news/retrofirst

energy efficiency improvements. We cannot wait for last

Ben Rainger RIAS RIBA

minute poorly executed home improvements upon sale of

President, EAA

properties but need a comprehensive coordinated strategy
to improve and conserve our building stock across the

12
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Clockwise from top
left
RetroFirst logo
© AJ

Edinburgh Castle
© Ben Rainger

Neues Museum, Berlin
© Ben Rainger

RetroFirst poster
© AJ

Comely Bank Avenue
tenements
© Ben Rainger
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Glasgow Institute of Architects / www.gia.org.uk /

Glasgow

This is impossible. How can I choose a single historic building

its fluid folding forms creating a rich series of organic spaces,

as my favourite in the Chapter? I am very lucky to be the

evoking a sentiment of surprise and awe.

“… there are very
few buildings in
the world that

President of the Glasgow Institute of Architects, since there

Nevertheless, and after a lot of thought, there are

are plenty of fantastic architectural masterpieces that are in

very few buildings in the world that have the capacity

have the capacity

dire need of both appreciation and recognition nearby.

to take your breath away. St Peter’s Seminary in Cardross

to take your

My first thought was Glasgow’s Egyptian Halls; the

is undoubtedly one of them. I was very lucky to see it

breath away. St

category A listed Union Street landmark was one of 14

completely transformed by art and lighting at the official

Peter’s Seminary

European heritage sites shortlisted for the seven Most

launch of Scotland’s Festival of Architecture 2016. Set in one

in Cardross is

Endangered List by Europa Nostra amid fears it could soon

of Scotland’s most important modernist buildings for the

undoubtedly one

be beyond repair. Sadly, it did not make it into the final

first time in thirty years, Hinterland was a performance by

of them.”

seven announced on 24 March. The Egyptian Halls, designed

Glasgow-based arts organisation NVA. When I entered the lit

by Alexander “Greek” Thomson, have been vacant for 40

graffiti covered ruin only one word came out…wow!

years and covered in scaffolding for a decade. Talking about

After the tragic history of abandonment in the 1980s,

scaffolding, my next thought was for the Glasgow School of

the huge effort of NVA to give it a sustainable purpose is

Art; one of the reasons I came to Scotland was to study at

once again under threat. Designed in 1958 by Gillespie,

the Mackintosh School of Architecture where I now teach,

Kidd and Coia (which included Glasgow-based architects

but this is too painful, and it is already an immensely loved

Andy MacMillan and Isi Metzstein), the seminary is a great

building, so back to the drawing board.

example of Scottish modernist brutalist architecture. It was

There have also been several very good examples of

awarded a RIBA gold medal and it is one of a very small list

projects that have been both conserved or repurposed in an

of post-war buildings in the Glasgow Institute of Architects

interesting way and because of that have deserved winning

Chapter area to be listed category A, a category reserved for

a GIA Design Award. An example is Mackintosh at the Willow

buildings of special architectural or historic interest which

in 2018 by Simpson & Brown, where the judges commended

are outstanding examples of a particular period, style or

the meticulous approach to craftsmanship and the careful

building type.

restoration of Mackintosh’s tearooms and its tenement
neighbour.

The passing of time has transformed St Peter’s into a
ruin, an architectural ever-changing work of art and one

In 2017 Ruins Studio by Lily Jencks Studio + Nathanial

that now more than ever needs to be remembered. I hope

Dorent + Savills won the Supreme Award. On the face of it,

my little contribution has reminded you of this little gem

this is a simple black house set amongst the stone fragments

before it’s too late.

of derelict ruins of a small 19th Century farm in Southern

Isabel Garriga RIAS RIBA

Scotland. By contrast, internally it is a tour de force through

President, GIA

14
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Above
Hinterland at St Peter’s
Seminary, Cardross –
Gillespie, Kidd & Coia
© Isabel Garriga

Right
Ruins Studio – Lily
Jencks Studio,
Nathanial Dorent, Savills
© David Gardner

Far right
Mackintosh at the
Willow – Simpson &
Brown Architects
© Alexander Fraser
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Inverness Architectural Association / www.highlandarchitects.org /

Inverness
Left
Garenin preconservation
© Stuart Bagshaw

The Outer Hebrides is a small place and during the period I

the then Local Authority wanted the site cleared. Professor

have been here (since the mid-70s) I have taken a great deal

Andy Macmillan brought his students up to do measured

of interest in the built environment and have tried to fight for

drawings, but these are just a record of the extent. Eventually

the retention and preservation of the vernacular buildings

a scheme was put in place to renovate the village.

and the traditional skills which enabled them to be built. It
has been an uphill struggle and has failed on many fronts.
I was reminiscing about a settlement in South Uist
which, in the 1970s, was just thatched buildings and very
little interventions. I dared to suggest that it become a
conservation area. I was laughed at and nearly lost my job!

Little was known at the time or appreciated about the
“Blackhouse” or how they were the perfect “green machine”
for living in (very apt in these times of environmental
emergency).
A few facts: the traditional Lewis byre dwelling was
generally about 25 metres long and preferably had a slope

The houses on the remotest islands – Eriskay, Berneray

of approximately 2 metres. The walls were over 1 metre thick

and to some extent Barra – had their own identities with

with sharp stones set in the clay and large boulders over.

“The houses on the

the croft houses being painted with spare paint from the

Early houses were built with field stones and later ones had

remotest islands –

fishing boats. Hence a myriad of colours never normally put

stones quarried by fire. The wall core was deliberately kept

Eriskay, Berneray

together, but they worked, created identity and reinforced

moist by the roof which was set onto the wall-head.

and to some
extent Barra –

place. The house forms were typical, although idiosyncratic,

The roof over the dwelling part was thatched with

as each house followed the ‘Penny Plan’ layout but were

bere (barley straw). This was described by Bruce Walker as

had their own

built using whatever materials were available or coming off

being applied using the “scatter method”. Inferior materials

identities with

the boat at that time. The Local Authority then brought in

including potato fronds were used over the lower end of the

the croft houses

“Improvement Grants”. Part of the conditions for these was

byre dwelling.

raising the wall-head or creating a box dormer or adding

being painted

The floor was paddled clay, paddled by 20 or so sheep

with spare paint

left in for a day then laid to falls with drainage channels, etc

from the fishing

Vatersay was already damaged when I arrived, with

formed. The lower gable was sacrificial so the manure etc

boats. Hence, a

a cluster of Scandinavian Kit Houses in the centre of the

that built up over winter could be cleared. The hearth was

myriad of colours,

dispersed settlement of Vatersay “village”. This cluster was

clay with grog, so it fired and became structural. The hinges

never normally

surrounded by a stockproof fence, then a ring of derelict

were wooden, with dowels wrapped with lambswool which

put together but

cars, tractors and equipment and that, in turn, meant empty

lubricated the hinges.

they worked,

porridge (roughcast) to the exterior. The identity was lost!

houses which were falling into disrepair.

The damp walls kept the draughts out, the bare thatch

created identity

Garenin Blackhouse Village in Lewis was different, the

was saturated with the peat smoke and so became a better

and reinforced

last residents moving out in the 1960s. Many members of

top dressing for the potato crop. The livestock were at the low

place.”
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Right
Garenin
© Stuart Bagshaw

Far right
Downpipe
© Stuart Bagshaw

Below
Doors and concrete
canopy
© Stuart Bagshaw

end and provided heating; their urine contained ammonia

came from, but this technology came into Stornoway and to

so, therefore, kept disease at bay.

many rural houses.

There is a lot more, but all this is largely forgotten.

The merchants’ houses in Stornoway adopted concrete

Garenin was designated a Conservation Area in 1976 and was

for the ground, pillars, porticos, garden walls, copes, gate

renovated, with only one or two buildings sympathetically

posts, etc as the granite was hard to work. With this they

restored. The rest were bulldozed and replace with modern

developed their own styles and were symbolic of how they

replicas with poor and inappropriate details.

made their fortunes. Cast iron railings survive but little or

We should be searching for how the buildings were

no respect was given to our heritage as cast iron gutters,

really put together; everything had a reason and could be

ornate bracketing and downpipes were removed from our

recycled or re-used. There is surely much to be learned.

buildings and plastic windows, gutters and doors became

Byre dwellings were part of the evolution of a house

the norm.

with its roots firmly in its ancestors, but later houses were

We need to stop this and build places that respect

developed by the landowners and/or influenced by the

our heritage and most of all, reinforce a sense of place by

respective sanitary inspectors.

relating to the communities, learn about sustainability from

Later, typical house plans were laid down by the estates
with a series of priorities given to the building materials

the ground up and fully understand the evolution of the
island’s-built heritage.

with corrugated iron, for walls and roof, thatch and stone,

Finally, a question I have asked many times: Why do we

corrugated iron and stone, stone and slate or mass concrete

build with concrete blocks? If you apply an energy equation

walls with diamond asbestos queens on the roof. The plans

– you take a rock, transport it, squash it, stick it back together

developed, from the entrance in the centre with scullery

in a different shape, transport it then build with it. Why?

behind, to the 1½ storey of the late 1800s and the penny

Because you haven’t the skill to build a stone wall!

plans of the later years.

In summary – we should learn from the past, research,

Few, if any, are protected. There are few left yet they

maintain and develop traditional skills and achieve

are key, along with the pattern of lazy beds and farming

sustainability by learning to care about everything around

methods to the landscape and heritage of the islands.

us and create minimum impact.

The small towns suffer the same fate. Stornoway is a
Conservation Area. Lady Matheson had commissioned a

Stuart Bagshaw FRIAS RIBA
President, IAA (Highlands and Islands Chapter)

mass poured concrete sporting lodge in Uig in the mid
1800’s. No one has found out where the Portland cement
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Stirling Society of Architects / www.s-s-a.co.uk /

Stirling
“Many buildings

Mention Stirling and the term conservation, and you may

It is not to say Stirling is unique in this respect; this

conjure images of the high-end restorations at Stirling Castle,

quality and depth of architectural detail, and the palette

Richard Murphy’s dramatic intervention at the Tolbooth, or

of colour and texture, make so many of our traditional

have undergone

the recent adaptation of the former MOD engine shed to

streets attractive and irreplaceable. King Street sits within

re-purposing – it

form Scotland’s dedicated building conservation centre. Yet

a conservation area covering much of Stirling’s traditional

is not a modern

conservation is also the protection and care of our everyday

burgh centre. The purpose of conservation area legislation is

phenomenon. A

historic built environment.

in King Street

to ‘preserve and enhance’, both actions of equal importance,

street, that at

Stirling City Heritage Trust is an organisation whose

and in recognition that such areas cannot remain

its commercial

purpose is to promote and encourage the protection of the

unchanged. Many buildings in King Street have undergone

height had six

architectural heritage within the Stirling Council Area. Set

re-purposing – it is not a modern phenomenon. A street, that

banks, three

up in 2004 by Historic Environment Scotland in partnership

at its commercial height had six banks, three hotels and a

hotels and a

with Stirling Council, this Scottish Charity is one of seven

department store, has had to reinvent itself several times;

department

City Heritage Trusts working across Scotland to promote the

banks have become offices or restaurants; larger stores

store, has had

care of, and form a conduit to deliver focused investment in,

broken down into smaller shop units and residential flats.

the historic built environment of Scotland’s cities.

Over the course of the King Street project, there was

Over the last few years the Trust has tackled priority

a combined investment of some £1.2 million (Historic

work to conserve and repair one of Stirling’s most historic

Environment Scotland, Stirling Council and property owners).

commercial streets, King Street. In the early decades of the

The works ranged from small shopfront enhancements to full

19th century, Stirling was expanding, breaking out from the

tenement repairs; works were completed to 24 residential

confines of its old town walls. Within the walls, new streets

flats, nine shops and four businesses. Focusing investment in

were laid out, and existing ones realigned. King Street, at the

this street recognised its social and architectural importance

heart of the lower town, was central to this period of change,

to Stirling and its ongoing contribution to the economic

the commerce and enterprise evident in its architecture.

vitality of the city centre. Today the street is more vibrant

However, King Street in the 21st century had high levels of

with several new businesses. The project could not tackle all

retail vacancy, reduced footfall and buildings in disrepair.

King Street’s buildings, and there is more to do – the street

to reinvent itself
several times…”

Opposite page,
clockwise from top
left
A number of buildings
are still in need of urgent
repair
© Sonya Linskaill

Grant-aided traditional
roof repairs
© SCHT

Take the time to wander up this broad thoroughfare,

still has Buildings at Risk, formally recognised on Scotland’s

look at the buildings and you will see the development of

BAR register and others in need of urgent repair such as the

architectural style and construction methods. Compare

beautiful former Clydesdale Bank at the head of the street.

the late 18th century survivor Wingate’s Inn (now the

With many town and city centres comprising the buildings

Golden Lion Hotel) built in robust dark local whinstone

of our Georgian and Victorian predecessors, and 20% of

with its neighbour, the Cooperative building dating

dwellings in Scotland constructed pre-1919, conservation is

from the turn of the 20th century. Built at the peak of the

a necessity to enable us to continue to benefit from living,

movement’s popularity, its stone was imported by train from

working and visiting these unique environments.

Dumfriesshire to the design of Stirling architects McLuckie

Sonya Linskaill RIAS RIBA

The former Wingate’s
Inn and Cooperative
buildings in King Street

& Walker.

On behalf of the President, SSA

© Sonya Linskaill
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Varying architectural
styles on King Street;
New business
established in King
Street priority project;
New business in
reinstated traditional
shopfront;

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

Around Scotland
Chapters

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

19

Features
Conservation Challenges

Heritage conservation through
climate action
Carl Elefante FAIA

Globally, climate change is propelling a comprehensive

data, are no longer reliable for predicting patterns going

FAPT LEED AP is a

retooling of industry, agriculture, transportation, and the

forward. 18 of the hottest years on record have occurred in

Principal Emeritus

built environment to eliminate greenhouse gas (GhG)

the past 20 years. Built heritage conservation challenges in

with Quinn Evans

emissions. Buildings are responsible for about 40% of GhG

the 21st century are not the same as those of the 20th century

Architects, a leading

emissions, making transformation of the building stock a

and the divergence will only accelerate.

preservation and

climate action priority. The UN Paris Agreement on Climate

The building sector is under increased scrutiny for its

sustainability practice

Change sets goals to “decarbonize” all sectors by 2050, an

contributions to the causes of climate change and for its

with offices in

ambitious plan motivated by concerns that time is running

potential role in climate solutions. Building sector climate

Washington DC, and

out.

action focuses on reducing both operational and embodied

five other cities. Carl

It may seem all too familiar to conservation advocates

was President of the

that climate change presents yet another set of pressures

American Institute of

on built heritage. There are many. First and foremost, as

Reducing operational emissions is not a new subject.

Architects, 2017-18,

the term climate change makes clear, climate patterns are

Emissions go down as energy efficiency goes up. Integrating

and a speaker at the

disrupted. Unprecedent intensity and frequency of storms

renewable energy in buildings is also a familiar strategy and

Climate Heritage

are experienced around the world, increasing risk of flooding.

becoming more so as the cost of solar technologies plummets.

Network Global

The opposite disruption is also true, with record droughts

But, reducing embodied emissions and employing buildings

launch in Edinburgh

resulting in collapsing landscapes and catastrophic wildfires.

as carbon sinks are emerging ideas. Both are of particular

in October 2019. He is

Coastal areas are extremely vulnerable, with “sunny day

relevance to heritage building conservation.

known for coining the

flooding” occurring with dramatically greater frequency as

phrase ‘The greenest

the first effects of sea level rise are felt.

building is the one
that is already built’.

GhG emissions, turning buildings into producers of clean
energy, and sequestering carbon in building materials.

Embodied carbon is the term in broadest use
today. It is the accumulated GhG emissions from every

The impacts of climate change are also seen beyond such

step in the design and construction process including

headline-grabbing examples. Historic weather data used to

sourcing and manufacture of building components and

preserve buildings, particularly temperature and moisture

materials, transportation, fabrication and installation, and
commissioning. The embodied carbon in making a building

Right
Avoided Carbon
Model – Climate action
demands dramatic
reductions in operational
carbon emissions.
80% reductions are
considered technically
feasible using available
best practices.
Retrofitting an existing
building presents an
opportunity to avoid
carbon emissions by
investing embodied
carbon in a retrofit
project that produces
operational carbon
savings over time. This
graph illustrates the
Avoided Carbon Model
for building retrofits.

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

is substantial, typically equaling years, even decades, of
operational carbon releases.
As with operational carbon, the main focus has been
on reducing the energy intensity of building product
manufacturing and construction. There is a great deal of
variation among material and component options. Steel,
aluminum, glass, concrete, and brick, the principal materials
used for constructing buildings, are among the most energy
intensive, and therefore, have among the worst embodied
carbon footprints.
Wood and timber products are inherently carbon
sequestering. As trees grow, they absorb CO2 through
photosynthesis, incorporating it into their production of
wood. When trees are harvested and processed into building
materials, their carbon is sequestered for as long as those
material remain in service. Manufacturers are investigating
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Right
The Professional Plaza
Building, Detroit
© Quinn Evans
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“The embodied
carbon in making
a building is
substantial,
typically equaling
years, even
decades, of
operational
carbon releases.”
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Left

ways to make other materials carbon sequestering,
particularly concrete.

Studies that compare combined operational and
embodied

carbon

footprints

for

retain/retrofit/occupy

New building construction means new embodied

scenarios with demolish/build/occupy scenarios show that,

carbon pollution. Globally, the average carbon burden

nearly always, keeping existing structures significantly

of construction is about sixty kilograms of CO2 per square

reduces the total carbon footprint. Avoided carbon is

meter (60 kg/m ), resulting in more than 3.7 billion metric

meaningful and can be documented.

2

tonnes (3.7 gigatonnes) of CO2 released annually from

When time is accounted for, saving buildings becomes

building construction. It can be difficult to get a sense of

an even more compelling strategy. The embodied GhG

what these numbers mean. For perspective, the current

emissions from a retrofit or new building project happen up

annual carbon release from building construction is greater

front. The primary climate action challenge today is to find

than one percent (1%) of the estimated total allowable carbon

rapid reductions in GhG emissions. Particularly where the

emissions by 2050 if Paris Agreement targets are to be met.

scope of retrofits is modest, the avoided carbon can be large

Business as usual, by 2050, 30% of the allowable global

and, most importantly, reductions occur in the near term

carbon budget will be expended constructing buildings, to

when most valuable.

say nothing of their operation! Very substantial reductions
are needed as quickly as possible.
Existing

buildings

have

already

Retrofit-Replacement
Comparison – Even
when the scope of
a retrofit project is
extensive, saving
buildings can significantly
reduce carbon emissions,
especially in the near
term. This graph
illustrates the calculated
carbon savings from
retrofitting a mid-century
tower building, The Plaza
in Detroit, Michigan.
Simply by re-using
the existing building
structure, the carbon
payback in reduced
operational carbon
emissions drops from
20.5 to 6.5 years.

These factors define the emerging climate action
context into which built heritage conservation must fit. For

their

conservation advocates it presents a new language to learn

embodied carbon emissions, years, decades, or even

expended

and a new value proposition to adopt in demonstrating the

centuries ago. Keeping existing buildings means extending

benefits of heritage conservation.

the benefits derived from carbon investments made in

A final note on the conservation of built heritage from

the past. More importantly, as existing buildings remain

the recent past. As building conservators know all too well,

occupied, they prevent further carbon emissions for the

modern-era buildings present very different conservation

construction of new buildings. Building conservation,

challenges. There is very little in common between a three-

including built heritage conservation, becomes an essential

story traditional masonry school and a twenty-story glass

component of any building sector climate action plan.

office tower. My experience renovating modern-era buildings,

There is no direct climate action value from carbon

particularly curtainwall buildings, is that there is little that

already spent. However, as the carbon footprint numbers for

can be practically retained beyond the steel or concrete

new construction make very clear, there is tremendous value

structure and floor decks. Even with this seemingly limited

in strategies that can eliminate the need for new carbon

and, from a heritage conservation standpoint, questionable

expenditures. These factors have resulted in the consideration

approach to saving a building, in terms of avoided carbon,

of avoided carbon. Avoided carbon is the theoretical

combined operational and embodied GhG emission savings

reduction of GhG emissions executing Plan B instead of

are still significant. It is a valuable conservation scenario for

Plan A. In the built environment, Plan A is constructing

many such buildings.

new buildings, often replacing existing structures. Plan B is

Carl Elefante

keeping existing structures and retrofitting them as needed
to optimize operational performance.
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Conservation and re-purposing
in Boston
Jocelyn Cunliffe
has interviewed
Ross Cameron,
a Scottish
architect
working in
Boston, USA,
about an
innovative
re-purposing
project in
Boston and his
involvement
with Boston
Preservation
Alliance.
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Born in Glasgow, raised in Dundee, Ross studied at Edinburgh

in 1917. A New Yorker, Blackall came to Boston in 1884, and

College of Art and qualified in 1997. In 1996 he undertook

was a senior partner in the architectural firm Blackall, Clapp

an exchange programme at Rhode Island School of Design

and Whittemore, where he designed the first entirely steel-

in Providence, Rhode Island, USA. He worked with LDN in

framed office structure in Boston in 1894. He was a member of

Edinburgh from 1997 to 2001. In 2001 he joined Rothman

the Boston Society of Architects and the first president of the

Partners in Boston. He was initially hired by Elkus Manfredi

Boston Architectural Club. Much of the building’s exterior

Architects in December 2004 as an Architectural Designer,

surface was extremely weathered and the aggregate of the

was promoted to Senior Associate in June 2009 and to Vice

concrete matrix was exposed, trapping dirt and pollutants

President in August 2018.

for many years and making it appear much darker than the

Ross leads the team that recently completed a major

original cast stone would have looked. Rust expansion on

project for Emerson College in Boston’s historic core, re-

the existing structural steel, caused by surface corrosion

imagining and restoring a 1917 building as a student

due to water infiltration through the mortar joints resulted

residence, with enhanced opportunities for community and

in cracking, displacement, and loss in the surrounding cast

social interaction, including two black box theatres, studio

stone, cast iron, and brick. Structural enhancement was

spaces and food and beverage retail spaces.

necessary to bring it up to current building codes.

(Jocelyn Cunliffe) What was the Little Building like before

Can you describe your innovative solution for the exterior?

work started?

One of the greatest challenges of the project was replicating

(Ross Cameron) The building was originally designed by

the outside of the building. The entire facade was in bad

Clarence Blackall for office and retail use and was completed

shape, with the original aggregate of the cast material
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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exposed. We commissioned a digital laser scan survey of

Elkus Manfredi’s offices, enabled us to create 3D prototypes

Above

the entire building’s surface to an accuracy of 1/32nd of

using additive and subtractive manufacturing technology.

an inch. That data provided billions of laser points, dots

Those prototypes provided the architectural team with the

that traced the exact form of the building. The scanning

ability to communicate directly with the fabricators Béton

contractors used technology originally developed for

Préfabriqué that created moulds to replicate the original

Emerson College Little
Building, Corner of
Tremont – Boylston,
Boston; Elkus
Mandfredi Architects

aerospace applications – at the time the scanning project

building. Then, utilizing Ultra High Performance Concrete

began in 2008 it was the only technology of its kind in North

(UHPC), the architectural team was able to replicate the

America being used for an architectural application. Those

building, including ornate details, like the stone lions that

dots also picked up all of the building’s blemishes – every

decorate the façade. The Autodesk Technology Center is

stone out of alignment, every scrap of metal that was used to

an industrial workshop that makes the most advanced

keep it in place – and those blemishes needed to be digitally

computer-aided design and manufacturing tools — tools

corrected in the model. Elkus Manfredi was able to forge a

that are generally cost-prohibitive for anything but the

leading-edge design-to-fabrication process in collaboration

large corporations — available to forward-thinking students

with the Autodesk Technology Center in Boston and Béton

and professionals. Our 3D Fabrication Team was the first

Préfabriqué in Montreal. This allowed the architects to work

resident of the Autodesk Technology Center and a facsimile

directly with fabricators and machinery, giving them both

of a lion’s head from the Little Building facade was the

full control of the end product and extraordinary freedom

first model created on the BUILD Space’s 5-axis computer

to design.

numerical control (CNC) router. Autodesk also trained our

Teaming up with Autodesk Technology Center, a
research and development workspace located adjacent to
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

© Robert Benson

Opposite page
Little Building archival
photo
© Leon H Abdalian

3D Fabrication Team in the use of PowerMILL, its industryleading 3D computer-aided manufacturing (CAM) software.
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Above

The engineering concrete material used for the re-

in bright, expansive spaces. The new social spaces allow the

Emerson College Little
Building, Boylston
Entry; Elkus Mandfredi
Architects

created exterior envelope has a compressive strength that

former common rooms on each floor to be repurposed as

is as much as three times that of regular concrete. It also

student living space. The glass lightwells add clean lines

weighs 50 per cent less than the original concrete, reducing

and a modern aesthetic to the historic building, but are also

© Robert Benson

stress on the steel structure.

recessed to ensure that the newer design elements respect

Above right

How did you resolve the other challenges?

new 13th floor has been added behind the original building

Emerson College Little
Building, Entry and
Arcade; Elkus Mandfredi
Architects

Seismic bracing typically goes straight down from the top of

parapet, adding significant residential capacity without

the building to the foundation. Because there were historical

increasing the apparent height of the structure. The water

elements of the building that were being preserved, it led

that had been responsible for the building’s deterioration is

© Robert Benson

the architectural team to realize the end of the ‘fingers’ were

now collected in tanks and recycled for use in the building’s

the best way to accommodate that bracing, which could go

grey water system (ie. flushing toilets).

and do not overpower the structure’s historic character. A

through the community rooms. Designers incorporated

Additionally, it is important to note the significant

glass into the design between the original building’s ‘fingers’,

embodied carbon savings that we achieved by preserving

integrating an X-brace seismic lateral resistance system

the superstructure and foundations of the existing building.

while preserving maximum access to natural light. The new

In essence, we were able to provide Emerson College with

glass lightwells are used to create two-storey social spaces for

a ‘new’ building without causing the same environmental

student residents of the building, providing opportunities

impact as new ground up construction would have done.

for students from different floors to interact with each other

28
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Giving up-to-date information about proposed changes

Above, clockwise

Directors of Boston Preservation Alliance. Does this have

to historic resources throughout the city and regional

from top left

parallels with conservation or amenity bodies in Scotland?

and national preservation-related news;

I was interested to learn that you are on the Board of

•

categories

impact historic neighbourhoods, often providing public

Emerson College
Little Building, Double
Room; Elkus Mandfredi
Architects

including Individual and Young Professional, Organisational,

comment or meeting with regulators, proponents and

© Robert Benson

and Corporate, that brings people and organisations

concerned citizens;

The Boston Preservation Alliance (BPA) is an independent,
non-profit

organisation

with

membership

together to influence the future of Boston’s historic buildings,

•

•

Hosting and collaborating on public education activities
such as workshops, lectures, and city walking tours;

Emerson College
Little Building, Student
Common Area; Elkus
Mandfredi Architects

•

Recognizing quality preservation and appropriate new

© Robert Benson

construction in an annual awards programme;
•

Litigating, when necessary, to prevent actions that

landscapes, and communities. Through advocacy, and
education, the BPA guides thoughtful change that stewards
the historic character that defines the city of Boston.
Providing an independent voice for historic preservation

threaten loss or irreversible damage to key historic

Emerson College
Little Building, Student
Common Kitchen; Elkus
Mandfredi Architects

and the quality of Boston’s built environment;

resources

© Robert Benson

The work of the Boston Preservation Alliance includes:
•
•

Reviewing and influencing development projects that

Setting the preservation agenda by working with local,

and

disregard

rules

and

regulations

established to protect them.

state, and federal advocacy and regulatory partners as

I cannot think of direct comparisons in Scotland.

well as legislators to enhance regulations and policy

Jocelyn Cunliffe FRIAS RIAS / Ross Cameron RIAS RIBA

issues impacting Boston and beyond;

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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There once was an ugly
duckling...
It was with some trepidation that, in May 2013, I took on the

not least a remote west coast community, of which many

“It is one of only

role of project co-ordinator, improbably for the repair and

considered it to be an eyesore, worthy of demolition, if

four surviving

re-use of an unlisted building: the Highland Council roads

indeed a blast proof concrete building could be demolished!

Anti-Aircraft
Operations

depot in Gairloch, an irredeemably ugly building, and very

It was, however, a great opportunity for the museum

definitely not a traditional conservation project. At the time

as the AAOR provided double the amount of floorspace and

the Gairloch Museum was under threat of closure as the

allowed the museum to expand and consolidate its existing

Scotland, built

lease on their existing premises was due to terminate in

activities, reducing its dependence on revenue funding and

during the Cold

December 2018. There was therefore a pressing need to find

strengthening its financial resilience, through the provision

War era to bolster

a new home for the museum.

of floorspace for let, and a museum café.

Scotland’s coastal

Whilst the building had been latterly used by the

LDN Architects were commissioned in June 2013 to

Highland Council, it became clear that there was evidence

prepare the initial design proposals. The brief was to

of a previous use of the building and several important clues

maintain the character of the AAOR, with its central double

to its original use survived, including the plan form, the

height space and the enfilade of rooms over two storeys

lever-operated, steel blast door-sets with rubber seals, and

around the central space. It was also critical to provide the

the blast wall to the east elevation.
Research proved that the building was an Anti-Aircraft

necessary environmental conditions required for the storage

Operations Room (AAOR), an unloved and unknown gem

The indicative project cost was £2.5m (ex. VAT) and
the fundraising campaign started in earnest. It was not

Anti-Aircraft Operations Rooms in Scotland, built during the

without its trials and tribulations, and our first setback was

Cold War era to bolster Scotland’s coastal defences. It was

the rejection of our Round 1 application to the Heritage

constructed of blast proof concrete, to a standardised two

Lottery Fund (HLF). Anyone with experience of publicly-

storey plan, with a double height operations room at its core.

funded projects knows how soul-destroying fundraising

It is uncompromisingly brutalist in style, form and materials,

can be. Inevitably there are as many rejections as there are

but it tells the story of the Cold War and the paranoia of

successful applications.
A lesson learned early on, from Hilary Weir, then

as it was then. Its significance has been summed up by

Secretary of the Architectural Heritage Fund, was simply to

Andrew Wright as:

pick yourself up and start again.

“a lasting reminder of the importance of Scotland’s

We addressed the concerns of HLF and in 2014 we

coastal communities in the defence of the land during one

secured Round 1 approval. Support from the HLF is a game

of the most defining moments of the twentieth century”.

changer and gives other funders confidence that there is

The AAOR had been declared surplus to requirements by

indeed a viable project. The museum launched a community

the Highland Council, and it was due to the vision of Roy

fundraising campaign, and raised over £180,000 from a

Macintyre, Chairman of the museum, that a bid was made

series of pub quizzes, charity auctions, sponsorships, open

to acquire the AAOR for £1, under the Community Asset

garden days and donations.

Transfer scheme. Not many communities would have the

By December 2016 we had achieved HLF Round 2

capacity and resources to tackle such an ambitious project,

approval, together with a portfolio of twenty three other
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and display of artefacts.

of Scotland’s built heritage. It is one of only four surviving

nuclear attack from Russia, a story perhaps as relevant now

Rooms in
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Right
Ground floor plan
© LDN Architects

Right
Section
© LDN Architects
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Architects

LDN Architects
Surveyors

Torrance
Partnership
Structural Engineers

Arch Henderson
Service Engineers

Irons Foulner
Exhibition Designers

Campbell & Co
Contractor

Simpson Builders
Ltd
Contract Value

£1.84m
funders, but we still had a deficit of £97,000. Remarkably,

internal walls and the lively patina left from the shuttering.

Historic Environment Scotland became our knight on a

The uneven nature of the concrete floors proved more

white charger and awarded a grant to cover the deficit.

challenging and the decision was taken to apply a concrete

Interestingly, as the designs for the new museum at the

Total Cost

£2.55m

screed.

AAOR progressed, it became much more a conservation

Alterations to a blast proof concrete structure were always

project, rather than simply an imaginative re-use of a

going to be challenging, and they were kept to a minimum,

redundant building.

except where there was a need to create new openings, for

There were a number of later ramshackle lean-to

daylight, in some of the ground floor rooms. We also inserted

accretions to the AAOR, which were detrimental to its

curtain wall glazing in the front elevation, which had already

significance and these were removed, together with the

been compromised by the insertion of a slapping in the front

single storey asbestos roofed building at the front of the

elevation to accommodate the snow plough.

“We also re-

site, which restored the design integrity of the AAOR and

The eastern blast porch was retained and converted to

also freed up space to accommodate car parking and traffic

house the plant room. We also re-instated the western blast

instated the

circulation.

porch to create the front entrance to the museum, which

western blast

The original glazed openings at first floor level, which
looked down into the operations room, were also reinstated,
and the original lever operated steel blast doors were
refurbished and retained.

provided the opportunity to create a roof terrace leading off

porch to create

the café, with views across Gairloch bay and beyond.

the front entrance

And so the transformation of the AAOR was complete

to the museum,
which provided

and the ugly duckling became a swan!

Energy efficiency and climate control were also key

The museum re-opened in June 2019, to glowing reviews,

requirements of the brief. We took advantage of the thermal

both for the exhibition and, unexpectedly, the building. In

the opportunity
to create a roof

qualities of the mass concrete construction and applied

September 2019, West Highland College became the anchor

terrace leading

insulation to the exterior of the building, which was then

tenant. Visitors and turnover exceeded expectations, and it is

off the café, with

clad externally in a high performance render. The advantage

now a thriving cultural attraction on the North Coast 500.

views across

of insulating the exterior of the building meant that we were

Mia Scott Hon. FRIAS

Gairloch bay and

able to preserve the character of the blast proof concrete
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Above
Exterior and original
exterior view
© LDN Architects

Opposite page
Interior views
© LDN Architects

Right
First floor plan
© LDN Architects
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As the building was being
designed, one important
question kept being asked...

...WHICH
EQUIPMENT IS
MOST EFFECTIVE IN
FIRE SAFETY?
SERVICES TO ARCHITECTS
Smoke Control Systems

CFD Modelling

Fire Engineering Solutions

Fire Risk Assessments

Fire Strategies

Fire Safety Design Summary

Bespoke designed systems to prevent the build-up and
spread of hot fire gases and thereby control fire spread.
Bespoke fire engineered designs to meet the
requirements of performance based building codes.
Designed to demonstrate the effectiveness of building
designs in relation to fire safety.

Fire Escape Designs

Demonstrate that all occupants can make a safe escape
in the event of a fire.

The use of computer modelling to predict the movement
of smoke and fire gases within a building.
Provided to architects or project managers as part of the
handing over process for buildings.
Complete the required summary in accordance with
regulation 41 of the Building (Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2004.

Review of Design Fire Safety

Fixed fee review of designs for compliance with building
regulations and fire safety legislation.

For a FREE consultation to find out what fire engineering
can do for you please contact Sandy Killbourn on
T: 01786 449944 • E: enquiry@g-fire.co.uk
www.gartcarronfireengineering.co.uk

FE
GARTCARRON FIRE ENGINEERING Ltd.

Designing buildings to save life
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Re-visiting completed conservation
work in Alloa
For books, as
with other
forms of
creative art,
an Afterword
can review
how the work
has been
received,
its cultural
significance,
the impact it
provides for
society as the
audience or
individual
user and
may possibly
provide a
sense of
closure to the
creative act.

Above right

In 1987 a new administration for Clackmannan District

Alloa presents itself. The aim of this article is to select and

Council (CDC) decided to take action to re-dress decline

describe a simple cross-section of architectural conservation

and lack of investment in Alloa, its principal town. A report

work carried out, to examine the contexts under which it

identified the need for enhancement of the Old Alloa

was done, and to evaluate how it now performs, with the

Conservation Area, containing a number of derelict historic

benefit of hindsight, when compared with current good

structures, linked by denuded open spaces, following the

practice. In a concluding section the success or otherwise

decline of local industries. The timing of this awakening

overall of the CDC initiative will be commented upon. The

coincided with the publication of the RIAS/Landmark

role of a Conservation Plan, which was published in 1999

Illustrated Architectural Guide, ‘Clackmannan & the Ochils’,

in anticipation of the closure of the largest textile mill, is

containing in its introductory chapter the claim that

re-considered for its continuing relevance and application

“Clackmannanshire is Scotland in epitome”.

today.

The Ochils provide a
backdrop to Alloa town
centre

Hence in looking to carry out a summary review of the

From its burgh charter granted by Robert III in 1399, the

success or otherwise of the heritage conservation movement

town of Alloa developed as a series of narrow and irregular

© Steve Newsom

in Scotland over the recent past, no better example than

streets around Alloa Tower, the seat of the Erskine family
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Left
Old Alloa Conservation
Area
Reproduced by permission of
Ordnance Survey
© Crown copyright 2016 CS133124-X3S1C1
Some portions ©
Clackmannanshire Council

Below far left
Map of 1825, showing
historic town centre
prior to industrialisation
© Reproduced with the
permission of the National
Library of Scotland

Below right
Map of 1899, showing
new mills to the north
of Alloa Tower (tower
circled in both maps)
© Reproduced with the
permission of the National
Library of Scotland

“The necessarily
(later Earls of Mar). Initially reliant upon agriculture and

by the middle classes, leaving decaying properties for the

slow process of

local cottage industries such as spinning and weaving, in

poorer classes. By the middle of the twentieth century

repair allowed

the late seventeenth century the Sixth Earl of Mar undertook

large parts of the old town had been demolished, making

for detailed

extensive improvements to his estate at Alloa, including

way for industrial expansion. The eventual decline of these

investigation

to coal mining and transportation systems linked with the

traditional industries left vacant buildings and sites.

and research of

River Forth. Later other industries developed, included

Central to the site, and having category A listed status,

both above and

brewing, distilling, glass-making, shipbuilding and rope

is Alloa Tower. Led by CDC, and with the divestment

below ground

works, along with expansion of the textile industry.

of ownership to the Trust by The Earl of Mar & Kellie, a

archaeology,

By 1822 Alloa’s status had grown to become the mercantile

dedicated Alloa Tower Building Preservation Trust (ATBPT),

all significant

and fiscal centre of the county, resulting in expansion

was formed in 1988, and a series of five building contracts

discoveries have

of the population which necessitated the planning of a

were let from 1990 onwards to conserve the fabric, in the

been retained and

residential ‘New Town’ to the West. However, this expansion

case of the fine medieval roof from near dereliction. With no

interpreted in the

led to the depopulation and abandonment of the old town

defined end use identified, and with funding from a number

completed work.”
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Right
Restored landscape
setting to Alloa Tower
© Steve Newsom

Below
Mar Estate landscape
plan of 1710
© Copyright National Records
of Scotland (RHP13258/1)

of (principally public) sources, the design team has followed
a philosophy of retention of the fabric through honest repair
using traditional materials. Repairs to the massive oak roof
timbers, mostly visible from below in the finished work, were
carried out using simple yet elegant structural solutions.
The necessarily slow process of repair allowed for
detailed investigation and research of both above and
below ground archaeology, all significant discoveries have
been retained and interpreted in the completed work. The
National Trust for Scotland (NTS) took a lease on the tower
from ATBPT, which by then had re-formed with a countywide remit as Clackmannanshire Heritage Trust (CHT), and
the tower was opened to the public in 1997, displaying
historic paintings and furnishings that had been removed
from the tower for nearly 200 years.
The tower remains in generally good condition today,
the standards of repair having been generally high, with
only minor exceptions where a less conservative approach
to the repairs might have improved original detailing.
Internal finishes have suffered during the inevitable process
of drying out the massively thick outer walls; perhaps
thought should now be given to addressing the cracks and
degradation of lime plaster and joinery. With only seasonal
public access, and limited popularity as a tourist destination,
there remains a feeling that more creative thought should
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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be given to a sustainable future for this centre-piece of

Left

Alloa’s history.

Deserted Kirkgate
with exposed gables of
Tobias Bauchop’s House

In conjunction with works at Alloa Tower, and with
funding from the local enterprise body, the surviving core

© Steve Newsom

of a 1710 landscape plan with grand boulevards and vistas
allowed the re-creation of paths, planting, and original
sightlines, on four acres of land immediately surrounding
the tower. This has created a natural haven of public space
for perambulation which, despite the modern pressures of
road provision and car parking associated with the arrival of
a large but suitably and surprisingly restrained supermarket,
remains intact today and is of very high quality.
The 1987 report identified the importance to overall

“The loss of

commercial activity of enabling people to continue to occupy

S in 1936 with harled walls and horizontal metal-framed

the town centre, and they encouraged the formation of

windows above a red sandstone base. Following closure

all other mill

local housing associations, focusing on infill developments.

of the factory in 1999, as the only statutorily protected

structures

Those at Broad Street, Bridge Terrace, Kirkgate and Parkway

structures, they were rescued from the otherwise wholesale

might now be

are of particular note for the urban grain that they provide,

site demolition.

considered

and the appropriate use of traditional forms and materials of

The loss of all other mill structures might now be

regrettable in

construction. Immediately adjacent and set in juxtaposition

considered regrettable in the context of their potential for

the context of

to Alloa Tower is the restored and sensitively converted

sustainable re-use. Initially targeted along with other mill

their potential

former stables block (1856) of Alloa House (demolished 1955),

buildings as the potential site for locating a further education

for sustainable

facility, they have been dramatically and successfully re-

re-use.”

forming a pleasant courtyard of two storey houses.
The only survivor of seventeenth century houses on the

purposed as local authority offices, with the addition of a

Kirkgate, Tobias Bauchop’s House of 1695, was restored by

curving glass façade, drawing visitors and daylight in and

private owners with help from the NTS from 1979 onwards.

providing lively multi-level circulation spaces.

The restored house, named for its original owner and builder,
with a street elevation of exceptional quality, suffers from

Left

the lack of its earlier contiguous neighbours, those having

Kilncraigs 1936 office
block with new glazed
wall to right

been replaced in recent times with due deference, resulting
in the exposure of its very secondary gable forms. Kirkgate

© Steve Newsom

itself has been truncated into an unfortunate cul-de-sac,
and the current closure of the kirkyard at its east end as a
potential pedestrian route is likewise regrettable.
Constructed in 1680, the main body of the former parish
church on Kirkgate was demolished following partial
collapse and relocated in 1816, leaving its fragmentary tower
alongside the Mar & Kellie Mausoleum. These structures
both underwent programmes of repair between 1982 and
2004. Whilst their condition is not of any immediate concern
they appear to require further and ongoing maintenance;
the current impression given is of desolation, not helped by
the locked gates, lank grass and fallen gravestones of the
kirkyard.
The surviving fragment of the large scale industrial
complex, known as Kilncraigs, formed the SW edge of a vast

The adjacent former Paton School and Greenside Mission

array of textile factories built for John Paton from 1814. The

Hall of 1864 and 1900 has been repaired and sensitively

blond sandstone former Wareroom block was built 1904

converted as offices by the same client and design team,

in a baroque style, later the Office block was added to the

with nicely receding glazed dormers to the street elevation.

38

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

Features
Conservation Challenges

The Speirs Centre on Primrose Street was built 1895-98 as

•

“ … to safeguard and enhance the investment in Alloa

Alloa Public Baths and Gymnasium in a bold red sandstone

Tower by improving the visual, aesthetic and functional

Scots Renaissance style, and was presented to the town by

linkages between the town centre and Alloa Tower”.

the Paton family. Following the eventual closure of the pool

•

it had continued in use as council facilities until its very

“.… the high mills structures are important in townscape
terms to Alloa’s sense of place”.

recent 2014 repair, conversion and extension to relocate

And the general wider context the following truisms:-

the public library, local and family history areas, heritage

•

.… the repair and re-use of buildings has been accepted

•

Re-using

•

The conservation of historic buildings is a catalyst for

displays and other community facilities.
The conservation of the original fabric, which gained

as an inherently sustainable use of resources.

an RIAS award, has been executed to a high standard; but
the gloriously lofty former pool and gym hall spaces now

existing

buildings

reduces

pressure

on

greenfield sites.

contain a collection of rather mundane bookcases. The sleek

regeneration”.

contemporary eastern extension provides a necessary form

Perhaps greater efforts to retain and re-purpose would

of closure for the ‘back-of-house’ ephemera, now exposed

have engendered more momentum leading to more

to very public view by other unrelated building removals.

significant conservation or re-development works?

Whilst the retention of the dominant, industrially-scaled

How does the centre of Alloa feel to a visitor now? It is

brick boiler chimney provides clear signposting, adjacent

9.30am on a Friday morning in winter, schools are in lessons,

gap sites, currently pot-holed and puddled, and the too

office workers on flexi-time continue to arrive on foot and by

understated glass balustrade, ramp and rank of bicycle racks

car, shoppers can be seen through the wide expanse of glass

to the south of the facility detract.

in the well-lit supermarket. But in those narrow and irregular
streets there is much less foot-fall. The old street patterns

Right

mostly survive, and many of the higher quality mercantile

The landmark Speirs
Centre chimney with
recent extension and
adjacent gap site

properties are in use or have been re-purposed; recently laid
paving is high quality but employs unsympathetic materials
– a common last resort to local authorities when places
feel run-down and lack vibrancy. Urban losses have been

© Steve Newsom

arrested – but gradual erosion due to commercial malaise
continues. Despite the triumph of passenger train services
being returned here in 2008, and the eventual creation
within a new architecture of the Alloa Campus of Forth
Valley College in 2012, some difficult buildings and sites
await developments.
Alloa Tower remains an unrealised asset – perhaps the
failure of the town and the wider area to attract sufficient
numbers of tourists, can be attributed to its proximity to
Stirling. The new landscaped areas are not as yet integrated

“Alloa Tower

into the urban pattern – vehicle flows and areas designated

remains an

for parking still dominate. Reference to the Alloa town

unrealised

centre health-check found on the Understanding Scottish

asset – perhaps

Places website www.usp.scot/Town?mainTownName=Alloa

the failure of the
town and the

Having reviewed the 1999 Conservation Plan and noting

offers a telling analysis. Perhaps the Local Development

that it was delivered in anticipation of the closure of the

Plan Review, which is currently taking place, should

wider area to

Paton Mills, it can be viewed as a necessary process in the

include a renewed look at the 1999 Old Alloa Conservation

attract sufficient

creation of the Townscape Heritage Initiative which followed.

Area Conservation Plan, with a view to stimulating further

numbers of

Disappointingly it funded only a small number of repair

conservation action?

tourists, can

projects. In addition to its clear identification of the heritage

Stephen Newsom RIAS RIBA

be attributed to

at risk it also provided a scholarly account of the architectural

Conservation Accredited at Advanced level

its proximity to

history of Old Alloa. Among the recommendations drawn

Trustee of Clackmannanshire Heritage Trust

Stirling.”

perhaps those which remain pertinent are as follows:-
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Tenement maintenance:
Solutions on the horizon?
The recommenda-

The Scottish Parliamentary Working Group on Tenement

three, linked, statutory requirements: five yearly inspections,

tions are for three,

Maintenance was convened in March 2019 by Ben MacPherson

building reserve funds and owners’ associations.

linked, statutory

MSP with the purpose of “establishing solutions to aid, assist

The Scottish Government responded in December 2019

requirements:

and compel owners of tenement properties to maintain

and committed to engage with the Scottish Law Commission

five yearly

their buildings”. The group met on an informal basis with

(SLC) on the three recommendations with a view to referring

inspections,

representation from all political parties and stakeholders

these matters to the SLC to carry out a law reform project and

building reserve

from surveying, architecture, property management, local

provide a report with recommendations and a draft Bill that

funds and owners’

authorities, landlords, building conservation, academia and

would implement the reforms. While the working group’s

associations.

property law. Built Environment Forum Scotland (BEFS) and

recommendation had been for the SLC to only consider

the RICS supported the Working Group as joint secretariat.

compulsory owners’ associations, it was acknowledged that

The aim of the group is for long term culture change

the SLC examining all three recommendations could prevent

to tenement management, not fixing the urgent tenement

further delay should legal conflicts arise as legislative

problems of today, but rather looking at how we get out of

research is progressed for compulsory tenement inspections

the cycle of disrepair, grant-aided repair, subsequent decay

and building reserve funds.

through lack of maintenance followed by urgent request for
grant-aided repair.
Following extensive discussion and consultation with
Left

The Working Group recommended 2025 as a target
for tenement legislation, which the Scottish Government
described as “ambitious”, not impossible.

wider interested parties and commissioning academic

The need for building condition to be addressed is

A Scottish Tenement
dialectogram

research from Professor Douglas Robertson, the Working

emphasised by publication of the Scottish Housing Condition

Group’s recommendations to the Scottish Government

Survey (SHCS) 2018. The level of disrepair increased seven

© Mitch Miller

were published in May 2019. The recommendations are for

percentage points, with 75% of all dwellings having some
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Left
Post-war tenement
houisng, Glasgow
© Jon Jardine

degree of disrepair and disrepair to critical elements stood

repository for all building information – as other national

Full details of the

at 57%, also an increase of 7 percentage points. Critical and

land registries are. Property and owner details along with

Working Groups

urgent disrepair in pre 1919 buildings has increased to 40%

updateable building condition surveys, and ultimately with

recommendations

but the biggest increases in critical disrepair are in housing

BIM information, would in the long term, result in a much

and the Scottish

built between 1919 – 1964. The latter point is one reason why

better understanding of Scotland’s building stock and an

Government

the working group recommendations are age blind – the

ability to plan for its needs. The building reserve fund could

response can be

research undertaken by the Working Group suggested post-

follow the Safe Deposits Scotland model which holds tenants’

found on BEFS

war building stock was in increasing disrepair, a fact now

deposits. This is also an area that pension funds have shown

website.

confirmed by Scottish Government statistics.

an informal interest in, suggesting their potential to provide

www.befs.org.uk/latest/
scottish-house-conditionsurvey-tenementmaintenance/

The SHCS does not detail the condition of tenements

long term loans for tenements requiring large scale repairs.

separately and organisations working more closely with

The Scottish Government has also agreed to consider

tenements frequently posit that it does not truly reflect the

ways to improve Home Reports and has recognised the

scale of the problem faced within tenements. This would

opportunity to incorporate tenement condition information

appear to be backed up by pilot survey by Glasgow City

for buyers. This is a step change which was summarily

Council reported in November 2018 which is resulting in

dismissed a few years ago and the Working Group will

local authority intervention for 33 pre-1919 tenements in

seek to ensure the maximum benefit arises. It is worth

Cessnock. The City of Edinburgh Council has also just agreed

noting however that while seeking the market to influence

to fund a pilot scheme addressing maintenance for 180

behaviour, property prices do not necessarily reflect fabric

mixed tenure tenements, notably not pre-1919.

conditions particularly in overheating market areas such as

Members of the Working Group are now exploring

south-east Scotland.

interim measures that can be introduced and piloted, that

In the short term BEFS and other stakeholders will seek

will assist the Scottish Government and the Scottish Law

commitments from all political parties to include tenement

Commission as they move towards draft legislation. A major

maintenance in manifestoes for the 2021 Holyrood election,

Robertson’s report

point of discussion has been the challenge of contacting

maintaining the cross-party support the issue currently

Why Flats Fall Down

owners within tenement properties and the answer to this

enjoys.

can also be found on

may be key to establishing the repository for the three

Fundamentally, if Scotland wants to keep the production

recommendations. While local authorities are now in a

of greenhouse gases to a minimum in the face of the climate

position to share the details they hold for property owners

crisis, maintaining all our existing building stock in use for

within tenements, it still remains a slow process. Even

as long as possible should be the Scottish Government’s aim.

once those details are shared there is no guarantee of

They will need the support of architects to deliver this.

response from an absent owner. Could Registers of Scotland

Euan Leitch

provide the platform that answers this? An enhanced

Director, Built Environment Forum Scotland

Professor Douglas

BEFS website.
www.befs.org.uk/resources/
publications/why-flats-falldown/

Scotland’s Land Information Service (ScotLIS) could be the
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Let’s talk about numbers
The articles in this issue of the RIAS Quarterly

unloved concrete system-built flats are now

So, what can we do?

will, I am sure, have persuaded you, if

gone. Last year the total demolished was just

The

persuasion was necessary, of the social benefits

1,313.

adaptation of historic buildings ticks a lot of

of retaining, maintaining, conserving, adapting
and reusing the existing built environment.
In my experience few buildings are so
obsolete that the physical resources needed to

careful

conservation,

alteration

and

At this rate it will take 1,984 years to replace

boxes. Re-use of an existing building saves

the existing housing stock. With the majority

an enormous quantity of otherwise newly

of the 22,924 dwellings constructed last year

processed building products. Historic buildings

being additional not replacements.

tend to be built out of materials which are low

extend their life and improve their performance,

The climate emergency has reemphasised

in embodied energy and toxicity, such as stone,

and the environmental impact associated

the need to consider energy and carbon both

slate and timber. They have a better balance

with that investment, comes anywhere close

in use as well as that embedded as a result of

between the cost of labour and materials,

to those associated with demolition and

our design interventions. On the face of it, it

meaning more of the construction spend stays

replacement.

seems reasonable to invest energy and carbon

in the local community.

The aim of this article is to persuade you

in the built environment, in order to save, but

Reforestation may not be the panacea it is

that not only is it necessary, but for a developed

providing a reliable estimate of the payback

often thought to be, as newly planted trees take

economy like Scotland, we have no choice

period is difficult.

decades before absorbing significant amounts

other than to retain and make the best use

A typical photovoltaic array for a new

of CO2; the careful specification of Scottish

possible of our existing built environment,

dwelling pays back its embodied energy in

timber products and steps to encourage

while minimising its environmental impact in

around 4½ years, but the carbon footprint of

new locally manufactured products, such as

the future.

electricity production in the UK is now half

wood fibre insulation, will go a long way to

What drives the construction of new

that assumed in a SAP calculation and around

maximising sequestration and have virtually
no payback period.

buildings, whether on green or brownfield

a third of that of China. Scotland has been

sites, is land values, not social or environmental

incredibly successful in decarbonising its

value. That is why some buildings are left to rot

electricity generation, with a footprint of just

Maybe a few help give us a perspective, but I

and others have been demolished before their

0.024gCO2e/kWh –a tenth of the UK average. So

think we know this already.

time.
In Scotland there are just over 2.6m
dwellings.

The

number

of

dwellings

demolished per year has dropped steadily over

Do we need numbers to prove all this?

the carbon payback for those new imported PV

Dr Richard Atkins FRIAS RIBA

panels is well beyond their useful life and there

Richard has a PhD in the Assessment of Social,

is no time for any payback. It is emissions today

Financial and Environmental Sustainability in the

which are the problem.

Existing Built Environment

the last two decades, as many poorly built and
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Above
The Birks Cinema,
Aberfeldy – Robin Baker
Architects
© Genie Depeweg

Right
Knockando Wool Mill
–LDN Architects
© LDN Architects
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RIAS Accreditation in Conservation
Architecture
Left
Bonnington House,
Kirknewton – Benjamin
Tindall Architects
© Keith Hunter

Opposite page
The Engine Shed,
Stirling, interior view –
Historic Environment
Scotland
© David Anderson

“The RIAS scheme

The RIAS Scheme for Accreditation in Conservation

Although this diversity is mainly historical, it also

is specially

Architecture was launched in 1995 with the encouragement

recognises the differences in the built heritage and

adapted to

of Historic Scotland’s Technical Conservation, Training and

conservation challenges in each of the home countries.

Scotland’s unique

Education division, then headed by Ingval Maxwell OBE. The

The RIAS scheme is specially adapted to Scotland’s unique

built heritage,

aim was to promote conservation skills among architects

built heritage, materials and environment, and the RIBA

materials and

so that they would be better equipped to take the lead in

has accepted that it is the most appropriate scheme for

environment, and

conserving Scotland’s built heritage. The scheme operated

architects practicing in Scotland.

the RIBA has

by the RIAS was the first such scheme to be launched in the

accepted that

UK for architects.

it is the most

The value of conservation accreditation is now widely
recognised by owners and managers of historic buildings

As an added incentive, from 1999, accreditation was

and sites as providing an important assurance of professional

appropriate

made a requirement for architects taking the lead in all

competence, and it can also offer architects a measure of

scheme for

government grant-aided conservation projects. Also in 1999,

market advantage.

architects

English Heritage financed the setting up of the AABC register,

Applicants for RIAS accreditation normally have to have

practicing in

due to the RIBA not initially supporting accreditation, a

been registered architects for at least four to five years and

Scotland.”

situation which changed in 2010 when a separate RIBA

must demonstrate adequate knowledge and skill to take the

scheme was started.

lead in building conservation projects, not just theoretical

So

46

conservation

understanding of building conservation. Currently, five

accreditation schemes in the UK; four if the Royal Society of

there

are

now

three

different

case studies of completed projects must be submitted, at

Ulster Architects (RSUA) is included, and five in the British

least three of which should date from the past five years.

Isles as a whole including that of the Royal Institute of the

Clearly this may be difficult for some architects, especially

Architects of Ireland (RIAI).

the many who work as sole practitioners. To help architects
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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gain accreditation as soon as possible the RIAS operates

Assessments for RIAS accreditation are carried out

More details about

a mentoring scheme for potential applicants. It also

confidentially by teams of volunteer peer assessors, including

applying and the full

encourages progress through two levels of accreditation; a

at least one advanced accredited architect. Assessments

requirements for

normal accredited level and an advanced accredited level.

under all the architectural schemes are based on the

RIAS accreditation

HES has decided that these levels should correspond to

ICOMOS 1993 Columbo Assembly’s Guidelines for education

can be accessed at

listing categories: only advanced accredited architects can

and training in the conservation of monuments, ensembles

the RIAS website and

now take the lead in HES grant aided projects for category A

and sites (pps 159-162 of the proceedings, obtainable at

further information

listed buildings.

openarchive.icomos.org/1679/). It is widely recognised that

obtained from elaine.

Because the government grant making bodies require

these are now somewhat outdated and in need of revision,

dobie@rias.org.uk.

accreditation to provide assurance of ongoing competence,

and the competencies assessed by each of the schemes

a requirement for five-yearly re-accreditation was imposed

have been adapted accordingly. Currently, the RIAS scheme

some years ago. The need for this has provoked complaints

assesses six main areas:

from some architects who feel that established professional

•

General experience of conservation architecture

skills should not require re-assessment. But such imposed

•

Conservation theory

requirements are unfortunately becoming commonplace

•

Materials, construction and repair techniques

in other professions (such as medicine and the law) as

•

Design in conservation contexts

the vocational character of traditional professionalism is

•

Delivery of conservation projects, and

increasingly eroded. To help busy professionals become re-

•

Commitment to conservation

accredited more easily, the documentation required under

Robin Kent RIAS RIBA

www.rias.org.uk/forarchitects/conservationaccreditation

the RIAS scheme has been pared down to the minimum
acceptable to government.
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

47

FROM
DENMARK.
TO THE
WORLD.

PEOPLE-FIRST CONTRACT FURNITURE
We tailor our service to meet your needs. We can handle everything from interior design,
installation, and the storage and management of your order. Select items yourself for our order
and install service, or remove stress and choose our one-stop solution. Our collection is broad
and designed by the best in the business; giving you everything you need.
DANISH DESIGN SINCE 1952 | BOCONCEPT.COM
ROSE STREET, EDINBURGH. 0131 226 6367
BUCHANAN GALLERIES, GLASGOW. 0141 341 4920
PRINCES SQUARE, GLASGOW. 0141 341 4920
NEW GLASGOW STORE COMING SOON

Features
Architecture & Design Scotland

Greening the grey: learning from Melbourne
Heather Claridge is a Principal Design
Officer at Architecture and Design
Scotland. Thanks to a donation from The
Julie Cowans Memorial Trust and support
from the RTPI and Places for People,
she visited Melbourne, Australia in late
2019. In this article she writes about her
experiences on urban adaptation down
under.

potential of the lanes for climate adaptation and the public

Above

were invited to nominate places for climate conscious

Public space,
Melbourne

interventions. Over 800 nominations were received, and
four lanes selected. The shift from hard surfaces to include
living walls, street trees and community managed planters,
is impressive.
The City has been innovative in how it funds projects,
providing grants for green and entrepreneurial approaches.
Projects include a roof top urban farm and testing the
cooling potential of grapevines. The approach is a creative

In central Melbourne, public spaces, streets, lanes and

way of enabling collaborative effort in designing for a

buildings have been planted up to cool the urban

changing climate.

environment and manage surface water. The City has also

Overall, the City of Melbourne is using clever tactics to

set a goal to double its street tree canopy by 2040 and is

deliver a greener city for the changing climate and to ensure

taking a ‘street by street’ approach to planting.

that the quality of life of its citizens is not significantly eroded.

Melbourne is incrementally increasing its provision

It is incrementally planting up the grey and supporting

of open space. With only a quarter of the land in the city

lower carbon lifestyles in its emerging urban regeneration

owned by the City of Melbourne, it has had to reclaim road

areas.

infrastructure, for greening. Pockets parks are also helping

Since my visit in November 2019, Australia and parts

to cool the area, offering shade and surface water drainage

of Melbourne have been devasted by wildfires, caused by

on Designing for a

and providing fun, play and social spaces in Melbourne’s

the shifting climate. This is a grave reminder of the need

Changing Climate

dense inner city.

to retrofit our urban environments at pace to ensure we

is available on

The transformation from grey to green has also extended

A series of blogs

protect, as well as maintain current and future lives.

www.ads.org.uk/

to Melbourne’s network of laneways, well known for their

Heather Claridge

blogs

street art, cultural and cafe uses. The city identified the

Architecture & Design Scotland
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Building conservation:
A sustainable future?

Above

Edinburgh World Heritage (EWH) are pleased that a long-

owners were required to appoint a conservation accredited

View from apartment
looking across interior
courtyard

awaited project to restore the architectural integrity and

architect to act as lead professional adviser, in this case

improve the energy efficiency of the category B listed

John Gilbert. Edinburgh World Heritage are grant-aiding

housing designed by Sir Basil Spence in the Canongate has

conservation repairs to the external building fabric with

started on site.

funding from our main sponsor Historic Environment

© Malcolm Cochrane

Described as the Canongate Energy Efficiency Project the
work involves a range of building conservation and energy

Conservation

efficiency measures. The work includes improving insulation,

improvements to the flat interiors are being funded by the

external stone and render repairs, repairs to reinforced-

Scottish Power Networks Green Economy Fund and the

concrete balconies and new double-glazed timber and

Scottish Energy Efficiency Programme.

Funding

Programme.

Energy

efficiency

aluminium windows to match the original design. Services

Energy efficiency and climate change are pressing

are being upgraded to improve ventilation, and help combat

issues at the moment, along with the need for maintenance,

problems of damp and condensation, typical in many post-

to ensure that after work is complete, the investment made

war buildings of this type of construction.

from private and public funds is protected. It is so important

As with all projects involving grant aid from EWH, the

50

Scotland and the owners themselves, through EWH’s

that work to existing buildings is done in the right order, to
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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“The work includes
improving
insulation,
external stone
and render
repairs, repairs
to reinforcedconcrete
balconies and
new doubleglazed timber
and aluminium
windows to
match the original
design.”

Left
Detail of external
staircase
© Malcolm Cochrane
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Right
Front elevation
© Malcolm Cochrane

Opposite page
View from Canongate
© Malcolm Cochrane

“Sadly there is
little teaching

ensure that in the first instance, the building is wind and

groups of owners, tenants and organisations come together

on traditional

watertight. (See EWH’s Homeowners’ Guide to Roofs, link in

to successfully deliver a project. The lead professional must

building

sidebar at end of article).

be accredited in building conservation.

construction in

EWH’s website contains information on a range of energy

The professional’s first task is the preparation of a

the university

efficiency measures, for example, draught-proofing existing

conservation statement, explaining the significance of the

schools of

timber frame sash and case windows with concealed brushes

building and setting out recommendations for the work to

architecture

set into new grooves in the sashes and parting beads can

be carried out together with a cost-banding to indicate the

courses at

reduce air leakage by up to 80%. Original timber windows

approximate cost of the work. The building project stages

present. The

should be maintained, repaired and re-used whereas U-PVC

now align to the 2013 RIBA Plan of Work. EWH’s Grants

RIAS is beginning

frames are of materials high in embodied energy, spoil the

Manager will work with the owners and their professional

discussions with

building’s authentic character, are not able to be repaired

advisers to help develop an appropriate scheme, and will

local academic

and are difficult to recycle. Understanding the importance

review and comment on the tender documents and the list

contacts about

of building maintenance is crucial and in 2019 EWH, Historic

of tenderers. EWH expects work to be fully detailed by the
conservation professional involved.

increasing the

Environment Scotland and Edinburgh Adapts published

course content

Guide to Building Maintenance in a Changing Climate (link in

relating to

sidebar at end of article).

existing buildings,

The project team are required to submit a maintenance
plan for the building and the owners will be required

EWH funds repair and enhancements to the external

to submit inspection reports on the fifth and tenth

their design

fabric of historic buildings, using traditional materials and

anniversaries of the date of completion. Repayable grants

principles and

methods. Key funding priorities for this funding period are

are available which, on sale or transfer of the property, are

construction.”

tenements and shopfronts. Part of EWH’s role is to help

repaid back into a Revolving Grant Fund, from which others
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Useful links
ewh.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2019/08/
The-Guide-to-BuildingMaintenance-in-a-ChangingClimate-full-publication-1.pdf

ewh.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2018/02/EWHRoofs-Guide.pdf

will benefit in future. This is in itself a sustainable way of

construction. This year there are no architects or structural

helping people to help themselves, and demonstrates the

engineers on the Edinburgh College of Art/Edinburgh

ewh.org.uk/wp-content/

principles of the circular economy.

University Conservation Course.

uploads/2018/02/EWH-

At the RIAS Conservation Committee, which I attend,

One idea which has possibilities is that an architect

there has been recent discussion about how architects who

who is seeking conservation experience with the intention

wish to become conservation accredited gain the necessary

of becoming accredited might shadow an experienced

experience. Although there is plenty of advice to be found

practitioner who is working on an EWH grant aided project.

on websites, including EWH’s own www.ewht.org.uk, the

EWH would also be willing to facilitate site visits while

best experience, comparable to an apprenticeship, is to

projects are on site. Architectural conservation is a journey

be found in specialist conservation practices. For example

and practitioners know there is always more to learn.

Ironmongery-Guide.pdf

after leaving Edinburgh College of Art, where I had enjoyed

The real challenge for us today, to meet the needs

ewh.org.uk/wp-content/

a conservation elective run by Colin McWilliam, I worked

of tomorrow, will be to carefully balance the respect for

uploads/2018/02/EWH-

for Carden & Godfrey Architects in London, then for Purcell

traditional values, which are inherently sustainable, at the

External-Paintwork-Guide.

Miller Tritton in Winchester, then Simpson & Brown in

same time as adopting new and innovative approaches and

pdf

Edinburgh.

technology where appropriate.

Sadly there is little teaching on traditional building

Fiona MacDonald RIAS

construction in the university schools of architecture

Conservation Architect and Grants Manager

courses at present. The RIAS is beginning discussions with

Edinburgh World Heritage

local academic contacts about increasing the course content
relating to existing buildings, their design principles and
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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Architectural design for the built heritage
Architectural conservation is a truly significant field of

between students and lecturers, creating an inspiring and

architecture with the aim of conserving the built heritage

“Working with

relaxed environment for learning and discussions. I feel

historic buildings

whilst retaining its values. It is a growing area and requires

there is a need to attract local talents to enjoy the benefit

is an enriching

the development of a critical approach to the analysis and

of this course, as architects with the knowledge and skills

experience,

design of conservation interventions informed by national

offered by this programme would be an enormous benefit to

merging

and international principles, building surveys and historical

the Scottish architectural profession.

the creative
design of a new

research. Working with historic buildings is an enriching

For several modules we have been working on the

experience, merging the creative design of a new building

Monteath Mausoleum located in the Glasgow Necropolis,

building with the

with the comprehensive research of the building’s history

studying the decay and the conservation technology of the

comprehensive

and context. Architectural design for the built heritage has

existing materials; it is a perfect example to look into the

research of the

always been the focus of my interest, a re-occurring theme

questions related to structural strengthening of a historic

building’s history

that has insistently presented itself during my academic

building; and most importantly to develop a critical

and context.”

studies and a subject area that I have always wanted to

and theoretical approach regarding the architectural

explore and investigate on a deeper level.

conservation of the highly decayed historic monument.

I was the winner of the RIBA Goldfinger Scholarship in

Going through the different learning stages by studying

2008, and was offered the opportunity to study at masters

one building is a great way to understand the importance

level in a UK University. I attended the postgraduate

of each step of developing an architectural conservation

course in Energy and Environmental Studies offered by the

project, from the historic research, construction history, legal

Mackintosh School of Architecture; to learn about energy

and ethical aspects, material and structural surveys and

efficient and sustainable architectural design approaches

stone pathology to the conservation intervention. Working

was an important step for my professional development.

on the Mausoleum made me see the challenges and the

I have been living and working in Scotland for more

complexity of the thinking process behind a conservation

than ten years now, and I feel lucky for being able to explore

project; the importance of developing an understanding

and appreciate the country`s rich architectural heritage. I

and respect towards the historic building. The course

fell in love with Scottish historic places and buildings when

also offers optional classes, and I have the opportunity to

visiting medieval crofts and castles, Victorian tenements,

gain knowledge of Building Information Management in

Edwardian townhouses and, after a short career break, I felt

architectural design for the conservation of built heritage,

the urge to extend my knowledge and skills in the direction

which is a very exciting subject and I can see the relevance

of conservation architecture.

for architecture practices.

I started the MSc Architectural Design for the Built

It is with a sense of pride that I will be equipped to put

Heritage course directed by Cristina Gonzalez-Longo at

into practice the skills studied locally as Scotland, which I

Opposite page

Strathclyde University in September 2019. There are only

love, has a rich and diverse architectural heritage that needs

a small number of students attending the course, coming

careful management and architectural conservation for

from a variety of locations and different backgrounds; it is

future generations to love, explore and appreciate. For this

exciting to see how my colleagues approach architectural

reason I have enrolled on this course to protect and ensure

problems related to historic buildings. The small group

the care of Scotland’s architectural heritage.

Views of the Monteath
Mausoleum, Glasgow
Necropolis. Designed by
architect David Cousin
for Major Archibald
Douglas Monteath,
interred 1850.

makes the development of personal relationships easy

Krisztina McCulloch

© Krisztina McCulloch
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“Going through
the different
learning stages
by studying
one building
is a great way
to understand
the importance
of each step of
developing an
architectural
conservation
project…”

Krisztina McCulloch
studied architecture
at The Moholy-Nagy
University of Art and
Design in Budapest,
between 1999-2004,
She obtained a Masters
Degree in Architecture,
worked in Hungary for a
few years and qualified
as an architect. In 2008
she won the RIBA
Goldfinger Scholarship
and attended a
postgraduate Masters
course in Energy and
Environmental Studies
at the Mackintosh
School of Architecture,
graduating with merit
in 2009. After working
in London for YRM
Architect for a while,
she moved back to
Glasgow and worked
part time. She qualified
as an architect in the
UK in 2011. She is not
currently registered as
an architect, having had
a parental break in the
last few years.
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Architects for the future
1

Worldwide, the construction industry consumes almost all

In the pursuit of sustainable development, communities

the planet’s cement, 26% of aluminium output, 50% of steel

have much to gain from conserving, adapting and reusing

“Mat 06 Material

production and 25% of all plastics1. In the UK the construction

buildings. Bypassing the wasteful process of demolition and

Efficiency.” Mat 06

industry contributes to 35-40% of the country’s total

reconstruction alone makes re-use attractive. As for carbon

Material Efficiency.

emissions. This continues to happen because our industry is

emissions, re-using makes sense because of the substantial

www.breeam.com/
BREEAMUK2014

based on a wasteful economic model which often involves

embodied energy savings made in the re-purposing of

tearing down existing buildings, haphazardly disposing of

existing buildings, compared with the ultra-high embodied

SchemeDocument/

the resulting material, and rebuilding from scratch.

energy costs of demolition and rebuild.

content/ 09_material/

While the responsibility and the fear of change is so great

However, there is a skillset in understanding existing

we do not have time to resist. Last year’s Intergovernmental

buildings. When you peel back the layers you can unravel

mat06.htm

2

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report made clear that the

not just architectural peculiarities but fragments of history,

world has little over a decade to radically reduce its carbon

craft and resources that have otherwise been lost to time.

“Scotland Faces Climate

emissions to avoid catastrophe. And this issue is a lot closer

How we consider, design and bring these projects up to

‘Apocalypse’ without

to home than we might think. The head of Scotland’s nature

current day standards takes sensitivity and meticulous

Action to Cut Emissions”,

conservation agency warns of “an apocalypse – polluted

detail using a knowledge that comes with education and

Carrell, Severin. The

waters; eroding peatlands; coastal towns deserted in the

experience.

Guardian, 31 May 2019.

wake of rising sea level and coastal erosion and the death

Despite this, adaptive re-use, conservation, ecology

www.theguardian.com/

of people in rural areas.”2 This bleak picture could be

and retrofit are not mandatory course modules in the

uk-news/2019/may/31/

Scotland by just 2030 unless urgent action is taken to cut

contemporary architectural education system: this does not

scotland-apocalypse-

CO2 emissions.

adequately or appropriately prepare future practitioners for

action-cut-emissions

the

the world in which they will work5. Without education and

predicament we face – it is through the human actions of

exposure to these factors, we can do more harm than good

3

pursuing the industrial destruction of the natural world and

to our historic environment.

Climate Change – UK

Collectively,

we

are

utterly

responsible

for

our promotion of an unsustainable and unjust economic
model that has led to our current mess.

Personally, during my time in education, my exposure

Green Building Council

to traditional building construction methods has been

www.ukgbc.org/

extremely limited. So much so that I went elsewhere to

climate-change

Feeling overwhelmed?

educate myself in the founding principles of building

As an individual, one probably feels insignificant amid the

conservation. In 2018 I attended the Historic Environment

4

climate crisis and predictions of a devastating future. As

Scotland (HES) Conservation Summer School based primarily

Buildings at Risk Register

the statistics gain mainstream publicity we find ourselves

at The Engine Shed, Stirling. During this week-long, in-depth

www.buildingsatrisk.

wondering where on earth do we start? As participants

introduction to building conservation, I attended a range

org.uk

in the construction industry, it is evident we are at a time

of seminars and presentations about different materials;

when we need to start using the existing buildings we have.

learning about the effects of stone decay, density and repair.

Newly constructed buildings may be more energy-efficient,

This was followed up by workshops where I discovered

5
“Change in Learning:

but 80% of buildings in 2050 have already been built, so a

first-hand how to handle materials for skills with stone,

Architecture in (the

major priority is decarbonising our existing stock3. Right

slaking lime and lath and plaster. Moreover, each day was

Climate) Crisis”, McAulay,

now, there are 2,317 buildings on the ‘At Risk’ Register in

supplemented by live site visits to a range of buildings

Scott. RIAS Quarterly,

Scotland4. Considering this list represents primarily listed

such as Stirling Castle and Dunkeld Cathedral, both in HES’s

December 2019.

buildings and buildings in conservation areas it begs the

portfolio, and Bannockburn House. This week has remained

question of just how much of Scotland’s existing stock is

vivid in my mind as the lecturers were experts in their field,

calling for the engagement of new life?

excited to share their knowledge and the level of interaction
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Resource guide to further education and knowledge

Correction
from last issue

Light Reading

I am indebted to

Books

Emeritus Professor

Sustainable Construction, Sandy Halliday

David Walker for

Clay and Lime Renders, Plasters and Paints, Katy Bryce and Adam Weismann

clarifying a couple

New Design For Old Buildings, Roger Hunt and Iain Boyd

of points at the

Scotland, An Atlas of Opportunity, Lateral North Scotland

start of my essay on

An Architect’s Guide to the UN 17 Sustainable Development Goals, White

James Miller (RIAS

Design

Quarterly, Winter

Websites and PDFs

2019/2020).

UK Green Building Council www.ukgbc.org/climate-change

In 1877 Miller

Historic Environment Scotland www.historicenvironment.scot

was indeed articled

Scottish Ecological Design Association – Sustainable Renovation Design

to Andrew Heiton

Guide www.seda.uk.net/design-guides

of Perth, who was

Glasgow School of Art Sustainability www.gsasustainability.org.uk

soon to be joined
in partnership with

Upskilling

his nephew Andrew

The School of Natural Building schoolofnaturalbuilding.co.uk

Heiton Granger. It
was the nephew

Further Education

who probably

Strathclyde University MSc in Architectural Design for the Conservation

had some English

of the Built Heritage www.strath.ac.uk/courses/postgraduatetaught/

experience, it is not

architecturaldesignfortheconservationofbuiltheritage/

certain if this was

Edinburgh University MSc in Architectural Conservation

with Norman Shaw.

and hands-on experience made learning

www.ed.ac.uk/studying/postgraduate/degrees/index.php?r=site/

enjoyable and engaging for all of those who

view&edition=2020&id=746

inadvertently also

attended.

Alas I

Understanding Conservation is an educational resource for all involved

elevated Shaw

Moving forward, I believe it is fundamental

in, or interested in, conservation of the historic environment provided

to knighthood.

that we continue to educate ourselves no

by the Council on Training in Architectural Conservation (COTAC) www.

Undoubtedly

matter what stage of our practice and it is

understandingconservation.org

deserved but

just as important that we share our resources

never attained. I

and collaborate in our knowledge to make the

Want to get involved?

am also indebted

most effective impact for our buildings, for our

RIAS Conservation Committee www.rias.org.uk/about/council-and-

to the wonderful

society and our planet. It’s time we encouraged

committees/conservation-committee

Scottish Dictionary

this in education, in academia and in practice

Anthropocene Architecture School www.facebook.com/

of Architects for

and support these endeavours through the

groups/822612621454922/

expanding on

RIAS. The time for collaboration and sharing of
resources is now.
And with that, here is my contribution...

David’s points.
The PDF version of the Quarterly on the RIAS website provides clickable hyperlinks for

Professor Gordon

all these resources. Visit www.rias.org.uk/about/rias-quarterly.

Murray PPRIAS

Chloe Yuill
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Books
bookshop@rias.org.uk

Books

Timber Decay in Buildings and its Treatment
by Brian Ridout Historic England; £20.00

“Ridout is clear that

The need to conserve historic timbers in buildings is greater

The author rightly sees part of his job as myth-busting,

understanding the

than ever. This is not just because slow grown structural

especially on the need for expensive chemical intervention

mechanism and

timber, with its natural advantages, is no longer easily

and guarantees from treatment companies. His summary of

type of decay is

available but because the climate crisis demands that we

research into fungus decay and the insect treatment industry

essential before

conserve existing building materials, keeping them in use

explains why confusion still lingers – commercial interests

any treatment is

for as long as possible.

applied or repair
carried out.”

Brian Ridout will be familiar to many readers as a

were and still are at stake. Ridout aims to take the mystery
out of timber rot, especially dry rot (Serpula larcrymans).

respected authority on the conservation of timber. His

Moisture levels in timber need to be 24% and above for dry rot

experience as a consultant goes back several decades, an

to grow. ‘If we remember that the wood moisture content in

appropriate timeframe in relation to the observation of

a dry, unheated building will be around 15%, then there must

timber and timber decay. In many instances the passage

clearly be a significant and sustained moisture problem to

of time allowed him to confirm that decay mechanisms,

support dry rot or any other form of decay.’ Wood-boring

whether fungi or insects, were no longer active and that

insect populations decline when moisture content is kept

no treatment was necessary so long as the building was

at 15% or below so ‘good maintenance is ultimately the best

kept dry. This book goes a long way towards informing the

method of beetle control.’

interested practitioner of the facts and the options.

Explanations are very clear and Ridout has a way with

Ridout’s other writings include Timber Decay in Buildings:

pithy expression – ‘dead decay might require repair but

The Conservation Approach to Treatment (2000) and Timber

it does not require treatment’ ... ‘if dry rot is dry then it is

Decay in Buildings and its Treatment (2015) and he was joint

dead’. The accompanying illustrations – high resolution

editor of the Timber volume in the English Heritage Practical

photographs, with inset details and captions, as well as

Building Conservation series. Although the latest book shares

easy-to-read tables – are a real aid. Care has been taken

the title of his 2015 book, this volume is more concise, with

even with the colour descriptions of mycelium and fruit –

updated research and more photographs, all colour.

cinnamon, burgundy, chocolate brown, ginger. Options for

The subject matter is very logically presented over three
chapters, from living trees (heartwood/sapwood, hardwoods/

fungal decay and insect damage are each summarised in a
decision-making tree.

softwoods) to harvested timber and decay mechanisms –

This slim volume could easily be taken to site and used

first fungi and then wood-boring insects. Ridout is clear

to identify in-situ decay. Indeed it should be kept at hand,

that understanding the mechanism and type of decay is

ready to produce when a client or contractor announces

essential before any treatment is applied or repair carried

they want to spray all timbers ‘just in case’.

out. Biocides for example are to be regarded ‘as just one of a

Jacqueline Mulcair RIAS

number of tools in our workbox. They must not be allowed
to replace thought and knowledge.’
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RENOLIT ALKORPLAN

Single ply waterproofing – adapting to change
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Life expectancy in excess of 40 years
Fully recyclable membrane
Environmental certiﬁcation
RENOLIT ALKORBRIGHT, dedicated to reduce
the urban heat island eﬀect
• RENOLIT ALKORSOLAR carrier proﬁle, for all
solar systems

• RENOLIT ALKORGREEN, for reduction of CO2
• RENOLIT WATERPROOFING, committed to
recycling

For further information please call Sheila Bevan on 01670 718283 and
request a copy of our information sheet on ‘Products for a changing world’.
Visit us at www.renolit.com/rooﬁng or follow us
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Buildings Reimagined: A Dialogue Between Old and New
by Michael Louw and Stella Papanicolaou Image Publishing; £40.00

“The authors have

With sustainability and the reduction of buildings’ carbon

Where the real strength of the book lies is the

footprint high on the construction industry’s agenda, a book

quality and number of images. There are several for each

that looks at how the re-use of buildings can contribute

project resulting in a book of almost 300 pages. These

wide to ensure

positively to this debate has relevance. Buildings Reimagined:

have all been professionally taken, and in many cases

a good global

looked far and

A Dialogue Between Old and New focuses on the different

are supplemented with historic ‘before’ pictures. This is

spread of projects

ways that existing buildings can be altered for new uses.

excellent at demonstrating the impact of the new work

and architects

It defines 5 strategies that the authors consider present in

on the old structures, and helps in understanding just

– some familiar,

projects that have the adaptation of an existing building

how transformative the schemes have been. What is less

others less so.”

at their heart. These are noted as architecture as furniture,

successful in terms of images is the use of plans and sections.

renovations and insertion, structural modification, external

These tend to be rather small on the page in comparison to

juxtaposition, and reconstruction and expansion. The book

the photos, and in some cases lack orientation, scale and

then goes onto examine the component structure of each

space descriptions. Overall the graphic design of the book

strategy and provides several case studies to show how this

has been elegantly and professionally laid out, with a high

has been realised. There are elements of some or all of these

level of quality and care evident. With touches such as the

strategies in each project, however they are defined by the

strategy descriptions being printed on contrasting paper

element that is most dominant.

at the start of each chapter, it is an easy book to navigate

Of course this topic is not new and has been well

through.

documented in the last 15 years by the likes of Graeme

The authors are both senior lecturers at the University

Brooker, Sally Stone and Fred Scott in their various books

of Cape Town School of Architecture and the way in which

about the reworking, adaptation and altering of existing

the case studies have been formulated is very relevant to

architecture. Whilst this book does focus on adaption that

students of architecture and interior design. In a clearly

has clearly altered elevations and structures, the majority of

written introduction and epilogue Michael Louw and Stella

the projects are what could be defined as interior design or

Papanicolaou describe their thoughts behind the various

interior architecture. The authors have looked far and wide to

approaches, and explain why the dialogue between new

ensure a good global spread of projects and architects – some

and old is so important.

familiar, others less so. They also look at a variety of building

In the continued debate over how much of an

types from large scale galleries such as Heatherwick’s Zeitz

existing building to conserve, and how contemporary an

Museum of Contemporary Art Africa in Cape Town, to small

intervention should be, this book clearly demonstrates

edifices such as the church of Santa Maria de Vilanova de la

projects where the balance has been perfectly met resulting

Barca by AleaOlea architecture & landscape. Each case study

in the creation not just of inspiring spaces, but the retention

is accompanied by a short paragraph describing the specific

of historic buildings that otherwise might have been lost

challenges and solutions of the project. Whilst these are

or even worse – preserved in some conservation aspic that

informative they are concise and lack in depth information,

leave them as neither old nor new.

especially in relation to materials or construction techniques.

Rachel Simmonds RIAS RIBA
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Above
IXI’IM Restaurant by
Central de Proyectos
SCP
© Eduardo Calvo Santisbón

Left
Cotton Lab by Atelier
Archmixing
©Wu Qingshan
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Building in the existing fabric, requiring more
than pragmatism and style, is in itself a design
practice.
Adaptive reuse of buildings, where changes in
the structure include the introduction of new
programs and functions, poses the fundamental
question of how the past should be made
present in the design for the future.
On the background of long years of teaching
and publishing, and using vivid imagery that
ranges from Frankenstein to Rem Koolhaas and
beyond, the author provides a comprehensive
introduction to architectural design for adaptive
reuse projects.

Adaptive REUSE

t
h
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Adaptive
REUSE

In this book,
history and theory,
building typology,
questions of materials and construction,
aspects of building preservation,
examples of advanced architectural design,
urban design
as well as interior design
coalesce in ways to approach adaptive
reuse as a design practice field in its
own right.

Liliane Wong

Extending the Lives of Buildings

Liliane Wong

Adaptive Re-use –
Extending the Lives of Buildings

Birkhäuser
Basel

by Liliane Wong Birkhauser; £36.50

Adaptive Re-use is a term coined by the author and her

of war in Roman times to the controversial restorations of

colleagues in the Department of Interior Architecture at

Notre-Dame and Carcassonne by Viollet-le-Duc, the fallout

the Rhode Island School of Design to encompass all work

from which gave birth to conservation as we know it today.

Above

done to an existing building in order to extend its life, from

This is well written and imaginatively illustrated for an

Cretto di Burri, Alberto
Burri, 1984

simple maintenance all the way through to relocation. This

enjoyable read suitable to anyone wanting an introduction

Department of Interior Architecture describes itself as at the

to conservation theory.

Boobyx, Wikimedia Commons

Left
Military History Museum,
Dresden, adapted from
an armory by Daniel
Libeskind
Bundeswehr-Fotos, Wikimedia
Commons

“intersection of architecture, conservation and design” which

The entertaining use of metaphors in this book must

looks to teach its students an understanding of building

also be mentioned, ranging from second violin scores,

design in order that an adaptive re-use intervention can be

Frankenstein, the human genome and the resurrections of

successfully applied. This book, in essence, is an overview

Jesus and Lazarus respectively. And yet, despite frequent

of the varied and innovative approaches to the re-use

references to such vivid imagery like the “Frankenstein

of existing buildings, justly stating adaptive re-use as a

Syndrome” which, in short, is an analogy of the incompatible

category of architectural design practice in its own right.
The Deconstructivism movement features quite heavily

“The entertaining
use of metaphors

invasion of foreign material to a host structure resulting in
a “monster” of architectural design, I didn’t feel that there

in this book with examples from Peter Eisenman, Daniel

was much of a discussion on what makes an adaptive re-

Libeskind, Frank Gehry & Coop Himmelb(l)au. Projects from

use project successful, or monstrous even. The book appears

Herzog & De Meuron are referenced bounteously including

to be more of an investigation into the various forms in

the Caixa Forum, Tate Modern and the Elbphilharmonie.

which intervention to an existing building can take place,

There are also many large scale modern art installations

categorising host structures into simple typologies and

cited throughout the book such as Olafur Eliasson’s The

reducing design interventions to mathematical sums.

Weather Project and Cornelia Parker’s Cold Dark Matter,

This book presents a fantastic range of creative and

in this book must

both at the Tate Modern. I interpreted the inclusion of such

stimulating building adaptations, interior renovations and

also be mentioned,

art projects as an examination of how existing buildings

installation art, but I felt it failed to assess what makes

ranging

interact with modern culture and society through art, and at

these designs successful. In a similar fashion, the book also

from second

the same time, how existing buildings can provide both host

asks some challenging and very interesting questions then

violin scores,

to such art installations as well as inform them. However, if

does not offer an opinion on them, such as whether it was

Frankenstein,

I’m honest, with some of the examples provided I struggled

appropriate in 2015 to re-use a building within the former

the human

to understand their place in extending the lives of buildings,

Dachau concentration camp as housing for Syrian refugees.

genome and the

such as Gordon Matta-Clark’s Splitting in which a timber

Either way, this is an enjoyable read and would provide some

resurrections of

house is physically sawn in half prior to its demolition.

inspiration on adaptive re-use design to anyone looking for

Jesus and Lazarus
respectively.”

About a third of the book is dedicated to providing an
overview on the history of building re-use, from the plunders
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inspiration.
Alice Henderson RIAS
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Architects of the Future?
A call to get involved… what can the RIAS do for you?
The RIAS Strategy work identified that it is

We are already encouraging all our Chapters,

Are you interested? If so please contact

vital the RIAS reach out to the next generation

Committees and Working Groups to reach

secretary@rias.org.uk and we can get

– supporting them more and involving them

out to students and new practitioners to join

people together online.

in shaping our work and future priorities. We

them but we are keen to develop a targeted

received good feedback from events held by

Action Plan based on your priorities, what you

the Edinburgh and Glasgow Chapters but it is

think we can do and how you think it’s best to

vital we are connected in all areas.

do this.

RIAS Awards 2020
Introduction

RIAS Awards

2020
In March 2020, the RIAS announced
its shortlist of 18 projects. Due to
significant concern about the spread
of coronavirus, all judging of RIAS
Awards and the RIAS Andrew Doolan
Best Building in Scotland Award has
now been postponed. An updated
timeline for the awards programme
will be published in due course.

The judging panel for this year is Jenny Jones,

Reflecting on this year’s submissions and

Founding Director and Architect at Studio Jenny

the climate challenges for Scottish architecture,

Jones (Chair), Tony Chapman, former head

Chair of the RIAS Awards judging panel Jenny

of Awards at RIBA and freelance architecture

Jones commented:

critic (representing the Royal Institute of British
Architects), Brian McGinlay, Founding Director

“Given that these projects would have

and Architect at McGinlay Bell and Ann Allen,

been commissioned at the very least,

Chair of Architecture & Design Scotland.

several years ago, there are some very

Nick

Ribbons,

Sector

Manager

–

strong carbon-conscious submissions

Construction at Zero Waste Scotland, Joann

which demonstrate an attention to the

Russell,

challenges we all face.

Head

of

Estates

Conservation

Directorate at Historic Environment Scotland

The greater shift will become

and Steven Robb, Deputy Head of Casework,

evident in the next years if we continue

Heritage Directorate at Historic Environment

to challenge and create innovative

Scotland were also involved in the shortlisting

responses as to how we can “build” with

discussions. Scottish Forestry/Wood For Good

environmental consciousness.”

continue to support the Best Use of Timber
Award and The Scottish Government is, once
again, supporting the Scotland’s Client of the
Year Award.
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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RIAS Awards 2020
Shortlisted Projects

Aberdeen Art Gallery, Aberdeen
Hoskins Architects

Client

Aberdeen City
Council
QS

AECOM
Structural /M&E
Engineer

Buro Happold Ltd
Conservation Architect
/ Heritage Consultant

Andrew PK Wright
OBE
Archaeologist

Derek Hall & AOC
Archaeology Group
Project Manager

Faithful+Gould
Main Contractor

McLaughlin & Harvey
Gross Internal Area

7,741m2

Top
Interior view
© Dapple Photogrpahy

Left
Exploded isometric
plans – pre-existing /
as built
© Hoskins Architects
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Altarf, Isle of Skye
Ann Nisbet Studio

Client

Private Client
Structural Engineer

Stuart Burke
Associates
Main Contractor

Mackinnon Joinery,
Isle of Skye
Gross Internal Area

30m2

Top
Exterior view
© David Barbour

Right
Elevations, sections
© Ann Nisbet Studio
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Shortlisted Projects

An Cala, Sutherland
Mary Arnold-Forster Architects

Client

Private Client
Structural Engineer /
Main Contractor

Carbon Dynamic
Gross Internal Area

100m2

Top
Exterior view
© David Barbour

Left
Ground floor plan
© Mary Arnold-Forster
Architects
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Bayes Centre, Edinburgh
Bennetts Associates

Client

University of
Edinburgh
QS

Turner & Townsend
Structural / M&E
Engineer

Buro Happold
Principal Designer /
Project Manager

Faithful+Gould
Landscape Architect

Ironside Farrar
Fire Engineer

Atelier Ten
BREEAM Assessor

RSP
Main Contractor

McLaughlin & Harvey
Gross Internal Area

9,500m2

Top
East elevation
© Bennetts Associates

Right
Interior and exterior
views
© Keith Hunter
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Shortlisted Projects

Bertha Park High School, Perth
NORR Consultants Limited

Client

Perth and Kinross
Council
QS

W I Talbot LLP
Structural Engineer

Goodson Associates
M&E Engineer

TÜV SÜD Wallace
Whittle
Project Manager

Perth and Kinross
Council
Main Contractor

Robertson
Construction
Gross Internal Area

12,225m2
Contract Value

£29.0m

Top
Exterior view
© Keith Hunter

Left
Elevations
© NORR Consultants Ltd
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Dunira Street Housing, Glasgow
Elder & Cannon Architects

Client

Tollcross Housing
Association
QS

Reids Associates
Structural Engineer

Structural
Partnership
Main Contractor

Cruden
Gross Internal Area

5,742m2
Contract Value

£8.39m

Top
Exterior view
© Andrew Lee

Right
Elevations and plans
© Elder & Cannon Architects
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Shortlisted Projects

Edinburgh Printmakers, Edinburgh
Page\Park Architects

Client

Edinburgh
Printmakers
QS

Doig and Smith
Structural Engineer

Will Rudd Davidson
M&E Engineer

Harley Haddow
Project Manager

Gardiner and
Theobald
Main Contractor

Interserve
Construction Ltd.
Gross Internal Area

2,650m2

Top
Section
© Page\Park Architects

Left
Interior and exterior
views
© Jim Stephenson
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The Egg Shed, Argyll and Bute
Oliver Chapman Architects

Client

Scottish Canals
QS

Thomson Gray
Structural Engineer

David Narro
Associates
M&E Engineer

Harley Haddow
Landscape Architects

HarrisonStevens
Interior Design and
Graphics

Four-by-Two
Main Contractor

TSL Contractors
Gross Internal Area

270m2

Top
Exterior view
© Angus Bremner

Right
Sections and site plan
© Oliver Chapman Architects
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RIAS Awards 2020
Shortlisted Projects

Faithlie Centre, Fraserburgh
Moxon Architects Ltd with Alan S Marshall Conservation Architect

Client

Aberdeenshire
Council
QS

Faithful+Gould
Structural Engineer

David Narro
Associates
M&E Engineer

TÜV SÜD
Health and Safety
Advisor

GWS Architects
Main Contractor

Morrison
Construction
Gross Internal Area

907m2
Contract Value

£2.50m

Top
Exterior view
© Simon Kennedy

Left
Extension diagrams
© Moxon Architects

74

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

RIAS Awards 2020
Shortlisted Projects

Global Research Innovation and Discovery
(The Grid), Edinburgh
Sheppard Robson Architects

Client

Heriot-Watt
University
QS

Summers Inman
Structural Engineer

Atkins
M&E Engineer

KJ Tait Engineers
Project Manager

Faithful+Gould
Planning Consultant

Ryden
Landscape Architects

Rankin Fraser
Acoustic Consultants

Sandy Brown
Associates
Principal Designers

Kirk and Marsh
Main Contractor

Bowmer and Kirkland
Gross Internal Area

5,200m2

Top
Exterior view

Contract Value

© Keith Hunter

£12.0m

Left
Overview
© Sheppard Robson Architects

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

75

RIAS Awards 2020
Shortlisted Projects

The Hill House Box, Helensburgh
Carmody Groarke

Client

National Trust for
Scotland
Structural Engineer

Price & Myers
M&E Engineer

Irons Foulner
QS / Project Manager /
Principal Designer

Gardiner & Theobold
LLP
Fire Engineer
Gross Internal Area

Atelier Ten

1,660m2

Civil Engineer
(drainage)

Contract Value

David Narro

£3.20m

Associates
NEC Supervisor

Sentinel Clerk of
Works
Café and shop fit out

Drinkall Dean
Graphic Designer

Carter Studio

Top
Exterior view
© Johan Dehlin

Main Contractor

Robertson
Construction

Right
Ground floor plan, south
elevation
© Carmody Groarke
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King’s Stables Road, Mixed-Use Development,
Edinburgh
Fletcher Joseph Associates

Client

Peveril Securities and
Campus DM
QS / Project Manager

Axiom PSL
Structural Engineer

Cundall
M&E Engineer

Max Fordham
Landscape Architect

HarrisonStevens
Planning Consultant

Scott Hobbs
Agents

Knight Frank
Main Contractor

Bowmer and Kirkland
Gross Internal Area

13,230m2
Contract Value

c. £40m
Top
Site plan
© Fletcher Joseph Associates

Right
Interior and exterior
views
© Paul Zanre
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Shortlisted Projects

Kyle House, Sutherland
Groves-Raines Architects Studios Ltd.

Client

Private Client
QS

Morham & Brotchie
Structural Engineer

David Narro
Associates
M&E Engineer

Atelier Ten
Concept Design
Director

Ruth Kramer
Landscape Designer

Richard Preston
Garden Design Ltd
Main Contractor

K MacRae and Sons
Ltd.
Gross Internal Area

70m2

Top
Interior view
© Alexander Baxter

Left
Diagram, elevations
© Groves-Raines Architects
Studios Ltd.
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Maidenhill Primary School & Nursery,
East Renfrewshire
BDP

Client

East Renfrewshire
Council
QS / Project Manager

Gardiner & Theobald
Structural Engineer

Blyth & Blyth
M&E Engineer

TÜV SÜD
Fire Engineer

Jeremy Gardner
Associates
Acoustics

New Acoustics
Main Contractor

BAM
Gross Internal Area

4,725m2

Top
Interior view
© David Barbour

Right
Location plan
© BDP
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Maryhill Locks, Glasgow
jmarchitects

Client

Bigg Regeneration
Limited
QS

Campbell Martin
Structural Engineer

Will Rudd Davidson
Main Contractor

CCG (Scotland) Ltd
Gross Internal Area

3,361m2
Contract Value

£4.76m

Top
Exterior view
© Keith Hunter

Left
Site sections
© jmarchitects
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The Prince & Princess of Wales Hospice, Glasgow
Ryder Architecture

Client

The Prince &
Princess of Wales
Hospice
Structural Engineer

Woolgar Hunter
M&E Engineer

Atelier Ten
Project Manager

Turner & Townsend
Landscape Architect

ERZ
Main Contractor

Balfour Beatty
Gross Internal Area

5,840m2
Contract Value

£21.0m

Top
Exterior view
© Keith Hunter

Right
Lower ground floor plan,
first floor plan
© Ryder Architecture
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sportscotland National Sports Training Centre
Inverclyde
Reiach and Hall Architects

Client

sportscotland
QS

Morrison
Construction
Structural Engineer

Goodson Associates
Ltd
M&E Engineer

FES
Project Manager

Robinson Low
Francis (RLF)
Landscape Architect

Hirst Landscape
Architects
Principal Designer

Thomson Gray
Main Contractor

Morrison
Construction
Gross Internal Area

6,700m2
Contract Value

Top
Interior view

£11.0m

© Reiach and Hall Architects

Left
Ground floor plan
© Reiach and Hall Architects
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Watt Institution, Greenock
Collective Architecture

Client

Inverclyde Council
QS / M&E Engineer /
Project Manager

Inverclyde Council
Structural Engineer

Pick Everard
CDM

Collective
Architecture
Main Contractor

WH Kirkwood Ltd
Area of Works

1,447m2
Contract Value

£1.80m

Top
Interior views
© John Sinclair

Right
Ground floor plan
© Collective Architecture
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RIAS Awards 2020

Entries

10 George Street, Edinburgh

Ashtree Road, Glasgow

Reiach and Hall Architects

Graeme Nicholls Architects

Bridgend Community Farmhouse,
Edinburgh

LF Real Estate Partners International

Merchant Homes Partnerships & Home

FLA – Fraser/Livingstone Architects

Photo © Paul Zanre

Group

Bridgend Farmhouse

Photo © Dapple Photography

Photo © Malcolm Fraser

Alyth Primary School, Blairgowrie

Bell Street Stables, Glasgow

jmarchitects

Collective Architecture

Cairngorms National Park Authority
Headquarters, Grantown-On-Spey

Perth & Kinross Council

Wheatley Group

Moxon Architects Ltd

Photo © N Hastie

Photo © Andrew Lee

Seafield Estate
Photo © Simon Kennedy

An Sgàileag, Isle of Skye

The Bothy, Banchory

The Carpenter’s House, Dunbar

Kindelan/Grant

Dab Den Ltd

Loader Monteith Architects Ltd.

Private Client

Dab Den Ltd

Private Client

Photo © David Barbour

Photo © Dab Den Ltd

Photo © Dapple Photography
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Carra, Gairloch

The Coach House, Edinburgh Steiner
School, Edinburgh

Drummargettie, Ballater

LDN Architects
Private Client

Benjamin Tindall Architects

Private Client

Photo © LDN Architects

Edinburgh Steiner School

Photo © Ben Addy

Moxon Architects Ltd

Photo © Keith Hunter

Charles Kennedy Building, Fort
William

Compact accessible home: church
hall conversion, Kelso

Edinburgh Pavilion, Edinburgh

The Highland Council Design Consultancy

Chambers McMillan Architects

Private Client

The Highland Council

Private Client

Photo © David Barbour

Photo © The Highland Council Design Consultancy

Photo © David Barbour

Ciaran’s House – CLIC Sargent Home
from Home, Edinburgh

Comunn Eachdraidh Nis, Isle of Lewis
BARD

Equine Diagnostic, Surgical & Critical
Care Unit, Easterbush Vet School

LDN Architects

Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Sheppard Robson

CLIC Sargent

Photo © John Maher

University of Edinburgh

Photo © Paul Zanre

RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020

Archer and Braun

Photo © Keith Hunter

85

RIAS Awards 2020
Entries

RIAS Awards 2020

Entries

Eric Gray @ Seafield, Lerwick

Fraser Avenue – Phase 1,
Inverkeithing

Garnock Community Campus, Beith

Richard Gibson Architects
Shetland Islands Coucil, Community Health

7N Architects

North Ayrshire Council

and Social Care

Kingdom Housing Association Ltd

Photo © Keith Hunter

Photo © Richard Gibson Architects

Photo © Anna Henley

Feshiebridge Lodge, Kingussie

Gairloch Museum, Gairloch

Trail Architects

LDN Architects

George Heriot’s School Refectory
Redevelopment, Edinburgh

RAF Central Fund

Gairloch and District Heritage Company Ltd

LDN Architects

Photo © Ewen Weatherspoon

Photo © LDN Architects

George Heriot’s Trust

jmarchitects

Photo © Paul Zanre

Flitch House, Edinburgh

Garden Shed in The Grange,
Edinburgh

Garden Room, East Lothian

Oliver Chapman Architects
Private Client

Capital A Architecture

Private Client

Photo © Angus Bremner

Private Client

Photo © Paul Zanre

David Blaikie Architects

Photo © Capital A Architecture
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Greendykes Phase G, Edinburgh

Horne Terrace, Edinburgh

Kinauld Farm, Currie

Anderson Bell Christie

CDA

Alexander Philip – Architect

21st Century Homes / City of Edinburgh

S1 Developments

Private Client

Council

Photo © S1 Developments

Photo © David Barbour

Grieve’s House, Tranent

House in Merchiston, Edinburgh

The Larch Mill, Insch

Benjamin Tindall Architects

Helen Lucas Architects Ltd

TAP architects (Taylor Architecture

Private Client

Private Client

Practice Ltd)

Photo © Tracey Bloxham

Photo © Angus Bremner

Private Client

Photo © Keith Hunter

Photo © David Barbour

Holyrood Distillery, Edinburgh

Jim Clark Motorsport Museum, Dunns

Lenzie Garden Room

7N Architects

Architects Team – Scottish Borders Council

cameronwebster architects

Newmake Ltd.

Live Borders

Private Client

Photo © ZAC and ZAC

Photo © Paul White Photography

Photo © Andrew Lee
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Lessendrum, Linlithgow

Many Studios, Glasgow

Monifieth Parish Church, Angus

EKJN architects

New Practice

Lee Boyd Ltd

Private Client

Many Studios CIC

Monifieth Parish Church

Photo © EKJN architects

Photo © New Practice

Photo © Keith Hunter

Loch Tummel House, Pitlochry

Market Street Hotel, Edinburgh

WT Architecture

jmarchitects

National Centre for Children’s
Literature and Storytelling, Dumfries

Private Client

Market Street Hotel

LDN Architects LLP

Photo © Dapple Photography

Photo © David Cadzow

The Peter Pan Moat Brae Trust
Photo © Paul Zanre

Macbrayne Apartments, Fort William

Residential Development, Ullapool

Kearney Donald Partnership

Colin Armstrong

New Gorbals Health and Care Centre,
Glasgow

The Highland Council

Highland Council/Highland Housing Alliance/

jmarchitects

Photo © Kearney Donald Partnership

Cairn Housing Association Ltd

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde

Photo © Colin Armstrong

Photo © jmarchitects
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Newhaven Extension, Edinburgh

Old Edinburgh Road Housing,
Inverness

Sandiefield Housing, Glasgow

Daniel Bär Architect
Private Client

The Highland Council Design Consultancy

New Gorbals Housing Association

Photo © Francesco Mariani

The Highland Council

Photo © Keith Hunter

Elder & Cannon Architects

Photo © Rachel Fermi

North Witch Point, Portpatrick

Red Tree Magenta, Rutherglen

Strone of Glenbanchor, Newtonmore

Robert Potter & Partners

NORR Consultants Limited

Loader Monteith Architects ltd.

Private Client

Clyde Gateway

Private Client

Photo © Express Bifolds

Photo © Keith Hunter

Photo © Dapple Photography

Observatory Road, Edinburgh

Restored Tenement, Glasgow

Taigh Glainne, Isle of Eriskay

ZONE Architects

ASSIST DESIGN

WB_arc with BARD

Private Client

Govanhill housing Association

Private Client

Photo © Chris Humphreys

Photo © Phil McCafferty

Photo © Alex James
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Tentsmuir National Nature Reserve,
Learning Pavilion, Fife

Wallace House, by Longforgan,
Dundee

Whitecraigs, Glasgow

Kirsty Maguire Architect Ltd

Aim Design

Private Client

Scottish Natural Heritage

Private Client

Photo © David Barbour

Photo © David Barbour

Photo © Aim Design

Usher Mews Townhouses, Edinburgh

Water’s Edge, Dundee

Windram House, Jedburgh

block9 Architects Ltd

Nicoll Russell Studios

kalm architecture llp

North

Tayforth Properties Limited

Private Client

Photo © block9 Architects

Photo © Nicoll Russell Studiios

Photo © David Barbour

Victoria Place, Stirling

Westerlea Gardens, Edinburgh

Paper Igloo Ltd.

CDA

Private Client

S1 Developments

Photo © David Barbour

Photo © Chris Humphreys
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Mozolowski & Murray
Conservatories Orangeries

Sun Lounges Garden Rooms

Working with you to deliver
outstanding results on every project.
To find out more call us on

Mozolowski & Murray

0345 050 5440

Conservatory Design Centre
57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG
Open 7 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm,
Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm

Visit our design centre
or request a brochure.

www.mozmurray.co.uk

Technical
Practice Update

The latest news from RIAS Practice Services

Practice update
Practice Services 2020 – Spring Practice
Information

Planning Update

The RIAS Spring 2020 edition of Practice Information is about

National Planning Framework 4

scot/national-planning-

to be published and there is still time to contact us to avoid

Hugh Crawford RIAS Planning Committee Convenor attended

framework/get-involved/

missing out on important information. If you would like to

the Scottish Government (SG) Roundtable Discussion on NPPG4

receive Practice Information 2020 on paper in a folder please

and SPP which took place on 14 January 2020 at Victoria Quay.

let us know as soon as possible. The Practice team is always

He prepared the following report.

NPF4 Roadshow
www.transformingplanning.

available to listen to suggestions or deal with any issues you
may have.

Under the Chairmanship of BEFS, representatives of the
main bodies of interest in the Planning Acts and supportive
documents met to discuss:

Practice
Information

1.2020
Spring

•

NPF 4 including Regional Spatial Strategies

•

Scottish Planning Policies including Heritage Policy

•

To consider the presentations by SG officials on these
topics and develop the issues through discussion chaired
by SG officials
The NPPF 4 revision process has been launched, with the

process set out and a call for ideas within the period January
to Easter 2020. There will be a draft set before Parliament in
September 2020. There are further, concurrent consultations
running on Housing to 2040, on policy options, also a
questionnaire on Planning Performance. The process of
Digital Planning will be developed by SG.
It is expected that the Draft NPF4 will be approved for
adoption in mid 2021. To achieve this there will be strong

Contracts Update

support from a collaborative approach from organisations,
and it should be kept in mind that there will be elections

Appointments and Contract Administration

2020-21.

Practice Information is an important means by which current

In the new document there will be stronger regional

knowledge is disseminated and regarded as an essential

coverage, as embodied in the Act. In the New Planning Act,

Practice

component of an architect’s CPD. Your attention is drawn to

there is a duty on Local Authorities to produce Regional

Information is an

the following recently published RIAS Practice Notes:

Spatial Strategies, in conjunction with neighbouring

important means

authorities and others. In the past, regional Plans have been

by which current

•

FI1921 Service of Contractual Notices

focussed on the cities. These will require to take account of

knowledge is

•

FI1922 Differences between the Minor Works and the

Regional Investment Plans. Indicative Regional Strategies

disseminated and

Homeowner contract

will be produced first.

regarded as an
essential

•

FI1924 Non-Disclosure Agreements – a legal review

•

FI1927 Limitation period for Collateral Warranties and

document and, taken together with the Local Development

component of an

Appointments

Plan, will be the Development Plan. It is expected that this

architect’s CPD.
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Note:

can be achieved through collaboration and constructive

for the safe evacuation of people, so occupants with sensory,

Due to the current

contributions; the new NPPF4 can make a significant

cognitive and/or mobility impairments, should not be

COVID-19 pandemic,

change and reimagining of what a local development plan

expected to remain in these spaces awaiting the arrival

some events/activities

can be; it will be more place based and less policy based.

of the fire and rescue service. An agreed means of safely

mentioned herein may

It will emerge from engaging with communities. It is an

evacuating people to a place of safety may for instance be

be subject to delay.

interesting progression for planning with the awareness of

done by the use of an evacuation (evac) chair. If so, correct

Climate Change, and the new NPF4 as catalyst, to create a

staff training on its use is critical, as they may need to

more prescriptive plan.

transfer a wheelchair user to the evac chair.

The outcomes of the NPF4 remain as Climate Change,

They offer mobility-impaired people with a safe way

Public Health and Wellbeing, Rural Issues, Housing,

to evacuate a building in the event of an emergency. They

especially for Disabled and Elderly, Infrastructure and

are folding, and can be stored on the wall of the Temporary

reduction of Carbon. It is expected that there will be different

Waiting Space.

approaches across the country.
As part of a Programme for Engagement, a NPF4 Scotplan

Whichever process is to be adopted should be discussed
with the client early in the design process.

2050 Roadshow is underway. The roadshow offers general
drop-in sessions, where you can come along to speak to the

Glass manifestation

NPF team as well as facilitated workshops where you can

Glass Manifestation is a treatment that can be applied to

discuss key issues with other stakeholders.

any large expanses of clear glass, in order to make the glass

For more information about these events visit the
website (see sidebar).

clearly visible, to help prevent injury through collisions. It
should be an obvious pattern applied in two height ranges,
i.e. between 850mm and 1.0m, and between 1.4 and 1.6m
above floor level.

Inclusive Design 2 – Safety

Manifestations are typically created from a permanent,
screen printed, opaque etching or applied frosted film at

Egress from a building

specified locations on clear glass to make it easier to detect;

This is the second of a series of articles to be published both in

should be of a size and form that is immediately obvious,

Practice Information and the Quarterly magazine which deals

and, as far as is reasonably practicable, contrast visually

with designing for people with disabilities, with feedback from

with backgrounds viewed through the glazing by a person

the ongoing work of the Access Panels. The RIAS is very grateful

approaching from either side. Forms might include broken

to the authors for their feedback and contribution.

or solid lines, patterns or logos and may be a continuous

It has been written by Annie Pollock, B Arch (Hons), Dip LA,

element or at appropriate intervals.

RIAS, MCLI, Richard Pollock, B Arch (Hons), RIAS, RIBA, Grant
Gordon, (Editor) FRIAS and members of the Edinburgh Access

Passenger lifts

Panel.

The smallest size of passenger lift that can accommodate

Under current fire safety legislation it is the responsibility

one wheelchair user and a companion is 1.1m wide x 1.4m

of the person in charge of a building (the duty holder) to

deep. Wheelchair users are unable to turn round in this area,

provide a fire safety risk assessment, including an emergency

and in a single door lift, a mirror should be fixed on the rear

evacuation plan for all people likely to be in the premises.

wall to assist when reversing out of the lift car, with the

This includes an Emergency Voice Communication (EVC)

bottom edge no lower than 900mm so that the lift car does

system in the Temporary Waiting Space.

not appear to be a through corridor.

The duty holder should make the necessary arrangements
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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Practice update

effective clearance of 900mm or 1100mm for lifts 2m wide

highly contrasting shadows. The illuminance at step level

Conservation

x 1.4m deep, and should remain open long enough for slow

should have an average of 30 lux; minimum 15.

Accreditation

moving people to enter or leave comfortably.
The lift car floor surface should have a light reflective
value. Dark floor surfaces can be wrongly perceived as being
an open lift shaft and can cause anxiety in some people.

Handrails etc should conform to usual best practice
specifications.
Glare

from

www.rias.org.uk/forarchitects/conservation-

spotlights

or

ground-level

building

accreditation

floodlighting directed upwards from below the flight can
cause distress for people descending and should be avoided.

External footpaths
Pedestrian routes should obviously have a firm, smooth

Universal Tip of the Month

surface, suitable for ambulant disabled and wheelchair

As Climate Change challenges us to investigate greener

users, and be slip resistant. Acceptable materials would be

solutions, we may consider natural materials more suitable

block paviors, resin bound gravel, asphalt, paving slabs and

for inclusion in our specifications. However, one to avoid is

concrete. Surfaces to avoid include cobbles, bare earth, sand,

coir entrance matting, which is disliked by both wheelchair

chippings and unbonded gravel. Undulations in the surface

users and those who are unsteady on their feet. Wheelchair

of materials such as tarmac should not exceed 3mm in a 1m

users find it difficult to navigate as their wheels sink into

Due to the current

straightedge.

the matting, and ambulant disabled people (perhaps using

COVID-19 pandemic,

sticks) may find it difficult to keep their balance due to the

some events/activities

yielding surface.

mentioned herein may

Drainage slots in gratings should be no more than 13mm
wide.
Where paving slabs are used, there should be a constancy

Note:

be subject to delay.

of colour contrast (say a Light Reflectance Value (LRV) of

References: ‘Designing for Accessibility’ 2012 ed. RIBA Publishing/CAE;

about 5 max overall) between units.

‘BS 8300-1:2018’ BSI Standards Publication

External flights of steps

Also read RIAS Practice Note BP1911 Inclusive Design – Part 1.

These may not be covered by Building Standards, and
so need special attention to maintain safe access for

Interested in Conservation?

ambulatory disabled people, and particularly people with

The RIAS is providing a resource on conservation of the built

visual impairments. Unfortunately, many (and recent)

environment – Items of Interest – which will be issued via a

examples exist which are dangerous, particularly in the lack

regular email update. If you would like to receive the email

of contrast to identify the risers. When approaching the top

updates please contact Joanna.robson@rias.org.uk.

of a flight, and particularly with some aggregate finishes,
the steps seem to merge into one image.

Members who are interested in conservation can
find out more about the RIAS Conservation Accreditation

Each step nosing should be of a contrasting material

Scheme. The Scheme is open to architects who have a

on both the tread and riser for the full width of the step to

genuine interest in architectural history, traditional building

help visually impaired people appreciate the extent of the

techniques and conservation theory, have five to ten years

stairway. This should extend 50 – 65mm in width from the

plus conservation experience and who can demonstrate

front edge of the tread and 30 – 55mm from the top of the

experience, knowledge, personal commitment and sound

riser. The whole tread or nosing should incorporate a slip-

conservation skills in the implementation of case studies.

resistant material, and be free of patterning.

For further information visit the RIAS website (see sidebar).

Each flight and landing should be well enough lit to
clearly distinguish between step and riser whilst avoiding
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Insurance

Cyber risks and the ‘new normal’
As the world continues to adapt to the new normal of

connectivity will likely create new vectors for cyber claims.

At RIASIS we pride

working from home amid the COVID-19 pandemic, there are

Some of the COVID-19 pandemic’s unique circumstances may

ourselves in providing

a number of different challenges facing the overwhelming

limit or challenge the responsiveness of these policies.

a market leading policy

majority of businesses in these unprecedented times.

Most cyber insurance policies include a broad array

wording, an integral

In particular, cybersecurity will undoubtedly be stressed

of coverages relevant to the current environment. These

support service

to a level never experienced before by corporations around

include network security liability, privacy liability, security

and fast turnover of

the globe. Increased remote working is presenting more

response and forensic costs, data recovery and restoration,

documentation.

opportunities for cyber-attacker, and organisations just

ransom event costs, reputational harm, network business

starting to use remote desktop protocols for work may be

interruption and associated expense, system failure,

For further information,

more susceptible to a cyber-attack.

contingent business interruption, and privacy regulatory

please contact:

Cyber actors have already taken advantage of people

defence. In some situations, however, coverage may not

seeking information on the pandemic. COVID-19 is increasing

apply. Cyber insurance policies typically include:

the occurrence of phishing and “social engineering” events,

•

RIAS Insurance Services

Infrastructure exclusions. Policies typically exclude

Orchard Brae House

coverage for failure of power, utility, mechanical or

30 Queensferry Road

Remote working also increases the risk of relaxed privacy

telecommunications (including internet) infrastructure

Edinburgh EH4 2HS

policies and procedures. To facilitate working from home,

or services not under the insured’s direct operational

Tel: 0131 311 4130

control.

Fax: 0131 311 4280

Voluntary shutdown coverage limitations. Coverage may

vivian.allison@marsh.com

with information about the virus used as the hook.

employees may remove printed files from the workplace,
or transfer personally identifiable information to unsecured

•

or unencrypted storage or personal devices — potentially

only apply to voluntary shutdowns to prevent the spread

exposing the information to a breach by unauthorised users

of malware or limit damage — and not to shutdowns

or improper use and disposal.

intended to improve network access or functionality.
•

Limitations in computer system or network definitions.

Demands on IT Resources

Policyholders should review key definitions and whether

Organisations also need to maintain a heightened state

they affect coverage for owned, operated, or leased

of cybersecurity, including testing system preparedness

systems and those operated by third parties.

for inevitable operational disruption. IT experts are being

•

Limitations in system failure definitions. Some policies

increasingly called upon to handle problems arising from a

may require a human or programming “error”, proof of

suddenly remote workforce. Demand on web communication

testing or patches, or proof of system use prior to failure

tools will increase, so system availability may be reduced.

in order to trigger coverage.

System outages or degradation will interrupt operations,

As the pandemic continues, businesses should look

causing loss of revenue and additional expense.

past the erroneous myths about cyber liability insurance
and look to gain a more objective and accurate view of the

Insurance Considerations

broad and expansive protections that cyber coverage can

Insurance coverage for privacy breaches, security incidents,

offer. By working with a knowledgeable broker or advisor,

and technology outages is already available. In fact, a typical

organisations can design a standalone cyber insurance

cyber policy provides various loss prevention and mitigation

programme that is tailored to their unique risk profile and

services that can be accessed both before and after an

risk tolerance.

event. Several insurers are also proactively reaching out to

These are extraordinarily challenging and unsettling

policyholders when they become aware of potential threats or

times for everyone. Marsh is well-placed to deliver insurance

exploitable vulnerabilities. However, with the unprecedented

placement and risk advice to ensure that your practice

number of people “social distancing,” the rapid rise of remote

continues to thrive.
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RIAS Insurance
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name of Marsh Ltd.
Marsh Ltd is authorised
and regulated by the
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Membership
RIAS Chapters
Aberdeen
Dundee
Edinburgh

Membership update

Glasgow
Inverness
Stirling
Outwith

The following deaths
were reported with
regret:

William Lindsay
David S Morris rias

Julio Bros-Williamson

Lord Balfour of Burleigh

Dannie Onn rias

Tsvetomila Anatolieva

hon frias

Jeanette Paul rias

Duncheva

Malcolm Hay rias

Annette M W Pollock

Iain Macleod rias

rias

William McWalter rias

Jack Powell rias

John Smith rias

Allan Quinn rias

James Watson frias

Derek Riddell rias

Samuel Cheung

Sonia Claire Brims rias

John M Watson rias

William Scott rias

Jamie Dorothy Christou

Rekha Barry rias

John (Ian) McDonald

John Scullion rias

Janet Direen

Julia Mackenzie Bennett

RIAS Membership

Watson rias

Eleni Stathi rias

Ewan Lauchland

rias riba

Categories

Mark Thomasson rias

Nikhail Mair

Cameron Burt rias

Associate

Resignations:

Barrie Turnbull rias

Zhanar Omarova

Emma L Connolly rias

Graduates/ pre-part III

Elizabeth Acheson

John Henry White rias

Tristan Rabaeijs

Diana Chirescu rias

Affiliate

Daniel Bourke

Gordon W Wood rias

Hugo J C Serrano

riba

Interest in architectural

Owen Dore rias riba

profession

Fraser J A Graham rias

Students

Catriona Gray rias riba

Student of architecture

Ian Grant rias riba

Academic

Melissa Fiona Hart rias

Architects working in full

Eoin Kavanagh rias

time education

Holly Kennedy rias riba

Chartered

Kevin Leadingham rias

Fully qualified ARB

McFadzean rias

Elections to Affiliate
Membership:

Election to
Associate
Membership:

Drew Carr
Ian Hendry
Roger Legge

Transfers to Retired
Fellow:

Robert Torkel Pedersen

Brian Day frias

Derek Riddell

John Gilbert frias

Andrew Shields

Andrew PK Wright frias

Trevor Strachan
Ronald J W Wilson

Reinstatements:

Election to
Academic
Membership:
John Brennan rias

Elections to Student
Membership:

Marc Stewart

Ryan M Watson rias

Felix Wilson

riba

Kylie Yap

Fiona Warnock-Greer

Katy Zung

rias
David Webb rias

Elections to
Chartered
Membership:

Cameron Burt rias

Mark Bell rias riba

Martin Scott Berry rias

Daniel Anderson

riba

Registered architects

riba

Peter Martin Brewser

Iain MacLeod rias riba

Fellow

Removals:

David Locke rias

Minyoung Choi

Robert A E McFarlane

Highest level of RIAS

Warwick Heavon-Jones

Fiona Macdonald rias

Eleanor Cunningham

rias riba

Membership

Gareth Morris

riba

Nathaniel Gunn

Simon McGreachan rias

Hon Fellow

Keith Vance

Craig Matheson rias

Mairead Hammond

riba

Person of distinction

Russell Wardrop

riba

Holly Hickey

Emelia Milne rias

nominated by the

Fionn Stevenson rias

James Hutt

Kerry Nicol rias

Incorporation’s members

riba

Simba Xavier Kanchefu

Carolina Garcinuno

Retired

Alastair G Baird rias

David Sweeny rias riba

Bhairavi Prasad Kaniyal

Nunez rias riba

Retired from architecture

Brian Vernon Day rias

Brian Thomson rias

Yixuan Li

Catriona Gillian O’Neill

and employment

Christopher Gatton rias

riba

Yuchen Liu

rias riba

Peter Laurence Johnson

Fahmida Joya Zaman

Mihail Pandrea

Alastair Reid rias

rias

rias riba

Samuel Pickering

Nicolas Shepherd rias

Charlene Rankin

Norman Kidd rias

Jo White rias

Bhairavi Prasad Kaniyal

Ryan William Turner

Manager: Membership /

Jennie McDougall

rias riba

RIAS Consultancy Support

Douglas Tullie

Transfers to Retired:

Peter McCormick rias
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President’s Diary / Honorary Fellows

President’s diary

Does not include internal meetings; meetings in Edinburgh except where stated

12 RIBA President’s International Round Table

December 2019
18 James Miller Awards Assessment Meeting /
Edinburgh

meeting / London
Royal Gold Medal Lecture / London
13 Met Robin Nicholson, convenor of “The

06 Aberdeen Society of Architects’ Dinner
12 Meeting at Construction Scotland
Innovation Centre / Blantyre
17 RIAS HQ Working Group Meeting (virtual)

January

Edge”, re the climate emergency / London

10 Architecture Fringe Meeting / Edinburgh

Attended the RIBA Student Design Review

April

29 RIAS Convention Short Life Working Group

and Gold Medal Dinner / London

08 Rescheduled RIAS Council Meeting

25 Architecture Centre Meeting / Edinburgh

Meeting / Edinburgh

26 Investors’ Conference / Edinburgh

February

(virtual)
09 Rescheduled RIBA Council Meeting
(virtual)

03 Scottish Government Circular Economy
Meeting / Edinburgh
05 RIAS Council / Edinburgh
11 RIAS Outwith Fellows Reception at
Scotland House / London

March

Carol-Ann Hildersley

04 RIAS Interim Non-Executive Board meeting

Senior Manager: Secretary and Treasurer’s

/ Edinburgh

Office

05 HR Seminar / Edinburgh
RIAS Governance and Policy Committee /

© Gordon and French

Edinburgh

Honorary Fellows

Bill Paterson Hon FRIAS
Bill was born in Glasgow in 1945. After a three

Company and toured extensively throughout

year stint as a struggling apprentice quantity

Scotland, Ireland and Europe with such shows

surveyor he escaped to the teaching course

as The Cheviot, The Stag and the Black, Black Oil.

at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and

He made his first appearance in London in 1976

Drama.

with the company.

His first professional appearance was

He appeared at the Royal Court with Billy

with the Glasgow Citizens Theatre in their

Conolly’s first play An Me Wi’ a Bad Leg Tae,

1967 production of Brecht’s Arturo Ui, which

followed by John Byrne’s Writers Cramp at the

launched the career of Leonard Rossiter.

Edinburgh Festival and the Bush Theatre.

From 1970 to 1972 he was with the Citizen’s

Bill has also appeared in many TV shows,

Theatre for Youth as actor and assistant director

including award-winning Fleabag with Phoebe

and at the 1972 Edinburgh Festival he appeared

Waller-Bridge and Olivia Coleman. He has also

in the now historic Great Northern Welly Boot

starred in Doctor Who, Outlander, The Crow

Show written by and featuring Billy Connolly.
He then became a founding member

Bill Paterson is awarded the
RIAS’ Honorary Fellowship for
his contribution to theatre, film,
television and radio.

Road, Churchill’s Secret, Shetland, Sea of Souls
and many, many more.

of John McGrath’s 7:84 (Scotland) Theatre
RIAS Quarterly Issue 41 Spring 2020
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Obituaries

Obituaries
Robert (Bob) Anderson FRIAS

Bill McWalter
RIAS

1939 to 2019

1937 to 2020

Born in South Elmsall, Yorkshire, Bob never lost

Edinburgh College of Art, and Ann were born

Bill McWalter was born in Alloa in 1937, the

the accent. Preferring Art to Rugby at school, he

here & it seemed the logical and ideal location.

son of a grocer. He was educated at Inverness

maintained a life-long contact with his school

Bob joined Roland Wedgwood Associates

Royal Academy. He studied art and architecture

art master who had arranged life drawing for

in 1976 and became a partner working on a

at Dundee College and then graduated from

him at the local college. Bob Anderson went

competition winning but sadly unrealised

Edinburgh College of Art.

on to study at Liverpool School of Architecture

Hilton Hotel for Castle Terrace, Edinburgh.

and worked for L.A.G. Pritchard on housing and

Working

with

Viewpoint

He went to work for Honeyman and Jack

Housing

architects in Stirling, and then for the Borough

leisure centre projects and on the design for the

Association whose director Norman Dunhill

Architects department of Stirling Council. There

church of Christ the King, Liverpool.

had a vision for sheltered housing that Bob

he worked on the Police HQ at Randolphfield

In 1964 Bob and his wife Ann took up

totally embraced, resulted in Lynedoch House,

and the new council HQ buildings at Viewforth

residency in Rhodesia but with the arrival

Edinburgh, which received both an RIBA

house. He went into business for himself in

of call-up papers, they quickly relocated to

Award and a Saltire Award. Subsequently as a

1974, and worked on a large number of projects

Lusaka where Bob continued to work with

sole practitioner and also in practice with Alan

building and extending homes, businesses, pubs,

Montgomerie Oldfield Kirby in their Zambia

Jeffrey, Bob also served as house architect for

restaurants, and a convent. In 1991, walking in

Office. He became an associate in the practice

RIAS.

the Swiss Alps, Bill nearly died in a glacier fall.

and together with Ron Kirby worked on

A personal life-long interest in art led

After a lengthy hospital stay, he returned to

including

Bob to join the Scottish Society of Architect

work and rebuilt his business. He designed the

Lusaka Ministerial Headquarters, Ndola Civic

Artists concentrating on pencil, watercolour

new Management Centre at Stirling University,

Centre and a Master Plan for the new Kansanshi

and pastel works. As Secretary and President

and hundreds of other projects.

Mining Township for Anglo American.

of SSAA for over a decade, he enthusiastically

His love of building continued in retirement,

maintained the energy within the society by

this time of model railways, dolls houses, and

involved with the excellent Lusaka Theatre

arranging

throughout

boats. He died early in 2020, leaving a concrete

Club. During their ten years in Zambia Bob

Scotland and with European architect-artist

garden railway even the Dambusters couldn’t

designed and constructed over 40 theatre

groups in Venice, Verona, Paris, Warsaw and

demolish.

productions, became chairman of the Lusaka

Stuttgart.

Obituary by Findlay McWalter

competition

winning

projects

Together Bob and Ann were heavily

regular

exhibitions

Theatre Club, designed rehearsal rooms and

He and Ann attended each exhibition

members’ bar extensions, and was a committee

making good friends throughout Europe, and

member of the Theatre Association of Zambia.

in 2012 Bob personally organised and hosted

Bob enjoyed hands-on building and painting

the Royal Visit of SSAA’s patron HRH The Duke

stage sets, ranging from Becket, Othello etc.

of Gloucester at the House for an Art Lover

to Old Times, The Caretaker and new plays by

in Glasgow. Bob’s end of life dementia was a

a friend David Wallace – ‘Love & Custom’ and

great sadness, undeserved by one who lived

‘Jesus ‘Z’ Christ’ which included entertaining

so considerately and so well. His achievements

President Kenneth Kaunda.

in art and architecture will help preserve his

Returning to the UK in 1975 Bob and Ann
were drawn to Edinburgh for its diverse yet

memory.
Obituary by Stuart Campbell FRIAS

available culture. Bob’s father, who attended
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Getting in touch
Contacting RIAS
By telephone

By fax

By email

By post

+44 (0) 131 229 7545

+44 (0) 131 228 2188

info@rias.org.uk

15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2BE

Karen Stevenson

Carol-Ann Hildersley

Louise McLeod

Maryse Richardson

Acting Secretary

Senior Manager: Secretary’s Office

Senior Manager: Finance and

Senior Manager: Practice

karen.stevenson@rias.org.uk

childersley@rias.org.uk

Administration

mrichardson@rias.org.uk

Senior Management

lmcleod@rias.org.uk

Staff

Marjorie Appleton frias

Stuart Bryce

Clare Cavanagh

Elaine Dobie

Maureen Johnstone

Practice Services Consultant

Manager: Bookshop / Design

Receptionist / Bookshop

Practice Administrator

Senior Finance and

p/t

Certification Schemes

Assistant p/t

edobie@rias.org.uk

Administration Assistant

mappleton@rias.org.uk

Administrator

reception@rias.org.uk

mjohnstone@rias.org.uk

bookshop@rias.org.uk

Veronica Low

Janet Nixon

Charlene Rankin

Joanna Robson

Gemma Sinclair

Manager: Commercial

Manager: SBCC p/t

Manager: Membership /

Administration Assistant p/t

Events and Communications

vlow@rias.org.uk

info@sbcconline.com

RIAS Consultancy Support

joanna.robson@rias.org.uk

Co-ordinator

crankin@rias.org.uk

gemma.sinclair@rias.org.uk

Lorraine Sutherland
Senior Receptionist /
Bookshop Assistant p/t
reception@rias.org.uk
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Professional Indemnity Insurance

HELPING YOU
MANAGE TODAY’S
CHALLENGES
As one of the industry leaders in placing professional indemnity
insurance for architects, we help our clients deliver the best
possible solutions against today’s challenges with confidence.
For further information contact:
VIVIAN ALLISON
+44(0) 141 304 4328
vivian.allison@marsh.com
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