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Creating space for
inspiring conversations
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There has never been a more vital
time for RIAS and its members to
be active in Scotland’s conversation
about architecture and the built
environment.
RIAS, with its members across Scotland, has
a unique role to play in using its members’
experience and creativity to help individuals,
communities and businesses to develop a higher
quality, more sustainable built environment that
will stand the test of time.
Addressing climate change – the most urgent
issue of our times – places even greater focus
on t e e i ion e in en e to el
il mo e
resilient communities.
Design and the creative economy are growing
in ignifi an e an in en e ena ling
and its members to play an even more important
role in tackling inequality and poor health and
supporting the delivery of high quality public
services.
i e ent t in ing a olle ti e o lem ol ing
approach and an ability to ensure that RIAS
members’ voices are heard, is embedded within
our new strategic approach.
i ne
ea t ateg ee to o en
an
widen this dialogue. It has been shaped by our
members, who are close to communities across
Scotland; who are active collaborators; and
who share a passion for buildings and places
that bring important economic, social, cultural
enefit

We are changing.

RIAS members are involved
in a wide range of activities
and events across Scotland,
many of these are open to
the public, providing an
opportunity for people to
engage with architecture
and design. The people who
are creating new places and
spaces in communities across
the country.
Find out more about
forthcoming events and
how to particpate at:
rias.org.uk/about/events

RIAS Inspiring

Design
Well-designed,
attractive
buildings and
places generate
important
economic, social
and cultural value.
At RIAS we are
committed to
ensuring that the
enefit o goo
architecture is
understood and
valued in Scotland.

To help make this
happen we will engage
with communities across
Scotland to:
•

showcase exemplar
buildings and demonstrate the
o o t nitie t at o
om
great design

•

promote the value of the
architectural profession and
the importance of urban design
in Scotland to build capacity and
demand for better architecture

•

encourage and promote
innovation in architecture
through publications and awards

•

promote opportunities for new
and emerging practitioners to
demonstrate their skills through
open architectural design
competitions.

•

build awareness and
appreciation of design and
the overall importance of
architecture and the built
environment in society across all
areas of the education system
and lifelong learning.
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People
Working
environments
that are inclusive
and encourage
individuals to
develop are vital to
Scotland’s future.
At RIAS we will
unlock the potential
of people by
encouraging our
members to invest
in their clients and
communities.

e ifi all

e

ill

•

increase understanding of the
al e an enefit o t e a ite t
contribution to socially responsible
design and in the built environment
sector

•

champion a more sustainable sector
with fair fee levels and more career
opportunities

•

support young practitioners to
develop their practices and ensure
they receive fair pay for their work

•

investigate barriers to participation
in the profession at every level and
identify actions to remove them
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Collaboration
RIAS is committed
to working with
members, clients,
other professionals
and communities to
develop a higher
quality, more
sustainable built
environment in
Scotland.

To help achieve this,
we will:
•

harness the strength of our existing
relationships, working with others
in the built environment to develop
partnerships to meet today’s
challenges through improved design
and construction quality

•

encourage a creative, inclusive
approach to working together
in construction and property
development

•

support clients and building users
who want to be more involved in
the design of their environment by
sharing participative design tools
and guidance

•

omote t e enefit o multidisciplinary approaches to design
and development
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Environment
We are passionate about
the significant role the
built environment plays in
helping Scotland address
inequality, poor health,
well-being, our ageing
population, challenged
public services and
climate change.

RIAS will help Scotland to
enefit om t i

e en iti e e e o
il ing an
ell e igne
new developments support
sustainable, inclusive and
resilient communities. Great
urban design and planning
should save energy and
ma e t e mo t o o finite
global resources.

•

championing an environmentally
sustainable and socially responsible
approach to design and development

•

challenging the public, industry and
government to care for and protect
our built heritage

•

encouraging the re-use of existing
building stock to capitalise on its
en i onmental enefit an em o ie
energy

•

promoting the value of improving the
whole life performance of buildings

•

supporting more sustainable
communities through the development
and promotion of procurement
practices that encourage the use of
local architects and contractors in
remote and ‘fragile’ communities

•

promoting the importance of longterm thinking and ‘stewardship’ in
the built environment
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Value
High quality design and
construction supports a
resilient and sustainable
Scotland. Buildings that
are constructed must
be safe, perform well
and be able to stand the
test of time.
RIAS Chartered Architects
can, and will, develop
and support high quality
and innovative initiatives
that promote the design
and delivery of better
developments.
In a changing business
environment, RIAS will
provide clear leadership,
ensuring that architects’
skills and expertise stay
relevant and are recognised
as essential to the success of
every project.

e ifi all

e

ill

•

support the need for enhanced
quality control in the construction
industry

•

work closely with those involved
in construction research and
development to create more
innovative methods of design and
construction

•

encourage community organisations
to engage an RIAS Chartered
Architect to help realise their visions
when considering projects

•

support schemes that demonstrate
and deliver special skills and best
practice

•

highlight the value of the client /
architect ‘whole’ life’ relationship
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Voice
RIAS represents the
values and experience
of chartered architects
working to deliver
inspiring projects for
communities and clients
across Scotland and
beyond.
Architects are creative,
forward thinking and
skilled at working with
diverse stakeholders to
deliver often complex
projects. We will work
to ensure that our
collective knowledge
and experience, and the
thoughtful approach we
bring, are resources that
an enefit all

o el
otlan enefit
from this we will:
•

be a strong, influential voice that
assists clients to deliver the best
buildings and built environment

•

build on previous work to champion
the skills, knowledge and insights
of the profession with government
policymakers and the public

•

engage with communities across
Scotland to inspire and support them
in t ei am ition to fin ette more
imaginative design solutions to
e elo ment i e t at a e t t em
and convince them that good design
can create better places

•

develop RIAS creative spaces in each
Chapter area to promote architecture
and design and better connect
members with the public
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Contact us
Find us
The Royal Incorporation
of Architects in Scotland
15 Rutland Square,
Edinburgh
EH1 2BE

Call us
+44 0 131 229 7545

Follow us
RIASmembership

Visit
rias.org.uk

Published in 2019

Email us
info@rias.org.uk
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