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GEOliving specialise in designing and installing renewable heating and energy solutions throughout
Scotland. At our base in Uphall, West Lothian, we have operational installations of both Ground
Source Heat Pump and Solar Thermal technologies.
We currently work with several architectural practices providing expert advice for their clients on
selecting the most appropriate technologies and ensuring best practice design and installation to
deliver the maximum energy saving over the lifetime of the installation.
In addition we offer advice and guidance on the various incentives available to your clients
including the Renewable Heating Incentive (RHI) and Feed-in Tariffs (FITs) for the generation of
electricity from Solar Photovoltaic (PV) panels.
We aim to provide the highest level of service to you and your clients and will be directed as to the
most effective method of integrating our expertise to your current range of client services.
Please contact Ian McArthur to enquire about any aspect of your client’s renewable energy
requirements.

GROUND SOURCE HEAT PUMPS • AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS • EXHAUST AIR HEAT PUMPS • SOLAR PV • SOLAR THERMAL

The Courtyard
56 West Main Street, Uphall
West Lothian, EH52 5DW

t. 01506 857730
e. ian@geoliving.co.uk
w. www.geoliving.co.uk

M-Web+

= reliability, flexibility
and cost saving

M-Web + is P4’s new Ethernet interface with

P4’s excellence has been recognised by The Royal

integrated web server and supervision unit that

Incorporation of Architects in Scotland (RIAS) who

continuously scans and monitors the status of
emergency lighting in a building or estate, for
instant status update via web navigator software.

have specified P4 products for the current
refurbishment of its Rutland Square, Edinburgh HQ.

Ideal for smaller and medium sized buildings or
estates, it can be directly connected to up to

Full details of these and other exclusive P4 products

125 P4 emergency lighting luminaires. By adding

can be found on our website www.p4fastel.co.uk

collector boxes the network can be expanded to
monitor up to 12,500 luminaires. A reliable and
flexible solution for remote maintenance.

or you can email us at info@p4fastel.co.uk
or call us on

01328 850555
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malcolm cochrane

regulars // FROM THE PRESIDENT

government liaison
The most intimidating thing I’ve had to do thus far into my
Presidency was an interview for the BBC. The most pleasurable
was the judging and presentation of the RIAS/A+DS Student
Awards. Undoubtedly the most important was my meeting, on
16th August, with the Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External
Affairs, Fiona Hyslop. After a lunchtime briefing, the Secretary and
myself headed up to the Cabinet Secretary’s office at St Andrew’s
House. There we met with Ms Hyslop, along with Chief Architect,
Ian Gilzean, his Architecture and Place colleague, Les Scott and
David Hutchison, one of the Government’s Special Advisors. Our
agenda, shared in advance, had six items which we felt were the
most pertinent to a first meeting between an incoming RIAS
President and the Cabinet Secretary.
Ms Hyslop started off the meeting with a kind invitation
for a small group from the Incorporation to be shown around St
Andrew’s House. We haven’t yet taken up her offer. Any member
anxious to visit Thomas Tait’s Art Deco masterpiece, should contact
the Secretary, nbaxter@rias.org.uk (first come first served!). Our
Secretary, Neil Baxter, then gave the Minister a pictorial review
of this year’s RIBA Awards. One issue which was discussed was
the proposal which had been brought before the RIAS Council, for
a broadly-based Scottish architectural award scheme. The Cabinet
Secretary appreciated that this is an issue for us to resolve with
our partners at the RIBA but seemed keen on such a scheme. The
possible re-badging of the RIBA Award programme in Scotland
will be explored by our two organisations.
The Cabinet Secretary was particularly impressed by the social
and economic benefits arising from a number of the buildings
recognised in this year’s RIBA Awards. The Incorporation has
subsequently agreed to work on the quantification of benefits,
illustrating the case for design quality as a means to deliver better
long-term cost outcomes. This endeavour will be specific to the RIBA
winners which featured in issue six of the Quarterly. Ms Hyslop
indicated that she is looking forward to presenting the Doolan
Award in November. The Award is, once again, benefitting from
the support of the Doolan family and the Scottish Government
(flyer enclosed with this issue).
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A discussion on Conservation Accreditation followed. The
Cabinet Secretary gave an assurance that, along with the schemes
promoted by the RIBA and AABC, the RIAS scheme will be
acknowledged by the various UK grant giving bodies in a joint
protocol to ensure equality of opportunity for Conservation
Accredited practitioners.
The Incorporation’s concerns about procurement and
particularly the proposed standard pre-qualification questionnaire
for Scotland (sPQQ) were aired. The Cabinet Secretary proposed
a meeting between the Government’s procurement team and the
Incorporation. [Note – a meeting has subsequently taken place
between RIAS Secretary, Neil Baxter, our Consultancy Director,
Brian Moore and senior procurement officials – work is ongoing.]
The meeting concluded with an exploration of two issues
very much about the promotion of Scottish architecture at home
and abroad. The Cabinet Secretary was intrigued to hear of the
RIAS plan to work with established, compatible international
companies to “broker” opportunities for Scottish practices in
emerging and growing markets overseas. She also felt that the
Scottish Government might be able to advise the Incorporation
on a proposed visit to China to promote the skills of Scotland’s
architects. Although the Cabinet Secretary felt that an official
Governmental designation of 2016 as ‘Scotland’s Year of
Architecture’ might not be appropriate she was warm to the idea of
a year-long event. The Incorporation has consulted with numerous
potential partners towards a lively year-long programme.
Architecture is one of the Cabinet Secretary’s six key
priorities. We are hopeful that the significant goodwill she has
already demonstrated and the breadth of other topics that the
Incorporation has broached with her presage a continuing and
mutually beneficial dialogue.
sholto humphries prias
president
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malcolm cochrane

regulars // FROM THE secretary

shamed into responding
A Word for Our Sponsors
We are coming towards the end of the second year of this new style
magazine and thankfully the number of advertisers featured in
the Quarterly has risen steadily. In these most difficult of financial
times their support for this key means of communicating with you
is very necessary and is generous indeed. So please pause at the
ads. If you are drawing up a tender list and our advertisers’ skills or
products might suit please consider including them. We need their
continuing support to produce this journal and as with all those
who sponsor the Incorporation and its Chapters, their funding
goes directly into services for our members. If you can reciprocate
their support please do.
That E-bulletin
Rarely has an RIAS communication prompted such a flurry of
responses as the recent e-bulletin on interns, zero fee tenders
and working post retiral. Thankfully most were very supportive
and indicated real solidarity in the profession. However there was
some bemusement and even mild abuse on the retiral issue. After
fuller explanation even the correspondent whose letter was headed
“Shame on you RIAS”, agreed that we were only trying to protect
the interests of our members. More than one correspondent felt
we should share the fuller explanation more widely, so here’s that
response:
“Dear RIAS Member,
Thank you for your correspondence following the advisory e-bulletin. The
note was sent out, not to chastise retirees but to warn of a very real risk.
The RIAS Council is of the view that the potential jeopardy for retirees
and their clients which arises from them continuing to undertake small
jobs is simply not worth it.
I agree that it does seem rather heavy-handed that even advising
your local church committee on their leaky roof would, according to the
ARB advice, require registration and that insurance be carried. However,
although the risk may reduce dependent on the “work” undertaken, it is
an inevitable concomitant of being professionally qualified, even postretiral, that your advice takes on a different status from that of the lay

person with no professional qualifications. Frustrating though it may
be and I fully appreciate your comments with regard to the difficult
financial circumstances of many retired architects, it is a fact that their
professional qualification is construed under the law as an expertise
which, when applied to any related task, gives the architect a specific
liability.
The example you quote is of a householder submitting for their
own building warrant. It may be unfortunate, but if that householder
choses to employ an agent to undertake the work on their behalf, that
agent, irrespective of his/her employment status, is potentially liable
if something goes wrong. There is a significant difference between the
scenario of a householder whose own endeavours fail and those of the
same householder who feels that somebody else is responsible for his
problems. This is not about ethical considerations, although qualified
professionals might properly be expected to maintain certain standards.
Instead it is very much a legal issue. While, according to your argument,
the odd little post-retiral job might help keep house and home together,
potentially losing that home in legal and compensation costs might give
pause for thought before undertaking advice post-retiral.
There are a significant number of older architects who maintain
their registration with the Architects Registration Board and pay
the relatively modest insurance premiums required to enable them
to undertake small jobs. While membership of the RIAS is not a
requirement, the Incorporation, mindful of the low incomes of these
individuals, also has special provisions for very significantly reduced
subscriptions, which allow these members to draw on the services of the
Incorporation and to retain their Chartered status. This would seem a
much better way of proceeding for those who expect or want to continue
working.
If you have any specific issues please feel free to ask.
Best wishes,
Neil
PS The Incorporation has advisory notes on pro-bono work and
requirements for PII – if you wish to obtain these notes please write to
me at nbaxter@rias.org.uk”
neil baxter, secretary and treasurer
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REGULARS // ARCHIVAL
55 years ago

FROM
OUR
ARCHIVE
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON
FRIAS, A FORMER EDITOR OF
THE RIAS MEMBERS’ JOURNAL
CONTINUES HIS REGULAR
SERIES
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Extract from PROPECT no.3
aUTUMN 1956
NORWEGIAN VISIT
Notes from the memoir by Mr Charles W
Pressley, to whom the Rutland Prize was
awarded in 1955
The standard approach to building the frame
is to plan in a grid of 60 centimetres with an
end span of 65 centimetres to cover the end
or corner member. As far as possible the
door and window openings are kept to this
grid and sub-framed if not so. The whole
frame is braced diagonally and is rigidly
bolted to a base of concrete or stonework.
Rigidity is essential in this form of building
and every effort is made to attain it. Joints
are checked. The rigidity of the floor is
extended upwards by close bolting and
seating and the cladding is braced to take
up surface stress. The floor itself is treated
as a frame with the boards forming a rigid
skin and even the finishes play a part in
achieving stability of structure.
Another major concern of the designer
of timber-framed buildings is insulation.
That concern is understandable when one
remembers the climate range in Norway.
The practice is to fill the entire cavity
with an insulation wool. A more rigid
slab form is placed between ceiling joists
and floor joists. Incorporated with this
thermal insulation there is usually a layer
of bituminous felt on both sides of the
wool and this controls moisture as well as
heat. Plaster is not a popular finishing in
this type of construction because of the
difficulty of preparing a suitable ground
and also because much time is involved in
its application and drying-out. The usual
finish is some form of wood panelling or
board which offers additional insulation.
These boards fit into the grid and make for
ease and speed of construction.
The sequence of erection is what one
would expect – except that, as soon as the
frame is up, the roofing is completed as

far as the felt, so as to protect the inside
woodwork. In that the erection of flues is
controlled by the woodwork which frames
it and is built into it, the mason or brick
layer is usually the servant of the carpenter
or joiner after the seating walls have been
completed. The partitions too are early in
construction as they contribute materially
to the rigidity of the framing while it is still
open and only temporarily braced.
Building conditions in Norway are not
easy. Access to sites is frequently difficult
and even hazardous. The winter is long – the
summer short – so that there is a limited
period during which ‘wet construction’ is
feasible. Prefabrication is favoured as the
more economic method.
In these notes I have emphasised the
soundness of established tradition in
Norway – due in considerable measure to
the training of architects. One way is similar
to ours and entails five years’ attendance
at architecture school, following upon a
general secondary education. The other
is by apprenticeship to a building trade
in which the potential architect attains a
journeyman’s certificate of competency
before entering his architectural course at
third year stage. This latter method gives a
good background in practical knowledge of
building, but is open to the criticism that
effective knowledge of the basis of design,
of historical styles and of theory may
require more than the three years allotted.
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25 years ago
EXTRACT FROM PROSPECT NO. 27,
summer 1986

VERNACULAR VIEWS
Ross Noble was Curator of the Highland Folk
Museum Kingussie, where he successfully
recreated various traditional building types.
Taken at the simplest, most literal level,
“vernacular architecture” is a nonsense;
a contradiction in terms. The first word
implies a rude and country origin with little
or no influence from beyond the bounds
of the local area. The second relates to a
learned science and a form of fine art which
transcends continental, let alone national
boundaries. The creators of “vernacular”
buildings should, by definition, have little
or no knowledge of architectural science.
……the traditional buildings of the
Scottish countryside should be seen as a
spectrum ranging from the truly primitive
at one end to substantial, well designed
examples of the European architectural
tradition at the other. In the middle ground
– at least until the land-owning classes took
a positive hand in the provision of tenants’
housing – lie the bulk of the traditional
buildings which survive in the Scottish
countryside. In style (perhaps the wrong
word) and in concept they tend to lean

towards the primitive, the vernacular, while
in terms of construction they show marked
influences of the craft guilds.
This perhaps is not surprising. The
style and concept of an architect designed
building are really the elements that raise it
into an art form. The criteria used to create
the desired effect, be it scale, mass, choice
of materials, or indeed of site, are basically
aesthetic. And that in turn implies choice.
While I am well aware of the constraints - of
money, of the client’s brief and so forth –
which curtail the architects range of choice,
I would still contend that the choice seems
limitless when contrasted with that faced
by, for example, the eighteenth century
Highland farmer. For him the choices were
very restricted. Controlled by the presence
or absence of good growing timber; by the
nature of the local stone; by the constant
threat of clan raids or open warfare; by the
short term of his lease of the land, if indeed
such existed at all, the farmer had very
little choice in how he built his house and
what choice he had was certainly not in the
realms of the aesthetic.
The techniques of the craftsman, on
the other hand, are essentially practical and
thus more easily absorbed into the building
practices of country folk. And yet, even here
a major restriction was often imposed; that
of tradition. In a society such as existed
in the eighteenth century Highlands
– societies which are often labelled
“traditional” by academics - tradition was
much more than a descriptive term for an
artform. It was one of the dominant means
of social control and to step outside it could
be positively dangerous. Innovation could
be seen as a form of deviance by one’s peer
group and could lead to derision if not to
ostracism. Therefore it was difficult to break
away from traditional building methods
altogether. This lead to such anomalies as
buildings with well built stone walls bonded
with mortar, but still incorporating a cruckframe system.

To identify “vernacular” buildings
requires more than a glib and superficial
judgement and to understand their nature
requires a serious excursion down avenues
not often explored by modern architects.
But I firmly believe that such an excursion
is exciting, rewarding and of value for the
architectural profession in Scotland today.

1 year ago
RIAS QUARTERLY no.3 autumn 2010
From ‘Festival of Politics’ – by Eugene Mullan
FRIAS
The Sixth Festival of Politics took place in
August with a theme of ‘Changing Politics’.
This event is one of the ways the Scottish
Parliament has been trying to change
the way in which the public engages with
politicians and political institutions.
The event, organised by the Cross
Party Group on Architecture and the Built
Environment, was “New Towns – Who
Needs Them?” What is driving the current
enthusiasm for New Towns in Scotland? Is
it planning policy? Is it landowners? Is it
our target reduction in carbon emissions?
Are our existing towns quality places
with economically thriving communities?
These were some of the issues which
were addressed in a Question Time style
debate... Our speakers – Robin Harper
MSP Hon FRIAS, John Brown of DTZ,
Howard Liddell RIAS of GAIA Architects
and Alistair MacDonald of Glasgow City
Council – provided a lively and engaging
event which was chaired by BBC Scotland’s
Arts Correspondent Pauline McLean.
In this age of career politicians I couldn’t
resist the temptation to attend the final
event A Life in Politics – John Prescott. I
even persuaded my children to come with
me. John Prescott is a politician who has
had significant influence on British politics,
is a supporter of the Scottish Parliament
and is not without his colourful moments.
He was effusive in his praise for the Festival
of Politics, the Parliament building and the
real buzz of festival activity.
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artist blacksmiths
Online
SAP Calculation
Software
Includes BRE Approved SAP 2009 calculator
for use in England & Wales and Scotland
Generate Energy Performance Certificates
and Compliance Checklists to Scottish
Technical Standards for submission to
Building Control
Partnered to an accreditation scheme
in England & Wales for lodging Energy
Performance Certificates
Instant online access – sign up, create
projects, generate reports and manage your
data from any computer with internet access
Cross platform compatible – designed for
Windows and Mac OS and tested on all
major web browsers
Competitive pricing – monthly, quarterly,
annual and multi-user licenses start from £40
Free to use for the RIAS - EDC Test
For further information please email
info@energydesigntools.co.uk
or call our team on 01233 656682

Innovative metalwork solutions
designed and forged
for public buildings and spaces,
crafted by the artist blacksmiths of
Ratho Byres Forge.

P. Johnson & Company
www.energydesigntools.co.uk

Tel: 0131 333 1824
www.rathobyresforge.co.uk
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after the factory:

The RIAS Convention in May was captivated by
project architect Stefan Lobsiger’s account
of Rolf Mühlethaler Architect’s renovation
and adaptation of the former Schild AG textile

factory into the Bern University of the Arts.
Here, dr Nott Caviezel, editor-in-chief of werk,
bauen + wohnen, describes the evolution and
delivery of this extraordinary project.
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The conversion of industrial buildings is highly challenging. Even
more so when the building concerned is a listed one. A former
factory in Bern, remodeled into a university, is a convincing
project. This intelligent renovation and conversion approach has
avoided over imposition on the existing building.
Saw-tooth roofs usually indicate that the factory required
substantial and even lighting. The building at Fellerstrasse
11 in Bern-Bümpliz has an imposing saw-tooth roof, with its
characteristic contours cutting sideways into the sky. A towering
chimney reinforces the image of industrial architecture; but the
appearance is deceptive in as much as the building, which was
indeed originally constructed as a factory, has now been rebuilt
and converted into a college.
The first indication of the new usage is the students in the
cafeteria seen through a new glass frontage. The immediately
adjacent main entrance has a comparatively modest appearance.
Upon entering, the initial feeling is one of confusion. The
atmosphere simultaneously and equivocally evokes both a college
and a factory.
Instead of what would usually be an entrance hall, the visitor
is confronted with an over six-metre-wide and approximately fourmetre-high corridor. Over 30 metres further away the space opens
perpendicularly into a second hallway that cuts through the building
like a wide boulevard – an extravagant access route that was once
the vehicular “works street” by which lorries entered the building.
The first impression is of a lack of embellishment: the
heterogeneous and lively colourfulness of the various different
materials and surfaces, irregular floors pock-marked by factory
use that have only been repaired where necessary, the regular
rhythm of the concrete support in a vigorous blue, lightly painted
walls, glass doors, quantities of displayed or pinned up material –
in sum, raw, yet planned, surroundings. The new Bern University
of the Arts (HKB) was officially opened in the old factory on 11
November 2008 with a glittering party.
Existing Structures – Specifications – Solutions
The formerly independent community of Bümpliz, west of Bern, was
integrated into the city in 1919 and has since practically coalesced
with it. After World War II, in the 1950s and 1960s, Bümpliz became
a new centre of urban expansion with large-scale developments and
high-rises that still continue to architecturally and socially dominate
this western part of the urban agglomeration today.1
On the southern fringe of the Tscharnergut, between
Fellerstrasse and the Bern-Neuenburg railway line, the textile
manufacturer Schild AG commissioned the Bern architect Henry
Daxelhofer to build them a new textile factory, completed in 1959.
When the company abandoned production at the site in 1977, the
building was temporarily used by small enterprises. Already in
1998, two departments of what was then the College of Design,
the Arts and Conservation (HGKK) were housed in the building.
Finally, in 2001, the Canton Bern purchased the former textile
factory for CHF 14.6 million. The aim was to merge the Departments
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of Visual Communication, Art and Design Education (visual
design), Visual Arts and Conservation and Restoration with the socalled Y-Institute for Transdisciplinarity and the entire directorate
and administration of the HKB (founded 2003) under one roof.2
The 2003 competition to adapt the industrial building into a
functioning university was won by a team under architect Rolf
Mühlethaler. Following a change in the zoning plan in 2004, it was
possible to complete the proposal in two construction phases (up
to 2006 and until November 2008) whilst partially maintaining
normal teaching. With a bus route and four trains per hour from
Bern Bümpliz North, the university has ideal public-transport
connections in the immediate vicinity.
The conversion proposal had to take account of the fact the
building was listed and designated as “worthy of protection”.
The conversion also had to meet the Swiss energy-consumption
(Minergie) standard and had to make do with a restricted budget.
Slender budgets are often an advantage when renovating
and adapting listed buildings because they ensure, even if only
for financial reasons, that interventions remain minimal. This
was coupled in this case with the client’s insistence on a system
separation that implied both functional flexibility and a rigid
division of the building elements. This guaranteed good long-term
serviceability and a well-balanced approach to the architectural
and economic value of the building. Mühlethaler’s “Storey Trilogy”
is an eloquent illustration of how stipulations that at first glance
might appear constricting, can produce an inventive but respectful
approach to an existing structure.
Art and Design
The skeletal structure rises from a square floor plan, measuring
almost precisely 70 x 70 m. It comprises basement, ground and first
floors. The load-bearing structure of the building is as imposing as
ever. A powerful hollow-beam support traverses the entire building
from which the long, saw-tooth roof shells extend like fish bones to
the external sidewalls, defining the middle axis of the shed hall in
the upper storey where the weaving looms once stood.
Today, this spatially reorganized upper storey, still bathed in
soft northern light, serves as a variety of studios and workshops.
The contrast in use is perhaps most extreme between the working
surroundings of those practising fine art and the broad expanse of
the adjacent graphic studio, in which the clear order of an imposing
workshop landscape opens out. This spectrum – which is equally
an atmospheric one – demonstrates that the building’s inherent
flexibility is equally apt for creative chaos and more manualtechnical activities.
Entirely in keeping with the precept of system separation, the
uses requiring minimum installations are accommodated at this
level. Ideal working conditions for the art and design students
have been created by using the simplest but most cleverly applied
means. As on the other floors there are accessory partitions,
differentiated according to position and function and largely
consisting of plasterboard, duripanel boards or glass.

1 The district developments were: Tscharnergut, 1958-1966 (by H. and G. Reinhard; Lienhard & Strasser; E. Helfer, K. and W. Kormann; E. Indermühle); Schwabgut, 19621967 (by H. and G. Reinhard, Thormann & Nussli, Mäder & Brüggemann, Wander & Leimer, E. Helfer); Gäbelbach, 1965-1968 (by E. Helfer, H. and G. Reinhard).
2 The HKB was formed through a merger of the College of Music and Theatre (HMT) and the College of Design, the Arts and Conservation (HGKK).
The HKB is a department of the Bern University of Applied Sciences (BUAS). For more information see www.hkb.bfh.ch.

all photos: alexander gempeler
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art and design department – seminar
room, top floor

administration of conservation and
restoration department, ground
floor

conservation and restoration
department – art technology lab,
basement

gallery on top floor

public art by mona hatoum, ground
floor

shed hall, top floor – view from west to east
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art and design studio top floor

The fixed primary structure and the ribbon glazing of the
saw-tooth roof determine the function and therefore also the
added subsidiary structure. The latter is largely flexible, creating
a varied constellation of spaces out of the dimensional regulation
of everything from the row of smaller booths to the large cafeteria
hall. The galleries accessible from the middle axis, via narrow
stairs, serve as teachers’ offices. Where and how the new and the
old come together remains clearly evident. You stand with your
feet on the factory floor, the scars of which recount another use,
another form of work and times gone by.
Manual Skills, Research and Technology
The installations on the ground floor with the “kaFe” cafeteria,
the broad access streets, administrative offices, exhibition spaces,
additional studios, the library and other rooms, are more tightly
packed. This is above all due to the fact that this floor houses a
workshop for “The Workshop” – a service centre for the Department
of Design and Fine Arts.
A comprehensive infrastructure for the processing of paper,
wood, plastic, metal and textiles is accommodated here, available
to the professors and students of all departments to support them
in realising their projects. At this spot, with the noise of machinery
and the smell of workshops, the bygone factory is even more
present. And the long space could hardly be more raw – divided
into sections by glass walls, the running of the exposed equipment
and the original floors and the painted supports and walls left
completely untreated.
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The scene prompts a twofold recollection: on the one hand that
art and design are likewise manual skills and on the other that the
conversion is coherent and that it really works.
On the other side of the works street, the entrances open to
more studios and to the realm of the Department of Conservation
and Restoration. It is not only the production of art that is taught
at Fellerstrasse 11, but also the measures that have to be taken to
preserve it.
The challenging Bachelor and Masters degree courses are
strongly interdisciplinary and combine theory with practice, the
arts and humanities with natural sciences and include aesthetics.
This is mirrored in the equipment and the facilities of the rooms
located in the basement storey, including the laboratories, which,
due to partial excavation, receive direct side daylight. This is where
the students work with sensitive objects, where original cultural
artifacts are stored and where chemicals are sometimes used.
Hence the rooms for this department have even more installations
and have more sophisticated air conditioning.
This specific new function demonstrated the inherent limits of
restrained renovation, using the least invasive of modifications. In
this case the particularly demanding aspect was that certain rooms
require a constant climate. This has still not been achieved, despite
complex ventilation equipment and despite the incorporation of new
woodblock parquet and clay plaster for large floor areas, the physical
properties of which should contribute to a controlled climate.
The external appearance of the building has hardly changed
at all. The corrugated Eternit covering of the façades has been

rolf muehlethaler architects
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schild ag around 1960

art and design department, top floor

location plan

graphics studio, top floor

Department of conservation and restoration – modern materials and media (MMM)
Müh
ledo rfs

trasse

insulated and fire regulations required new metal emergencyescape steps, fitted to the flanks. All of the windows on the façades
and the saw-tooth roofs were renovated but retained their original
partitions and elegance. To the northeast the boiler house with its
tower and chimney has been preserved, as has the conspicuous
ventilation duct on the southeastern corner in the form of a Y.
This ensures that the appearance of the factory – an integral part
2/137_situation_1:5000
of the district for half a century – has been barely altered in its
transformation to a university. With around 500 students, teachers
and staff it has become a lively new focus for the area.
Historicity and the Present Day
In the past, industrial buildings that became obsolete were
consigned to their fate, demolished once derelict and their sites
used for new buildings. More recently, former industrial buildings
have been successfully adapted and rebuilt, not only because this is
often the cheaper and more sustainable solution, but also because
such buildings are often important architectural and historical
witnesses, worthy of preservation. Not every conversion, however,
meets historical conservation criteria. The principle whereby the
new use should be subordinate to the landmark, and not vice
versa, is clearly expressed in the HKB conversion.
The prudent idea to preserve as much of the industrial character
of the factory as possible was a result of an analysis of the building
and the correlation of its qualities with the required programme. The
lucid order of the original primary structure was translated to the
inherent logic of the rebuilding. With the exception of the retained

stair and plumbing core, the layout of the ground and basement
storeys was largely reorganised, adopting the clarity and stringency
of the old building. The simple accesses, openings and perspectives
create an overview and make the inner organisation intelligible.
The proven success of conversions such as this may be a pointer
to how well clearly structured industrial buildings lend themselves
to adaptation for college purposes. The renovation and rebuilding
concept, instead of adversely impacting on the character of the
building, delivers a sensitive adaptation by making allowance
for the existing structure, assimilating its essence and guiding it
forwards to the future.
In a college conversion, far from being a hinderance, the
retention of the workshop character of the industrial building
– the imprints, ruts and holes they bequeath – is a positive. The
traces of former use constitute the historicity of a construction:
they animate the building, inspire the users, and – as with the
HKB – sustain identity.
Rolf Mühlethaler Architect’s well-known inclination to
design perfection does not clash with this approach to buildings.
His untiring and profound efforts to develop an integrated
understanding of a building commission lead, ultimately, to
logically thought-out concepts, which, as with the conversion of
the HKB, demonstrate and illustrate, again and again, that the
new and the old can be brought together with ease. Revitalisation
has quite literally breathed new life into this extraordinary and
enduring art factory.
dr nott caviezel
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longitudinal section

cross section
02/137_q_schnitt_1:1000

02/137_l_schnitt_1:1000
ground floor

02/137_eg_1:1000

basement
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gallery floor

02/137_gal_1:1000

upper floor

02/137_og_1:1000
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loa+ds on guide
Architecture + Design Scotland
Level 2, The Lighthouse, Mitchell Street, Glasgow, G1 3LX; mon-sat 10.30am-5.00pm
The Scottish Government is the principal sponsor of Architecture and Design Scotland’s
programme of architecture and outreach activities based at The Lighthouse.

new berlin fro m south central station,
1908/1910 © Architekurmuseum der
Technischen Universität

A+DS Exhibitions and Events at the Lighthouse

City Vision 1910 I 2010 Exhibition: Urban Planning in Berlin, London, paris and Chicago 1910 and 2010
Gallery 2, Level 2, 15 September - 26 November 2011
100 years ago, setting them alongside new
work that is shaping these major urban
centres today.
The exhibition provides an opportunity
to stimulate discussion about key issues
in the process of transformation and
regeneration of our cities, particularly in

the context of urban planning. It aims to
inspire policy makers, local communities,
practitioners and members of the general
public about how good ideas can be
realised.

Material Considerations – land
of Stone
Sust. Gallery, Level 2
26 March – 22 october 2011

coming soon:
HIGH STREET
The past, present and possible
future of the traditional
Scottish High Street
Gallery 2, Level 2
9 Dec 2011 – 17 Apr 2012

LOA+DS ON in education:
call for projects

Silver Grey Quarry, Creetown © British
Geological Survey

This exhibition is a celebration of the
centenary of the ‘General Town Planning’
Exhibition in Berlin 1910 which promoted
urban planning and design. It displays
visionary projects from four cities – Berlin,
London, Paris and Chicago – and takes a
fresh look at the ideas and projects from

This exhibition showcases stone as a building
material looking at the past, present and
future possibilities for stone construction
in Scotland. Starting with the quarrying
process it looks at this diverse material
investigating the sources and production
process of stone products.
www.ads.org.uk/sust

Our local High Streets are important
public spaces, vital in establishing thriving
communities and local economic growth.
The future of our High Streets is a highly
topical issue and the exhibition will show
their evolution in villages and towns
through desire lines to the street as a
market, a place of activity, commerce and
social exchange. Specially commissioned
films will gather people’s stories, memories
and visions for their High Streets and
present a fast moving visual journey
through Scotland’s High Streets today.

A+DS is looking for interesting projects
to use as interactive online education
workshops or case studies for our schools
audience. Your project might include a
unique process or creative ways of using
materials or just be a great design you want
to shout about. Please email us to discuss:
education@ads.org.uk

For more information:
www.ads.org.uk
scottisharchitecture.com
exhibitions@ads.org.uk
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impressions of
berlin
ian stuart campbell hon frias
offers some ‘snaps’,
sketches and personal
reflections on berlin

galleries lafayette

Few cities can boast buildings by Norman
Foster, Richard Rogers, Helmut Jahn,
Renzo Piano, Hans Hollien, James Stirling,
Rem Koolhaas, Frank Gehry, I.M.Pei, Jean
Nouvel, Peter Eisenman, Daniel Libeskind,
David Chipperfield, OMA, 3XN and more.
Yet a short afternoon stroll around Berlin
can take in works by all of them. More
forethought could include further greats
from previous generations such as Le

Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe and Schinkel.
This architectural showcase is a result
of very particular circumstances. War
followed by peacetime partition led Berlin
to very dark times. The German Democratic
Republic (GDR) constructed the Berlin Wall
(August 1961) initially as a barbed wire fence
isolating West Berlin. It became the wide
clearing “death strip” extending 96 miles.
A building program by International

Building Exhibition (IBA) began to develop
gap sites caused by the Wall within West
Berlin (1987). IBA intended to encourage
local architects, diversity and careful
urban redevelopment. Architects from 15
countries responded to invitational design
competitions. Once the wall was removed
in 1989, regeneration created plentiful
opportunities for this international
architects’ Who’s Who. Many were already
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potsdamer platz

in Berlin and keen to design prestigious
government, diplomatic and commercial
commissions.
Masterplans were prepared for derelict
areas such as Potsdamer Platz. Pre-war, this
had been Europe’s busiest centre. It became
the world’s biggest building site. DaimlerBenz appointed Renzo Piano to build their
20 storey offices and to oversee 19 other
adjacent buildings, while Hans Kollhoff
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fernsehturm (TV TOWER)

designed his 25 storey centrepiece, Kollhoff
Tower.
Helmut Jahn challenged the masterplan
further with his 26 storey curved glass
tower with an elliptical public space
beneath a tented roof – the Sony Centre.
It also incorporates surviving parts of the
Hotel Esplanade, as featured in ‘Cabaret`.
The building had to be moved in one piece
over 75 metres and is now preserved behind

dramatic sheer glass curtain walling.
Potsdamer Platz set standards for
public realm which are now the envy of
UK authorities. Materials and landscaping
defines pedestrian, cycle and vehicle zones,
while comprehensive underground parking
integrates sensibly with underground
railway stations, offices and retail. Informal
seating is abundant beneath decorative
trees and canopies which mitigate effects of
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jewish museum

the spree

adjacent tall buildings.
Spectacular new retail centres along
Friedrichstrasse link seamlessly below
ground while presenting varied architecture
to street level. Jean Nouvel’s ‘Lafayette’
reflects the Parisian store. Its curved glass
frontage is recognisable as a background to
recent trendy car advertisements.
Extensive work has also restored
surviving buildings throughout the city.

Evidence remains in bullet holes that
some of the fiercest war episodes occurred
in Berlin. Facades show scars and holes
which now contrast eerily with modern
elevations.
The history of Berlin is long and
complex. In 1991 the Bundestag voted to
move the West German administration
back from Bonn and Berlin regained capital
status.

Once more Berlin is a colourful, artistic
and cultural centre where opinions are
freely voiced - often against architects,
planners and designers. Berlin presents
a surprisingly rich, comprehensible and
rewarding architectural narrative to enjoy
and discuss. Just don’t expect consensus.
ian stuart campbell hon frias
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Where did you study?
Although it sounds like I’ve never gone away, it was at the
University of Edinburgh. There were a number of inspiring
teachers there at the time including Martin Birkhans, Andrew
Gilmour, Ian Appleton, Ted Ruddock and Barry Wilson, who taught
architectural science. I got married during my year out which was
relatively unusual. Happily that didn’t seem to disrupt my studies
too much and Ewen is still my life and business partner.

Were you a good student?
I suppose it took me a while to realise that, in the theoretical
context, you can be a bit adventurous and take risks. I suppose
what inspired me to be a bit bolder in my designs was my first
experiences of international travel. I was fortunate enough to
travel through Central Europe, particularly to Vienna and Graz
but also to the Netherlands. Of course, both Austria and Holland
have strong Expressionist traditions, alongside some of the finest
examples of European Modernism to be found anywhere. This
certainly influenced my thinking. I suppose my key influences
were those architects with a strong social agenda, particularly
Lucien Kroll, Herman Hertzberger and Aldo van Eyck. At the time,
community-based housing associations were getting going and
have been a continuous influence on my thinking and the work
of our practice.

What did you do after University?

Fiona McLachlan is Head of the new
Edinburgh School of Architecture and
Landscape Architecture (ESALA) which has
brought together the former Edinburgh
University and Edinburgh College of
Art architecture courses into a single
organisation. She recently talked to RIAS
Secretary, Neil Baxter, about her own
background, her views on architectural
education and her aspirations for the future.
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My first job was with Gray, Marshall & Associates in Edinburgh,
working alongside the thoroughly inspiring Tom Gray and Alan
Marshall. It really was a continuation of the educational process.
Despite the financial problems of the early 1980s there was a
real emphasis on taking the time to do things properly. The
professionalism and rigour of the office, as well as a willingness to
give responsibility to more junior staff, all provided an excellent
training. The majority was housing association work and common
repairs and I also worked on some holiday homes on Loch Tay.
I was project architect for the Pleasance housing in 1987, a fairly
large development of 81 units. It is mainly mainstream social
housing but there is one experimental block, specifically designed
for people coming out of care. There was a good deal of other work
for Edinvar Housing Association and I contributed to several of
their developments.

all photos: neil baxter
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From 1989 I taught part-time at Edinburgh University after an
invitation from my old tutor, Martin Birkhans. As a practice, our
big breakthrough, which really allowed us to set up on our own was
our selection for the RIBA’s 40 under 40. Ewen and I were, among
the youngest in the catalogue. We set up in 1990, something
we’d always wanted to do. It was the heyday of architectural
competitions and we entered the Holy Island Competition,
Europan and lots of other open competitions. We received a grant
to produce an interactive guide to European architecture of the
Twentieth Century, Euroscan. It was well ahead of its time, among
the first ever CD Roms and truly interactive with most sales in
Japan and Australia. Mind you, the whole effort took us about ten
years of visits and a solid 18-months of work to put it together.
How has architectural education changed since
you were a student?
The most obvious difference is that the numbers have gone up.
In my year there were 20 of us. In the combined school there are
now 120 students and the resources are much reduced. I suppose
in common with everything else, the approach is not as relaxed as
it might have been in the past. Happily however, the teaching is
free of dogma and very pluralist. I think the student work is much
better, more crafted and perhaps more serious than at my time.
What were the challenges of bringing together
two architecture schools as ESALA?
The feasibility study, which ultimately combined the two Edinburgh
schools was undertaken in 2002. I was Head at Edinburgh
University during 2002 to 2006, so was closely involved in the
whole process. The key document The Alignment of Architectural
Education in East Central Scotland outlined three stages, the
first being an exchange of modules at post-graduate level, the
second the bringing together of the professional programme
in architecture which entailed the design of new degrees and
would, it was proposed, launch with the first students in 2009
and thirdly, the idea of the total merger. Rather than pursue the
shotgun approach which had been adopted elsewhere, particularly
in Manchester where I believe the amalgamation was undertaken
in just three months, we operated with two campuses and phased
the merger up from the bottom.
Although a new building would be ideal, circumstances dictate
that we move forward with the two sets of facilities, with first year
being taught at Lauriston Place, second at Chambers Street and
so on. The bringing together of staff and the breaking down of old
barriers has also been a crucial part of this evolutionary process
and one which the vast majority have handled extremely well.

What is your pedagogical approach and how do
you envisage architectural education changing?
ESALA looks to Europe for its inspiration. We have the only
landscape architecture school in Scotland and the combination of
disciplines in one institution brings opportunities for sharing and
the cross-fertilisation of ideas. We are certainly intent on reviving
what some may consider a rather old fashioned approach in terms
of the bringing together of academic disciplines and practice.
We are also excited about opportunities to align applied art and
practice more closely.
There is a huge growth in interest in post-graduate
specialisations and real opportunities in one year MScs in, for
example, sustainable design, acoustic design and conservation. The
University’s requirement to do one subject outwith architecture
or the other core disciplines is also broadened by the merger and
is exciting. Architecture students are now able to explore product
design, digital spaces, contemporary art practice, in addition to
infomatics, history of art, social subjects and a whole range of
other possible extensions of their educational experience.

What do you do when you’re not teaching?
I’ve been working on interviews with leading practitioners towards
a book on colour in contemporary architecture, which is due to be
published next year. As Head of the school between now and 2012,
there is a huge amount to be done. But I still find time for the
cinema, to escape regularly into family life with Ewen and our son
and of course, travel is still a great source of inspiration – and joy!
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Scotland’s Housing Expo 2010:
One Year On
One year on from the closure of Scotland’s Housing Expo in August
2010 is perhaps a good point to consider the evolving nature,
legacy and outcomes of a project which had its share of problems
– perhaps more than its share, actually – in being conceived and
delivered.
Returning to the Balvonie Braes site above Inverness a year
on from the month long Expo – which attracted over 35,000
interested visitors from Scotland and beyond, throughout August
2010 - is a useful experience in seeking to evaluate the benefits and
define the lessons which may be learned from such an ambitious
undertaking.
“The Highland Housing Fair” (HHF) as it was originally called
was proposed in 2007 and initially driven by Highland Council’s
then Depute Planning Director, John Greaves, as an opportunity
to promote innovative and exemplar housing types within a
small planned community; particularly apposite to the Scottish
Highlands where small, well-defined communities abound.
The model for the HHF was the long established and highly
successful Finnish series of housing fairs – contemporary and
sustainable architecture leading the creation of small communities
with a regenerative aspect. That model remains one which holds
huge potential for Scotland. The engagement of RIAS Consultancy
to organise the complex design competitions for the various plots
worked well for the Fair. It reinforced the event’s credentials and
brought diverse and inspired responses.
The Housing Fair concept was supported by a wide range
of organisations but the success of the subsequently renamed
‘Scotland’s Housing Expo’ (SHE) is primarily due to the tenacity,
bravery and willingness to take risks of the Highland Council, the
Highland Housing Alliance and their development partners and
latterly by the Scottish Executive.
Locally the Expo had a rough ride; in what might be considered
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a somewhat depressing example of parochialism and smallmindedness, some locals were relatively antagonistic from the
outset, with numerous accusations of vested interests, financial
irregularities, local authority profligacy and irrelevancy to local
needs. Then, as the Expo took shape and construction was about
to start, the economy, construction industry and housing market
crashed. That such manifold problems were overcome and the
Expo created and made a success, should be loudly applauded. So,
due respect and thanks to the SHE board, its Chairs Ian Ross and
Jean Urquhart and – in particular – Susan Torrance, CEO of the
Highland Housing Alliance.
So…what is the result? What lessons can be learned? And
should we repeat the exercise?
One year on, the strength and skill of Cadell2’s masterplan,
for what is a relatively small settlement of 51 houses, remains
potent; maximising the relationship to local context, exploiting
the remarkable setting of the site in the huge Highland landscape
and the need to make an identifiable place, able to contain and
express the diverse architecture of the Expo and all the elements
are in place; but the overall nature of the settlement is somewhat
compromised by limitations which were beyond Johnny Cadell’s
brief.
At the time of writing, the majority of the houses are vacant
and unsold, while the social housing and flats developed by the
Highland Council and local Housing Associations were tenanted
immediately. Take up of the commercial units has been largely
unrealised, perhaps not surprising given the collapse and now
stasis of the housing market. So there’s a ‘Marie Celeste’ feel to
the site which, together with the unoccupied and untended ‘village
square’ and the nature of the site itself, makes Balvonie Braes a
strange and forlorn place – at the moment. But time and the
recovery of the market will hopefully bring some sales - and life -

all photos: Mark Williams
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junior residents need friends to play
with...

strength of the masterplan will create
highly effective urban spaces over time

Landscape elements are effective,
but incomplete

Unfinished Graeme Massie ‘White House’

Vacant plot 7 and village green beyond

The Avenue, looking north. Critically,
landscaping elements remain unfinished

to the site. An active marketing campaign will be needed to achieve
this, perhaps offering the properties for rent meanwhile should be
considered?
The quality of the architecture, the interrelationship of the
houses and the strange and exciting intensity of so much design
quality and variety in such a small area, remains the single most
powerful, fascinating and challenging aspect of the Expo. This was
not, and is not, a utopian ‘houses of the future’ showsite. It was
intended as a pragmatic, achievable and affordable expression
of how housing can be. There are important and subtler lessons
here - ownership mix, affordability, creating privacy and, during
the expo, illustrations of the somewhat stark contrasts between
what architects believe the public should like and what the public
actually do like.
Should it be repeated? Emphatically, yes. The Expo
demonstrated the talent, skill and commitment of architects
and enlightened public authorities to looking forward and taking
risks to demonstrate achievable and sustainable housing; surely
the way forward for any small country seeking to innovate and
seek exemplar solutions. And what better event for the RIAS’
Centenary and the planned year-long Festival of Architecture than
an affirmative second major housing expo?
Lessons learned? We should be honest and, if necessary,
blunt. The excellent A+DS publication Scotland’s Housing Expo 2010
offered each contributing architect the opportunity to define the
pros and cons of participation and there are some interesting and
useful comments. As a ‘non participant’ architect, but one who sat
on the HHF board in the early stages of the project, I would offer
the following;
Get the right site - Balvonie Braes became the only available
site for the original Highland Housing Fair, for various reasons. It
was agreed by the (then) HHF board as suitable, but not ideal; too

exposed, north facing, relatively remote from Inverness and with
no adjoining established residential infrastructure. The Finnish
fairs have increasingly developed a community regenerative basis
and sites are donated by local authorities who actively bid for the
opportunity to host a Housing Fair. An appropriate site in Inverness
itself could not be taken up due to high site development costs.
The Expo had to be self financing and therefore site development
costs had to be minimised.
Grow the Expo - it should result in a new small community
with community facilities and must therefore reach the necessary
size and mix to make such facilities viable. The regenerative aspect
is critical to this. Balvonie Braes is essentially too small to generate
a community ethos; all too evident in its currently abandoned
state.
Plan ahead - the Inverness Expo became a success in an
unfeasibly short three year period from inception and a standing
start, learning at every stage and overcoming huge obstacles and
difficulties. By contrast, Finland allows five years between Fairs
and a permanent government funded organisation exists to
support and facilitate participating authorities and developers.
Create an operating structure – ‘Scotland’s Housing Expo
CIC’ for example – to replicate Finland’s success with Housing
Fairs. It’s important that we don’t let the lessons and experience
gained in staging Scotland’s first Housing Expo go to waste.
The Scottish Executive, COSLA, RIAS, RTPI and RICS should
consider committing to and actively promoting the creation of
SHE CIC, launch the next Expo in 2016 and invite bids from local
authorities.
Andrew Bruce FRIAS
(The author is a former President of the Inverness
Architectural Association and sat on the HHF board for IAA/
RIAS during the first year of the project)
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PLANNING REFORM IN SCOTLAND 2011 Conference
It is now some four years since the new Planning Act took effect in
Scotland. So it was timely for this conference, organised by Holyrood
Communications at the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh in
June, to review the prevailing situation and consequences of the
legislation. The day was quartered into four sessions, ranging from
the Scottish Government and local authority perspectives to the
enabling role of planning and engaging young people.
Some 60 delegates attended, many from planning departments
of course, but with a good tempering of community councillors
from across the central belt. It is these voluntary councils that now
find themselves at the sharp end of the planning game in Scotland
as developers must carry out pre-application consultation with
them before applying for planning permission for major schemes
in their area.
Much has been heard from developers finding community
councils unable to engage meaningfully due to lack of expertise
and conversely projects being presented in an obscure or overly
schematic fashion, but generally this procedure – which is
essentially a Government sop for refusing to legislate for Third
Party Rights of Appeal – seems to be working. Alistair MacDonald,
Head of Planning for Glasgow Council, commented that the level
of complaint had noticeably reduced since the new Act came into
force. The picture, however, is not a true one as the current recession
is preventing a significant number of potential developments.
As the Minister for Local Government and Planning, Aileen
Campbell MSP, bravely admitted, we are seeing the lowest level of
completions in decades. Later, a question from the floor queried
whether the recession was being used as an excuse by developers
for unambitious schemes.
In a day of 13 speakers, wittily and succinctly kept under control
by journalist and broadcaster, Keith Aitken, it is not possible to
mention all of them individually. Sufficient to say every paper was
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pithy, well presented and had important points to make. Mention
however must be made of Professor Greg Lloyd, Head of School of
Built Environment at Ulster University – something of a prophet
of doom but at least a humorous one – who emphasised that, as
Westminster still controls vast resources throughout the UK, the
economy is being manipulated to benefit London. He added that
the Localism Bill, whereby parish councils in England are being
empowered to decide local planning issues, was doing “desperate
damage” by in fact distancing communities further. Mercifully
there is no sight of similar legislation yet in Scotland but we have
been warned!
Donald Anderson, former Director of Development at
Edinburgh, now Director of the media and communications
group PPS, derided journalists for lacking analytical ability when
reporting planning applications. He regretted their readiness to
run the developer’s press release without weighing up the pros
and cons. Professor Lloyd had commented earlier that the media
seemed obsessed by reporting trivia in preference to major issues.
I cannot omit mention of Craig McLaren, National Director
of the RTPI in Scotland. After stating the usual platitudes of
what planning is all about, his contribution really took off
under the battle cry of “this is not a secondary profession”. He
extolled enterprise zones and the possible creation of one or
more Low Carbon Enterprise Zones in Scotland to attract new
green companies to establish here. The 2011 target for electricity
demand from renewable resources has already been exceeded, so
100% by 2020 can be confidently predicted. He also aims to create
a more accessible Town Centre Regeneration Fund and proposes a
Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill to help communities
engage with schemes early on. Good stuff – so good luck!
It fell to our own Neil Baxter to provide a welcome note of levity
with his “Can Man Plan” stand-up routine, but I liked his “planners
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should step out from behind the regulations and guide development”.
I would just add that architects too could find a role in helping their
local communities comment on applications as I’m sure some will
do now. We’ve had ‘Architect in the House’.... so why not ‘Architect
in the Street’? A point was made too that city councillors themselves
could enter far more into the democratic processes of consultation
and indeed should follow them through after the planning decision
has been made to assess the consequences. Donald Anderson said
“too many councillors just opt out of debate”.
Two welcome mentions of Patrick Geddes during the course of
the day led to the thorny topic of conservation in the new dawn.
Speakers felt that this could no longer be a primary consideration.
Listing buildings and designating conservation areas should be
subject to review and only the really valuable should be valued.
While accepting that in straitened times conservation should be
about making the best of our existing resources – be they built
or otherwise – even diehard preservationists would surely find it
difficult to disagree.
So a useful day and one that should have brought a degree of
comfort to most if not all delegates. The new Act will indeed result
in a more level playing field if planners and communities allow
themselves to set aside their mutual suspicion and guide developers
to provide the best their resources will allow. One advantage of the
recession is that community councils have time to get themselves
into gear through training courses etc so that they are better placed
to deal with what could be an avalanche of applications once the
economy lifts. But we don’t need a ‘localism’ bill to force this!
And boy, what a day for aphorisms: “locking up jobs in filing
cabinets”, “anchors to growth”, “enemy of enterprise”, “sharpelbowed middle classes” and my favourite... “planning is where the
rubber hits the road”.
John Knight RIAS
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Post tensioned timber bridge at Robert Burns Birthplace Museum,
Alloway. Designed by Forest Engineering, the R&D work for this type
of low tech bridge was carried out at Edinburgh Napier University’s
Centre for Timber Engineering. The technology uses short lengths
of relatively low-grade timber. The potential of the system for use as
flat panels in floor and wall systems is now being explored.

If you go down to
the woods today
Indigenous timber, a much underutilised
resource, is being reappraised as a sustainable
and appropriate medium for contemporary
construction in Scotland. Here Peter Wilson,
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Director of Edinburgh Napier University’s Wood
School, reviews the Wood Products Innovation
Gateway and considers if it really does what it
says on the tin.

photos: peter wilson
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Ideas for prefabricated solid timber service cores
first explored in houses at Scotland’s Housing
Expo are now being developed for wider-scale
applications (David Blaikie Architects)

Floors and walls of house made use of cross
laminated timber manufactured in Sweden. The
technology is now being developed to make use of
Scottish grown timber (John Gilbert Architects)

The opportunities for well-designed timber
products in landscape projects can extend
beyond decking. External lighting can offer a
range of design possibilities.

Every so often an idea comes along that is
so blindingly obvious it makes you wonder
why nothing of the sort had previously seen
the light of day. And so it is with the Wood
Products Innovation Gateway - a bit of a
clumsy handle, I grant you, but an initiative
that potentially offers some interesting new
opportunities for architects in Scotland.
Like all good ideas, the underlying premise
is simple: in this case, it’s the need to raise
the value of Scotland’s home-grown timber
and, in doing so, see greater use made of it
by our construction industry.
Before getting into the detail of the
idea itself, however, a few relevant facts.
Consider for a moment that the UK
imports over 80% of its construction
timber at no small expense to the economy,
not to mention the embodied energy costs
that all of this transportation entails. Add
into this equation the fact that the rather
nice hardwood you’ve specified has come
from somewhere on the other side of the
globe and that it’s your responsibility to
ensure its long journey to your building
site began when its roots were still sunk
deep in a sustainably managed forest. And
then consider that, as a rural industry,
forestry makes up a significant proportion
of Scotland’s economy and employs a
substantial number of people, often in
sparsely populated parts of the country.
Making more - and better - use of our
home-grown timber, not only makes sense
in environmental terms, it has a sound
economic rationale, especially at a time
when exchange rates make the importation
of wood from central Europe and the Baltic
States a fairly expensive business.
That of course is the ideal scenario, but
the problem is that many of the timber
products we as architects want to use don’t

have an alternative manufacturer in this
country. There is, for example, no large scale
UK producer of glulam, yet it and other
engineered timber products, such as cross
laminated timber, are in ever-increasing
demand - the latest wave of supermarkets
amply demonstrates the sea change in
attitudes that has taken place amongst
clients for these particular building types in
recent years. For the big four – Asda, Marks
& Spencer, Sainsbury and Tesco – engineered
timber construction is both the present and
the future. But our domestic manufacturing
sector isn’t even at first base in servicing
their requirements in this regard.
Worse, there is a long held and largely
inaccurate perception, that the trees we
grow and the softwood produced from
them are not suitable for construction and
that material from Canada, Scandinavia
or the Baltic States is to be preferred. And
then there are the long established habits
of the UK forestry and sawmilling sectors,
substantial parts of each being content to
see their output converted into products
such as fence posts, potato boxes and
pallets which, whilst delivering acceptable
profits to them, are relatively low value uses
for this important national resource.
So what can be done to improve this
state of affairs whilst at the same time
helping the architectural profession get
through some of the darkest economic
days it has experienced in years? One
answer to this double conundrum lies
in the aforementioned ‘Wood Products
Innovation Gateway’, a £1.5m, EU funded
initiative supported by Scottish Enterprise,
Forestry Commission Scotland, Edinburgh
Napier University, the Confederation of
Forest Industries (ConFor) and Wood for
Good.

As stated at the outset, the idea is really
quite simple: experience has shown that
small to medium sized enterprises (SMEs)
in Scotland - and in this context more often
than not we’re talking about architects
- have excellent ideas for new products,
processes and construction systems
manufactured from home-grown timber.
However the mechanisms necessary to get
these into viable, commercial production
have not always been straightforward or
transparent.
Over the past few years, the Wood
Studio (the architecture-focused centre
within Edinburgh Napier University’s Forest
Products Research Institute) has worked
with a number of architects in Scotland to
develop ideas they have had for new timber
products. Several of these are now moving
through funded R&D processes and, with a
fair wind, will reach the wider construction
marketplace in the foreseeable future.
But the emergence of initial project
ideas can be sporadic. So the Wood Products
Innovation Gateway has been designed to
pro-actively seek proposals for new timber
products, processes and construction
systems and to provide the R&D framework
and other support (e.g. towards funding
routes) that will enable these to be taken
forward. A number of projects are already
up and running under this mechanism,
some being of strategic value to the forestry,
timber and construction industries whilst
others are more specific to the interests and
experience of their proponents. In the latter
cases, a fundamental objective is for the final
outputs to deliver ongoing revenue streams
to their authors, whether in the form of
direct sales, licensing and/or royalties.
An example of the former is the work
being carried out at Edinburgh Napier
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The Richmond Oval skating arena built for the Vancouver Winter Olympics features extensive use of beetle affected 100 x 50 mm softwood engineered into 90
metre glulam beams and intermediate 13 metre acoustic arches. Developing large span, prefabricated structures from short lengths of low grade timber
provides many design opportunities. Timber engineers: Fast & Epp, Vancouver.

University to facilitate commercial
production in Scotland of cross laminated
timber from home-grown material. As
with the glulam mentioned earlier, all
of the CLT used in the UK is imported
from central Europe or Scandinavia, but
examples of its use at the Housing Expo
in Inverness last year focussed Scottish
Government ministerial attention on
the potential for production here. An 18month CLT development programme has
been underway since January to carry out
all of the market research, structural and
other testing necessary to enable fully
informed commercial investment decisions
to be made by industry. The University has
purchased the requisite manufacturing
equipment and, with timber currently being
graded for use in panels, the first examples
being tested.
This is one of the larger projects the
Wood Products Innovation Gateway aims
to deliver but the ambition is that at least 20
new, high added value products, processes
or timber construction systems will emerge
from this route to market over the next
three years. Easily said of course, but how
might these new ideas be identified and
assessed? This is where a bit more joined
up thinking comes in. The Wood Studio is
charged with delivering Wood for Good’s
Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) programme to architects in Scotland.
These CPD events are the means by which
individual architects and practices will be
introduced to the Wood Products Innovation
Gateway. The first of these took place in
Edinburgh in early June, with more than
100 small to medium sized local practices
represented. Some will simply enjoy the
benefit of the free CPD and take away the
publications that are one of the benefits
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of attending. Others have since responded
with inquiries for more information about
how they might participate in the Gateway
initiative and a bold few have already
jumped forward with ideas requiring initial
appraisal.
Similar events for small to medium sized
practices will be held in Aberdeen, Dundee,
Glasgow and Inverness over the course of
the next few months. By the end of 2011
this substantial sector of the profession in
Scotland will have received an introduction
to how the Wood Products Innovation
Gateway can benefit them. Larger firms
are not forgotten in this process, but
disseminating the same information to
their full complements of staff is more easily
achieved via in-house presentations on a
range of timber-related topics from Wood
Studio staff. This latter process has already
begun and a full programme of available
topics (all of which qualify under RIAS CPD
criteria) will be distributed to larger offices
over the next few months.
Reassuringly, all this high quality CPD
input comes at no cost to the profession.
It’s not entirely a free lunch: the quid
pro quo required comes in the form of
ideas – your ideas. This is less about pure
invention, however (which can be a chancy
business in any market) than innovation.
Possible examples of the latter including
the further development of existing
systems or processes or the adaptation of
existing products in order that they can be
manufactured from home-grown timber.
Already proposed hybrids of post and
beam and closed panel systems, as well as
various forms of wood fibre insulation, are
being explored within the Wood Products
Innovation Gateway. Research into other
forms of solid timber panels and products

such as new fire retardants for use on
timber cladding is in the pipeline. At face
value each of these examples may appear
mundane. However every idea put forward
will be looked at in terms of the demand it
places on the volumes of timber available,
its overall or niche market potential and
the extent to which it can add real value
to the nation’s forest resource. And for the
architects whose ideas are taken through to
full commercial realisation, the possibility
of a longer-term income stream than
conventional fee structures provide. Worth
a pitch? You bet.
peter wilson

Peter Wilson is director of
the Wood Studio, one of four
research centres within
Edinburgh Napier University’s
Forest Products Research
Institute. The Wood Studio
is responsible for Wood
for Good’s CPD programme
in Scotland and fronts the
Wood Products Innovation
Gateway on behalf of the
various partner organisations
involved in the project.
Inquiries for more information
about the opportunities
the Gateway offers can be
made in the first instance to
pr.wilson@napier.ac.uk.
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the

glasgow
house

Neither experimental homes nor building for

Glasgow’s Construction Skills Academy.

sustainability are new concepts. However a site in

james cooke rias, head of design and partnership,

Glasgow’s Gorbals plays host to two blocks built

city building, explains.

to the most exacting standards by students of
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Project Summary
City Building, one of Scotland’s largest construction companies,
formed a unique partnership with Glasgow Housing Association
(GHA) and PRP Architects to build four prototype houses known
as “The Glasgow House” at its Construction Skills Academy site
in Glasgow. These innovative, fuel-efficient houses are the first of
their kind in Scotland and have high levels of insulation and air
tightness, efficient heating systems, solar gain through the use of
sun rooms and solar thermal panels to deliver low energy bills.
The project has successfully demonstrated a dramatic reduction
in both fuel bills and carbon emissions and we now plan to roll
out the concept to help address the urgent need for more social
housing stock in Scotland.
Project Detail
A partnership between City Building, GHA and PRP Architects
was formed to deliver the first energy-efficient, highly insulated
prototype house in Glasgow. By utilising two different construction
methods it was possible to compare all aspects of both types,
which included cost, buildability, timescales and quality. From
this, City Building was then able to value engineer the house types
to determine the optimum combination of design and materials
to deliver the most energy-efficient house for future building on
a larger scale.
As one of the largest housing associations in Europe, GHA has
a large amount of direct feedback from tenants that rising energy
costs are an increasing concern. With this in mind it was of crucial
importance to be able to design and build a house with high levels
of energy efficiency, to help combat fuel poverty for the future, as
well as reducing carbon emissions.
The project vision was to demonstrate that attractive homes,
designed to meet low carbon emissions targets and future building
standards, can:
•
•
•
•

achieve high standards of insulation and, therefore, reduced
energy costs to residents,
be constructed by locally-trained labour and apprentices,
reduce fuel poverty,
reduce Glasgow’s carbon footprint,

roof cassette
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thermoplan system

•
•
•
•

create training and employment opportunities,
present a smart, modern and flexible option,
deliver a pragmatic solution that’s simple and easy to maintain,
and
be delivered within affordable build costs.

A key component of the success of this project was the use of
local craft apprentices in many aspects of the construction of the
house types. The location of the Glasgow House at City Building’s
Construction Skills Academy ensured that all apprentices were
able to contribute to the project throughout its construction life.
From the outset, the Glasgow House project was innovative
and creative. For example, City Building incorporated a locallysourced, pre-fabricated “JJ Intelliroof” roof cassette system,
which allows “room in roof” construction, as well as high levels
of insulation. In addition, the company sourced timber kits from
Royal Strathclyde Blindcraft Industries (RSBi) in Glasgow, one
of Europe’s largest supported employment facilities, to offer an
alternative construction method and to ensure the involvement of
a supported factory in the project.
The houses also incorporate lighting controls similar to hotel
room “keys”, where the card is inserted in a reader in the front
hall to activate the lighting. On removal of the card, all lights are
automatically turned off. This concept can be adapted to control
other parts of the electrical installation if required. The choice of
roof finishes was also innovative, with one of the house types using
traditional concrete tiles and the other incorporating a recycled
tyre/plastic tile.
As well as the strong three-way partnership throughout the
project, City Building also formed and strengthened relationships
with many other key suppliers and local stakeholders. A good
example of this was in the specification and selection of the windows
in the Glasgow House, where a Glasgow-based manufacturer was
able to supply windows locally and to the same standards as an
established Norwegian manufacturer, thus reducing the carbon
footprint of the project.
The Glasgow House was a key venue for Glasgow’s Doors
Open Day weekend in September 2010. Over 500 visitors from
Glasgow and beyond attended over the course of the weekend
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and completed a detailed feedback questionnaire. More than 42%
of visitors came along primarily because they were interested in
energy efficiency methods. Overall, 98% of visitors found the tour
useful, with positive comments including, “opened my eyes to the
future of ethical, cheap to run, affordable housing” and “great to
see how to reduce energy consumption coupled with comfortable
living”.
The Chartered Institute of Housing Conference in Glasgow
in March 2011 chose to hold a study tour to the Glasgow House
site. Delegates from across Scotland were able to tour the Glasgow
House buildings and talk to the apprentices about their training
and experiences whilst working on the project. Feedback from CIH
Conference delegates was extremely positive, with all commenting
on the spacious, flexible interior layout and innovative use of
energy-efficient technologies to deliver an affordable housing
solution.
The project has already had a significant impact, with much
media and other interest generated on its potential to reduce both
fuel poverty and carbon emissions. In addition to the huge interest
at Glasgow’s Doors Open Day weekend, City Building has arranged
many other visits from local authorities, housing associations
and wider industry to see for themselves the unique nature of
the prototype houses. The response has been overwhelmingly
positive, with many expressions of interest for future development
opportunities.
City Building’s dedicated New Build Housing Division is
actively exploring these opportunities and speaking to a number
of potential partners on development possibilities across Glasgow
and beyond. In particular, the attractive design and clever use of
space and light has caught people’s attention and helped them
to realise that an energy-efficient home can also be attractive,
affordable and desirable.
City Building is currently value engineering the entire project,
which includes design, choice of materials and suppliers. However,
a series of air tightness tests have already been carried out on both
house types. These tests confirm that the buildings are performing
significantly better than the current regulations, which require a
minimum design air leakage of 10m3/(hr.m2). Both the masonry
and timber frame house types produced excellent air leakage

figures of 3.02m3/(hr.m2) and 3.47m3/(hr.m2) respectively, both
representing in excess of a 65% improvement in air leakage against
the national minimum standard.
Building Regulations Services’ Managing Director, Raymond
McGurk, whose firm carried out the air tightness tests, said
“good design, attention to detail, excellent workmanship and
low air leakage figure, in conjunction with an excellent insulation
specification…assist in ensuring lower energy bills are achieved,
whilst delivering a low CO2 emission building.”
Real-life monitoring of the houses’ energy performance took
place in February 2011, with research students from Glasgow’s
Mackintosh School of Architecture MEARU Unit undertaking
real-life testing of the houses for a two week period, to ensure our
results are as realistic as possible. This also enabled City Building
to evaluate the house ergonomics in more detail and to capture
feedback from the students on their use of space. Formal results
to date certainly demonstrate that the houses comfortably exceed
our project targets in terms of energy efficiency and air tightness.
The Glasgow House project is important, not just for City
Building, but for the residents of Glasgow and beyond. By
designing and building energy-efficient homes that are also
affordable and attractive to live in, City Building will continue to
make a difference to people’s lives by dramatically reducing fuel
poverty, lowering carbon emissions and leaving a positive legacy
for the environment.
James Cooke RIAS

About City Building
With a turnover of almost £200 million, City Building was
established in 2006 from the former Building Services
Department of Glasgow City Council. City Building has delivered
more than £28 million in cash surplus over the last five years,
which is passed to Glasgow City Council for investment in
frontline services.
City Building’s award-winning training academies in
Queenslie and Laurieston are the most successful apprenticetraining centres in Scotland. City Building also operates Royal
Strathclyde Blindcraft Industries (RSBi), one of the most
successful supported employment facilities in Europe, which
employs over 240 people, more than 50 per cent of whom have
a disability.
City Building provides a diverse range of construction and
manufacturing operations including:

interior

•

Design and build projects,

•

new house building,

•

repairs and maintenance,

•

refurbishment projects,

•

manufacturing,

•

major investment programmes,

•

range of specialist services,

•

micro-renewables, including solar thermal and solar PV
installations.
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public

art

We offer a service designing and making functional
art work for public spaces.
At our Perthshire studio workshop we bend, sculpt,
fold, shape and joint wood to create exceptional
pieces from benches to boardroom tables.
Clients include:
Cheltenham Museum
Canterbury City Council
Leamington Spa Art Gallery
Newhaven Church, Edinburgh
Avon and Wiltshire Mental Health Trust
If our studio can be of service please just call...
www.angusross.co.uk
tel 01887 829857
The Workshop, Burnside, Aberfeldy PH15 2AU

TheWoodAwards
Spring Bench for Yorkshire Wolds Way National Trail.
Shortlisted for The Wood Awards 2011
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NEW PARLIAMENT, NEW MSP’s, NEW CROSS PARTY GROUP
“All of us who are concerned for peace and the triumph of reason
and justice must be keenly aware how small an influence reason
and honest goodwill exert upon events in the political field.”
Albert Einstein

What an old cynic Mr Einstein was!! The scope to influence our
policy makers in Scotland has never been greater. The need to exert
this influence never more pressing, the methods of doing so never
more direct. The Cross Party Group (CPG) provides architects, along
with planners and a host of other built environment professionals,
the opportunity to jointly raise the profile and understanding of
the significant short and long term benefits of good design and
place making in supporting the Government’s objectives of a
Wealthier, Healthier, Safer, Smarter and Greener Scotland.
The Cross Party Groups provide an opportunity for members
of all political parties, outside organisations and members of the
public to meet and discuss shared interests in particular causes
or subjects. There are a number of different groups, on a variety
of subjects, all keen to engage with as many MSPs as possible on
their field of interest.
The membership and people who attend meetings are varied,
including representatives of the planning, surveying, development
and archaeology professions. This rich mix of people not only adds
to the quality and breadth of the discussion but also provides a
very effective networking opportunity. Meetings are typically held
four times a year, covering a variety of topics, ideally based on
areas likely to be of interest to MSPs and in particular the current
legislative or consultation programme. Brief notes of the meetings
are uploaded to the parliamentary web page and approximately 10
key points from the meeting are circulated to all MSPs in order
to raise the profile of the Group and to disseminate the relevant
information.
The re-registration meeting of the Cross Party Group on
Architecture + the Built Environment took place on 30 June
2011 with formal committee approval on 13 September 2011. The
following were nominated and accepted as the office bearers:• Convenor – Linda Fabiani MSP
• Depute Convenor – Patricia Ferguson MSP
• Treasurer – Craig McLaren of the RTPI
• Secretary – Eugene Mullan of the RIAS
The object of the Group is:
“To maintain a forum of MSPs and others to promote and further
the economic, social, environmental and cultural contributions
that architecture and the planned environment make to the
quality of life of Scotland’s citizens. Also, while acknowledging the
responsibilities devolved to the Scottish Parliament, to sustain a
dialogue on Scottish architecture, planning and built environment

in the European and World contexts.”
There are 129 MSPs in the Parliament, 38 of whom are new
to the role. There are 16 Ministers, six of whom have portfolios
that are of specific relevance to the Group: Nicola Sturgeon on
Cities Strategy, Aileen Campbell on Planning, Stewart Stevenson
on Environment & Climate Change, Fiona Hyslop on Culture,
Alex Neil on Capital Investment and Keith Brown on Housing &
Transport.
The Government has announced 16 bills for this parliamentary
year which range from Offensive Behaviour at Football Matches
to Hydro Energy, all important topics, but none which are directly
relevant to the object of this Group. However there are many
aspects of the general parliamentary business , such as the, eagerly
awaited, Regeneration Strategy from Alex Neil’s department which
is of direct relevance. In this legislative context the intention will be
to raise the profile of how architecture and the built environment,
in the broadest sense, can meet the strategic objectives of the
Government.
The Group benefits from the involvement of a number of
organisations including RIAS, RTPI, Historic Scotland, Built
Environment Forum Scotland and Architecture + Design Scotland.
The intention is for this group to take an overview of the five years
of this Parliament and establish some key themes which can form
the basis of the meetings and coordinate positive influence on
the MSPs. For example at the recent meeting it was agreed that
Linda Fabiani should write to Fiona Hyslop on behalf of the Group
encouraging the Government to support the Year of Architecture
in 2016.
Whether we agree with Mr Einstein’s supposition or not, to
ignore the importance of engaging with our political process is pure
folly. So the first step is to identify your constituency and regional
MSPs, there is an easy “MSP Locator” on the web page www.
scottish.parliament.uk – check it out and start the engagement
process.
Anyone wishing to attend a meeting or simply looking for
more information should contact Eugene Mullan on 0131 555 1414,
e.mullan@smith-scott-mullan.co.uk
Further details on CPGs in general can be found by visiting
the following web page: www.scottish.parliament.uk/msp/
crossPartyGroups/list.htm
Eugene Mullan FRIAS
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winner – robin watson rias (After ‘brain-storming’ with Richard Howl, Sam Park, Ian Reid and Sarah Ward)

RIAS Silver Medal Design Competition
Since its very early years, the Incorporation has celebrated student
achievement by the presentation of an impressive silver medal
(along with a cheque!). More recently, the same medal, gold-plated,
has served as an eminently suitable award (along with a much
bigger cheque!) in the annual RIAS Andrew Doolan Best Building
in Scotland Award.
The historic medal, designed by the sculptor, Hazel Armour, is a
handsome object. One side depicts the Incorporation’s founder and
most major benefactor, Sir Robert Rowand Anderson. The verso,
however, has always been very much a “B-side”. Although it does
carry the Incorporation’s name in low relief fine hand lettering,
it also, rather oddly, depicts Edinburgh Castle. Presumably Hazel
Armour’s brief was simply to put something architectural on the
back of the medal and not worry too much. Although Edinburgh
Castle is undoubtedly one of Scotland’s most prominent and
important historic monuments, it is more perhaps its long and
distinguished history, standing sentinel over Scotland’s capital,
rather than any architectural pre-eminence which ensures that
the Castle is invariably first or second in the top ten of Scotland’s
attractions.
The suggestion that we seek a more appropriate design for the
verso of our founder’s medal has been made by successive RIAS
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Presidents. In the grand scheme of things it is perhaps a minor
detail but, given the importance of details to the profession of
architecture, the simple expedient was to ask the Incorporation’s
members for an alternative design.
The designs illustrated in these pages are the shortlist from
a keenly fought competition which attracted 26 very credible
submissions. Many thanks to all who entered. In third place was
Lachie Stewart’s elegant drawing upon tradition. Second was Colin
Sim’s Cubist abstraction upon Robert Rowand Anderson’s portrait.
The winner, by Robin Watson, depicting a very subtle conflation of
a nautilus shell with a traditional Scottish helical stair and a variant
on the Saltire was felt by the judges, current President Sholto
Humphries, RIAS Communication and Events Convenor, Roy
Milne (who stood in for Stuart Campbell who had to be abroad)
and our guest judge, the internationally renowned Scottish artist,
Adrian Wisniewski, to best represent the Incorporation and the
architectural profession in Scotland. It also, just prior to the RIAS’
centenary, demonstrates that, while we may be old fashioned
enough to still give out medals – at least they are good looking –
and of timeless contemporary design.
Neil Baxter, Secretary & Treasurer
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RIAS Silver Medal Design Competition

runner-up – colin sim rias

third – lachlan stewart rias

stuart gray rias
louise mclaren rias

Design
Potent symbols from Scottish
Architectural heritage - the
crannog, the castle and the
tenement block - are abstracted
within the design for the new
RIAS Silver Medal.

david cameron rias

Recipients will thus be reminded
that an understanding and
synthesis of past solutions for
building within the Scottish
landscape can greatly aid in the
preparation of designs in the
present and future.

stuart bagshaw Frias

christopher platt Frias

clara garriga rias

peter welsh rias
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SCOTLAND EXHIBITION 2011
SECC Glasgow
Friday 28 October to Sunday 30th October
10am until 5pm

SCOTLAND’S
ESSENTIAL
INTERIORS
EVENT
Free ticket admits one person on any one day. To claim
your free ticket and purchase advance discount tickets,
please email your details to:

tickets@peeblesmedia.com

quoting ‘RIAS offer’ on the subject line

Organised by

HOMES
&INTERIORSSCOTLAND
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glasgow
building
preservation
trust:

light switch, former Orkney Street police station, govan, glasgow
photo: jon jardine

Securing
Glasgow’s
Heritage
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castlemilk stables

pearce institute

In 2012, Glasgow Building Preservation Trust (GBPT) will be 30
years old with a solid track record and a bold current and future
programme. Established as part of the city “tool kit“, the trust
has demonstrated, over three decades, the contribution Building
Preservation Trusts can make. Our primary purpose is to secure
the future of historic buildings, enabling them to become catalysts
for urban regeneration. The buildings we tackle are those which
the private sector can’t develop, or where the current user requires
grant assistance and knowhow to make their redevelopment
viable. In either circumstance the buildings are victims of market
failure and would eventually be lost to Glasgow unless a delivery
vehicle steps in.
A study of Building Preservation Trust (BPT) activity in 2010
highlighted the strength of BPT’s across Scotland1. The Scottish
trusts, in all their diversity, are playing a significant part in
securing the nation’s heritage. Volunteer led, the movement has
grown as people have organised to save historic buildings. Glasgow
hosts several active BPT’s that have taken on single buildings and
multiple projects with their activity often spilling out over the city
boundary into wider metropolitan Glasgow and beyond.
Across Scotland there are some 50 active trusts with around
500 associated volunteers, delivering individual projects at an
average cost of £1.1 million. Given our experience and proven
usefulness to the built environment, the Association of Building
Preservation Trusts is keen to broaden the understanding of our
role as specialist charities, devoted to playing our part in securing
the future of Scotland’s past.
For Glasgow there is much to be done to address our
substantial legacy of dilapidated historic buildings. Glasgow has
1,874 listed buildings. In September 2011 the Royal Commission on
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland reported that
within the Glasgow City boundary there are over 150 properties
on their Buildings at Risk Register2. The Register makes salutary
reading. Trusts can’t tackle them all but can demonstrate what
can be done and enable places and people to progress towards
heritage-led regeneration.
Glasgow’s City Plan 2 states: “Listed buildings are the most
significant elements of the historic built environment and reflect
the historic and architectural development of Glasgow from the
medieval period onwards. It is important that the settings of listed
buildings are respected. Careful management of listed buildings
and their curtilages and due consideration of their wider settings
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st andrew’s in the square

pollokshaws west

when considering other development is, therefore, important in
maintaining and developing Glasgow’s unique sense of place.”3
Designed for action, GBPT is a membership organisation with
strong governance from a diverse voluntary Board of Directors.
Our Board brings together historic environment activists, city
council representation, business leaders, planners, urbanists and
legal expertise. This expertise is reinforced by representatives
of city institutions including the Chamber of Commerce, the
Merchants House and the STUC.
The Trust’s staff expertise ranges from building conservation,
urban regeneration, project co-ordination to finance and
fundraising. The Trust has a well-defined area of operation, is
constituted as both a registered business and a charity, is a registered
environmental body, able to receive Landfill Tax contributions and
a member of the UK wide Association of Building Preservation
Trusts. GBPT is eligible to apply to public and Lottery grant
givers, private trusts and to receive private donations. Although
independent, the trust has a strong relationship with and is
strategically supported by Glasgow City Council. Through regular
liaison we ensure synergy with broader city objectives.
All of our projects are complex, long in gestation and the early
stages are always the hardest. The Architectural Heritage Fund
(which channels Historic Scotland funding) and Glasgow City
Council support options appraisals.
Once appraised the long ascent up the Ben Nevis of fundraising
starts. For BPT’s this can be 75% of our staff time on a project. The
funding environment is diverse, competitive and ever changing.
For each project a bespoke basket of funders is assembled, often
at least 10 and famously with one GBPT past project, Castlemilk
Stables, a total of 23 separate funders. Our funding packages have
to align with the end use of the building so no two packages are
ever the same. One of the most important funding developments
in the last two decades was the launch, in 1994, of The Heritage
Lottery Fund. Without this funding many projects simply could
not be realised.
There are also two key, Glasgow specific, funding streams. For
larger projects funding is delivered through the City Council’s
devolved responsibility for Historic Scotland’s Building Repairs
Grants. For smaller projects building repair grants are processed
through Glasgow City Heritage Trust. Scarcity of funding is now
the norm. In past years Glasgow City Council and European
funding were available to support many projects. However the
1 Ecotec February 2010
2 See the Buildings at Risk Register for Scotland , Website on www.buildingsatrisk.org.uk
3 Glasgow City Plan 2 2009
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kirkhaven church / wellpark school

recession combined with draws on funding elsewhere in Europe
have greatly depleted these major sources. The funding climate is
now our biggest challenge.
Partnerships are at the heart of our work. By and large, we save
buildings for others to take over at practical completion. We have
two delivery models:
1. directly purchasing buildings, applying for grants and procuring
their conservation and selling on to a predetermined end
user,
2. contracting with a second party to advise, assist and enable
them to undertake the project for themselves, or acting in a
full client role on another’s behalf.
Many of our projects are community based, working with social
enterprises, housing associations and charities.
Celebrating and promoting our architectural assets old and
new is vitally important to the work of our trust. This is why, in
addition to tackling historic buildings, GBPT has also delivered
Glasgow Doors Open Day Festival every year for the last 22 years. It
is a tremendously successful popular event supported by building
owners and a host of volunteers and funded by Glasgow City
Council, together with donations from businesses across the city.
Doors Open Day is enjoyed by Glaswegians and visitors alike. In
2011, 60,000 people visited over 100 buildings and participated
in the very many built environment events. Doors Open Day is a
pan-European event throughout each September, co-ordinated
in Scotland by the Scottish Civic Trust and supported by Historic
Scotland.
Despite the funding pressures that curtail our potential, GBPT
makes a significant contribution and will keep on doing so. When
we catalogue the benefits we count the following:
• primary benefits: buildings saved and provision of high
quality spaces,
• secondary benefits: investment into the city and jobs created
during and after projects,
• tertiary benefits: impact on the local area and impact on the
positive perception of Glasgow in terms of its architectural
profile and improving the image of the city.4
One of the largest and most active trusts of its kind in the UK, GBPT
makes better use of natural resources by avoiding demolition. We
also boost the local economy, create jobs, strengthen local culture
and reinforce local pride5. Not such a bad return from buildings
which others thought past saving.

castlemilk stables - opening day 2007

Completed Projects
St Andrew’s in the Square, Category A Listed (Alan Dreghorn,
1739) Nicolas Groves-Raines Architects 2000. Owned by GBPT.
Kirkhaven Church and Wellpark School, Category A and
B Listed respectively (Peddie and Kinnear, 1858 and architect
unknown, 1867) Elder and Cannon Architects, 2003 and 1996.
Owned by GBPT.
Castlemilk Stables, Category B Listed (attributed to David
Hamilton, circa 1790) Elder and Cannon Architects, 2007 for
Cassiltoun Trust.

Current Projects
Hutchesons’ Hall, Category A Listed (David Hamilton, 1805)
ongoing repairs by Pollok Hammond Partnership (partnership
between NTS and GBPT).
Pearce Institute, Govan, Category A Listed (Robert Rowand
Anderson, 1906) Page/Park Architects ongoing.
Gartnavel Royal Hospital Chapel, Category B Listed (JJ
Burnet, 1904) Austin-Smith: Lord LLP for Cancer Support
Scotland.
Doors Open Day: 61,000 recorded visits across the city.

Future Projects
Provan Hall, Easterhouse, Category A Listed (architect
unknown 15th /16th century) owned by NTS, leased to Glasgow
City Council.
On site in 2012:
Pollokshaws West Station, Category B Listed (architect
unknown, 1847) 2012 project with Richard Shorter Architect for
South West Community Cycles.
St Margaret’s Church, Oatlands, Category B Listed (Peter
Macgregor Chalmers, 1902) new extension and design
interventions planned with Page/Park Architects for Oatlands
Development Trust.

4 The Impact of Glasgow Building Preservation Trust on development in Glasgow, March 2006, Raymond Young
5 The ODPM report “The Role of Historic Buildings in Urban Regeneration” (2004)

Anne McChlery
Director (Staff)
Glasgow Building Preservation Trust 2011
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Lochgarry, 40 Cleveden Drive, Glasgow, Archial

Saltire Awards
Shortlist
Announced

Saltire Society Housing Design Awards guest
chairman Malcolm Fraser rias has announced
a diverse awards shortlist for 2011, with the
scheme enjoying another year of encouraging
submissions. Scottish Cabinet Secretary for
Infrastructure and Capital Investment, Alex
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Neil MSP, will present the gongs at the 74th
annual ceremony later this year, after the
Scottish Government choose the Saltire Scheme
to inaugurate its new Innovation in Housing
Award.
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botany phase 1, maryhill, glasgow

craignish, lochgilphead

hill street, glasgow

The Society reported that nearly half of the shortlisted schemes
were affordable housing or regeneration initiatives, in keeping
with the Housing Design Awards’ mission to encourage better
quality housing and neighbourhoods for everyone in Scotland.
The inaugural shortlist for the new Innovation in Housing
Award has also been announced. The award has been created to
encourage original thinking in design and delivery.
Mr Fraser commented: “good, simple, people-focussed
architecture adds real value to homes and communities”.

Alterations, renovations and extensions
Lochgarry, 40 Cleveden Drive, Glasgow, Archial
Bath Street Window, Edinburgh, Konishi Gaffney Architects
Dean Cottage, Black Barony, Peeblesshire, ICOSIS Architects
White House, Isle of Coll, Argyll, WT Architecture

The full 2011 Shortlist is as follows:

Innovation in Housing Award
The Resonance Funding Model, Rettie & Co. Commissioned by
Springfield Property Fund & Dunedin Canmore
ANABO, Andrew Stoane Architects
The Glasgow House, PRP Architects. Commissioned by GHA/City
Building LLP

Large Scale Housing Development (In association
with CIH)
Pearce Street, Govan, Glasgow, Austin-Smith: Lord
Greendykes (The Courtyard), Edinburgh, Austin-Smith: Lord
Hill Street, Charing Cross Phase 1, Glasgow, Austin-Smith: Lord
Trafalgar Court, Aboukir Street, Glasgow, DO-Architecture
Linwood Regeneration, Paisley, Collective Architecture
Botany Phase 1, Maryhill, Glasgow, Elder and Cannon Architects
Small Scale Housing Development (In Association
with SFHA)
The Passive House Terrace, Milton Leys, Inverness, HLM
Architects
Kingcase Housing, Observer Court, Prestwick, ARPL Architects

kingcase housing, prestwick

Private Dwelling - New Build
Craignish, Lochgilphead, Cameron Webster Architects
The Secret Garden, Milton of Leys, Inverness, Rural Design

The Saltire Awards have been in existence since 1937 and are supported
by The Scottish Government, Architecture + Design Scotland, The
Chartered Institute of Housing, The Scottish Federation of Housing
Associations, Homes for Scotland and The Chartered Institute of
Builders. 2011 is the Saltire Society’s 75th anniversary.
The awards will be announced at the Point Hotel,
Edinburgh on 23rd November 2011. More information:
saltirehousingdesignawards.com

linwood regeneration, paisley

dean cottage, black barony
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architect, thinker, advocate of ideas
“Cedric Price articulated ideas
and showed in design the ideas.
Not much built but designs
illustrate potential and have been a
considerable influence.”
Peter Cook
Well ahead of his own time and arguably even of
ours Cedric Price’s influence is significant and
growing. Ian Appleton FRIAS reviews his legacy.
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cedric price

An architect’s reputation is often short-lived, rarely passing
through subsequent generations. Cedric Price (1934-2003) was
a radical voice in the 1960s. The Design Museum in London
and Architecture + Design Scotland in Glasgow have recently
resuscitated Price’s ideas and concepts from the 1960s showing
his influence on subsequent generations through exhibitions
and workshops. Key recurrent themes are the growth and change
of buildings, temporary structures and technical advances,
emphasising flexibility and choice.
Price influenced Peter Cook and the other members of
Archigram, Richard Rogers and, to a lesser extent, Norman Foster.
Indeterminate architecture remained the theme from the 1960s,
culminating in Richard Rogers’ Pompidou Centre (1977) in Paris.
Price’s Fun Palace (1960-1971) placed him firmly on the
radical map, challenging the prevailing architectural norms. Joan
Littlewood, a socialist and Theatre Director from the East End of
London, initiated the Fun Palace. She promoted political theatre in
the style of the Berliner Ensemble. Population characteristics were
changing: leisure time and affluence were rising; youth culture
was emerging, along with increased spending power; concepts of
democracy and community power were given air-time.
Price developed the Fun Palace idea: the plan for a building was a
simple rectangle with a mobile gantry in each of three sections. The
gantry eased the movement of prefabricated activities. Enclosures
were able to be plugged into service towers. The ultimately un-built
Fun Palace was initially destined for the Lea Valley of London (now
the location for the Olympic Park). Theatres could be formed within
the structure, with an open stage format. Images of the current
performance could be projected within the building, auditorium and
foyer as well as on external surfaces. This brought the performance
images out into the public areas, as with the Berliner Ensemble.
New technologies were incorporated which could respond more
closely to the users’ needs. The Fun Palace was to use exposed steel
structures and components. Intumescent paint on exposed steel
provided a minimalist solution to the problem of fire-proofing.
The Potteries Thinkbelt (1964-1966) extended the idea of
the temporary and changeable, combined with an emphasis on
learning (rather than education). Price challenged the traditional
university by developing a derelict industrial site in Staffordshire.
He addressed tertiary learning, training and re-training with
an emphasis on science and technology, the knowledge-based
economy and life-long learning. Re-use of the existing rail tracks and

mobile gantries were to be used to distribute recycled containers
delivering student accommodation, offices, library, learning rooms
and so on. The aim was to provide a flexible learning resource for
20,000 students.
Meanwhile, Archigram developed Price’s ideas with added
wit, graphic style and imagination. Their Monte Carlo scheme
demonstrated the benefits of a single space with a clear span
shallow dome structure. The layout and plug-in units, such as
seating blocks, were not inhibited by the structure: rooms were
designed as self-contained pods. Roger’s Millenium Dome in
London followed this approach.
Price acknowledged the inevitable need for buildings to
accommodate change. This flexibility acknowledged a range of
known activities and allowed for other activities to maximise
opportunities. Price took over the stance held by John Weeks
who recorded that his hospital designs were out-of-date before
completion on site. Price devised buildings with potential to change
and the opportunity to introduce a wider choice of activities.
This anticipated possible uses in the future, not inhibited by
structure, enclosure, sub-divisions and services. The components
and means of assisting change became the visual feature of the
design: the mobile gantry, temporary pneumatic structures, kit-ofcomponents, structural framework and so on.
Price advocated off-site prefabricated units consisting of
standard multi-use consistent panels and self-contained pods with
their ability to plug into service ducts. Computer programming
assisted maximising use of the facilities. Forever critical of
conservation and the cost of maintaining buildings especially if
redundant, Price saw buildings as expendable at the end of their
functional life. Price saw the Fun Palace as lasting only twenty
years. Removed components could be stored or recycled.
Ideas were well-rehearsed with details carefully developed.
The ideas embraced prevailing economic and social conditions
with architecture as an enabling tool to improve individual and
community development (with an emphasis on learning and
expression). Buildings should provide choice and ease of change.
Technical advances were embraced. Video projection and other
forms of information technology were emerging; opportunities
for learning and communications were developed. His un-built
smaller Fun Palace (1967) in Camden, London, incorporated a large
projection screen over its entrance. The screen was the building,
projecting images of the inner attractions.

45

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY A U T U M N 2 011

46

A U T U M N 2 011 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

Cable structures using suspension were a preoccupation.
During his visits to Edinburgh Price noted that the Forth Bridge
was a heavy steel structure while the Forth Road Bridge, using
suspended cable structure, was considerably lighter. Buckminster
Fuller at the time asked “how much does your building weigh?”: a
question to evaluate structural efficiency. This question was asked
of Price and also Foster. The implied answer of lightness influenced
both architects (and others through their lifetimes). The original
Fun Palace relied on suspended cable structure.
Price promoted the use of the temporary building. He praised
the temporary as a social solution with economic benefits. The
Esplanade car park of Edinburgh Castle annually sees the erection,
for six weeks, of seating for the Tattoo and more recently the mass
audience for rock and pop concerts. George Square in Glasgow
often sees pure Price: temporary containers for offices, changing
rooms and stores as well as lighting gantries and generators,
perimeter fencing, staging, stage lights to the other ‘off the shelf’
containers and components. Once the event, such as a concert
or exhibition is over, the components are returned to store and
leasing charges paid.
Price demonstrated the validity of the creative architect,
redefining problems and finding elegant solutions. He challenged
existing norms, promoted architectural indeterminacy and praised
the temporary. He saw fitness for purpose as an objective while
seeing buildings as life-enhancing. His record of achievement and
his huge influence on others was his contribution. Lest we forget.
Ian Appleton FRIAS
Drawings kindly supplied by the Canadian Centre for Architecture,
Montreal (CCA), Cedric Price fonds Canadian Centre for Architecture,
Montreal (SPfCCA) and the RIAS.

Previous spread
Cedric Price (1964) Fun Palace - Diagrammatic Sketches of Basic
Units and Control Systems for the Pilot Projects. Environmental
wall and variety of component parts demonstrating in-built flexibility.
© Cedric Price Fonds, Canadian Centre for Architecture Montreal

previous page
Cedric Price (1965) Crate Housing: Project for the Potteries
Thinkbelt. Steel superstructure with container house units fed by
mobile cable hoist. Horizontal and vertical linkages within units.
© Cedric Price Fonds, Canadian Centre for Architecture Montreal
Cedric Price (1965) Potteries Thinkbelt - Perspective View of
Transfer Area © Cedric Price Fonds, Canadian Centre for Architecture
Montreal
Potteries Thinkbelt: Edge of Battery Housing Block.
© Cedric Price Fonds, Canadian Centre for Architecture Montreal
Perspective of the Original Fun Palace, showing the suspended
units, kit-of-components, superstructure and ability to change.
© Cedric Price Fonds, Canadian Centre for Architecture Montreal

above
The Front Cover of the Magazine AD, October 1970. AD, under
the editorial direction of Monica Pidgeon, became the main outlet
for architectural ideas during the 1960s. The cover image shows Price
absorbing technological advance. Drawing by Adrian George.
© Canadian Centre for Architecture Montreal
Competition Drawing of Pompidou Centre in Paris by Richard
Rogers. The competition drawing of the elevation of the Pompidou
Centre in Paris by Lord Rogers. The plan was in three bands: the
front being circulation, the rear being services. The centre were clear
indeterminate spaces able to accommodate a range of activities over
time. The design developed the ideas promoted by Price through
the 1960s and 1970s. RIAS Drawing Collection © Lord Rogers of
Riverside
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president’s

In the August e-bulletin we asked members if they
wanted to put a question to our new President.
The response, largely from Past Presidents, is
a set of question which are wide ranging and
coming as they do from a group of unimpeachable
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experts, appropriately challenging for the
Incorporation’s new President, Sholto Humphries
who, coming up for five months into the role, is
well aware of the challenges and opportunities
it brings.
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From David Dunbar PPRIAS
How are you finding the role of President and is it
what you expected?
Having served as the Convenor of the Practice Committee and for
several terms on RIAS Council, I knew from watching and listening
to my predecessors that the job would be fairly time and labour
intensive. It is demanding. You really have to have understanding
business partners to take it on. Often it means two or three days
per week at HQ or out and about in the Chapters. There are a
number of set requirements for any RIAS President, the judging
of awards, keeping up to speed with all of the Incorporation’s
committees, ceremonial glad handing and meeting with senior
figures and representatives of Government. I did not take on this
task lightly or without being fairly well appraised of what it entails.
I have to say however that my office and HQ are now talking to
each other very effectively and the teams in both places are hugely
supportive. So it is perhaps what I expected. It is, I believe, a
worthwhile contribution to a profession I sincerely believe in. It’s
also, I confess, very good fun at times and there is no question that
there is no better CPD in all architecture than this job.
From Willie Watt FRIAS, Convenor of RIAS
Practice Committee (former President DIA)
How will you build on the excellent work
undertaken by the RIAS during the course of the
last three years?
My predecessors, Arnie Dunn PPRIAS and David Dunbar PPRIAS
and indeed a long line of Presidents before them, have worked hard
to maintain the place of the RIAS as the fulcrum of Architecture
in Scotland. It is ironic that over the last three years in a falling
market the Incorporation has consolidated its governance,
established a more representative committee structure and given
the Incorporation’s historic HQ, the loving attention that it had
undoubtedly lacked for too long.
The Incorporation now has a greatly enhanced public profile
and indeed a real role to play in the public life of Scotland. We have
recognised that, operating within new political structures, we have
an opportunity to work more closely with Government. So on the
PR and political liaison fronts, the Incorporation is a much more
relevant organisation than it may have been at times in the past.
Now is not the time for radical changes or big gestures. We
need to steadily improve what we do and how we do it. Arnie
Dunn PPRIAS and David Dunbar PPRIAS have worked with the
excellent RIAS staff team continuously towards that goal. I see
opportunities for reviewing the way we run awards which are,
after all, crucially important to our PR and to demonstrating the

social and economic benefits of good buildings. I do want to review
the Incorporation’s committee structure, again not with a view to
radical reform but to ensure we are making the best use of the
tremendous voluntary effort from our membership.
David Dunbar PPRIAS has already started work towards the
RIAS Centenary in 2016. A year-long festival would be a great way
to ensure that architecture is at the forefront of everyone’s mind
in Scotland. That has to be our next big goal.”
From Willie Watt FRIAS, Convenor of RIAS
Practice Committee (former President DIA)
Being based in Aberdeen what can you do to
strengthen the Incorporation’s visibility in the
Chapters to the betterment of the profession?
“In the early days of my Presidency I offered to visit all of the
Chapters, an offer which some Chapter Presidents have already
taken up. It is important for the President to listen to the views
of members from the perspective of being a fellow architect.
There is no question that with the twice monthly e-bulletins, the
new Quarterly and the soon to be launched new RIAS website
and Practice/Projects Directory, our communications with all
members have greatly improved. However I am well aware that
many members still perceive a distance between themselves
and the operations of HQ. I want to break down that perception
and persuade members from throughout Scotland that there are
many opportunities to actively participate in the work of the
Incorporation and to benefit from what it has to offer. My first
task is to listen.
From Dr Joyce Deans CBE PPRIAS
Having spent six years of my 10 (or was it 12?)
years on RIBA Council in several different roles,
building up the profile of RIAS as a sister institute
of the RIBA, equal to, rather than a subordinate
part of the RIBA, I would be interested in learning
your views on the future of that relationship.
When Arnie Dunn was RIAS President, he initiated a negotiation
with the RIBA on what was, at that time, a rather unsatisfactory
Partnership Agreement. If the RIBA is our sister then the siblings
hadn’t had a heart to heart talk for some time. Through Arnie’s
endeavours and subsequently those of his successor, David
Dunbar, a new Agreement was put in place that strengthens our
co-working with the RIBA.
Even something as simple as the advent of a joint committee
which meets three or four times a year has been crucially important
in ensuring that both organisations are working closely together
on the basis of mutual knowledge and understanding towards
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International Conference

2011
SCOTLAND

2-3 November 2011 • Crowne Plaza • Glasgow

BOOK NOW!

SPECIAL RATES for RIAS and RIBA members. Booking
and information: visit: www.waterfrontexpo.com,
Tel: Janet Loudoun on 01423 524545,
or Email: janet@mediageneration.co.uk and use
priority code WEXRIAS for substantial savings.

THE WATERFRONT REGENERATION
AND INVESTMENT EVENT OF 2011
Two day international conference drawing on the actual waterfront regeneration experiences of
a range of cities (including Barcelona, Chicago, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Marseille) focused on:
● How the actual progress made in regenerating their waterfronts measures up to their

original aspirations.
● The relationships these cities have established with the private sector in the area of

waterfront development.
● How they are now building on this success to leverage new investment to continue

regeneration and development.
Comprehensive 2-day programme (which includes the Official Civic Reception, Site Visits,
Clyde River Tour, Developer-led Workshops and much more) officially supported by Clyde
Waterfront, Dundee Waterfront, the City of Edinburgh Council, and Glasgow City Council.
Opportunity to meet city officials and their private sector developer and investor partners.

www.waterfrontexpo.com
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shared goals. The Agreement also reinforces the autonomy of the
Incorporation with the understanding that neither organisation
will stray onto the other’s patch (ours being Scotland, the RIBA’s
being the rest of the world). It does seem to be working well and
I’m looking forward to meeting the RIBA’s new President to ensure
that these two autonomous organisations avoid any sibling rivalry
or the petty squabbles that sometimes occur when one or other
sister gets too big for their boots.
From Dr Larry Rolland PPRIAS PPRIBA
Can you use your position to make every effort
to persuade the Scottish Government to make
it easier and simpler for as many architects as
possible to be eligible for what work there is to
be commissioned during this time of extreme
shortage, by relaxing the commissioning
procedures and opening the doors for large and
small firms to tackle large and small projects?
For over a year the Incorporation’s Commission on Procurement
has deliberated over the many facets of current public procurement
in Scotland. We worked hard alongside the Scottish Futures Trust
to raise their project threshold from £750k to £3.5m thus potentially
opening up significant streams of work for small to medium
scale practices and the many others employed within Scotland’s
construction industry. Roy Martin QC Hon FRIAS who chairs
the Commission has undertaken a rigorous review of European
legalisation, the UK and Scottish legislation which flows from it
and the proportionality or otherwise of procurement mechanisms
which purport to be derived from that legislation.
More recently the Commission and the Incorporation have
been working with the Scottish Government’s procurement
team on their proposed standard pre-qualification questionnaire
(sPQQ). Although we see many potential benefits in a
standardised approach we do feel that proportionality is crucial
and we are working towards, as far as possible, ensuring that
procurement in Scotland is proportionate and appropriate to
maximise opportunities and minimise wasted time, energy and
expenditure. Our Practice Convenor, Willie Watt, currently has
a HM Government e-petition, demanding a procurement review.
We would urge every RIAS member to sign up at http://epetitions.
direct.gov.uk/petitions/273.

John Lane PPRIAS, Vice President Architect’s
Benevolent Fund
Will you be actively supporting the Architect’s
Benevolent Society? Have you viewed their latest
DVD? Assuming that you have, what did you think
of it?
The Architect’s Benevolent Society does a superb job. Their latest
DVD is very emotionally telling but it also argues its case for
support very well. Society tends to assume that all architects are
well-off and immune from hard times. As every architect will
testify, the reality can be quite different. However when individual
circumstances become really impossible to thole, ABS is there as
a crucial lifeline. The RIAS has many initiatives, both at Chapter
and HQ level which contribute to ABS every year. We will continue
to do so. With ABS and Shelter as our nominated charities and
our continuing highly effective communities programme, the
Incorporation is a continuing supporter of very worthwhile causes
even when life is very tough for all architects.

From David Dunbar PPRIAS
What are your favourite buildings in Scotland and
overseas?
In common with, I presume, a very high percentage of Scottish
architects, my answer to the former would have to be Glasgow
School of Art for all the usual reasons which have been far too
well rehearsed for me to reiterate them here. However another
particular favourite in Scotland, rather more historic, is Stirling
Castle. Once within the defensive walls on that magnificent hilltop
site, its Renaissance glories lift the spirits. Of course the sheer
scale and the superbly carved details are all about magnifying the
status of the King. What they also demonstrate is that, from its
earliest days, Scotland has never been an insular nation. This is
fine international architecture, a tradition which has continued
throughout Scotland much to our national credit.
On my favourite international building I regret I really haven’t
seen enough to make a fully informed choice. Of those buildings
I have visited however, it has to be Wright’s Falling Water. Some
decades ago, while still a student, this house was a long detour
during a road trip from Chicago to New England. Although it was
in private hands, we got close enough to see what has to be one
of the most extraordinary meetings of landscape and Modernist
architecture anywhere. I know it had teething problems, not least
a leaky roof, doubtless prompting the client’s response that the
falling water was supposed to be on the outside! But as a work of
sheer daring, it is nothing less than architectural poetry.
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hq refurbishment

neil baxter

Hidden Assets

As the last Secretary’s column reported, work has been ongoing
to create our new Garden Room which, though set in the subbasement of 15 Rutland Square, does, through the fall of the site
from front to back, have views out onto our enclosed garden.
Having a second large meeting room is already paying dividends.
Not only can we have more than one substantial meeting in the
building at any one time, but we now have a room which members
from outwith Edinburgh may use if they need to organise a meeting
in the capital. There will be no charge for such one-off usage (coffee
would also be free but any other catering will be charged at cost).
The gradual restoration of No. 15 continues. There will, within
the next month or so, be further disruption when the hallway
and stairwell, running up through the three main floors of the
building, are redecorated. That long overdue lick of paint is the
last part of the 2011 programme of works. The plan for 2012 is to
restore and upgrade the shabby basement offices, which many of
the Incorporation’s staff have dutifully tolerated for too long.
One aspect of the role of our headquarters, which must be fairly
far from the consideration of most members, is that our premises
possess a liquor license. Members can be assured that this is not
in order that we can convert the building into a tavern in the event
of even harder times, but simply to enable the RIAS to let out its
spaces whether to members or paying guests for meetings and
events which may, on occasion, involve the odd glass of wine. The
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implication, of course, of being licensed is that the full rigour of
licensing laws and the concomitant health and safety rules apply.
Edinburgh City Council has been assiduous in the application
of these rules to all premises which hold a license. Even though
the Incorporation is very far removed from the regular howf or
even from the sybaritic delights of your local bowling club, we have
undertaken complete replacement of all of our emergency lighting
to meet the rigorous new standards. Fortunately much of the work
meshed in with the continuing programme of improvement works
to the building so, although the disruption was still substantial,
it did have the benefit of being simultaneous with the temporary
inconvenience of much other beneficial ongoing improvement.
The cost of our new emergency lighting system, although
perfectly reasonable for top quality kit, was a major consideration.
Very helpfully however, the specialist lighting providers, P4,
agreed that in return for beneficial rates for advertising in the
Quarterly and some copy explaining their endeavours (useful CPD
for architects in any case) they would provide the new lighting at
a very significant discount. We are very grateful. The words that
follow are therefore from our sponsor. It has to be said, from a
client point of view, they were delight to deal with and the kit
certainly works.
Neil Baxter
secretary and treasurer
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The RIAS’ New Emergency
Lighting – by P4 Limited

“The enthusiasm of manufacturers, specifiers and installers for
replacing traditional T5 and other fluorescent lamps with the new
generation LED types for emergency lighting applications has risen
appreciably”, according to Alan Daniels, Business Development
Director of leading emergency lighting specialist P4 Limited.
“This rapidly expanding lamp source, coupled with the well
documented improvements in its reliability and environmental
credentials, has enabled P4 to develop and launch a whole range of
LED products, some of which are being used in the refurbishment
of the RIAS premises in Rutland Square,” he explains.
There are many advantages TO LEDs. Because the power
required to operate them is less than that required for fluorescent
emergency equivalents, the batteries operating the LEDs can also
be smaller and require less power to charge them. This represents
a significant reduction in energy required over the life of an
installation.
LEDs themselves have much longer service lives than fluorescent
lamps and therefore need changing much less frequently, if ever,
during the life of an LED emergency product. This delivers another
very significant saving for larger installations, and the issue of safe
disposal of lamps is no longer a concern for occupants of buildings
and those who maintain them.
The P4 LEDs used in 15 Rutland Square are Omikron doubled
sided LED maintained wall and ceiling mounted exit signs in a

brushed stainless steel finish, and large and small Beta maintained
single and double sided box style exit signs internally illuminated.
“LEDs produce high brightness, good quality white light in a
very efficient way, “says Mr Daniels. “Compared with equivalent
fluorescent sources, a good quality LED emergency luminaire and
exit sign can deliver energy savings in excess of 30 per cent as a
result of its superior directed use of light.”
Further benefits of using LEDs in emergency lighting is that
they are virtually unbreakable, have a long life and are unaffected
by extremely low temperatures.
In common with all emergency lighting however, LED
luminaires must be tested regularly and a scheme of maintenance
must be in place to ensure that, when required, the emergency
lighting system will operate.
The Omikron and Beta products installed in the RIAS building
incorporate P4’s acclaimed Fastel self-test units. These automatically
perform a routine which exceeds the BS5266 requirement by a
minimum of between 12 and 36 times that specified., without any
need for any staff intervention. “In the event of a fault, clear visual
and audible signals are generated from the fitting, which signals
to anyone present in the room that a trained maintenance person
will need to check and rectify the fault,” explains Alan Daniels.
continued overleaf…
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hq refurbishment
continued…

“A main attraction of our Fastel system is that it enables the
occupant of a building to upgrade to a more advanced computer
programmable, LAN or wireless system very conveniently should
the additional feature of remote monitoring be required.”

More details from P4 Limited, 1 Wyman’s Way, Fakenham
Industrial Estate, FAKENHAM, Norfolk NR21 8NT Tel:
01328 850555 , by emailing info@p4fastel.co.uk

or

through the website www.p4fastel.co.uk.

Gregstone Construction Ltd

Gregstone Construction Ltd are delighted
to have been involved in the management
and construction of another phase of
upgrading works at the RIAS headquarters.
Gregstone offer a full all trade construction service
for all types of building contracts in the commercial
and domestic market.

Next year’s Convention lands in Aberdeen. The
Belmont cinema will play host to our traditional
Thursday afternoon and Friday plenary sessions,
while Richard Murphy’s Park Inn, an elegant recent
addition to the Aberdeen hotel scene, serves as
both the Convention hotel and the venue for the
speaker’s dinner on the Friday evening. Among
those who have already confirmed they will speak
are Neil Gillespie (Reiach and Hall), Gareth Hoskins

18 Young Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4JB
Telephone 0131 258 2187

(Gareth Hoskins Architects), David Page (Page\

email - slivingstone@hotmail.com

Tagliabue EMBT). Firm confirmations are yet to be

Mob - (Stevie) 07768 497643

received from Rafael Moneo and Eric Parry but they

email - gregormckay@hotmail.com

have both intimated that they would like to be part

Mob - (Gregor) 07768 497842
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Park Architects) and Benedetta Tagliabue (Miralles

of the event.
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Sinking Romanticism - Venice Observatory

2011 RIAS

& A+DS Scottish
Student Awards for
Architecture

Judging and presenting a varied set of awards on the same day
added a dose of adrenalin to the process. The fact that judging was
undertaken in one city and the presentations in another added to
the challenge. However the judging, by Sholto Humphries PRIAS,
Chief Architect, Ian Gilzean RIAS, guest assessor, Edgar Gonzalez
Hon FRIAS RIBA and Kate Hendry of Sust. at A+DS maintained
the rigour which characterises these awards.
The citations composed on the day testify to the quality and
variety of submissions, which gave the judges more than enough
inspiration for their words and to the skill of the judges themselves
in their careful consideration of 40 widely varying schemes and
the determination of the five awards. The awards event at The
Lighthouse opened with a presentation by Edgar Gonzalez which,

though firmly grounded in current economic reality, presented the
inspiring work of Brisac Gonzalez in a way which argued “you can
still do it!”
The joint promotion of the Scottish Student Awards by RIAS
and A+DS would not be possible without generous funding from
the Scottish Government and RIAS Insurance Services. The high
standards testify to the quality of teaching in Scotland’s schools of
architecture. These awards emphasise the crucial importance, even
in the toughest financial times, of bringing on a new generation
with the skills to deliver the high quality buildings which will be
vital to Scotland’s future.
neil baxter
secretary & treasurer
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RIAS Rowand Anderson Silver Medal for Best Scottish Student

Sinking Romanticism - Venice Observatory

high density living – hillhead housing
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Winner: Kieran Sheehan – Mackintosh School
of Architecture These very strong contextual proposals
are presented in a style which relates well to their historical
urban contexts yet are both contemporary and distinctive. The
work demonstrates very extensive investigation, detailed urban
analysis, careful consideration of the internal spaces and precise
renderings of the proposals in context. The ingenious reference
to precedent was particularly appreciated as was the invigorating,
well considered invention of new space. In every aspect these are
strong architectural statements and bold proposals for two quite
distinct urban contexts. The drawn and written communication
of the proposals is exemplary.

Instigating Clastic Urbanism, Marseilles

Special Mention: Harry Kirkham – Edinburgh
School of Architecture & Landscape
Architecture Drawing upon the historic, social and
geographic contexts this project is ingenious in its weaving of
appropriate new uses into the fabric of the city. The evolution
of the idea is elegantly expressed and the proposal itself is both
gutsy and urban.
Commended: Adrian Doherty – University of
Dundee Both projects deal with contexts at the edge – of city
and remote rural village respectively. Great care has been taken in
the placing of new objects in these quite different settings. Both
proposals are appropriate in form and sensitive in scale.

aquaculture: a productive seascape

Commended: Daniel O’Donnell – Edinburgh
College of Art These beautifully drawn proposals
address the disparate cityscapes of Georgian Edinburgh
and contemporary Berlin. Both present uncompromisingly
contemporary solutions with carefully considered internal and
exterior forms.
Commended: Rebecca Thomas – University of
Strathclyde
These projects explore different aspects of contemporary urban
living with ingenuity and wit. The adaptability and focus on
economic and social sustainability of each endeavour was
particularly praised.

bauhaus archiv, berlin

eichstÄtt university library, germany
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A+DS Award for Best Third Year Student

detailed design proposal for a foyer in leith

Winner: Andrew Barrington – Edinburgh
College of Art
The contextual analysis combines a review of the historic
port setting with commentary on more recent residential
development and a consideration of the immediate riverside
setting with mature trees. The proposal cleverly utilises the
opportunity for increasing the scale of the building to fit within
the contours of its setting. The spaces within the building and
its impact upon the area are carefully considered and beautifully
expressed. In both schemes the use of the topography of the sites
is skilfully handled.

city archive, dundee
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Highly Commended: Colin Davis – University of
Dundee
Working within an historic, industrial urban context, this
proposal carefully re-uses an existing building, pared back to its
bare plan form. New interventions are legibly inserted to address
a complex contemporary usage. The presentation is spare, elegant
and atmospheric.
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A+DS Urban Design Award

stabilising the delta, bangladesh

The judges offered a general critique that a number of projects, rather
than being truly ‘Urban Design’, were simply buildings within the
urban context – which most buildings occupy. They suggested that, in
future, submissions for this award should focus on the design of the
spaces around buildings or on the overall urban context, rather than on
individual buildings within the city.
Winner: Marianne Keating and Cara Shields –
University of Strathclyde This is a durable, sustainable
architectural response to a recurring problem within many
rural communities in Asia. Utilising cheap, easily obtained local
materials and low technology building methods, it provides
a holistic approach to creating a durable community. The
design approach is legible with an easily understood sequential
narrative, elegantly expressed.

instigating clastic urbanism, marseilles

Highly Commended: Catherine BusuttiL, Harry
Kirkham and Robert Mainwaring – University
of Edinburgh Working within the established bastides
of Marseilles and a number of separately characterised areas
described as ‘islands’, this project recognises the unusual
constraints on development imposed by this city’s unusual
topography. The scheme is therefore focussed upon improving
existing built fabric, the re-use of abandoned gap sites and
densification. The analysis of the historic, social and topographic
contexts is exacting and the proposed new development is
appropriately scaled and well drawn.
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Sust Award for Sustainable Design

stabilising the delta, bangladesh

Winner: Marianne Keating and Cara Shields –
University of Strathclyde This project addresses a
number of key sustainability issues. It endeavours to provide a
durable, economically viable mechanism for supporting a whole
community. While eschewing an overtly traditional approach
to design, it utilises traditional materials, acknowledging their
inherent benefits in addressing the recurring climatic problem
of flooding. The analysis of the socio/economic context which
underpins the sustainability approach is well considered.

city archive, dundee
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Commended: Colin Davis – University of Dundee
The re-use of existing buildings is inherently and demonstrably
sustainable. This scheme applies careful retro-fitting to enhance
energy performance and to provide a durable and attractive
solution to an exacting brief.
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RIAS Drawing Award

research futures

Winner: Daniel O’Donnell – Edinburgh College
of Art This suite of elegant hand drawings simultaneously and
ingeniously explore the technical complexity and the aesthetic
qualities of their disparate subjects. In rendering the threedimensionality of an Adam terrace or the proposal for a new
visitor attraction for Berlin, they are seductive and elegant in
their communication of form space and content.
Commended: Adrian Doherty – University of
Dundee The simplicity and directness of line gives these
drawings a legible and attractive quality. The urban scheme
cleverly juxtaposes line renderings with shots of architectural
models which demonstrate great care in the design of internal
spaces. The rural proposal argues convincingly that context is all.

aquaculture: a productive seascape

Commended: David Fleck – Robert Gordon
University The judges were impressed by the originality and
sheer quality of this 3rd year student’s work. Characters inspired by
Sylvain Chomet populate an Aberdeen sheltered housing scheme
drawn in a muted palette of browns and ochres, some renderings
ingeniously drawn over photographic images. By contrast the
second scheme, for a rural school, is rendered in light and colourful
textures. Both sets of drawings are infused with delight.
sheltered housing, aberdeen
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5710 lectures
The 5710 Society at the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture
is pleased to announce an exciting year ahead with a diverse
range of guest speakers, ranging from well established
international names to some exciting young practices. Our
lectures are open to members and the public, and held every
Thursday at 5pm in our Main Lecture Hall, with a members
drink reception afterwards – always a good opportunity to
meet the architects informally.
We are in the final stages of organising this year’s series but
are pleased to announce most of the programme. Highlights
include Duggan Morris Architects, Reiulf Ramstad Architects
from Oslo, Peter St John of Caruso St John, Clancy Moore
and O’Donnell & Tuomey from Dublin along with many top
Scottish practices.
Annual membership is £20 and is open to all students.
Anybody wishing to attend from other universities from the
profession or from the public are more than welcome.
Semester 1
Oct 6th - Tom Connolly of Elder and Cannon, Glasgow (to
be confirmed); Oct 13th - Reiulf Ramstad of RRA Architects,
Oslo; Oct 20th - Mary Duggan and Joe Morris, Duggan
Morris, London; Oct 27th - Holmes Architects, Glasgow; Nov
3rd - Malcolm Fraser, Edinburgh; Nov 10th - Oliver Chapman,
Edinburgh; Nov 24th - William Tunnell, Edinburgh; Dec 1st Robin Webster of Cameron Webster, Glasgow; Dec 8th - Peter
McLaughlin of John McAslan Architects, Edinburgh
Semester 2
Feb 9th - RMJM, Glasgow; Feb 16th - Jamie Fobert Architects,
London; Feb 23rd - Boyd Cody Architects, Dublin; Mar 1st
- Andrew Clancy of Clancy Moore, Dublin; Mar 8th - Neil
Sutherland Architects, Inverness; Mar 15th - O’Donnell &
Tuomey, Dublin; Mar 22nd - Neil Gillespie of Reiach and Hall,
Edinburgh; Mar 29th- Dulchas, Skye; April 12th – Peter St John
of Caruso St John, London; April 19th - David Henderson of
Bennetts Associates, London; April 26th - Rural Design, Skye.
We hope to announce a number of other
speakers soon, please check our newly
revamped website at www.5710.org.uk for up
to date information.
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eusas lecture programme

Peter Eisenmann critiquing some of the work in the university

Over the course of the next year EUSAS (Edinburgh University
Student Architectural Society) will be running a series of lectures
available to both students and the general public. A wide range of
national and international architects and engineers are invited to
present their work. The lectures are followed by a question and
answer session and of course complemented with wine and beer.
The lectures are held in Edinburgh University buildings,
normally in Minto House, 20 Chambers Street or the Edinburgh
College of Art, Lauriston Place. We try to organise lectures for
every second Friday evening during term time. All are welcome.
For up to date information on time and location please check
www.eusas.co.uk or our facebook page.
28th October 2011 – Allan Murray Architects
27th January 2012 – STASUS
Dates to be confirmed: Cre8 Architecture, Biomorphis, Rural
Design, David Chipperfield Architects, Bauman Lyons, Grafton,
Buro Happold and AHMM
Membership is available for those who wish to attend regularly;
this includes free entry into all lectures. Alternatively, tickets to
single lectures can be purchased. Both can be bought on the door
before any event; Public Membership: £20; RIAS Membership:
£18; Public Single Lecture: £5; Annual Student Membership: £10;
Student Single Lecture: £3.
Regular updates on lecture dates and
locations will be published on the EUSAS
website www.eusas.co.uk and our facebook
page
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Architecture Students’ Work Highlighted
at End of Year Show

Rowan Morrice

end of year show

The Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and Built Environment
at Robert Gordon University formally opened its 2011 End of
Year Show this summer with an award ceremony to recognise
the achievements of its top students. On Wednesday 15 June,
selected students from across the school received prizes from the
university and prestigious industry organisations in recognition
of their work.
Awards included the Aberdeen Civic Medal sponsored by
Aberdeen City Council, prizes for surveying graduates sponsored
by Building and Property Week, and a number of awards sponsored
by local industry. The ceremony launched the two week run of the
End of Year Exhibition. Designs, sketches and intricate models by
students from Architecture, Architectural Technology, Surveying
and Construction Design and Management disciplines were
displayed throughout the school.
Aberdeen local, Rowan Morrice (23), picked up two accolades
the John B Johnstone Prize for Best Overall Postgraduate
Architecture Student and a special commendation for drawing
from the Aberdeen Society of Architects. The stage six architecture
student was nominated for his innovative design of a residential
development for the East End of Glasgow. His design re-imagined
the traditional skyscraper tower block into a helix-shape using
stacked dwellings. Comprising a series of one to four bedroom
properties, each apartment has a self-contained garden inspired
by the Botanic Gardens in Glasgow’s West End.
Rowan explained: “I decided to make this a feature of each
apartment to challenge the traditional, uniform appearance of
1960s-style of tower blocks. I felt this approach would make each
property more personal. The building has been designed to look like

a piece of sculpture. Combined with the high specification design
and finish of the building, I think it breaks the perceived failure
of Glasgow high-rise by addressing issues of space, aesthetics
and living standards.” Rowan’s concept was realised as a series of
intricate hand-drawings and three-dimensional models.
Rowan, who graduated from the University in July, recently
visited Lille in northern France to undertake a visit to the Arbrisseau
Social Centre as part of a competition he won at the end of 2010
from Blueprint. He was commissioned to critique a contemporary
piece of architecture which will be featured in the autumn issue of
the publication. He said: “It’s a real honour to have been selected
for these prizes. I hugely enjoyed the opportunity to visit a piece of
world class contemporary architecture and write a critique.”
Head of School, Dr David McClean commented:
“I would like to congratulate Rowan and all the winners at this
year’s ceremony. The End of Year Show is an important celebration
of the work of the school and amply displays the commitment,
imagination and dedication of our students and staff. “It provides
an excellent demonstration of the professional skills developed by
our students through diverse projects, many of which relate to our
local community. Despite the impact of the economic downturn on
the construction industry, the design and realisation of buildings,
towns and cities of the highest quality endures as a fundamental
social need.”

For more information about the school and
annual End of Year Show, visit:
www.rgu.ac.uk/endofyearshow
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university of strathclyde:

international exchange programme
The Department of Architecture at the University of
Strathclyde is proud to promote one of the largest and most
expansive international exchange programmes of any school
of architecture in the UK. Currently over 25 formal exchange
agreements are in place, primarily in Europe through the
Socrates/Erasmus exchange programme, but also further afield
in Canada, Singapore, N. America, S. America and Australia.
Students at both u/g and p/g level have the opportunity to
undertake a semesters exchange, within respectively the Year 3
of the BSc in Architectural Studies (Hons) degree and Year 5 p/g
Dip/Masters in Advanced Architectural Design. Approximately
30% of any given year cohort take advantage of this opportunity
at some point in their education. The pedagogical benefits of
such an opportunity are difficult to measure - but if grades
are an indicator, typically those students who undertake the
exchange achieve 2.1/1st class level. The personal benefit is even
harder to quantify – increased independence and maturity is
consistently noticeable in exchange students.
For all the students who go out on exchange, the
Department is pleased to welcome an equal number in. This
gives the Department an international outlook in its educational
programme. This is in turn reflected in the staff contribution to
this programme. Staff international mobility is vastly enhanced
by these formally acknowledged agreements. This broadens
pedagogical experimentation and development of other areas
of academic activity.
The exchange programme is one part of the international
policy which the Department has pursued for some considerable
time. Exchange is not seen as an adjunct to the Department’s
activities, but fundamentally embedded. It aligns itself with core
curriculum, further international collaborations in the form of
International Workshops and International Consortiums and
underpins a capacity to network and co-exist comfortably in
the international arena.
Michael Angus -Director of Education
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Exchange Experience 1 - Emily Stephen Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia
I discovered early in the exchange process, that as well as Erasmus
and Socrates opportunities, it was possible to create an exchange
with any university in any city of our choice. All that was needed
was a little determination.
Along with three other students I began the process of setting
up an exchange to Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. I
was aware that two architects I greatly admired, Talbot Sweetapple
and Brian MacKay-Lyons, were both tutors within the architecture
department. Most of their built projects are found within Nova
Scotia.
We arrived in Nova Scotia in early January, to a landscape
not dissimilar to that of central Scotland we had left behind. As
we pulled into the city of Halifax, the prominence of two and
three storey timber dwellings was quite a contrast to the stone
tenements and high rises that dominate the Glasgow skyline.
Halifax is less urban in density and scale than the city I had come
from, it has a strong industrial harbour-front, as well as a quiet
beauty and calmness. We all found an extremely welcoming and
friendly urban environment with an enjoyably slower pace of life
than we were accustomed to.
The university itself is located in the heart of downtown
Halifax. The architecture building is busy and heavily occupied
with a strong studio culture. We enrolled in both Design Studio
and a Building Systems Integration class, as well as sitting in on a
Representation class.
Our Design Studio was run by Talbot Sweetapple and tutorials
were held twice a week. These were a definite highlight of the
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exchange experience and were informative and supportive and
filled with stories and architectural anecdotes, impromptu drawing
classes and model making trade secrets.
We were also given the opportunity to visit both the
architectural practice of MacKay-Lyons Sweetapple for an
evening presentation and the Ghost projects and home of Brian
MacKay-Lyons. The latter is located near Lunenburg an hour or
so drive South, along the rugged Nova Scotian coastline. We had
an unforgettable day exploring this landscape and the ideas and
forms, gathering spaces and homes that have grown from this
landscape through the Ghost initiative.
For all of us the exchange was an experience we would strongly
recommend. We met many great people, felt very much welcomed
and also got the opportunity to travel within Canada and North
America. Architecturally, we grew in confidence and ability
and were tutored by architects and architecture that we greatly
admire.
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Exchange Experience 2 - Jai Mexis, Rome
The sun is setting and its reflections skillfully play under the bridge
of Castel Sant Angelo. Another intensive day in the university is
over and I am strolling past Isola Tiberina into the labyrinthine
streets of Trastevere, looking with a couple of friends for the
Aperitif outdoor place where most students gather to share each
others company and socialize, with a vegetarian meal and a drink.
Once in Trastevere it’s almost unavoidable not to end up in its
main square, Santa Maria. The vivacity of the place is incredible!
Students gather and sit while they enjoy a drink, performers
play their instruments, children run around and people walk up
its steps and fill their water bottles in its ‘fontanella’. As for the
church, which is in the southwestern corner of the piazza it attracts
all sorts of people for all different reasons. People gather to pray,
beggars hoping for an offering gather at its gates, Asian tourists
take pictures; students even draw its interior and sculptural details.
It seems that everything happens outdoors in this eternal city.
Once you think you are familiar with a part of the city, you take
a turn into tiny strada and an entire new story unfolds, a story
spanning through time and history. The stratification of the layers
of history and of the very built environment is remarkable. No
wonder I meet so many archeologists and artists rediscovering
this city. The city, despite its chaotic layout, seems so friendly
as it preserves a respect for human scale. The perfect example is
Piazza Navona, in which I find it truly amazing how you can feel so
intimate and yet know that the piazza can comfortably hold tens
of thousands of people as it does during celebrations.
The very moment I enter the Piazza I am met by a cool breeze,
even on a hot day. You have such a freedom to walk around,
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finding places to sit both in the sun and in the shade. The majority
of cafes with semi-covered outdoor dining lie along the eastern
perimeter to receive optimum sunlight. Equally well-designed
are ‘The Spanish Steps’ which at first glance may look like simply
circulation. But the steps are more than just “stairs”. They are a
focal point, a place to meet, to rest, and ultimately, to see and be
seen.
However, living in a Mediterranean city is not always easy.
There are countless daily challenges, from bureaucratic chaos to
facing endless traffic and the hot-tempered Italian mentality
doesn’t always help. Nonetheless, in the end of the day when you
find yourself resting beside the Tiber, or on top of Aventino hill,
losing yourself in relaxing Italian melodies, or sharing a meal in the
tiny Piazza Sant’Ignazio, a strong sense of being human emerges.
The bonds with other people and with your surroundings are easily
established and you finally become an undistinguished part of the
city, of its very fabric.

A U T U M N 2 011 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

Exchange Experience 3 - Katherine Gibson,
Singapore
As part of my undergraduate degree I had the opportunity to go
on exchange to Singapore for one semester. As it is a South East
Asian hub with constant redevelopment I thought it would be an
ideal place to study.
I took a place at the National University of Singapore and
enrolled into the three core classes of Design, Architectural
Construction and Architectural Structures. There was a strong
emphasis on the way things are constructed and a lot of tutorial
time was devoted to detailing and the analysis of buildings, both in
Singapore and abroad, as well as site visits to local developments.
There was a strong studio culture with each year being divided
up into groups of twelve with two tutors per group. Tutorials
were held on Mondays and Thursdays between 2pm and 6pm
and interim reviews were held monthly. Teaching was in English,
although sometimes it descended into SInglish, especially among
the students.
I was quite lucky to arrive whilst the Chinese New Year
Celebrations were underway. The whole city was buzzing with the
festivities with decorations everywhere. I was invited to a local
friend’s house where I got to see how their family spent the festive
period.
There was quite a lot to see and do in Singapore although
most activities felt very cultivated and controlled. Everything had
been planned for a reason and function and that there was no
real wilderness or entirely natural element left. However, due to
Singapore’s location it was very easy to travel.
I found that there were very few European exchange students
studying in Singapore as most universities sent their students in
the first semester. However this meant I got to meet some very
interesting characters from America, Vietnam and Australia
and was able to embark on many adventures as a result. As the
course structure was very well planned I was able to arrange to
travel easily in advance much encouraged by my tutors. I was able
to go travelling quite a lot and managed to go to Kuala Lumpur,
Vietnam, South-West Australia, Bali, Cambodia, Thailand and the
Philippines during the four months I was away.
I would thoroughly encourage anyone to go on exchange
to Singapore. Not only will they get to see some of the world’s
most innovative architecture, but also learn about designing in
a tropical climate. The opportunity to travel and sample so many

different cultures and see how the buildings and people have
adapted to their different situations is a major bonus. All in all a
very worthwhile experience.
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Exchange Experience 4 - Marshall Inglis,
Bauhaus-UniversitÄt Weimar
Bauhaus-Universitat - International Advanced Architecture Design
Unit - Project Winner 2011
My international exchange was undertaken at the BauhausUniversität in the town of Weimar in Germany’s Thuringia region.
Reflecting upon my five months there has allowed me to evaluate
just what I gained from the experience.
One of my lasting memories and a factor which had a great
impact on my exchange experience was the town of Weimar
itself. Famous for its rich cultural heritage and history the town
is synonymous with the name ‘Bauhaus’. The town and the
university have a very close relationship, with the university being
a major tourist draw for Weimar as well as being one of its biggest
employers. Weimar, a polite conservative town, is the counterpoint to the Bauhaus-Universität’s radical arty liberalism. The
town’s architecture and its surrounding landscape also provide a
‘picture postcard’ backdrop.
The most influential part of my exchange was the teaching. The
course differed from my home university in a multitude of ways. It
was this which made it such an excellent experience. We received
an education which differed in its teaching, its approach to design
and its stylistic precedents. Being able to discuss and compare
your ideas and the surrounding architecture with students from a
variety of different cultures, various different skills and approaches,
provided one of the best educational tools.
Travelling also became a major part of the International
exchange. I was lucky enough to travel extensively while in
Germany, alone and with the university. This allowed me to gain
experience of new cultures, different forms of architecture and
spaces, as well as meet a wide array of people.
The exchange gave me the opportunity to move out of my
comfort zone, in an educational and social sense. It provided
me with a means to broaden my view of the world, as well as my
ideas about architecture. It allowed me to challenge myself and
gave me insights into how I would cope with such challenges. The
experience was invaluable and I feel its impact will have a lasting
effect on my time at university and my professional career.
for more information about the school and
the exchange programme, visit www.strath.
ac.uk/architecture.
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images from ‘under the edge: the architecture of peter stutchbury’
photos © michael nicholson
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70F, Sheep Stable, Almere, The
vNetherlands, 2007

K.Ortmeyer-fabpics

Wil Tunnell RIAS

Andreas Meck, The Slender House,
Munich, Germany
Roland Halbe

Taschen’s latest international themed
directory is a seductive compilation of
contemporary timber buildings. Like the
other books in the series the format is
one of introductory essays followed by
examples of contemporary work by around
50 architects from all around the world,
along with short practice introductions.
It’s a good format, with high quality photos
and about the right amount of drawings to
illustrate each project, and this is a goodlooking book.
‘Wood is for now’ declares Philip
Jodidio’s introduction, wood ‘is living a
new life in the 21st Century as a material
of predilection in architecture’ and so
the book’s intent to capture this exciting
cresting wave is set out. But Philip Jodidio’s
essay goes no further in offering gems
of insight into fast developing timber
technologies and construction techniques
and he appears to give an unquestioning
slap on the back to all who use wood being
‘as green as they come’ without exploring
that issue any further.
The projects illustrated in the book
are good and sometimes great pieces of
architecture but only a small handful
could be described as pioneering, which is
disappointing, given the book’s remit. A
primary category for the projects shown
could be entitled ‘Buildings with really nice

structures and in terms of technology
some of these are more interesting. José
Cruz Ovalle’s Perez Cruz Winery in Chile
is impressive with sinuous curving glulam
exoskeleton around big hemi-cylindrical
spaces. The form of these internal spaces
recalls industrial buildings by Nervi but
with a softness that concrete would not
have given. It is a virtuoso performance in
wooden structure and wooden skin.
Shigeru Ban pushes the boundaries of
timber grid structures that were pioneered
by Frei Otto in Mannheim. At the Haesley
Golf Club in South Korea he creates a
perfect, tree canopy-like, roof structure
that could not have been conceived without
the aid of computer technology. Frei Otto
and his engineer, Ted Happold, had to hang
dustbins filled with water from the roof of
the Mannheim Multihalle grid to convince
the local authorities that it would not fall
down. Now we trust in computers, but have
we really moved on that far?

Luuk Kramer Fotografie

Architecture Now! Wood
Philip Jodidio
Taschen
£24.99

timber cladding’, or even ‘A pattern book
for weatherboarding’. I suppose that in
Scotland, where we see an explosion in the
use of weatherboarding and where it is often
poorly executed, any demonstration of how
it can be done really well is worthwhile.
Jackson Clements Burrows’ Trojan
House in Melbourne demonstrates a honing
of the weatherboarding art with flush
boarding and shutters and improbably crisp
shadow gaps and perforations, while Valerio
Olgiati’s Flims Studio in Switzerland uses
blackened boarding inside and out to create
slick, but possibly oppressive, spaces. But
the most enjoyable tend to be the simplest,
such as Dumay Fones Vergara’s Fuente
Nueva Chapel in Chile, where simple raw
boarding is detailed to a level of elegance
which transforms a nominal shed into
something delightful. At the other end of
the scale Piet Hein Eek’s comedy woodpile
‘Tree-Trunk House’ uses wood neither as
structure nor cladding but as camouflage,
for a delight all of its own.
A smaller number of the book’s projects
can be categorised as expressed timber

Kauffmann Theilig & Partner, Boehringer Ingelheim Employee Restaurant,
Biberach an der Riss, Germany, 2003–04
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External Timber Cladding:
Design, Installation and
Performance
Ivor Davies and John Wood
Arcamedia
£45.00
Sumptuous photography and clear colourful
layout ensures that this publication
successfully straddles any gulf between
reference and recreational reading. Colour
coded page tags differentiate the six
parts within the text and uncomplicated
paragraph numbering and headings make it
easy to navigate.
Defining a facade as a building’s ‘raincoat’
the introduction notes the importance of
appearance and architectural character as
well as technical performance. The research
leading to this publication aims to develop
evidence-based construction details and
guidance to support increased use of UKgrown timbers as external finishes.
The book targets the relatively young
discipline of facade engineering whom
it blames for bypassing timber while
legislating and defining standards for
other modern materials such as glass and
steel. The diversity of Building Regulations
throughout Europe and even within the UK
does not yet take account of ever increasing
demands for timber on taller and more
complex buildings.
Two inherent properties of timber –
combustibility and moisture sensitivity –
comprise four of the six chapters. Fungal

decay and insect attack; weathering;
dimensional change and corrosion are
illustrated and analysed in depth in Part
3. The main threat in the UK appears to be
from fungal decay and insect attack. This,
we are assured, is manageable where timber
is dried to and maintained at low moisture
content.
The erudite authors carefully define five
stages of wood weathering as: 1 oxidisation;
2 photo-degradation; 3 staining; 4 splitting
and 5 erosion. They are also aware that
many untreated timber elevations appear
drab and suggest that architects pre-empt
reaction against unsightly facades by
“careful design and construction”. Noting
that all uncoated timbers eventually
weather, useful advice is given on species,
modification and preservatives.
Techniques for pre-weathering timber
are described, with the target of achieving
uniform appearance. Many factors affect
this process and uncertainty in anticipating
or responding to weathering makes this an
extremely complex science. It is suggested
that the easiest and possibly the most
economic method of simulating weathering
and controlling the appearance may be the
use of ferric sulphate solution. So many
variables exist, that no universal advice will
fit all circumstances.
If, at the outset, the architect reading
this book had doubts about the sub-text
proposing yet another new speciality
within facade engineering, part 5 - Fire
Safety - will prove the ultimate persuasion.
The issues around external spread of fire
become extremely complex and scientific
where timber cladding is employed.
Chilling images of fire plumes rising two to
six metres above openings are made more
sinister by noting that ”flames entering
cavities can be elongated by 5 -10 times
their original length due to stack effects”.
This book reveals that a great deal of useful
and in depth knowledge is being gathered
on timber cladding. Where variables of
flame retarding treatments meet timber’s
susceptibility to weathering the complexities really do justify the call for a new
specialism within facade engineering.
Architects will feel more at home in part

6 where excellent, clear drawings provide
performance based construction details for
a wide variety of intersections. As timber
cladding becomes ever more frequently
used on a wider range of building types this
research will become essential reading.
Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS

Building Up Our Health: The
Architecture of Scotland’s
Historic Hospitals
Harriet Richardson with
contribution from Ranald
MacInnes
Historic Scotland
free
Building up our Health is as much about
public health and social welfare as it is
about architecture. However that is not to
denigrate but is a reflection of how the first
two impinge upon the third.
It was charitable endeavours that
prompted wealthy citizens to promote
the first hospitals - a new type of public
building that would evolve over the next
three centuries into large, multi-storey,
all purpose hospital complexes with
the proposed new Southern General in
Glasgow having a throughput of 30,000
patients per day. As the authors say, ‘... we
all have reason to visit the many hospitals
which distinguish our towns, cities and
villages.’ Yet their origins were faltering born of charity, or of the fear of epidemics
(especially cholera) or infectious diseases
(such as scarlet fever and diphtheria.)
Over
the
generations
hospital
development has been subject to many
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premises. Today the ‘old-fashioned
Nightingale wards’, with their crossventilation, easy staff supervision and
patient camaraderie, ‘have lost their appeal
to modern planners and designers’ while
care in the community has led to the
closure of mental asylums which ‘were selfsufficient communities with their own farm
for produce and occupation for the patients’
and extensive garden grounds. All gone.
The earliest general hospital was the
Royal Infirmary in Edinburgh (begun
1738), in which each patient should have
a bed. Equally ambitious in scale was the
Glasgow Royal Infirmary at the close of the
18th century also by members of the Adam
family. Throughout the story of hospital
building in Scotland its most distinguished
architects feature - J. Burnet senior, James
Matthews, Thomas Tait. Yet, as is pointed
out, William Burn was equally proficient
designing complex institutional buildings
(such as poorhouses) as the great country
houses for which he is chiefly remembered
today.
Building up our Health has seven short
chapters encompassing inter alia poorhouses, infectious diseases and specialist
hospitals for ear, nose and throat. The
latter have now been subsumed into the all
purpose urban complexes, while modern
disease control, better public and personal
hygiene and the introduction of drugs,
such as penicillin after World War II, has
ended the need for infectious diseases units
on the edge of towns. Also many cottage
hospitals, beloved and funded by local
communities, have been closed because of
lesser recuperation times, the centralisation
of services and greater ease of transport to
urban areas.
Such changes have seen the closure
or adaptation of hospitals. Perhaps the
greatest loss has been the disappearance
of William Stark’s Glasgow Royal Asylum
of 1810 which had a unique radial layout.
Its panopticon plan was ‘probably the most
influential purpose-built asylum of the early
19th century.’ Its successor at Gartnavel by
Charles Wilson of 1842 has been converted
to other uses. Given the notoriety accorded
Glasgow for its poor health record today it
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is notable that in the past the city was often
a pioneer in medical health which could
be initiated by the need for good teaching
hospitals so that the Western Infirmary was
adjacent to the relocated university.
Building up our Health is an excellent
introduction to a neglected area of study,
although there have been some fine studies
of individual hospitals, notably by Douglas
Dow. The research material is sensibly
gathered without being oppressive and the
architectural analysis is neat and concise.
But why is there no index?
James Macaulay Hon FRIAS

White Green – Ten Projects in
the Great Outdoors by White
Arkitekter
Mark Isitt
Laurence King Publishing
£30.00
Terrence Malick’s The Thin Red Line featured
some of the most beautiful images of
foliage ever committed to film. This book,
on the long established Swedish ‘eco’
practice, White Arkitektur, runs it a close
second. Cover to cover it scans like a walk in
the Scandinavian wilderness; photograph
after photograph of wafting reeds, feathery
birches and boggy marshland. You can
almost hear the high pitched whine of the
mosquitoes and smell the smoke from a
sauna chimney.
Then, just when you think that you have
picked up a Swedish Tourist Board brochure
by mistake, you turn the page to discover
an architectural analysis of a ‘Naturum’

(the Swedish word for Visitor Centre) or
a discussion of building in the wilderness.
This book mirrors the architecture it
reviews. Just as there are far more trees
than buildings in Scandinavia, so there are
far more pictures of trees than buildings in
this book.
The first project illustrated, Kings
Meadow Barn, is an exercise in modesty.
What appears to be a traditional red painted
timber barn is located at the end of a long,
straight path in the middle of a field. Only
when the visitor enters the building does
it become apparent that the conventional
construction has been adapted – gaps
between the planks that clad the walls of the
barn allow light to seep in. Instead of being
a dark, damp space the interior glows. Glass
panels against the walls are printed with
information about the local flora and fauna
and gently back-lit by sunlight. Simple and
poetic.
Next up is the Kastrup Sea Bath, a
prickly, crescent shaped timber bathing
platform at the end of a pier, reaching out
from the delightfully named Acid Factory
Road on the coast of Denmark. The core of
the platform is friendly with a great sense of
enclosure and a wonderful, slatted timber-y
feel. Again the architects have used simple
natural materials in a clever and economical
way. And it’s fun.
The remainder of the book is taken up
with a variety of visitor centres including an
un-built project by Lake Vänern for Crown
Princess Victoria that is so ingrained into
the forest that it is perforated by trees, an
Aalto-esque timber-clad ‘nest’ perched in the
wetlands next to Kristianstad and the light
and airy Store Mosse Naturum that houses a
stuffed bear and a wall of hiking socks.
In summary, this book will firmly
entrench any prejudices you have regarding
the quality of Scandinavian architecture
and immerse you in Nordic nature for less
than a Ryanair ticket to Stockholm Skavsta
(before taxes, booking fee and insurance).
PS. Good luck in finding this publication
on a bookshelf. The pale green and white
cover has the appearance of a pharmaceutical
company’s year-end report.
Peter Robinson RIAS
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The New York Public Library
- The Architecture and
Decoration of the Stephen A
Schwarzman Building
Henry Hope Reed and Francis
Morrone, photographs by
Anne Day
W W Norton & Company
£49.99
The revised centenary edition of this
colourful book celebrates both the
anniversary and the cleaning and restoration
of the neo-classical facades of a building
which is arguably the intellectual centre
of the city. The New York Public Library is
a much loved institution, the centrepiece
of which is now known as the Stephen A
Schwarzman Building. The original design
was the result of a competition won in 1910
by Carrère and Hastings whose training at
the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris had well
prepared them in all aspects of classical
architecture and decoration.
The book’s introduction presents
very interesting drawings and details of
the three leading competition designs
and explains key features of the winning
decision, much of which apparently hinged
on the design of the vestibule. Classical
principles and systems of proportion are
lovingly explained throughout the book to
ensure that readers are not left confused.
Beautiful, full-page pictures are appended,
clearly annotating technical descriptions of
internal and external features, along with

a comprehensive glossary of architectural
and decorative terms.
Both of the authors are members of
Classical America, a society devoted to
the study and preservation of the classical
tradition. They are well placed to guide this
literary tour around the Library. No detail
escapes their focus and thorough research
gives illuminating background information
on each episode. The erudite writing style
sets a wholly appropriate tone where dealing
with detailed features and spaces. It can
become confused where broader concepts
are postulated e.g. “It is a mixture of Roman, Italian
and French elements with the Greek on
occasion, and forms part of a symmetrical
plan reflected in the building’s exterior. The
Style is part of the American Renaissance,
the era between 1880 and 1930, when
the classical tradition triumphed in our
architecture”.
The building is a low horizontal block
on Fifth Avenue, between 40th and 42nd
Street and now contrasts markedly with
surrounding vertical buildings. It clearly
presents an attractive calm oasis in a
bustling city. The book emphasises the
visual tranquillity and chooses to focus on
intimate detail. With the exception of only
a few views, it ignores the building’s context
within the city. This is unfortunate as the
view down 41st Street from the second floor
gallery and the framed vista of the nearby
Empire State Building, as viewed from
the Bill Blass Public Catalogue Room are
very distinctive images and emphasise the
richness and value of this classical edifice in
a modern city.
The photography throughout is
beautiful and captures the tactile attraction
of quality building materials and the three
dimensional relief panels. The excellent
print quality of this book also compliments
the high quality illustrations and ensures
that it will be an excellent volume of record
for this cherished monument. It will also
appeal to those seeking to refresh their
knowledge of classical proportions and
detailing.
Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS

Under the Edge, The
Architecture of Peter
Stutchbury
Ewan McEoin (editor)
Architecture Foundation
Australia
£60.00
I first went to Australia in 1987 just
before the bicentenary of Captain Cooke’s
“discovery”. Rather than finding a country
in celebratory mood, a national angst
seemed to be in full swing. “Basically, in
200 years we’ve f…..cked the place up” were
Glen Murcutt’s words when I met him in
his office. Certainly arriving in Australia is
like nowhere else on earth. Putting aside
the plants and animals the Europeans have
brought with them, Australia is unique
(along with Madagascar and New Zealand)
as having a completely separate flora and
fauna from the rest of the planet. Arriving
there is like landing on another world
but just like all isolated places intensely
vulnerable to ecological invasion.
The last few decades have seen the
emergence of a self confident culture that
has shrugged off what used to be known
as the “cultural cringe”. In architecture
this is evident in the active pursuit of a
contemporary Australian expression. The
attitude to aboriginals has been reversed
and like them, certain architects are
understanding the particular delicacy of
the ecological balance of the landscape,
along with the potential for its unwitting
destruction.
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wall house, japan

A school of thought has developed
around the inspirational leadership of
Glen Murcutt. Its characteristics are an
ecological approach, a careful reading of
the landscape both climatically and in
terms of architectural expression and an
interest in expressive construction, often of
a low tech self-build variety. Like Murcutt,
most of these architects eschew large
projects or urban issues; believing perhaps
in some sort of dispersed Jeffersonian
vision of a decentralised non-urban society.
Nonetheless, Australians today live in
gigantic suburban cities and one might
speculate whether less dispersal, rather
than more, might be more ecologically
appropriate?
Peter Stutchbury, along with Rick
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Leplastrier, Lindsay Johnston and others
who contribute to this handsome book, is
one of the school’s leading proponents. The
book is full of enviable luscious photographs
of mostly beautiful houses sitting poised
and open in the distinctive Australian bush
(with one in Japan). The success of this
school is such that now one can recognise
an “Australian” design.
But it would be a mistake to think
that this is about style even if there are
frequent architectural characteristics:
the floating detached planes of roofs and
walls, corrugated sheeting, the architecture
of louvers, the expressive structures the
transparent interiors and stunning natural
materials. But this would be a superficial
reading since so much attention is paid to

the very careful reading of each and every
place.
Each project in the book is preceded
by a simple pencil sketch of the landscape
from which the building is inspired, along
with many site visits at different times of
year, to come to an understanding of the
dangers and potentials of the local climate.
The resultant buildings are surely poetic in
their harmony with their context. Indeed I
remember asking Murcutt why he always
placed his corrugated aluminium sheeting
horizontally rather than vertically as one
might have thought more logical. “So that
the buildings reflect the earth and sky” was
his reply. Pure poetry.
Richard Murphy OBE FRIAS
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Infill: New Houses for Urban
Sites
Adam Mornement, Annabel
Biles
Laurence King Publishing
£27.50
Scottish architects are well versed in
working through the strictures of awkward
infill sites. Indeed many of our best
architects established their reputations by
wrestling with the particular challenge of
redundant tracts of our cities. Sadly, none
are included in this new publication which
gathers together a catholic collection of 40
residential projects from around the globe
which, arguably, qualify as infill exemplars.
The book’s sub-title alludes to a
concentration on ‘houses’ (mostly single
family homes) as opposed to ‘housing’

(multiple
occupancy
developments).
Curiously, the one exception here is the
Golden Nugget project in Graz which graces
the book’s hardback cover. This development
is definitely ‘housing’ and accommodates
five flats and bespoke office space for the
project architects INNOCAD. Certainly
the gold-coloured copper cladding (set on
the diagonal) makes for a dramatic façade
which sits surprisingly well in the context
of an historic World Heritage city. However,
this mixed-use ‘housing’ project is hardly
representative of the book’s contents.
The authors’ rather cursory introduction
maps out their remit and delineates the five
site-related chapter headings: Mid-Terrace,
End-of-Terrace, Detached, Underground
and Sloping Sites. Apparently the book’s
working title was Curious Footprints and
one senses the authors’ lingering regret at
the switch to the more generic ‘Infill’; they
adopt a rather formulaic approach and
devote four or six pages per project with
basic plans, a section and an elevation (but
no scale bar). The text is uniformly brief
with the emphasis given over to seductive
colour photographs.
Whilst it is refreshing that most of the
featured architects are little known (except
perhaps for David Adjaye) some of the
selected houses are merely meretricious.
There are notable exceptions, of course,
especially the seven houses from Japan
which demonstrate an uncompromisingly

ROOFTECTURE S, Kobe, Japan. Shuhe Endo Architect Institute

innovative approach by their respective
architects. However, they underscore the
peculiarities of trying to build in Japan
and display a decidedly un-Western manipulation of space and place. This particular
Japanese phenomenon was first identified
in Atelier Bow-Wow’s Pet Architecture Guide
Book (2002) which catalogued a plethora of
small, quirky structures inhabiting Tokyo’s
marginal territories.
However, I suspect that few clients
would endure the privations promoted
by the owners of the ‘Love House’ in
Yokohama. The tiny plot measures just 3 x
10m and the architect, Takeshi Hosaka, has
conceived a design based on his analysis
of Old Testament scripture. Obviously the
physical limitations of the plot demand that
they forego the nefarious pleasures of the
king size divan or cushion-strewn club sofa.
The monastic cell allusions with its pared
back, ascetic lifestyle are reinforced by the
decision to exclude artificial light and rely
instead on candles and available daylight.
The book’s format replicates Mornement’s previous publication Extensions
(2007). It is elegantly designed but drifts
perilously close to the world of House +
Garden. This volume is perhaps better
suited to the layman’s library rather than
the practising architects’.
Mark Cousins RIAS

All these new titles
are available at the RIAS
bookshop, 15 Rutland
Square, Edinburgh;
by mail order (0131 229 7545);
or online at
www.rias.org.uk/ebookshop
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM RIAS PRACTICE
If you have issues you would like to discuss
please do noT hesitate to contact us.
Maryse Richardson, Practice Manager
0131 229 7545 mrichardson@rias.org.uk
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Contracts and Appointments Update
Members will be aware of a number of key legislative changes
affecting construction contracts which have taken place over the
last year. As a result SBCC contracts and RIAS Standard Forms of
Appointment are to be updated. These changes will be covered in
detail in Practice Information through the issue of Practice Notes
in the Winter 2011 edition which will include a special examination
of contract administration issues focussing on the changes.
Practice Services subscribers will have access to the fully updated
suite of RIAS Standard Forms as free downloads. If you are not a
subscriber you may wish to find out about the current benefits of
a subscription.
Below is a summary of the contracts and appointments
changes.

SBCC 2011 Edition
On 1st November the changes to the Construction Act (the “Act”)
will come into force in Scotland. SBCC will publish new 2011
Edition Scottish contracts to comply with the Act.
Contract administrators should note that new procedural
requirements for payment will be introduced.
The key changes focussing on payment are:
• the introduction of notices as triggers for payment,
• the payment regime can be ‘payer led’ or ‘payee led’ but must
be one or the other,
• payment notices and ‘Notices of intention to Pay Less’,
• ban on determining amounts/dates for payments by reference
to third party contract,
• right to claim the costs of any suspension for non-payment.
For further details refer to Practice Note FI1121.

Revision to RIAS Standard Forms of
Appointment
The Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010 is now in force. The Act applies
in any case and provides a set of rules for the conduct of an
arbitration held in Scotland.
The RIAS Standard Forms of Appointment refer to the Scottish
Arbitration Code and therefore need revision to reflect the changes
as detailed above.
A number of other minor changes will be applied at the same
time. These are as follows:
• a Notice of the Right to Cancel is to be integrated at the end of the
SCA/2000 and the ASP/2005 to comply with the Cancellation

of Contracts Made in a Consumer’s Home or Place of Work etc.
Regulations 2008,
• a statement confirming that adequate and appropriate
professional indemnity insurance cover, as specified by ARB,
is in place, is to be added to the ASP/2005,
• the guidance notes now are to include advice relating to
the appointment of consultant specialists following the
requirements for post-completion testing of sound insulation
and air tightness performance,
• a strengthened copyright statement will feature in all the
forms.
Practices are reminded that the RIAS legal adviser and the
RIAS Contracts and Appointments Committee recommend the
use of the Standard Forms of Appointment. The RIAS forms help to
ensure that the key aspects of the services to be provided and the
responsibilities of each party are clearly stated and agreed at the
beginning of a project and the extent of services are defined. The
forms incorporate the most recent legislation. This is particularly
relevant in the current economic climate which has given rise to an
increase in litigation.

Scottish Futures Trust Release New
Standard Form Documents
The Scottish Futures Trust (SFT) has just released new documents
for use on NDP (non-profit distributing) projects in Scotland.
The new Standard Project Agreements exist in two forms:
• one for the hub DBFM projects procured through the hub
initiative,
• one for projects adopting NDP projects.
The SFT envisage that the Standard Form Agreements will be used
for individual/grouped schools, colleges, community health facilities
and other design/build financing and maintenance projects.
Practice Information will be commenting on these new contract
forms in the Winter 2011 Practice Information.

Guidance on the Bribery Act 2010
The new CIC Risk Management briefing explains the new offence
of “failing to prevent bribery” under section 7 of the Act which
aims to promote a more ethical business environment; and what
the UK Government expects businesses to do in devising and
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implementing anti-corruption procedures. The briefing also offers
additional sources of information to help businesses seeking to
establish, review or update their anti-corruption procedures.
The full briefing can be found at www.cic.org.uk.

Flood Risk Management
New guidance on flood risk management was published on 15th
June 2011. It complements the flooding legislation that was
introduced in 2009, the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009
(the Act) sets out statutory guidance to SEPA, local authorities
and Scottish Water on fulfilling their responsibilities under the
Act, and in particular on the steps that should be taken to manage
flooding in a sustainable manner. The guidance is intended to
ensure adoption of consistent principles and approaches based on
good practice lessons in flood risk management. The guidance also
highlights the important role of the planning system in managing
flood risk.
The full guidance document, Delivering Sustainable Flood Risk
Management, is available on the Scottish Government website at
the following address: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2
011/06/15150211/3.

New Circular on Demolition
Circular 4/2011: The Town and Country
Planning (Demolition which is not development)
(Scotland) Revocation Direction 2011.
The Circular notes that the revocation direction revokes the
previous direction issued in 2001. The effect of the revocation
is that demolition of any building is now development for the
purposes of The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. The
Circular sets out that demolition of any building will be subject to
the relevant planning and EIA requirements. The Circular has been
published online and is available from: http://www.scotland.gov.
uk/Publications/2011/07/22145135/0.

Recast of the Energy Performance of
Buildings Directive 2010/31/EU (July 2011): Pre
Consultation Exercise
The Scottish Government proposes to consult on the implications
of the recast Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 2010/31/
EU (EPBD) in September 2011. To raise awareness and promote
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discussion in advance of public consultation, BSD has issued an
information circular.
The RIAS Environment Housing and Town Planning Committee
is currently reviewing the implications of the changes and a report
will be published in Practice Information in due course. The recast
is likely to result in changes in Scottish legislation.
This document notes current transposition of the original
Directive, the implications of the recast and offers initial views
of the Scottish Government on action required as a result of the
recast requirements of the Directive. The Circular is available at the
following web address:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/
Building/Building-standards/profinfo/epcintro/eurodirepb.

Edinburgh World Heritage Conservation
Funding Programme
Members are advised that Edinburgh World Heritage (EWH) has
published a new leaflet outlining its new funding priorities which
are:
• major routes through the World Heritage Site,
• historic buildings in need of repair,
• areas in need of regeneration.
If the property is in one of the target areas of the World Heritage
Site (a map is available on the EWH web site) the owner/owners,
who should appoint a conservation accredited architect, may
wish to apply for funding from the Conservation Funding Programme.
The next batch-closing date for applications is 14th November 2011.
Application forms and leaflet (ewh-grants1) can be downloaded
from the website at http://www.ewht.org.uk/conservation-fundingprogramme.

BRE Approval for EDT SAP 2009 Calculator
The Energy Design Tools SAP 2009 Calculator v4.1 has now
received approval from BRE for the generation of calculations to
show compliance with the latest building regulations and for the
generation of SAP 2009 Energy Performance Certificates in England
& Wales and Scotland.
For more information please go to: http://clients.nbatdigital.
co.uk/t/r-BE4236DD9064784B.
Energy Design Tools are making their SAP calculator free to
use for those undertaking the RIAS - Energy Design Certification
Scheme practical SAP Tests to become an Approved Certifier of Design
(Section 6 – Energy) Domestic. The outputs from Energy Design
Tools Calculator can also be used to generate an Energy Performance
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Certificate (EPC) using the scheme website at www.RIAS-regs.co.uk.
Energy Design Tools has also introduced the ability to migrate
projects from SAP 2005 to SAP 2009, allowing users to compare
performance between versions.

New Radon maps for Scotland
New, high definition radon maps have recently been published by
the Health Protection Agency (HPA). The maps were developed by
the HPA and the British Geological Survey using new techniques
developed to combine radon measurements with geological data
to produce radon maps at a much finer resolution.
The guidance contained within Section 3.2 of the Technical
Handbooks currently makes reference to the superseded 2009 maps
and this will be updated when the handbooks are next revised in
October this year. Architects should use the most up to date radon
probability information when designing or assessing buildings
under the building standards system.
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas which seeps up
from the ground and is the second largest cause of lung cancer in
the UK. Functional Standard 3.2 tackles this potential health risk by
requiring that “every building must be designed and constructed in such
a way that there will not be a threat to the health of people in or around
the building due to the emission and containment of radon gas”. The
guidance contained within the Technical Handbooks makes reference
to radon maps available on the HPA website.
Interim guidance, including a link to the HPA website
(http://www.hpa.org.uk) and new map (http://www.hpa.org.uk/
Publications/Radiation/CRCEScientificAndTechnicalReportSeries/
HPACRCE023/) will be made available on the Building Standards
Division website.
Note: Revised or amended guidance normally applies only to
building warrant applications submitted on or after the date the
revised guidance becomes operational and this is the case with
the new radon maps. However, consideration should be given to
providing or increasing radon protection where:
• a building warrant has been applied for but has not yet been
approved or,
• a building warrant has been issued but works have not yet
commenced,
• when the new or extended building is now within a radon area
when previously it was not or the probability of radon exposure
has increased.
In view of this, the local authority verifier may wish to advise
the applicant of any building warrant affected in this way for the
building owner to consider what action, if any, to take.

If you have issues you would like to discuss,
don’t hesitate to contact maryse richardson:
mrichardson@rias.org.uk

Manufacturers of Timber Doors and Door Sets
BM TRADA Q-Mark Accredited

Non-Standard Flush Doors/Sets
(Paintgrade, Veneered or Laminated)

Non-Standard Flush Doors/Sets with Apertures
(Finished as Above)

Fire Doors/Sets – Fully Certified | ACOUSTIC Doors/Sets
Glazed Screens
(Non Fire rated or Fire rated)

Wall Panels | Skirtings | Architraves
Ecosse Doors Ltd
4 MacDowall Street, Paisley PA3 2NB
Telephone: 0141 840 2266
Fax: 0141 887 8106
www.ecossedoors.co.uk
sales@ecossedoors.co.uk
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insurance matters

raising the roof

charles mckean hon frias continues his popular series highlighting the background and
outcome of claims made to riasis
The situation
‘We do not think’ wrote the architect to the client, ‘that swearing at
one’s architect (indeed, in front of the contractor!) or threatening
him with a law suit is any avenue toward fostering good relations’.
Indeed, it was not. So the architect gave three weeks notice of
termination of commission (the contractor still being on site)
and warned both client and contractor that the project could not
proceed (he having the copyright of the design) unless his fees
were paid. By Parthian shot, he finally instructed the contractor to
dismantle the entire new roof. Client relationships could evidently
have been better. That exchange, however, was at the end of a
descent from combined enthusiasm into deep rancour.
The project
The scheme was for a large extension to a building, for which the
architect had been appointed for the normal full service. There
were evidently some changes of client mind during construction,
particularly (unusually?) on aesthetic matters relating to how the
two parts of the building sat together. So far as the file allows,
one such change of mind had significant unexpected visual
consequences for the roof fenestration which the clients really
disliked.
From the file, the architect’s approach comes across as ‘you
wanted it, you take the consequences’: whereas the helpful
builder’s surveyor, apparently without telling the architect, proceeded
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effectively to redesign the entire roof structure and upper storey.
The consequences of trying to be helpful were picked up by planning
and building control when inspecting for a completion certificate
(although apparently not by the architect). The redesigned roof
now provided insufficient ceiling height in parts of the top storey,
the tiles used were not according to the planning permission and
the roof pitch was incompatible with the required tiles. Hence the
dramatic instruction to dismantle the entire roof.
Further developments
The client’s initial claim against the architect was so unspecific
that no action was taken. Clearly the client had indeed taken on
another architect and the file implies that the roof was indeed
redone – but there is nothing from the new architect in the
file. The original architect, however, got a severe shock when he
received not a writ but a Sheriff ’s Judgment finding him liable as
charged for the entire sum - since he had failed to attend the court
hearing when summoned. After much huffing, the judgement was
then withdrawn since it could be shown it had been sent to an
old address and no proof of receipt had been obtained. A further
hearing was set down.
Analysis of the case
The issue was simply what fault, if any, could be attributable to the
architect. The claim was large and included a substantial sum for

FREE TICKET FOR
HOMES AND INTERIORS
SCOTLAND 2011
consequential loss which the insurance company thought unlikely
to stand up in court. The writ complained of poor relationships
very early on, defective drawings and failure to spot defective
work by the contractor. However, it was very unspecific, failed
to focus upon which drawings had been agreed by the client and
blended blame laid against the architect with blame laid against
the contractor. The insurance company concluded that, since there
was insufficient specifity in the claim at this stage even to appoint
an expert witness, the sheriff was likely to dismiss it in its current
form. The recommendation was to sit it out.
Outcome
After waiting a considerable time, the insurance company offered a
‘drop hands settlement’ whereby each side bore its own costs. That
was accepted and the case was closed.
Lessons
It is implied by the file that the client’s desire for recompense was
blended with a desire for retribution. It is always possible that had
the client’s lawyer presented a more specific claim, some liability
might possibly have attached to the architect. There are worrying
aspects about this file, namely:
a. be sure at what point a deteriorating relationship is not worth
continuing, an impatience with the client’s preoccupation is
implied by the file, which is not the best foundation, eventually,
this relationship passed its red light,
b. inspection during construction should have picked up the
significant changes to the roof structure and the consequences
internally (if the officials could spot them, why not the
architect?),
c. relations with the contractor cannot have been sufficient for
such changes to be put through without them informing the
architect,
d. always a good idea to let past and present clients know when
you change address!
Moral
Never do the ‘not-worth-doing’.

RIAS INSURANCE SERVICES
Tel 0131 311 4292 Fax 0131 311 4280
Email ian.mccallum@marsh.com

RIAS members can claim a free ticket worth £10 for
this popular show, which is at the later dates this
year from Friday 28 October to Sunday 30 October,
at the SECC Glasgow.
Members can also purchase discounted advance
tickets for only £6.
The show features include Scotland’s leading
interior designers in the Interior Design Showcase, a
self-build/home improvement area, contemporary
craft makers, an art gallery, plus a lively programme
of talks and demonstrations in four different areas of
the show. More than 100 exhibitors will be present
at the show and more information can be found at
www.homesandinteriorsscotland.com/exhibition.
To claim your free ticket worth £10, and to
purchase further advance discount tickets at
£6 please email your details to:
tickets@peeblesmedia.com indicating ‘RIAS
offer’ on the subject line.
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FINANCE

making your
money work
These are difficult times. It is more important than ever to review
your financial situation regularly to make sure you are getting
the best deal, making the most of your annual tax reliefs and
allowances and ensure you make your money work hard for you.
A common mistake is to leave money sitting in bank and building
society accounts which pay very low or negligible rates of interest.
It is important to keep an eye on the interest rates being paid.
With returns from cash deposits at historically low levels, it is still
worth shopping around for the best deal.
Savings
If you are looking for a tax free investment then it is worth noting
that National Savings Fixed Interest Savings Certificates and Index
Linked Savings Certificates are now back on the market.
NS&I Fixed Interest Savings Certificates are lump sum investments
that earn tax free, guaranteed, rates of interest for set terms. The
current issue offers a guaranteed compound rate of 2.25% AER over
five years. The minimum investment is £100 and the maximum
£15,000 per issue. The term is five years. You can cash in early but
no interest is paid if it is cashed in during the first year.
NS&I Index Linked Savings Certificates are lump sum investments
with a guaranteed return linked to inflation so that the value of your
savings is guaranteed to grow ahead of inflation as measured by the
RPI when held for at least a year. The current issue offers an interest
rate of Index Linking plus 0.5%AER. The minimum investment is
£100 and the maximum £15,000 per issue. The investment term
is five years. You can cash in early but there is no index linking or
interest paid if it is cashed in during the first year.
ISAs
It is also worth taking advantage of the increased ISA limits to
generate tax free income and capital gains. The maximum annual
amount which can be invested in an ISA is now £10,680. Up to half
of this can be in a cash ISA and the remainder can be invested in
a Stocks & Shares ISA. At time of writing Santander is offering an
instant access ISA paying 2.81%, provided you leave the money for
a year. The minimum deposit is £1. If you can tie up your money
for 5 years, Clydesdale Bank is offering 4.5% interest on a cash ISA
Fixed Rate Bond, with the minimum deposit being £2000.
A Stocks and Shares ISA should be regarded as a medium to
long term investment and held for at least 3-5 years. A diversified
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portfolio should produce gains in excess of inflation. Although
we have seen considerable stock market volatility in the past few
weeks, it is worth noting that investing regularly in a Stocks and
Shares ISA will enable you to take full advantage of any fluctuations.
No-one can predict the bottom or the top of any market but if you
invest a monthly sum, then if the market falls, the same monthly
investment will purchase a greater number of stocks and shares
and when the markets rise, your investment will grow with it.
Mortgages
It is also important to monitor the interest rate payable on your
mortgage. Re-mortgaging has slumped over the last couple of
years because many borrowers have been better off staying put as
their lender’s standard variable rate (SVR) was lower than the rates
available on new mortgage products. Even though the Bank of
England base rate has remained low, the tide may be turning as many
standard variable rates (SVR) are on the rise and new mortgage rates
have become more competitive as the funding crisis eases.
If you are currently paying your lender’s SVR on your mortgage
and there are no penalties for switching it might be worthwhile
considering re-mortgaging, otherwise you could waste thousands
of pounds in interest. If your mortgage is coming up for review
then don’t just allow it to roll over with the existing provider. Be
pro-active and seek out the best deal.
Current deals on the market include a two year fixed rate of
1.99% (3.7%APR) from HSBC bank, with a maximum Loan to Value
(LTV) of 60% and a £999 fee. Nationwide are offering a 3 year fix at
2.89% (3.8%APR) with a 70% maximum LTV and a fee of £999.
Skipton BS is offering a tracker rate of 1.48% over base for two
years with a maximum LTV of 60% and a fee of £1995 and Chelsea
BS is offering a tracker rate of 1.49% over base until August 2013
with a maximum LTV of 70% and a fee of £1495.
All of the fixed term deals incur early repayment charges.
If you would like advice with regard to investments or
mortgages please phone RIAS PFS on 0141 226 8866.
Frame Broadfoot
RIAS PFS
Tel 0141 226 8866
Email info@riaspfs.com
Web www.riaspfs.com
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CHAPTERS

the kelpies

© andrew scott public art

the rias is a federation of six local chapters.
chapter activity is central to the life of the
incorporation and our services to our members.
these updates illustrate the breadth and
quality of chapter activity.
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Whilst the barbecue summer has never materialised, there
have been a number of significant events in the Chapter. The
refurbishment of Marischal College has been completed and the
sparkle has been restored to one of the largest granite buildings
of its day (only topped by the Escorial Palace in Madrid). Another,
more contemporary landmark is also nearing completion as the
new Library at Aberdeen University takes shape. And the shortlist
for the Union Terrace Gardens competition has been announced.
Meanwhile, the Chapter is getting down to business again and
is making plans for the year ahead. However, before talking about
the coming months, it is worth highlighting some recent events.
The Chapter annually awards a Silver Medal to the student
deemed to be the best in the final year of study at the Robert
Gordon University School of Architecture. Back in June I had the
honour of reviewing the final presentations, along with ASA Past
President Gordon Smith. Following a lengthy evening, we decided
to award this year’s Medal to Kirsti Øygarden for the Russell
Centre, a proposal to convert a former shipyard building into
an Arts Centre. Her project stood out with its clear but striking
presentation. Commendations were also awarded to David Dalton,
for his Seafarers’ Centre, to Alexander Wilson for his high density
housing project, and to Rowan Morrice for his 21st Century
Settlement. Congratulations to all of the winners and to their
fellow students who, as a year, prepared a fine body of work. The
Chapter wishes them well in their future careers.
The students were presented with their awards at the opening
of the School’s Degree Show, when another Past President, Allan
Cumming, did the honours.
It is perhaps appropriate to be praising the quality of the next
generation of young professionals at a time when the RIAS saw
fit to publish a bulletin taking a stance against the apparent trend
for the employment of unpaid interns. A similar stance has been
adopted by the RIBA. Young architects need to be encouraged, not
exploited.
Speaking of awards, it is also time again to launch the Aberdeen
Society of Architects Awards. Buildings completed within the
Chapter area between 1st January 2010 and 31st December 2011
are eligible. As with last year’s inaugural awards, sponsored by
Russwood, there will be a number of categories, and this will again
include the Chapter Award open to all architects practising within
the Chapter area, this award is for any building they have completed
in the qualifying period. There is no geographical restriction.
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marischal college

The closing date for entries will be the 31st December 2011.
Entry forms will be distributed directly to Chapter members,
along with e-bulletins from RIAS. The Chapter has high hopes for
a quality field of entries to follow on from the high standards set
by last year’s contenders. The Awards will again be presented at the
Chapter’s Annual Dinner, which is currently pencilled in for 9th
March 2012. Whilst this is still some way off, please make a note of
the date for your diary.
Chapter Council will continue to support the 57’ 10’’ Lectures
organised by the School of Architecture students and is also
making plans for its own series of local CPD events, where it is
hoped that we can arrange a varied programme which will be of
interest to as many Chapter members as possible. Further details
of this programme will be circulated in the near future.
Murray Restrup FRIAS, President asa
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keith hunter

dundee

Howden Park Centre by Nicoll Russell Studios

New House, Montrose by Brunton Design Studio

Although the Council of the DIA don’t meet over the summer
months (which ones are they again?) members are actively involved
in putting together the DIA awards entries for 2011 and despite
the downturn of the level, quality and numbers are holding up
well. Similarly we are heartened by the continuing support from
sponsors.
Arrangements are well in hand for the awards presentation
dinner on the 17th November.
Willie Watt, immediate Past President of DIA, continues to
work on behalf of the Chapter and the profession in general by
continuing to lobby and chip away at the public procurement issue
with a view to cutting down on the absolute waste of time and
resources for bidding firms in the construction industry. More
power to his elbow.
Our 125 Publication is at the printers and is keenly awaited by
sponsors and members alike.
Next year’s CPD programme is well advanced for over the
winter months. The cost of it being held for the 10th year in a row
at just under £100 for 8 sessions. The first one is the visit to the
new Hillcrest Housing Association HQ in the Technology Park
Dundee. This BREEAM excellent building by Nicoll Russell Studios
has excellent energy credentials as well as having lots of the nice

bits you expect in an NRS building. Visit scheduled for the end of
September.
DIA is providing a neutral devil’s advocate position for the
proposed demolition of the Perth City Concert Hall (Grade B
listed). Some of the Perth members have alternative views to the
creation of a plaza and have produced schemes for discussion.
There may be an alternative to demolition after all... An exhibition
is proposed for the alternative.
Members of DIA were given a behind the scenes tour of the
new Dundee House by Reiach and Hall at the end of last session
and all were impressed at the quality of light and the feeling of
space. Less convinced at the fact that there is not enough desk or
computer space for every member of staff at the same time, but I
am sure that has been thought of! Nice building, lovely place to
hand in planning applications and building warrants.
Fraser Middleton is continuing with his President’s aim of
getting out and about to all parts of the Chapter area in his term
of presidency. So far Perth and Fife have been blessed by the chain
of office.
Rodger Brunton frias, Secretary DIA
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The last quarter has been fairly quiet due to the summer season,
however we have continued to attend meetings of the EUDP and
organise CPD events that attract good attendances. Our Council
currently has members from very different types of practice and,
as a result, meetings usually generate thought-provoking insights
into the many challenges we face as a profession. Council members
are considering challenges including education, regulation, fee
tendering, procurement and the response of other professions to
reduced levels of economic activity from a number of perspectives.
So far, this has involved meetings with the Law Society and RICS.
We are planning to draw these various strands of investigation
together during the autumn.
City of Edinburgh Council Liaison Meeting
EAA Council has regular meetings with the Head of Planning at
CEC. The next meeting, in October 2011, will be an opportunity
to assess how successful the Council’s pilot scheme for selfcertification of householder applications has been. Any issues
members wish to have included for discussion should be sent to
Beth Cumpsty (mail@eaa.org.uk).
Edinburgh Urban Design Panel
EAA continues to provide three panel members for the monthly
meetings of the Edinburgh Urban Design Panel, which reviews
major projects at the pre-application stage.
Schemes reviewed in this quarter include a number of proposed
housing developments and a major city centre mixed use / hotel
development. Issues raised by individual applications, such as
proposed development in the green belt, create the opportunity for
the panel to have an influence on planning policy in the city. The
EAA welcomes the opportunity to continue to shape policy and
positively influence applications in conjunction with fellow panel
members from the Cockburn Association, RTPI, The Landscape
Institute, Heriot-Watt University, University of Edinburgh,
Edinburgh World Heritage Trust and Historic Scotland.
CPD
The CPD 2011 programme continues to include a range of events
which we hope are relevant and useful to members. The end of
September event provided an update on CDM regulations and was
a ‘sell out’. EAA also organised a very interesting visit to the winner
of the Doolan Award 2010, Shettleston Housing Association
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Offices in Glasgow at the beginning of September which was
rescheduled from June. Following Jan Gehl’s brilliant session at
the RIAS Convention this year, we are delighted that he has agreed
to deliver the EAA Annual Lecture, giving those who missed him
in May a chance to hear his insightful analysis of urban space,
based on many years as an academic and practitioner.
Forthcoming events include:
26 October : EAA Annual Lecture – guest speaker Jan Gehl
23 November : Architecture and Film
EAA Library
Council wishes to thank Crichton Wood for his continuing work
digitising parts of the EAA Library with the eventual aim of making
this available for members as an online resource.
Forthcoming Chapter Council Meetings	
Tuesday 11th October 2011
Tuesday 8th November 2011
Tuesday 13th December 2011
More information and other Chapter news is available on the EAA
website www.eaa.org.uk.
Dermot Patterson RIAS, President EAA
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Well, the summer has come and gone and the kids are well settled
back into school, so sighs of relief all-round.
The Education Committee was busy in June judging the
student awards at Glasgow School of Art and Strathclyde. It’s
always uplifting to see the architectural flights of fancy which we
are all permitted in our final year. There was the usual mixed bag
from both schools but the energy and insight shown by all students
always makes the investment of time taken to understand the
individual schemes very rewarding. The awards will be presented
at The House for an Art Lover on the 13th October.
The GIA’s competition to generate ideas for the future
development of the Kilcreggan waterfront concluded with a
Saturday evening event in mid August at Cove Burgh Hall. The
six shortlisted finalists each made a 10-minute presentation. In
a pressured 30-minute recess the judging panel, myself included,
reached a difficult decision on the top three awards.
The evening had all the tension of the X-Factor but without the
singing! It was a really pleasant event for all - the hall was packed
and there was food and drink aplenty. Thanks to the Rosneath
Peninsula West Community Development Trust for their
hospitality and congratulations to Konishi Gaffney Architects for
their inspired winning entry. All credit to the Architecture, People
and Places Committee for organising yet another highly successful
competition - they’ve set the bar very high for their next one.
The new GIA website was launched at the beginning of August
and is fantastic, all thanks to the Communications Committee. I
would urge all who have yet to log on to do so. Future CPD events
are listed and tickets can be booked and paid for online. There are
links to pertinent news items and the facility to make comments all clever stuff to us technophobes!
The GIA award season is looming. The deadline for submissions
was mid September after which a frenzied period of judging will
culminate in the Award Dinner in November. There has been lots
of discussion about options for after-dinner speakers - the Past
President’s vote went to ‘Gary, Tank Commander’ (who?) - so its
likely to be an entertaining event.
Roll on Christmas!

1st. Konishi Gaffeny

2nd. Lucid Architecture

Ian Hamilton FRIAS, President GIA

3rd.Gordon Murray Architects
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VAT
At the IAA Question Time event in the run up to last May’s Scottish Elections,
the impact of VAT on the construction industry was a key topic. Many of the
candidates were persuaded that older properties were an important resource
and that VAT on alterations and extensions was not healthy for either their
maintenance and regeneration or the need to improve their energy performance
to improve the sustainability for the wider environment.
We are pleased that this message is being endorsed at higher levels of
government and that the First Minister is now taking up the matter with those
at the treasury (www.building.co.uk/5023469.article). IAA members, Scott
Donald and Shane Rodgers, first raised this matter with the RIAS in March
2009 at the beginning of the recession and we are pleased that their efforts
appear to be bearing fruit.
Everything takes time, but these things start at grass roots levels and build
momentum slowly.
Procurement
Alex Neil MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure & Capital Investment and
Fergus Ewing MSP engaged in a procurement consultation in Inverness in
September, facilitated by Highland & Islands Enterprise.
The IAA has submitted a briefing paper to the minister identifying the key
issues and making recommendations for improvements that could be made
within the current regulatory framework to address the concerns.
We will report on progress in due course.
IAA trip to Raasay
The IAA September Council took place on Raasay, at the award winning Raasay
Hall, designed by Dualchas. This was an open meeting for all our members in
the Skye and Lochalsh area to participate in IAA business and was followed by
a tour of the building by Mary Arnold-Forster of Dualchas.
November CPD
Plans are underway for our November CPD event.
In a change from our usual format, this event is hosted by Inverness
College and will be video conferenced to locations in Stornoway, Shetland and
Orkney, using the UHI network.
As well as exploring the new opportunities offered by the digital age,
we hope that this will give more of our members, across the IAA area, an
opportunity to participate in the CPD Event, while reducing the cost and time
involved in travel.
Details of the conference programme and speakers will be available shortly,
however we would like invite members wishing to make use of the video
conferencing facilities in Orkney Shetland and the Western Isles to contact us as
early as possible, so that we can confirm numbers and catering requirements.

Calum maclean rias, president iaa
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VAT
Aig tachartas Àm Cheistean an IAA mus do ghabh Taghaidhean na h-Alba àite
sa Chèitean an-uiridh, bha a’ bhuaidh a th’ aig VAT air a’ ghnìomhachas togail
aig cridhe an deasbaid. Chaidh ìmpidh a chur air mòran de na tagraichean gur e
stòras chudromach a th’ ann an togalaichean nas sine, agus nach robh VAT air
leasachaidhean agus leudachaidhean idir fallain airson an dà chuid an cumail
suas agus an ath-nuadhachadh, no air an fheum air leasachadh a dhèanamh
air an coileanadh cumhachd gus feabhas a thoirt air an seasmhachd don
àrainneachd san fharsaingeachd.
Tha sinn toilichte gu bheil an teachdaireachd seo a’ faotainn taic aig
na h-ìrean as àirde den riaghaltas agus gu bheil a’ Chiad Mhinistear a-nis a’
togail air a’ ghnothaich leothasan ann an Roinn an Ionmhais (www.building.
co.uk/5023469.article). Thog buill an IAA, Scott Donald agus Shane Rodgers,
a’ chùis sa chiad dol-a-mach le RIAS sa Mhàrt 2009 aig toiseach a’ chrìonaidh
san eaconamaidh agus tha sinn toilichte gu bheil toradh a’ tighinn às na
h-oidhirpean a rinn iad.
Tha a h-uile nì a’ gabhail ùine, ach bidh na nithean sin a’ tòiseachadh aig
bun na craoibhe aig ìre coimhearsnachd agus a’ fàs mean air mhean.
Solarachadh
Ghabh Ailig MacNèill BPA, Rùnaire Caibineit airson Bun-structar & Seilbh
Calpa agus Fearghas Ewing BPA, pàirt ann an co-chomhairle solarachaidh ann
an Inbhir Nis san t-Sultain, a chuireadh air adhart le Iomairt na Gàidhealtachd
’s nan Eilean.
Tha an IAA air pàipear fiosrachaidh a chur a-steach chun a’ Mhinistear a’
comharrachadh nam prìomh chùisean, agus a’ dèanamh mholaidhean airson
leasachaidhean a dh’fhaodadh a bhith dèante an taobh a-staigh na frèamobrach riaghlaidh làithreach, gus dèiligeadh le cùisean a tha draghail.
Bidh sinn ag aithris air adhartas an ceann sreath.
Turas IAA a Ratharsaigh
Ghabh coinneamh comhairle an IAA àite san t-Sultain ann an Ratharsaigh,
ann an Talla Ratharsaigh a fhuair duais an dèidh a dealbh le Dualchas. B’ e
coinneamh fhosgailte a bha seo do na buill againn uile ann an sgìre an Eilein
Sgìtheanaich is Loch Aillse, gus com-pàirteachadh ann an gnothaich an IAA
agus bha sin air a leantainn le turas mu chuairt an togalaich fo stiùir Màiri
Arnold-Forster bho Dualchas.
CPD na Samhna
Tha planaichean air shiubhal airson ar tachartais Samhna den CPD.
Diofraichte bhon chruth àbhaisteach, tha an tachartas seo air aoigheachd
bho Cholaiste Inbhir Nis agus bidh e air co-labhairt bhideo a dh’àiteachan eile
mar Steòrnabhagh, Sealtainn agus Arcaibh, a’ cleachdadh lìonra OGE.
A thuilleadh air a bhith a’ sgrùdadh chothroman ùra a tha an aois ùr
didseatach a’ tairgsinn, tha sinn an dòchas gun toir seo cothrom do bharrachd
de ar buill tarsainn sgìre IAA, com-pàirteachadh ann an Tachartas CPD, agus
aig an aon àm a’ lùghdachadh na cosgais agus na h-ùine a tha an lùib siubhal.
Bidh mion-fhiosrachadh mu phrògram na co-labhairt agus na h-òraidichean
ri fhaotainn ann an ùine nach bi fada, ach bu mhath leinn cuireadh a thoirt do
bhuill a tha airson feum a thoirt às na goireasan co-labhairt bhideo ann an
Arcaibh, Sealtainn agus na h-Eileanan an Iar, fios a chur thugainn cho luath
’s a ghabhas gus am faigh sinn air àireamhan agus feumalachdan bidhe a
dhaingneachadh.
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CPD Event – 29 September 2011 - Gean House,
Alloa
The Chapter enjoyed an informative and worthwhile autumn CPD
afternoon kindly sponsored by Archetype Services in the fine
Arts and Crafts splendour of Gean House in Alloa. Proceedings
commenced with a networking lunch following which we heard
from a range of speakers including Archetype Services on Practice
Project Management. Tony Webster of NHBC spoke on common
claims & design issues along with legal and insurance experts. Our
headline speaker was the sculptor Andy Scott of Andy Scott Public
Art who gave a fascinating insight into his work and inspiration.
The event concluded with the presentation of the Chapter Building
of the Year Award.
Stirling Society of Architects Building of the
Year Award
At the time of going to print this year’s award, kindly sponsored
by Hadden Construction, had attracted a broad range of entries.
Judging was by Andy MacMillan, Sholto Humpries PRIAS and
myself as Chapter President. Those shortlisted include:
•
•
•
•

Bracewell Stirling Consulting with the new Falkirk stadium
south stand and new build private housing,
Arka Architects with a new housing development and church
conversion,
Turato Architecture with a private house extension,
Lewis & Hickey with the University of Stirling library
refurbishment.

andy scott public art

During the summer months our Chapter Council takes a well
earned break. However there was no rest for the wicked as we
have been busy on our new website, the Chapter awards and our
autumn CPD event preparations.

aria, andy scott public art

showcase their skills through practice profiles and photographs.
Currently the take-up on this has been limited therefore I would
urge members who wish to market themselves more proactively to
the public to contact the Secretary for website access details and
take advantage of this free service. It really is simple to do and
offers practices with no website presence a simple and effective
marketing tool.
Visit www.s-s-a.co.uk for more details.
Final Thoughts
As ever I’m keen to ensure that our Chapter strongly represents
our members both with RIAS and other stakeholders. Therefore if
you have anything you wish to raise, or CPD events that you would
like us to deliver, please do get in touch via our new website or our
Secretary at mgbain@live.co.uk.
Stephen Lynas RIAS, President SSA

Full details of the winning entry will be available in the next
issue of RIAS Quarterly and on our website.
SSA Website
Our Chapter website has been revamped and formally re-launched.
It now provides an excellent facility for our Chapter members to
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chartered architect

callum black

june 2011
21 Planning Reform Scotland Conference / Edinburgh
27 RIBA Awards Presentation & RIAS Fellows Reception /
McManus Galleries, Dundee
july 2011

St andrew’s house
neil baxter

12 Judging - A+DS & RIAS Scottish Student Awards for
Architecture / RIAS HQ, Edinburgh
12 Presentation - A+DS & RIAS Scottish Student Awards for
Architecture / Lighthouse, Glasgow
22 Interview with BBC Radio Scotland on the shortlist for the
Aberdeen Union Terrace Gardens Competition

august 2011
12 Meeting with the Secretary and Gwyneth Hardy of Tern TV /
Aberdeen
16 Meeting with the Secretary and Cabinet Secretary Fiona
Hyslop MSP / Edinburgh
19 RIAS Membership & Awards Committee / Edinburgh
19 Centenary Meeting with the Secretary and David Dunbar
PPRIAS / Edinburgh
31 RIAS PPC / Edinburgh
september 2011
Judging Stirling Chapter Awards
Meeting Stirling Chapter Members / Stirling
RIAS Vice President’s Dinner / Edinburgh
RIAS Business Day / RIAS HQ, Edinburgh
RIAS Silver Medal Design Competition Judging / Edinburgh
RIAS Council / Edinburgh
Meeting Aberdeen Chapter Members / Aberdeen

rias business day
charlene byrne

06
06
09
10
14
14
28

rias silver medal design competition judging
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REPORT ON september 2011 COUNCIL
Council noted the Management Accounts to June 2011 and
the predicting net surplus of £2,509. Favourable variances on
membership subscriptions and the RIAS Quarterly have offset
some adverse variances in bookshop, publishing, consultancy and
the convention.
The Membership Report was noted by Council with 13 deaths,
20 resignations, 10 transfers to Retired, 5 transfers from Retired
to Full membership, 2 re-instatements, 86 elections to Student
Membership, 20 elections to Membership, 9 nominations to
Fellowship and 4 nominations to Honorary Fellowship.
The issue of Conservation Accreditation was reported to
Council who noted the consultations which had taken place with
the RIBA and with English Heritage to confirm their positions on
the status of RIAS Accreditation. Council also approved the reintroduction of 5-yearly monitoring of RIAS accredited architects.
This process will be monitored by Conservation Committee.
On procurement Council noted that the report from the
President’s Commission on Procurement is in preparation and
will be released shortly. The RIAS’s contention that the Scottish
Government’s sPQQ is overly cumbersome has been raised with
the Cabinet Secretary and a formal response is awaited. Members
were extolled to sign up to Practice Convenor, Willie Watt’s,
HM Government Petition, on http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/
petitions/273.
Council noted progress on the new RIAS website, its extension
to include commissions for the Practice/Projects Directory and a
new database. The new system is due to go live within the next
few weeks. The Practice/Projects Directory is due for release in
early October and members will be urged to avail themselves of its
advantages in promoting their practices.
The issue of non-practising membership returned to Council
with a proposal that privileged access be given to academic nonpractitioners. Council debated the proposal and votes were taken
on the invitation to academics and non-practising membership,
both of which were approved.
Council was advised that the President and Secretary had
met with Gwyneth Hardy of Tern Television, the producer of
the Beechgrove Garden, to discuss the opportunity for the
Incorporation to support the Beechgrove’s community projects.
After deliberation Council agreed to the Incorporation supporting
one or two community projects in 2012.
A preliminary proposal is being developed with Buro Happold for
them to act as broker for the Incorporation to seek out international
appointments. Council approved the further development of this

initiative with Buro Happold and the establishment of a viable
protocol for the architectural appointments.
The Scottish Federation of Housing Associations, Glasgow
Housing Association and Shelter are campaigning to persuade the
Scottish Government to invest more money in affordable housing.
Homes for Scotland has also given its support and a proposal was
made to Council for the Incorporation to add its weight to the
campaign and to make social housing a national priority. Council
agreed to support this initiative.
It was reported to Council that RIAS Energy Design
Certification (the Scheme) now has 97 subscribers, of whom 56 are
Approved Certifiers of Design. The final 2011 CPD event to raise
awareness of the certification process takes place in Inverness on
12th October. The Scottish Government has introduced Section 7,
sustainability, and the Scheme continues its interest in expansion
into both Section 6 non-domestic and Section 7 certification.
Council noted progress in the internal refurbishment of 15
Rutland Square and the completion of Phases 1, 2 and 3. Phase 4,
the repainting of the internal stairwell, will commence in October.
Next year’s works will include the basement offices with a possible
future refurbishment of the attic offices. Council approved the
out-turn costs for Phases 2 and 3 and noted the budget of £10,000
for the stairwell.
The ARB Annual Report was noted by Council highlighting
its three strategic aims of protecting consumers, supporting
architects through regulation and delivering the Architects Act
1997. ARB is due to elect its seven architect members early in 2012
and Council agreed to support Gordon Gibb as the RIAS’s official
nominee (and Tom Young as a member nomination – along with
any other members who wish to stand).
A proposal to develop a Young Architect’s Network on the lines
of the surveyors and planners was embraced by Council and it was
agreed that it could have separate representation on Council.
Council endorsed the Incorporation’s position as the
representative of the architectural profession in Scotland while
recognising the usefulness of the Construction Industry Council
(CIC). A formal intimation of this position is to be made to CIC
and to the Scottish Government.
The President, Sholto Humphries, the immediate Past
President, David Dunbar and the Secretary have been invited
to attend the World Architecture Festival in Barcelona in early
November by the Director, Paul Finch.
Council noted the changes to the RIAS Standard Forms of
Appointments.
Jack Hugh FRIAS
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chartered architect // honorary
fellowships

willie watt frias

Clive Gillman is an enthusiastic advocate for contemporary
Scottish architecture. He has served as a judge of architectural
competitions and awards and a public artist, collaborating with
architects and community groups. He recently served as a judge
for the competition to select the architect for the V&A in Dundee.
Clive is Director of Dundee Contemporary Arts (DCA),
Scotland’s largest contemporary arts and media centre. DCA
is now regarded as one of the most successful public access arts
organisations in Scotland with a critically lauded programme and a
deep engagement with both the city and national cultural policy. As
DCA Director, Clive has overseen 25 major exhibitions, a cultural
cinema programme of 2,500 screenings a year, 4 presentations of
the critically lauded Kill Your Timid Notion festival, 5 presentations
of the Discovery International Film Festival for Children and
Young People plus workshops, seminars, conferences and online
projects.
During his 25 year career Clive has been active in many aspects
of contemporary culture, including the development of artists’
access to media resources. He set up MITES (the UK national
media arts technology resource) in Liverpool in 1992. Clive worked
on the development of the FACT Centre building in Liverpool,
a major new arts and media centre for the city. His own work
explores the possibilities of new media technologies in the public
realm (Metroscopes and the Drake Street Observatory) as well as
published game projects (Advent) and interventions in the public
realm (Common Garden).
Clive has been a strong supporter of the Dundee Institute
of Architects, serving as a judge for three years of DIA awards,
facilitating CPD events in DCA, providing his in-depth perspective
of the V&A competition via a highly successful CPD event,
personally providing a tour of DCA as part of the RIAS’s Dundee
Convention, and acting as the lay panellist in the Institute’s
question time event leading up to the 2010 General Election.

daphne thissen
willie watt frias

clive gillman

After completing her Masters degree in History of Art and
Architecture at the Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, Daphne took a
post graduate qualification in Arts Management at the University
of London. From 1999 to 2000 she was Development Director at
the Employment Policy Institute. In 2000 Daphne was appointed
Cultural Attache at the Press and Culture Department of the Royal
Netherlands Embassy. She is currently Deputy Head of the Press
and Culture Department.
Her remit on behalf of the Embassy includes initiating and
developing cultural relations between the UK and the Netherlands,
setting up cultural partnerships, team management, international
policy development, strategy development, international grant
assessment and advice. She acts as an ambassador for Dutch
culture through public presentations and networking. Since 2008
Daphne has combined her work for the Embassy with that of her
own highly successful management and leadership development
firm specialising in soft skills, networking and relationship
management training.
In both 2008 and 2011 Daphne served as our lay assessor
for the RIBA Awards, helping us to deliver excellent results for
Scotland. She has worked to enhance the standing of the Royal
Incorporation with the Dutch Embassy, including organising a
visit to 15 Rutland Square from the Dutch Ambassador and has
also been instrumental in improving our relations with other
international embassies and consulates. In 2010 Daphne brokered
the RIAS’ participation in the ‘Spain Now’ festival at the Building
Centre, particularly the London launch of the Incorporation’s
publication A Life in Cities, the architectural autobiography of the
Anglo-Catalan architect David Mackay.
Daphne Thissen is awarded the Incorporation’s

Clive Gillman is awarded the Incorporation’s

Honorary Fellowship for her contribution to the

Honorary Fellowship for services to the Arts and

Arts in the UK and her continuing support of the

Culture of Scotland.

architecture of Scotland.
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chartered architect // MEMBERSHIP

membership report
The Following Deaths were
Reported with Regret:
George Birnie RIAS (ret’d) Edinburgh
Alan Dale RIAS (ret’d) Stirling
W Douglas Dear RIAS (ret’d) Dundee
Graham Wilson Dickson RIAS (ret’d)
Edinburgh
David Duncan RIAS (ret’d) Glasgow
George R M Kennedy RIAS (ret’d)
Edinburgh
Richard L Martin RIAS (ret’d) Glasgow
Guy Oddie FRIAS (ret’d) Edinburgh
Stanley G Owen FRIAS (ret’d) Outwith
Clara Reimann RIAS (ret’d) Glasgow
Alan W Stuart RIAS (ret’d) Edinburgh
Francis Timpson RIAS (ret’d) Glasgow
Robert Alexander Warren RIAS (ret’d)
Outwith

The Following Resignations
Were Reported:
Alastair Barclay Glasgow
Noel Brolly Edinburgh
Robin Dalzell Glasgow
Andrew Fairbairn Glasgow
James Horne Edinburgh
Ian D Inglis Dundee
Alexandra Kettles Glasgow
Iain Vaughan Levens Edinburgh
Donald Lochrie Glasgow
Craig Fraser Matheson Glasgow
Peter McCallum Edinburgh
Mark McConechy Glasgow
David Milton Dundee
Gavin Murray Glasgow
Adrian Pacitti Edinburgh

Lesley Palmer Glasgow
Stephen Poutney Glasgow
Emma Rose Edinburgh
Sue Thompson Edinburgh
Derek Turner Edinburgh

The Following Transfers to
Retired Membership Were
Approved:
Gordon Benzie RIAS (ret’d) Edinburgh
Lesley Bond RIAS (ret’d) Stirling
Jeremy Brodie-Snodgrass RIAS (ret’d)
Edinburgh
Matthew Bruce RIAS (ret’d) Inverness
John James Cattanach RIAS (ret’d)
Aberdeen
Campbell Crawford RIAS (ret’d) Glasgow
Gordon Fleming RIAS (ret’d) Glasgow
Donald MacKillop RIAS (ret’d) Inverness
Roy Nimmo RIAS (ret’d) Edinburgh
Jamie Troughton RIAS (ret’d) Dundee

The Following Transfers
to Retired fellowship Were
Approved:
Ian M Dunsire FRIAS (ret’d) Dundee
John M Fulton FRIAS (ret’d) Dundee
Graham Roddick FRIAS (ret’d) Glasgow

Council Approved the
Following Reinstatements to
Full Membership:
John C Duncan RIAS RIBA Edinburgh
Charles Allen Duncan RIAS Outwith
Frederick Geddes FRIAS RIBA Inverness
Michael Lowe RIAS Glasgow
Alfred L Myles RIAS RIBA Glasgow
W Charles Strong FRIAS RIBA Glasgow
William C Tait RIAS RIBA Glasgow

Council Approved the
Following Elections to
Student Membership:
Lynn Amabile Glasgow
Georgescu Andrei-Catalin Dundee
Antonia Bamberg Dundee
Andrew Barrington Edinburgh
Alan Brown Inverness
Alex M Brown Glasgow
Laura Handley Buchanan Edinburgh
Catherine Busuttil Edinburgh
Hayley Anne Butter Dundee
Sharon Margaret Chatterton Dundee
Tomas Joel Chavon-Castillo Dundee
Annie L Chin Aberdeen
Alvin Hua Ping Choo Dundee
David Dalton Aberdeen
Colin Davis Dundee
Patrick Davies Dundee
Luca Catello Di Somma Dundee
Micheal Mackay Farquharson Dundee
Karlis Faunromans Dundee
Ralf Furulund Edinburgh
Raminder Kaur Gill Dundee
Joanne Gimenez Glasgow
Zheng Gong Edinburgh
Joanne Graham Dundee
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membership report
Suzanne C Graham Glasgow
Siti Aiman Hanan Dundee
Donal James Hardy Dundee
Matt Healy Glasgow
Louise Mary Heavin Dundee
James Hunt Edinburgh
Michelle Hunt Dundee
Zhichao Hou Dundee
Elizabeth Anna Isaac Dundee
Edgars Janeluns Dundee
John Cameron Je Dundee
Julija Jljina Dundee
Ulker Kasif Dundee
Marianne Keating Glasgow
Harry Kirkham Edinburgh
Mario Andre Kong Edinburgh
Jonathan Lowes Dundee
Alexander MacDonald Dundee
Donna MacDonald Glasgow
Emily Madden Dundee
Robert Mainwaring Edinburgh
Julie Mallams Edinburgh
Craig Mathers Dundee
Alister Matheson Dundee
Kerr Matthews Dundee
Kieran McAdam Dundee
Siobhan McGale Glasgow
Liam McKelvie Dundee
Matthew McKenna Glasgow
Nicola McLachlan Glasgow
Lyndsay I J McMorran Glasgow
Ilinaz Mior Dundee
Slaveya Plamenova Moneva Dundee
Alasdair Morrison Glasgow
Iain Morrison Dundee
Keith Anthony Mullen Glasgow
Fennella Nkansah Dundee
Andrew Northway Dundee
Daniel O’Donnell Edinburgh
Pavel Slavev Pavlov Dundee
Mark Pettie Edinburgh
Aleksandrs Pirozenoks Dundee
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Kirsten Alice Pont Dundee
Lewis Prenty Dundee
Athina Ralli Dundee
Simhika Rao Glasgow
Danielle Reid Dundee
Anthony Richardson Edinburgh
Jenna Louise Sherriff Dundee
Cara Shields Glasgow
Sophie Simpson Dundee
Kimberley Smith Aberdeen
Clair Souliman Dundee
Stelian Ivalinov Stefanov Dundee
Rebecca Thomas Glasgow
Faye Tong Dundee
Charlotte Torck Dundee
Ramena Vasileva Trendafilova Dundee
Marina Vasiliki Vardopoulou Dundee
Finn Wilkie Glasgow
Jamie Wyllie Dundee
Ma Yaonan Dundee

Richard R Taylor RIAS Dundee
Angus James Young RIAS Outwith
Steven Walker RIAS RIBA Aberdeen
Fahmida Joya Zaman RIAS Outwith

Council Approved the
Following Nominations to
Fellowship:
W Stuart Baxter FRIAS RIBA Edinburgh
Andy Bow FRIAS RIBA Outwith
Hamish McDougall Clark FRIAS RIBA
Glasgow
Gokay Deveci FRIAS RIBA Aberdeen
Ian Hamilton FRIAS Glasgow
Alex Kerr FRIAS Edinburgh
Andrew Nicoll FRIAS Dundee
Murray Restrup FRIAS RIBA Aberdeen
Peter Thain FRIAS RIBA Aberdeen

Council Approved the
Following Elections to
Membership:
Richard Barclay RIAS RIBA Glasgow
John Burns RIAS Glasgow
Gerard M Ellis RIAS RIBA Aberdeen
Helen Kelly RIAS Edinburgh
Graham William Martin RIAS Aberdeen
Andrew Stuart Millican RIAS Glasgow
Blair Milne RIAS Aberdeen
Allister McKechnie RIAS Aberdeen
Laura J McLaughlin RIAS Outwith
Jonathan McQuillan RIAS Glasgow
Peter Brian Nugent RIAS RIBA Outwith
Ewan Ogilvie RIAS Dundee
Andrew Parker RIAS Glasgow
Sarah Jane Quinn RIAS Edinburgh
Michael James Roper RIAS Edinburgh
Angela Wight RIAS Glasgow

The RIAS apologises for
the erroneous notice of
Cyril H Fazakerley’s death
in the Membership Report
in the summer issue of RIAS
Quarterly. Unfortunately the
Incorporation had received
incorrect written information.
We are pleased to report
that Mr Fazakerley is alive,
well and living in France. We
are sorry for any upset this
error may have caused to Mr
Fazakerley, his family and
friends.
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OBITUARIES

Arthur Binning
17th February 1937 - 12th July
2010
Born in the shadow of the Wiltshire White
Horse, Arthur Binning attended the local
primary school before moving to Wells
Cathedral School where he was a chorister.
After studies at the R.W.A. School of
Architecture, Bristol, he moved to Scotland
in the early sixties to undertake a postgraduate study of farm buildings.
On returning to Bristol, Arthur worked
for Watkins Gray and specialised in hospital
buildings, including the extension of the
Bristol Royal Infirmary. His new Nurses
Home was hailed as a fine example of
modern architecture. Another large project
was the B.R.I.’s new boiler house, whose
chimney still stands looking over Bristol
today. Other successful projects included
extensive work on Exeter Town Centre,
hospitals, special schools and a prison.
Arthur was appointed Deputy Director
of Architectural Services with Argyll and
Bute District Council in 1976. In the late
1970’s he designed their new headquarters
at Kilmory Castle. The existing HQ was
extended with an innovative low-energy
design, at the time praised as “the second
energy-saving building in the whole of
Europe”. A decade later, Arthur worked
on the award-winning renovation of
Campbeltown Swimming Pool, using an
integrated energy-saving electronic system.
From the mid-eighties, Arthur served as
Chairman of the West of Scotland Energy
Group. Local government reorganisation in
1990 forced him into early retirement.
Arthur’s many hobbies included being
an active member of Bristol Road Cycling
Club, car rallying, exploring of the caves

of the Mendips (participating twice in
successful rescues), photography and
sailing. He is survived by his wife, Rona.
Information kindly contributed by
Arthur’s wife, Rona.
Alan Dale
19th July 1933 – 23rd June 2011

Born in Huddersfield in 1933 and brought
up in Manchester, Alan was educated at
the Royal Technical College Salford before
military service, mainly in Germany. He
trained as an architect with the day release
scheme at the School of Art in Manchester
and at Harry S Fairhurst and Sons in
Manchester. After qualifying in 1965, he
moved to Derek Lovejoy and Partners,
landscape architects and from there to be a
chief architect at Fairclough.
In 1977 Alan joined the Scottish
Development Agency (latterly Scottish
Enterprise). This was the job which gave
him the greatest professional satisfaction
where he felt he was of real use to Scotland.
He was Head of Building Services from
1977, becoming Director of Development in

1984, responsible for commissioning multimillion pound projects.
At the SDA Alan assembled a visionary
team of architects, planners, engineers and
economists and commissioned numerous
imaginative and often daring development
projects, principally in the former heavy
industrial central belt. Through his inspiring
and courageous leadership, new economic
activity and investment were brought into
Scotland. Countless communities benefited
from his efforts to restore confidence and
alleviate the massive problems of industrial
decline. Alan’s standards were exacting and
he never settled for the mundane. In pursuit
of his ambition to create a second Scottish
industrial revolution, he was fearless in
“borrowing” ideas from around the world to
Scotland’s benefit.
Alan’s interests were fishing and
gardening, particularly his vegetable garden.
An elder of the Church of Scotland, he
served on the Artistic Matters Committee
for the Church of Scotland, visiting dozens
of churches to offer advice. He married
Alison in 1965 and had two daughters. He
enjoyed family life, his dogs and cats and the
friends and family who filled the house.
Although Alan Dale was a Yorkshireman
who spent his early life in Manchester his
legacy is a major contribution to his adoptive
Scotland. He was a caring and sociable man
whose work and life were characterised
by humour, dogged determination to get
things done, a deep moral sense and his
fundamental humanity. All those who
worked alongside Alan Dale share a sense
of gratitude, affection and respect.
Alan is survived by his beloved Alison
and his daughters Helen and Caroline.
Information kindly contributed by Alison
Dale and Roger Tym.
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OBITUARIES

Richard Lionel Martin
18th June 1932 - 30th December
2010
Born in Alton, Hampshire, Richard studied
at the Architectural Association from 195257 following his two years National Service
with the Royal Hampshire Regiment. On
leaving the AA, Richard was employed by
the London County Council Architects
Department from 1957-63 and worked on
the Crystal Palace Sport Centre, the Queen
Elizabeth Concert Hall and the Hayward
Gallery.
Richard joined Scott Brownrigg and
Turner in 1963 and spent three years in
Glasgow. In 1986 he formed SBT Advisory
Services doing litigation and arbitration
work. He worked in this capacity until he
retired.
Richard was a long term member of the
Territorial Army Reserve. He continued
his service with the Royal Hampshire from
1957 and was promoted to Captain in 1964,
seconded to the Cameronians in 1964 and
awarded the Territorial Decoration for 25
years service. He became a Freeman of the
City of London in 1978 and a Liveryman
of the Worshipful Company of Arbitrators
in 1981. He is survived by his wife Gillian,
sons Nigel, Richard and David and eight
grandchildren.
Information kindly contributed by
Richard’s wife, Gillian.
Professor Guy Oddie
1st January 1922 – 29th June 2011
Professor Guy Oddie who died on 29th
June 2011 aged 89, studied architecture at
Newcastle University where he also took a
post-graduate Diploma in town planning.
He served for a year under Donald Gibson
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at Coventry before going on to the
Building Research Station. His work there
was much influenced by his long-standing
college friendship with the iconoclast Peter
Smithson.
After a period of teaching at the
Birmingham School of Architecture, Oddie
joined the development group at the
Ministry of Education, inspired by Stirrat
Johnson Marshall. He then joined the staff
of the University Grants Committee and
designed a hall of residence for Reading
University. He subsequently moved to
Paris as a consultant to the OECD as a
Senior Advisor to the schools programme.
He was particularly influential in the Greek
schools programme, innovative in both
the built forms and the use of materials.
The standardisation of materials was a lifelong pre-occupation.
Oddie’s last employment was as the
Robert Adam Professor of Architecture at
the University of Edinburgh. After 14 years
there he took early retirement and took
to writing light verse. He subsequently
wrote a personal memoir which recounted
his long career and a full personal life
which included a loving first marriage to
a woman 20 years his senior and after her
death, an enduring and fun-filled second
marriage to his architect contemporary,
Mabel, becoming step-father of Barbara
Harrison and Margaret Vella. In his later
years he enjoyed living in the Duddingston
house which he designed for himself,
among neighbours from the village who
were also friends. He is survived by his
step-daughter Barbara.

Stanley G Owen
5th July 1918 – 13th July 2011

Stanley Owen was born in Birmingham
in 1918. In 1934 he began his architectural
apprenticeship with T. M. Ashford, Deputy
Director of the Birmingham School of
Architecture. His thesis topic was the
“history of Jerusalem”. After qualifying he
was employed by Coventry City Architect’s
Department.
In 1948 Stanley moved to Scotland
after receiving a position with Fife County
Architects in Cupar. There he specialised
in housing and new schools. In 1954 he
joined Hutchison and Partners Architects
in Kirkcaldy and later accompanied them
on their move to Edinburgh. He became
a junior partner, working on schools,
colleges and hospitals.
In March 1961 he moved to Bearsden
after joining the Epsom firm of Boissevain
and Osmond as the manager of their
Glasgow office. He was with them until his
retirement in July 1983. During this period
he became the Secretary of the Glasgow
Institute of Architects for 10 years. Over
the course of his career he completed 55
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schools and colleges and several hospital
projects. He combined his love of travel
with his work. Architectural tours took
him to Finland, Brazil, the USA, Argentina,
India, Hong Kong and Japan.
Stanley was a member of the
Christadelphian Church and was a
missionary worldwide from 1950-99, with
over 100 visits to 38 countries. To help
him in this work he became fluent in
Norwegian and Esperanto and manned
Bible Exhibitions at many worldwide
conferences.
In his spare time he loved to paint in
watercolours and oils. He became an avid
golfer in his 60’s, his first ever game of golf
being at Gleneagles. His favourite course
was Pebble Beach, California.
Latterly, failing health led to a move
to Bournemouth. He and his wife Dorothy
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary
in March 2011. He is survived by Dorothy,
his son Martin, daughter Meryl and their
respective families.
Information kindly contributed by
Stanley’s daughter Meryl.
Clara Charleson Reimann
(nee Firth)
15th June 1931 – 30th July 2011
Clara Reimann died on 30th July 2011
from a brain haemorrhage. Born in
Stromness, Orkney, she was the second
of three children at the lighthouse station
of Duncansby Head, Kinnaird Head and
Buchan Ness. She studied at the Glasgow
School of Architecture part-time from 1948
to 1951 and completed her full-time studies
in 1954, working with Honeyman Jack and
Robertson from 1954 to 1959.
Thereafter she joined York, Rosenburg

and Mardall in London as an assistant
architect working on school and housing
projects. After marriage in 1966 in Kirkwall
Cathedral she moved with her husband to
Cologne. With her husband she designed
innovative one-off houses to the tightest
of budgets. They also produced production
drawings for four identical comprehensive
schools in Berlin. The schools were systembuilt in pre-cast concrete, their outsized
components being delivered in nightly
motorway transports.
Returning to Scotland in 1978 Clara
worked as Principal Architect at Inverclyde
Council until Jean’s retirement in 1996.
She designed the Duncan Street and
Grieve Road sheltered housing in Greenock
and modernised the Maclean Museum
(carrying out the project drawings in her
private time).
In her retirement, Clara and her
husband completed Jean Welsh’s house
at Innellen to her outline drawings. In
2007 Clara’s last project, for a house in
her birthplace, Stromness, won the Laura
Grimond Award, a bi-annual competition
for a building of true Orcadian character.

At her Stromness graveside the
Minister declared “Clara’s career was
marked by a serious intellectual integrity
and a deep social concern. All her life
she loved literature and music and
inherited the deep devotion to family
which had characterised her parents and
grandparents. Her final homecoming to
Orkney is a return to the land of her family
and many friends.”
Clara leaves her three nephews whom
she brought up after their mother’s death
in 1978, also many relations in Britain
and Germany and very many friends,
including those at the East Neuk Music
Festival, the Pollock House Arts Society
and the National Art Collections Fund.
Clara is survived by her husband, Ernst,
who describes her and the YRM outlook
on architecture as the “motivations of his
life.”
Obituary kindly contributed by Clara’s
husband, Ernst.

Obituaries which are read
out at RIAS Council
are published in RIAS
Quarterly
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CONTACTING RIAS
To contact RIAS call 0131 229 7545 or fax 0131 228 2188. For general enquiries email info@rias.org.uk

senior management
Neil Baxter Secretary & Treasurer
nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of RIAS policy, governance, business planning
and budgets. Overall responsibility for the Incorporation’s membership services,
Consultancy, Practice Services, accreditation schemes, events, publications, outreach,
political liaison, CPD, educational initiatives and awards.
Sharon McCord Depute Secretary
smccord@rias.org.uk
Joined: January 2008. Editor of RIAS Quarterly, production of internal and external
communications, press and public relations, awards and event management and
marketing. Responsible for online strategy and development, e-bulletins, web
content and RIAS bookshop.

Staff
Charlene Byrne Membership & Consultancy Manager
Joined: March 2002. Administration of Membership, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish
Community Projects Fund, Architect in the House, RIBA Awards and the RIAS Clients
Advisory Service.

Carol-Ann Hildersley PA to the Secretary & Treasurer
childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the Secretary’s schedule, organising travel and
accommodation, handling incoming calls, emails, documentation. Administration
and minuting of committee meetings and Council. Research and assistance on
projects.
Maureen Johnstone Finance & Administration Assistant
mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for finance and central services, financial processing
and filing, coordination of internal room bookings and meeting set-ups, assisting
membership, post and mail, management of office recycling.
Marilyn Leishman Receptionist (part-time)
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with incoming calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, bookshop cover.
veronica low commercial manager (part-time)
vlow@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2011. Advertising sales and sponsorship for the RIAS Quarterly. Sale
and distribution of RIAS publications and space rentals in Rutland Square. Also
responsible for sponsorship liaison for RIAS events.
Louise McLeod Finance & Administration Manager
lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible for central services function including finance,
audit, salaries, pensions, member pensions, annual contracts, insurances, personnel,
recruitment, membership, staff management, IT, health & safety, the building.
Maryse Richardson Practice Manager
mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice Services, secretariat for RIAS Practice
committees and production of quarterly Practice Information, legal and contractual
queries, maintaining the RIAS suite of Standard Forms, managing dispute resolution
expert panels, management of conservation and sustainability accreditation.
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Nicky Regan Senior Bookshop Assistant (part-time)
bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: August 2009. Managing RIAS Bookshop, including sales of architectural
appointments, certificates, administrations forms and up-to-date and archived
building contracts. Telephone, website and direct sale to members and the public of
RIAS publications and a wide range of architectural books.
Sonja Rosendahl Communications and Events Assistant
srosendahl@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2009. Event support and administration, website updates, awards
administration, media monitoring, picture research and RIAS Quarterly book reviews
co-ordinator. Responsible for online Directory of Architects, Special Skills Directory
and job ads.
Lorraine Sutherland Senior Receptionist (part-time)
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with incoming calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, general administration duties.
Kirsty Ward Practice Administrator
kward@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2005. Practice Services support, administers conservation and
sustainability accreditation schemes and the RIAS Energy Design Certification
Scheme, coordinates the e-PI bulletin, Practice Services website updates and online
research.
Lily Office Dog (part-time)
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to maintain a stress-free working environment,
occasionally enliven meetings and ensure a focus on the key agenda priorities
(biscuits and sandwiches). Introduces a Zen-like calm by generally wandering about
and sleeping under desks.

ADVISORS
marjorie appleton Advisor to Secretary (Practice)
mappleton@rias.org.uk
Joined September 2010. Advises on Practice Information and matters relating to its
publication, content and delivery. Oversees the reorganisation and development of
information issued to practices.
Jack Hugh frias Special Advisor to the Secretary
jhugh@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 2007. Advises on financial matters, collation and drafting of PPC/
Council papers, preparation of agendas; maintenance of 15 Rutland Square, Head of
Certification and manager of RIAS Energy Design Certification Scheme.
Pat Lally hon frias Political Consultant
c/o childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2008. Liaison with Scottish Government and local authority politicians,
encouraging political participation in CPG and other RIAS events, chairing of RIAS
government committee, external relations with COSLA, STUC and quasi-government
organisations.
Brian Moore Director of Consultancy
bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects and improving procurement in architecture by
ensuring value-based selection procedures in all RIAS Competitions.
John Norman Consultant Accountant
jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget, quarterly accounts, annual statutory accounts for
RIAS charity and RIAS Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger management/supervision,
RIAS/RIBA membership reconciliations, annual audit, payroll issues, other tax and
financial issues, as required.

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
proven fire protection for timber
Arch Timber Protection offers a choice
of proven pressure impregnated
fire retardent treatments that allow
timber to be used safely in new build
projects, for both interior and exterior
applications.

Tel 01977 714 000 advice@archchemicals.com www.archtp.com

glass balustrading
Grille City Aluminium
specialises in the manufacture
and installation of top quality
aluminium balustrades and
extrusions, including the
Juralco range exclusively
imported direct from New
glass balustrade Zealand.
Grille City Aluminium, Perth PH1 3TT Tel: 0800 169 1604 www.grillecity.com

Architectural Translations
Technical translations. Arts,
architecture, construction and civil
engineering. Plans, building contracts,
specifications, M&E layouts, magazine
articles, tenders, international
competitions...We’re here to help. Most
European languages covered.
4 Chesser Avenue, Edinburgh EH14 1TA Tel: 0131 455 7499 Mob: 07543 386 701
info@traduit.co.uk www.traduit.co.uk

malcolm cochrane photography
Malcolm specialises in interior and
exterior photography, 360 degree
panoramas and interactive flash virtual
tours. He has 15 years experience
working for a wide range of clients and
publications all over Scotland.
Tel 0131 466 6799 Mob 07971 835 065
mail@malcolmcochrane.co.uk www.malcolmcochrane.co.uk

david ingram architectural and art services
An artist/ illustrator producing
detailed, handcrafted watercolour
illustrations from plans or
photographs for visualisation,
marketing or planning purposes.

Mob 07745368576 djingram82@yahoo.co.uk www.dingram.net

context interiors
Award winning homeware boutique
offering a unique collection of distinctive
furniture, traditional lighting, mirrors,
ironmongery, classic home accessories,
earthborn ecological paint and
inspirational gift ideas. Online shop now
open or visit us at 79 Morningside Road,
Edinburgh, EH10 4AY.
t/f 0131 447 6384 info@contextinteriors.co.uk www.contextinteriors.co.uk

apostrophe woodcraft
Bespoke superior quality, kitchens,
bedrooms and furniture handcrafted
in the Borders. For a personal service,
countrywide, that includes full design,
planning, manufacturing and installation
contact Douglas on 01835 863 120 or
douglas@apostrophewoodcraft.co.uk.
Unit 4 Riverside Works, Jedburgh TD8 6EE t/f 01835 863 120
www.apostrophewoodcraft.co.uk

Sasha Visuals
Architectural Illustration and Perspectives
From concept illustration to detailed
perspectives - effective images produced
to tight deadlines. Work conducted entirely
online for your convenience. Please visit
my website for the complete view www.
sashavisuals.com.
33 Hollybank Court, 193 London Road, Leicester LE2 1ZF Tel: 0116 274 5844
Mob: 07534 742 097 info@sashavisuals.com www.sashavisuals.com

keith hunter photography
...photographing Scotland’s architecture.
High quality architectural exterior and
interior photography.
Member of Arcaid picture library.
Tel +44 (0) 141 886 4503 Mob +44 (0) 7831 117980
keith@khp.demon.co.uk www.arcaid.co.uk

natty glass
Siobhan Healy is a designer/
maker who works with glass
and metal. Clients include the
RIAS, the Scottish Government
and North Lanarkshire Council.
She also collaborates with artists
and architects to create glass for
architectural settings.
Mob 0790 6543215 (day/eve) mail@nattyglass.co.uk www.nattyglass.co.uk

peace
of
mind

For indemnity cover that offers complete peace of mind,
make RIAS Insurance Services part of your plans.
For further information contact:
Ian McCallum
RIAS Insurance Services
Orchard Brae House
30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh
EH4 2HS
Tel:
0131 311 4292
Fax:
0131 311 4280
Email: ian.mccallum@marsh.com

RIAS
Insurance Services

