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The new V-epps pre-plumbed system.
Engineered with ingenuity.
There are lots of obvious benefits of V-epps, the industry’s first fully precision engineered, pre-plumbed panel system. It’s fast and inexpensive to
install for a start. But the ingenious engineering, well that’s much less apparent; in fact it’s completely hidden from view. High strength linear-bearing
hinges provide smooth movement and allow panels to be positioned at different heights, with no gaps between panels. The innovative dowel-dock
is designed for perfect panel alignment, while the adjustable zinc plated steel tie backs provide a bracing system for easier installation.
Order your brochure on 01474 353333 or visit www.venesta.co.uk

We know washrooms.
®
Engineered Pre-Plumbed System
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Season’s Greetings and a Happy Festival of Architecture 2016

A word for our sponsors

Warm festive greetings to all our readers. We hope you enjoy the wee ‘taster’

Remember our advertisers enable this magazine to

programme for next year’s Festival which accompanies your Quarterly. Please get

happen. If they are suitable please put them on your

involved in your Chapter’s activities and take advantage of architecture being centre

tender lists and try to use their products or services.

stage for the year – it can only benefit the profession and it should be fun!

We need their continuing support!
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®
Engineered Pre-Plumbed System

The secret behind V-epps.
V-epps features 7 ingenious engineering
secrets, including:

Panel ratchets
Panel support ratchets allow panels
to be positioned at 10 different
heights for total flexibility during
maintenance. Panel ratchets are
factory fitted during manufacture to
ensure perfect positioning and
eliminate gaps between panels.
Patent pending

We know washrooms.
Call 01474 353333 www.venesta.co.uk
10-year guarantee
@venestawashroom

We know washrooms.
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From the President
Setting the Stage
It is six years since I addressed the Dundee

agree. But to date the reforms have been so

Institute of Architects’ Awards Dinner as

forensic they are almost invisible.

its President at the outset of the DIA’s

Six years ago we were also concerned

125th anniversary, trying to celebrate whilst

that HUBCo would centralise the

recognising the depths and challenges of the

procurement of contractors and indeed

prolonged recession, we were then entering.

architects. At the time the DIA pointed

Much has changed since but equally much

to research which showed that only 18%

has not.

of work stayed local. DIA members were

Back in 2009 we welcomed the Cabinet

very concerned that this low figure would

Secretary for Finance and Sustainable

be further eroded. Now that HUBCo

Development, John Swinney to attend along

is embedded, the picture is mixed. The

with many of our past Presidents. That was

nationwide system seems to be working with

a very deliberate choice. At the time we

a wider gene pool. There also appears to be

recognised that the architectural profession

all too little local work.

and the wider construction industry needed

Some practices have delivered HUBCo

assistance, equally with the creation of the

projects on site. However too few have been

Scottish Futures Trust and the emergence

given that opportunity. That must change.

of the HUBCo’s that the pace of change in

A key factor in 2009 was the recognition

© Malcolm Cochrane

We will continue to canvas opinion, to

the procurement of buildings and indeed

that procurement specialists did not

capture the views of the Chapters. Our voice

architects was increasing.

recognise architectural profession’s skills.

will be all the stronger because we have done

That is still the case. The problem is

that. Please remember though, that whilst

rise in the public sector whilst public sector

compounded by the dilution of our scope of

trying to influence procurement reform, the

employment for architects, engineers and

service and the cherry picking of our skills

RIAS cannot force the Government’s hand.

surveyors was on the wane. Procurement

set. Architects are no longer guaranteed the

We all have to be patient and put up with the

was becoming ever more complicated, costly

role of contract administrator, planning agent,

rough along with the smooth.

and alien. We were all worried. We needed to

brief maker, or facilitator of so many aspects

engage with the political world in a manner

of our traditional role. We must call a halt,

obsessiveness. We have a lot to celebrate

pertinent to our politicians. Those topics

tell others to get off our lawn but equally we

with the conjunction of the Scottish

were a key focus during that evening and

must step up and seize opportunities. If we

Government’s Year of Innovation,

remain equally important today.

leave empty spaces others will fill them to the

Architecture and Design, The Festival of

profession’s detriment.

Architecture and the RIAS’ Centenary. Next

The procurement profession was on the

The economy is, at last, improving. There
are still too many financial pressures and the

Public sector construction procurement

Enough gloom and procurement

year will be a once in a lifetime opportunity to

recession continues to cast its debilitating

is changing. The RIAS lobbied successfully.

celebrate Scottish Architecture, the role we

shadow. So what is to be done?

The Scottish Government launched the

play in society and our ability to build a better

Crawford Review and subsequently adopted

Scotland.

As a profession we are concerned that
the HUBCo model has skewed the market by

all but one of its recommendations. Those

All of the Chapters, alongside the RIAS’

the pursuit of very wide ranging, essentially

recommendations are currently being

many partner organisations will put on a

open, tenders during the depths of recession.

implemented.

great show across Scotland next year. It is

Thus artificially low fee caps have been set.

Given my interest in procurement reform

a tremendous stage set for the profession.

Furthermore fees were deferred and also

and my earlier dialogue with the review’s

Please join in, stand centre stage and help the

sometimes at risk. The ‘little man’ seemed to

chair, Robin Crawford, I have been asked to sit

profession to deliver 2016 to a resounding

be bankrolling public sector development.

on the Construction Scotland Procurement

ovation. Next year is our opportunity to shine.

The profession is undoubtedly still

Implementation Group. That group is in turn

Let us grab the limelight!

concerned. There has been a little movement

liaising directly with the Scottish Government

regarding staging fees. How we are paid

and the Scottish Futures Trust. That is

in the HUBCo system needs much greater

welcome but we have to be very careful what

reform. Why should we work for so little? It is

we wish for. The proof of the process will

heartening that many in the contracting world

begin to emerge during 2016.

Willie Watt PRIAS
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From Our Archive with Ian Stuart Campbell hon frias
55 years ago
Prospect 20
Winter 1960

Things can improve?

are not, if you still have to clarify your aims
and limit them to achieve objectives, then
your bluff will be called and you will go into

RIAS publications over almost

the wilderness with a bad smell attached to

six decades reveal that architects

the label ‘landscape architecture’.

have long been deeply concerned

agreement on the virtue of your profession.

Don’t be misled by an apparent general

about the rural environment

There is an apparent general agreement on

and the architectural responses

does not necessarily commend either the

the virtue of planning in many ways but this
planning system or the planner to the public.

to ever changing countryside

You should therefore ask yourselves - is

requirements. From older RIAS

your profession really necessary? Are you

extracts it is clear that the

or in the label - the label entitled “landscape

more interested in the thing you are after,

idea of major design awards

architecture” - you may fall into the same

being won by rural buildings

now climbing back out of. You will produce

error as the planner did: the one he is only
codes and standards and regulations and

was once only a wild dream.

This issue was entirely dedicated to the

a system and in doing so you may kill or

Yet that dream, through the

Institute of Landscape Architects Edinburgh

sterilise or vulgarise the thing…

efforts, talent and enthusiasm

Conference 1960. This new profession and

Can I say that the detail of urban

its new professional body, grew out of an

landscaping is crucial? When the person

of several generations of tireless

understanding that “the means available

rehoused from bad urban conditions

for improving our rural surroundings are

becomes used to environmental decency

Scottish architects has become

legislative power, finance and staff”, according

it may be much more possible to leave the

to Roger Miles. Planning of course grew

countryside to itself and know that it is safe

initially from a desire to improve towns. The

because there is this knowledge of what is

contemporary architecture in

countryside was not included until 1932.

decent and an instinctive desire to keep it

Scotland are now sited in remote

examined “Landscape of Motor Roads”;

derelict areas of it. So we get back to how we

and extremely rural locations.

“Construction of Regional Landscapes” and

handle our big rehousing projects and this

“Landscape Pattern of a Scottish Region”.

is where I look to the landscape architects

A very pertinent warning was issued by a

to concentrate on the shorter term - to limit

distinguished planner to avoid making the

themselves in their cosmic preoccupations

same mistakes as planning when setting

and get down to some load-bearing detail

up the new professional body. Prospect’s

work which people can really understand

reporter selected the following extracts

because it is close to them, it affects them

from the contribution of Mr R Grieve, Chief

immediately and which they can like without

Technical Planner of the Department of

being connoisseurs.”

a reality. Examples of the best

The conference among other subjects

Health for Scotland.
“…do you really know what you are
after? Have you limited your aims so as to
strengthen them? Can you produce the goods
when your bluff is called, so to speak? If you

8
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25 years ago

1 year ago

Prospect 42
Winter 1990

RIAS Quarterly Issue 20
Winter 2014
The rest of the day was devoted to the
profession and its search for an ideal Scottish
Rural Architecture. Jan Magnus Fladmark and
George Mulvagh, preparing a publication
based on that very topic, proceeded to
lecture the audience on the importance of
site investigation and analysis and the quality
of the heritage which this generation will
leave behind. An interesting fact emerged,
that architects are responsible for only 5% of

The RIAS Doolan Awards featured

rural buildings.

prominently in the Winter 2014 issue of the

Why were the others not invited to
attend?
Ben Tindall outlined the changing

Quarterly. Most remarkable is the exceptional
quality of rural buildings around Scotland
which have made it onto this prestigious

patronage of the big landowners and the

Design Award shortlist. Buildings from

subsequent shift in priorities. He took us on a

Aberfeldy, John o Groats, Knockando, Isle of

short tour through three highland estates to

Skye and Isle of Tiree all made favourable

illustrate his point and his own approach to

impressions as reported in the 2014 Judges’

new build and renovation in long established

Citations:
“The Cliff House on Skye is almost hidden

Three decades onwards and similar issues

country communities. It’s his conclusion that

are still occupying the thoughts of Scottish

owners and developers must make more

on approach. Only when walking towards

architects who organise a one day conference

suitable land available to allow for good

the cliff edge does the house introduce itself

entitled: “Futures in Rural Living”.

integrated design.

subtly, with the entrance embedded in the

The last speaker was Allistair Alldridge -

landscape. The horizontal texture of the Larch

Futures in Rural Living
Jim Lothian

the President of the Inverness Architecture

and Caithness stone, used for the outer walls

Association, who after a brief history of

of the two volumes, works well as a contrast

On entering the auditorium for the start of

housing on Skye, went on to illustrate how

with the moving grass in this windswept and

the RIAS Conference on “Futures in Rural

he has attempted to develop a timber

stunning landscape. The owners are fully

Living”, optimism was reinforced by a barrage

frame kit house sympathetic to the scale

committed to their bespoke house in this

of rural Scotland in all its moods set to

and proportion of what we accept as Skye

remote location and have already started

evocative Celtic music. Anyone looking for a

vernacular and with a reasonable amount of

to use some of their land for home-grown

cosy discussion of country life was about to

design if not cost effective success.

produce. A flock of hens seems to have fully

be disillusioned.
It struck me as ironic that Chris Claridge

In the foyer I heard more than one of the
less cynical delegates express regret for past

settled in its new location.”
“House No7 on Tiree has an entirely

making a plea for better design, was almost

misdeeds. The case for the countryside, it’s

different setting compared to the Cliff House.

sandwiched between the HIDB and Scottish

way of life and the need for it to absorb and

It is located on grassy, flat land, close to the

Homes, as Government Housing Agency,

meet constantly changing pressures, was well

waterline, with views over Duin Bay. The

between them responsible for some of

put and I think had hit the mark.

site is of a ruined, B Listed, Hebridean Black

the least appropriate building forms in the

House and the characteristic roof shape and

Highlands. We have then to satisfy two

stone walls have been reconstructed and

design criteria. The needs of housing and

now make one of the three volumes that

commerce and aesthetic satisfaction. This

form the building. The other volumes have

was the challenge the conference was putting

a more modern shape, both also inspired by

to architects defining their vital role in rural

the local architecture on Tiree.”

futures.
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above:
Duomo, Cefalù
above:
La Rocca, Cefalù
opposite:
Restaurants, Cefalù
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Ian Stuart Campbell hon frias offers some ‘snaps’, sketches and personal reflections…

Impressions of Cefalù, Sicily
Florence, Verona, Venice and Rome were

harbour. Two similar, but not identical, towers

the Renaissance, stimulating generations

always compulsory destinations on any

frame the Doumo’s entrance and dominate

of Neoclassicism and Greek Revivalism

Grand Tour, yet Sicily’s even greater cultural

the skyline. Yet this Norman cathedral

throughout Georgian and Victorian Britain.

antiquity initially proved less attractive for

provides still greater interest internally.

protestant Northern Europeans as Spanish

Roman and Corinthian columns support Arab

Herculaneum in the mid-18th century

control brought the inquisition to the island.

influenced arches, spanning bright golden

effectively redirected attention from art

mosaics, illuminating the space.

towards science, archeology and volcanoes.

Inigo Jones, followed by Lord Burlington
and Robert Adam toured northern Italian

Narrow medieval streets still connect

The discovery of Pompeii and

Coincidentally recreational travel became

antiquities popularising Palladian and

through irregular ‘squares’, celebrating nodes

restricted by Napoleon’s Italian invasion. By

Classical architecture throughout the UK. But

en route to the Duomo and the harbour.

the time peace was restored, Thomas Cook

later, Scotsman Patrick Brydone’s best-selling

Airy pends open through to the beach and

was offering a radically different and less

journals on Sicily and Malta, together with

waterfront, one still accessing the medieval

‘grand’ touring concept.

Henry Swinburne’s volumes, eventually drew

‘lavatoio’ - open air laundry.

‘Grand Tourists’ further south.

Cafés and restaurants permeate orderly

Late ‘Grand Tourists’ apparently
developed a taste for macaroni, then

facades and lead through to multi-level

unknown in Britain. On their return home,

cultural monuments. Even tiny Cefalù on the

dining platforms stretching out across the

this pasta, like the architecture before it,

north coast, close to Palermo, still displays

rocky foreshore. Twinkling lights and candles

briefly became synonymous with high fashion

ancient origins. Sited defensively atop the

on dark Sicilian evenings transform simple

and style. Thus ‘macaroni’ entered the English

steep ‘Rocco’, ruins of a Saracen Castle and

timber and scaffolding into a glamorous

language as an adjective – with superlatives

Doric Temple of Diana reward the climber.

stage set for this gastronomic theatre. The

‘very macaroni’ – even spawning an informal

Best preserved is a Cyclopian domestic

busy bustle illuminates oversailing “ad hoc”

“Macaroni Club” for London’s highest society.

building, constructed dry, from gigantic

rear elevations where numerous improbable

limestone boulders but with decorative

apartment extensions appear to defy gravity.

Sicily remains extraordinarily rich in

Inevitably “macaroni” became a pejorative
term, implying dandyism or ridicule. Yet, this

Throughout Sicily, architecture is

tiny sliver of Italian food culture remains

lengths of the defensive walls from the fourth

sculptural, playing with light and texture.

ubiquitous throughout the British Isles. In

century BC still surround this high plain,

Development may be organic but is

fact, macaroni now probably provides a more

providing a dynamic profile.

orderly and consistent and long human

recognisable cultural legacy than all the art,

habitation is evident everywhere. For a time

music and architecture. Cosi è la vita!

moldings and carved doorways. Substantial

Cefalù relocated to its present site at
the foot of the rock in 1131 when Sicily’s King

young aristocrats were educated through

Roger II established the present Duomo and

exposure to classical culture, art, music and

Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS
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Impressions of…
All images © Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS

Ancient laundry

Beach

Interior, Duomo

12

Narrow street

Cyclodean remains
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above:
La Collette, Cefalù
below:
Waterfront, Cefalù
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Colour wheel by Johannes Itten, Weimar
© Richard Carr

Letters from Bauhaus 1, 2 + 3
1964 and amazingly, I’m in Weimar, then part

simplified forms without ornamentation that

new building for the Bauhaus, which had

of the German Democratic Republic and in

can also be seen in van der Velde’s studio,

faced opposition because of its international

the years following the First World War, the

where its gable end is defined by a sweeping

(ie, non-German) cast of Masters in Weimar.

capital of a defeated country. I visit Goethe’s

curve.

Even an exhibition in 1923 which featured a

house but fail to see Henri van der Velde’s

A sweeping, curvaceous form can also

low-cost house called the ‘Haus am Horn’

1899 building for the Grand Ducal School of

be seen in the main staircase in the Bauhaus

hadn’t saved the day. Miraculously, however,

Arts & Crafts. But then, this summer, I pay the

building. Here, there is a huge mural, using

because its owners had extended the house

building a visit. It is much bigger than I had

circles and horizontal lines in blue and

in a way that concealed its white walls,

imagined from the photographs I have seen.

red by Joost Schmidt. On the first floor,

steel windows and flat roof, the ‘Haus am

In 1916, in the middle of the First World War,

in a reconstruction of Gropius’ office, the

Horn’ survived the cleansing of the Modern

van der Velde had to leave Germany and

evidence of Gerrit Reitveld’s approach to

Movement by the Nazis. Now, it has been

recommended that Walter Gropius succeed

furniture and lighting design for de Stijl is

restored to its original condition. Its built-in

him as Director of the school. So, in 1919,

obvious. In fact, de Stijl’s leader, Theo van

kitchen and bathroom fittings would not have

Gropius arrives and renames the institution,

Doesburg, wanted to lecture at the Bauhaus.

looked out of place in the 1940s.

the Bauhaus.

Gropius thought him too dogmatic so refused

In a number of ways, van der Velde’s
building echoes Mackintosh’s Glasgow School
of Art, having huge windows facing north

In Dessau, the Bauhaus and the adjoining

entry. Instead, students had to flock to van

technical school designed by Gropius and

Doesburg’s lectures outside the building.

fitted out with furniture, light fittings, door

Then, on to Dessau where, in 1925-6, a

handles and other products designed

that serve the studios and further windows

progressive local government in an industrial

within the Bauhaus, survived the Second

in its mansard roof. There is the bold use of

city offered Gropius a site and funds for a

World War with little damage. The changes

14
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main picture:
The main facade of the Dessau Bauhaus

inset (l-r):
Student Block; Mural in Weimar Bauhaus; Master’s House, Dessau by Gropius

© Richard Carr

© Richard Carr

that were made under Nazi rule, including

its homogeneity helped, especially, by the

selling an enormous range of Bauhaus-

introducing brick into the main façade, have

rule that cars are not to be parked in front

designed products, including chairs by Marcel

been removed so that the building once again

gardens.

Breuer and Mies van der Rohe, textiles by

The Dessau-Torten housing continued

Gunta Stojl and Anni Albers and lamps, coffee

the lecture hall, refectory and kitchen and

the drive for inexpensive workers’ housing

jugs and teapots by Richard Wagenfeld. Berlin

the block of 28 student flats. And of course,

begun by the ‘Haus am Horn’ and costs were

was the third and very brief home where, from

Gropius’ office.

around 3,500 Reichmarks. In contrast, each

1930, the Bauhaus was housed in a telephone

of Gropius’ six Masters’ houses cost 38,000

exchange and directed by Mies van der Rohe.

has a curtain wall of glass. Also restored are

Dessau has other buildings by Gropius,
including the small, semi-circular labour

Reichmarks. These demonstrate the modern

When the Nazis came to power in

exchange where modifications have been

international style on a grand scale with their

1933, one of their first acts was to close the

made that do not affect the basic design, and

white concrete walls, flat roofs and large,

Bauhaus down. But curiously, the archive says

the Dessau-Torten Estate, where 314 terraced

steel-framed windows. Internally, rooms are

nothing about how members of the Bauhaus

workers’ houses were built from 1926-31.

spacious and each house has a large studio.

spent time in England before emigrating to

Measuring from 57-75 square metres, they

There was, however, one house that was

America c1937, nor how the Bauhaus was

come in various forms and sizes, and use pre-

destroyed by a bomb in the Second World

briefly revived in Ulm, Germany in 1953.

cast concrete joists with cinder and pumice

War: Gropius’ own house. Today, it has been

Here, the Hochschule fur Gestaltung (as it

blocks made on site. Each house also has a

resurrected as a piece of sculpture that has

was called) had an equally brief existence. It

kitchen garden, ranging from 350-400 square

blank windows. It is called ‘the blur of history.’

closed in 1968.

metres. Today, many of the houses have been
modified, but the estate still retains much of

In the Bauhaus in Dessau and in the
Bauhaus Archive in Berlin, there are shops

Richard Carr Hon FRIAS
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CPG
Cross-Party Group on Architecture and the Built Environment:

A Manifesto for the Built Environment
The next Scottish Parliamentary election is

of planning in preventative spend. RTPI

Thursday 5th May 2016. At the time of this

has identified seven key areas of the built

meeting there were 30 weeks, 1 day and 12

environment, such as providing quality

hours until polling. The Cross Party Group

homes, a more active role in supporting

took this opportunity to consider several

communities to shape the place where they

questions for our industry:

live and protecting our towns.

•

does the built environment feature in the

raised five areas which require the new

conversations on the doorsteps?

government’s support. These included a

is the built environment included in party

more efficient planning process, support

manifestos?

for community champions, funding for

do these issues change the way people

communities managing assets and built

vote?

environment as part of the national

John Pelan from The Scottish Civic Trust

•
•

curriculum.
Andy Milne said that SURF is a network

There were a series of Pecha Kucha
presentations on the burning issues. Euan

for cross-sector working in regeneration

Leitch of the Built Environment Forum

projects - bringing all the parties together

Scotland would like to see all parties

and addressing poverty and inequality as

acknowledge Our Place in Time, Scotland’s

well as improving individual and community

first ever Historic Environment Strategy. This

wellbeing. Andy said that the Scottish

high level framework sets out a ten year

Government should identify 15 places in

vision.

which to deliver and invest in major, long term

Rebecca Hughes of The Landscape
Institute would like the parties to adopt The

learning.
The following are the key points from the
presentations and discussion:

review of the Community Planning
legislation emphasising the links between
spatial and community planning,

•

regeneration with a focus on transferable

Landscape Charter and appoint a landscape
advisor. She reiterated the power of the

•

commitment to support long term
regeneration and

•

ensuring that long term built environment
policies are consistently applied across
different governments.

external environment in achieving wellbeing
and promoted the role of the landscape

•

architect in enabling the creation of better
places.

•

David McAllister of PAS (Planning Aid

•

supporting the active involvement

the “word ticker” there was no shortage of

of communities by empowering and

lively discussion and early electioneering!
The minutes of the meeting and the

emphasis on inspiring young people,

presentations are available on our website.

appropriate mechanisms for the delivery

cpgarchitecturebuiltenvironment.wordpress.

of quality housing, including taking an

com.

Enhance – encouraging the involvement

active role in initiating, implementing and

of communities and
•

promotion of heritage angels and the use of

information, tools and resources,

Empower – providing access to

•

From the three E’s to the three C’s,

call for a Cabinet Secretary for Places,

educating people with a particular

Scotland) promoted the three “E’s”:
•

the importance of successful places and a

Educate – young people on place

•

funding development,

Eugene Mullan FRIAS

full support and funding for the

Smith Scott Mullan

making, along with their rights and

implementation of the Historic

responsibilities.

Environment Strategy,
•

housing shortage, identifying existing housing

•

or repair their home.
Craig McLaren of the RTPI said that
Government needed to recognise the role

16

legislation to encourage maintenance of
our existing housing stock,

as part of the solution. He called for support
for homeowners wishing to extend, improve

signing and implementation of The
Landscape Charter,

Ian McKee of RICS focussed on Scotland’s

•

support for local communities working
in the built environment reflecting the
importance of these enterprises and the
volunteer work,

Anyone wishing to attend or looking
for more information should contact
Eugene Mullan on 0131 555 1414,
e.mullan@smith-scott-mullan.co.uk
Further details on CPGs in general
can be found by visiting
www.scottish.parliament.uk/msps/
cross-party-groups.aspx

Find additional space where
you never knew it existed.

By releasing space from within the walls, you could be unlocking investment potential for your
clients in commercial real estate.
Kingspan Kooltherm® wall insulation solutions deliver superior thermal performance with a thinner profile
– creating more internal floor area to generate greater rental income. It’s well worth looking into.
Visit our website and discover the real value of space.
www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk/realvalueofspace

Stirling Stove Centre
the partner for architects, builders and property developers

CHP Electricity or Heat ~ Gas or Biomass
Woodburning and multi-fuel stoves ~ Professional fitting
Flues, chimney liners and cowls
Biomass consultancy and installation
CHP consultancy and installation

Visit our showroom to view our stunning range or call 01786 440028.

combined
heat
power

consultancy

design
service

fitting
service

biomass
heating
systems

Stirling Stove Centre

Oban Stove Centre

01786 440028
info@stirlingstovecentre.co.uk

01631 564790
info@obanstovecentre.co.uk
RHI Approved
Equiment
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Arcadia Nursery, Malcolm Fraser Architects
© Angus Bremner

A&DS Exhibitions and Events at The Lighthouse
Architecture and Design Scotland
Level 2, The Lighthouse, Mitchell Lane, Glasgow g1 3nu. Open Mon-Sat 10.30am-5pm, Sun 12pm-5pm

Best Use of Timber Awards Exhibition
2015
14 December 2015 – 31 March 2016
Level 2, The Lighthouse

have learned from the last ten years and

from The Missing Link workshop, drawing out

how we could apply this knowledge to the

student priorities for the future;

next ten. The focus ranged from sustainable

www.easa.scot/missing-link.

As part of the annual RIAS Awards scheme,

from building for wellbeing to engaging

Forestry Commission Scotland and Wood

communities. The debates encompassed

Say Hello to Architecture
Throughout 2016

for Good have combined to sponsor an

a broad range of interests and we hope,

As part of our contribution to the 2016 Year

award aimed at encouraging innovative and

touched the issues most relevant to designing

of Innovation, Architecture and Design and

creative use of timber in new buildings in

places for and with people. The speakers

The Festival of Architecture, Say Hello to

Scotland. The award seeks also to stimulate

from our DECADE series kindly contributed

Architecture consists of three strands: Local

greater appreciation of home grown timber

their thoughts on the topics and we’ve

Events, Best of the Best and Scotland+Venice.

and its potential for use in construction, with

gathered those in our DECADE publication

added consideration given to thoughtful and

- now available to read or download on our

programme will see A&DS provide expertise

appropriate use of different species. Technical

website: www.ads.org.uk/decade.

and resources to support community groups

building to designing greenspace and

Kicking off first the local events

and organisations to develop and run events

competence is of course paramount and the

and activities on the theme of Say Hello to

excellence. There is no restriction on building

The Missing Link
14 January – 9 March 2016
The Noticed Board, Level 2, The
Lighthouse

type or scale of project – from small to

The European Architecture Students

looking to support events ranging from local

large and from domestic to commercial,

Assembly (EASA) was born out of a desire

trails through to pop up exhibitions and

the challenge is to show how suited the

to advance architectural studies in the 1980s,

events. We want to help communities to think

use of timber is to the development of new

it now includes over 50 countries and is a

about their place, respond to it an enjoyable

architecture in Scotland.

unique opportunity to look at the perception,

way and to sow the seeds for ongoing

design and detail of how the timber is used
was as much a part of the assessment criteria
as imagination and overall architectural

Architecture. The events could range from
simple walking tours to exhibitions – activities
that celebrate Scottish architecture. We’re

education and direction of the profession. In

activity. So if you are part of, or know of, a

using wood and shows a range of projects

November 2015 the EASA network convened

community or organisation that would like to

from across Scotland.

in Scotland and undertook The Missing

take part – get in touch with us and Say Hello

Link workshop during INCM (Intermediate

to Architecture!

The exhibition will showcase projects

DECADE – Reflections to Mark 10 years
of Architecture and Design Scotland

National Contact Meeting) Alba 2015. This
exhibition tells the story of Scotland’s

McKendry on 0141 204 7918 or by email:

Throughout 2015 we ran DECADE – a series

contribution to the network and reviews

daniel.mckendry@ads.org.uk.

of ten debates, each focusing on what we

the lectures, workshops and presentations

for more information:
www.ads.org.uk | exhibitions@ads.org.uk | @ArcDesSco

For more information contact Daniel
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A splendid awards evening at the National

The following pages feature articles by

demands of judging and giving particular

Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh,

the four judges, Dame Barbara Kelly Hon

insights into this year’s award. The Doolan

kindly hosted by Dr Gordon Rintoul CBE,

FRIAS, Peter McIlhenny FRIAS, Past President

family, particularly Mrs Margaret Doolan

culminated in the presentation, by Cabinet

of the Inverness Architectural Association,

Hon FRIAS and the Scottish Government,

Secretary, Fiona Hyslop MSP and Mrs

Margaret Richards FRIAS, winner of the 2014

particularly Cabinet Secretary Fiona Hyslop

Margaret Doolan Hon FRIAS, of the RIAS

RIAS Lifetime Achievement Award and RIAS

MSP, are, again, thanked most warmly for

Gold Medal and a cheque for £25,000 to

President, Willie Watt. The architect of West

their continuing, hugely generous, support.

Sutherland Hussey Harris for West Burn

Burn Lane summarises their own project and

Lane, St Andrews. In her address, preceding

the developer, Eastacre Developments, tells

the Award, the Cabinet Secretary reiterated

us about it from the client’s perspective.

the Scottish Government’s strong support of
the Festival of Architecture in 2016.

All of this year’s judges deserve particular
thanks for going well beyond the usual

Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
Secretary and Treasurer
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winner
West Burn Lane, St Andrews
Sutherland Hussey Harris

The Architect’s Perspective
Designing a project under competition

would demand building past the line of the

from differences in light and aspect, due to

conditions often pushes us to question

neighbouring structures. There was also an

their adjacencies around private gardens

and explore ideas further than when

interesting client request to develop urban

at the rear. One house type benefits from a

commissioned directly. Pursuing an idea

spaces similar in character to many intimate,

longer period of sunlight in its garden and

with little external input can result in a clarity,

car-free, public spaces found elsewhere in

so living spaces were placed on the lower

difficult to achieve otherwise. Sometimes it

the Old Town. To achieve this we had to find

floors, opening directly onto a stone terrace.

works, sometimes it doesn’t, especially if the

a solution to conceal as many of the required

The other house type has a roof terrace

place, space, client needs etc. are not fully

parking spaces (20) as possible.

with contiguous open living and kitchen and

researched and understood. The former

We tried to keep built mass to a minimum

benefits from wonderful views towards the
east, through the tree canopy.

was the case with West Burn Lane where we

and proposed detached houses, allowing

strived to achieve an architectural clarity but

glimpses through narrow pends from the

one which responds to the rich physical and

lane to the greenery of the gardens beyond.

something special in terms of amenity,

social context of St Andrews Old Town.

Eight further apartment units were split

whether it was a balcony, terrace, garden,

into three buildings; two containing two

rooflight or capturing specific views. This

that regularly highlighted paradoxes during

maisonettes with independent entry and a

variation all helped in reducing the repetition,

the development of the design. The site is a

stack of four apartments at the southern tip.

scale and mass of the buildings. It also

long narrow rig, protruding, at the southern

Doing this allowed us to move the building

increased the intimacy and character of

end, past the building line of the historical

line eastward, creating a small urban square

the spaces more akin to the neighbouring

stone facades of the university’s Bute Building

around a large mature tree, which hangs over

medieval courtyards than a 21st century

and the Holy Trinity Church Hall. To the

the lane and provide the parking spaces for

speculative housing development. We set

north, along the lane, it compresses between

the apartments.

out to deliver uncompromising modern

This context was complex, with pressures

a complex of small additions to the Bute

For the houses, parking spaces were

Building and the rig walls surrounding the

mostly provided in garages with some placed

adjacent mature gardens.

in the pends between the differing types of

This was the first challenge; we were

accommodation but not uncompromising
urbanism.

houses which cantilever towards the lane to

asked to develop units with a dense mix

maximise on available space. Two different

of townhouses and apartments which

house types were developed and benefit

22

We tried to provide each unit with

Colin Harris
Sutherland Hussey Harris
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winner
West Burn Lane, St Andrews
Sutherland Hussey Harris

The Client’s Perspective
The West Burn Lane project started with

and the various groups through an open

combined with extensive floor to ceiling

an invited architectural design competition,

exhibition and individual meetings reassured

windows, creates a feeling of transparency in

won by Sutherland Hussey Harris in 2012.

most of them of the carefully considered

the dense urban fabric of the town.

The winning scheme was both inspired and

solution created for this difficult site.

commercially sophisticated, addressing the

The development integrates six detached

One of the most onerous aspects of the
brief was the requirement for garaging and

demanding constraints of the brief set out by

townhouses, four maisonettes and four

car parking. The garages are neatly integrated

Eastacre for 14 new homes in a narrow vacant

apartments in a series of nine individual

into the entrance areas of the townhouses,

site in the heart of historic St Andrews.

blocks along the lane. This layout affords

while the car parking area for the maisonettes

glimpsed views across the long rigg gardens

and apartments forms an urban courtyard on

local community groups at the early stages.

of the adjacent houses. The provision of

the lane.

However engagement with the neighbours

private courtyard gardens and balconies,

There was opposition from several
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All images © Keith Hunter

The challenges of integrating a
contemporary solution into a historic context

the uncluttered zinc roofs add a dynamic
undulating roofscape to the design.

The sales appetite for the homes has
been strong and from a diverse, international

The spectacular penthouse on the third

group of buyers. The development has

palette of high quality materials and

floor of the apartment block has panoramic

provided a refreshing alternative to the

respectful massing. One of the key materials

views across the surrounding town and

more traditional offering in the local housing

choices was the pairing of tooled stonework

countryside. The terraces on the top floor of

market. The appeal of modern living in a

on the ground floor walls and the brickwork

the townhouses provide high quality, private

historic setting has proved popular and one

upper walls, which creates an appropriate

external living space. The variety of house

that Eastacre will endeavour to recreate in

tonal quality to the development, respectful

types and layouts helped the financial viability

future projects.

of the adjacent buildings. Only visible from

by providing almost bespoke homes for the

afar, or from neighbouring properties,

differing needs of the market.

have been addressed by the restrained

Mark Wilson
Eastacre Developments
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above:
Arcadia Nursery
© Angus Bremner

right:
Dalmunach Distillery
© Paul Zanre

opposite page:
Theatre Royal
© Andrew Lee

Arcadia Nursery, Edinburgh
Malcolm Fraser Architects

look out to a long garden with mature trees.

It was both interesting and useful to visit

a more challenging natural space, offering

Dalmunoch Distillery, Moray
Archial Norr (Inverness Studio)

this welcoming, vibrant and busy day nursery

a journey along a wooden walkway to a

Dalmunoch was the final stop on our

when children were occupying every corner

meadow and picnic area.

three day tour of Scotland. We were not

Beyond the sheltered area, a gate leads to

We were much impressed by the clever

disappointed. Arriving as the sun went down,

support for children aged from six weeks

design of the building interior incorporating,

we were very much impressed at the scale of

to five years of age, the primary aim of the

as it does, all the demands required, including

the building and its setting on an old distillery

initiative is to encourage self confidence,

space for the children’s belongings, baby

site, close to the River Spey. We were

independence and creativity. Indeed, it was

changing and pram spaces as well as kitchen

intrigued by the successful balance which

clear from the buzz that the children were

and dining areas scaled to suit little people.

had been struck in the design of a modern

all loving the atmosphere and the play

A first floor attic area contained staff office

industrial building which was also memorable

opportunities on offer.

facilities and family rooms. The extensive use

for its strong sense of place. The use of

of the space. Designed to deliver early years

of timber, both structurally and internally,

pitched roofs reinforced that connection

spacious playrooms, one for each age group,

gives the place a warmth which was most

while at the same time delivering space for

opens onto a covered terrace. This responds

welcoming.

the distilling operations. A most effective

The ground floor area, with three

to the recognition that outdoor activity,

All in all it was agreed that Arcadia was an

summer or winter, is today considered

excellent example of current thinking on the

essential. Easily supervised, these areas

delivery of early years support.
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reflecting pond outside the complex made
our arrival even more exciting.
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is to celebrate the magic of opera. The

by a drum containing the offices and staff

Theatre Royal, Glasgow
Page\Park Architects

facilities. The use of recycled timber, both

It was with a real sense of anticipation

auditorium and the contemporary design of

in the entrance and in the interior worked

that we visited the new foyer extension

the new space is very effective.

really well and the decision to install simple

of the Theatre Royal. The Project aims to

industrial walkways, stairways and flooring

create a transformational experience for

terrace will no doubt attract many visitors

emphasised that the building is a working

audiences and encourages wider community

when the weather is fine. In addition the

distillery .The most exciting space, of

engagement by offering a beacon of

foyer has much improved bar and cafe

positively cathedral-like proportions, is the

contemporary light and life in the city centre.

facilities which are open during the day and

massive Still House with eight huge copper

There can be no doubt that those objectives

which will deliver the ‘street to seat’ ethos

pot stills.

have been delivered with the transformation

encouraging new audiences to come and

of the corner site, a much improved entrance,

enjoy theatre and opera.

The impressive main entrance is flanked

This project is undoubtedly an important

juxtaposition of the gilded interior of the

The decision to create an external roof

This is a most significant cultural project

new centre on Speyside for the whisky

the provision of wonderfully enhanced

industry. While at present there are no plans

audience facilities and access to all levels of

generating a major new piece of civic

to open it to visitors, there is no doubt that

the theatre itself.

architecture in Glasgow.

Dalmunoch makes an important contribution

The ‘wow factor’ created by the central

to the landscape, in keeping with its

staircase, dramatically changing in form as it

surrounding environment.

rises through all levels, is most exciting and
fitting in a building whose primary purpose

Dame Barbara Kelly Hon FRIAS
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Urban Innovators

above:
The Shields Centre
© Keith Hunter

The Shields Centre, Glasgow
Anderson Bell + Christie Architects

through its sheer expansiveness. All is laid

This is a building which gives a big, bold

universally understandable language - that of

framework for warmth and care - a slightly

the unspoken ease delivered by good design.

out straightforwardly but importantly, in a

Laurieston Transformational Area,
Glasgow
Elder and Cannon Architects and
Page\Park Architects

standoffish but entirely appropriate hug;

Natural light is persuaded through

delivered by the major arms of the brick

the changing section in a series of simple,

happy to live in this place. The freedom given

enclosure and comparative sumptuousness

clever ways, with the potential conflict to

by clever lines, enclosures, spaces, volumes

of the internal finishes. It makes its own place,

that presented by the need for privacy, used

and the security delivered by the very same

just as it presents a challenge, to a great

instead to bring further levels of delight.

is more than just clever - it knows, it cares

extent, to its surroundings - and seems set to
succeed.

The Shields Centre provides a significant

If I move back to Glasgow, I would be very

and it works. The stark materiality of both

lesson in how to combine the ingredients

sides of the plan - brick and timber, brick and

necessary for care, along with those of the

concrete - along with trusting to form and

its edges, from the subtly inscribed Corten

clinic, to arrive at a set of places that tells each

relief breathes a confidence into the diptych

steel street-side panels to the greater depth

of its occupants that they really do matter.

that serves to make it one.

Happenings cluster around and into

of the community garden that softens and

In a short visit we were able to witness

bolsters the edge to the car park. People

conversations across inboard balconies three

are welcomed to its reception space

storeys up, see the practicality of terraces and

28
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left:
Laurieston Transformational Area
© Andrew Lee

above:
West Burn Lane
© Keith Hunter

by residents with care and understanding and

… and the winner is …

the sets of interlocking apartments is daring,
given the standards of separation now

explorations of how to mingle privacy with
material. As an example of the last, there is

West Burn Lane, St Andrews
Sutherland Hussey Harris

the use of a ‘just-too-narrow’ entranceway to

Our little posse of judges, I think, had this

a ground level private space - denying it as

one down as “interesting” prior to our arrival.

that will convince beyond its own close

part of a viable desire line, thus allowing it to

The inclusions in the judges’ pack were short

context and location. There are other special

be left barrier-free.

on graphics and rather plain and scientific

places around our land - and beyond - that

in the written description. It is, however, a

will resist change. What has been achieved by

masterwork.

a good set of architectural heads - those of

amenity and accessibility through design and

This is all topped through the clear sense
of intent to expand and build upon a set of

required, but seems to have been a burden
welcomed. Go there.
In the meantime, this is a piece of work

From the way the buildings leave the

both the client and Sutherland Hussey Harris

get along but inform and push one another.

ground and come back to touch it, to the

- goes far beyond the piece, the exemplar, to

Concrete is accepted back into an area

resolution up top along the roofs, to the way

offer welcome assistance in a great many of

somewhat hammered by it in the fairly recent

in which one is gently persuaded to move

our towns and villages.

past as a viable giver of figure and spectacle.

inside and, then, to gradually realise the joy

Connections and views extend out to existing

of it as being how apparently slight it all is - is

landmarks.

so very special. The sophistication given by

successes. Two prominent practices don’t just

Peter McIlhenny FRIAS
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Homely Welcomes

Maggie’s Lanarkshire
Reiach and Hall Architects

sound of running water on your left and a

Maggie Keswick Jencks died of cancer in

The building is a route between walls with roof-

hospital where Maggie was invited to sit to

1995. There are now 17 Maggie’s centres, all

lit courts and a view through to an enclosed

compose herself after her terminal diagnosis,

of them special places providing support to

terraced garden at the east end; totally

“We have so many patients waiting dear” was

sufferers and their friends and families. As

welcoming. The central core is a domestic

the only consolation offered. Charles and

Maggie wrote, these centres help people,

seating, eating, meeting space, full of hope

Maggie Jencks have changed the world.

“Kicked in the stomach by a cancer diagnosis

and kindness, a place to relax – with a cuppa

(to) get on with their lives again.”

and make new friends. Elsewhere along the

modest single storey structure on your right.

beautiful, sensitive and wonderful response.
What a contrast to the corridor in the

sides there are intimate private spaces, library

Regency Dormer, Edinburgh
Konishi Gaffney Architects

at Monklands Hospital stands on part of a

information and golden metal light catchers

The project was to extend a small first floor

former garden with a belt of mature lime

reflecting sunlight onto the sitooterie. The

flat into the loft and create a new master

trees, now part of the hospital’s northern car

building opens up scales down as required.

bedroom with lots of storage and a new bath

park area. The building is a self-effacing gem

The large walled garden at the end

The Elizabeth Montgomerie Building

in the en-suite and to create a connecting

of utter simplicity and calm. From outside a

is terraced and generously planted. The

stair, small study and entrance lobby in the

light, creamy perforated brick wall encloses

perforated walls keep you aware of activities

main living level, replacing a child’s bedroom.

a secluded garden with trees growing within

outside. The garden front is fully glazed,

and outside the wall.

everywhere the detailing is a masterpiece of

was the low loft height and the shallow roof

The challenge of inserting a new dormer

You walk down a slope towards the

competence and refinement. This building

pitch. The solution was developed by the

entrance which starts as an open gap in the

embodies all the requirements of Maggie

engineer (Burnt Sienna Structures) who

wall but leads into a courtyard. There is the

Jencks’ original brief in a compassionate,

devised a unique truss wall to keep the roof
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opposite page:
Maggie’s Lanarkshire
© David Grandorge

above:
Regency Dormer
© Alan Craigie

right:
Rosefield
© Matthew Johnson

structure thin. It was then possible to solve

extension and renovation have created a very

you to the large open, plan, living dining

the technical details for the flat roof above

pleasant small, modern, family home.

and kitchen flooded with light from three

the dormer.

The approach from the street confronts

directions including fully glazed sliding doors

you with a carefully amended one and a half

opening to a garden. The garden, enclosed by

resistance from the planning department. The

storey building. There is one large window

stone walls forms a useful outdoor room. The

house is in a conservation area and in a street

at ground floor level with privacy blinds (a

L-shaped kitchen workshop and units define

with the densest concentration of listed

double bedroom) and then you reach an

their function but don’t dominate.

buildings in Portobello. A case was made

entrance door and beyond that some long

for the low profile, long dormer - more than

high-level glazing with boarded walling above

bedrooms and a family bathroom all with

twice as long as normally permitted, because

and finally double gates to a vehicle entrance.

triple-glazed roof lights. The bedrooms also

the dormer is set back up the roof away from

The façade is of red brick with the vertical

have their own, tilt and turn, windows. The

the eaves and has less visual impact than a

larch boarding on the extension. The roof

upper landing has two roof lights above a

standard dormer located in the eaves. The

is slated, the extension with second hand

desk, a small, cheerful work space.

outcome is an elegant picture window that

slates. The repair work is all very neat, simple

has transformed the house.

and cleverly done. You are not immediately

of immediate charm, a model of restraint

aware of the numerous interventions

and practical organisation. The bones of

Rosefield, Edinburgh
A449 Ltd

needed to bring the property up to today’s

the house are lovely, the attention to detail

required residential standards and meet the

immaculate.

This scheme converted a former mews

conservation area requirements.

The bold new attic extension met with

stable which was made into a tiny house
in 1980 with a single bedroom upstairs. Its

Upstairs is a small landing, two double

This is a comfortable modern home

Once inside you are in a small entrance
hall with a cloakroom. A short corridor brings

Margaret Richards FRIAS
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Restoration Pieces

above:
Lamb’s House
left:
Highland Steading

© Murdo McDermid

© Dapple Photography

Highland Steading, Blairgowrie
Marcus Lee/FLACQ and cameronwebster
architects

house proper. Guests arrive into a beautifully

very large house which has been effortlessly

detailed, vast kitchen, the entertainment

crafted into the wider sweep of landscape.

The Steading, if it can be called a (mere)

heart of the Steading. The vistas along the

steading is a study in precision and creates

length of the glen in all direction is afforded

a thoroughly modern country house at the

from the living and dining rooms. ‘Servant’

Lamb's House, Edinburgh
Groves-Raines Architects

heart of a highland estate on the site of a

spaces are wrapped around a grassed quad,

Homes, rather like dogs, are a mirror for

much humbler shooting lodge. From the

formed partially by existing estate buildings.

their owners and indeed builders. Lamb's

winding single track road which traverses the

Beyond the understated entrance lies the

In that respect this house replays the

in precision for an exacting client. It is also a

House, although many centuries old, is

floor of the glen, little of the house is given

concepts fine-tuned by many great houses.

imbued with the spirit of Nicholas Groves-

away. Situated at the end of a short twisting

It undoubtedly raised questions of what is

Raines and Kristin Hannesdottir. Their

driveway through a fringe of forest, the

indeed appropriate in a house of this kind.

infectious guided tour up and down an

house suddenly reveals itself to the arriving

These days it is such a novel building type.

Esher-like layout of original spiral staircases,

guest by means of downplayed and relatively

However the Steading has delivered great

inglenooks, children's snugs, modernist dolls

functional entrance elevation, which no doubt

aplomb, blurring boundaries between served

houses, bedrooms, more bedrooms, a vast

deals with the vagaries of weather, dogs, huge

and servant spaces so that the house can

living room and dining room besides their

quantities of luggage, people, staff and large,

be run both as a formal country house from

architects office, consulate, a parterre garden

off-road vehicles.

which to entertain and also a much more

and a new build three-storey holiday home,

intimate bolt hole. The Steading is a study

says so much about them. It underlines their
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below:
The Mill
© Andrew Lee

spaces, a dining room, library, living room and

with which fresh life has been breathed into

The Mill, Scottish Borders
WT Architecture

this historically important building. Whilst no

The Mill is set within what feels like a secret

bedroom.

one could ever claim that Lamb's House is

glen. The visitor leaves 'civilisation' on a

passion for regeneration and the enthusiasm

kitchen supervised by an eyrie-like master
The Mill’s construction and detailing

'modern' it is by no means less important for

single track road at the brow of a hill and

continue these themes, creating a low

that.

then descends around the hill and the glen

maintenance aesthetic via timber or concrete

beyond. The Mill then greets the visitor,

flooring and internal timber cladding. The

cultural rebirth of Leith. They have brought

jutting out from the hillside, the first of a

house feels as though it can be brought to life

a fine building back from the brink. It offers

grouping of original farm buildings. It is at

at the arrival of a car, the laughter of children,

many important lessons and strikes its own

once an existing building and a thoroughly

the flick of a switch and the addition of a log

path on appropriateness, creativity and

modern new-build, where the new house

on the stove. Although very different from

conservation. Many inappropriate changes

occupies the void in the original and wears its

the Highland Steading, The Mill shares some

have been expunged, yet they have blurred

shell rather like outdoor clothing.

of its mind set, tailored around a much more

The architects have added greatly to the

the line between what is old and what is new.

Clearly The Mill is all about family,

Ultimately Lamb's House is a very likeable

togetherness and warmth. It brings the family

home and a rich multi-use development, the

around a shared hearth from many locations.

essence of which might have been too easily

Its private spaces are therefore surprisingly

lost by a blind pursuit of conservation or

frugal whilst all of its attention is given over

modernism.

to the communal. A series of interpenetrating

domestic setting.

Willie Watt PRIAS
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special mentions

shortlisted

Arcadia Nursery, Edinburgh
Malcom Fraser Architects for The
University of Edinburgh

Dalmunach Distillery, Moray
Archial Norr (Inverness Studio) for Chivas
Brothers (part of Pernod Ricard)

Three playrooms are linked together by a

Elegantly addressing the functional

This rare survivor has been carefully restored

single-storey building, with a large roof light

requirements of a contemporary distillery,

from near dereliction and returned to its

offering views up to the tree canopy. A first

this building also draws upon the rich history

original usage, accommodating a business

floor area contains offices, staff and family

of such buildings.

and a home. Modern floors, ceilings, doors

Angus Bremner

Paul Zanre

Groves-Raines Architects

Lamb’s House, Edinburgh
Groves-Raines Architects Ltd for GrovesRaines Architects

rooms. Each of the playrooms opens out to a
covered terrace.

The use of a series of pitched roofs

and windows were replaced using materials

reflects tradition, while resolving functional

and techniques suitable to a Category A listed

The timber structure provides the

issues. Salvaged materials are elegantly

building.

perfect combination of warm, tactile, child

incorporated within the new entrance.

The essential character of this, now fully

scaled, welcoming interior, whilst also being

restored, historic, 17th-century Leith town

a natural, sustainable material.

house is elegantly restored.

Laurieston Transformational Area,
Glasgow
Page\Park Architects, Elder and Cannon
Architects for New Gorbals Housing Assoc

Highland Steading, Blairgowrie
Marcus Lee/FLACQ and cameronwebster
architects for a private client

Reinterpreting the traditional Glasgow

Commanding long views, the building adapts

This building offers a respite from the clinical

tenement, these blocks, fittingly urban in

an existing steading to create luxurious living

atmosphere and built form of the nearby

scale, provide high quality homes, close to

with service accommodation onto the rear

hospital.

the heart of the city.

courtyard.

These affordable-rent homes, in a layout

A reinterpretation of the historic hunting

David Grandorge

Andrew Lee

Marcus Lee/FLACQ and
cameronwebster architects

Maggie’s Lanarkshire, Airdrie
Reiach and Hall Architects for Maggie’s
Cancer Caring Centres

Visitors enter a quiet arrival court,
defined by low brick walls and two lime trees.

of streets and mews in Laurieston, build on

lodge, the new house utilises the level change

A sense of dignity and calm prevails. External

the urban character of Glasgow, comprising

to create a distinction between the luxurious

courts catch sunlight within sheltered

clearly-defined blocks to reinforce the city

living spaces to the front and the service

“sitooteries.” This modest building gathers a

grid.

accommodation to the rear.

sequence of domestic-scaled, contemplative
spaces.
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shortlisted
Theatre Royal, Glasgow
Page\Park Architects for Scottish Opera

Andrew Lee

Rosefield, Edinburgh
A449 LTD for Format Scotland LTD

Matthew Johnson

Andrew Lee

The Mill, Scottish Borders
WT Architecture for a private client

An old mill in the Borders has been converted

Respecting the utilitarian aesthetic of this

Creating a welcoming entrance foyer and

into a stylish holiday home, retaining much

former stable/coach house, this adaptation

embracing a dramatic, sinuous stair, this new

historic character.

utilises a restrained palette to create a new

structure boldly signposts Scottish Opera’s

Spaces are utilitarian and durable. The

family home. Respecting the building’s

HQ.

timber home slots into the existing structure,

character was a priority with minimal

“Street to seat” was the ethos, with the

rising above the original wall head with a

alterations to the principal elevation.

client wanting to literally “open up” theatre

clerestory from which light spills down. The

Timber cladding distinguishes new elements,

and opera as art forms. By providing a

stepping of the building introduces half levels.

charred for longevity and reflecting the

welcoming entrance, addressing the street

historical use of the site as a coal merchant’s

corner, the theatre experience has been

yard.

“democratised”.

Regency Dormer, Edinburgh
Konishi Gaffney Architects for a private
client

The Shields Centre, Glasgow
Anderson Bell + Christie Architects for
hub West Scotland

Alan Craigie

Keith Hunter

The RIAS Awards for 2016
will be launched in January
with a submission date of
late February 2016.
As ever, our awards will be in tandem

Challenging more traditional approaches,

Combining two medical practices with other

with the RIBA and all entries will be

this low profile dormer window, elegantly

social service provision, this building signals

detailed, transforms the home.

its presence with a brick-classical colonnade

eligible for the Doolan Prize, RIBA

Conservative planning rules and a lack
of headroom were overcome to extend a
first-floor flat into a loft and create a new

onto the street, a bold public presence in an
urban landscape.

category awards and the Stirling Prize in
the usual way.

The design reflects the warm sandstone

bedroom. After long negotiations a long rear

of nearby tenements. Privacy to clinical

However, next year's Awards event

dormer, clad in anthracite zinc by French

rooms behind the colonnade is provided by

(15th June 2016) will be something

artists, was agreed.

intricate Corten steel panels, by artist Alex

special when we will celebrate the RIAS

Hamilton.

Centenary and Awards Dinner at the
Glasgow Hilton.
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Established in 1999, Scope is one of Scotland’s leading bathroom
companies in both the Retail and Contract sectors. Scope is proud
to have provided many of the UK’s finest hotels and best known
housebuilders with quality bathroom specifications.
6000sq.ft Showroom. Please call Derek Miller to discuss any project.

Scope Bathrooms, 40 Colquhoun Avenue, Hillington Estate, Glasgow G52 4BN

in partnership with

Telephone: 0141 882 8282 www.scope-bathrooms.co.uk

SCOTTISH SOCIETY of ARCHITECT-ARTISTS

....still in touch
with your inner artist?

A Vital Art

PAINTING : ANDREW MERRYLEES RSA

CONTACT: CHARINA, 01383 737 450 charinabeswick@hotmail.co.uk

EXHIBITION OF ARTWORKS
BY SCOTTISH AND EUROPEAN ARCHITECT-ARTISTS

MEFFAN GALLERY Forfar.
9 jan-6th Feb 2016
SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB Edinburgh 6Apr-3May’16
RGI KELLY GALLERY Glasgow 19-28 May 2016
STIRLING SMITH Stirling
19 Aug -2 Oct 2016

0141 429 6267 | 07985 070433
Fully insured - All work guaranteed

www.terrafirmagardens.com

Glass Balustrading
Specialists in manufacture and installation
of top quality aluminium balustrade systems
Choice of styles and colours
Also stainless steel balustrades and handrails

Turnbull Aluminium Ltd.
t/a Grille City Aluminium
Unit 3, Inveralmond Trade Park,
Perth PH1 3HB
Tel: 01738 639 429
info@grillecity.com
www.grillecity.com
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(more) What I Did on my Holidays
Our regular autumn articles on architectural tourism are one of our
most popular annual features in the Quarterly. This year, again, there
is a bit of overspill. Hopefully these splendid articles on Chicago,
South Africa and Dubai (where the author actually lives, so not really
a holiday piece) will whet the appetite for visits to come.

above:
Digital faces
inset (top to bottom):
Wrigley Building Bridge
Frank Gehry Concert Hall
Campus Centre
By the River
All photos © Eleanor Magennis
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What I Did on my Holidays
My Kind of Town
I have always wanted to visit Chicago

happened at the worst time of year. Budgets

colourful interior spaces but externally the

and it did not disappoint. The perfect

went over too and blood pressure ran high.

roof encompasses the overhead train track. It

introduction to the city was a river cruise

Although there is nothing left of the fair

is easy to travel around as there are a myriad

where architectural history comes alive, from

buildings some were replicated. Some of the

of excellent transport links like this to choose

Beaux Arts, Chicago School, Art Deco, Post

planning principles fed into the consequent

from.

Modernism to current day. The departure

city plan of 1909 for which Burnham secured

point for the cruise was my favourite

the commission, based on his success at

pause a minute looking at a map or a ticket

panoramic vista of the city encompassing

the fair. He said of the city plan: "Make no

machine they will ask if you need help. So I

Lake Michigan, the river and amazing

little plans: they have no magic to stir men's

also made it to Oak Park where Frank Lloyd

buildings.

blood." These grand plans took time to

Wright started off by asking his boss Louis

implement and were not always seen as the

Sullivan for a loan of money to build a house

which incorporates stones from other

right thing to do, but over generations the city

for him and his new wife! Sullivan agreed

buildings across the world into its neo gothic

persevered.

but only on the condition he did not do any

I particularly liked the Tribune Tower

façade and the beautiful white terracotta,

The large parks are a good example

Chicagoans are so helpful too - if you just

homers. Frank Lloyd Wright didn't manage to

twin towered, Art Deco, Wrigley Building.

of this where the vision was held onto, to

stick to that and the suburb is full of houses

Perpendicular to the river is the Magnifient

become a beautiful resource for local people

he designed when he set up his own practice.

Mile, a boulevard of fabulous shops and

and visitors. Millennium Park is the main

In another suburb near the University of

grand cafes all set off by wide pavements

example of this, not that it was completed

Chicago (Neo-Gothic in part, like Glasgow

embellished with flowers: tulips, hydrangeas,

for 2000. However it is still magnificent with

University and the institution which has

pussy willows and cherry trees when I was

a Frank Gehry outdoor pavilion where there

produced the most Nobel Prize winners)

there.

are free concerts over the summer and space

lies the Robie House, now preserved as a

to bring a picnic. Anish Kapoor's Cloud Gate

museum to Mr Wright.

I had the perfect book accompaniment:

I saw many other fabulous buildings,

The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson. Set

or bean sculpture has become the must have

in Chicago during the World's Columbian

photo spot of Chicago and digital faces of

enjoyed some Chicago blues music and an

Exposition of 1893, every second chapter

local Chicagoans which intermittently spout

‘Untouchables’ tour. Above all I loved the

is about the planning of the fair and its

water from their mouths: kids of all ages

“can do” attitude of Chicagoans and the way

buildings. The other chapters are about

love splashing in the puddles this creates. All

that, despite the difficulties that were thrown

a serial murderer: not my usual read but

this leads to the outstanding Art Institute of

at them over the years, they continue to

Chicago has always had that dark side. One

Chicago guarded by two stone lions which

problem solve, improvise and create: truly

of the workmen who laid out the park told his

also has a Renzo Piano’s extension containing

inspiring! The city is still improving with a

son, Walt Disney, all about it.

a modernist, chic, cafe with great views of the

focus on its river banks and Navy Pier.

I discovered the work of Daniel Burnham
(architect of the Flatiron Building in New

skyscrapers.
River cruise, park, museum and it is only

We had the perfect film to watch on
our last night: Jupiter Ascending, with its

York) who masterminded the fair. Chicago

day one. There were so many great things

spectacular flying scenes over the many

had to fight hard to secure the fair and to

to see, I felt “invigorexhausted” as I heard

bridges of Chicago. We finished on top of the

appease those in the East, used New York

one American say. My husband (a quantity

John Hancock Tower where we had cocktails

architects for the main buildings. Their

surveyor) moaned I had walked him more

earlier that day. Incidentally, the best view

plans were coming on in classical style but

than he does when he takes the Scouts away

from that building is from the ladies toilet!

Burnham felt the engineers had to step up

on camp. Time to try the famous Chicago

and produce something even better than the

Pizza which I discover is more like a deep pan

Eiffel Tower. One of the engineers rose to the

quiche. One pizza could feed a family of four

challenge. His name was Mr Ferris.

for a couple of days.

Some things we never seem to learn

Over the remaining days we ventured out

from. They spent ages deciding which city

into the suburbs to see Mies van der Rohe's

should host and then when Chicago was

perfect architecture building at the Illinois

chosen it was debated at length where

Institute of Technology which is also home

to locate the Fair, to the extent that the

to a wonderful Campus Centre building by

construction period was condensed and

Rem Koolhaas. The latter has some strikingly,

Eleanor Magennis RIAS
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Experimentation in tower aesthetics
has provided some fascinating forms
© William Grime

Living in Dubai
In 1983 my mate Bruce and I climbed out

lucky, well-equipped and sensible, you’ll

more sophisticated than those elsewhere in

of a canyon in Oman’s Jebel Akhdar, and

survive 24 hours. The Bedu have lived there

the Gulf.

discovered a tiny house sitting on a plateau.

for five thousand years.

The occupant, an old man of great animation,

In his youth Sheikh Zayed, the charismatic

Dubai, in comparison, never had much
oil to start with. Instead it hurled itself into

beckoned us into his home and gave us coffee

leader of the Al Nahyan tribe, rulers of Abu

a series of commercial initiatives, using oil

and dates. He had opened up the northern

Dhabi, pondered his race’s astonishing

to provide seed capital. The establishment

wall of his house to frame the spectacular

survival, and decided it was time to put

of the city as a financial hub, a vigorous and

view over a plain, perhaps five thousand feet

his nation on the map. Oil offered them

thriving commercial centre for the world

below us. While we reclined on carpets and

independence. In 1971 the seven tiny

and a burgeoning medical tourism business

cushions he shared the history of his family.

kingdoms amicably dispensed with the

have all been boosted to some degree by the

He was Bedu, one of the nomadic tribes of

protection of Britain and combined to form

outstanding success of their airline, Emirates.

the Arabian interior, who maintain a detailed

the United Arab Emirates, a single nation. Abu

In turn they have fuelled explosive expansion

oral history. As he worked back through the

Dhabi and Dubai took the lead; Sheikh Zayed

of the city into a stunning metropolis on the

generations, he mentioned that one relative

was elected president, with Sheikh Rashid Al

edge of the desert.

had “met your prophet, Jesus Christ…”.

Maktoum of Dubai as his deputy.

The Bedu lived – many still do – in

Abu Dhabi is the largest emirate by some

For some reason, that sparks
astonishingly vitriolic reactions among the

an environment of almost unbelievable

margin and sits on very significant reserves

ignorant. There is an assumption that the

harshness. Foreigners venturing into it are

of oil. They have been both its blessing and

place is inhabited exclusively by mega-rich

counselled to take food and water, mobile

its curse. The cash rolls in whether or not

potentates, with a few downtrodden serfs

phones, leave journey outlines and arrival

Abu Dhabi gets out of bed in the morning,

to service their outrageous lifestyles. There

times with responsible friends and generally

which has lent the place something of an air

are certainly plenty of millionaires about

treat their venture in the way they would if

of somnambulism. However it also allows

the place and for some – not all – their cash

climbing the Cuillins in a winter storm. Get

the city to consider projects at length. Abu

reserves are in inverse proportion to their

stuck out there and you’re in trouble. If you’re

Dhabi’s developments tend to be somewhat

stock of good taste.
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The painted desert at Liwa on the edge
of Empty Quarter – beautiful, but lethal

Many of the wind tower houses evince a strong
contemporary feel in their massing, despite being
well over a hundred years old

Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest building, and against
the odds, a rather beautiful piece of work

Building in Dubai continues apace,
but the public realm is taking time to catch up

© William Grime

© William Grime

© William Grime

mortality rates reduced the average, but

situation, which took a good deal of hard

component of its commercial development,

because not that many people got to be

work to recover from. More prosaically, its

Dubai has chosen to trade on a reputation for

old. The Bedu have survived as race, but

failure to produce a public realm worthy of

glamour and spectacle; something which can

for the individual members of the tribe the

its architecture, with the spaces between

all too easily spill over into tacky excess. The

challenges of everyday life took their toll.

buildings relegated, all too often, to windy

In support of its tourism industry, a major

vast majority of people, though, are simply

Now, some forty five years on, the

corridors of swirling sand or searing concrete,

getting on with their lives. Dubai’s vigorous

nation has a civilised infrastructure. The

undermines its physical development at

self-promotion is not an attempt to parade

population is fit and healthy, life expectancy

every level. It’s now being developed apace,

its wealth; it is rather that, after millennia

is approaching that of the west and child

with some truly world-class work emerging. It

of being overlooked, it simply wants to be

mortality rates likewise. The Emiratis have a

seems that there are no short cuts; mistakes

noticed, to be recognised among the nations

comfortable, safe and secure life. However

and experience are required if one is to learn.

of the world.

over 80% of the population in the Emirate

And what about the towers themselves?

are expatriates - a startling statistic - and they

Why the height and density in a city where

goals. It has a thriving commercial foundation,

too enjoy that security, while funding their

low-grade land is hardly at a premium? To

which has generated all those things to which

children’s education and families’ welfare

fulminate over them as tasteless displays of

any world citizen might feel entitled today,

all over the world. They send money home

wealth is simply to misunderstand. Dubai is

but which they have been denied.

without hindrance or tax. Dubai may be

wealthy but it’s worked for what it has. Oil

brash, but in terms of support for the third

helped start the process, but now accounts

mountain, the little wizened old man we met

world (and indeed the first and second) it is a

for less than 2% of GDP. Think instead of

turned out to be 51 years old. Remarkably he

fount of good things.

Sheikh Zayed’s desire for his race to be

Dubai has already achieved many of its

When Bruce and I clambered up that

still had his eyesight, something which few

This astonishing experiment in cultural

of his peers could boast. Life expectancy

and commercial development hasn’t been

in Oman and the UAE was around 35 years

entirely plain sailing. The financial collapse

at that point, not only because high infant

of 2008 revealed a precarious financial

recognised. Those towers aren’t piles of cash;
they’re pins in a map.

William Grime RIAS
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Building House

I have always liked building things and

skills to feel much more part of the project.

and out) which was a nice mix of water/sand/

wanted to be an architect since a child,

I was also sent the house plans which were

cement/fibre slapped onto the walls. This was

emerging from my growing obsession

very basic – a square, 6x6m plan, divided into

very hard work and by this time I was begging

with Lego. But I have never tried grown up

four rooms.

for my day job, back at the computer.

building. July 2015 changed that as I was

On arrival in South Africa the first few

Day six was the final day of finishing

fortunate enough to have a ‘working holiday’

days involved doing some touristy things:

touches and handover ceremony, which was

to build a house in a township just outside

visiting a lion park (where I managed to pick

very emotional, seeing how much it meant to

Johannesburg, South Africa. I have wanted to

up a Lion and Giraffe requested by my two

the family receiving a new house.

get involved in something like this for a long

kids, much to their disappointment that they

time and have been inspired by organisations

weren’t real); and trips to Freedom square

by a huge refuge dump every day, en route to

such as Rural Studio (USA), Article 25 and

and Soweto (the Hector Pieterson Museum

site, seeing people collect rubbish to sell just

Scotland’s own Orkid Studio. When I found

where we learned a lot about the recent

to make a living; being taught how to render

out about the opportunity through my local

South African history and apartheid.

properly by a seven year old boy, seeing

church in Dundee last year I had a huge urge
to go.

Day one on site was the first time we met

Stand out memories for me were: passing

all the local children and how happy they

the family we were building the house for and

were and the privilege of building a house

saw their existing tin shack house with two

for a family. I had an amazing experience.

from the UK with charity Urban Saints,

rooms, one door and two windows - all for a

It’s something I would love to do again and

consisting of 26 adults and 70 teenagers,

family of four! The concrete base had already

would encourage anyone (architect or not) to

partnering with Amor Housing from the USA.

been poured for us and the building had

get involved in something like this.

A lot of people expected me, as an architect,

been specially designed to enable non-skilled

It was a huge change for me designing

to be automatically great at building but I was

young people to construct it. The plan was to

houses to actually help build one. It was a lot

very quick to remind them of my very limited

build a house from scratch in six days.

of hard work but excellent to be part of an

We were going as part of a large group

DIY skills. I was simply bringing a pair of
hands and a willing heart.
In the months before the trip I was

We kicked things off by forming the

amazing team, especially with all the young

main structure using a clever system of

people who worked so hard. A quote from

prefabricated polystyrene walls wrapped in

Nelson Mandela sums it up:

in regular contact with some of the main

a steel mesh, which we joined together using

organisers and had offered my architectural

wire and tied to rebar, set into the concrete

services if this would help. I was able to assist

base. Holes were cut for windows and

and Apartheid it is man-made and can

with some of the promotional materials and

doors, carefully measuring against the metal

be removed by the actions of human

a 3D model/fly through which helped the UK

frames on site and the metal roof structure

beings.

team understand what they were going out to

went onto slots cut into the polystyrene.

build and allowed me to use my, non-building,

We endured three days of rendering (inside
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“ Poverty is not an accident. Like slavery
”
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Existing House

Soweto

Build Stages
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Hinterland
As NVA announces the first public

As dusk falls to darkness in Cardross,

are now registered as one of the World

access to the St Peter’s Seminary

tucked up the Firth of Clyde in Argyll & Bute,

Monuments Fund’s most endangered cultural

next March, audiences will be invited into

landmarks.
What still takes your breath away is

site, ahead of its full opening as a

Kilmahew’s semi-ancient woodland. Their

venue in 2018, Creative Director

route will bring them to one of Scotland’s

the boldness of the original concept, the

most iconic 20th Century buildings,

sharpness of line and the level of experiment

transformed through a subtle layering of

through which the two young architects

sound and light, marking its rise out of

created their homage to Le Corbusier’s La

ambitious journey to create one

monumental ruination, into a new creative

Tourette, his 1959 priory for the Dominican

of the UK’s most significant new

life.

Order. Yet there is no pastiche; simple motifs
This historic moment allows the wider

Angus Farquhar takes us on the

cultural resources this century.

in the new design. Crucial to the continued

first time, fifty years since the modernist

survival of the main structures, is the quality

masterpiece was built. We are now

of the concrete formwork and shuttering

witnessing the first positive steps towards

which looks as good as it did on the day of

a new purpose, one that accepts and values

construction.

loss and ruination as part of the site’s history,

It has taken NVA eight years to reach

while simultaneously projecting it forward

this first public moment in the resuscitation

as a national centre for public art and a

of St Peter’s. That the scheme is led by an

significant heritage destination.

independent arts organisation is proof that

Hinterland, NVA’s ambitious scheme to
reclaim the future of the world-renowned
building and its surrounding landscape
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become fluid, free and poetically charged

public to enter St Peter’s seminary for the

traditional forms of regeneration sometimes
falter when faced with such complex sites.
A dynamic design team comprising Avanti

represents the last chance to save what is

Architects, ERZ Landscape Architects and

widely recognised as one of the UK’s most

NORD Architecture has been appointed to

important post-war modernist statements.

take capital plans for Hinterland forward,

Designed and built by Andy MacMillan and

adopting a ground-breaking approach to

Isi Metzstein of the renowned Gillespie,

architectural heritage conservation. The

Kidd and Coia, St Peter’s seminary was

scheme combines partial restoration,

completed and consecrated in 1966. Jack

consolidation of the existing ruin and new

Coia subsequently won the Royal Institute

designs for a cafe and public hub. The project

of British Architects (RIBA) Gold Medal for

will create a 600-capacity events space,

architecture in 1969. However, after 30 years

flexible indoor and outdoor teaching and

of decline and arson attacks, the buildings

performance spaces, a permanent exhibition,

RIAS Quarterly Winter 2015

Festival Highlights
Ideal Hut Show
Touring across Scotland, May to September
We’ll take 20 standard model garden
sheds and have them transformed and
customised by leading architects, artists,
designers and celebrities from Scotland
and abroad.
All visualisations: James Johnson

Out of Their Heads: Building Portraits
of Scottish Architects

© NVA

Scottish National Portrait Gallery,
restored woodland paths, a large historic

Zephyr Liddell, Robbie Thomson & Pete Sach.

Edinburgh, 11 June – 25 September

walled garden and visitor facilities. Hinterland

A specially commissioned, recorded, choral

Peer inside the minds of Scotland’s

will be a place where ground-breaking new

soundscape by composer Rory Boyle will be

greatest ever architects, by admiring their

art is produced across multiple platforms and

performed by St Salvator’s Chapel Choir from

portraits and encountering recreations of

the living heritage is used to inspire debate

the University of St Andrews.

their most iconic designs.

and the generation of new knowledge.
Hinterland is the name for both the

It is NVA’s intention to preserve a
raw sense of otherness, excitement and

inaugural event launching the Festival of

revelation. We are setting out to ensure

Architecture and the permanent cultural

that the imaginative re-use of this great, late

resource. The event follows an extensive

modernist, structure reflects the same social

eight month programme of remediation

dynamism and ambition with which it was

work to make the building safe for access

conceived, based around a spirit of working

led by Reigart Contracts. This transition has

progressively to improve what we can and

revealed many stunning architectural details

imagine a better world. It is ironic that in

that have been concealed beneath debris for

some ways the world seems even more

the last 25 years.

uncertain, troubled and riven than a half

Hinterland stands as an open manifesto
for its future use, which will subtly re-animate

century ago. Hinterland is a spark of light.
Hinterland is produced by NVA on behalf

Pop-up World Cities Expo
Mound Square, Edinburgh, 16 June - 16 July
Fourteen cities from across the globe
have been invited to design pavilions to
be located in Mound Square, the very
centre of Edinburgh, in early summer
2016.

Adventures in Space
The Lighthouse, Glasgow, July - September
Journey into the heart of spectacular
science fiction cities created for films such

the degraded skeletal superstructure,

of Kilmahew / St Peter’s Ltd, supported by

highlighting these details with moving

Event Scotland and Creative Scotland as

monochromatic light installations and

the official launch event of the Festival of

projection. As protagonists within a

Architecture, and a highlight event in the Year

monumental sculpture the audience will be

of Innovation, Architecture and Design 2016.

Scotstyle

able to move freely through the seminary’s

Supported by Forestry Commission Scotland,

Across Scotland, throughout 2016

main spaces, encountering the integration of

Reigart Demolition and Argyll & Bute Council.

Celebrating the top 100 buildings from

The creative team, many of whom have
worked together previously on NVA projects
such as Speed of Light and Ghost Peloton,
include designer James Johnson, lighting
director Phil Supple, the NOVAK Collective

Matrix.

1916-2015, chosen by the Scottish public.

polyphonic choral music, textured projection
mapping and shifting light forms.

as Flash Gordon, Blade Runner and The

Hinterland
Near Cardross, Argyll & Bute,
Scotland
18 – 27 March 2016
Tickets on sale at www.hinterland.org

This Scotland-wide tour will showcase
the best of Scotland’s architecture,
both historic and recent, to a very wide
audience. The selection of the 100
buildings was from public nomination,
informed by an expert panel.

on projection and four installation artists
from the 85A art collective - Dav Bernard,

Angus Farquhar
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Glasshouse restoration
© Megan Grierson,
University of Strathclyde Department of Architecture

A key aspect of our fundraising efforts for next year’s Festival is the request to practices
for financial support. A number of practices have already, generously, contributed. These
contributions are entirely voluntary and additional to the very significant effort by architects
the length and breadth of the land to deliver area programmes within the Chapters.
However, some aspects of the Festival do need cash. If your practice can contribute,
it would be a huge help. Please contact Veronica Low, Commercial Manager,
on 0131 229 7545 or veronica.low@rias.org.uk.

Supporting the Festival
Iain Wylie FRIAS
Austin-Smith: Lord LLP

people. We are excited to support the

“ Austin-Smith:Lord, as a practice with

an opportunity for the general public, and

1st Architects, A449 Ltd, ADF Architects,

particularly young people, to understand the

Anderson Anderson, Anderson Bayne

benefits of great architecture.

Architects, Austin-Smith: Lord LLP, Robin

offices throughout the UK, is passionate
about recognising the importance of local
context and place in the buildings and
environments that we create. In Scotland,
we are precisely focussed on designing
buildings which respond to our own
specific geographical location and the
individual socio-economic constraints and
opportunities that we work within. We intend
to support and engage with as many events
as possible during the Festival of Architecture
2016 and to use this unique platform to raise
the debate and awareness on the importance
of architecture in sustaining and shaping
the future of our built environment. The
Festival of Architecture will provide us with
an opportunity to promote Scotland’s rich
architectural heritage, celebrate its current
architectural achievements and look forward

Supporters

Festival of Architecture which will provide

”

Baker Architects, BDP, Bennetts Associates

Rab Bennetts FRIAS
Bennetts Associates

Architects, BMJ Architects, BSP Architects,

“ We are delighted to support and take

Collective Architecture, Graeme Cook
Architecture & Design, Cooper Cromar,

part in the Festival. Bennetts Associates has

Crichton Lang, Willis & Galloway, Neil Dall

always had a strong Scottish dimension to

Architect Ltd, Dualchas Architects, Elder and

our work and we’ve had a studio in Edinburgh

Canon Architects, Neil Ferguson Chartered

for 21 years now. The Festival of Architecture
2016 is a reminder that, putting aside the
pressures of competition and procurement,

Architect, Foster + Partners, GLM Ltd,
Groves-Raines Architects, Arch Henderson

it’s the quality of our output that matters the

LLP, Honeyman Jack & Robertson, Gareth

most.

Hoskins Architects, GPA Humphries Architects,

”

Ingenium Archial, Dallman Johnstone

John Docherty FRIAS
Elder and Cannon Architects

Architects, Keppie Design Ltd., LDN Architects,

“ We are delighted to support next year's

Morgan McDonnell Architecture, Moxon,

Manson Architects, MAST Architects,

to creating an equally confident legacy for

Festival of Architecture. We remember the

William Nimmo & Partners, Oberlanders

the 21st Century on a local, national and

success of Glasgow's Year of Architecture and

Architects LLP, Page Park Architects, Jack

international stage.

Design back in 1999, the buzz and optimism

Powell Architect, Quigley Architects, Reiach

it created in and for architecture among the

& Hall, Ian Rodger Architects, Nicoll Russell

”

John McManus RIAS
BDP

Glasgow public. It acted as a showcase for
what we're proud of and good at. The Festival

Studios, Ryder Architecture, Shauna Cameron
Architect Ltd, Hazel Smith Chartered Architect,

“ As the world’s first interdisciplinary

of Architecture has this same potential on

Stallan-Brand, Stewart Associates, The Voigt

practice, BDP has always recognised and

a nationwide scale. We look forward to the
scale and interest of the events planned, and

Partnership Limited

valued the importance of collaborative
working to create outstanding places for
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the positive message it promotes.

”
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Sir Robert Rowand Anderson - Portrait by John M Aiken
© RIAS

RIAS Crest by John Keppie 1922 (amended)

Party Like it’s 2016!
One hundred years on from its founding, The

of just one man, Scotland might never have

the Charter was awarded to what became

Royal Incorporation has over 4800 members,

spawned its own autonomous professional

the Incorporation of Architects in Scotland

chartered architects, retirees, students and

body for that Wright famously called “the

in 1922. In 1929, when Sir Robert Lorimer

Honorary Fellows. Its historic headquarters

mother art”.

was President, a further Charter granted the

at 15 Rutland Square is a well maintained hub,

In many ways The Royal Incorporation of

epithet Royal and the full title by which the
Incorporation has been known ever since.

well used by members, where the quarterly

Architects in Scotland is Sir Robert Rowand

Council meetings and numerous committees

Anderson’s gift to succeeding generations

and groups gather, from throughout the

of his Scottish architect peers. Previous

Incorporation is looking towards a centenary

Incorporation’s six Chapters, to drive the

attempts to bring all Scottish architects

year which will be marked well beyond the

business of the Incorporation.

together under one banner, in 1840 then

profession itself. The Festival of Architecture

again in the late 1890’s, didn’t gel. In 1916

will be a truly national celebration of the role

governance is federal, shared by the

representatives of five area architectural

and value of architecture to Scottish society.

Chapters. It has a strong voice and enjoys

societies, Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh,

the enthusiastic engagement of many

Glasgow and Inverness (the Stirling Society

enjoyed within the Incorporation itself, the

volunteer members and a highly qualified

of Architects was ultimately founded in 1933)

Centenary Convention will be a bit special

and motivated staff to drive forward its many

were invited, by Sir Robert, to meet up. After

and our Awards bash has been re-designated

initiatives.

a dinner held in his honour, the ‘Institute of

the Centenary and Awards Dinner. Some

Scottish Architects’ was founded with a gift of

special Honorary Fellowships will be

changed since 1916 when the Incorporation

£10,500 from Sir Robert (nearly £1m in today’s

awarded and an ‘Architect of the Century’

came into being. The advent of the Scottish

money). Its first convention was held in 1918,

will be declared. But architecture is a public

Government has given a new focus and

with Sir Robert as its first President.

art, so it seems right that it is in the public

As its name implies, the Incorporation’s

Scotland’s political scene is much

inarguably strengthened the political voice of

When Rowand Anderson died, in 1921, his

Fast forward to 2015 and the

Of course, centenary partying will be

forum, through the medium of our Scotland-

all of Scotland’s professional bodies. Much

most substantial legacy was to the institute

wide Festival, that we will celebrate the

has changed from the earliest days of a

he had founded. One of his two townhouses,

Incorporation’s full on centenary party!

consolidating profession when those across

at 15 Rutland Square (he also owned No. 16)

the UK entitled to call themselves ‘architect’

was gifted, on condition that the organisation

were numbered in the few hundreds. Yet

receive its Royal Charter within a year. The

were it not for the determination and vision

building was refurbished for its new role and

Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
Secretary & Treasurer
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Nine times winner of the Johnstone’s Painter of the Year Award
Johnstone’s Supreme Decorator of the Year Award 2010
WorldSkills Double Gold Medal Winner

NEVIN
of EDINBURGH
DECORATORS OF DISTINCTION
Specialists in Microscopy Paint Analysis
Conservation and Restoration

‘Taymouth Castle, Kenmore’

8 Swanfield, Leith,
Edinburgh EH6 5RX

Nevin of Edinburgh has been providing the highest
standards of skill, customer service and excellence
since 1977. We are a multi-award winning company
and the decorator of choice for organisations such as
The National Galleries of Scotland, Historic Scotland
and The National Trust for Scotland. We can help you
decorate, renovate and transform the interior and
exterior of your property no matter what the size or
difficulty. We pride ourselves on fine attention to
detail and ensuring of your 100% satisfaction.

‘Edinburgh City Chambers’ ‘The Assembly Room’s, Edinburgh’

www.nevinofedinburgh.co.uk
enquiries@nevinofedinburgh.co.uk

tel: 01315541711
fax: 01738623228

light and
ventilation in a
sensitive
way
Introducing

These Conservation Rooflights® were approved to introduce
natural light and ventilation in an oast house in Kent.
Unlike modern copies their low profile and
traditional appearance successfully blend with
the vernacular architecture.
For more conservation case studies,
visit www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
or phone 01993 833108

BOCONCEPT

CONTRACT
we also offer interior solutions
for any business or
public area

Feel at home
Even when
you are not

We want you to make the most out of your space. At BoConcept Contracts
we offer bespoke interior solutions for business – whether that be residential,
office, commercial or public spaces. With our wide selection of high
quality design furniture, lamps, rugs and accessories, our professional and
experienced interior designers are ready to find the perfect solution for your
requirements. We make your guests feel at home – even when they are not.

257 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. 0141 341 4920 (2 minutes from M&S) www.boconcept.co.uk
Harrods Knightsbridge | Bournemouth | Newcastle | Leeds | Manchester | Bristol

SEE OUR 2016 COLLECTION INSTORES
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Chlorophyllous Urbanism
© Marshall Inglis, Marcus Rothnie – ESLA

Students
The variety of student activity continues to impress. The huge effort by Kitty Byrne, Sam Patterson and others for INCM Alba
2015 exemplifies the open international outlook of Scotland’s architecture students. Lucy Cassels’ piece looks at practice in two
European cities. Sometimes, of course, architectural tourism doesn’t need to extend further than Newcastle and there is plenty
to focus on at home as the Byker Wall and Aberdeen articles demonstrate.
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FOR A SPACE THAT REALLY
‘GETS IT’. THE FLOOR IS
YOURS. TALK TO US.
WHEN IT COMES TO IMPROVING
YOUR FACILITY, NOBODY HAS MORE
TO SAY THAN YOU DO. SO OUR FIRST
PRIORITY IS TO LISTEN. BY WORKING
WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY,
NORA WILL HELP YOU TURN YOUR
IDEAL SPACE INTO A REALITY.

Scottish Centre for regenerative medicine,
Edinburgh
The SCRM is the first purpose built research facility in
the UK and the first Scottish laboratory to be awarded
a BREEAM excellent rating. A leading research Centre
based within the Bioquarter of the University of Edinburgh,
the Centre will provide approximately 9000 sqm of world
class research facilities.

Skyscanner Ltd, Edinburgh
Strong expressive colours underline the interior
design concept and encourage a creative exchange
of ideas. Additionally, good spatial acoustics had to
be assured, particularly in an office to be occupied
by 300 employees.

Hampden Park
nora® rubber floor coverings are used world-wide in
traffic and adjacent areas of large sports stadiums
and arenas. Especially norament® floor coverings are
particulary suitable for very heavy traffic surfaces in
stadiums. Even after years of intensive use, almost no
wear marks are visible.

For more information call 01788 513160

nora.com/uk
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Students
City of Aberdeen Medal for Civic Architecture

Renders © Daniel Whitelaw

Our brief for the project was to create a

residents but the whole area. I wanted to

in need of physical help. Either way, I thought

mixed-use building on Victoria Road, the

create a visual link between Torry and the

there would be no benefit in shutting this

main road in Torry. The site was in a great

city centre. This visual link would draw

function of the building away.

location for people travelling south from

more people into the village and hopefully

Aberdeen city centre, lying between two

revitalise the retail on the street and in the

eligible people didn’t want to move into

rows of traditional tenement buildings. The

area. I thought that the best way to do this

sheltered housing because they assumed

building was to include sheltered housing,

was to build tall. I created a ten storey tower

that they would be “downgrading” from their

retail and a police station.

in part of the building with a cultural centre

current environment. I wanted people to be

We started off the project by working in

at the top that could be hired out to groups

more inclined to move into this facility. So I

groups to do research into Torry as a whole.

for events and occasions. This tower would

created a large mix of different types of flats

After talking with many of the locals, we

appear fairly vernacular from the outside, it

to allow for individuals or couples to move

discovered that Torry had once been a fairly

was important to me that it didn’t stand for

in, as well as making them all pleasant spaces

busy area in Aberdeen for its retail, Victoria

itself, but for the whole town.

to be in. On the roof, except in the tower, I

Much of our research had said that many

The rest of the building would curve

created a roof garden, tiered to allow people

the shopping centres and oil boom in the

around a public space in the middle that the

different communal experiences, depending

city meant that the previously prosperous

retail would be arranged around. This created

on how they felt and who they were with.

fishing community could no longer afford to

a place for people to gather once they had

The top tier had larger picnic benches for

stay. Since then the general opinion of Torry

come into the area, as well as breaking the

families and friends, whilst the lower tier was

throughout Aberdeen isn’t a very good one.

current monotony of the street. It would also

slightly more shaded and provided smaller

help the residents in the building. Many of the

benches for people to come and not feel left

controversial, as I decided that my building

people using the sheltered housing facilities

out of larger gatherings.

would be for more than just the locals and

could either be withdrawn from the public or

Road in particular. Only fairly recently have

My approach to the project was quite

Daniel Whitelaw
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Students

Home and Away:
A Year in Practice,
Rotterdam to Edinburgh

My year out in practice proved to be an
exciting and contrasting one, working for
Krill Architecture in Rotterdam and Fletcher
Joseph Associates in Edinburgh. Having
spent the previous semester studying at
the Technical University of Munich as part
of the Erasmus programme, I was keen to
experience architecture, home and away.
The University of Strathclyde promotes
study and work abroad as a means of
broadening architectural development. With
its innovative constructions, energy and
vibrancy, the draw of Rotterdam appealed
strongly. Last September, my journey to
a city steeped in maritime tradition and
culture began. Having been heavily bombed
during the Second World War, Rotterdam is
now a dynamic and ambitious architectural
landscape.
On arrival at Krill Architecture, I was
equipped with a classic Dutch bicycle which
proved to be invaluable, taking me from
my flat to work. On my daily commute, I

54

RIAS Quarterly Winter 2015

opposite:
Market Hall by MVRDV
below:
Cube Houses by Piet Blom

below:
Krill office space
Market Hall by MVRDV

Photos © Cornelius Neckenig

Photos © Cornelius Neckenig

passed under the canopy of Piet Blom’s Cube

placement. This communal setting enabled

My working environment was diverse and

Houses, an iconic and daring city centre

me to socialise with a range of foreign interns,

enriching.

village. My trusty bicycle soon took me to the

over a Dutch lunch prepared by a different

Kunsthal exhibition gallery by Rem Koolhaas,

office each day. I found my architectural skill

forward to starting at Fletcher Joseph

Ben van Berkel’s soaring Erasmus Bridge

set broadening by sharing my knowledge

Associates and seeing what I could bring

connecting the north and south of Rotterdam

of AutoCad with a light designer for a 3D

through my Netherlands experience. My

and Bentham Crouwels’ imposing Central

printing masterclass, learned valuable

main task was to support a competition entry

Station. I was also lucky enough to see the

presentation methods from a graphic

for student accommodation in Edinburgh. I

opening of the new MVRDV Markthal. It is no

designer and discussed model making

greatly appreciated the support of the Part

wonder that Rotterdam was voted European

techniques with a furniture designer.

2 students in the office who were always on

After my time in Rotterdam, I looked

The first project I was assigned to

hand to offer guidance. During my time in the

involved three blocks of flats located in a

practice, I was able to develop my rendering

neglected area of Rotterdam which required

and model making skills. Having a model on

five to ten, according to the requirements

a new portiek or vestibule to improve

public display seemed a fitting end to my

of individual projects, is based in a studio

communal living. Working closely with

Edinburgh experience.

complex in the dockland area. A converted

the client, sensitive design solutions were

former boathouse, the building was

produced which highlighted that the Dutch

to adapt to very different cities and working

renovated by a team from various design

design process often focuses on research into

environments, each with their own style

offices to achieve a ‘creative hub’ with flexible

the impact architectural spaces have on social

and design approach. This has enhanced my

spaces.

interaction in their young, open and tolerant

professional development and will help to

community. This contrasted strongly with my

shape my career and attitude as a practicing

and graphic designers, photographers, artists

involvement in the research project, Proto

architect of the future.

and model makers was the highlight of my

Tamansari, based on Indonesian Desakotas.

City of the Year 2015 by the Academy of
Urbanism!
Krill Architecture, a practice employing

Working alongside industrial, interior

Work, home and away, encouraged me

Lucy Cassels
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Students
A Trip to Byker

All images © Teresa Montero Navarro

My friend and I decided to go on a trip to visit

architectonic piece. On the other hand, my

the Byker Wall by Ralph Erskine. It was built in

friend just wanted to leave because the style

the 70’s and it covers 200 acres. We travelled

of the design reminded him about a poor

which part of the blame is from the Byker

to Newcastle by train from Glasgow on a

period after the war.

Wall? The future of the Byker Wall is still to

week day in summer. Once on the subway we

The repairs are looking good. The

of the two communities, past and present.
As architects, we should ask ourselves

come. It is an attractive complex, close to

found some pictures of the Byker Wall over

potential of the place is extremely noticeable.

the town, but the current renovation can

the train's walls like a eulogy from the city. The

There is a large community living there but

make things change. It is an award winning

complex is being refurbished; somebody is

the previous population of the Byker Wall

develpoment but at the same time failed in its

caring about this listed and awarded building.

was even bigger than now - 17,000 working

mission to society.

Getting off the subway we faced the

class people lived in Victorian terraced

Will the post refurbishment Byker Wall

“Byker Wall” - an imposing brick wall with

houses. This is the crux of the matter! Who

in time become a place for the elite, totally

small openings, colours and patterns from the

lived there then and who lives now. The

unconnected, living in the trendy area of the

70’s. We crossed one of the small passages

design team worked together with the people

city? Does the building work for the purpose

on the wall and the first thing we noticed was

to create a new neighbourhood for them but

it was designed for? Does it work for the

the microclimate created there, thanks to the

only 20% of those residents ended up living

community?

wall and to the difference of scales between

there.

the wall and the small units inside. The big

The previous inhabitants had a life in

It is very interesting to see through time
how a low cost complex can mutate into a

wall, totally oriented to the north and with

common; they were workers with a shared

high level residential area. Different people’s

small windows, gave us a clue about what

life, thoughts and a street. Nowadays the

perspectives, as my friend’s, make a place

was happening inside.

residents miss that time when they all were

different. Only the people who will live there

a family and the streets were safe. The

can create a community. However perhaps it

wall adapts itself to the different situations:

current situation is different and does not

is the time to think about the impact we make

common areas, corners and different housing

allow a community to be brought together.

on society and how we can help turning it

typologies. Altogether, it is talking about the

Proof of that, are the pictures taken by the

into a real, long term success. The trip is over

same, low cost materials and some pre-

photographer, Sirkka-Liisa Konttinen, of the

and we return to, always friendly, Scotland.

manufactured elements, but with primary

people who were living and who live in the

colours to cheer it up. Definitely, it is a rich

Byker Wall now, showcasing the differences

Looking around it is noticeable how the

Theresa Montero Navarro
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INCM Alba 2015
This November, 100 European

Following our successful bid in Berlin 2014,

architecture students descended

myself; Sam Patterson, Ewan Hooper and Rob

scrutinising focus on the profession,

Scott dedicated our spare time to organising

discussing the business of architecture and

the INCM in Scotland which took place

failure of our economics. Quickly followed

between 7th and 15th November this year.

by Fraser Stewart from the New Gorbals

on urban and rural Scotland
for INCM Alba 2015. They took

The first weekend was dedicated to the

Lucy Mori began with an honest and

Housing Association who spoke on the

trickle of arrivals into Glasgow. Out of all the

relationship between client and architect,

students coming, only twenty had been to

having just been awarded the RIAS Client

discussions and presentations

Scotland before. For some it was very hard

of the Year Award 2015. Next we turned to

on the future of the European

to get here. The record should go to Maja

Peter Clegg who challenged us to think about

from Croatia who managed to book five

the building of a community, not just in the

Architecture Students Assembly

connecting flights to land in Glasgow. On the

projects we design but the offices we are part

Sunday we led walking tours in possibly the

of. Then finally, before lunch, David Saxby of

(EASA) organised by three

worst weather seen all year. However, with a

Architecture 00 showed the range of projects

few added pub stops in between wet views

that fit under the title ‘architect’ and how to

of Mackintosh, Thompson and Salmon the

make these economically viable.

part in nine days of debates,

students and one graduate from
the Glasgow School of Art. One

spirits were kept high. We finished the tour

of the four organisers, Kitty

at the South Block where we were hosted by

scramble as two hundred people split into

the GIA.

ten different workshop groups hosted by

Byrne, reflects on the activities of
the event.

On Monday, we began in the Reid

local architects as well as students. They

building at the Glasgow School of Art with

focused on a variety of issues and became

talks from the EASA founder’s Richard

a perfect mixing pot of ideas from both the

Murphy and Geoff Haslam. The pair gave

EASA group and the Scottish schools. The

an informal presentation on the formations

day was rounded up with a public lecture

of EASA in Liverpool 1981. They explained a

from Amica Dall of Turner Prize nominated

deep dissatisfaction they felt for architectural

practice, Assemble, inspiring the group to

education at the time and decided to host

start projects and reflecting on what she has

this assembly with tutors they admired as a

learnt over the last few years.

spin off from the Glasgow Winter School. It

“After listening to the struggles and

was great to see that today EASA remains

successes of those now well-established,

as an alternative education, independently

award winning firms, there seems to be

run by students, for students. The next team

hope for our generation who are yearning

to take the baton as hosts are the Danish

to break away from the norm and do things

who presented their plans for EASA 2017 in

differently” commented Sam Cremona,

Fredirica with a theme: Hospitality, Finding

former organiser of EASA Links, Malta 2015.

the Framework.
On Tuesday, we hosted The Missing Link,

58

Into the afternoon there was a mad

Now it was the time to move from urban
to rural and to travel through storm Abigail

a one day workshop as an opportunity to

into the Highlands. We thought hair of the

engage with Scottish architecture students.

dog would be the best solution for last

All five schools of architecture attended

night’s sore heads, so the trip began with a

the day, we looked at the perception of the

9am tour at Glengoyne distillery, which soon

architect and our changing role in society. The

perked everybody up! Following the windy

morning kicked off with an introduction from

west coast the students saw some classic

Ian Gilzean, who on behalf of The Scottish

scenes such as Loch Lomond, Glencoe and

Government, has supported the event since

Loch Ness and arrived at our Forres shelter,

the bid. Then there were four speakers all

The Loft, early in the evening. The haggis and

tasked to challenge the audience to think

tatties were ready and waiting. Everybody

about architecture in a new light.

tucked in quite happily before being shown
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Students

“

All images © Alexandra Kononchenko

EASA is our family, and
INCM Alba 2015 felt like
our Scottish brothers
and sisters showing
us around their home.
They made us feel
warm despite of the
cold rain.

”

Hugo Cifre

next organiser of INCM – Madrid 2016
how to Ceilidh to the tunes of Stravaig. The
band informed me that in the five years that
they have been playing together, they have
never had any injuries! Until this night – we
walked away with one broken nose and one
broken toe. Luckily still lots of smiles.
Bar an early morning minor injuries
visit, Friday was productive and full of
deep discussions about our network and
our future. Overall there were 60 different
schools represented at the event. Sharing our
experiences, passions and differences is what
makes EASA such a joyful experience.
It was a pleasure to play host to a mix of
inspiring young people and to show them
the hospitality, beauty and architecture of
Scotland. The next event in our calendar is
EASA 2016 in Lithuania. For this two-week
summer assembly there will be construction,
drawing and theoretical workshops to join,
set in the beautiful nature reserve of Nida.

above:
Group photo in the Reid Building
Professor Chris Platt sums up the day
Whisky tour

above:
Learning about the Mac
Questions
Windy Glencoe

Kitty Byrne
INCM Alba 2015 is an event fundraised for
entirely by the organising team. The event
would not have been possible with out the
kind support of our sponsors The Scottish
Government, The Glasgow School of Art,
Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios, Page Park,
Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Architecture
and Design Scotland and many, many more.
www.easa.scot
www.facebook.com/easascotland
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Linked Hybrid, Beijing, China, 2003-2009; a variety of functions in the semi-public bridge loop, connecting eight towers via eight bridges
© Shu He
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School of Art and Art History, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 1999-2006;
a hybrid instrument of weathering steel, 2006
© Andy Ryan

Steven Holl
Robert McCarter
Phaidon Press; £59.95

appropriately to such sensitive settings.

Steven Holl believes emphatically in“…ideas

following on from Kahn and Wright. Certainly

driving a design” but eschews any attempt

the range of work is truly impressive and has

to be labelled a phenomenologist. Instead,

a consistent rigour evident even in the early

design for Maggie’s cancer-care centre at

he aligns himself with Le Corbusier. Holl’s

years. The introduction is peppered with

St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London next to

routine of painting each morning echoes

grainy monochrome photographs from the

James Gibbs’ venerated Great Hall (1738). The

Corb’s approach to architecture as a fine art.

1970’s of the young architect toiling away in

building, conceived as “…a vessel within a

Holl generates a daily stream of watercolour

his garret studio, working part-time in William

vessel within a vessel”, is currently on site but

sketches and consigns this outpouring to a

Stout’s architecture bookshop and chairing

sadly doesn’t feature in this publication. The

succession of identical 5”x7” sketchbooks

crits with a fresh-faced Rem Koolhaas.

Maggie’s commission surely confirms Holl’s

which are lovingly placed on a high shelf (an
altar?) in his office in New York.

Scotland boasts Holl’s only major UK built
work, to date. However his appointment to

Holl adopts the same strategy in his

international standing.
This substantial monograph

design an extension to Glasgow’s much-loved

demonstrates Phaidon’s usual flair for high

identifiable drawings become a vehicle for

School of Art still rankles with many who

production values. The book extends to 288

him to explore ideas and test propositions.

entered the original competition. Despite

pages, encompasses 40 years’ work and

It appears that every commission undergoes

some misgivings, the completed building

documents some 53 projects sited across

this forensic distillation process – Holl seems

appears to have been enthusiastically

the globe. Admittedly it is not an Oeuvre

able to compress even the most complex

embraced by both staff and students.

Complète - even the book’s cover image (a

These idiosyncratic, immediately

projects into a loose assemblage of pencil

McCarter gives over six pages to the

beguiling 2013 watercolour of his sprawling

lines, infused with a wash of Prussian Blue

GSA’s Reid Building but his script is largely

Qingdao Cultural Centre in China) does

overlaid with a splash of Vermillion or Indian

descriptive. He does, however, highlight the

not feature in the final cut. Given Holl’s

Yellow.

three “…driven voids of light” which are subtly

relatively youthful age (born 1947) and his

skewed to take advantage of available south

office’s prolific output, McCarter will need to

and suitably studious narrative but asks the

light. The drama of the interior is in marked

undertake an expanded edition sooner rather

reader to subscribe to his opening assertion

contrast with the exterior which appears a

than later.

is that Holl is America’s foremost practitioner

rather lumpen block, wrapped by a matte-

and represents the doyen of a third

finish glass skin. Holl argues that his theory

generation of visionary American architects,

of ‘Complementary Contrast’ responds

Robert McCarter provides a methodical
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CCTV building, Beijing,
from Crossover by Cecil Balmond
© Cecil Balmond

Crossover: Cecil Balmond
Cecil Balmond
Prestel; £40.00

Crossover - noun
1.

Story-telling, analysis and hand-written

than not, a process of trial and error, Balmond

A point or place of crossing from one side

notes – interestingly, not the elegant script

is not afraid to divulge his mistakes, openly

to the other.

of your typical architect, but more tellingly,

admitting when he has got it wrong and

the barely legible scrawl more reminiscent

citing the problem-solving, the search for a

of a man of science - interspersed with

solution and the struggle therein, as vital to its

vibrant colour-intense photographs, personal

development.

2. The process of achieving success in a
different field or style.

Yes, Crossover is Balmond’s collection

Cecil Balmond speaks of the intangibles

sketches, computer-generated renderings

that overlap practice with theory, ideas that

and architectural detailing; Crossover is a rich

of moments where design becomes reality,

translate into realities and metaphors into

amalgamation of all of the above.

but Balmond characterises the term himself.

substance. His last book, Informal, concluded

Like any architectural publication worth

Hans Ulbricht Obrist, in his preface to the

with a sketch proposing that metaphor was

its salt, the engineer /writer has devoted

book, describes Balmond as a mediator. He

linked to substance through a negotiation of

as much care and attention to the visual

mediates between dimensions, he mediates

pattern; pattern not in the decorative sense,

composition as he has content. Lyrical

between the work on paper and the work

but rather feedback conditions as a means

descriptions weave out Balmond’s creative

in space, but more importantly, he mediates

of organising. Crossover investigates and

process for the reader; providing insight into

between the disciplines themselves.

beautifully demonstrates this perception.

his thought process as he poses questions

Eighteen chapters detail eighteen

without answers, provoking us to make our

overlap between the spheres of learning

own conclusions.

where his main interest lies. The ability to

personal projects in collaboration with
artists and architects including Anish Kapoor,

Balmond provides a seemingly

By Balmond’s own admission, it is this

draw on his extensive knowledge of both

Rem Koolhaas and Toyo Ito. Installations,

unedited glimpse into the inner dialogue he

architecture and engineering uniquely places

bridges, temporary pavilions and buildings

experiences with each project. Constantly

him at the cusp, the outer limits and edges of

are exemplified as Balmond explores pattern

questioning every decision, both his own and

both art and science, allowing him to blur the

in its contemporary form: the algorithm. A

his collaborator’s, he ensures the concept is

boundaries that divide the two disciplines.

recurring motif, the character of the solution

relentlessly pushed to its limits, persistently

Cecil Balmond is the crossover.

is ‘locked’ into the designer’s preliminary idea

asking: can it do more? Can it be more? The

and translated into architecture, although

design becomes a conduit for risk, crossing

Balmond is quick to point out that an

over from fantasy to the real and back again.

algorithm does not produce architecture.

At times a flash of inspiration, but more often

Jeannine Wickens
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Aerial 12
© Ian Lambot

City of Darkness Revisited
Ian Lambot and Greg Girard
Watermark Publications; £58.50
City of Darkness Revisited is an unusual book

elevation of caged balconies, stairs and

right place at the right time with just the right

about an astonishing place.

verandas. Behind the apartments, many only

light.”

Just over twenty years ago, Kowloon’s

one room deep, lay a maze of alleyways

Since its demolition in 1993, the Walled

Walled City was demolished. In the early

broiling in heat, humidity and darkness. The

City’s influence has extended from the

1980s over 40,000 people lived there,

City of Darkness lived up to its name, but

film Chungking Express to William Gibson’s

although only 33,000 were officially

stairways led up to the roof where residents

“Bridge” novels, which gave rise to the

registered. At the time it was the most

could breathe fresh air and escape the

myth of the city as cyberpunk dystopia and

densely-populated place on the planet – all

claustrophobia.

inspired video game designers and urban

built without the input of an architect.

The Walled City was condemned in the

theorists. Much of that influence is down to

late 1980s, but even though Lambot and

the authors’ original City of Darkness, which

settlement near Hong Kong’s Kai Tak airport.

Girard spent five years photographing it, Mr

was published in 1994 and has since become

Some 300 buildings, which ultimately rose to

Lui the postman was generally acknowledged

a cult book.

17 storeys, were crammed onto a site of 200

as the only person who knew his way around

x 100 metres. The only building code adhered

the whole City. A network of bridges and

volume which develops their thesis in a

to was a height limit set by the proximity of

corridors at the higher levels meant the City

larger format. It’s a 21st century book, which

Kai Tak’s flight path.

could be traversed without ever touching the

the authors funded through a Kickstarter

ground.

campaign. It goes some way towards de-

The Walled City evolved from a squatter

Outsiders assumed the Walled City was

City of Darkness Revisited is a companion

mystifying the Walled City by focussing on its

entirely autonomous and lawless, a place

Photographing there, as Lambot

of “opium divans", criminal hide-outs, vice

admitted, was a constant adventure. “It

daily life. Lambot and Girdard combine oral

dens and even cheap unlicensed dentists,

was pretty easy to get lost in the maze of

histories, maps and essays with vivid photos

but the authorities did collect rubbish and

stairways and corridors whenever you

which are evocative of a way of life swept

supply power and water – although illegal

entered the buildings, so I learnt pretty

away during Hong Kong’s last few years as a

connections were made whenever folk

quickly to photograph anything interesting

colony.

thought they could get away with it.

when I saw it as you might never find it again.

The Wall consisted of a haphazard
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An Igloo on the Moon: Exploring Architecture
Adrian Buckley and David Jenkins
Circa Press; £19.95

Igloos
© Adrian Buckley

Are you an architect with a child? Are you

an opportunity to explore both the world

this instantly captured his imagination and

an architect who knows a child? This may be

around us and also what I do and why and

interested him to the extent that I have now

the ideal Christmas gift which could last a

what interest he may have in this. The text

provided him with a book on Wright’s work.

lifetime. It is a beautifully presented and easily

for each example is short and while it is easily

It does intrigue me how the uninfluenced

accessible, fun introduction to the weird and

read and rapidly absorbed, the information

mind of a 12-year-old, when faced with such

wonderful world of architecture through the

contained in these themes is of significant

a cornucopia of architectural delights to

centuries.

interest and very cleverly selected. The

experience for the first time, instinctively
alights upon the work of Frank Lloyd Wright.

The book is organised into themes

illustrations are both relevant to the context

such as shelter, structure, occupied bridges,

of the building or structure and very cleverly

living beneath the ground and reaching up

composed.

to the sky. Within each are selected, quirky,

The chapter, ‘New Types of Structure’,

illustrations which accompany simple but

considers these from the time of the

thought provoking captions.

Parthenon to Chartres Cathedral to the great

One point which made the book
challenging was the absence of an index or
some structure or explanation of the chapter
structure at the outset.
The book is delightfully illustrated and is

mosque of Djenne, to Ize Palace, Crystal

likely to be cherished for a long time to come.

Oliver comment and review the book

Palace, the Sydney Opera House and the

I would recommend it to every architect who

himself, was dropped in favour of reading

Centre Georges Pompidou. Ambitious whistle-

knows children from perhaps 9 to 15 years

the book together. This had the delightful

stop tour it is! However the carefully selected

old. It provides a useful framework to explain

and unexpected consequence, of allowing

subject matter of the text and the illustrations

what architecture brings to society and to the

us both to explore architecture from two

kept his interest and prompted many

world. It is particularly valuable in that it covers

very different standpoints. It provided huge

questions about these incredible endeavours

all periods of history and many cultures, styles

scope for meaningful discussion between

and the means by which they were realised.

and philosophies. It might potentially lead to

My original intention, to have my son

father and son about what I have spent most

Most enduring of the impressions the

an appreciation of what an architect does and

of my career doing and what the purpose of

book created for Oliver was the section

why. It might even be the seed that produces

architecture might be.

on ‘Keeping Cool and Staying Warm’ of the

the Frank Lloyd Wright of tomorrow.

Each opportunity to sit with him to
discuss, read and consider each example gave

hearth within the home of Falling Water by
Frank Lloyd Wright. The illustrations from

Donald Canavan RIAS and Oliver Canavan
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-Designed and patent pending in the UK, the PURe door system is the
only aluminium door range to utilise structural PUR insulation, achieving
U-values as low as 0.93 W/m2K for our folding sliding door range,
when calculated as a CEN standard.
Offered with double or triple glazing, door options include single and
double, folding sliding, inline slide and lift & slide, all of which are
ideal for both new build and refurbishment applications.
Available in an extensive choice of colours and finishes, cradle to
cradle recyclable and integrating with other Senior products including
the PURe window range, PURe door systems provide the next generation
of evolved products, to exceed current and meet future legislation.
Get ahead of the curve at www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk/puredoor

Tel: 01709 772 600
E-mail: info@sasmail.co.uk
Innovative window, door and curtain wall systems
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Technical
The latest news and information from RIAS Practice

If you have issues you would
like to discuss please do not
hesitate to contact us.
Maryse Richardson
Senior Manager: Practice
0131 229 7545
mrichardson@rias.org.uk
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Practice Update
Historic
Environment

Contracts

Conservation
Workshop

Conservation
Workshop

The RIAS has received many

The RIAS would like to

In September, BSD ran a series

queries from practitioners

encourage members to consider

of dissemination events on

looking for ways to keep their

applying for conservation

the changes to the Technical

clients informed regarding

accreditation. To assist applicants

Handbooks which came into

the CDM 2015 Regulations.

in preparing applications of a

force on 1st October 2015. The

The specific concerns relate

high standard, it proposed to run

speakers’ presentations have

to domestic clients and small

a one day workshop covering

been made available on their

projects handled by sole

subjects such as:

website with a ‘voiceover’. If you

CDM Regulations 2015

practitioners/small practices
providing full or partial services.
There are two types of

SBCC Annual
Conference 2015

Building
Standards

Scottish Building Contract Committee

Annual Conference
Thursday 19 November 2015
Scottish National Gallery, The Mound, Edinburgh

missed the events in your area
•

clients carrying out projects
referred to under CDM 2015;
domestic clients, carrying out
projects not in the course of their
business and all other clients
carrying out projects.
Practice Services has
developed two model letters.
They are examples of what could
be written to clients in each case.
Please remember that these
are outline drafts only, intended
to be used as templates and
tailored to suit each individual
project, as appropriate. They
can be downloaded from the
Practices Services section of the
RIAS website.
Architects should also
consult the RIAS Practice Notes
listed below:

www.sbcconline.com

The SBCC Annual Conference
was held on 19th November at
the Scottish National Gallery,
The Mound, Edinburgh. This
year the programme featured
presentations on Public Sector
Investment on Construction
Projects in Scotland, CDM 2015,
BIM and Late Payments as
well as the usual popular legal
and contractual updates. The
Conference proceedings will be

•
•

understanding conservation

you can catch up on the Building

theory as a basis for decision

Standards section of the Scottish

making,

Government website.

assessing heritage

Amongst the presentations

significance and

delivered was one on the

diagnosing defects and

proposed E-development.scot

proposing appropriate

which forms part of the Scottish

interventions.

Government’s drive towards the
digital delivery of Public Services.

Places will be limited. So to
reserve a place at this workshop
which is planned for Spring 2016
in Edinburgh, please indicate
interest by emailing hayley.kyle@
rias.org.uk with ‘Conservation
Workshop’ as the subject.

reviewed in Practice Information.
Many thanks to our
sponsors: BAM, Gartcarron Fire
Engineering Ltd and Hardies
Property and Construction
Consultants.

fi1512 – CDM 2015 Questions
and Answers
fi1510 – Revisions of the RIAS
Standard Forms of Appointment
for CDM 2015
fi1525 – CDM 2015: which
appointment?
fi1514 – CDM 2007 v CDM 2015:
comparison table
fi154 – Construction (Design &
Management) Regulations 2015
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General enquiries

Accreditation

Maryse Richardson

Elaine Dobie

Senior Manager: Practice

Practice Administrator

0131 229 7545

0131 229 7545

mrichardson@rias.org.uk

edobie@rias.org.uk
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‘Root and Branch
Review’ of Planning
System
The RIAS welcomed the

Although the RIAS welcomed

e-Planning portal –
Proposed changes

New Portal,
Correspondence

With the current contract

New Planning Portal for
Historic Environment
Scotland

announcement of a ‘Root and

the initial appointments, it was

for e-planning.scotland due

Branch Review’ of the planning

considered that the composition

to expire in March 2016, the

system by the First Minister.

of the panel should include

Scottish Government has been

This was quickly followed by

a representative from the

working on a replacement. The

three appointments to form an

architectural profession. The

new e-Planning portal will be

independent panel: Crawford

RIAS President has written to

launched in January 2016. An

Beveridge, Chair, Petra Biberbach

the Cabinet Minister responsible

e-Building Standards portal

of Planning Aid Scotland and

for the Review requesting

will be added in the summer of

John Hamilton of the Scottish

that the Incorporation and its

2016. The e-Building Standards

Property Federation.

members are involved in the

portal will enable the electronic

process, arguing that architects’

submission of applications

Planning Review will identify the

participation in the development

for building warrants and

scope for further reform with

process means that they can

other related forms, such as

a focus on delivering a quicker,

offer constructive feedback

completion certificates, to the

more accessible and efficient

and highlight areas that require

local authority.

planning process, in particular

urgent improvement.

It was stated that the

increasing delivery of high quality

The Planning Review Panel

A new tab has been added to
the e-Planning portal which will

met on 13th October. A call for

be regularly updated with details

written evidence was issued with

of what is going to change, when

on six key issues:

a very short timescale. The panel

the changes will happen and

1.

will make its recommendations

what these changes will mean to

2. housing delivery;

to the Scottish Ministers in spring

applicants and agents using the

3.

2016.

portals.

housing developments.
The Panel is to concentrate
development planning;
planning for infrastructure;

4. further improvements to
development management;
5.

leadership, resourcing and
skills and

6. community engagement.

On 1st October a new online
planning portal was launched
as the functions of Historic
Scotland and the Royal
Commission on the Ancient
and Historical Monuments of
Scotland transferred to the
Non-departmental Public Body
(NDPB) Historic Environment
Scotland. You can access the
portal at portal.historic-scotland.
gov.uk.

Development Plan
Correspondence
From 1st September 2015 the
Planning and Architecture
Division will begin routinely
publishing Scottish Government
correspondence on development
plans. This will include formal
responses to Main Issues

Important dates:

Reports and representations

•

New planning portal goes

made on proposed plans. It

live in January 2016,

will also include letters from

Building Standards portal

Ministers regarding the approval

goes live in June 2016.

and adoption of development

•

plans and supplementary
guidance available from the
planning section of the Scottish
Government website.
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Stunning and
affordable design
Four complementary designs for creative
solutions in universities, colleges,
schools and offices.
• Class 33 rating for heavy commercial use
• Carries the BRE ‘A’ rating
• Extensive colour palette to meet the
toughest design brief
• Certified Cradle to Cradle®

Essence Structure 9920

For samples or pricing enquiries
please email service-uk@desso.com or
telephone 01235 554848

Essence Collection

THE ULTIMATE
FLOORING EXPERIENCE
A Tarkett Company
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Planning

General Practice

Chartered Practice/
Practice Services 2016

Changes to Circular

New Regulations

The Scottish Government has

The Town and Country Planning

Don’t forget that as a Chartered

recently published two new

(Miscellaneous Amendments)

Practice you have access to the

annexes to Circular 3/2013:

(Scotland) Regulations 2015

Practice Library which contains

Development Management

came into effect on 14th

a small but relevant number

Procedures and made a number

September 2015. The regulations

of discrete changes to the

make a number of technical

existing text. New Annex H

amendments to update

contains guidance on the

references to the European EIA

This is to certify that the practice

BSP Architects
4 Ravenstone Drive, Glasgow G46 6AL

is an RIAS Chartered Practice
and a member of Practice Services no. 1453

of recently published technical
books and publications. So why
not come into the Members’
room and consult our selection?

Valid until 31st December 2016

duration of planning permissions

Directive; clarify transposition

in principle and the time limit

of Article 3 of that directive in

for making applications for

keeping with existing guidance

approval of matters specified

set out in PAN 1/2013 and clarify

in conditions. New Annex I gives

the time periods governing the

guidance on applications for

determination of multi-stage EIA

planning permission under

applications. The regulations also

Practices have now been

section 42 of the Act.

address a procedural anomaly in

invited to renew their Practice

relation to the timing of decisions

Services subscription for 2016.

changes have been made to

taken by planning authorities

Upon renewal and subject to

the existing Circular. They have

on applications to modify or

meeting the eligibility criteria, a

also taken the opportunity

discharge Planning Obligations

certificate of Chartered Practice

to strengthen guidance on

or Good Neighbour agreements

membership 2016 will be issued

streamlining assessments, in

respectively.

to you. A subscription entitles

A small number of associated

Practice Library

Maryse Richardson
Practice Manager

The Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland
15 Rutland Square, EDINBURGH EH1 2BE
Phone: +44 (0131) 229 7545
Fax: + 44 (0)131 228 2188
email: info@rias.org.uk
Web: www.rias.org.uk
Reg No: RC 000483 Charity No: SC 002753

line with the recently published

your practice to free exclusive

Guiding Principles. The circular

online access to all the RIAS

and guiding principles are

Standard Forms of Appointment,

available from the planning

a core benefit which is at

section of the Scottish

the heart of the service. The

Government website.

convenience of downloading the
most up to date form, the peace
of mind of knowing that these
are thoroughly checked by our
legal team and the availability of

New titles
A practical Guide to RIBA Plan of
Work 2013 Stages 2 and 3 by Tim
Bailey
A practical Guide to RIBA Plan of
Work 2013 Stage 4, 5 and 6 by Phil
Holder
A practical Guide to RIBA Plan of
Work 2013 Stage 7,0 and 1 by Paul
Fletcher and Hilary Satchwell
RIBA Plan of Work 2013 Guide Information Exchanges by Richard
Fairhead
Future Schools Innovative Design
for Existing and New Buildings by
Nick Mirchandani and Sharon
Wright
An Architect’s Guide to Public
Procurement by Fin Garvey
All the titles are published by
RIBA Publishing.

online guidance notes on most
aspects of practice are amongst
the most popular benefits of the
service.
Practices experiencing cash
flow problems can pay their
subscription in instalments. If
you wish to take advantage of
this option, please speak to a
member of the Practice Team.
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Insurance

What is a ‘Claims Made’ Policy?
All Professional Indemnity Insurance Policies

intimated against the architect in 2025. That is

are underwritten and operate on what is

ten years since the mistake was made.

described as “claims made” wordings.
With a “claims made” policy, cover

So, it is the policy that is in place in
2025/26 - at the time of notification - that

is triggered by the date the insured first

pays the cost of this loss, not the policy in

becomes aware of a potential circumstance

place [in 2015] at the time when the mistake

or claim. This should be notified to insurers

was made.

without delay. It is the professional indemnity

RIASIS offers our clients exclusive access
to the learning management system (LMS)
which has the following features:
•

assist firms with their risk management
processes,

•

24 hour access to a contract guidance
portal that can be viewed by any

It is of paramount importance when

registered employee,

insurance policy that is in place at the time

completing your renewal proposal form

the insured becomes aware of a claim or

and signing the claims questions and final

potential claim that will respond. The policy

declaration that you have carried out a

period for a “claims made” policy may have

thorough sweep around all partners and

a retroactive date in which case the policy

staff to gather information and updates on

cover will extend back to that date and not

specific projects. This will give the team an

before. Any claim arising from work carried

opportunity to raise any concerns that they

out prior to that date would not be covered.

may have, particularly around outstanding

causes a claim, how and when risks

disputes as these commonly could ultimately

present themselves and what steps can

result in claims.

be taken to manage risk.

“Claims made” policies carry conditions
which attach to the notification of claims.
One such condition is that an architect must

It is worth mentioning that the discipline

•

copy and paste functionality to use basic
contract clauses when needed,

•

eases the burden of in-house contract
review processes in some cases,

•

aids employee understanding of
contracts and

•

aids employee understanding of what

If you are an existing RIASIS client and

notify insurers of all claims and circumstances

of information gathering and communication,

have not yet utilised the system or indeed

which may give rise to a claim. Any claims or

particularly in advance of your professional

a prospective client considering a PII policy

circumstances should be communicated and

indemnity renewal should be firmly

with us, please contact us to discuss.

notified to insurers as soon as you become

embedded within the risk management

aware of and during the current policy

culture of the firm.

avoiding the claim and cancelling the policy
abinitio (from inception), in which case you
would be uninsured and the practice exposed
to significant financial challenges.
In so far as Professional Indemnity
Insurance is concerned an example might
be that an architect prepares designs for
a new construction in 2015. During the
preparation of these drawings, the architect
makes a mistake which at the time goes
unnoticed. The drawings could lie on the
drawing board for, say, three years before
planning permission is applied for, gained
and then tenders put out for the contract.
Construction may not commence before
2019 and with a two year construction period,
will not complete until 2021. Bearing in mind
that statistics show that the majority of new
claims appear within three to five years from
date of completion, the claim for the defect
(the error which was committed during the
preparation of the drawings in 2015), might be
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Susan Riccio
Practice Leader, RIAS Insurance Services

year. Failure to do so may result in insurers

Risk Management
RIAS Insurance Services (RIASIS) has
always been keen to promote a good risk
management approach within the profession
in Scotland. Our 2006 risk management book,

At RIASIS we pride ourselves in

A Survival Guide, was dedicated to this theme.

providing a market leading policy

Architects continue to operate in an
increasingly litigious environment and RIASIS,

wording, an integral support service

now in its 31st year, is committed to helping

and fast turnover of documentation.

busy practitioners limit and manage the risks

For further information, please

they encounter in the course of running their
businesses.

contact:

Unfortunately, mistakes – some of which
lead to claims - will always occur, nomatter

RIAS Insurance Services

how competent the practitioner, or how

Orchard Brae House

carefully the firm attends to detail. Today,
clients are more generally aware of their

30 Queensferry Road

rights and will look for someone to blame.

Edinburgh eh4 2hs

The best way to avoid a claim is to practice

Telephone 0131 311 4292

good internal risk management – the art of

Fax 0131 311 4280

making sure that the risk of error is reduced
as far as is possible

susan.riccio@marsh.com

RIAS Insurance Services is a trading name of Marsh Ltd. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

RIAS Quarterly Winter 2015

Finance

© Malcolm Cochrane

Lasting Power of Attorney
Most people know it’s important to have an

yourself. However, you can choose to let your

temporarily, for instance while they are on

up-to-date Will in place, but how many of us

attorneys manage and access your finances,

holiday or in hospital. However, an Ordinary

have made a Lasting Power of Attorney?

even if you could manage them yourself.

Power of Attorney won’t cover you if you lose
your capacity to make decisions. A Lasting

Why do I need one?

Who should I choose to be my attorney?

Power of Attorney is set up while the person

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) allows you

The role of Power of Attorney involves a

still has mental capacity and gives permission

to choose people to act legally on your behalf.

great deal of responsibility, so you must think

for the attorney to deal with the person’s

They can make decisions about your health

carefully about this and choose people you

affairs should they lose the ability to do so

and personal welfare and your property

trust to make decisions in your best interests.

themselves.

and financial affairs, should you become
mentally or physically incapacitated. You are

How much does it cost?

safeguarded because you’ve chosen people

It may cost a few hundred pounds to put

you trust to act for you and it also makes

an LPA in place through a solicitor, although

things easier for your family and friends.

this varies depending on the solicitor used.

Without an LPA, your loved ones would have

Although it is possible to complete the forms

to go through the courts to get authority to

without professional help, the documents

act on your behalf and this can be very costly

are lengthy and complex to complete and it is

and time-consuming.

advisable to seek professional advice.

How do they work?

What’s the process?

There are two types of LPA. A health and

The documentation has to be completed in a

welfare LPA allows one or more people (your

prescribed way and the forms registered with

attorneys) to make medical and welfare

the Court of Protection, which can take some

decisions on your behalf, such as when to

weeks.

contact:

about where you live or your daily routine.

Can I wait until I’m older?

A property and financial affairs LPA gives

Mental or physical incapacity can strike at

Frame Broadfoot

them authority to make decisions about your

any time and at any age, which is why it’s

property and money.

advisable for everyone to think about putting

Towry

an LPA in place.

220 St Vincent Street

Frame Broadfoot
RIAS PFS

If you would like more information
on the details of this article please

refuse or continue treatment or decisions

Are my interests safeguarded?
Nobody can make decisions about your

What’s an Ordinary Power of Attorney?

healthcare or personal welfare whilst you

An Ordinary Power of Attorney is set up if

have the capacity to make these decisions

the person needs someone to act for them

Financial Planner & Wealth Manager

Glasgow g2 5sg
Telephone 0141 227 8000
Mobile 07771 516276
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Mozolowski & Murray
Conservatories Orangeries

Sun Lounges Garden Rooms

Specialising in the design,
manufacture and installation
of superb quality hardwood
conservatories, orangeries, sun
lounges and garden rooms.

To find out more call us on

0345 050 5440
Visit our design centre
or request a brochure.

Mozolowski & Murray
Conservatory Design Centre
57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG
Open 7 days 10am to 5pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk
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Chapters
The latest news from your local Chapter
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Aberdeen

Look Again Mirrored Pavilion
© David McClean RGU, Sally Reaper Smart Consultants, Lucy Fishers

As I sit down to write I am just out of an ASA Festival committee

Our fourth event is a model that will function like a public board

meeting and bursting with excitement. We have now developed

game. Each game will begin with a blank canvas with pieces to fit onto

our many ideas into real deliverable events. There is a real sense

the base to create visions of a model city. It will start its tour around

of achievement (it has taken a while). We presented our Festival

Aberdeenshire in the Look Again Mirrored Pavilion in April and will stop

programme to the Aberdeen Chapter on Thursday 10 December 2015

in key locations, concluding its journey in Techfest in September 2016.

at the Scott Sutherland School. Here is a little taster for April 2016 in
the Aberdeen Chapter.
Our first event comprises a series of weekly inspirational talks by

Our fifth is a series of talks and walking tours looking at
Aberdeen’s history and the impact of granite on the City’s
development. We are working closely with a number of individuals

world leading architects. It is open to the public, in conjunction with

including Hugh Black, proprietor of Rubislaw Quarry and Professor

57°10, the Scott Sutherland architecture society. These free, ticketed

Jane Geddes at the University of Aberdeen.

lectures will be held at the Robert Gordon University and include

Event six is a series of variety shows comprising weekly film

Andrea Deplazes on 01 April 2016 and Pezo von Ellrichshausen on 08

screenings and presentations in the PechaKucha format and will be

April 2016.

held in the Belmont Film House.

Our second event, a pop-up mirrored pavilion, will be set in

Works around the Festival are dominating our activities at

the Castlegate at the East end of Union Street for April, functioning

present. That said we have also been busy progressing our other

as both an information point and Festival venue. The pavilion was

events. We have launched our Annual Design Awards. The winning

designed by a second year architecture student at Scott Sutherland,

entries will be presented at the ASA Annual Dinner on Friday 26

who continues to be involved from design to construction. This event

February 2016 at The Chester Hotel. For up to date information on this

is in partnership with the Look Again Visual Art and Design Festival

event and our Festival programme follow us on Twitter @AberdeenSA

and is supported by the Balmoral Group.

and like our Facebook page Aberdeen Society of Architects.

Our third event is an education project. We are working with Ice

Until next time, thank you.

Cream Architecture to develop a programme of learning workshops
for selected schools across Aberdeenshire, including Kincorth and
Northfield Academies. This project is being undertaken with a
strong desire to make a real lasting difference. Fundamental is our
commitment to produce a document to be available to all schools in
the Chapter and potentially beyond.
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Dundee
It seems that this year has flown by, with lots of DIA highlights, but we
saved the best to last with our Annual Awards and Dinner. This year
72 submissions represented a broad range of project types, styles and
budgets demonstrating the excellent architecture being produced
across the chapter area. The awards were judged by myself, Iain
Connelly PPRIAS and Helen Brown from The Courier. I am extremely
grateful to Iain and Helen for sharing their time, wisdom and good
humour.
The awards dinner was, as usual, an extremely popular event with
over 150 attendees who enjoyed an excellent meal and good company,
hosted by Tay FM’s Erin Linton. Willie Watt PRIAS, on his home turf,
started proceedings, attendees held a minutes silence, led by DIA Vice
President Diarmid McLachlan, in solidarity with Paris and enjoyed
superb entertainment from after dinner speaker, Sandy Strang. Ged
Young delivered a presentation providing an overview of the Festival
of Architecture 2016 and introducing the projects the DIA is planning.

Mid Rock House | WT Architecture

There isn’t space here to describe them but look out for the launch

© David Barbour

and get in touch with myself or Ged for further information or to
provide support.
Huge thanks are due, as always, to our sponsors: main sponsor

Best Rehab/Rejuvenation Project – Winner: High Mill, Verdant Works /
James F Stephen Architects

Andrew Shepherd Contruction and category sponsors Blackadders

Commendation: Taypark House / AIM Design

Solicitors, Bentleys Shopfitting Ltd, Cupa Pizarras, Scotframe, Marley

Best Project (less than £500k) – Winner: N.N.R Visitor Facility / James F

Plumbing & Drainage Solutions, Denfind Stone, Forbo Flooring UK
Ltd, Millard Consulting and Forestry Commission Scotland/Wood for
Good.
The Supreme Award was won by WT Architecture Ltd for Mid

Stephen Architects
On the Drawing Board Award – Winner: The Leaf Room / The Voigt
Partnership Ltd

Rock House in Elie, Fife where the clever and thoughtful design and

Commendation: Pitlochry Festival Theatre / Nicoll Russell Studio

detailing take full advantage of the dramatic coastal location and make

Best Use of Timber – Winner: N.N.R Visitor Facility / James F Stephen

this home something truly special.
Other awards were:
Best New House – Winner: Mid Rock House / WT Architecture Ltd
Commendation: Wester Rossie / Montgomery Forgan Associates
Best Interior Design – Winner: Taypark House / AIM Design
Best Commercial/Non-Domestic Project – Winner: The British Golf
Museum & Café, St Andrews / Richard Murphy Architects
Commendation: N.N.R Visitor Facility, Isle of May / James F Stephen
Architects
Best Group of Houses – Winner: Boathouse Holiday Hideaways / CASA
Commendation: Alexandra Place / The Voigt Partnership Ltd
Best Small Project (less than £100k) – Winner: Extension and
alterations to dwelling, Forgandenny / Mackenzie Strickland Associates
Commendation: Extension and refurbishment of dwelling, Montrose /

Architects
Commendation: Dirnanean Hydro / John Manning Chartered Architect
DIA Ambassador Award – Winner: Burntisland Primary School / Fife
Council Property Services
Commendation: Kelpies Visitor Centre / Nicoll Russell Studio
Congratulations to all winners and commendees!
We have also issued an update to the DIA Practice Directory. This
was a massive undertaking by Fraser Middleton & his team at ARKTX.
Although, unfortunately, there were some omissions - we will keep
the online version updated so do get in touch if you’d like to enter or
edit an entry. The directory has been issued to all Chapter practices,
all attendees of the awards dinner and distributed widely around the
Chapter area.
So all that remains to do is wish you all the best for the festive
season and for a healthy and productive 2016 when we look forward
to celebrating architecture locally, nationally and beyond.

Kerry Smith Architects

Christine Palmer RIAS
President DIA
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Edinburgh

Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation | Malcolm Fraser Architects
© Dave Morris

As the days shorten and we manage the first of our winter storms, I

We will bring them all together for an exhibition with final winners in

am impressed as ever by the hardy souls who still turn out in the dark

May. With cash prizes on offer, this is worth submitting for. This will be

for our monthly EAA meetings. We have a great deal of business to

held at the Storytelling Centre.

cover these days, with the 2016 Festival approaching like an express

The annual EAA Awards will be presented in May also, with an

train around the bend, but also our ongoing involvement with the

accompanying exhibition of previous winners over the last 40 years.

Edinburgh Urban Design panel, on which the EAA is lucky to have

This will be at the Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation. The

three representatives. This forum has recently tabled some fascinating

awards were launched at the beginning of December and will be an

proposals to influence and shape Edinburgh’s future, architecturally

especially high profile event so if you have projects completed within

and culturally.

the timeframe please enter before the 28th January 2016 deadline. If

At the same time, the City of Edinburgh Council has been
promoting a consultation on their interaction with applicants and
agents, considering an online consultation in place of the current

you have any questions about the awards, contact Stuart at the EAA
office as soon as possible!
We are holding a debate too, the Big Debate – on the current hot

face to face facility. While this alarmed some and those views were

potato affecting Edinburgh; to conserve or to renew – which will be

communicated, there was a somewhat tepid reaction generally.

held at the end of May. We have a high profile chair and excellent well

Consulting informally, the status quo appears to be preferred and the

known participants. The debate will interrogate the issues thoroughly

shortage of animated responses from practices made some wonder

and I’m sure will be of wide public interest.

if a general increase in activity was responsible. CEC is intending to

Also planned are workshops and an exhibition of some of the

proceed with a scaled back consultation process so let us know if

astonishing drawings collection from the RCAHMS, or HES as they will

difficulties occur.

be known. This will be at A&DS’s headquarters, but examples could

2016 preparations are involving enormous effort on the part of the
EAA and others and their positive contributions are to be applauded.

also be coming to a building near you, so watch out.
We still have a real need for help, especially to progress the craft

We have, in the month of May 2016, an ambitious programme of

skills project which involves different parts of the Chapter area in

events, in addition to the RIAS Centenary Convention on 13th and 14th

a series of craft and architectural collaborative projects. If you are

May.

in the Chapter area and can help, please come along to our Council

We have tours, architectural film series at the Filmhouse, Murray
Grigor’s films showing outdoors at Adam’s City Chambers Quad,
exhibition and a photography competition, where people can enter

meetings, held the second Tuesday of each month, or contact Stuart at
the EAA on 0131 229 7545 for more information.
With every good wish for a busy December, a restful Christmas

by using the hashtag “#archfest2016” and submitting phone pics via

and New Year break and a prosperous and exciting 2016.

Instagram or Twitter of your favourite places or spaces in the Chapter

Donald Canavan RIAS

area. Periodically, we will select a few of the most impressive images.

President EAA

RIAS Quarterly Winter 2015

www.gia.org.uk

Glasgow
The winner of the most prestigious art prize in Europe was
announced in Glasgow on the 7th December. The winner of this
year's Turner Prize was Assemble Studio, an 18 strong art, design and
architecture collective from London. Since converting a derelict petrol
station into a cinema in 2010, Assemble have completed a variety
of projects which encourage public participation or collaboration,
creating temporary installations with imaginative solutions. Assemble’s
work is typical of the self-initiating experimental approach taken by
our new generation of architects as a way of generating work in this
time of over restrictive procurement processes.
The GIA was pleased to have Assemble Studio as the guest
speaker at our annual Student Awards which were held again in the
inspirational surroundings of the House for an Art Lover in October.
Students, staff and parents listened as Maria Lisogorskaya of Assemble
explained how their Turner Prize nominated project, Granby Four
Streets, involved bisque doorknobs, light-pulls and handles, fired in a

GIA Opening

barbecue with banana skins and pine needles.

© EASA

Our second gathering of architecture students this quarter took
place at the GIA welcome reception for the European Architecture
Student Assembly (EASA). EASA was in Glasgow for its annual
International Contact Meeting and the GIA was delighted to welcome
the group of 120 students to the city at a drinks reception in South
Block. My introduction to the work of the GIA was followed by a
presentation by Derek Hill (University of Strathclyde) and Sally Stewart
(Mackintosh School of Architecture) both explaining the importance of
international networks.
The GIA Design Awards and Annual Members Dinner followed
shortly after in November and, for the second year, was a sellout.
Over 200 guests enjoyed the after dinner presentation by Dr. Andrew
Murray and kindly contributed to the total sum of £17,000 which was
raised on the evening for the Architects Benevolent Society. The 2015
design awards process was chaired by Rab Bennetts OBE FRIAS,
who oversaw the judging of all 56 entries. Twenty two winners were
announced on the evening across ten categories and remarkably we
received four nominations for the Supreme Award.
Following a visit to all four nominations by Rab and I, the decision
was made to present the Supreme Award to Maggies Lanarkshire by
Reiach and Hall Architects. The project was selected for its exceptional
play on the senses, the sound of running water at the entrance, to
the smell of the wood interior and the play on light filtering through
GIA Festival of Architecture Events

the sun catchers. Architecture benefitting the user in a sensitive and

© GIA

considered way. The project was also awarded the Wood for Good
Award and a Healthcare Award. A full list of all winners can be viewed

A full update on all projects will be provided in my next Quarterly

on our website at www.gia.org.uk/awards.

report.

The GIA Christmas Drinks reception took place at Maggie’s

I wish you all an enjoyable festive break on behalf of the GIA.

Gartnavel on 10th December. The gathering of current GIA Council
members, GIA representatives and GIA Past Presidents provided the
perfect opportunity to present progress of our 2016 Festival projects.

Michael Dougall FRIAS
President GIA
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Inverness

Community Arts Building, Lochinver | Iain Livesley

Lochaber Gaelic Primary School, Caol | Practice

© Iain Livesley

Busy times, with much activity building on plans for the 2016 Festival

© Gordon Anderson

Our speakers included TOG Studio, LDN, Rural Design, Gareth

of Architecture. We now have an Events Co-ordinator and our key

Hoskins, Greenspace Live, Richard Gibson, BDP and APS. RIAS

projects are being developed in tandem with projects throughout

President, Willie Watt, also gave a welcomed “virtual” presentation

Scotland. This will result in activities and promotion of architects and

which confirmed his focus on all matters relating to procurement –

architecture throughout the Chapter.

and mountain biking (you had to be there!). All speakers managed

As these are detailed and developed we promise to ensure all

to superbly relate contributions to the theme of “Sustainability and

members are kept up to date and given opportunity to participate

Coastal Influence”. All were thanked with a bottle of gin from the

and develop events in their own area. Our focus is to ensure that we

newly built Isle of Harris distillery. Hopefully they all made it home

optimise this opportunity for architects and architecture and that a

safe, avoiding temptation! Our next Convention will be the culmination

legacy is established which will have ongoing benefits. Anyone who

of the 2016 Festival of Architecture, held at Eden Court, Inverness.

wishes to help in this regard or to develop their own activities, please

The programming for the Festival brought to the fore huge

contact us through the Chapter Secretary to ensure support and co-

promotional opportunities for us and the importance of marketing and

ordination.

branding to ensure architects and our services are made more visible

We are keen to ensure that the work of the Chapter is

to all potential clients. This may in some ways help with our efforts to

representative of the needs of all our members throughout the

skew procurement around to supporting sustainable practices and

Highlands and Islands. Accordingly, we held our September Council

retaining same in the communities we serve.

meeting in Fort William as guests of local architectural practices. This

This opportunity, in turn, highlighted inadequacies in our

was a great success and our meeting, to which local architects were

Chapter name and logo. A poll was recently taken within the Chapter

invited, was preceded by visits to great projects, including the new

resulting in an emphatic 89.9% of those who voted wishing change,

Lochaber Gaelic Primary School at Caol. The meeting was followed by

to incorporate Highlands & Islands within our name. This would be

a very pleasant dinner within the newly refurbished Moorings Hotel by

more representative of the geographical area and at the same time,

local architects, Kearney Donald Partnership.

less cumbersome. After consideration by the full Council under due

Our annual CPD Convention took place at Sabhal Mor Ostaig

process, a proposal for change will be subject to an RIAS poll to the

UHI in Skye. Despite the intermittent closing of the Skye Bridge due

Chapter. Depending upon the outcome, consideration will then be

to storm “Abigail”, not to mention overnight snowfall, a good time

given to replacing our logo, currently what has been described as “The

was had by all. During the course of the day, judging took place of

Grim Reaper being visited upon by space ships”. I know!

our Innovation in Wood Competition, sponsored by The Forestry
Commission/Wood for Good with a prize of £1,000. I was assisted
by Karen Anderson, Chair of Architecture Design Scotland and
our Secretary, Andrew Tognarelli. We unanimously selected Iain
Livesley’s entry illustrating the Community Arts Building of the Assynt
Foundation, Lochinver, Sutherland. Well done Iain!
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Stirling
Writing my final Quarterly report for the year comes at a time
where there is less refection and more forward looking as we hurtle
towards 2016. Given the level of investment in to the 2016 Festival of
Architecture by various bodies it is sure to be a fascinating year with a
great mix of things to capture the attention of the architecture world
and the public at large. But it is this distinction that troubles me. The
year should be about an inclusive approach to design, innovation and
architecture and not purely about a celebration of things we architects
enjoy. Hopefully that intention is not lost in the macro strategy.
At Chapter level, whilst we may be the smallest, we will be working
hard to ensure that our engagement with schools, colleges and
communities is the driver for what we do. Our 2016 team is stretched
to the limit to cover both the daily office workload as well as the
personal time and volunteer effort that goes into it for the Chapter.
I would again call on any members wishing to get involved with the
Chapter to contact me.
We have launched our Chapter Awards with a few new categories
this year to hopefully encourage a greater number of entries and a
wider range of projects. I have also introduced the President’s Student
Award which I hope will encourage and promote the work of students
from the Chapter. This is open to any student at any of the architecture
schools who live in or originate from the Chapter area. We are aiming
for a late January awards event but the judging will obviously be at the
mercy of the weather!
In conjunction with our 2016 Festival we are preparing a new
upgraded website, which will also be covering the awards in a much
more accessible format than the previous version. It is hoped the new
website will be a much better visual experience for visitors with much
more imagery and information accessible to both our members and

SSA Building of the Year Previous Winner
Bannockburn Visitor Centre by Reaich and Hall Architects

the public.
In closing this for the year I would suggest that now more than

© Reiach and Hall Architects

ever our role as architects is being challenged to the point it is almost
indecipherable as to what it is to be an architect. More and more we
are managing and administrating and less of our time is spent doing
what we should be good at – creating value, creative thinking, problem

going long after it finishes to ensure that the role of the architect as

solving etc. This has to be addressed at all levels and I feel that current

design leader does not become that of the design ‘middle manager’.

discussions on architectural education must take account of this.
As an industry we need to have students ready to employ with a

Design, innovation, architecture – really they should all be one
AND the same for architects, shouldn’t they?

rounded knowledge of relevance - not just basic design skills. It is no
longer sufficient to expect practices to pick up the role of educator.
Now more than ever we have to show and re-establish what an
architect is worth. Hopefully that can be achieved collectively over
the course of 2016 and we can reclaim some lost ground. The Festival
will be a good starting point but we will need to keep the momentum

Ryan Marshall RIAS
President SSA
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Scotland’s leading experts in cornice and ornate plasterwork
Specialists in restoration · Our own unique product range
Visit our showroom
5 Campsie Road, Kirkintilloch
0141 776 1112

Digital brochure available

www.reproplaster.co.uk

As the building was being designed,
one question kept coming to mind...

...WHAT ABOUT
THE FIRE SAFETY
STANDARDS?

For a FREE consultation to find out what fire engineering
can do for you please contact Sandy Killbourn on
T: 01786 449944 • E: enquiry@g-fire.co.uk

www.gartcarronfireengineering.co.uk

FE
GARTCARRON FIRE ENGINEERING Ltd.

Designing buildings to save life

addagrip

TM

Introducing

Manufacturers of quality resin based surfacing systems

Terrabase Rustic
®

Our innovative porous resin bound paving system
● Seamless ● Low maintenance ● No concrete or asphalt base required
Ask us about our full range of resin bound and resin bonded surfacing systems:
Email: sales@addagrip.co.uk Tel: 01825 761333

www.addagrip.co.uk

A member of the

Group

Manufacture and installation of rooflights
Skylight International Ltd, 75 Birkmyre Road, Glasgow G51 3JH
Phone 0141 445 6655, 0141 445 4219
info@skylight.co.uk
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Chartered Architect
President’s Diary
september
25

Attended CPIG (Construction Scotland Procurement
Implementation Group) Meeting, chaired by Bruce Dickson /
Edinburgh

october
01

Attended CPIG Meeting with Scottish Futures Trust and Scottish
Government / Edinburgh

01

SURF (Scottish Urban Regeneration Forum) Awards Judging
Meeting / Glasgow

02

Attended NHBC Awards / Glasgow

08

Attended 57 10 Event at Robert Gordon University / Aberdeen

21/22 SUFT Judging / Dundee and Ullapool
30

Attended the funeral of John Lane PPRIAS with RIAS Secretary
and Doug Read PPRIAS / Gatehouse of Fleet

Anna Boyle (Tobermore), Willie Watt PRIAS, Dr Andrew Murray,
Michael Dougall FRIAS – GIA Dinner
© Ross Campbell

november
04

Doolan Award Ceremony and Dinner / Edinburgh

05

Attended SURF Awards moderation meeting / Glasgow

05

Attended CPIG Meeting with Scottish Futures Trust and Scottish
Government / Glasgow

06

CIBSE Dinner / Glasgow

10

Scottish Planning Awards / Edinburgh

13

Virtually attended (pre-recorded) the IAA Convention / Skye

??

Interviewed by the Courier and STV re Dundee’s UNESCO City
of Design Status / Dundee

19

Addressed the Dundee Institute of Architects’ Awards Dinner /
Dundee

20

Attended the Glasgow Institute of Architects’ Awards Dinner /
Glasgow

24

A+DS 10 Year Anniversary Event, Scottish Parliament /
Edinburgh

december
02

Met with Martin Blencowe (Scottish Futures Trust) and Ken
Fraser (Scottish Government) / Edinburgh

Willie Watt PRIAS, Carol Moultrie (Renfrewshire Council),
Steven Coulson (Holmes Miller) and Michael Dougall FRIAS – GIA Dinner
© Ross Campbell

02

RIAS Council / Edinburgh

10

SURF Awards Dinner / Glasgow

16

RICS Reception / Edinburgh

18

RIAS Christmas Lunch / Edinburgh

Carol-Ann Hildersley
Senior Manager: Secretary & Treasurer’s Office
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Report on December 2015 Council
Council adopted the Management Accounts up to the end of

interests” which will provide the best representation of our members’

September 2015, showing a revised positive out-turn of £18,435.

views when responding to consultations.

The Membership Report was noted, with 11 deaths, 4 removals, 14
resignations, 18 transfers to Retired, 7 reinstatements, 112 elections to

Council noted the Incorporation’s media log, with around 28
significant articles/interviews since September.

Student Membership, 9 elections to Membership, 2 nominations to
Fellowship and 5 nominations to Honorary Fellowship. Membership
numbers are now over 4800, the highest they’ve ever been. Charlene
Rankin, the RIAS’ membership manager was formally commended for
her endeavours.
Council agreed further clarification should be sought from the
RIAS Legal Adviser regarding the nature of the “client” for shared or

If you would like to sit on RIAS Council, four places
will be available in the RIAS national elections in
April 2016. Please request a nomination form if
you would like to stand.

tenemental repair works. Council agreed to its continued support
of the Under One Roof steering group and that an invitation was

Contact childersley@rias.org.uk.

extended to the Chair of RIAS Conservation Committee to join that
forum.
After concerns were raised that now there is only one designated
city architect in Scotland, Council agreed to further consideration
of the role of architects in public service and to lend its support
to advocacy of more such ‘learned’ client appointments. Council

Carol-Ann Hildersley
Senior Manager: Secretary & Treasurer’s Office

considered three points to become the RIAS’ brief ‘manifesto’ for
the improvement of Scotland for next May’s Scottish parliamentary
election.
Council agreed to contact the Government regarding unsolicited
emails being received by members offering inappropriate energy
assessment courses. These are English courses from a private
company which do not comply with the Scottish regulatory regime.
Council noted correspondence to the Cabinet Secretary regarding

Leading Door
Specialists

Perth City Hall and endorsed the continued pursuit to save it from
demolition.
Council agreed percentage returns for an RIAS poll to be issued
to the Inverness Chapter members regarding a proposed change of
Chapter name.
Council noted the Planning Committee’s response to the recent
Planning Review, raising its concerns about timescale, limited length of
response, the nature of the Review and the unrepresentative panel.
Council discussed listed building infringements and agreed to
make representations to the Scottish Government, detailing the
Incorporation’s concerns over failures in the listed building regime.
Council agreed to, once again, raise its concerns with the ARB
over proportionality, “fishing expeditions” and their policy on the use
of Expert Witnesses. Council also agreed to review the procedures of
RIAS’ various panels.
Council noted Malcolm Fraser’s report on the Government’s Joint
Housing Policy and Delivery Group, which he attends on behalf of the
Incorporation.
Council agreed the adoption of the Mentoring Scheme Guidance
Notes brought forward by the Chair of the RIAS Conservation
Committee. Council also agreed to the establishment of a “register of

Manufacturers of:

Timber doors and door sets • Stairs • Furniture • Counters
Mouldings • Wall panels / skirtings / architraves

ecossedoors
4 MacDowall Street, Paisley PA3 2NB • 0141 840 2266
sales@ecossedoors.co.uk • www.ecossedoors.co.uk
BM TRADA Q-Mark Accredited

85

RIAS Quarterly Winter 2015

Chartered Architect
Membership Report
The following deaths were reported
with regret:
D W Vance Allen rias
George Kenneth Davie frias
Alastair M Fulton rias
John McGhee Fulton frias
Alan McDougall Harkness rias
John Armstrong Lane pprias
Robert ‘Bob’ Logan rias
Robert William (Robin) Marwick rias
Ian Marshall Torrence Samuel rias
James Scott rias riba
Alexander Strachan rias

Resignations reported:
Fiona Black
Stephen Anthony Boyd
Nicholas Charles Frank Cook
Campbell Doak
Douglas Gilbert John Flett
Colin Miller Gilmour
John Forbes Graham
James Mullen
Ewan Ogilvie
Paola Pasino
John Selby Richardson
Cathy Ruth Ross
Ainslie Scott
Grant Wood

Niranjana Ponniah rias riba

Katarzyna Dudzinska

Peter Porteous rias riba

Ailsa Dutton

Raymond Stevens rias riba

Nick Filippou

James Alexander Stevenson rias riba

Mark Fitzpatrick

Nicholas John Taylor rias

John-Alec Fowler

Kirsteen I S Thomson rias riba

Chryso Georgiou

John S Thynne rias

Conor Scott Gray

Robin Stanley Grant Tough rias riba

Melissa Green

Gary George Westwater rias

Manhoor Habib

William Wyllie rias riba

Ruth Mackenzie Hamilton
Emma Henderson

Reinstatements to full Membership:

David Hutchison
David Peter Nimbley
Dominic Quigley
Martin Dieter Schlechter

Pau Man Ho

Kelly Chan rias riba

Runhui Hu

James Fraser rias riba

Jillian Hunt

Paul Henry Johnston rias

Mahi Jain

Marjory Mackie rias

Chung King Fung Jason

Hazel McIntyre rias riba

Lucretia Maria Lucias Jeraled

Alan Cameron MacLean rias

Arolasafe Oluwagbemilere Jesse
Josh Jewitt

Elections to Student Membership:
Natalie Aikman
Diana Aitmukhanbet
Oralbayev Akhatzhan
Stefan Veselinov Aldev
Shaya Lennon Anderson
Steven Anderson
Chow Ying Choi Angus
Euan James Angus
Ili Nadhira Binti Mohamad Azizi
Rachel Briglio
Paul Stewart Calder
Ellie Nicole McBain Carmichael
Jorge Carr
Edmund-Tam’nabo Tamuno-Oribi Mira Cecil
Lewis Chalmers
Aaron Chan

Transfers to Retired Membership
approved:
Frank Burstow rias riba
Fraser Wiliam Harris rias riba
Bruce Dunbar Kennedy rias riba
Eric Walter Marchant rias riba
John Charles Miller rias riba
Stephen Cox Murray rias riba
Philip Charles Parker rias
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Tim Hetherington

Mary Arnold-Forster rias

Ross Benham

Removals reported:

Lisa Ritchie Henriksen

Sean Checkley
Sarah Connell
Jenna Alexandra Craig
Jack Danagher
Cameron Stuart Devine
Adriana Dezewska
Jamie Dickinson
Katherine Doherty
Thomas Dougan

Jerome Kasambara
Catriona Kinghorn
Veera Kivela
Kimberley Jane Leel
Laura Leithead
Lauren Love
Hafsa Malik
Maoyu Mao
Jane McAllister
Jamie Stuart McCallum
Fraser McCallum
Deni McElroy
James McKechnie
Liam McKelvie
Katrina McQueen
Beth Milne
Ross Mitchell
Dahlia Moghrabi
Ailidh Morrison
Ibrahim Mu’azu
Deborah Nicol
Amy O’Hara
Elizabeth Olulode
Mishell Parodi
Katarlyna Popowczak
Laura Porter
Beiwen Qiu
Kirill Raevskiy
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Aberdeen

Dundee

Edinburgh

Glasgow

Inverness

Stirling

Outwith

Ligia Ramata

Santa Elizabete Trofimovica

Calum Ramsay

Lucy Troughton

Waheeda Hanaa Rasool

Ashley Turner

Ronan Reid

Jakub Tyminski

Elliot Reilly

Luca Medina Uriarte

Rebecca Louise Robertson

Thomas James Waddington

Natercia Louise Roesch

Zain Al Sharaf Wahbeh

Trisha Mac Santos

Bowen Wang

Roksana Sliwka

Ruotian Wang

Elizabeth Smith

Joseph Watkins

Frazer Graham Smith

Lorena Weepers

Rachel Smith

Anastasia Weir

Nicoline Spaans

Sarah Wood

Kyle James Spratt

Magdalena Barbara Wtoczka

Richard Stalker

Nina Wyganowska

Cameron Stuart Steward

Ben R Wylie

Ziwen Sun

Pamela Wee Li Yi

Ramsay Taylor

Liu Zihan

Creating and
maintaining
better
buildings

Elections to Membership:
Lorna Anne Agorastos rias riba
Daniel Bourke rias riba
Calum Duncan rias riba
Peter Elder rias riba
Joseph Anthony Macneil rias riba
Craig Johnstone Main rias riba
Iain Peter Glegg Mitchell rias riba
Neil Anderson Munro rias riba
Graham Whitters rias

Charlene Rankin
Manager: Membership / RIAS Consultancy
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Building using
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Honorary Fellowships
Richard Carr Hon FRIAS
Richard Carr is Honorary Professor in Design
History at Duncan of Jordanstone College. He
attended St Christopher School, Letchworth,
served two years in the Army then read
PPE at Oxford. He then spent a year as an
assistant to Edgar Wind, Professor of the
History of Art, before joining the Oxford Mail
as a features sub-editor, art critic, theatre,
film and book reviewer. In 1962, Richard
became Features Editor of Design magazine.
He also contributed to Craft Horizons, The
Sunday Times and The New Statesman.
In 1969, Richard became a freelancer,
for Design magazine and The Guardian (on
architecture, interiors, furniture, ceramics
and jewellery). He was a part-time lecturer
in design history at Hornsey College and a
design consultant to interior and fashion
houses. He undertook research into Gropius,
Breuer, Moholy-Nagy and other refugees
from Nazi Germany, and into the life and
work of Ettore Sottsass.
In 1976, Richard moved to Scotland to
become the Design Historian at Duncan
of Jordanstone, Dundee. He continued his
journalism, as Scottish correspondent for
Building Design, Crafts, London and The
Scotsman, The Herald, Interior Design and
ArtWork, Scotland, which he edited in the
1990s. Richard also contributed to Domus
(Italy), Form and Der Architeckt (Germany),
Archis (the Netherlands), and to Studio
International. He co-wrote Tartans, Their Art &
History and has contributed to many books.
Richard’s other interests include
exhibitions and photography. Working with
the late, brilliant and much missed Bill Potter,
who opened his pioneering design shop,
In-House, in Edinburgh in 1982, Richard
undertook research for 24 Edinburgh Festival
exhibitions from 1983 onwards.

© Malcolm Cochrane

Richard Carr is awarded the
Incorporation’s Honorary
Fellowship for Services to
architectural journalism.
Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
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Lorraine Landels Hon FRIAS
Lorraine is an Arts and Design graduate
from Edinburgh College of Art whose early
career was with Reiach and Hall in Edinburgh,
working on projects including the awardwinning British Steel complex in Airdrie. She
also helped recruit the young Neil Gillespie
to the practice. She subsequently worked
in graphic and interior design and rapidly
gained significant expertise in business
development and a reputation as an excellent
communicator.
After working with, among others,
Tayburn and McIroy Coates in the early
2000s she became Business Development
Director at Martha Schwartz Inc. working
on project and strategy planning for this
global enterprise in Europe, USA, Middle
and Far East. She led on the development
of masterplans, notably Qatar, Children’s
Project, Damascus, Edessa Town, Greece and
established teaching and research links with
Harvard University.
For the last five years Lorraine has
served as Director of Strategic Relationships
at BuroHappold, Based in London, Lorraine
contributes to the sustained global growth
of what is now one of the world’s largest
engineering consultancies. She works directly
to the global CEO, operating on behalf of
the company at the highest level within the
architectural and cities communities and the
development and investment industries.
Lorraine married the late Jim Landels, a
much loved and highly respected member of
the Royal Incorporation, in 1978. Along with
Jim she was a keen and sometimes raucous
participant in many RIAS events from the early
1980s onwards. She has maintained her close
ties with the Incorporation and is a regular
advisor on appropriate Convention speakers
and on the RIAS’ own strategic development.

Lorraine Landels is awarded
the Incorporation’s Honorary
Fellowship for services to
international design and the
construction industry.

© Malcolm Cochrane

Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
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Honorary Fellowships
Ian White Hon FRIAS
Principal in Ian White Associates Landscape
Architects and Planners since 1974, Ian is now
a consultant to the practice. It has carried out
major projects including the SECC, Dundee
Tech Park, Glasgow Cathedral Precinct and
Festival Park in Glasgow.
Ian acted as a National Advisor to
the Forestry Commission (1999). He has
acted as Landscape Consultant to London
Docklands, NTS, Scotland’s National Galleries
and National Museums, Scottish Enterprise,
The University of Dundee and many local
authorities. Current and recent projects
include Edinburgh Park, Omega, Warrington,
the Centre for Bio-Medical Research
Edinburgh as Craigmillar Regeneration.
Ian has extensive experience in the
conservation of historic designed landscapes
and the settings of listed buildings, including
Rosslyn Chapel, Pollok Estate, the University
of Stirling Campus, Dollar Academy,
Pittencrieff Park Dunfermline, Springburn
Park the National Gallery of Modern
Art, Kinfauns Castle Perth, Edmonstone
Policies Edinburgh, the site of the Battle of
Bannockburn, the quadrangle at St Salvators
College, St Andrews. Ian is also involved
in major projects in both Scottish National
Parks.
In addition to being a Fellow of the
Landscape Institute, Ian has taught at
Glasgow School of Art, Heriot-Watt, Robert
Gordons and West of Scotland College. He
has also served as an external examiner
for many tertiary institutions. Ian is a past
Honorary Secretary of the Landscape
Institute and a past Chairman of the
Landscape Institute, Scotland.

Ian White is awarded the
Incorporation’s Honorary
Fellowship for services to
landscape design and Scotland’s
cities.
Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
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Obituaries
Robert (Bob) Logan RIAS

5 June 1943 to 2 November 2015

5 June 1943 to 2 November 2015

© Malcolm Cochrane

John M (Jack) Fulton FRIAS

Jack was a Glaswegian by birth but a proud

residential schemes and alterations to private

Born in 1939, Bob was brought up in the

Dundonian by adoption. He grew up in

homes. The practice won a number of Civic

Stockbridge colonies and attended George

Govan. One of his great passions in life, for

Trust and RIBA awards.

Heriots School. He studied for the diploma

sailing, started while he was at Ruchill Primary

For over forty years Jack was passionately

in architecture at Edinburgh College of Art

interested in sustainable urban forms. The

and was elected ARIBA in 1963. By 1979 he

poor living conditions of most of the peoples

was working in the Architects Department

structures, from Edinburgh College of Art

of the world concerned him deeply. He was

of Leech Homes in Falkirk. In 1984 he was

in 1967. He then worked for Dundee City

determined to find a solution – seeing this as

working for Bellway (Scotland) Ltd. Ten

Council, where he was in charge of a youth

his lifetime’s project as an architect. In 2010

years later he was an employee of the Miller

employment scheme on the renovation of

he wrote eloquently about his floating urban

Partnership in Edinburgh.

Mains Castle. He subsequently set up Arkos

structures concept in the RIAS Quarterly.

School.
Jack qualified, with a distinction in

Design Partnership with Philip Hainsworth

His concept may have seemed far-

Bob had many interests including
gardening, the Art Club, tropical fish and

and, in 1985, his own practice, Jack Fulton

fetched but his argument was strong and

photography but his greatest passion in life

Associates.

the need for solutions, however technically

was steam trains, both full size and modelling.

challenging, is undoubted. Jack secured a

A member of the Bo’ness and Kinneil railway

European patent for his idea in 2011.

and also the Strathspey Railway, he also

Jack served on the RIAS Education
Committee, was a Scottish Representative on
ARCUK and from 1991-1993 was President of
the DIA.
Jack also taught architectural technology

Jack’s life was full, his interests many.
He was an extraordinary man, delightful
company, always opinionated, but equally

enjoyed making model trains and railway
buildings.
Over the past 20 plus years, Bob suffered

at Abertay University and served as a

almost always witty, charming and kind.

with Parkinson’s disease. His wife, Isabel

research fellow in urban design at Hull and a

He loved architecture, travel (particularly

and their two sons showed great love and

lecturer at the Dundee School.

to Paris), sailing, Guinness and music – he

devotion in caring for him through his long

had a very good singing voice. But he most

illness.

His built works included the visitor
centre at Dundee Botanic Gardens, the

particularly loved his wife Kathleen, his

restoration of the Globe Bar in Dundee

daughter Kate and his grandchildren.

and a specialisation in funeral parlours and
mortuary facilities. Jack Fulton Associates also
undertook numerous tenement restorations,

Obituary information supplied by the family

Obituary supplied by Bob’s family
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Obituaries
John Armstrong Lane PPRIAS
7 April 1935 to 18 October 2015
In 1965 he was a member of the Glasgow at
a Glance team for Andrew McLaren Young
and Archie Doak’s hugely important and
pioneering guide to Glasgow’s buildings.
Dumbarton County Offices was
completed in 1965. John then specialised in
designing schools, including the competition
winning Kirkhill Primary School in Broxburn.
He was also involved in the very early days
of community architecture, working with
housing associations on both rehabilitation
and new-build projects. He also worked on
a range of other building types, including
church restoration work which he found
particularly enjoyable.
In the 1960s and 70s, John taught one day
a week at Glasgow School of Art and gave an
annual series of lectures at Strathclyde. He
was a Part 3 examiner.
John was President of the GIA from
1981-83 and President of the RIAS from
1984-86. He was an ARCUK Council member,
President of Glasgow Art Club; served on
the management committee of Key Housing
Society and from 1993 sat on the Architects
Benevolent Society Council, becoming its
Vice-Chair in 1997 and Chair in 2001.
He was also a member of the Worshipful
Company of Chartered Architects and was
elected a Freeman of the City of London.
In 1962 he married Patricia Fletcher, a
pharmacist. They had two daughters. After
retirement, he moved to Gatehouse-of-Fleet
in Galloway and enjoyed spending more time
John Lane PPRIAS by Priscilla Dorward
© RIAS

with his family.
In Galloway he also enjoyed walking,

Colourful and charismatic RIAS Past

department. During this time he met Duncan

trout fishing, golf competitions (of the non-

President John Armstrong Lane, has died after

Bremner and Dennis Garnett who were also

architectural kind) and extensive foreign

a short illness, aged 80. Born in Leicester and

serving with the RAF. In 1960 they jointly

travel. He could always be picked out in

educated at Ashby-de-la-Zouche Grammar

won the competition for Dumbarton County

crowd because of his sometimes bold choice

School, John studied at Leicester School of

Council offices. The following year, they

in suits and colourful bow ties.

Architecture from 1952-57. In 1958 he took a

formed Lane Bremner & Garnett.

post with Gollins, Melvin, Ward & Partners in

In 1962 John won the Arthur Cates Prize

John is survived by Patricia, his daughters,
Dawn, a surveyor and Sonia, an architect,

London, working as an architectural assistant

for his work on single-storey, wide-span

his grandsons Logan and Keith and his

on a hospital project.

buildings. He was also highly commended in

granddaughters Ailsa and Charlotte.

From 1959 to 1960 he undertook his

1964 for the Alexander Thomson Travelling

national service with the RAF, working in

Scholarship. The following year he was

the drawing office of the building and works

awarded the RA’s Herbert Baker Scholarship.
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Robert (Robin) William Marwick RIAS
20 August 1936 to 10 May 2015
Holidays in interesting and sometimes
exotic places, with wife, Fiona were among
Robin’s greatest pleasures in his later years.
However, most family holidays were spent
in Kilchattan Bay, Isle of Bute, where many
happy hours were spent fishing from his boat
and walking the family dog as well as having
fun with the children.
He is survived by wife Fiona, his daughter,
two sons and five grandchildren.

Robert Marwick, known as Robin, an only
child, lived all of his life in Coatbridge.
He also spent all of his working life in
the same practice, James Davidson and
Sons, which he joined as an apprentice
aged 17, retiring as Principal in 2002 aged
65. He studied on the part-time course at
the Glasgow School of Art, while working
during the day. The architectural practice
spanned residential developments, local
authority projects, swimming baths, churches,
commercial and industrial premises and
theatres.
However, Robin had many other
interests. He was a life- long supporter of
Albion Rovers, at one time being Chairman. In
addition he was club historian and published
two books about his beloved Rovers. His
archive will soon be available on “the net”.
He was a dedicated Rotarian, Community
Councillor, Member of the local Hospital
Board and, an active Justice of the Peace. For
many years he was a keen tennis player and
in the last few years enjoyed bowling, both
indoor and outdoor.
A committed Christian, he was property
convener of his local church for 40 years
and later of Hamilton Presbytery. He was
also Property Consultant to Hamilton
Presbytery, one of his keen interests being
the conservation and restoration of historic
properties.

Obituary supplied by the family

Obituaries which are read out
at RIAS Council are published
in RIAS Quarterly
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Contacting RIAS
By telephone

By fax

By email

By post

+44 (0) 131 229 7545

+44 (0) 131 228 2188

info@rias.org.uk

15 Rutland Square
Edinburgh
eh1 2be

Carol-Ann Hildersley
Senior Manager: Secretary and
Treasurer’s Office

Louise McLeod
Senior Manager: Finance and
Administration

Maryse Richardson
Senior Manager: Practice

childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the
Secretary’s and President’s offices,
oversight of communications and
events, administration and minuting
of PPC and Council, research, CoEditor of RIAS Quarterly. Delivery of
RIAS communications, events and
awards.

lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible
for all human resource and central
services functions including
finance, audit, salaries, pensions,
member pensions, annual contracts,
insurances, personnel, recruitment,
membership, staff management, IT,
health & safety, the building.

mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice
Services, secretariat for RIAS Practice
committees and production of
quarterly Practice Information, legal
and contractual queries, maintaining
the RIAS suite of Standard Forms,
managing dispute resolution expert
panels, management of conservation
and sustainability accreditation.

Liz Baillie
Project Officer: Festival 2016 p/t

Stuart Bryce
Manager: Bookshop p/t

Elaine Dobie
Practice Administrator

Karen Cunningham
Director: Festival 2016 p/t

liz.baillie@rias.org.uk
Joined: July 2015. Project management
and delivery of specific major content
of the 2016 Festival programme,
co-ordination of the public appeal
and expert panel liaison on Scotstyle,
taking direction from the Festival
Director and from RIAS.

bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: September 2012. Managing
RIAS Bookshop, including sales
of architectural appointments,
certificates, administrations forms
and up-to-date and archived building
contracts. Telephone, website and
direct sale to members and the public
of RIAS publications and a wide range
of architectural books.

edobie@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2013. Practice Services
support, administers conservation
and sustainability accreditation
schemes and the RIAS Energy Design
Certification Scheme. Co-ordinates
the e-PI Bulletin, Practice Services
website updates and online research.

karen.cunningham@rias.org.uk
Joined: February 2015. Overall
direction of the Festival with specific
responsibility for staffing, funding
oversight, media relations, planning
and delivery of core programme,
PR and marketing. Co-ordination of
the Festival partnershp forum and
support for partner activity.

Jon Jardine
Graphic/IT Designer: RIAS and
Festival 2016

Maureen Johnstone
Senior Finance and Administration
Assistant

Hayley Kyle
Finance and Administration
Assistant

Marilyn Leishman
Receptionist / Bookshop Assistant
p/t

jon.jardine@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2014. All RIAS graphic
and IT design, marketing productions
and co-ordinating approach across
all platforms and continuity in visual
productions and publications,
particularly RIAS Quarterly, core
aspects of the 2016 programme,
coordination of inputs.

mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for
finance and central services, financial
processing and filing, coordination of
internal room bookings, oversight of
RIAS catering and meeting set-ups,
assisting membership, post and mail,
management of office recycling.

hayley.kyle@rias.org.uk
Joined: July 2015. To provide
additional support to finance and
central services functions, financial
processing and filing, assisting with
catering and meeting set-ups, post
and mail and to provide cover for
reception and other departments.

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with
incoming calls, meeting and greeting,
opening and logging mail for
distribution, ordering stationery
and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings
file, bookshop cover and support.

Senior Management

Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
Secretary and Treasurer
nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of
RIAS policy, governance, business
planning and budgets. Overall
responsibility for the Incorporation’s
membership services, Consultancy,
Practice Services, accreditation
schemes, events, publications,
outreach, political liaison, CPD,
educational initiatives and awards.

Staff
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Staff continued

Sabrina Leruste
Co-ordinator: Festival 2016

Veronica Low
Manager: Commercial

sabrina.leruste@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2015. RIAS and
partner programme development
and delivery and development and
co-ordination of Festival content,
taking direction from RIAS and
working closely with the Festival
Director. Venue planning, contracts
and event liaison on all content.

vlow@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2011. Advertising sales
and sponsorship for the RIAS
Quarterly. Sale and distribution of
RIAS publications and space rentals
in Rutland Square. Also responsible
for sponsorship liaison for RIAS
events and the 2016 Festival of
Architecture.

Sheree Ramage
Co-ordinator: Festival 2016

Charlene Rankin
Manager: Membership / RIAS
Consultancy

Lorraine Sutherland
Senior Receptionist / Bookshop
Assistant p/t

crankin@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2002. Management
of Membership and Members’
data, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish
Community Projects Fund, Architect
in the Hoose (charity fundraising
campaign) and the RIAS Clients
Advisory Service.

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with
incoming calls, meeting and greeting,
opening and logging mail for
distribution, ordering stationery
and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings
file, general administration duties.
Bookshop cover and support.

Marjorie Appleton FRIAS
Practice Services Consultant p/t

Brian Moore Hon FRIAS
Director: Consultancy p/t

mappleton@rias.org.uk
Joined September 2010. Advises on
Practice Information and matters
relating to its publication, content
and delivery. Oversees the content,
design and development of all
technical information issued to
practices and chartered practices.

bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of
architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects
and improving procurement in
architecture by ensuring value-based
selection procedures in all RIAS
Competitions.

Eleanor McAllister OBE Hon
FRIAS
Director: RIAS Centenary p/t

sheree.ramage@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2015. RIAS and
partner programme development
and delivery and development and
co-ordination of Festival content,
taking direction from RIAS and
working closely with the Festival
Director. Venue planning, contracts
and event liaison on all content.

Emma Lucas
Communications and Events
Assistant
emma.lucas@rias.org.uk
Joined: July 2015. Event Management,
internal communication including
website content management,
editorial assistance for RIAS
Quarterly, e-bulletins, media
monitoring, awards coordination.
Responsible for Online Directory and
job ads.

Janet Nixon
Manager: SBCC p/t
jnixon@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2014. Ensuring that
the RIAS contract for the Scottish
Building Contract Committee’s
endeavours is effectively delivered,
including new contracts, online
provision, annual lecture and annual
conference. Support for SBCC
Drafting Committee and Board.

Lily
Office Dog p/t
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to
maintain a stress-free working
environment, occasionally enliven
meetings and ensure a focus on the
key agenda priorities (biscuits and
sandwiches). Introduces a Zen-like
calm by generally wandering about
and sleeping under desks.

Advisors

eleanor.mcallister@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2015. Overall
charge of the Under One Roof
website project and steering all RIAS
Centenary events and publications.

John Norman Hon FRIAS
Accountant p/t
jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget,
quarterly accounts and detaied
reporting to Council, annual statutory
accounts for RIAS charity and RIAS
Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger
management/supervision, RIAS/RIBA
membership reconciliations, annual
audit, payroll issues, other tax and
financial issues, as required.
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However complicated the roof access,
we’ll help you out
There’s no British or European standard for roof hatches, but you do have a legal obligation*
to ensure adequate equipment is installed.
That’s why we at Bilco put so much effort into guiding you through all the essential design
considerations. We’ll ensure safe access onto any roof, covering hatches, ladders, smoke vents
and safety products.
To find out more, simply visit our website and click on Bilco Assist.

BIM | CAD
Tel: 01284 701696 Fax: 01284 702531 www.bilcouk.com email: bilcouk@bilco.com
*Working at Height Regulation 2005 and Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007

Multi-Comfort
Buildings
We spend up to 90% of our time indoors.
So the buildings we live, work or play in
every day have a significant impact on our
comfort, health and wellbeing. Imagine
a building that’s not just good for the
environment, but good for you.

Delivering
solutions for
sustainable
buildings

Learn more at
www.saint-gobain.scot

The many faces of Saint-Gobain operating in Scotland

Sustainable
Building Solutions
Saint-Gobain is the reference for
sustainable habitat providing
a range of innovative and highperformance product solutions for
all areas of the built environment
- whether it’s the construction
of a new housing estate, school,
hospital or office development or the
renovation of existing homes.

Learn more at www.saint-gobain.scot or call 07803 146295

Peace of mind.
For thirty years RIAS Insurance Services has offered
professional indemnity insurance that provides peace of mind
(one less thing to trip-up on!).

For further information contact Susan Riccio,
RIAS Insurance Services, Orchard Brae House, 30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 2HS
Tel: 0131 311 4212 Fax: 0131 311 4280 susan.riccio@marsh.com
RIASIS is a trading name of Marsh Ltd. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

