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regulars // FROM THE PRESIDENT

‘and finally...’
It seems odd to be penning my last column as President of the
Incorporation. Yet, in time honoured fashion, on the 13th May
at the RIAS Convention at 2.20pm (not that I’m counting!) my
Presidency comes to an end. With due and appropriate ceremonial,
I will pass the badge of office to my successor, the estimable former
Aberdeen Society of Architects President, Sholto Humphries. Two
years ago one architectural wag described this formal transfer of
office as the passing of the “golden tamagotchi”. I must confess that
I have some empathy with the sentiment and have endeavoured
throughout my Presidency to don the (rather substantial) badge
of office only when it was absolutely necessary.
Of course the RIAS President’s medal, crafted by the
great Glasgow sculptor, Benno Schotz over eight decades ago,
symbolises the office of President, emphasising the fact that,
while its stewardship is transitory, the Presidency is a continuum.
In all those photographs which have graced this magazine over
the last two years (and there are a plethora in this issue!) of the
handshake with incoming Fellows, Honorary Fellows, dignitaries,
ambassadors, ministers and even international Presidents, the
ceremonial aspect of the office has been to the fore. Alongside the
more workaday aspects of the President’s task, the ceremonial
duties are an intermittent pleasure. However, crucially for the RIAS,
they are about the role the Incorporation plays in public life. In one
sense I suppose its all marketing and promotion, but crucially it
is about engaging and involving members of the profession and
senior individuals from the worlds of culture, business and politics
in the Incorporation’s mission.
Reflecting on the last two years, initially there is a certain
sense of “more of the same”. My predecessors over the decades
have judged awards, chaired meetings, introduced distinguished
speakers, met with international representatives and politicians
and supervised the governance of the Incorporation. Looking
back through my Presidential diaries, there are a number of events
which do stand out as highlights. Our annual conventions are
always memorable. At both Dundee and Stirling, our delegates
enjoyed the company of speakers of international calibre from
home and abroad. In Dundee, on my first day of office, I gained
an early appreciation of the special privileges that come with the
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office of President when the RIAS Secretary took the only available
taxi from the Caird Hall back to the Convention hotel, leaving me
to enjoy the infinite charms of Dundee’s varied climate, amid a
torrential downpour!
The RIBA and Doolan Awards, which I have been privileged
to judge, have demonstrated the extraordinary standards
being achieved by Scottish architects in all parts of the country,
particularly remarkable in an economic and procurement climate
where too little emphasis is placed on quality. The company of
excellent architect and lay judges on these awards visits has been
continuously rewarding, entertaining and informative.
Within the first few weeks of my Presidency, I met with the then
Minister for Architecture, Mike Russell and the Cabinet Secretary,
John Swinney. Subsequently I have enjoyed constructive meetings
with Tavish Scott and Iain Gray and even attended a reception at 10
Downing Street. Of course, for much of my term, our Minister has
been Fiona Hyslop. Her support for both the Doolan Award and
the recent visit of President Maragall went well beyond ministerial
duty, indicating personal engagement with architecture and the
Incorporation’s endeavours, which was gratifying.
Internationally, I have enjoyed an informal meeting with the
President of the UIA, hosted a dinner at 15 Rutland Square for
the Dutch Ambassador and enjoyed the company of the Swiss
Consul General, Reto Renggli on several memorable occasions.
In September 2010, through Reto’s good offices, a group of RIAS
and Scottish Government representatives undertook a visit to
Switzerland which has informed much subsequent discussion with
civil servants and politicians. The more recent presentations of a
Lifetime Achievement Award to Jonathan Speirs and Honorary
Fellowships to Sharon McCord and President Pasqual Maragall
gave me very particular pleasure.
There is always the hope when taking on any new job that
significant change will be achieved during your tenure. The role
of RIAS President is no different. If charged to say what has
changed in the RIAS over the last two years, I suppose the most
visible difference for most of our members is this very magazine.
The need for a high quality publication serving the interests of
architects in Scotland has been much discussed over the years

and was strongly advocated by our Communications and Events
Committee. Although much of our communication these days is
online, the feedback I get from members is that the vast majority
enjoy the varied contents of this journal, find its technical
information useful and also appreciate the RIAS equivalent of the
society pages, filled with pictures of their comrades.
The magazine would be nothing without the huge efforts
and generosity of those members who contribute, without
remuneration, to its pages. Stuart Campbell’s drawings are always
a highlight. The magazine creates a virtuous circle from much
of the RIAS’ activity. It records success in awards, reports the
excellent endeavours of our Cross Party Group at the Parliament
and provides a variety of stimulating interviews and features
alongside technical and business information, much of which is,
in engineering terms, “primary load bearing”.
In the early days of my Presidency, my predecessor, Arnie Dunn
and a group of other distinguished Past Presidents supported me
in our negotiations with the RIBA towards a new Partnership
Agreement. That agreement determines the basis upon which joint
membership subscriptions are divided and how each organisation
operates in a mutually supportive way in our respective territories.
Our current agreement is fair, robust and durable, cementing our
most important relationship. The current RIBA President, Ruth
Reed and her predecessor Sunand Prasad both deserve thanks for
their vital roles in this positive endeavour.
A further lengthy and complex negotiation has been with
the Scottish Futures Trust. As many members will be aware, the
Futures Trust’s ‘HubCo’ network is a mechanism for procuring
public sector work through designated HubCo contractors.
One, perhaps unintended, consequence of this process is the
potential exclusion of locally-based architects, co-professionals
and contractors from much local work. Our proposal to remedy
this was a raising of the threshold above which work will be
undertaken by the HubCo organisations. I remain optimistic that
the last act of my Presidency will be signing off an agreement
which significantly raises this threshold, thus benefiting small to
medium scale architectural practices the length and breadth of
Scotland for many years to come.

malcolm cochrane
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My final thoughts at the end of my report card on the last two
years, are a little more personal. The role of President depends
upon the support of staff and the involvement and commitment
of many RIAS members if anything at all is to be achieved. The
Incorporation benefits hugely from the commitment of its Council
members and the many others who participate in its Committees
and contribute to the huge volume of materials generated every
year by the Incorporation in support of the profession. Without
their knowledge, expertise and enthusiastic engagement the
organisation simply couldn’t deliver. On reflection, my term
as President has been extraordinarily busy but personally very
rewarding. I owe a huge thank you to the very many who have
assisted and guided me during my term. It has been a pleasure and
a privilege to serve.

david dunbar, president rias
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REGULARS // ARCHIVAL
55 Years Ago
Architectural Prospect No 2
May 1956
This extract is taken from an article entitled
“Old and New” by Colin McWilliam.

FROM
OUR
ARCHIVE
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON
FRIAS, A FORMER EDITOR OF
THE RIAS MEMBERS’ JOURNAL
CONTINUES HIS REGULAR
SERIES
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‘Traditional or contemporary?’ This is the
stupid question, which intelligent people
ask as soon as they are introduced to an
architect. Unfortunately it is a necessary
one. To say ‘I think the Unité is wonderful’ or
‘I adore Lutyens’ is to run the risk of having
to listen to a long defence of whichever side
this particular architect happens to be on
and a much longer attack on the supporters
of the opposite school.
Of course the best answer is ‘Both’. If
an architect confesses to being traditional
and contemporary at once, he knocks the
bottom out of a perennial argument and
brings back a proper meaning to these two
ill-used words. ‘Traditional’ no longer means
applied half timbering and misapplied
orders, and contemporary, losing its capital
letter, simply implies that an architect keeps
in touch with his - well, contemporaries.
Wilful distinction between today and
yesterday is immediately made to seem out
of date.
Unlike the musician or the painter, who
need never hear a note of classical music

or visit a single gallery, the architect is
necessarily exposed to the influence of his
predecessor’s work. He will have grown up
in his father’s house and walked about in
his hometown, and will probably have been
forcibly fed with historic monuments and
beauty spots. In short, he will be loaded
with the vaguer sort of sentiments and
associations on the subject of architecture.
For the layman [the consumer] these
associations are perfectly valid. They are
part of the purpose of architecture. In the
architect [the producer] they are still of
value, but must be severely disciplined. If
he is charmed or repelled by the sight of a
building, it is his business to know why.
In the case of individual buildings,
the progress of a design may often be
traced in existing records, through all
the intermediate stages of first sketches,
disputes with committees, structural
setbacks and all other hazards, right up to
the point when architect, client and builder
agreed to fuse their ideas into the final unity
that can now be seen.
Examination of these histories not only
shows how success [or failure] has been
arrived at; it also has the healthy effect
– when one reads of the extraordinary
handicaps, accidents and caprices which
past architects have somehow managed
to mould into a product that seems to us
to have been original and progressive –
of blowing sky-high one’s respect for the
sort of rigid architectural theory that has
always tempted the architect to let others
do his thinking for him. And never was the
temptation greater than it is today. If it is
one’s ambition [as surely it should be] to
make architectural history, there is a lot
to be learnt from how it has been done
before.
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Architectural Prospect No 26
Winter / Spring 1986
Extract from “Scotland, Now” by Roger
Emmerson

…The over-riding impression is one of
discontinuity. There is a historical process
and Scottish architecture features
somewhere in it. But for whatever reason –
seemingly more exciting or exotic imports,
more work, acquiescence in the face of
stylistic change or the loss of Scotland as
an idea – interest is temporary and when
awakened tends to return to the same
prototypes. These are adopted wholesale
with no real attempt to understand how
they might be adapted or transformed
as part of a living tradition and one of
the particular disappointments of the
current Scottish scene has been the lack
of contemporary architecture with the
same stamp of regional authority as that
produced elsewhere in the world.
One explanation for this may be that in
recent years such architecture in Scotland
has been a practice led phenomenon with
all the attendant pressures that day-to-day
practice brings. The easy solution in this
situation may be preferable for a whole
host of reasons and provides, perhaps, the

basis for the proliferation of pastiche over
the last 25 years; the Pittenweem syndrome
of the sixties; Brick Bulletin-itis of the
seventies; or terminal Post Modern whimsy
in the eighties.
In recent months Charles McKean,
Andy MacMillan, Richard Emerson and
Colin McWilliam have discussed what
constitutes Scottish Architecture. McKean
was clearly keen to discover a tradition,
MacMillan not particularly convinced that
it mattered, Emerson obsessed with the
Glasgow/Edinburgh split and McWilliam
still a modernist at heart, but all were able
to elucidate and independently agree on
certain key features. These were the old
faithfuls: seemingly functional planning;
mass construction; verticality; asymmetric
elevations; bare walls; punched out
windows and elaborated upper levels. The
facility with which they and we reel them
off convinces us that we know whereof we
speak, but at root, our seeming inability to
effect satisfactory transformations of these
elements underlines our transitory interest
and suggests that the cultural base for such
a conceit as a Scottish Architecture may no
longer exist.

1 Year Ago
RIAS Quarterly no 1; Spring 2010
Extract from an interview with Robert
Steedman OBE FRIAS.
…Bob recalls that much of the teaching was
about “loosening up and sketching” and that
the school at that time was a “wonderful mix
of artists, sculptors and printmakers.”
After their third year at the college,
Steedman and Jim Morris embarked on
a European sojourn, which started with a
shared journey “all the way to the Acropolis
on a motorbike.” Steedman headed to Zurich
to work for the renowned Swiss architect
and academic Alfred Roth [1903 -1998].
For the two young Scots for whom
“Corbusier was God” Roth’s background in
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INTERVIEW

ROBERT STEEDMAN OBE FRIAS

SILLITTO RESIDENCE INTERIOR, EDINBURGH, 1959
IT IS A MARK OF MORRIS & STEEDMAN’S STANDING
THAT HISTORIC SCOTLAND SELECTED THIS PRACTICE
AS THE SUBJECT OF THE FIRST IN THEIR NEW
SERIES OF “ARCHITECTS” PAMPHLETS. THEIR WORK,
PARTICULARLY AN UNRIVALLED CATALOGUE OF PRIVATE
HOUSE COMMISSIONS, IS CONSISTENTLY MODERN,
CONDITIONED BY A SHARED EDINBURGH TRAINING,
RESPONDING TO THE CHANGEABLE SCOTTISH CLIMATE
AND INFLUENCED BY THE EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN
INNOVATORS OF THE MID-TWENTIETH CENTURY.
JAMES MORRIS DIED IN 2006 AGED 75. ROBERT (BOB)

STEEDMAN, NOW 81, STILL CONTRIBUTES TO THE WORK
OF MORRIS STEEDMAN ASSOCIATES AS A CONSULTANT
AND TO FURTHERING THE STUDY AND UNDERSTANDING
OF ARCHITECTURE THROUGH HIS INVOLVEMENT IN
THE ROYAL SCOTTISH ACADEMY. AWARDED THE ROYAL
INCORPORATION’S LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD IN
2009, BOB STEEDMAN WAS AMONG THE FIRST OF THE
RIAS’ SENIOR MEMBERS TO BE INTERVIEWED BY RIAS
SECRETARY NEIL BAXTER ON FILM IN A NEW SERIES,
GENEROUSLY FUNDED BY HISTORIC SCOTLAND. THIS
ARTICLE IS DRAWN FROM THAT INTERVIEW.

30
Corbusier’s Paris atelier and his work with
Marcel Breuer were a connection with two
key strands of European modernism.
… By the early 1960’s Roth’s most notable
collaborator was Alvar Aalto and they worked
on a number of projects together. Steedman
recalls many chats with Aalto over coffee and
meetings with the historian Sigfried Giedion
and the architect/designer Max Bill.
After Zurich, Steedman and Morris
both won scholarships to the University of
Pennsylvania and spent two years studying
there under Professor McHarg. Among their
studio masters were Louis Kahn and Philip
Johnson, both remembered by Steedman
as thoroughly charming and inspirational.
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Architecture:

A Big Political Issue
The timing of this magazine, in the weeks leading up to the Scottish
Election, is propitious. Issuing our first Quarterly of 2011 in April
has enabled the Incorporation to invite Scotland’s party leaders
to give us selected highlights of their respective manifestos for
architecture, the construction industry and the built environment.
Our approach in the design of the magazine’s cover and the layout
of this feature has been strictly alphabetical – by leader’s names.
Each was given the brief of producing around five hundred words
with an emphasis on procurement, improving opportunities and
achieving quality. We are very grateful to the five party leaders
for contributing to this journal. In doing so, they compliment the
Incorporation and its members.
In the weeks leading up to an election, quite understandably,
each of our senior politicians is keen to accentuate the positive.
Perhaps predictably their separate agendas for architecture adhere
to long established and well understood party lines. There is some
common ground but fundamental differences in emphasis - and
proposals for change.
Annabel Goldie, for the Scottish Conservatives, strongly
advocates a shift from what she perceives as an overdependence
on public investment. The positive alternative, she argues,
is encouraging growth in the private sector and creating an
economic and planning climate which facilitates enterprise. She
also acknowledges that improvements in the built environment
will enhance the quality of life for all of Scotland’s people.
For Scottish Labour, Iain Gray is focussed upon shared values
and an enhanced public investment regime. He argues that
the architectural profession sits at a “critical juncture” between
the creative industries and economic performance. He extends
the ‘improved built environment is good for you’ thesis, seeing
architecture as a vehicle for furthering the common good and
engendering community. Gray also reiterates his undertaking to
scrap the Scottish Futures Trust.
For the Scottish Greens, Patrick Harvie proposes a land value
tax to promote development. While acknowledging that VAT is a
reserved matter, he advocates a zero VAT regime for home repairs.
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He also sees post-occupancy assessments as a mechanism for
improving quality and the increased use of sustainably sourced
timber as a beneficial long term strategy.
Alex Salmond, for the SNP, emphases his awareness of the
potential downsides of centralised commissioning of public
projects in reduced opportunities for practices to compete and
the poor quality of many PFI projects. He argues however that, by
improving the speed and efficiency of the planning process, the
SNP Government has greatly increased the number of new council
houses delivered. He is also keen to develop better competition
mechanisms – to enable architects to compete for all public
commissions.
The Scottish Liberal Democrat leader, Tavish Scott, questions
the efficacy of the planning system and advocates fairer public
procurement and local sourcing. Bureaucracy and an increasingly
litigious climate are, he argues, profoundly damaging to public
procurement. Strengthening the construction industry, a crucial
component in a sustainable economic future, will, he stresses,
require investment in skills and improved practical education.
All five party leaders acknowledge that a high quality built
environment is a very desirable goal. Each proposes different
routes to improving architectural commissioning. There are many
seductive arguments here, some radical proposals and some very
sound propositions to improve one of Scotland’s key industries
and hence the quality of life for all Scots.
Our party leaders’ engagement with the complexities of
architecture and procurement bodes well for Scotland. Whatever
happens on May 5th, our elected representatives can be assured
that the Incorporation will continue to be a reliable consultee,
an information resource and a closely engaged lobbying body on
all built environment matters. We look forward to continuing
engagement through our Cross Party Group, our awards and the
many other initiatives where we work alongside Scotland’s MSPs.
Neil Baxter, Secretary & Treasurer
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ANNABEL GOLDIE
SCOTTISH CONSERVATIVES

The Scottish Conservatives are passionate about
Scotland’s built environment, which is undoubtedly one
of the jewels in our nation’s crown. From our historic monuments
through to World Heritage sites such as Edinburgh New Town
and modern wonders like the Falkirk Wheel, Scotland’s built
environment is a joy to behold for tourists and Scots alike.
In terms of policy, the priority for architecture, as with every
other sector, must be a strong and robust economy, generating
the wealth which is essential to the long term health of the
sector. To this end the Scottish Conservatives are passionate
about re-balancing Scotland’s economy away from its historic
over dependence on the public sector and breathing new life into
enterprise and entrepreneurship.
To do this we need to take concrete action to reduce the cost
and red tape associated with doing business in Scotland. Over
the course of the previous Parliament the Scottish Conservatives
successfully fast-tracked the introduction of cuts in non-domestic
rates and we will be equally robust in boosting business growth
going forward.
In terms of the built environment specifically, planning policy
is undoubtedly the key. To this end it is vital that we have a system
that is sufficiently robust so as to maintain the high standards we
have come to expect of Scottish architecture while at the same
time being flexible enough to ensure growth is in no way stifled.
It is certainly the case that the nature of our built environment is
a crucial determinant of quality of life and we would encourage all
local authorities to do what they can to maintain and enhance the
aesthetic appeal of their neighbourhoods.
On behalf of the Scottish Conservatives I pay tribute to the
contribution made by all who work in the built environment sector
and give an assurance of my party’s ongoing support in
the future.

iain gray

SCOTTISH labour party
The next Scottish Government, of whatever political
hue, will be required to deliver the highest of standards
on the tightest of budgets. Most members and associates of the
RIAS will recognise that brief. A central challenge will be to ensure
that we do not squeeze out so much of what is good in our public

sphere: the principle of community benefit, the focus on common
good and the pursuit of shared progressive values. In its best days
our architecture makes those words real and sets the positive
patterns of our lives around them. I often reflect on how the best
moments of our political discourse are formed by the physicality
of Miralles’ Parliament. That is a standard to which we can all rise.
I have spoken much over the last three years of the failings
of the current Scottish Government when it comes to investment
in infrastructure. The cancellation of vital building projects has
chocked off the pipeline of public procurement that forms the
base-load of work for so much of your industry. I am committed
to getting Scotland building again and designing again. Your
profession lies at the critical juncture of the creative industries and
the bricks and mortar of our modern and future economy.
I want to promote excellence in design and architecture, helping
to foster civic pride and building spaces in which people want to
live and work. We know that the built environment impacts on
people’s overall well-being and feeling of community. Scotland’s
towns and cities have undergone a renaissance in the recent
past by placing great value on good design and by recapturing an
understanding of the human impacts, both positive and negative,
of the built environment.
In the last four years, the value of new public investment
projects has fallen from £1.3 billion to just £135 million in 2010.
Over 25,000 construction workers have lost their jobs because the
Scottish Futures Trust was left to re-invent itself at leisure from
an imaginary funding model into a procurement agency. Private
sector completions are at their lowest level since the early 1980s.
It will take time to bring a substantial capital program back on
stream, but scrapping the SFT will be the first step to make that
happen.
We know that in the Scottish architecture sector, we have a
reservoir of expertise and skills that are second-to-none. This
professionalism and our indigenous skills should be given the
support necessary to benefit from competitive public procurement
and tendering. Better training opportunities and improved
collaboration with our universities and professional bodies can
further build the skills base.
Both the public and private sectors should work towards a
better understanding of the importance of quality design - from
housing estates to cultural buildings. Effective design policies,
frameworks and guidance will foster the construction of high
quality public buildings and public spaces. Constructive and
continuous dialogue between the sector, the Scottish Government
and private companies is vital.
Architecture and design has a key role to play in our goal of
integrating the principles of sustainable development in urban
design, building design and landscape architecture. Responding to
climate change and utilising technological advances should be at
the forefront of our minds. Building and promoting sustainable
communities will be central to achieving a low-carbon, greener
future.
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Through principles of sustainable development we can
deliver design and planning management that is beneficial to our
communities. High standards in all areas of the built environment
can and should be for the public benefit of all.
We have committed to support the V&A at Dundee, not just as
a design led regeneration project in its own right, but as a facility
for Scotland to use to place design at the heart of our future plans.
We will continue to support outstanding architecture education in
our universities. We will work to deliver a Commonwealth Games
in 2014 that leaves a great physical legacy. We will work with your
industry to help us build the better economy Scotland wants and
needs. A tough brief all round – working together we
can make it happen.

patrick harvie

growing timbers suitable for use with the new technologies being
developed. This of course is a long term strategy, something which
would need to be implemented over the next 20 to 50 years.
Recent experience suggests that the best planning and
architecture grows out of discussions of values rather than simply
consideration of cost. We would encourage government to adopt
this approach in all public procurement. We do not think that
the charette model of consultation, as presently practiced, gives
enough opportunity for high quality consultation over a long
enough period of time, but it is a good start. In general planning
policy we have a lot to learn from the continent, particularly from
the Netherlands.
Finally, developments such as the Waterfront in Edinburgh
and the Clyde Gateway in Glasgow could be vastly improved if we
adopted regulation, rather than issuing mere guidance. That would
require a set number of different architects, depending on the size
of the development, in order to produce variety and interest within
an overall masterplan.

SCOTTISH green party

Orders for new housing are in the doldrums. What
builders need are customers. The Scottish Green Party
would introduce a land value tax in Scotland which would boost
housing by giving incentives to the owners of vacant land and
empty property to earn revenue from the land they hold.
There have been supporters of LVT in Labour, the SNP and the
LibDem ranks for years and that support appears to be growing.
Glasgow City Council recently conducted research on LVT and
after 12 years of campaigning we may finally be able to see its
implementation in Scotland in the new session of the Parliament.
The Green party also place a priority on improving the
affordability of housing. We favour the removal of VAT from all
house repairs and home insulation, although we recognise that this
is a reserved matter. However, we will insist on higher standards
of insulation and air tightness to be brought in over the lifetime of
the next Parliament.
Our low carbon building policy would ensure that revamped
guidance on materials is introduced to cover all local authority and
government institutions. We would further insist that the training
and status of building control officers is improved and that detailed
post-occupancy assessments are carried out on all new buildings –
at present no assessment is required until a home is sold.
Looking further ahead, we are keen to promote wood as a
key building material of the future. Following on from research
from Napier and Heriot-Watt Universities, we would like to see
the Brettstaple construction techniques and other exciting new
technologies adopted.
There is also a need to develop a long-term strategy with the
co-operation of universities, the construction industry, architects,
the Forestry Commission and the Forest Industries Group to map
out a planting strategy capable of producing a variety of quick
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alex salmond
SCOTTISH national party

The issue facing any government is how to adapt to a
new world in an environmentally and economically
sustainable way. In this short space, let me try and cover some of
the key ideas.
Our built environment is an asset. The Victorian splendour
of Glasgow, the Georgian glory of Edinburgh, the distinctive
longhouse of the Highlands all add to our appeal as a place to
live in and to visit. We are lucky to have a significant number of
architectural practices which can add to that tradition today –
when I think of the Housing Expo in Inverness last year, of a new
ferry shelter here, a new gallery there and some great additions to
our university and NHS building stock, then our bricks and mortar
speak of confidence and invention.
I do understand there are fears that centralised commissioning
of new government projects could exclude practices from bidding.
We are alert to that. I also believe much of what has been erected
in PFI schemes leaves much to be desired in terms of quality. I
recognise that, while this government has erected over a 3,300
council houses while the last Labour one only managed six and
is committed to a further 5,000 over the next parliament, there is
still a long way to go in matching construction rates to demand.
Some of that is related to land availability, but I am glad that
we have dramatically improved the speed and efficiency of the
planning process.
The issue moving ahead is how to construct more
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environmentally sound housing (though the improvement rate in
that regard has been profound since devolution) and how to tap
sustainable energy sources for our domestic and commercial need.
Further, we must be wise in the balance between the built and the
natural environment.
My view is that our architectural practices should be able to
compete for any public commission from the government or its
agencies. Further, we should nurture our creativity, measuring
ourselves against international examples and our architectural
schools are vital in that process. Our creativity is a global economic
asset and where possible the Scottish Government should support
the international ambition of our firms.
I am privileged in that my places of work are the glorious
Georgian Bute House on Charlotte Square, the 1930’s splendour
of St Andrew’s House and the endlessly surprising Parliament
Building, the invention and quality of which never ceases to
impress and remind me that aiming for the best is a
good rule in life – and politics!

tavish scott

SCOTTISH liberal democrats
Scotland is the nation that gave the world Charles Rennie
Mackintosh, Robert Adam and William Playfair. I want
three architects working in Scotland today to create that stamp,
nationally and across the globe. I want a lot more than three, but
that would be a start! Architecture is important. At home, work,
shopping or at play, we are in and around buildings. Buildings need
design. Good design. That means architecture and lots more good
design.
I work in the Scottish Parliament. Plenty of architecture there!
I’ve employed a Shetland architect to build-on to my home. And
the best visit I made last year? To the Housing Expo in Inverness.
Lots of design, wrapped around keeping homes warm with better
and better ways to design in insulation, comfort and space while
keeping costs down. With the Scottish climate and crude oil at
$100+ that has to be a shared agenda for architects and politicians
alike. So whether it’s a new home, an iconic public building or the
new Forth Road Bridge, good design must be built in.
So here are my solutions for Scotland that a new Scottish
Government should work on.
An efficient planning framework: why did an Inverness
tourism development take nine months to be approved? You
will have many, and worse, examples. We need better, both for
Scotland’s construction industry, but also to deliver our economic
sustainable growth ambitions for Scotland. Scotland’s Council
planning departments have to realise they are part of that.
A fair public procurement programme: I don’t believe that

freezing out smaller architectural practices across Scotland as local
and national government, the health service and the rest bundle
jobs together so that only the biggest can pitch for them, is the
correct approach. Yet that’s what’s happened over the past four
years.
We would change procurement in the public sector to create
real opportunities, keeping work local, employing local expertise
and ensuring better value for money. Saving money in tough times
is not about big being always best. Part of this new approach is
to minimise the endless bureaucracy, regulation and recourse to
litigation which dominates too many projects. Surely we can learn
the lesson from the Capital’s streets! In short, architects should
not be selected on cost alone.
Liberal Democrats will invest in the industry’s skills as Scotland
needs a trained workforce for economic growth. That starts with
restoring excellence to Scottish education, a key priority for the
Liberal Democrats in this election campaign. For those who seek
higher education, we will ensure Scottish universities retain their
competitive edge and produce the award-winning architects,
designers and engineers who can power Scottish recovery. We
have already pushed the current Government to support Scottish
colleges, so vital to the development of the skilled workforce on
which the construction industry is based. Aberdeen College’s state
of the art Construction Training Facility opened in March. It has
workshops and classrooms for joinery, electrical and plumbing
courses and will be training a whole new workforce for the North
East. That’s investing in the future. So whatever young people’s
best route into work is, we must and will do more.
If Liberal Democrats are part of the next Scottish Government,
then we will work closely with architects and the construction
industry to support our shared goal of improving the built
environment and creating jobs for what I want to be one of
Scotland’s most exciting, dynamic and world leading industries.
Creating work, restoring excellence in education and keeping vital
services local are all about building the solutions for
Scotland we all want.

the cross party group on architecture
and the built environment, which is jointly
promoted by rias and rtpi is our main regular
poltical forum. it will resume when the new
scottish government is convened.
Further details on CPGs in general can be
found by visiting the following web page:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/msp/
crossPartyGroups/list.htm
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presidential visit
From 24 - 27 February 2011 the Incorporation
played host to the former President of
Catalonia, Pasqual Maragall. Mr Maragall’s
formal invitation to Scotland was issued
by the Scottish Government’s Minister for
Culture and External Affairs, Fiona Hyslop
MSP. His four day visit was programmed
and organised by the Incorporation.
President Maragall and his wife, Diana,
were accompanied by David Mackay Hon
FRIAS and his wife Roser. David helped co-
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ordinate the visit and participated in ‘Q and
A’ events in Glasgow and Edinburgh. These
highlighted President Maragall’s pivotal role
in the physical transformation of Barcelona
in delivering the 1992 Olympics and his
enlightened commissioning of architects
towards achieving the city’s social and
economic transformation.
The visit combined elements of tourism,
including trips to the National Gallery,
Edinburgh Castle, Glasgow’s New Riverside

Museum and Commonwealth Games
facilities with a number of more formal
receptions. In the west, President Maragall
was met by Glasgow’s Lord Provost, Bob
Winter, who hosted the first ‘Q and A’ and a
Civic Reception.
The highlight of the visit was the second
‘Q and A’ event held in the Lower Signet
Library, hosted by David Dunbar PRIAS and
attended by the Minister, Fiona Hyslop. In
her response to a lively and enlightening
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neil baxter

opposite page: Pasqual Maragall hon frias and David Mackay hon frias
above: Fiona Hyslop msp, Minister for Culture and External Affairs;
Diana Maragall, Pat Lally Hon FRIAS, President Maragall Hon FRIAS,
Roser Mackay, Lord Provost Bob Winter, David Mackay Hon FRIAS;
President Maragall Hon FRIAS (in the First Minister’s seat) and Diana
Maragall; Neil Baxter, President Maragall Hon FRIAS and David Mackay
Hon FRIAS; President Pasqual Maragall Hon FRIAS
with marble bust of one of the fates
(Attributed to Antonio Montauti, National Gallery of Scotland)
overleaf: Front – Pasqual Maragall hon frias;
Back – David Dunbar PRIAS, David Mackay hon frias,
Fiona Hyslop MSP, Minister for Culture and External Affairs

‘Q and A’ from President Maragall and
David Mackay, the Minister highlighted the
affinities between Scotland and Catalonia
and the extent to which Barcelona has
become a template for major urban
regeneration projects throughout Europe.
Then, accompanied by the Minister, David
Dunbar presented the Incorporation’s
Honorary Fellowship to President Maragall
(citation overleaf).
Over a superbly sunny weekend, the

President’s party were given a guided tour
of Edinburgh by Mark Cousins RIAS and
visited St Andrews and the Fife coastal
villages accompanied by Professor Andy
MacMillan FRIAS and his wife, Angela.
The Incorporation is very grateful to
Andy Burrell FRIAS, Baillie Liz Cameron,
Mark Cousins RIAS, Carol Dunbar, Linda
Fabiani MSP Hon FRIAS, Nick Finnigan,
Ian Gilzean RIAS, Consul General Francisco
Javier Jimenez-Ugarte, Fiona Hyslop

MSP, Stefan King Hon FRIAS, Pat Lally
Hon FRIAS, Carol MacBain RIAS, Duncan
MacCallum, Andy MacMillan FRIAS,
Angela MacMillan, Deborah Mays, Josh
McGuire, Duncan McLean, Elaine Murray,
Alan Russell, Peter Russell, Les Scott RIAS,
Paul Weston, Aidan Weston-Lewis and
Lord Provost Bob Winter for their help in
organising and taking part in the events
during the President’s visit to Scotland.
Neil Baxter
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Citation - President Pasqual Maragall hon frias
Mayor of Barcelona December 1982 - September 1997
President of the Generalitat de Catalunya December 2003 - November 2006

Pasqual Maragall was born on the 13th
January 1941 in Barcelona, the third of eight
siblings. His grandfather was the renowned
Spanish poet Joan Maragall.
As a young man, Mr Maragall was an
active member of the Workers’ Front of
Catalonia and joined the left-wing, antiFranco, Popular Liberation Front. He studied Law and Economics at the University of
Barcelona between 1957 and 1964. After his
studies, he joined Barcelona City Council as
an economist and taught economic theory
at the University of Barcelona. Between 1971
and 1973, Mr Maragall lived in New York,
gaining his Master of Arts in Economics
from the New School University.
In 1973 Mr Maragall returned to
Barcelona City Council and the University.
His doctoral thesis was The Prices of Urban
Land. The Case of Barcelona (1948–1978). In
1974 he helped found the Socialist Party of
Catalonia, assuming particular responsibility
for municipal policy. In 1978, he was a
researcher and guest professor at the Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore (which later
awarded him an honorary doctorate).
In 1979, at the first democratic municipal
election for Barcelona City Council (after the
death of General Franco in 1975) Narcís Serra
became Mayor. Mr Maragall was appointed
Deputy Mayor for Administrative Reform
(and later for Taxation). On December 1,
1982 he succeeded Narcís Serra as Mayor
of Barcelona. Among his first significant
steps as Mayor was the delivery of a process
of urban improvement which included
establishing a series of modest area projects
with hard landscaping, artworks and
pavement cafes, significantly enlivening the
life of the city. Although undertaken at very
modest cost, this was among a number of
catalyst projects which ultimately led to a
programme of major architectural projects

and substantial inward investment, which
have hugely enhanced the environment of
Barcelona and significantly raised the status
of the city.
In 1986, the Catalan capital was chosen
to host the 1992 Summer Olympics. As
Mayor, Mr Maragall presided over the
organising committee. The 1992 Games
helped Barcelona to redefine itself as one
of the great cities of Europe. One crucial
architectural endeavour was Mr Maragall’s
invitation to Oriol Bohigas (MBM
Arquitectes) to masterplan the Olympic
Village. Mr Maragall personally oversaw the
complex political and planning process of
opening Barcelona up to the sea.
From 1988 to 1995 Pasqual Maragall was
a member of the Catalan Parliament. From
1991 to 1997, Pasqual Maragall was President
of the Council of Municipalities and
Regions of Europe. He actively promoted
the Eurocities Network (a grouping of 140
internationally minded regional centres
which includes Glasgow and Edinburgh)
and the C-6 Transborder Network. He was
also Vice-President of the International
Union of Local Authorities and from 1996
to 1998 was President of the Committee of
the Regions of the European Union.
In 1997, Pasqual Maragall resigned as
Barcelona’s Mayor and returned to his
previous career as a teacher, lecturing in
Rome and New York. In 2000, he was elected
President of the Partit dels Socialistes de
Catalunya (PSC-PSOE) a role he held until
2007.
In 1999 the RIBA awarded its Gold Medal
for Architecture to the city of Barcelona the first time the award had been made to a
city, rather than an individual. The citation
emphasised Pasqual Maragall’s enlightened
contribution to Barcelona’s architectural
commissioning and the work which he

and Oriol Bohigas, among others, had
undertaken on the regeneration of the city
and the Barcelona Olympics.
On 16 December 2003, Pasqual Maragall
was elected President of the Generalitat by
the Catalan Parliament. His presidential
term saw much further change and
stormy negotiations over a new Statute of
Autonomy for Catalonia (which continue
to this day). During his term one of his
government’s most significant projects
was the ‘Llei de Barris’ of Neighborhood
Law. This law supports local regeneration
projects led by the community within rundown urban areas towards restoring dignity
and improving quality of life. Another
Maragall initiative was the 2004 Universal
Forum of Cultures.
On 21 June 2006, President Maragall
announced that he would not be standing
for reelection. He lent his support to
the new President, José Montilla. On 20
October 2007 he announced that he had
been diagnosed with early onset Alzheimer’s
disease and affirmed that he would dedicate
the rest of his life to fighting the disease. In
April 2008 the Pasqual Maragall Foundation
for Alzheimer’s Research was launched, a
non-profit making institution devoted to
the support and encouragement of scientific
research into the prevention, treatment and
cure of Alzheimer’s and neurodegenerative
diseases.
President Maragall’s illness has not
prevented him from publishing his memoirs
and continuing a very active career at the
top level of politics. In Catalonia, the role of
Past President carries significant weight and
enables Pasqual Maragall to continue his
lifelong passionate endeavour on behalf of
the Catalan people and to represent the city
of Barcelona and his very special homeland
in many international forums.
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A New Future for the Trades?
Inspired by L’Association Ouvriere des Compagnons du Devoir du Tour de France

James Simpson’s presentation at the Cross Party Group on Architecture and the Built Environment
on December 9th 2010 reviewed a potential solution to chronic Scottish skills shortages based on a
well established French approach.
There is a widespread perception of skill shortage, not just of
traditional skills and not just in the building industry but across
the whole trade sector. The solution is generally perceived to be
the provision of more training and qualifications. This may not be
right.
If there is a lesson to be learned from France and Germany,
it is that the role of Government and society is to establish and
maintain demand, but to leave the supply of skills, training and
accreditation to the trades themselves, working with established
tradesmen and firms.
Common criticisms of current arrangements from experienced
tradespeople are:

The perception of skills shortage has, nevertheless, led to a
number of excellent initiatives. These include:

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

the mainstream construction industry does not generally
require high level skills,
training in the colleges is basic and the skills of the trainers are
often inadequate,
careers in the trades are discouraged in schools, where leaving
at 15/16 for trade apprenticeships is regarded as ‘failure’ and
only for less intelligent pupils,
there has been a progressive lowering of required standards
over many years,
the trades, unlike the professions, are not highly regarded or
respected in society,
in the ‘heritage sector’, the National Heritage Training Group
(est. by CSkills, formerly CITB) is regarded as having been
ineffectual and the promotion of ‘CSCS cards’ as having been
inappropriate and unacceptable.
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•

•

•
•

•

1987 – establishment by the Society for the Protection
of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) of the William Morris Craft
Fellowship, enabling tradesmen to travel,
1993 – establishment by the London Livery Companies of
the Livery Skills Council to support training and to lobby
Government,
1994 – establishment of the Scottish Lime Centre at
Charlestown in Fife,
establishment by the Worshipful Company of Carpenters of
the new Building Crafts College at Stratford in East London,
ongoing efforts by the Art Workers Guild, the Prince’s
Foundation, the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Civic Trust for
the North East, the Heritage Craft Alliance, the Oak Frame
Training Forum, the Heritage Ironwork Group, the Radcliffe
Trust and many others,
2006 – establishment of the Cathedral Workshops Fellowship
to enable travel and exchanges for apprentices and journeymen
between eight cathedral workshops (it is intended to extend
the Fellowship to include private sector firms).

However, the general impression left by all these initiatives
is that, while much excellent practical work is being done, the
underlying problem remains very large, with few clear solutions.
The report of a ‘Round Table’ hosted by the Radcliffe Trust at the
Art Workers’ Guild on 13th July 2010 proposed more ‘networking,
advocacy, pooling of resources, sharing of good practice, review of
grant schemes etc.’ No big ideas emerged.
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In a speech to the Royal Society of Arts on 26th October 2010,
John Hayes, Skills Minister in the UK Government, called for a
greater parity of esteem between craft and professional skills,
for a renewed role for the guild system and for a new effort to reestablish apprenticeships. This seemed, for the first time for many
years, to indicate that the UK Government, at least, was looking
forward to a new role for the trades, to a more rigorous approach
to training and, as a result, to proper recognition and status in
society.
Also in 2010, the Compagnons du Devoir offered – through the
director of their international department in Paris, Koen Grieten,
their UK and Ireland Representative, Sylvain Jacob and their
chairman in the UK, Pascal Sylvestre – to support a new initiative
to reform the position of the trades in the UK, informed by their
experience. They emphasised that they had no particular wish to
export their own particular model, but were offering to support an
initiative or initiatives in the UK, which could be built on authentic
traditions, would be relevant and effective, would improve the
reputation and status of the trades and enhance their necessary
contribution to society as a whole. In Scotland, such an offer could
be seen as being in the tradition of “The Auld Alliance”!
The motto of the Compagnons du Devoir, whose origins, like
those of some of the Trade Incorporations of Scottish burghs, go
back to the early middle ages, is “Savoir – Savoir faire – Savoir etre”.
The culture is not just about manual skill, but about using brain
and hands creatively and it should lead to an understanding of how
to behave in society. The Compagnons believe that its role is to
“help its members to further themselves as human beings through
practising a trade”. This most unfashionable concept goes far
beyond mere training: it brings aspiration and a sense of worth to

work which recalls the ideals of the Arts & Crafts movement; also a
sense of belonging, of commitment and shared responsibility and
an experience at least as strong as that of a university education.
The skills shortage may not be solved simply by supplying
more training opportunities with a system of qualifications
which – with exceptions, of course - has generally failed to inspire
enthusiasm, a passion for self-improvement or admiration, either
in the market place or in society as a whole. The solution may lie
in a wholehearted attempt to enable the trades to follow the path
taken by the former trade ‘Incorporation of Barber-Surgeons’ to
become the ‘Royal College of Surgeons’. The trades need to acquire
parity of esteem with the professions. This what the Compagnons
have achieved in France.
The purpose of this initiative is to seek support from:
•
•

•
•

individual tradespeople and firms across the whole trade
sector,
representatives of surviving trade organisations in the Scottish
burghs: the Glasgow Trades House, the Incorporated Trades of
Edinburgh and other burghs,
representatives of the professions, particularly in the building/
construction sector,
representatives of the colleges, politicians and government.

– and everybody else for the establishment of a working group
or committee to work with the Compagnons du Devoir to explore
ways in which these ideas could be developed and progressed for
the benefit, not just of individuals or of the trades themselves, but
of Scottish society.
James Simpson OBE FRIAS
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cross-party group on architecture
and the built environment
“PLACES WHERE PEOPLE WANT TO BE – lessons learnt”
Eugene Mullan frias, Secretary of the RIAS/RTPI Cross Party Group on Architecture + the Built
Environment, reports on the contributions to the meeting held on 22 February 2011.
guide, Delivering Better Places in Scotland: a guide to learning from
broader experience. Supported by RICS Scotland and Architecture
+ Design Scotland, this guide is distilled from insights gained and
lessons learned from experience in England, Ireland and Europe in
delivering developments in which outstanding placemaking was
the priority.
DELIVERING BETTER PLACES IN SCOTLAND
Professor David Adams, Glasgow University

The meeting was attended by over 40 people including Arthur
Acheson, Chair of the Northern Ireland Ministerial Advisory
Group on Architecture and the Built Environment and Trudi Elliot,
the new UK Chief Executive of the RTPI.
INTRODUCTION
Steven Tolson, RICS Scotland
There is an interesting statistic, that more than half the world’s
population now lives in cities. This compares with only 10%
in 1990. It is predicted that 75% of us will be living in cities by
2050. Metropolitan cities are regarded as the planet’s economic
powerhouses, so UK cities need to be competitive if we are to
obtain sustainable economic growth for our future prosperity and
wellbeing.
The trend towards increasing urbanisation needs to be planned,
managed and delivered with care.
The Scottish Government’s Council of Economic Advisors’
first annual report in 2008 said that “too much development in
Scotland is a missed opportunity and is of mediocre or indifferent
quality. The ultimate test of an effective planning system is the
maintenance and creation of places where people want to be. We
need to rise to that challenge”.
The Government’s Centre for Regeneration has been working
with a range of partners over the past two years to deliver a
programme of support for practitioners across Scotland. As
part of its Mixed Sustainable Communities Learning Network, it
recently published, what some have described as a landmark
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David Adams provided a brief summary of the outcomes of this
research. The eight key lessons for Scotland were identified as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ensure good leadership,
co-ordinate delivery,
control the special development framework,
achieve fast and co-ordinated regulatory approvals,
exercise ownership power,
attract funding for advance infrastructure provision,
secure design quality through procurement strategies and
continue to invest and provide stewardship over time.

Delivering better places demands leadership, particularly from
the public sector, to create certainty, reduce developer risk and in
turn encourage developers to become more innovative and more
strongly committed to place quality. Bringing innovative planning
and placemaking approaches more into the mainstream of wider
community planning in Scotland may offer new insights and
rewards for all the partner agencies and for local communities.
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Public-sector commitment, expertise and investment can be
recouped in the long term. It can also help deliver development
at a faster rate than the private sector could do alone. In Scotland,
new delivery models such as Local Asset Based Vehicles and
Deferred Receipt Mechanisms are being examined and may
provide solutions to this challenge.
If we want to create better places in Scotland more often than
we have in the past, policy makers and those charged with delivery
need to engage with both making markets and place shaping
strategies – especially by rethinking public sector commitment
to and investment in place quality. Better connections between
“Place” interventions such as those described above and “People”
interventions, particularly where “Total Place” type initiatives
are being put in place, may produce better and more sustainable
outcomes for places in Scotland whether they are in growth,
transformation or regeneration contexts.
Further information on this research is available at:
www.scotland.gov.uk/publications/2010
SCOTTISH PLACEMAKING - URC CASE STUDIES
Eugene Mullan frias, Smith Scott Mullan Assoc.

(URCs) were established to progress this agenda. URCs take a
strategic overview of interrelated issues in their areas and deliver
physical economic and social regeneration through partnership.
This research draws on the work of the six URCs in delivering on
the Scottish government’s “Designing Places” policy. The following
six case studies have been carried out:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clydebank Rebuilt – connection and control,
Clyde Gateway – integrated urban infrastructure,
Irvine Bay – remaking a Scottish coastal neighbourhood,
PARC Craigmillar – creating a street,
Raploch – village square at the heart of the community,
Riverside Inverclyde – re-imagining place assets.

A series of learning points were identified in relation to each
case study and these lessons have been distilled to provide six
“Practicalities of Designing Places” as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

placemaking culture,
the right team,
ownership and control,
community engagement,
adequate time,
policy context.

Further information on this research is available at the Reports
and Studies section of www.urbanism.org.uk
THREE CHALLENGES
Professor Trevor Davies, Glasgow University
Trevor commenced by highlighting the key issue that “place is
local” which he feels is an overarching basis for this discussion. He
then outlined three challenges:
•

Leadership
· Identify, source, develop, support and train local place
leadership. Because most of it is currently inadequate.
This will require a long-term programme. One agency that
could do this is A+DS – it needs to wind down design and
wind-up people.

The Scottish Government is committed to the regeneration of
urban communities. Six pathfinder Urban Regeneration Companies
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equally a responsibility on all present to disseminate the results of
this research to a much wider audience and in particular outwith
the design professions. As Chair, Linda Fabiani acknowledged
this situation and gave a commitment to organise a subsequent
event, early in the new parliament, involving an exhibition and
presentation from place leaders.
Diarmaid Lawlor, who was involved in supporting both pieces
of research, gave a commitment on behalf of Architecture + Design
Scotland, in partnership with others, to undertake the following:
•

·

•

•

Empower local place leadership, especially in local authorities.
Give power, presently either missing or located elsewhere,
to local place leaders.
Process
· Remove blockages to empowered leadership – root and branch
reform of all the processes that impinge on place.
· Make the bulk of place-making power and process local –
because places are local. Other organisations need to be
subservient to the wellbeing of place and therefore to local
place leadership.
Finance
· Provide the ability of local place leadership itself to fund the
provision of infrastructure prior to development and then
recoup – issues of land ownership through the development
process and local tax-raising and relationship of state to
market.
· Provide the ability of local place leadership itself to fund longterm place stewardship. Reform of place professions, powers
over utilities and local tax raising.

•

•
•

•

Testing the principles of Delivering Better Places against
existing places: how can we use the principles in this research
to inform decisions about the better use of what we already
have?
Developing a programme of activity around leadership:
this is about people and process; politicians and practitioners.
Place is a public good. We all have a responsibility in leading
better outcomes.
Engaging people and communities in genuine approaches:
to shaping decision making about places.
Engaging with a range of actors who shape and use places:
this includes service providers, volume builders, investors, and
citizens. The cynics and sceptics to the placemaking agenda are
as important a constituent group as the converted.
Challenging processes and models that act as a barrier
to achieving better outcomes: process should be there to
help deliver better outcomes. The integrity and integration of
processes and the culture that underpins how processes are
used is critical to delivery.

Trevor concluded by noting that meeting these challenges is
not for designers. It is for politicians and the communities that
engage with them.

This was the last meeting of the Cross Party Group in the
current parliamentary session. The intention is to re-register the
group once the new parliament has been formed. Anyone wishing
to attend a meeting or simply looking for more information should
contact Eugene Mullan FRIAS on 0131 555 1414, e.mullan@smithscott-mullan.co.uk.

CONCLUSION
There was a lively discussion covering a range of issues from the
practicalities of placemaking through the “normal system” to the
application of these principles within existing neighbourhoods.
There was a strong sense of “preaching to the converted” but

Further details on CPGs in general can be
found by visiting the following web page:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/msp/
crossPartyGroups/list.htm
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SCOTTISH SHORTLIST: RIBA AWARDS 2011

paul zanre

edinburgh napier university
rmjm scotland ltd

This dramatic new building, an important project for both the
University and the Sighthill area, re-uses an existing eightstorey rectilinear block, adapted and extended with a new-build
development incorporating library and IT facilities. The existing
block has been over-clad to improve its appearance and energy
efficiency while the shape of the new block and the patterning
of its fenestration declare its more recent origins while its
materials align with its adapted neighbour. This major project
brings together the Life, Sport and Social Sciences School with
the School of Nursing, Midwifery and Social Care on one site with
greatly improved facilities and enhanced opportunities for crossdisciplinary collaboration.
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The Houl, Dalry
simon winstanley architects

The new signal entrance building to Edinburgh’s Royal Botanic
Garden provides much enhanced retail, catering, educational and
exhibition facilities for this world leading horticultural institution.
The main entrance is glazed, retaining the visual connection from
the entrance at Arboretum Place to one of the Garden’s main
arterial routes. The toilet and reception blocks are faced with slate,
the latter forming a compression zone through which visitors
pass before accessing the ground floor education, exhibition and
retail spaces. A sculptural stairway leads up to offices and the cafe/
restaurant which in turn gives onto a partially covered deck and
via landscaped terraces, onward into the Garden.

This timber-clad, single storey “long house” is set into its hillside
setting, commanding long views over the River Ken valley to the
Rhinns of Kells. Principal accommodation sits within a steelframed structure below a standing seam zinc roofscape which is
cantilevered on all sides to accentuate its horizontality and create
additional shelter. The roof plane follows the line of the hillside,
reducing the building’s impact. Walls are highly insulated timber
framed panels clad in cedar weatherboarding. The house achieves
a zero carbon rating through its incorporation of high levels of
insulation, heat recovery ventilation, an airsource heat pump and
a wind turbine.

andrew lee

paul raftery

John Hope Gateway, Royal Botanic Gardens,
Edinburgh
edward cullinan architects
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pearce street, govan
austin-smith: lord llp

This important new cultural facility for Dundee adapts the existing
1867 Albert Institute, designed by George Gilbert Scott and its
1889 extension, the Victoria Galleries, to display an extraordinarily
rich and varied collection of paintings, museum exhibits and
contemporary ceramics. A new accessible entrance has been created
by “punching through” an existing window aperture, altering the
orientation of the building and enabling the creation of a small,
hard-landscaped, fronting piazza. The building incorporates
reception, shop and cafe facilities. New circulation, including a
boldly contemporary concrete stairway and lift, creates a legible
and enjoyable route to the finely restored galleries behind.

This development sits on a tight corner site at the historic core of
old Govan. Adjacent to the Pearce Institute and close to other ‘A’
Listed structures, the site looks over the Clyde, across a landscape
once occupied by shipyards. The exterior of the building clearly
expresses its structural grid, utilising facing brick on a steel-framed
structure. The development provides twenty seven flats on this
compact site, each with good levels of accommodation, giving on
to very generous common and circulation spaces including shared
“sun space” sitting areas.

andrew lee

keith hunter

mcmanus galleries, dundee
page\park architects

prop:11.799
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Scotstoun House, South Queensferry
haa design LTD

The larch rainscreen on this large structure protects guttering and
downpipes, while simultaneously mitigating the perceived bulk of
the building and connecting it to its landscape setting. By using
the slope of the site and creating separate entrances to upper and
lower hall accommodation, the building avoids the expensive
infrastructure and potential maintenance nightmare of a lift. The
internal spaces are predominantly lined out in wood. The glazing
of the front elevation ensures that users always have a view of the
constantly changing light and weather, of sea, of sky and of the
hills of the Isle of Skye beyond.

This development adapts and extends the “pavilion in the park”
created as offices for Ove Arup & Partners by Peter Foggo, in 1963.
The original building, a distinctive single storey concrete, steel and
glass construction, has been adapted for contemporary working
patterns. A new linear extension sits alongside, its northern half
connecting with the historic garden wall, while its southern portion
directly abuts the existing pavilion. This development skilfully
draws on the archaeology of its site and the simple elegance of
the existing building to create a new adaptable office environment,
human in scale, energy efficient and welcoming.

andrew lee

alan mcteer

raasay community hall, isle of raasay
dualchas building design
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Scottish War Blinded Day Care Centre,
Linburn, West Lothian
Page \ Park Architects

Combining large technical workshops, administration, wardrobe
and music departments with three large dance studios with a,
wood lined, social space at the heart of the building, this is an
important new addition to Glasgow’s cultural riches. It serves
one of the most enduring of Scotland’s national performance
companies. The building is accessed via the existing Tramway
Arts Centre. The integration of all the requirements of a major
performing company on one site is unusual, particularly as set
design, costume storage and rehearsal accommodation all require
significantly different environmental conditions. This has been
deftly achieved in a building much appreciated by its users.

This building sits beautifully in the sweeping landscape and has
been much complemented. The sinuous plan form is allied to an
easily understood internal layout to provide a building which is
legible for its users, all of whom suffer different levels of visual
impairment. The dramatic roofscape and limited external materials
generate a sophisticated and elegant building free of institutional
connotations. Rooms are accessed off a single, broad circulation
spine, connecting the social, work and rehabilitation spaces of the
building, with access to each subtly differentiated by variations in
the internal colour palette.

david morris

page \ park architects

scottish ballet @ tramway, glasgow
malcolm fraser architects
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speirs locks studios, glasgow
malcolm fraser architects

The re-working of the existing, early twentieth century, Cooperative
Halls and its extension to provide additional reception, meeting
and administrative accommodation, brings together two distinctly
different built forms whose respective aesthetics are a century
apart. However the extension follows the five bay rhythm of the
existing block and its clearly delineated frame is ‘pulled up’ to align
with the eaves level of the old. This compromises neither building,
while providing a development with great integrity. Extending the
frame of the extension also adds a roof terrace to the staff facilities.
The greatly enhanced accommodation skilfully complements and
reinforces the form and features of the original building.

Four, non-descript, 1980s portal frame buildings have been
skilfully transformed into new technical teaching areas, including
design studios, teaching rooms, a wardrobe department with
paint, timber and stage workshops. A separate entrance accesses
four new, naturally lit, studios for students of contemporary ballet
and musical theatre. These sit alongside changing rooms, staff
and student facilities and a fitness suite. The building has been
re-roofed. New windows and profiled cladding further enhance
its energy efficiency. A bold (big graphic) sign, painted direct onto
the existing brickwork, marks the advent of this important new
cultural asset for this area of Glasgow.

david morris

andrew lee

shettleston housing association offices,
glasgow
elder and cannon architects
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super-insulated house, roslin
reiach and hall architects

These two, single-storey, pavilions for NHS Fife are far removed
from the historic ward facilities which they replace. Set within
garden grounds and catering for individuals with varying levels
of neurodegenerative illness, the buildings incorporate eighteen
bedrooms and twenty-four bedrooms respectively, all en-suite.
In both buildings the rooms are ranged round garden courtyards
with water features and both buildings take advantage of the views
outwards from the site to open countryside to create additional
visual amenity. While both buildings have significant security
requirements, they create comfortable, calming domestic scale
accommodation within light and welcoming environments.

Rather than demolish their 1960s bungalow, the client
commissioned a radical re-working and upwards extension, built
on sensible economic sustainability principles to create a striking
new family home. The house takes maximum advantage of views
over a wooded valley and towards Rosslyn Chapel. On the ground
floor the living and dining room have large expanses of glazing
while on the upper level, all three bedrooms also share the superb
outlook. As the existing structure was insufficient to bear any
additional loading, a new steel frame was incorporated and the new
construction applied as additional layers to the existing walls.

gavin fraser

graeme armet

stratheden mental health unit, cupar, fife
richard murphy architects
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While the first impression is of a row of ten over-sized, pastelcoloured beach huts, this development actually incorporates 14
homes of varying scale, set within these distinctive structures
and the timber-clad single storey units which link the five paired
blocks. The amenity of the first floor apartments is enhanced by
roof terraces on the link sections. Levels of insulation and air
tightness are consistent throughout the development. However
the family home set at the end of the terrace was modified to fit
the German Passivhaus standard, the first social housing in the
UK to receive this official accreditation.

These three, larch-clad blocks, each containing four flats, sit
across the road from a previous development of supported
accommodation by the same architect. A cutaway at both ends of
each identical block creates covered external stairway access to the
upper storeys with geometric cut-outs from the dark blue brick
end elevations, visually separating the hard form of the end walls
from the softer timber front elevation treatments. Each block
features different coloured wood stains to add further interest to
this elegantly simple, environmentally friendly and highly cost
effective little development, making an interesting model for
rural, affordable housing.

michael collins

todlaw low carbon affordable housing, DUNS
oliver chapman architects

andrew lee

tigh na cladach, dunoon
Gokey Deveci, Chartered Architect
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Ground Floor Plan
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The White House, Isle of Coll
WT Architecture
andrew lee

keith hunter

the west centre, glasgow
anderson bell + christie

The external appearance of this healthcare facility for children
gives little indication of its role. Bringing together social workers,
educational psychologists and community child health staff, the
building provides integrated care. The interior incorporates a
series of artworks which have tactile, visual and auditory appeal,
specifically aimed at its young users. Located on Drumchapel’s
main thoroughfare, the building has a strong civic presence. A
small enclosed garden to the front is delineated by a sculptural
fence which, while providing a safe enclosure, does not appear
defensive and softens the impact of the perimeter of the building.

The partial re-use of the existing ruined eighteenth century house
delineates this new development which is composed of two
accommodation blocks connected by a glazed living-dining space.
While the ruin has been consolidated and parts are incorporated
within the new building, the separation between historic and
contemporary is overt. The site is dramatic and exposed, at the
rocky coastal edge of the island. The history and character of the
existing structures have been used as a catalyst in the creation of
a distinctive contemporary development. The house, although
significantly different in form and materials from a traditional
The West Centre, Glasgow
anderson
+ christie
islandbell
farmhouse,
nevertheless sits comfortably within this
extraordinarily beautiful landscape.
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impressions of amsterdam:

shifting sands
ian stuart campbell hon frias
offers some ‘snaps’, sketches and
personal reflections on amsterdam

Unique places evolve sometimes by reasons
of architecture, geography, history, or
people. Amsterdam is unique in so many
ways, that it almost defies analysis. There
are so many anomalies to consider that
each visitor to the ’Dam will quickly build
their own intimate understanding of this
unique city and its ‘horse shoe’ grid plan.
From a 12th century village, Amsterdam
became the world’s richest city, trading in

agriculture and diamonds, with the first
ever Stock Exchange opening in 1602. The
architecture reflected its prosperity in
fine residences for merchants, financiers,
craftsmen, doctors, lawyers, politicians and
artists.
Lack of space along new canal quays
forced houses to be built tall and narrow,
characterised by high windows, decorative
gables, steep internal stairs and a pulley

outside to transport larger objects to upper
floors. Often these residences also served as
businesses with storage in attics and cellars.
Today Amsterdam manages to be at
once, both lush and leafy (boasting more
trees than Paris) yet with barely a patch
of ‘green’ ground big enough to comfort a
puppy. Tall, gently leaning trees line canals,
growing miraculously in sand below hard
paved walkways.

33

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S P R I N G 2 011

Sand is also the base beneath the
distinctive herringbone paving, the
bollards, the street furniture, and even
the buildings. The jaunty angles, which
readily appear, even on newly set bollards,
and rakish reinforced gables, belie the fact
that this urban fabric has resisted collapse
for over 400 years. It appears as a complex
dynamic balance where interlocking forces
mutually support each other.
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Logic and the parable of the two
builders (Matthew 7) suggest that cities
should not be constructed on sand.
Certainly they should not be built 13 feet
below sea level. Yet somehow Amsterdam
has survived the Industrial Revolution,
two World Wars, and vibration from cars,
heavy lorries and rumbling trams. An
ambitious underground Metro plan is
however currently threatening this historic

equilibrium. Thus far only excavations for
the stations have progressed, but contract
delays, vastly increased construction costs,
and now settlement on some adjacent
properties may jeopardise the project.
Civic determination to maintain ‘quality
of life’ accolades for Amsterdam lies behind
significant investment in other recent civic
projects such as: ARTIS, Aquarium and
Zoo buildings, new facilities at Vondelpark,
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Nemo Science and Tech Museum, Van
Gogh Museum, Stedelijk Museum, the
Rijksmuseum, the new music hall at
Muziekgebouw and the huge new Central
Library beside Central Station. All these
bear witness to social priorities, which aim
to improve quality of life for all residents.
No cultural initiative, however, has had
less impact on the built fabric and more
effect on the appearance of the city than the

Dutch adoption of bicycles. Basic upright
‘grandpa bicycles’, ‘opafiets’, are used by all
ages, shapes, and genders. Heavy machines,
with back pedal braking, are adapted
with handlebar seats for children, or as a
‘bakfiets’, extended with a box for two more
kids, livestock, or groceries.
Municipal support now provides that
all parts of the city are accessible and safely
linked by dedicated bike routes. Vigorously

regulated ‘Cyclist Priority’ ensures caution
from drivers of thrusting 4X4’s, while each
urgent ‘ping’ scatters pedestrians on all
minor roads and junctions. Truly every
cyclist has a “Golden Seat” from which to
appreciate Amsterdam.
Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS

35

B

A

At the Incorporation’s annual Fellows Dinner, in March
2011, George Ferguson PPRIBA was awarded the Honorary
Fellowship of the RIAS (see citation, page 90). In this article
he reprises some of the thoughts on Fellowship which he shared
with that gathering.
To make your very own, relentlessly cheery, cut-out-andkeep George Ferguson desk mascot, spray mount this page onto
heavy card or board. Carefully cut along the dotted lines using a
scalpel and insert slot ‘A’ into slot ‘B’ to create a stand.
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Millennium Square, Bristol; Old Vic Theatre, Bristol; Rosemoor Garden; Tobacco Factory Theatre, Bristol (ferguson mann architects)

I am reveling in being an honorary Scot! I was bowled over on
being told by David Dunbar and Neil Baxter, over a trumped up
meeting at the National Gallery last year, that I was to receive an
Honorary Fellowship of the RIAS. One of the greatest benefits is
that it gives me even more reason to make frequent train journeys
North from my adopted city of Bristol.
My claim to Scottish ancestry goes back to the turbulent days of
the Border Reivers when, in the 16th Century, a band of Ferguson
family ruffians rustled some sheep from Kirkcudbright across the
border into Cumberland where they continued to do a bit of reiving
and, like so many thieves and vagabonds, eventually learnt to
launder their money to achieve positions of great influence. Their
mark is still to be found in the streets and churches of Carlisle,
including the work of my Victorian architect ancestor Charles J
Ferguson who spectacularly converted Bamburgh Castle on the
Northumbrian coast into a home for Lord Armstrong.
I mention the Border Reivers, not just because I am the
current keeper of the severed finger of one that fell foul of one of
my ancestors – but because, in spite of the deceit, treachery and
violence – there were stories of strong loyalty and courage. The
‘Borderers’ who cleaned up their act under the leadership of James
VI, emerged as fine independent people with great resolution and
sense of adventure and, dare I say it, Fellowship.
I write this just before embarking on the judging of the RIBA
Awards in Scotland, involving the RIBA in more travel cost than all

the English regions put together – a consequence of the spectacular
disparate geography and the inconvenient habit of some of the best
Scottish architects to design good buildings on remote Western
Isles. Awards can be contentious, and require great generosity of
spirit by those whose beloved projects are not awarded.
I am reminded of John Ruskin’s insistence that it should in no
way affect his friendship with an artist or architect if he panned
their work. One victim is supposed to have responded: “next time
I meet you I shall knock you down, but I trust it shall make no
difference to our friendship!” I just ask that those of you who have
not been successful this year demonstrate that generosity of spirit
and fellowship towards the jury – especially to its chair!
I am fortunate in knowing Scotland pretty well – having
traversed it by every means possible – including judging
Sutherland Hussey’s delightful ferry shelter on Tiree for the
Stirling Prize in 2003. Earlier that summer, in the first month of
my RIBA presidency, I explored Scotland as part of a ‘Wonders and
Blunders’ learning tour of the UK, even ending up sleeping in my
2.5 metre Smart car when failing to find a B&B near Stirling – no
Acanthus members nearby!
Acanthus Associated Architectural Practices, formed in 1986
as the result of a spark of an idea in a letter to James Simpson of
Simpson & Brown has, I suppose, been my ultimate expression
of architecture and fellowship. Our motto might well have been
“Fellowship, Commodity and Delight” and is so from now on!
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Royal William Yard, Plymouth (FERGUSON MANN ARCHITECTS)

Acanthus, described by BD as ‘the network of networks’ - a term
that makes me cringe – has been the making of so many friendships
across our nations and regions, and has, apart from providing
some of the most spectacular and sociable B&B’s, produced real
friendships and even marriages across practices – never mind the
architecture!
I suppose Acanthus can be described as a sort of architectural
‘Fellowship of the Ring’ with, of the Scottish contingent, James
Simpson as our Bilbo Baggins, sometimes spotted in the Hobbit
tower at Leith (although someway to go before his eleventy-first
birthday!), Douglas Forrest our Aragorn of Aberdeen, the Ranger
of the North, and that most distinguished Shetland Sassenach,
Richard Gibson, our Gandalf…
Bilbo’s adopted heir, Frodo inherited the Ring, said to have
been cut off the hand of Sauron by Isildur – Sauron fled, a finger
short, and peace returned to Middle Earth – which could lead me
to a dangerous Tolkienesque diversion – so back to Fellowship and
Architecture.
To me architecture is a much more complex process than
simply designing, or restoring buildings. It is, or should be, about
the making of good places and bringing pleasure to our lives. That
is why I have devoted my life to exploring those areas that are
strictly beyond the realms of our architectural training – what I
describe as ‘Beyond Architecture’ – which is why I am so interested
in encouraging more true interaction between all those involved in
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the making of places and cities – a fellowship of disciplines – hence
the Academy of Urbanism which strives to be just that.
Ove Arup said “When engineers and QSs discuss aesthetics
and architects study what cranes can do, we are on the right
road.” I would take that further – and say when the politicians
and the professions understand and enable those social and
cultural entrepreneurs that make things happen, then we have a
chance of making a better world. All the best things come out of
the fellowship of cross-fertilization, and this applies within our
practices too.
I end with what I and my most tolerant partners do – a mix
of place making, buildings new and old. They are resigned to my
extramural activities of theatre, brewery, restaurants, markets
and even ferries… these are the things that bring people together
and make me tick. They leave unanimated architecture standing,
for that is all it does. Fellowship is so much more than fellowship
between us – it has to be engagement with a wider world, one that
we can make a very real contribution to – through our talents and
the talents of those who work with us.
Oh and that finger – I do keep the finger of that unfortunate
Border Reiver in a brass 18th Century Dutch cigar box – and am
under strict instructions to hand it down, rather than, as Anne
Lorne Gillies Hon FRIAS wickedly suggested, make it into broth!
George Ferguson CBE PPRIBA Hon FRIAS
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The winner of the inaugural RIAS Scottish
Design Tutor Award, Kathy Li, teaches at the
Department of ArchitectURE at the University
of Strathclyde. The award was presented at
the RIAS Fellows Reception on 19th January

2011. Kathy recently talked to RIAS Secretary,
Neil Baxter, about her views on architecture,
architectural education and her aspirations
for the future.
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What is your background?
My mum is English, my dad’s parents came to the UK from Hong
Kong. He worked in publishing then computing. I was brought up
in Essex but came to Scotland for university. I was lucky that I’d
four choices of University but the view from Waverley Station sold
the Scottish Capital to me. When I was at the College, the Professor
was James Dunbar-Nasmith. My tutors included Malcolm Jones,
Alex Somerville, Frank White , Reg Gray and Richard Murphy, all
of them great teachers.

Were you a good student?
No! Don’t get me wrong, I worked hard, and was just above average
- I think, but I meandered through my five years. I had a great
social life, being with some brilliant friends. Third year was my
most enjoyable year, under Malcolm Jones, it’s the one in which
I was most successful. I recall we decorated our studio in kitsch
50s furniture and wallpaper with a swirly red carpet, and we spent
most of our lives there.
Towards the end of my education I hated it, in fact most of
my fifth year experience is blanked out of my mind. I was in an
overspill studio, well away from the rest of the year, there were
three of us - me, Ross Hendry and Johnny Webster. It was really
disconcerting to be so isolated.
The thing I most regret is not making the most of my time
architecturally. Funny I should say that. I’m sure my students will
laugh at my hypocrisy, I missed out on a lot of great lectures, not
taking advantage of the great library. I didn’t fully immerse myself
in the Liverpool Winterschool. I didn’t go into East Berlin during
our field trip there in 1988, before the wall came down. I even turned
down doing my year-out with David Wild, and I’d been fascinated
by his work. He offered me a job and I turned it down for better pay
in a mediocre job, how short sighted and stupid was that?
I’m making it sound horrendous, it wasn’t at all, but what I take
from it in hindsight is that I came out of university with a pretty
unspectacular portfolio and my aspirations weren’t that high. It
led me to jump from one mediocre architectural job to another. I’d
be sitting at drawing boards looking at the designs I was working
on thinking, is that it? I spent about five years in the ‘wilderness’
until I started at Gareth Hoskins Architects, which is when the
light switched on. You could say I was a late starter.
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After you left college, where did you go?
My first job was as one of two architects, both women, at the
United Women’s Housing Association in London. The Association
was formed at the tail end of the suffrage movement and the
work was looking after their stock of Arts and Crafts, Art Deco
and Modern Movement homes. It was all refurbishment. Even in
the 1990s we were retro-fitting sanitation, in some cases literally
moving baths out of kitchens.
My big breakthrough was in 2000 when I joined Gareth Hoskins
Architects. When I started there, there were only five in the office
and I worked on jobs including the Robin House Hospice and a
housing development in Balerno. By 2003 the office had blossomed
to 20 employees and we were working on The Bridge Arts Centre
in Easterhouse. I got itchy feet and in 2003 left Gareth’s practice to
start tutoring and work in a motorcycle shop - it’s still one of my
passions, I currently have two bikes - a Triumph Bonneville and a
Honda CBR400.
When the invitation to teach came from Gary Johnston, I
was very nervous and not sure whether I would be capable. Most
architectural tutors have no formal teaching in how to teach,
so it’s up to their peers to spot architects who might be able to
communicate the spark.
In my first year as a tutor and particularly in that very first
review, I was reminded why I started in architecture. There is great
altruism among architecture students. Indeed many of my coprofessionals retain the belief that their contribution will benefit
people. Maybe you shouldn’t be an architect if you don’t think
that.
By 2005 I was freelancing, doing bits and pieces including work
with Gareth Hoskins on his Culloden Visitor Centre project. In the
same year I started work with studioKAP and worked on a private
house in Kippen and on the Rutherglen and Glencairn Social and
Football Club. The client wanted a fortress as the site was vulnerable
and the area prey to vandalism. We produced a very simple brick
box with a lightwell in the centre but the masterstroke was the
involvement of a graffiti artist so the building was pre-graffitied,
turning a potential negative into something very positive.

How has architectural education changed since
you were a student?
Sometimes I think it has changed enormously, the rise of the
computer being the main factor. I didn’t really use one until I left
university. On the other hand education hasn’t changed much at
all. I still see students making the same mistakes that I did. In a way
it is much, much harder, there are enormous pressures in terms of
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money and time. Most of our students work part-time and have
to balance university life with paying their way. The level of debt at
the end of the course must be a horrible burden to carry.
I think what is much, much easier now is the sheer amount
of information available at your fingertips. Go online and you
can pretty much find anything you want. But that brings about
a tendency to be superficial about the subject, concentrating on
image rather than substance. Production of work is much slicker,
many of our students come in with a high level of skill in digital
processing, we’ve even got first years confidently using laser cutters.
That again justifies caution. Sharp presentations can seduce you
into thinking work is better than in-depth analysis reveals. You
can’t beat hand drawing skills; it’s the most efficient way to think
and communicate, plus the sketch has so much life in it.

What does the RIAS Scottish Design Tutor Award
mean to you?
Firstly it is excellent that the hard work in undergraduate
education has been recognised. We often don’t get much press
and our students turn out some fantastic work that not many
people see. On a personal level it reinforces for me that I’m finally
in an architectural role that I’m good at. The last time I received
an award from the RIAS it was the Mackay Medal in 1989 for my
work in third year. Funny that, it’s only taken me 22 years to find
my architectural feet again.
My job is extremely enjoyable, it’s very rewarding seeing our
students progress through the course successfully, knowing that
you helped them on their way. Some don’t need much guidance,
only a little nudge and they’re off and running. With others a much
more guiding hand is needed. I hope that when they leave they will
remember their time in my year with positive memories.
First year is a hugely difficult year, but hopefully enjoyable as
the students discover the architectural world around them. It’s very
much a transition period for young people, they experience the
change from results-led school education to self-driven education
and for most of them, a change from being under parental control
to independence. There’s a wonderful contrast at seeing some very
thoughtful sophisticated work on the wall then being asked ‘can I
leave the studio to go to the toilet?’. We don’t seem to be teaching
or promoting initiative in secondary education. Hopefully this will
change once the Curriculum for Excellence works its way through
the system.

What is your pedagogical approach?
At Strathclyde all our studio tutors work in practice, and they
are contracted to come in one day a week, so we have some very
talented architects teaching our students. All the staff running
each year are fully qualified architects too. Our undergraduate
course is still structured around investigation of the verbs ‘To
Shelter’, ‘To Dwell’, ‘To Live’, ‘To Work’. We’re interested in the
wider investigation of the activity, not necessarily the building
type. In first year we are trying to promote a practical ‘hands-on’
approach which our students have loved, and want more. We built
some full scale shelters this year at Wiston Lodge in the Borders,
the work was fantastic, designed, prefabricated and built by our
students, after just six weeks of being here.
I’m also trying to connect my year to the outside world and
the possibilities they have in the future. We’ve had some excellent
workshops run by our alumni, Alasdair Burt and Scott Airlie of
Hole In My Pocket, Dress for the Weather, and Roots Design
Workshop. These are interesting young companies set up by
graduates recently out of university and already running their own
businesses. We’ve got a packed year, it’s fun with a serious side,
but it’s difficult to do this on a part-time basis, you can never fully
pursue all your aims or desires.

What do you do when you are not teaching?
I was made redundant last year, so since then have taken it a bit
easier. Luckily I don’t have a huge financial pressure to work full
time. I’ve been working with Hanneke Scot-van Wel with her
company Stone Opera. We’re trying to develop work which involves
wider parts of the community with their built environment. That
could mean anything from den building, encouraging families
to play together, consulting young people on the new children’s
hospital in Edinburgh, or working with Cranhill Youth Action
Group to develop cycling facilities in the area.
I’m also involved with Bruce Newlands’ ‘Skirmishes’, a platform
which aims to link together small practices and designers, raise
environmental designs issues, and stage events involving the
community. Funding for all these things is extremely difficult as
we all well know. However there is certainly a feeling from most
people I speak to that our profession should expand our traditional
roles and sell our skills as strategic thinkers and collaborative
workers. It would be good to be involved with making architecture
again, but that’s for the future.
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Shetland Islands Council:

Sustainable Housing
Design Competition
Shetland Islands Council has selected Redman + Sutherland
Architects as winners of the competition to design sustainable
housing on a site at Bressay.
Bressay is an independent vibrant island community of 384
people (from the 2001 Census) located to the east of Lerwick, the
only town and capital of the Shetland Islands. The total population
of the Shetland Islands is 22,000. The site of the proposed housing
development at Fullaburn is located approximately 1.5 miles south
of the island’s ferry terminal. The site area is just over 1/2 acre
within an existing housing development and backs onto a newly
developed football pitch. The client expects a mix of 1, 2 & 3 bed in
4 to 6 units on the site.
The competition was developed and designed in conjunction
with the Shetland Architectural Society and the Power of Place Shetland Year of Architecture 2010 project.
This competition was managed by RIAS Consultancy and
attracted an initial interest of 38 submissions. The judging panel
comprised Iain McDiarmid, Head of Planning, Anita Jamieson,
Head of Housing and Mike Finnie, Programme Manager, Capital
Programmes at Shetland Islands Council and a member of the
Tenants’ Forum. They had the onerous task of shortlisting only
four practices from a very high quality field, and chose:
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•
•
•
•

Anderson Bell + Christie,
Gokay Deveci, Chartered Architect,
Redman + Sutherland Architects,
Richard Gibson Architects.

These practices were invited to illustrate their design approach
on three A1 boards and to present them at an interview in Lerwick
on 16 March 2011.
All four practices displayed a high level of practicality combined
with innovation which demonstrated their commitment to, and
detailed knowledge of sustainability it is widest sense.
Brian Moore, Director of RIAS Consultancy, commented,
“We were privileged to be invited by Shetlands Islands Council to
manage this fascinating competition.
Yet again, we were overwhelmed by the level of interest in
the opportunity and by the wealth of knowledge and experience
of sustainability in its widest sense displayed not only by the
shortlist, but by all 38 of the pre qualification submissions.
We are indebted to the judges for their support and to
Jonathan Molloy of Shetlands Islands Council without whose help
the competition would not have been the success it was.”
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Sustainable housing competition:
winner

Redman + Sutherland Architects

The winning entry from Redman + Sutherland Architects sought
to create a truly sustainable housing development which did not
simply mean low-energy usage. The practice adopted a holistic
approach which encompassed reducing the carbon footprint,
largely though the use of local skills and local materials, coupled
with simple design and detailing.
Their proposals maximise the opportunities for southfacing gardens and divorced cars from the houses in a way that
will encourage more social interaction between residents whilst
promoting a strong sense of community.
The aesthetics of the site will benefit from circular stores with
seating areas to combine bicycle storage, a meeting place in the
pedestrian zone and a much needed shelter from the Shetland
elements.
The houses are oriented to maximise glazing to the south
elevations which face onto private gardens.
“Redman + Sutherland Architects is delighted to win the
Shetland Sustainable Housing Competition. Living and working
on an island as remote and beautiful as Shetland which is also
the centre of Britain’s oil production makes us only too aware of
the need for us all to grasp the sustainability nettle. Peak oil is
upon us and we feel projects such as these will help to address
the problem not just by providing extremely energy efficient
housing but also a sustainable approach to life in general.”
Iain Malcolmson, Redman + Sutherland Architects
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Sustainable housing competition:
runners-up

Anderson Bell + Christie

Anderson Bell + Christie sought to balance the key requirements
of the brief; creating a sense of place, ensuring sustainability and
keeping within cost. Their layout repaired the gap site within
the existing housing development, whilst retaining a distinct
character of its own. The positioning of the houses reinterprets
the ‘looseness’ of traditional Shetland building clusters, coupled
with external features such as walls and bunds to create shelter
and ‘bind’ the development into a homogenous entity.
They have used their modern understanding of building and
sustainability to create a new vernacular which is in direct response
to the extreme Shetland climate. Their layout recognises the
importance of providing shelter and capturing sunlight with the
option of additional ‘add-ons’ such as sun spaces and extendable
spaces.
Anderson Bell + Christie also provided confirmation that
their proposals are financially sustainable within realistic cost
parameters.
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Gokay Deveci, Chartered Architect

Gokay Deveci met the sustainability and innovation aims of the
brief by respecting the landscape character, climate and distinctive
identity of the location through the use of affordable materials
from local resources, coupled with the best available technology
to reduce waste and energy use. His approach also recognised
the benefits of catering for all groups in society including young
people, people with disabilities and the elderly.
His overall design typology follows the traditional built form
of the Northern fishing villages where gables are facing toward the
sea to reduce weather exposure. Every dwelling is provided with a
shelter, external private gardens and a drying area and all the rear
gardens are well defined and divided to share a boundary.
He also proposed good use of coloured render to add a strong
sense of place and vitality as well as cheerfulness in the winter.
The design was developed by the practice-led housing research
unit led by Professor Gokay Deveci at Scott Sutherland School,
Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen. The design team included
Raju Noor and Garry Smollet, with a contribution by Brown and
Brown Architects.
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richard gibson architects

Complimentary Tickets for The Scottish
Homebuilding & Renovating Show
The Scottish Homebuilding & Renovating Show is at the
SECC, Glasgow on 21 & 22 May 2011. The show is Scotland’s
only dedicated consumer exhibition for self-builders, home
renovators and improvers. The GIA is among the exhibitors and
we have a complimentary pair of tickets, worth £16, for every
member of the RIAS.

Richard Gibson Architects sought to soften the impact of the
buildings in comparison to the scale of the neighbouring schemes
which define two long boundaries of the site. This was achieved
by creating private space and a sense of common ownership with
enclosed fenced gardens around each house. A shared surface
access road allows a gentle transition between private space and
the public road. Thought has been given to the house plans,
allowing for simple internal alteration and extension to meet
changing family needs.
Careful attention was paid to the need for shelter, given the
Shetland climate of high winds and small temperature range. The
orientation of the houses also reflects the advantages that can be
taken of early morning and early evening sun.
Sustainable energy sources were proposed in the form of
whole-roof solar collection, integrating heating and ventilation
with a heat store, the possibility of a shared wind turbine, offpeak tariff and/or ‘Smart Meter’ schemes and low replacement
and maintenance cost, together with flexibility to meet unknown
changes in future energy availability and use. Richard Gibson also
introduced the prospect of battery charging points on each plot for
electric vehicles which could be ideal for short island trips.

The exhibition will be full of informative features, thousands
of dream home ideas and hundreds of plots and renovation
opportunities. There are all the products and services required for
self build and home improvement under one roof, from heating/
ventilation and restoration to eco homes, home automation
and timber frame structures. The show is the ultimate event for
creating a dream home, whether you’re building your home from
scratch, undertaking a major extension, converting or remodelling
your home or just keen to integrate the latest technology.
There will be over 140 exhibitors at the show as well as experts,
who will be on hand to offer free guidance and support at
• 8 seminars each day – where visitors can learn all about selfbuild and renovation. Subjects include Build Costs; Extension
Design Ideas; Making Money from Renewable Energy.
• 24 Free Masterclasses - led by exhibitors covering their area
of expertise including Q&A sessions. Topics will include Eco
Homebuilding; Smart Homes; Energy Efficiency.
• Ask the Experts – visitors can bring their plans, outline
drawings or ideas and speak to one of the experts from
Hombuilding & Renovating Magazine, including David Snell,
Mark Brinkley, TV presenter and serial self-builder Michael
Holmes and Eco Expert Tim Pullen.
Opening hours: Saturday 10am - 5pm; Sunday 10am - 4.30pm.
For more information call 0844 581 1377 or visit www.
homebuildingshow.co.uk/scotland Advance tickets £5. On the
door tickets £8.
To get two free tickets simply follow the instruction on the back
of the enclosed leaflet.
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neil baxter

chris connell

tom connolly

gokay deveci

Hosted by RIAS President David Dunbar and
incoming President, Sholto Humphries, the RIAS
Convention, the single most significant event
in the Incorporation’s annual calendar, is also
one of the largest architectural conferences
in Europe. This year we assemble in Glasgow,
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david dunbar

jan gehl

ian hamilton

jim heverin

sholto humphries

Scotland’s largest city, one of Europe’s leading
conference and business destinations and a
place of great architectural variety. Our two
days of discussion and debate feature a range
of speakers, local and international, all of
whom are acknowledged experts.
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anne mcchlery

tom mcinally

henry mckeown

gordon murray

kim nIElsen

thursday 12th may – ‘Glasgow Revisited’
The Convention opens on Thursday 12th May at the Scottish Youth
Theatre in Brunswick Street.
The first half day of the Convention reviews the historic
architecture of the city and the role it plays in area regeneration,
including specific case studies. An unusual model of architectural
practice is sandwiched between this review of past glories and
insights from the project architects on two prestigious new
developments.
RIAS Member
Non-member
RIAS concessionary*

£60 + £12.00 VAT (£72.00)
£99 + £19.80 VAT (£118.80)
£20 + £4.00 VAT (£24.00)

* Concessionary rate applies to RIAS student/retired and hardship membership classes.

Thursday speakers
• Neil Baxter, Secretary & Treasurer, RIAS
• Chris Connell RIBA RIAS, Foster and Partners
• Tom Connolly FRIAS, Elder and Cannon Architects
• Jim Heverin, Zaha Hadid Architects
• Anne McChlery, Glasgow Building Preservation Trust
• Tom McInally MRTPI, McInally Associates
• Chris Stewart RIAS, Collective Architecture
friday 13th may – RIAS CONVENTION – ‘Practice and
Pedagogy’
Convention Friday, at the IMAX, will open with the Incorporation’s
Annual General Meeting, followed by an array of world-class
speakers.
The main plenary day of the Convention considers architecture
and education, looking at the prestigious new development at
Glasgow School of Art and the re-use of an historic factory in Bern,
Switzerland to form the new school of art there. The main substance
of the day is a series of informed views on architecture and education
from Scottish, international and world perspectives.
RIAS member
Non-member
RIAS concessionary*

£99 + £19.80 VAT (£118.80)
£150 + £30.00VAT (£180.00)
£25 + £5.00 VAT (£30.00)

* Concessionary rate applies to RIAS student/retired and hardship membership classes.

seona reid

nathalie régnierkagan

jorge silvetti

chris stewart

ignacio vicens

friday speakers
• Professor Gokay Deveci RIAS RIBA, Gokay Deveci, Chartered
Architect
• Jahn Gehl, Gehl Architects, Copenhagen
• Ian Hamilton RIAS, President GIA
• Stefan Lobsiger, Architekt Rolf Mühlethaler
• Henry McKeown RIAS, JM Architects
• Professor Gordon Murray PPRIAS RIBA RIAI RTPI, Gordon
Murray Architects
• Kim Nielsen, 3XN, Copenhagen
• Professor Seona Reid CBE, Glasgow School of Art
• Nathalie Régnier-Kagan, Michel Kagan Architecture, Paris
• Jorge Silvetti, Machado and Silvetti Associates, Boston
• Ignacio Vicens, Vicens & Ramos, Madrid
convention dinner and ceilidh
St Andrew’s in the Square, 8pm until 1am. Dress code: smart/
casual.
Cost

£50 + £10.00 VAT per person (£60.00)

architectural walking tour
Guided walking tour on Saturday morning of some of Glasgow’s
architectural highlights led by RIAS Secretary Neil Baxter. Leaves
from CitizenM Hotel, 60 Renfrew Street, at 10.30am.
RIAS member
Non-member

Free
£10 + £2.00 VAT (£12.00)

(Note: numbers are very restricted for this tour).

The RIAS is grateful for the generous sponsorship from Velux and
Select for this year’s Convention.

a full programme and booking form for the
convention can be downloaded from the rias
website, www.rias.org.uk
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Hydre offices
Tanger/Boronat streets
Fermin Vazquez
Is all that glisters gold? The ‘innie / outie’
play of facade measles recalls Neolithic
markings on standing stones. Little chance
that this building will be viewed with awe in
5,000 years.

This short article, on the continuing
regeneration of Barcelona, is a collaboration
between RIAS Secretary, Neil Baxter and one of
the Student Representatives on RIAS Council,
Ruairidh Moir who has worked in the city. The
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preamble and photographs are by Neil, the
captions and commentary on each project by
Ruairidh. With many thanks to David Mackay Hon
FRIAS, MBM Arquitectes for organising the tour
and providing the architectural credits.
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“Can Framis” Cultural Centre
Boronat 150
Jordi Badia
The old/new interface may take its reference from
the ‘bendy-bus’ aesthetic in the joining component
between buildings. The articulation of re-use
against blank in the existing building’s fenestration
is intriguing. The architect, whilst dealing with
the conversion of an existing factory, has created a
dynamic tension between old and new.

Pompeu Fabra University “Ca
L’Aranyo” (1872)
Roc Boronat street
Josep Benedito and Ramon Valls
Is this a building or a multi-storey car park? The dull
repetition of the horizontal articulation of floor upon
floor on the facade seems to favour the latter option.

The dramatic physical transformation of
Barcelona, in the years leading up to the
1992 Olympic Games, under its then Mayor
Pasqual Maragall, is frequently cited as an
exemplar process of physical, social and
economic urban transformation. It is a
process which continues.
Over the last decade the densely dwelt
industrial area of Poblenou, bisected by
the Diagonal Avenue, has been the focus
for substantial public investment which,
in turn, has served as a catalyst for major
private and institutional development.
Rather like the artist formerly known as
Prince, who traded for a period under
a symbol rather than a name, the area
is somewhat cryptically entitled 22@
Barcelona. However the unusual moniker
hasn’t hampered its development. The
ambition is that, ultimately, this huge, 115
block area, will incorporate 4,000 new, state
subsidised homes, of which a minimum of
25% will be for rent (adding to the area’s

4,614 established dwellings), over 100,000
metres of new green space and that 145,000
metres of land will be built upon, generating
130,000 jobs.
The images in these pages, snapshots
by yours truly taken on a recent trip
to the city, give an impression of the
variety of approaches of both local (MBM
Arquitectes) and visiting (Jean Nouvel,
David Chipperfield) talents. Such images
are fragmentary glimpses and cannot
communicate the impression of integrated
and co-ordinated development which
the area conveys to visitors. In fact, these
images, in isolation, hint at what, in
popular parlance, is often referred to as
an “architectural zoo”. However integrity
is delivered by two mechanisms. Firstly
the co-ordination of this development by
a dedicated in-situ team. Secondly and
more crucially, the fact that this extension
of multi-storey Barcelona is being built
within the historic grid, which itself

originates from the 19th Century Cerda
plan, which delineated the Barcelona grid
and was subsequently adopted when MBM
brought the city down to the sea for the Vila
Olimpica.
A key to the success of Cerda’s plan was
ease of access through the delineation of
large bisecting boulevards and key avenues,
cutting through the rectilinear grid on
the angle. The “Diagonal” does just that.
In connecting the Barcelona Convention
Centre and the Plaza de les Glories via the
Diagonal, 22@ Barcelona continues a pattern
of growth following a brilliant historic
model. The contrast between this intelligent
response to history and other significantly
less successful multi-storey developments
at Barcelona’s seaward edge, demonstrates
that for ambitious regeneration to succeed,
retaining the established grain of the city is
a good place to start.
Neil Baxter
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Pompeu Fabra University
“Can Framis”
Tanger 140
Federic Crespo
Sugar cube modernism – no signs of an
inhabited facade. Despite the dwarfing
height, the brick chimney is, far more human
scaled, its materiality can be pared down
from the monolithic to the hand-held brick.

RBA Publishing House
Roc Boronat street
MBM Arquitectes
The articulation of function on this facade is
clear. The sunlight deflectors are not the usual
bolt-on light oppressors – they punctuate
rather than obscure. The diagrammatic
functions of this building are clearly defined.

Media-TIC offices
Roc Boronat/Sancho d’Avila
Enric Ruiz Geli
There is something other-worldly about the
Buckminster Fuller flavour of the triangulated
fenestration and structural bracing. The
building almost has an insect personality
– bluebottles eyes reflect the startled
sunlight to the street. Whether ‘ethylene
tetrafluoroethylene’ is truly a suitable material
for the external skin of a building only time
will tell (I suspect fairly soon!).
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offices RTVE Spanish Radio
Television
Boronat 133-135
Carme Ribas and Pere Joan
This building is strangely defensive on its
street frontage. Its material contrast, from
supremely solid stone to subtle light steel,
draws a parallel with the rusticated stone
bases of renaissance palazzos in contrast to
their upper levels of smooth ashlar.

Design Hub (under construction)
MBM Arquitectes
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This shot, of the work in progress, lends anticipation for the dynamic
spaces in the DHUB. Its form is delineated by the steel grid – a play
between solid and void. The nudging of the cantilever over the Gran
via / Diagonal roundabout offers drivers an exciting perspective of a
building which has been adapted to fit this urban edge.

Housing
Almogavers 215-229
Antoni de Moragas/Susanna
Itarte/Eva Mercader

Plaza de les Glories and
Diagonal Avenue
Foreground: offices
- David Chipperfield;
Background: 1. two hotels;
2. Agbar offices towerJean Nouvel; 3. Design Hub
(under construction) - MBM
Arquitectes

Barcelona or Legoland? Architectural
gimmickry rather than local identity seems
to have the upper hand here. External
landscaping and sense of ownership are also
lacking but the residents may add character
to the building, perhaps by hanging banners
proclaiming “volem un barri digne!” (we want
a better neighbourhood).

This image includes a slice of Nouvel’s
Torre Agbar, abstracted from its inevitable
iconographic connotations. The foreground
tower is supposedly contextual in relation to
Barcelona’s diagonal avenue – however there
is little here that speaks of Catalonia - its
fenestration speaks of the neo-modern.
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a scottish longhouse
communal self-build for rural communities
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Ian Begg FRIAS, who was profiled in the last issue of RIAS
Quarterly, has undertaken extensive research into low cost and selfbuild housing solutions. This proposal, produced by Begg, under his
research moniker 3:4, outlines a speculative low cost communal living
project which Begg advocates for disadvantaged groups in rural
situations. For reasons of space, only a selection of the drawn and
technical information on the project is incorporated here. Anyone
wishing to support this endeavour or learn more should contact Ian
c/o nbaxter@rias.org.uk.
Background to the Kyles Camp Project: A
Cluster Housing Scheme
It is a long time since ordinary people in Europe could build a house
for virtually no financial outlay. Rather primitive looking houses
like the “black house” on the Outer Hebrides of Scotland were
possibly the last, built by the owner, assisted by other members
of the local community. They were sound structures, able to
withstand the wild Atlantic climate and were also eco-friendly, but
they were built of stone and that commodity is no longer available
to the individual at no cost.
Building a house today under the normal contracting method
is very expensive. This proposal outlines a way of building that
reduces the work done by the builder, particularly on site, uses
local materials where possible and can be erected fast.
This experiment is not intended as an urban solution, nor is
it seen as an isolated dwelling house. The project is seen rather as
a housing solution where a group of people can live together as a
form of collective but each person has his/her own front door to a
small house. This is attached to a common room which can provide
many practical, supporting facilities. The group would be of people
with roughly similar needs. They might be old people needing
shelter and care, or they might be young people who have been
unable to fit into society for one reason or another and cannot
be simply given house keys and left to get on with it. Sadly many
young people have been let down by our society and know neither
how to look after a house nor how to look after themselves.
This is a rural project, ideally sited among trees, but certainly
close to a bus service. Apart from drawings, a single unit has been
erected as an experiment and a model has been constructed to
demonstrate the idea.

The Kyles Camp Project
This is a semi-permanent cluster housing proposal to address a
crucial part of the housing problem in Scotland. The target is to
house the homeless whether this situation arises through drink,
drugs or simply neglect. Many people, for one reason or another,
don’t know how to live and look after themselves and keep a
house. They need to learn necessary skills. This involves teaching
and care.
The project has a base and ten identical satellite houses fastened
onto the base. The satellites are small (14.5 square metres) but can
accommodate one or two persons. Part of the idea supporting this
is the encouragement of self-help, while still allowing individual
freedom. A skilled paid warden will be in overall charge, bringing
in extra help as required. The warden should not live-in. It is not
his or her house but provision for overnight watch is included.
The base is a well finished “shed”, essentially a prefabricated
agricultural shed (28m x 8.8m) but finished to living standards.
The satellite ‘tents’ are built from panels, basically of timber,
prefabricated to strict dimensions, erected on site without need
for a crane. A scale model exists. Each ‘tent’ has its own front door
but also internal communication with the base. Apart from a bed,
it has a sink, table and chairs, a small refrigerator, a store room and
a shower/wc. Under-floor heating is employed.
The overall dimensions of the project are 28.6m x 21.3m. To get
maximum benefit from the rising sun it would be ideal if the group
could lie on an E-W axis. Decisions have yet to be taken about
the construction of this project, but the idea is that the central
common room block will be built first, using a prefabricated
agricultural shed as the basic structure.
Initially, the temporary workshop will be fully insulated and
fitted with all the windows, doors etc which will be required in
the final form. Within the workshop the 150 identical sized panels
to build the 10 satellite living pods will be built from imported,
precision-cut framing members and panel face boards, windows and
doors, all within a metal jig to ensure accuracy. Timber members and
facing board will all be made from timber from Scots forests.
When the panels have been erected the workshop tools and
fittings will be moved to the next job site, and the finishing of the
common room and fitting of the shower/wc pods will be carried out.
If it proves to be more efficient to have the panels made elsewhere
and delivered to the site complete then that is how it will be done.
Ian Begg FRIAS
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STUDENTS

Homesickness and cultural differences are
the least of your problems when working in
Borneo. Ian Hall, founder of Arkitrek explains
the ethos of this unusual, architect-led mission
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while Oliver Wilson, student at the Dundee
School of Architecture shares his experiences,
coming up with environmentally friendly
designs whilst turning down rice wine offers.
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arkitrek
Far away from the dreary British weather, Part One student Oliver
Wilson is learning how increased affluence could spell doom for
the traditional Rungus longhouse design. In the northern tip
of Malaysian Borneo concrete structures signify a rise in status
within the tight knit community.
Wilson had come to Borneo as an intern for Arkitrek. The goal
of this British-owned, Malaysia-based, architectural enterprise
is straightforward: to combine education with environmentally
responsible design. Since it started in 2009, five students from
Scottish Schools of Architecture have participated in Arkitrek’s
internship or design and build camps.
In this article, Wilson describes the architectural heritage of
the Rungus people and the social and environmental challenges
for contemporary architecture.
Arkitrek’s core social objective is to conserve nature. Rural
communities such as the Rungus have a direct bearing on nature
conservation through agriculture, hunting and recreational
activities. At this intersection of society and nature are issues such
as cultural aspiration, natural resource management, land tenure,
agricultural policy and economic growth. How these are managed
will affect whether rural communities will guard or exploit nature.
Tourism can play an important role to help guard against
inappropriate cultural aspiration and degradation of natural
environments. Rapidly developing countries such as Malaysia
tend to value Western principles without pausing to adapt these
to their own climate and culture. Developing countries are also
hungry for natural resources to fuel their growth. By contrast, the
two main assets of tourism worldwide are nature and culture so it
makes sense to look after both.
Arkitrek has partnered with responsible tourism operator
Camps International to help deliver their community tourism
programmes. A key activity for guests, mostly schools groups
and gap year students, is to help build community projects such
as kindergartens and community halls. To deliver projects which
would not otherwise be commercially viable, Arkitrek empowers
students in the construction industry to lead the design,
documentation and construction management processes. This
experiential learning model also extends to the community and
the tourists who are all full participants.
Ian Hall

As a Part One student with some previous experience, the main
attraction of Arkitrek was the opportunity to be faced with tasks
outside the norm and to be faced with a clean palette in terms
of design approach and communication. For someone who had
never travelled by my own steam outside of Europe, three months
living in a remote village in the tip of Borneo was well beyond my
comfort zone.
One of my tasks in Borneo was to help design and construct a
new kindergarten and community learning centre in the village of
Tinangol. As a total newbie to ‘kampung’ (village) life, living among
an agrarian community like the Rungus and participating in their
everyday tasks helped me to understand their way of life. Their
culture is threatened by modernisation in a rapidly developing
country.
Living in a traditional longhouse and among the community
of the village quickly presented the vibrancy of the Rungus’ social
structure. In recent times this has been threatened by the rise of
the detached concrete dwelling, a new symbol of status among
those who enjoy the benefits arising from intensive production of
commodities such as oil palm or rubber.
Much in the spirit of how the villagers still live their lives,
traditional Rungus longhouses are constructed from what can
be found in abundance in the forest. Built from a combination
of stripped mangrove saplings and bamboo they take advantage
of the best properties that the materials have to offer. A lack of
mechanical fixing means that clever rattan and fibre joints are
expressed throughout the structure.
For defence and for dealing with a monsoonal climate the
superstructure is raised off the ground on ironwood posts. Crooked
posts are purposefully chosen as a simple remedy for a lack of
diagonal bracing. Floors are made from siliu (split bamboo) and
bound with string, providing a smooth platform for communal
eating, socialising and working. Bamboo floors also have the
advantage of a spring underfoot for dancing, which the locals just
love getting a little less than enthusiastic westerner involved in!
Roofs are constructed of nipah palm leaves, intricately stitched
around a bamboo lath. Bark wall cladding is stripped from the
saplings that make up the structure. Longhouses are typically
around one hundred yards long, comprising 20-25 rooms on one
side, each inhabited by one or two families. In the centre is a
corridor, flanked on the other side by a communal veranda.
In the village of Tinangol, this model remains today in the form
of three slightly more modern two-storey longhouses, arranged
radially around the village sports pitch. Although the longhouses
now have sawn hardwood structures and zinc roofing, their layout
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students

kindergarten presentation image

Kindergarten coconut superstructure

and the manner in which they are used remains as it has been for
hundreds of years.
Throughout the day the corridors of the longhouses are hives
of social activity where people shade themselves from the midday sun, work on their handi-crafts, gossip, drink coffee and eat
together. At night time, like anywhere that has twenty or more
families in such proximity there is almost always an excuse
for celebrations. This usually involves song and dance, even if
traditional instruments have made way for karaoke machines!
Many aspects of the vernacular in the longhouse are interpreted in the design and detailing of the kindergarten. The
community’s brief was for a three classroom kindergarten on the
bottom and a community hall on the top. The design response is a
first floor based on a traditional Rungus longhouse and a ground
floor using bio-composite concrete.
As with the traditional longhouse, the structure of the first
floor is raised above the ground, this time on coconut posts.
Coconut is cheap and plentiful and cuts down on the demand for
ironwood which is now locally extinct. The difficulty with using
coconut posts in construction is their susceptibility to rot and
insect attack. The solution is to raise the posts on concrete pads
to reduce the risk. Bolted connections allow posts to be replaced
as required. Bio-composite masonry on the ground floor is being
developed using rice husks from the local mill, mixed with lime,
cement and sand.
Upstairs the design is fully based on a traditional longhouse.
This gave an opportunity to analyse and discuss Rungus building
techniques with the village dignitaries, usually over some local rice
wine. The idea of composing a traditional longhouse over a modern
ground floor was met with the response ‘It makes a change to see
Rungus on top!’
As well as architectural and social experience, the opportunity
to spend time in the rainforest of Sabah brought home the
importance of the preservation of what remains untouched. Sabah
is on the cusp of change. Its natural resources have sustained it
since the dawn of time, and are now rapidly in decline. Sometimes
the best intervention is none at all.
Oliver Wilson, Arkitrek Intern

The communal areas in modern longhouses provide a platform
for social interaction
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for further information, visit:
http://www.architrek.com
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Disaster Zone Solutions at Scott Sutherland School
Architectural designs created by a group of Australian students
in response to the country’s flooding disaster were put on display
at Aberdeen’s Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and Built
Environment in March. The exhibition is a product of the student
society, ‘Tesseract’, which was founded to promote humanitarian
design issues after a group of architecture students went to India
to design a school last summer.
The society runs monthly design competitions online, and has
received scores of entries from students around the world. Last
month’s brief was to design a humanitarian solution responding
to the current flooding disasters around the globe. As a result
the students were contacted by Glenda Caldwell, an architecture
lecturer from Queensland University of Technology (QUT) in
Brisbane, who wanted to run the brief as a university project for
her students.
This led to 160 fourth year students working together in
groups of four, each presenting their own solution to the problem.
A selection of these were exhibited in the Scott Sutherland School
building from 22 – 25 March.
Glenda said: “The students from QUT are extremely excited to
participate in Tesseract’s competition as part of their assessment.
This is an incredible opportunity for them; it’s not every day these
students have global exposure of their work, or have the chance to
voice their response to such a disaster through design.”
Third year architecture student, Anna Grill (23), one of the coordinators of the exhibition, said, “We are really excited about this;
it’s an amazing opportunity to connect students around the world
to humanitarian issues, and encourage future architects to take on
a role of responding to these disasters.
It also gives the Australian students a voice and opportunity
to share what they have experienced. It will, of course, be very
interesting to see the solutions devised by those who have actually
been affected by events that can seem so remote to us.”
Anna, who is from Stockholm, Sweden, was part of a group of
students who went to Delhi last summer to design a new school
and women’s shelter for the charity Anusaran. Since then the
group has remained in contact with the charity with a view to
taking their designs forward.

For further information please visit:
http://tesseractproject.wordpress.com/

Members of the Tesseract student society display design
concepts from Queensland UniversitY

QRBT: Quick Response Balloon Transport - utilising quick
response techniques to save lives – a balloon, which inflates
rapidly, much like an airbag in a car, fuelled by a small burner,
and pre-packed with emergency foods and medicine.

Sleeves Of Salvation: Temporary sleeves
attached through a suction cup system between windows
for quick escape to rescue site.
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students

THE BIG CRIT
dementia care centre, katie mcPate march

Jonathan Mennie, a Masters student on the Big
Crit Committee anticipates this year’s event.
The Big Crit is an annual event organised by staff and students
from the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and Built
Environment in Aberdeen. It is a day long public discussion about
the work of architecture students within the school, with individual
presentations and reviews of work from all years and Masters units.
The aim is to draw general lessons about architectural design from

the tower building, David DaltoN march
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an analysis of students work and a review of the school’s studio
briefs, with a number of high profile architects and critics reflecting
on the proposals. At the end of the reviews, the critics and public
are invited to reflect and comment about individual schemes and
talk about the work in the context of broader discussions about
contemporary architecture and urbanism.
The event is a fantastic opportunity to see the work undertaken
by students over the last year and explore some of the design,
construction and social issues that the school embarks upon.
There is a social event in the school and adjacent grounds after the
critiques have finished.
This year’s Big Crit will take place in the School on Thursday
May 19th. This year’s guest critics are Peter St John, of Caruso St
John, Annalie Riches from RHMA, William Mann from Witherford
Watson Mann Architects and Ellis Woodman from Building Design,
alongside Masters Studio tutors, Neil Gillespie from Reiach and
Hall, and Alan Dunlop of Alan Dunlop Architects.
A public social event is being planned for the night before in
which the critics will be able to introduce themselves and their
work.
Jonathan Mennie
The Scott Sutherland School of Architecture,
The Robert Gordon University

Please visit www.bigcrit.org for up to date
information.
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shetland sustainable housing competition
Shetland Islands Council, promoter of the Shetland Sustainable Housing Competition, ran
a parallel competition for students from the Scottish Schools of Architecture. In spite of
considerable interest and activity from students, only one entry materialised by the deadline. It was
submitted by George Kitson from the university of edinburgh and unanimously awarded first place.
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images from ‘cities for people’ by jan gehl
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CITIES FOR PEOPLE
JAN GEHL
ISLAND PRESS
£31.00
Is Copenhagen a better place to be than
New York? In Cities for People, Jan Gehl’s
latest book, he counter-poses the ‘noisy and
aggressive traffic environment’ of the Big
Apple with the ‘attractive safer streets’ of
the Danish capital. The Copenhagen street
has two way traffic, bike paths and a median
strip and the New York streets one way with
three lanes of yellow cabs racing past high
rise blocks and advertising hoardings.
In order to reinforce the argument
graphically, under the heading ‘reordering
priorities’, a picture of a New York street
with red cross beside it sits on the page next
to an image of a redesigned Copenhagen
street and a green tick. According to Gehl
the noisy, aggressive New York street
undermines social interaction and public
life. Good urban design should be organised
to get people to slow down and linger in
public spaces, to construct what is known
as lively cities. This idea is often bandied
around UK planning departments and
architecture schools – but is it true?
Jan Gehl has been a major influence on
the development of urban design over the
past ten years. At the end of last year his
studio published a report with proposals
for Edinburgh’s public spaces – in particular
Princes Street. Gehl Architects latest book
provides a summary of the practice’s

thinking in a ‘how-to’ format complete with
a ‘toolbox’ at the back. For those involved
in urban design it provides some useful
insights into how one might address the
issues of cycling, pedestrian walkways and
public space.
The book was produced by Gehl through
Island Press, the publishing company of The
Center for Resource Economics and funded
by Realdania Foundation, a trust supported
by large financial institutions. Cities for
People has the feeling of a self published
book and might have benefited from the
discipline of an external publisher.
The weakness of this handbook is that
it pretends to provide more than ‘how-to’
practical advice. Within the text is a critique
of modernist urbanism, a smattering of
sociology, a large dollop of socio-psychology
and even some evolutionary stuff. There are
passing references to Jane Jacobs, Camillo
Sitte, Oscar Newman and Christopher
Alexander but the authors choose to assert
their position rather than subject their
work to discipline of a clearly formulated
argument.
In this sense this is a book for those that
are already converted to the cause of new
urbanism (although Gehl’s followers would
dismiss the association). The car is rarely
referred to without being prefaced by the
word ‘invasion’ – as if there was a natural
state at which the city was just right and
this balance was disturbed by the arrival
of an alien being. The car is no more or less
alien than the medieval city plan.
The commitment to the pedestrian takes
on a highly moral tone. The book opens
with a quote from the Danish philosopher
Kierkegaard (1813-1855) “Every day I walk
myself into a state of well being...” he wrote.
I like to walk but I don’t endow the leisure
activity with any greater meaning than it
deserves. Gehl relies heavily on Venice as an
example of an idea pedestrian city. Venice
is a magnificent Medieval and Renaissance
city – but it struggles to survive in the
modern world and exists only as a tourist
destination.
No doubt this book will prove very
popular among policy makers who imagine
that the technical problems of organising

the modern city and the complex social
questions of public life can be resolved by
simplistic design solutions. For starters
why is it that I would rather be on the noisy
dirty streets of New York than ‘the world’s
longest coffee table’ Copehagen’s Strøget?
Penny Lewis

A Garden + Three Houses
Jane Brown
Turn End Charitable Trust
£25.00
William Morris espoused the simple
life and cherished “…a sanded floor and
whitewashed walls, and the green trees, and
flowery meads, and living waters outside
(as the)…very foundation of refinement”.
He commissioned Philip Webb to realize his
aesthetic ambitions in the Red House (1860)
which, of course, has proved an inspiration
for succeeding generations of designers.
The architect Peter Aldington (born
1934) has been lauded for his deft handling
of untrammeled materials and subtle
interventions within sensitive sites. His
residential work aspires to that same
pared back existence promoted by Morris
but informed by a loose fusion of English
vernacular architecture and Scandinavian
Modernism.
Jane Brown’s beautifully illustrated
book A Garden + Three Houses documents
Aldington’s development at Turn End in the
village of Haddenham, Buckinghamshire.
He purchased the half-acre site at auction
in 1963 and designed a cluster of three
low-rise houses (largely self-built) which is
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widely acknowledged as the quintessential
example of his oeuvre. It might even be
likened to an English village version of the
celebrated garden at the Katsura Imperial
Villa.
Turn End’s layout is informal and
focuses around a small entrance court.
Each house is L-shaped and comprises 2/3
bedrooms with private courtyards to the
front and larger gardens to the rear. The
palette of materials is largely restricted
to (single leaf) 9” aerated concrete blocks,
roughcast harling, terracotta floor tiles
and pan tiles for the roof. There is little
extravagance or excess here, other than
in the fecundity of horticultural species
collected within the gardens which enfold
and cocoon the houses from neighbouring
properties.
Jane Brown has written extensively
on garden design, including The Modern
Garden (2000), but it is telling that she
is not an architect per se. So there is no
reference to Alvar Aalto or any contrived
allusions to sleek blonde-wood furniture
and the purity of form. Instead, she adopts
a more reportage approach to the text and
simply tells the story of how Turn End was
realized through a succession of charming
anecdotes and asides: so we learn about the
protracted saga to secure planning consent,
the privations of making do with sleeping
bags and primus stoves, and the inevitable
struggles in balancing a limited budget but
avoiding compromise.
The project’s significance is reflected in
its Grade 2* listing and RIBA medal and,
although still the family home, Turn End
has now been placed under the stewardship
of a charitable trust who will safeguard
Aldington’s legacy. In addition to publishing
the book, the trust also mounted a touring
exhibition (designed by Richard Murphy
Architects). You can also immerse yourself
in Aldington’s opus by holidaying at the
‘Anderton House’ which now belongs to the
Landmark Trust.
Essentially, Turn End is an affirmation
of Peter Aldington’s profound love of
nature with the garden realm elevated
to a thing of timeless beauty, a place of
contemplation which transcends our earthly
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bonds. His inventive flair and picturesque
manipulation of the landscape ties him into
that distinguished linage which includes
Edward Lutyens + Gertrude Jekyll, Vita
Sackville-West + Harold Nicolson and
Vanessa Bell + Duncan Grant. Turn End
hints at that mysterious alchemic power
which some architects can muster when
inspired by an evocative site or in response
to Le Corbusier’s poetic counsel to create
“…a great lesson in exactitude of foresight,
in eloquence of form, in fantasy through
diversity.”
Mark Cousins RIAS

THE ARCHITECTURE OF HARRY
WEESE
Robert Bruegmann, Building
Entries by Kathleen Murphy
Skolnik
WW Norton & Company
£43.00
This book paints an astonishingly full picture of a very gifted, extremely prolific, but,
until recently, largely unknown American
architect. The author, Robert Bruegmann
who is Professor of Art History, Architecture
and Urban Planning at the University of
Illinois, has carefully researched Weese’s life
and he tells a story which could be regarded
as essential reading for anyone setting out
on a life in architecture.
The book is in two separate sections,
the first being Bruegmann’s story of Harry
Weese’s life from childhood through to
retirement and the second a very detailed
and illustrated catalogue of a substantial
selection of Weese’s projects compiled

by Kathleen Murphy Skolnik. Although
separate, the two sections are nonetheless
complementary but the cross referencing of
text to catalogue is disappointing. However,
with sufficient time and application, the
progression of life and projects can be
linked together by the reader.
Born in 1915, Weese was in many ways
the complete architect. Encouraged by his
father who had a real interest in land and
property, Weese’s first building was a family
holiday house, partly self-built in the 1936
summer vacation during his architectural
training. There is no better way to learn
about what makes buildings work both in
terms of design and construction and the
writer describes the obvious delight that
this brought to Weese.
As a student, Weese’s contemporaries
were Eero Saarinen, Edward Larrabee
Barnes, Ralph Rapson, Paul Rudolph,
Charles and Ray Eames, while another, IM
Pei, remained one of his best friends for
the rest of his long life. During his studies
he travelled in Europe and was captivated
by Scandinavian design and politics and
entranced by the modern architecture
which he saw there. He felt that man and
nature were somehow closer in unison in
Europe than they were in America and he
was greatly impressed by the thinking of
Alvar Aalto when he visited the USA in 1938
and 39.
Although he was influenced to some
degree by the rational and austere modernists of the day such as Mies van der Rohe who
he met, his Scandinavian experience gave
him a deep regard for human scale, natural
materials and comfort. This, together with
his interest in the relationship of new and
old which had been stimulated by his visits
to Europe, gave him a different perspective
from many of his contemporaries. Despite
his obvious passion for new buildings, he
was one of the first architects in America to
take a real interest in the conservation and
reuse of old or interesting buildings.
He considered that the basis of all design
was problem solving and was ready and
willing to apply this to anything from the
macro to the micro scale, rarely repeating
himself. Much of his work is delightful,
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James Frazer Stirling: Notes
from the Archive
Anthony Vidler
Yale University Press
£35.00
Glasgow-born James Stirling (1924-1992)
was, arguably, our most influential and
controversial post-war architect. Certainly
his oeuvre has always garnered considerable
respect within the profession but his
standing started to wane following his
untimely death.
Fortunately, this neglect seems to
be coming to an end with a spate of new
publications (including Mark Crinson’s
James Stirling and Alan Berman’s Jim
Stirling and the Red Trilogy) and a major
retrospective exhibition co-organized

by the Canadian Centre for Architecture
(CCA) and the Yale Center for British Art
which receives its European premier at Tate
Britain (5th April – 21st August 2011).
This welcome resurgence of interest
in Stirling’s work is, in part, an initiative
by the Yale School of Architecture, where
he taught for some 20 years. Indeed, they
initiated a revealing exhibition entitled An
Architect’s Legacy: James Stirling’s Students
at Yale, 1959 – 1983 which gathered together
some of his distinguished alumni.
Acquired by the CCA in 2000, the James
Stirling/Michael Wilford archive comprises
over 40,000 drawings, photographs,
records and models. Anthony Vidler has
expended six years sifting through this
material in preparation for this weighty
book. Vidler is a highly regarded academic
who has written extensively on challenging
topics such as Warped Space and the
Architectural Uncanny. He is therefore well
qualified to undertake the herculean task
of dissecting Stirling’s legacy and offering
some telling observations on the complex
relationships between personality, politics
and architectural design. Vidler also offers
us a critical reflection on his early career
and formative education – encapsulated
in the cover image of a faded model of his
‘House for the Architect’ (1948).
This book is an essential purchase, not
least because of the plethora of previously
jon jardine

particularly on those projects which were for
his own use or where he was the developer,
responsible himself for the risk, rather than
working for a client, however enlightened.
The small but immaculate Shadowcliff
house, which he designed for Northwest
Industries President, Ben W Heineman,
is stunning in its conception let alone
its execution. The way in which he dealt
with every part of the Washington DC
Metro project established him as the
country’s foremost designer of rail transit
systems and as one of the most significant
figures in the history of American
architecture. He followed a business plan
which sought to take on a different sector
of work at least every five years and so, in
his long working life, he produced a huge
and varied range of work – in itself beyond
the imagination of most architects. His
client list was enviable.
However, the end of Bruegmann’s tale
is salutary. Weese was unable, or certainly
unwilling, to delegate within his practice,
preferring instead to retain complete
control over all of the work and failing to
install the management, organisation and
succession planning which is essential for
the continuation of any business in the
longer term. Key personnel sooner or later
realised that they had no future with Weese
and so left to join other practices or to form
their own. The chapter entitled “A Slow
Fade” takes the icing off the cake rather
than the converse and it is clear that Weese’s
passionate enthusiasm for all aspects of
life and work and his urge to continue to
generate new ideas would not allow him
to leave the stage with grace when his time
was clearly up.
Despite that sombre note, the sheer
amount and quality of work produced by
Weese is extraordinary and his contribution
to the built environment in America and
beyond is very significant. Time spent
reading Bruegmann’s sensitive story and
pouring over Skolnik’s beautiful catalogue
will be time well spent.
Roy Milne FRIAS

Wissenschaftszentrum, Berlin
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unpublished material, including numerous
drawings, models and (even) lecture notes.
Here we see rough sketches, diagrams
and doodles hurriedly scribbled on to
embarkation cards, currency exchange
dockets and airplane tickets as the design
evolves before being condensed into a crisp
set of presentation drawings. The book
promulgates the veracity of hand drawings
over slick computer renderings and allows
us to more fully appreciate the architect’s
struggle to realize a major project such as
the Wissenschaftszentrum in Berlin (197987) as it mutates through a range of quirky
variations and subtle permutations. The
book undoubtedly bolsters the anti-digital
backlash currently gathering momentum.
Stirling did not espouse an overtly
theoretical approach and instead preferred
to develop design through an iterative
sequence of drawings. Essentially his
approach is based on a thorough analysis
of the brief which is then fragmented
and finally fused to a circulation system.
This coagulation process is tested
through exploratory drawings, sketches,
axonometrics and (his trademark) worm’s
eye views.
Some skeptics may still view Stirling
as a chameleon-like figure who explored
a variety of -isms and skirted perilously
close to Post-Modern indulgence. However,
his work was always informed by a degree
of moral certainty and a long-standing
passion for architecture in the widest sense.
In many ways he represents a link back to a
more optimistic era, shaped by a burgeoning
meritocracy.
Certainly Vidler’s book endorses
Stirling’s conviction that most architects are
doomed to merely regurgitate Modernist
tropes. His stated aim was simply to
“…continue the development and also
extend the limited vocabulary of modern
architecture.” Stirling was suspicious of a
profession stymied by its heroic past, but
was determined to press ahead, confident
in his erudition and understanding of an
architecture sustained by our enduring
humanity.
Mark Cousins RIAS
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Glasgow Green Renewed: End
of Project Report
Glasgow City Council
RIAS
£50.00
Glasgow Green is the city’s oldest park and
was gifted to its citizens in 1450. It lays
claim to a rich and chequered past including
“… events of world-wide significance”.
However, there was a time when the
parklands went largely unnoticed by the
populace of Glasgow. Originally it had been
a surrogate garden for the locals and a site
for washing/drying but, by the early 1990’s,
it attracted a less than salubrious crosssection of society, including drunks, drug
users, kerb crawlers and prostitutes.
An air of neglect permeated much
of Glasgow’s East End and the park felt
decidedly unloved and undervalued.
Maintenance had been cut back, essential
infrastructure improvements were stalled
and an impressive collection of monuments
(statues, memorials, obelisks, fountains,
etc.) were crumbling.
The most poignant symbol of this
decline was the Doulton Fountain designed
by AE Pearce for the 1888 International
Exhibition of Science, Art and Industry. This
elaborate terracotta fountain was the largest
of its kind and a bombastic affirmation
of Victorian self-confidence. It measures
14m high, with an outer basin diameter of
21m, and is a paean to Britain’s Imperial

achievements. This glorious confection
encapsulates the supposed diversity of
the Empire by illustrating the (exclusively
white) people of Australia, South Africa,
India and Canada. The latter, for example,
is represented by a seated woman caressing
a sheaf of corn next to a standing man
stroking a moose’s head with an impish
beaver visible by his left foot.
A sorry catalogue of progressive loss
and decay culminated in some wanton
vandalism during the 1999 Trades Fortnight.
Fortunately, the assault helped galvanize
the Council to try to safeguard the park’s
heritage assets and initiate a programme
of major repairs and enhancements to its
amenity value. This transformative process
has taken seven years and cost over £10
million but is comprehensively documented
in the publication of Glasgow Green Renewed:
End of Project Report.
The subtitle accurately reflects
the contents of the book which sifts
through the minutiae of this massive
project, acknowledges the numerous
contributors and summarizes issues such
as policy framework, grant applications
and development stages before attempting
to assess the benefits accrued. No doubt,
given its hefty price tag, the book is aimed
at the professional sector; so if your interest
is general then perhaps Neil Baxter’s
2007 publication The Wee Green Book:
The Extraordinary Story of Glasgow Green,
Britain’s Oldest Public Park might be a more
appropriate (and cost effective) purchase?
The renaissance of Glasgow Green
reflects the resurgence in civic pride evident
in the East End, especially given the success
of projects such as St. Andrew’s-in-theSquare, Homes for the Future and Trongate.
The book would have benefited from a more
discursive closing chapter perhaps opening
up the wider debate around urban renewal,
place making, changing priorities and the
proliferation of CCTV as a panacea for
miscreant behaviour.
Mark Cousins rias
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Self-Fab House - 2nd
Advanced Architecture
ContesT
Lucas Cappelli and Vicente
Guallart
Institute for Advanced
Architecture of Catalonia
£20.00
Housing is important, and the Self-Fab
House Contest run by the Institute for
Advanced Architecture Catalonia was an
important architecture competition. It
was also a successful competition, with
more than 500 entrants, and its results are
certainly worthy of publication. This book
gathers together the winners and around
a hundred other submissions in a dense
pocket-sized format.
The brief was to find ideas and solutions
for making houses in a cleaner, greener and
more efficient way, with submissions in
six categories: Do it Yourself; Auto & Bio
Generated; Materials and Constitution;
Recycled and Readapted; Modulated and
Prearranged and Digitally Fabricated. With
entries from all over the world a rich variety
of ideas is presented, some of which are
climate or site specific, but many of which
strive to be universal solutions for housing
need. Perhaps this is inevitable in an age
of population explosion and significant
housing shortage the world over, but there
is also a preoccupation with solutions for
temporary housing provision following
destruction from natural disaster.

Tang and Dihua’s first prize-winning,
umbrella-inspired, ‘Folded House’ is a delight
in its simplicity and in the variety of forms
that its builders could create. It is however,
little more than a robust and elegant tent
with an exo-skeleton of bamboo poles, so
does not beckon a revolution. The secondprize scheme by Luis Aguirre Manso also
employs bamboo as a regenerating, biodegradable resource, this time to create a
more climate-specific and extensive house
for Columbia. Okuda, Ho Alvin and Yu Ian’s
BVMS – Biodegradable Vacuum formed
Modularised Shelter however uses cuttingedge technologies to make a lego-inspired
form that can create double-skin shelters,
not unlike poly tunnels. The glaring
impracticalities of a building that degrades
after about 20 days do not matter, but the
thinking could really lead somewhere.
This goes for many of the other projects
that start to engage with cutting-edge
technology. The IaaC’s own Fab-Lab allows
realisation of some prototypes through
computerised laser cutting and milling
of plastics, wood and metals and allows
for exploration of designs that might be
rolled out on an industrial scale. A short
essay by the IaaC’s Marta Malé-Alemany
talks of this approach giving people ‘the
opportunity to imagine and construct their
own tools, appliances, furniture and – why
not – dwelling places, locally’. This might
work if you or your country has money but
hasn’t vernacular building evolved through
simple necessity, availability of cheap or free
materials and passed on straightforward
building techniques?
Parachuting
new
methods
of
construction into and around the planet
will always be met with natural resistance. I
am reminded of the recent story of a skilled
contractor in Scotland who set to work
raggling and routing an Austrian Cross
Laminated Timber kit for the electrical
cables. He had both failed to grasp that
the timber panels were to be the final
wall finish and that all the service ducts
had already been drilled and threaded out
of sight through the panels during the
manufacturing process.
It is hard to assess how successful or

indeed practical most of the entries would
be because of the tiny scale of the book’s
reproduced drawings. Budget constraints
may have led to the small book format, but as
one of the rainsons d’être for the competition
was to share ideas it is a shame that the
format and some laboured writing stands
in the way of this. We are offered many a
tantalising glimpse, abstract idea and insight
but cannot secure in depth understanding of
many of the entrants’ intentions.
As a result this book is perhaps an
opportunity missed, though I am loath to
be too critical of an enterprise that it is
hard to imagine being replicated in Britain.
Here, decent open competitions are a rarity,
leading to, at best, inertia in our architectural monarchy and at worst a closed door
club of super-firms, protected by a high wall
of PQQ’s. This competition has an excellent
foreword from the Minister of Housing.
Our own government would be well advised
to support similar ventures here.
Wil Tunnell RIAS

TADAO ANDO 1995 – 2010
Francesco Dal Co
PRESTEL Verlag
£50.00
This book is a two hander. At almost 600
pages it is a serious volume, ostensibly
examining the busy and productive years for
Tadao Ando from 1995 to 2010. This sequel
to an earlier catalogue of Ando’s projects,
acknowledges that his career really took
off around 1994, with a series of completed
projects around the world.
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This is a compendium of beautifully
illustrated projects, generously spread over
six or eight pages each, featuring evocative
concept sketches, clear sections, plans
and high quality photography. Almost
a hundred projects are featured, dating
between 1988 and 2010. By any measure
that is a terrific work output. Especially
when the complexity and scale of some of
these proposals is taken into consideration.
An introduction, titled “Echoes from
Another World” by Francesco Dal Co, sets
out the philosophical background to Ando’s
oeuvre. With reference to Cram’s [1905]
Impressions of Japanese Architecture he selects
a passage “…the logic of construction and
the beautiful essence of the material are
perceived simultaneously” as an acceptable
conclusion on Ando’s work.
The main text of the book is a narrative
by Ando entitled “Looking Back on 40
Years of Architecture”. He attributes most
of his enthusiasm for building to being
“self-taught” with no formal architectural
education. During his late 20’s Ando
travelled to Europe and the United States
to familiarise himself with the most
famous monuments from each historic
period. “Sensitive to the dreams of early
Modernism…” Ando recognised “…its
infinite potential rather than its limits” He
was interested in the formal principles of
Modernism and their practical application
and was keen to resist architectural kitsch
which was becoming popular among
the younger generation who were giving
expression to Postmodernism.
As a novice architect, Tadao Ando found
most of his commissions were for low cost
single occupancy dwellings on tiny plots
in densely populated urban centres. The
Row House, Sumiyoshi, in 1976 generated
much adverse criticism for its introspective
courtyard plan with blank walls closing off
the outside world. After ten years designing
‘closed unit’ buildings for tight urban
sites, Ando welcomed the opportunity
to work with ‘nature’ and with light and
views on more attractive sites. He started
to experiment with cutting openings in
perimeter walls and even more significantly
on The Times, Kyoto, where he adds ‘cultural
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Awaji Yumebutai, Tsuna, Hyogo, Japan, 1993-99; Sakura Hiroba (Cherry Tree Park), Osaka, Japan, 2005-2006
(both © Mitsuo Matsuoka); The ‘Oval’, Benesse House, Naoshima, Kagawa, Japan, 1993-95 (© Tomio Ohashi)

value’ to a potentially bland commercial
project by designing more accessible public
space.
A change of direction is discreetly
announced in the narration ”I decided to
stop working on residential and commercial
edifices and instead concentrate exclusively
on public buildings, in particular museum
complexes” This displays a fairly confident
leap within his architecture business. “By
increasing both scale and complexity of
projects I was able to single out a unique
theme of research – the paring down of
superficial elements…” reasons Ando, “…
and this was to become the objective of my
work.”
A series of projects, undertaken over 20
years, on the small island of Naoshima, on
Japan’s Inland Sea, is considered particularly
successful by Ando. He explored the theme
of ‘place’ in each unique and distinctive
location and established a new relationship
for each project out of the dynamic of
nature and art.
Throughout, the narrative is quite
intimate. Ando opens personal windows
into his thinking and understanding of
architecture. “I developed the conviction that
within a consumer society, architecture did
not have to confine itself to simply offering a
service or product.” argues Ando, “However
I was convinced that my projects would not

have been possible without the support of
clients and patrons that sympathised with
my ideas and shared my vision.”
Within the compendium of projects
Ando continues his pithy observations as at
Treviso Italy, where he admires the Benetton
Group as one of Italy’s most dynamic and
entrepreneurial companies. He contrasts
their energy in designing and restoring
old buildings to fulfil new functions, with
the philosophy of Italian public authorities
since the 1960s that “helped disseminate
indolence and indifference to the problems of architecture and the quality of
manufactured products…”
This book is inspiring on so many levels,
that it may take an architectural lifetime to
read and understand what has been read.
Yet every episode is rewarding and each dip
into this Pritzker Prizewinner’s architectural
life is instructive.
Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS

All these new titles
are available at the RIAS
bookshop, 15 Rutland
Square, Edinburgh;
by mail order (0131 229 7545);
or online at
www.rias.org.uk/ebookshop
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loa+ds on guide
Architecture + Design Scotland
Level 2, The Lighthouse, Mitchell Street, Glasgow, G1 3LX
The Scottish Government is the principal sponsor of Architecture and Design Scotland’s
programme of architecture and outreach activities based at The Lighthouse.

Cedric Price – Think the
Unthinkable
Gallery 2, Level 2, Thurs 31 Mar –
Sat 3 Sept 2011

This exhibition presents the creative
processes and outcomes of the Remodelling
Home project at Scotland’s Housing Expo
2010. The project was created for the Expo
by Claystation, in collaboration with Sust.,
the Scottish Government’s mechanism for
promoting sustainable design in the built
environment.
www.remodellingdesign.com
www.claystation.org
Making Space 2010
Long Gallery, Level 5, Sat 26 Feb
– Sat 21st May 2011

RIBA LIBRARY PHOTOGRAPHS COLLECTION

The questions posed by Cedric Price (1934
– 2003) are still potentially revolutionary.
Is architecture doing as much for people as
comfortable shoes? Do we need buildings,
and if so what for?
This exhibition looks at the ideas which
underlay Price’s celebrated projects, the
Potteries Thinkbelt and the Fun Palace,
exploring their continuing power to inspire
and challenge, and the strong parallels
between Price’s vision of a technologyrich, communications-driven future of
contemporary life in Britain.

The Puckelball Pitch
David Puig Serinya

No Longer Than We Need It
Alcove, Level 2, Thurs 31 Mar –
Sat 3 Sept 2011

‘Making Space 2010’ was a one year
programme, led by Children in Scotland,
which included an international award
promoting innovation, creativity and
sustainability in design for children and
young people aged 0-18. Entries were
received from across the globe.
www.childreninscotland.org.uk/makingspace

Out of everyday materials comes a labyrinth
that can move, change and transform. What
will it become – a maze, a series of rooms or
something unthinkable?

PhotoArch + Scottish Civic
Trust My Place Awards
Level 3 Circulation, 15 Mar – 28
May 2011
PhotoArch Awards are a national
photography competition run by the Scottish
Civic Trust, encouraging primary and
secondary school children to take pictures
of their local architecture. The Scottish Civic
Trust My Place Awards is unique in Scotland
as it is a national celebration of good local
design and conservation as nominated and
evaluated by local people. This exhibition
presents both awards.
www.photoarch.org.uk
www.myplaceawards.org.uk
Material Considerations –
Stone
Sust. Gallery, Level 2, Sat 26 Mar
– Sat 13 Aug 11

Silver Grey Quarry, Creetown
© British Geological Survey

Remodelling Home
Review Gallery, Level 1, Sat 5
Mar – Sat 4 June 2011
kathy de witt

claystation Hutchestown C - Alex Milton,
Euan Winton and Alan Ramsay

A+DS Exhibitions and Events at the Lighthouse

This exhibition showcases stone as a building
material looking at the past, present and
future possibilities for stone construction
in Scotland. Starting with the quarrying
process it looks at this diverse material
investigating the sources and production
process of stone products.
www.sust.org

For more information:
scottisharchitecture.com
exhibitions@ads.org.uk
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM RIAS PRACTICE
If you have issues you would like to discuss
please do noT hesitate to contact us.
Maryse Richardson, Practice Manager
0131 229 7545 mrichardson@rias.org.uk
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Construction Contracts (Scotland)
Regulations
The Scottish Procurement and Commercial Directorate has
concluded its consultation on the amendments for the Scheme
for Construction Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 1998 and the
Construction Contracts Exclusion Order 1998 following changes to
Part II of the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act
1996. The proposed amendments cover two main areas:
•
•

new adjudication provisions,
new requirements for payments notices.

The consultation also sought views on the maintenance of
confidentiality during and after the adjudication process, the
power of the adjudicator to open up and review any decision taken
or certificate issued, the power of the adjudicator to award interest
as “he/she considers appropriate”, and whether the Scheme should
provide for the Court to make an order requiring a party to comply
with the adjudicator’s decision.
JCT and SBCC contracts are now being revised. It is
expected that the JCT and SBCC 2011 Edition will be published
simultaneously, incorporating the amendments, around October
2011.

Introduction of The Town and Country
Planning (General Permitted Development)
(Scotland) Amendment Order 2011
Householder Permitted Development Rights
(PDR)
On Tuesday 11 January, Alan Cameron, representative from
the Scottish Government, attended a meeting of the RIAS
Environment Housing and Town Planning Committee to explain
the background and seek the views of the Committee on the above
consultation paper.
In his introduction, Mr Cameron cited the relaxation of planning
controls on development in relation to existing dwellinghouses
and the removal of the need for planning applications in the
context of the current economic climate. It is part of an efficiency
exercise and is aimed to take 40% of planning applications out
of the system. The Government estimates that approximately

40,000 planning applications made each year in Scotland relate to
householder development.
This is the second round of consultation for PDR. The first
exercise had received mixed reviews and it had been decided that it
was not fit for purpose. This time, stakeholders have been invited
to attend workshops and seminars in advance of the deadline.
Because of the impending Scottish elections and dissolution of
Parliament, it is anticipated that the changes will not take place
until the autumn with transitional arrangements in place over the
summer.
The EHTP drafted a response to the consultation’s questions.
A number of concerns were highlighted at the meeting. These are
summarised below.
•

Concern over Design Standards
It could result in a general lowering of design standards with
no control or protection for the community. It is important to
reinforce the need for quality and consistency of design and
construction to be maintained.

•

Impact on the Architectural Profession
There is concern that the removal of the requirement for a
planning application may reduce the need to employ an agent
and have a negative impact on business.

•

Confirmation from Local Authorities
There will still be a need for independent confirmation that
a development is PDR. Architects may need confirmation
from the local authority in writing. The client will require
some written proof that the development complies with the
regulations. This may be particularly important at the time
of selling the property. Although it will reduce the number
of planning applications, resources will be needed to address
this type of query. Architects are already experiencing
difficulties contacting planning departments. The potential for
independent certification could be explored.

•

Clear Definitions
The EHTP Committee requested clarification of the definition
of “Principal Elevation”. There may be problems in specific
areas where the rear elevation is facing the street. What is the
principal elevation will sometimes be a subjective judgement.
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This is an area where numerous queries may be addressed to
local authorities.
		
The introduction of “back and front curtilage” does not
correspond to any existing definition in law and could introduce
confusion. The introduction of a new concept is not required,
especially as the general accepted definition of cartilage differs
from that being introduced.
•

Listed Buildings
Consideration should also be given to the setting of listed
buildings which are not always in conservation areas and could
be affected by PDR developments. World Heritage Sites, the
need for buffer zones and the setting of conservation areas
were also discussed.

Planning performance statistics 2010/11
(Second Quarter)
The Scottish Government has released statistics on planning
authorities’ performance regarding the processing of planning
applications. The figures are also available for planning applications
by planning authority. To access the statistics, go to: http://www.
scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/28152314/14

Scottish Planning Series: Planning Circular
1 2011: Tree Preservation Orders
In July 2010, a consultation invited the views on proposed changes
to Tree Preservation Orders. This circular and annex set out
Scottish Government Policy on Tree Preservation Orders and trees
in conservation areas. It is intended to provide an overview of the
new TPO procedures, explaining how the requirements from the
Act and Regulations fit together.
The publication can be accessed at: http://www.scotland.gov.
uk/Publications/2011/01/28152314/0

ARB News: Annual Statement of Compliance
In September 2010, following a period of consultation, the Board
decided that it would stop asking architects to complete the annual
Statement of Compliance to confirm that they held professional
indemnity insurance.
After running the exercise for seven years, the Board felt that
it was not a sensible use of resources to ask architects to return
the form every year. This in no way reduces the importance for
all practising architects to ensure that they hold adequate and
appropriate insurance, as expected by Standard 8 of the Architects
Code of Conduct and Practice. It is also vital that you let your clients
know that you hold professional indemnity insurance at the outset
of a project, along with terms of engagement.
The Board may still request evidence of any architect’s cover in
appropriate circumstances, for example, if we receive a complaint
about an architect’s conduct or competence.
The RIAS Insurance and Liability Committee is of the opinion
that monitoring should be retained. The full guidance note was
published on 8th December and can be accessed at: http://www.
arb.org.uk/index.php

Appointment of Building Standards Verifiers
from May 2011
The Building Standards Division commissioned research and
undertook a consultation exercise in 2010 on alternative models of
verification. The RIAS was consulted and a response was submitted
with the help of the RIAS Practice Committee.
Over the last few months Scottish Ministers have been
considering the options open to them for appointing building
standards verifiers from May 2011 onwards.
We have been informed that Ministers have decided to reappoint the 32 local authorities to undertake verification of building
standards from 1 May 2011 to 30 April 2017. The appointment
will be on the same geographical basis as before. BSD indicates
that verifiers will be subject to regular monitoring and periodic
inspection under a performance framework to be developed by
Scottish Government and introduced in May 2012. The performance
framework will build on and develop the improvement agenda that
local authorities have been implementing over the past six years.
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Additionally Ministers have decided to hold a public
consultation on the possible introduction of limited private
verification. This new consultation will be issued shortly and seeks
views on the introduction of the National House Building Council
(NHBC) for the verification of new houses. Views will also be
sought on the terms of any appointment.

Managing Change in the Historic
Environment
Practices are advised that a new set of Government Guidance
Notes which cover everything you need to know about managing
change in the historic environment has just been launched. The 14
guidance notes will replace the Memorandum of Guidance on Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas, which was published in 1998 and
was the main source of such information up until now.
The new notes will be available online, both as PDFs and
printer friendly versions and will be topic based, as well being as
more concise than the previous guidance. They can be accessed at:
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/managingchange

Update to HSE Safety Alert on the Potential
Dangers from Certain Types of Flues
HSE has issued revised technical guidance which requires
inspection hatches to be fitted in properties where the flue is
concealed within voids and cannot be inspected. The updated
safety alert is available on the HSE website: http://www.hse.gov.
uk/safetybulletins/fluesinvoids.htm?ebul=cons/dec10&cr=1

practice services
In response to current concerns of practitioners Practice Services
held the first of a series of seminars on Copyright and Intellectual
Property issues on 23rd March. The content was tailored to reflect
the many queries received on this subject and to answer questions
previously submitted by subscribers. A comprehensive summary
will be published in Practice Information.
Architects will be aware that changes to Part II of the Housing
Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act 1996 will lead to important
changes in contract administration procedure.

A guide to contract documentation is being prepared to coincide
with the release of the SBCC 2011 Edition scheduled for October.
In addition to free downloads of updated contract administration
forms, essential guidance on the use of each certificate will be
provided to Practice Services subscribers.

Sound Insulation and Testing of Residential
Developments
The changes to Section 5 - on Noise, of the Scottish Building
Regulations - and the requirements for post-completion testing
of sound insulation performance will come into force on projects
which are submitted for building warrant on, or after, May 1st and
October 1st this year (2011) - dependant upon the type of project.
Nick Charlton Smith, acoustician and chartered architect has been
working with a number of RIAS committees to produce guidance
and advice on a risk management strategy. The Contracts and
Appointments, Insurance and Liability and Practice Committees
have considered the contractual and liability implications of the
changes and a comprehensive guidance note is to be published in
Practice Information.

Scottish Building Regulations - Section 7
(Sustainability)
The RIAS recently responded to a consultation on sustainability
labelling within building standards from the Scottish Government.
This concerned a proposal that compliance with a new standard 7.1
would be indicated by affixing a label to every new building, similar
to the present Energy Performance Certificate. Legislation is in
preparation for the introduction of a new Section 7 (Sustainability)
and it is intended that this will come into force on 1st May 2011
as an encouragement to increase the standards of sustainability
design. For more detailed information contact Stuart Watson at
the Building Standards Division (sm.watson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk).

If you have issues you would like to discuss,
don’t hesitate to contact maryse richardson:
mrichardson@rias.org.uk

71

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S P R I N G 2 011

When it comes to the environment,
we care. That’s why Senior Architectural
Systems has designed and developed a
unique new concept in facade solutions.
Hybrid is a composite timber and
aluminium window system which
achieves remarkable insulation
properties, and it’s complemented by a
matching door and curtain wall range.
Combining the long life and low
maintenance of aluminium with the
environmentally focused benefits of
engineered timber, the range surpasses
all current benchmarks, which makes it
the ideal solution for both new-build and
refurbishment projects.

Senior Hybrid Systems is a division of Senior Architectural Systems, a major supplier
of glazing systems, specialising in providing aluminium and timber systems to the highest
standards. Operating from strategically situated service centres across the UK the company
maintains its original emphasis on customer service, local availability and forming long term,
mutually beneficial relationships with contractors, specifiers and fabricators.
Unit 4 Dunlop Court, Deans Industrial Estate SW, Livingston, West Lothian EH54 8SL
Tel: 01506 407 640. E-mail: info@seniorhybrid.co.uk Web: www.seniorhybrid.co.uk
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pension legislation changes
New pensions legislation has been introduced affecting those earning higher incomes. However further
significant changes affecting all income bands will be introduced in 2012. frame broadfoot reviews the
changes for higher earners. Subsequent issues of the Quarterly will issue advice for all employers.

The Government has now provided greater clarity regarding the
future of pension tax relief.
The Annual Allowance
The current annual allowance will be reduced from £255,000
to £50,000 from 6 April 2011. This allowance will be fixed until
2015/2016, after which the Government will consider indexing
the allowance for future years. Contributions up to the annual
allowance will qualify for tax relief at marginal rates (including the
50% tax band).
Current Tax Year 2010/11
For payment input periods ending in 2011/12, which began on or
after 14 October 2010, pension premiums will be subject to the
new annual allowance of £50,000. For payment input periods
ending in 2011/12 that have already started before 14 October
2010(i.e. where premiums have already been paid) the total value
of all contributions paid will be tested against the annual allowance
of £255,000 but no more than £50,000 can be paid on or after
14 October 2010 and before the end of the input period. Carry
forward will be available against an annual allowance of £50,000
for tax years 2008/09, 2009/10 and 2010/11 to enable individuals
affected in the first year of the new regime to benefit.
The Lifetime Allowance
From 6 April 2012, the Lifetime Allowance will be reduced from £1.8
million level to £1.5 million, although this date could be brought
forward. This allowance will be fixed until 2015/16, and there is no
suggestion of future increases.
Primary & Enhanced Protection from 6 April 2012
Those registered for Primary Protection will have their Lifetime
Allowance factors based on £1.8 million, even though their future
Lifetime Allowance will reduce to £1.5 million. Those registered for
Enhanced Protection will retain the existing protection, with the
existing rules continuing to apply. The annual allowance charge
could apply to excessive defined benefit accrual.

Exemptions to the new Annual Allowance
From 6 April 2011, the annual allowance test will apply in the year
of crystallising benefits, removing the previous exemption. There
will be no exemptions for early retirement or redundancy. The only
exceptions to the annual allowance will be in the year of death,
or lump sums paid where individuals are diagnosed with serious
(terminal) ill health, or in some cases of major ill health. The exact
meanings will be consulted on and guidelines issued.
Previous Legislation
The previous Labour Government proposed pension tax rules from
April 2011 which would have seen higher rate tax relief on pension
contributions gradually removed for higher earners. People with
taxable income of £130,000 or more would have had to add on the
value of their employer pension contributions. If the total exceeded
£150,000 higher rate tax relief would have started to be removed.
Once the total taxable income plus employer pension contribution
reached £180,000 tax relief would have dropped to 20%.The new
Government is repealing this legislation and replacing this with
the new legislation detailed here.
Conclusions
This new legislation is particularly welcome for high earners who
would have seen pension tax relief restricted from April 2011. The
new legislation allows fuller higher rate tax relief, including the
50% income tax band, bringing back the advantages of pension
planning, although with a restriction on the premium that
can be paid each year. The carry forward legislation is also very
welcome, allowing unused allowances to be brought forward for
large premiums. If you would like advice with regard to pension
planning then please phone RIAS PFS on 0141 226 8866.

RIAS PFS
Tel 0141 226 8866
Email info@riaspfs.com
Web www.riaspfs.com
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contracts of construction and
contracts of insurance
A recent query to RIAS Practice Services suggests that there may be some confusion on the different
insurance policies which are regularly called for within the building contract and appointment
documentation.

The summary below is not exhaustive. In every case you should
read the policy document, with due consideration of all conditions
and exclusions. However, this information identifies the
principal nature of the policy and highlights the salient aspects
of protection – points that you have to consider when reviewing
the insurance requirements contained within any appointment
and/or warranty documents.
General
Construction contract related insurance policies are principally
insurances of liability. This means that they insure the policyholder’s
legal liability to other parties and the insurer will deal with any
claim or alleged claim on the basis of the policyholder’s liability.
The insurer indemnifies the policyholder to the extent of that
liability, or may defend the policyholder’s case if liability is not
admitted.
Liability policies are subject to a Limit of Indemnity, i.e. the
overall limit the insurer will pay under the policy. This can be a
limit applied to “any one claim” (which is the same as “each and
every claim”) or an “aggregate” limit which is applied to all claims
notified during one period of insurance.
Legal expenses incurred by the policyholder or the insurer in
defending a claim are included as part of the cover. Depending on
the type of policy, legal expenses can be paid either in addition to
the Limit of Indemnity or included within the limit.
Liability policies can be either on the basis of “Claims
Occurring” or “Claims Made”.
“Claims Occurring” – The policy which responds is the policy
which is in force at the time of the incident occurring. Employers
Liability and Public Liability/Products Liability policies are “Claims
Occurring”.
“Claims Made” – The policy which responds is the policy which
is in force at the time the claim is made against the policyholder.
Without exception, Professional Indemnity and Directors &
Officers Liability policies are “Claims Made”.
Employers Liability Insurance
This insurance is compulsory under the Employers Liability

(Compulsory Insurance) Act 1969. A certificate of insurance will
be issued by the insurance company and this must be displayed
at each place of business. Employers are required to keep copies
of Employers Liability Certificates for a period of no less than 40
years. So, if you have employees, you must arrange Employers
Liability cover.
If an employee is injured at work, or suffers a work related
illness, they are entitled to make a claim against their employer
for damages. Employers Liability insurance responds to any such
claim on the basis of the employer’s legal liability. If liability is
admitted (in whole or in part) the amount paid to the employee
would be the amount awarded by a court as damages, although in
practice most claims are settled without court involvement.
The definition of an “employee” on an Employers Liability policy
is quite wide and includes persons such as casual or part time staff,
work experience schemes, labour-only subcontractors and the like.
Territorial limits are “Anywhere in the world in connection with
the business”. The Act requires a limit of £5,000,000 but insurers
generally issue policies with a minimum limit of £10,000,000 for
any one event. Limits in excess of that amount can be insured,
often with different insurers under “Excess” EL policies.
Public (and Products Liability) Insurance
Public Liability Insurance deals with claims made against the
policyholder by third parties for either a) bodily injury or illness
or b) loss of or damage to their property. Liability to other parties
can arise from the activity of the policyholder at their own place of
business, or whilst carrying out work away at other locations.
Most Public Liability policies will automatically be extended
to include Products Liability insurance which covers liability
which may arise from products sold or supplied. The definition
of products is wide and includes products manufactured, sold,
supplied, processed, altered, treated, repaired, tested, installed.
For Products Liability, the limit of indemnity will be an annual
“aggregate” limit for all claims during the policy year, otherwise
the limit applies to each and every claim. The policyholder can
select the level of limit to be insured. Excess Public/Products
Liability insurance can be arranged for higher limits of indemnity
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where required. No crtificate of insurance is issued and there is
no requirement to evidence such protection anywhere within the
business premises.
Territorial limits – United Kingdom policies usually apply to all
claims arising worldwide but there is often an exclusion relating to
USA/Canada.
Public Liability Insurance - Working From Home
If you are a sole trader, working from home, rather than from an
office, then it’s likely that your “Household” insurance policy will
provide you with adequate Public Liability protection. However,
it’s incumbent on you to tell your household insurer that you
are using the premises for business purposes: such information
is deemed to be a “material fact” and if you fail to advise your
insurers, then, if there’s a claim, there’s a distinct possibility that
they may seek to avoid the policy.
Professional Indemnity Insurance
Businesses or persons who provide advice or services which
other parties rely upon can be held legally accountable for
the financial consequences of any failure, error or omission.
Professional Indemnity insurance deals with claims made against
the policyholder in these circumstances. Professional Indemnity
policies are always subject to an excess which applies to each claim
made.
The limit of indemnity is chosen by the policyholder and the
scope of protection can vary. In the main, the limit of indemnity
is on an “any one claim” basis and that is the case for most of the
professions, including architects. Other policies, including those
policies underwritten for building contractors (usually termed a
“D&C” Policy) will have a limit of indemnity which is on an annual
“aggregate” basis.
Professional Indemnity Insurance is arranged each year
following a formal written proposal to the insurer (by means of a
proposal form). It is important that accurate information and data
is disclosed to ensure that cover is correctly arranged. You should
be aware that your Professional Indemnity is there to cover any
breach of your professional duty but you should also be aware that
Professional Indemnity policies do not provide cover on a “Hold
Harmless” basis.
Legal costs and expenses are usually paid in addition to the
limit of indemnity and the value of “loss” will include direct

consequential loss. Professional Indemnity policies do not,
however, cover breach of contract per se, nor do they cover pure
financial or economic loss, indirect consequential loss, fines,
penalties or any form of liquidated damages.
Contract Works Insurance (a.k.a. Contractors
All Risks)
Unlike the previously mentioned insurances this is not an
insurance of liability. This is material damage insurance, similar in
many ways to a fire insurance policy.
The contract works (be it a new-build or renovation contract)
are insured against loss or damage caused by any accidental cause,
subject to certain exceptions. Common causes of claims are fire,
storm, flood, theft and the like. Cover is usually subject to an
excess agreed between the insurer and policyholder. The sum
insured should represent the maximum loss, usually the contract
price. Allowance should be made for professional fees and removal
of debris.
Contract Works insurance can be arranged by the employer or
contractor. Contractors usually have an annual policy covering all
of their contracts, but sometimes under certain building contracts
it is the responsibility of the employer to arrange the insurance
and this can be done on a contract specific policy.
Under the standard JCT building contract forms there are
specific clauses which govern which party is responsible for
arranging this insurance. These clauses require the insuring party
to arrange the policy in the joint names of the employer and
contractor.
Non-Negligent Damage Insurance
This type of insurance is peculiar to contracts that are arranged
under a JCT building contract.
It was recognised that in some circumstances serious damage
could occur to the existing structures or to neighbouring property,
where the damage did not arise from any negligent act on the part
of the contractor (so there was no claim against the contractor’s
public liability insurance). An optional clause was included in the
JCT building contracts to cater for this possibility. This policy was
often known as Clause 19.2(a), subsequently 21.2.1 and on the 2005
versions of the contracts it is now 6.5.1.
The insurance is arranged by the contractor in the joint names
of the contractor and employer and insures injury or damage to
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property due to collapse, subsidence, vibrations, weakening or
removal of support or lowering of groundwater, attributable to
the carrying out of the works. The insurance is subject to a limit
of indemnity, the amount stated in the contract, and a policy
excess, usually quoted by the insurer. The clause is optional and
is usually only included where there are aspects of the work being
done which may increase the risk of such damage happening, e.g.
removal of load bearing walls, piling, use of heavy plant.

wrongful act means any actual or alleged breach of duty, breach of
trust, neglect, error, misstatement, omission, breach of warranty
of authority, libel and slander or any other act by any insured
solely in the course of the activities of the company. Claims could
arise from a number of sources, e.g. fellow directors, shareholders,
government departments, regulatory bodies, banks etc. The
limit of indemnity is chosen by the policyholder and is always an
“aggregate” annual limit.

Directors and Officers Liability
Directors and officers of limited liability companies (or LLPs) can
be held personally accountable for “wrongful acts” committed
in the course of carrying out their duties. This applies equally to
persons working with organisations that are not limited liability
companies, e.g. trustees, pension trustees.
This type of policy offers protection to individuals who
have been pursued by another party alleging a “wrongful act”. A

So, in Summary …
As a professional you will regularly be called upon to demonstrate
that you hold:
(a) Employers Liability Insurance,
(b) Public Liability Insurance,
(c) Professional Indemnity Insurance.

Broaden your horizons.

A wide range of rooflight
solutions to suit any
lifestyle and environment.
Glazing Vision is the UK’s leading
manufacturer of innovative glass rooflight
solutions. From Fixed, Hinged and
Sliding Rooflights to Bespoke Designs
Glazing Vision aim to lighten your
environment and improve your lifestyle.
To arrange a visit or for a brochure
call us now on 0333 8000 881.
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These are recognised covers which you will require to have in
force and confirm their existence to your clients and employers. If
you are project managers, you may also need to check that other
consultants and contractors have these policies in place.
A tip for examining contractors’ policies – most of the wordings
will be very similar so it’s the endorsements which require more
detailed examination – e.g. building contractors’ heat application
warranties, warranties re working at height, etc.
In the most general of terms, it’s extremely unlikely that you’ll
be asked to have Products Liability insurance in place – it’s the
suppliers of the goods and materials for use in the contract who
need this sort of cover. Similarly, on commercial contracts, it’s
unlikely that you’ll be involved in the placement of Contract Works
insurance. This is the contractors’ responsibility, it’s a damage
policy and the policy will be in joint names of the employer and
the contractor.
Larger building contractors will usually have an annual policy
which automatically covers any contract works anywhere in the
United Kingdom. Smaller contractors may have to insure on a
project specific basis.
A tip for small domestic contracts – it’s essential that you
advise your client to tell their household insurers if there is work
to be undertaken at the premises. In some cases, the household
insurer will agree to insure not only the existing property but also
the contract works, although restrictions may be imposed during
the period of the works – limited water perils, limited theft cover
etc. If the household insurer cannot or will not insure the contract
works then it’s possible to put in place project specific cover, at
low cost.
It’s unlikely too that you will be drawn into discussions
regarding Non-Negligence insurance but it’s important that you
are aware of its existence and the cover provided.
In terms of your insurance requirements under contract, your
Professional Indemnity is the most important aspect of your
protection. Your policy should be on a “Civil Liability” wording as
this is the widest protection in the current market.
Some Professional Indemnity Risk Management
tips
You must always have an Appointment Agreement with your
client. Apart from anything else, it’s an ARB requirement. Not
only does it provide your client with a clear statement of what

you will do for him, it also states what you will not be doing for
him. If there is a claim, the first thing that the lawyers appointed
to act on your behalf will ask for is a copy of that Appointment
Agreement and if it’s not on the file, then the case for your defence
is immediately undermined.
And always remember to tell your client that you do not
supervise the works and you are only required to inspect at regular
intervals.
You should resist any request or demand to provide your
clients with a copy of the policy – it’s a contract between you and
your insurers and contains confidential information which should
not be seen by any other parties. Your insurance broker can supply
you with a certificate which summarises what these third parties
need to know.
You should always ask your insurance broker to check the
terms of any appointment and/or warranties before you agree
or sign the documents. You will be advised as to whether these
terms impact on your Professional Indemnity policy. As has been
identified, Hold Harmless agreements will be excluded, as will
other areas of cover such as Fitness for Purpose. If you sign up
to contracts which include these exposures then your policy will
not afford you the comfort of protection and you will therefore be
self-insured.
Ian McCallum
RIAS Insurance Services
RIAS Insurance Services has been arranging Professional Indemnity
Insurance protection for Architects in Scotland for more than twenty
five years. We can also arrange Short Term Project Specific Contract
Works insurance for your clients. For further enquiries please call 0131
311 4292

RIAS INSURANCE SERVICES
Tel 0131 311 4292 Fax 0131 311 4280
Email ian.mccallum@marsh.com
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Family Room Extension, Aberdeen; McColl Architects
PHOTO: keith hunter

the rias is a federation of six local chapters.
chapter activity is central to the life of the
incorporation and our services to our members.
these updates illustrate the breadth and
quality of chapter activity.
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ASA Design Awards 2010 – Silver on Granite
The ASA Design Awards presentation took place at the Park Inn
Hotel (itself a winner on the night) on the 11 March 2011. The
winners received specially commissioned certificates from John
Russell, MD of Russwood, principal awards sponsor and generous
supporter of RIAS Chapter events. ASA is very grateful to them.
There was an overwhelming response, more than 200 entries
over the six categories. So many awards in 2010 is testament to the
extremely high standard of projects over the last few years. Stage
I of the judging was undertaken by a group of Chapter members,
chaired by the Chapter President. The standard of the entries was
extremely high and selecting a shortlist was onerous. Clients who
have shown vision and courage have been rewarded with great
architecture.
Stage II judging was undertaken by three guest judges, Willie
Watt FRIAS, President of the DIA, David McClean FRIAS, Head of
Scott Sutherland School and lay judge Rob Leslie, former Chairman
of CIOB Scotland and currently a UK Ambassador.
“The range and quality of shortlisted work in this inaugural year
bodes very well for the future, and helps to raise the profile of
architecture, and discussion about architecture, in the region.”
David McClean FRIAS
The Health and Education category is about creating a vibrant,
stimulating and motivating environment for staff, patients and
students towards delivering the highest standards of treatment
and educational excellence. Good design quality delivers improved
health and education.
The winning residential projects go the extra mile, through
their eco-credentials, their use of modern construction and a
strong focus on design quality, demonstrating how partnership
can deliver our ambitions for quality living environments. Good
design delivers good value.
It is often difficult to measure design quality and sustainability
in parallel without consequence to either judgment. We are all
aware of the Government’s requirement that all new homes be
carbon free but what impact is this likely to have on affordability
and design quality? Many buildings clearly demonstrated this need
not be the case. The winning designs could become prototypes
for how we design our homes. We will only make homes truly
sustainable if we are able to balance reduced energy consumption

Andrew Lett Architects

aberdeen

BP North Sea HQ, Aberdeen; Andrew Lett Architects

with comfort, health and well-being. This was clearly indicated in a
number of winning individual house designs.
The winners are not fashion conscious buildings, but they are
well considered pieces of architecture, which we will all be proud of
in years to come. There is nothing more inspiring for an architect
than a building where clarity of thought is apparent from concept
to detailing. Superior quality stands out.
On the night, Gordon Smith, President of the ASA said:
“It was encouraging to discover the wealth of recent architecture
throughout the Chapter. Projects of design excellence deserve
recognition within the region and raise the profile of architecture.
The event defines a trend to re-engage with the ability of
architecture “to empower lives.” This is more pertinent at a
time when the value of what architects can bring to the table
is questioned by those in authority and in control of finances.
No matter their size, budget or location, the winning schemes
set the standard for good architecture. The skill, innovation and
creativity demonstrated by those shortlisted is inspiring and all
those involved should be applauded. “
In addition to the winners of the key awards, Commendations
and Special Mentions were awarded by the jury. A public exhibition
will tour the regions to showcase the projects, giving a clear
message of what good design is all about.
A full list of the shortlisted entries and awards can be viewed
on the ASA website: www.aberdeenarchitects.org
Gordon G Smith frias, president asa
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Since the turn of the year DIA has been involved in a range
of activities, the main thrust of which has been to influence
public sector procurement policy. Many in the private sector
are disillusioned by current practices but should note that such
sentiments are shared by many public sector employees.
We have consulted as widely as we practically can within the
Chapter across the private and public sectors and liaised very closely
with the in-depth RIAS efforts in this regard led by David Dunbar
and Neil Baxter. During this period the Scottish Government has
released their proposed standard PQQ. The Dundee Institute of
Architects has reviewed the proposals, discussed their content
with colleagues in the legal and accountancy professions and
presented its views at a joint industry forum facilitated by the
Tayside Construction Forum. The Institute noted the wider views
presented at that meeting.
That process fed into the RIAS and TCF responses to the
proposals. The DIA also submitted its own detailed response. In
summary the DIA agreed with the Government’s aspirations to
streamline the process, reduce costs, provide greater opportunities
for small and medium sized businesses and to support local
economic activity. The DIA noted that this was a very difficult
challenge whilst maintaining compliance with European Union
legislation, but strenuously underlined that the document in its
current form did not meet those aspirations. We have offered
detailed observations and hope that they will assist Government.
During this process we have sought to be proactive and
have offered our commentary in good faith. Whilst many will be
disappointed by the draft proposals I believe that we must work
with Government to improve matters. They have recognised that
a problem exists.
The DIA has again liaised with local politicians, most notably
Shona Robison MSP. We have also met again with Angus Council
as part of their Survive and Thrive initiative. More recently the
DIA met the Directors of Planning of both Fife and Dundee
Councils to discuss opportunities for greater synergies between
the architectural and planning professions. Joint CPD and other
events will be announced in the near future.
Continuing the political theme, the DIA’s Constructive
Questions 2011 built on the success of last year’s event. Held in
the Dalhousie building at the University of Dundee on Friday
25th March, the event was chaired by television’s Neil Mudie with
Shona Robison MSP (SNP), Richard McCready (Labour), Colin
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the mcmanus galleries, page \park architects,
a new cultural highlight for dundee

Stewart (Conservative), Willie Rennie (Liberal Democrat) and
Chris Lundie, President Dundee and Angus Chamber of Commerce
as panellists.
The DIA’s new CPD programme, facilitated by the Scottish
Construction Centre, has now bedded in. The seminars have been
extremely good, covering detailed topics as diverse as Marischal
College and Passivhaus. If you have not booked a space there
is still a packed programme running through to May and the
programme represents excellent value for money. In a similar
vein the DIA has launched its first CPD Supper at the Royal Tay
Yacht Club entitled the V&A Revealed. Clive Gillman, Director of
Dundee Contemporary Arts and judge of the V&A in Dundee was
the speaker. Everyone who attended noted that it was an excellent
evening and wished the project every success.
My Presidency has now come to an end. Fraser Middleton
RIAS, who has been DIA Vice President for the last two years, will
ably take over the role. As a final hurrah before I go, we will be
publishing a bumper special addition of Dialogue where you will be
able to read more details of our awards programme and our 125th
anniversary.
Willie Watt frias, president dia
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PLANNING
At the City of Edinburgh Council Customer Focus Group in
January (postponed from December due to the severe weather)
EAA was represented by Donald Canavan RIAS. The Council’s new
website and associated planning portal, along with the Planning
and Building Standards Survey results, were discussed. The survey
is undertaken every two years. The self-certification of planning
applications, a new initiative being explored by the Council to
accelerate the validation process, was also discussed.
CEC EAA Liaison Meeting
Council representatives continue to have regular meetings with
CEC Planning Department. The February meeting discussed the
self validation process raised as an initiative through the Customer
Focus Group and the promotion of the Edinburgh Urban Design
Panel. CEC also presented an outline of their Service Improvement
Plan - 2011-2012, more details of which will be available in due
course. Detailed minutes of the meetings are available on the
website. The next meeting is scheduled for May 2011. Any issues
members wish to have included for discussion should be sent to
Beth Cumpstey (mail@eaa.org.uk).
Edinburgh urban design panel
EAA continues to be well represented at the EUDP which meets on
a monthly basis. Projects presented for discussion at the January
and February meetings included:
•
•
•
•

masterplan for mixed use development in South Queensferry,
residential development to the west of the city centre,
student housing at Holyrood,
Leith Waterfront Area Development Framework.

As part of its remit the panel will be having an annual review
of its procedures this month (April 2011).
AWARDS
From an initial 25 submissions, the 2011 EAA Awards Shortlist was
announced on 16th February. Building visits were carried out in
late February. This year’s judges included Dave Richards, Rector of
St Paul’s and St George’s, winner of Building of the Year in 2009;
Bob Serafini, Glasgow Herald commercial property journalist;
Ian Stewart, Vice President EAA and Robert Black FRIAS, Past

President EAA.
An exhibition of the shortlisted entries can be viewed in the
Joyce B Deans Members Room of the RIAS throughout March and
April and on our website. The awards were presented at a reception
at the Balmoral Hotel on 14th April. Once again we are grateful for
the support of our sponsors which this year include Interserve,
Laurence McIntosh, Russwood Ltd and Schueco.
CPD
The 2011 CPD programme kicked off with Elder and Cannon giving
a talk on their 2010 Doolan Award-winning Shettleston Housing
Association Offices on 26th January. Sue Roaf’s talk ‘How to
Design Low Carbon Eco-Buildings That do What They Say on the
Tin’ followed on 23rd February. Owing to demand for that event
we had to change venue and 85 people attended at the Scottish
Book Trust.
Other events included: How to Guide on: Rethink, Plan and
Construct a Healthy Landscape on 23rd March and the EAA AGM
and Lego Building Competition on 30th March. Future events
are:
27 April:
EAA Award Winners – Award winners and
commendees formally present their winning
projects,
25 May:
Building Standards 2010,
22 June:
Health and Safety,
28 September: Marketing in Depressed Economy,
26 October:
EAA Annual Lecture,
23 November: Architecture and Film.
AGM
The AGM this year was held on 30th March at the Apex Grassmarket
Hotel. New members of Council were elected. The AGM was
followed by the, now traditional, Lego Building Night.
Forthcoming Chapter Council Meetings	
Tuesday 14th May 2011,
Tuesday 14th June 2011.
More information and other Chapter news is available on the
EAA website www.eaa.org.uk
Kenneth C Ralston rias, Robert W Black frias,
Beth Cumpstey
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voluntary effort

Sunk Dyke - Cally Designed Landscape Project, Gatehouse
of Fleet, civic trust my place awards runner-up

GIA COUNCIL

With winter comes a slow down in GIA activities, although Council
and Committees continue to meet regularly in preparation for
the new season. The Architecture, People and Places Committee,
looking to build on the success of the Queens Park Arena
competition, has been in discussion with Cove and Kilcreggan
Community Council, with a view to hosting another ideas
competition, this time focusing on the issues facing rural
communities. It is intended to involve architects based locally in
the development of the competition brief.
The Communications Committee has developed a brief for
the redesign of the Chapter website. At the time of writing, four
proposals from website designers are under consideration. The
intention is to update the current website, increasing its flexibility
and ease of maintenance. The Committee is also organising that
the GIA Design Awards Exhibition is displayed at some of the more
prominent (i.e. publicly accessible) buildings for which awards and
commendations were given.
The Education Committee is working on the finalised format
for the Alexander Thomson Scholarship Competition, with
assistance from the Chapter’s two student representatives, while
the Practice/CPD Committee has hosted two recent (both well
attended) presentations, one in collaboration with Women in

Property. Visits to the Glasgow House, the new Hillhead Primary
School, and the Maggie’s Centre at Gartnavel are all under
consideration.
Finally, the Conservation and Sustainability Committee has
organised that, together with Historic Scotland, GIA takes a
stand at the forthcoming Scottish Homebuilding and Renovating
Show at SECC on 21 and 22 May 2011. Collaborating with GIA
will be Glasgow City Heritage Trust, Glasgow City Council,
ConstructionSkills, NFRC, the Stone Federation, the Lead
Contractors’ Association and Changeworks. GIA will prepare a
bespoke exhibition for the show, and hope that the remodelled
website can be used to promote the event and the lectures and
workshops taking place as part of it.
As Chapter President, I have also been involved in the less
onerous activity of assisting in the judging of the Scottish
Civic Trust My Place and Civic Champion Awards, which were
announced at a reception in The Lighthouse on 15 March 2011, with
the award deservedly going to Shettleston Housing Association’s
new offices by Elder and Cannon. More information on the Civic
Trust My Place Awards is available at www.myplaceawards.org.uk.
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CPD
The IAA March CPD event at Culloden Visitor Centre, Designing
the Future, took place on 25th March.
Speakers, including Ashley Gould, Chris Morgan RIAS,
Jonathan Astwood, John Brennan RIAS and Gareth Hoskins
FRIAS, gave insights respectively on procurement, Passivhaus, the
new Building Regulations, future living and recent projects.
Following on from the day’s CPD, our Question Time Debate
with local candidates for the Scottish Parliamentary Elections
raised important issues with our future legislators. Hot topics were
the sustainability agenda, procurement, taxation of construction,
bureaucracy and regulations.
IAA Annual General Meeting
Our AGM was part of the CPD event. This provided helpful feedback
on IAA and RIAS activities. This was helpful in determining the
IAA’s future strategy for working with the Incorporation towards
influencing the legislative, planning and design environment for
the benefit of architecture, design and the local communities
where we work and live.
Newsletter
We have started a bi-monthly newsletter with updates on IAA
activities and events. The newsletter is distributed by email, if
you have not received a copy and would like to be included on the
mailing list, please send your details to info@highlandarchitects.
org
Conservation
Inverness College, in conjunction with Historic Scotland has run
a very successful series of conservation master classes over the
winter. The lectures were delivered in Inverness with video links to
Orkney College and Shetland College.
Plans are in progress to run this course again, commencing
in the autumn, with the prospect of a qualification in Building
Conservation on completion of the course.
Calum Maclean rias, President IAA

CPD
Ghabh tachartas CPD an IAA, A’ Dealbhadh an Ama ri Teachd, àite
ann an Ionad Tadhail Chùil Lodair air an 25mh Màirt.
Am measg nan òraidichean, bha Ashley Gould, Chris Morgan
RIAS, Eòin Astwood, Iain Brennan RIAS agus Gareth Hoskins
FRIAS, far an tug gach neach seachad in-shealladh fa leth air
solarachadh, Passivhaus, na Riaghailtean Togail ùra, an t-àm ri
teachd agus pròiseactan ùra air an crìochnachadh.
A’ leantainn air CPD an latha, dh’èirich ceistean cudromach
a-mach às an Deasbad Cheistean le tagraichean ionadail
Taghaidhean Riaghaltas na h-Alba a thaobh reachdais. B’ e
ceistean co-cheangailte ri seasmhachd, solarachadh, cìsean togail,
biùrocrasaidh agus riaghailtean na prìomh chùisean a bha air a’
chlàr-gnothaich.
Coinneamh Bhliadhnail an IAA
Bha a’ Choinneamh Bhliadhnail againn mar phàirt den
tachartas CPD. Thug seo fiosrachadh feumail air ais dhuinn mu
ghnìomhachdan an IAA agus RIAS. Bha seo cuideachail ann an
daingneachadh ro-innleachd an IAA san àm ri teachd a thaobh
co-obrachadh leis an In-chorporaid a dh’ionnsaigh buaidh a thoirt
air an àrainneachd reachdail, planaidh agus dealbhaidh gu feum
agus tairbhe ailtireachd, dealbhadh agus nan coimhearsnachdan
ionadail far a bheil sinn ag obair agus a’ còmhnaidh.
Litir-naidheachd
Tha sinn air tòiseachadh air litir-naidheachd dà-mhìosail a chur ri
chèile le fiosrachadh às ùr mu ghnìomhachdan agus thachartasan
an IAA. Tha an litir-naidheachd ga sgaoileadh air post-d, agus mura
d’ fhuair sibh lethbhreac agus gum bu mhath leibh a bhith air an
liosta sgaoilidh againn, cuiribh am fiosrachadh agaibh gu info@
highlandarchitects.org
Glèidhteachas
Tha Colaiste Inbhir Nis, ann an co-bhonn le Alba Aosmhor, air
sreath glè shoirbheachail de shàr-chlasaichean glèidhteachais a
ruith tron a’ gheamhradh. Bha na h-òraidean air an lìbhrigeadh
ann an Inbhir Nis le ceanglaichean bhideo gu Colaiste Arcaibh
agus Colaiste Shealtainn.
Tha planaichean fo sheòl airson a’ chùrsa seo a ruith a-rithist,
a’ tòiseachadh as t-fhoghar, agus a’ sùileachadh ri teisteanas ann
an Glèidhteachas Togail an dèidh crìoch a chur air a’ chùrsa.
Calum Mac’Illeathain rias, Ceann-suidhe an IAA
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Stirling Society of Architects’ Award
The 2011 Award was launched at our CPD event with entries due to
be submitted at the end of June.

malcolm fraser architects

CPD Event
The Chapter’s AGM and Conservation CPD was held at the Park
Hotel, Falkirk on 24 March 2011. The programme was set out as
an introduction to building conservation. Speakers included David
Martin FRIAS of the RIAS Conservation Committee and Chris
Morgan RIAS of Locate Architects.
Our design speaker was Tom Connolly FRIAS of Elder &
Cannon, winner of the Doolan Prize. The day concluded with a
visit to Malcolm Fraser’s Burgh Halls project in Linlithgow. The
day also included the Chapter AGM, when Stephen Lynas RIAS
took over the mantle of Chapter President.

Burgh Halls - Main frontage from The Cross

SSA Website
Our website has been revamped and was re-launched after the
CPD event.
Presidency
By the time this issue of the Quarterly is published, I will have stood
down as President of the Stirling Society of Architects although I
shall remain on Chapter Council as Past-President. I will also have
stood down as the Chapter’s representative on RIAS Council and
PPC. I would like to record how much I have enjoyed my years on
these bodies as well as the RIAS EHTP Committee and thank all of
you whom I have met over the last five years.
It is my intention that, having been on SSA Council
continuously for 13 years, I am going to take a wee break from its
activities. I shall however continue to support its activities, always
assuming that I still have a job in the world of architecture and I
am not manning a till in Tesco.

Burgh Halls - The South Hall

Sandy Dawson
President
Stirling Society of Architects

Burgh Halls - The Garden Room Cafe
and North Hall Terrace
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president’s diary
december 2010
09 SELECT Competition Judging, RIAS
HQ
09 A+DS Meeting, RIAS HQ
15 Rescheduled RIAS Council, RIAS HQ
16 RIAS Christmas Lunch
23 Lunch meeting with Barry White,
Scottish Futures Trust and The
Secretary, Edinburgh

malcolm cochrane

malcolm cochrane

january 2011
19 RIAS Fellows Reception, Ghillie Dhu,
Edinburgh
february 2011
david mackay hon frias, fiona hyslop msp, roser mackay,
president pasqual maragall hon frias, diana maragall, david dunbar prias,
linda fabiani msp hon frias, neil baxter, pat lally hon frias

kathy li and david dunbar prias

02 Meeting with Barry White, Scottish
Futures Trust and The Secretary,
Edinburgh
09 A+Ds Meeting, Edinburgh
21 Adjudication Meeting - Iain Fergusson
FRIAS, Mike Towers FRIAS & The
Secretary, Edinburgh
24 Visit of Former President of
Catalonia, Pasqual Maragall Hon
FRIAS, Glasgow
25 Visit of Former President of
Catalonia, Pasqual Maragall Hon
FRIAS, Edinburgh

malcolm cochrane

march 2011

ian rankin hon frias
and david dunbar prias
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David Dunbar PRIAS, Scott Young,
Anderson Bell + Christie, Daphne
Thissen, dutch cultural attache,
Alison Morrison, NHS Greater
Glasgow and George Ferguson cbe
ppriba Hon FRIAS, Ferguson Mann
Architects visiting the west centre
for riba awards judging.

02 RIAS PPC
09 RIBA Awards Shortlisting Meeting /
London
16 RIAS Council
16 RIAS Fellows Dinner / Ghillie Dhu,
Edinburgh
24- RIBA Awards Judging Visits
27
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REPORT ON march 2011 COUNCIL
A significant improvement in the out-turn
figure to the year end for 2010 was reported
to Council at £14,655, against the previous
£1,657. This was mainly due to cautious
budgeting in respect of membership and
Practice Services subscriptions. There
were adverse variances in the bookshop,
publishing, directory, consultancy and
staff costs. Council welcomed the year
end figures and agreed that they should
be taken to the AGM, subject to audit. The
draft budget for 2011 showing a surplus of
£1,595 was adopted by Council.
Council noted the Membership Report
which recorded 5 deaths, 19 resignations, 5
removals for non-payment, 26 transfers to
retired, 5 transfers to Retired Fellowship,
4 re-instatements, 1 election to Affiliate,
13 elections to student membership, 18
elections to membership, 1 nomination to
Fellowship and 4 nominations to Honorary
Fellowship.
The outcome of negotiations with
the Scottish Futures Trust on a raised
threshold of £3.5M was reported to Council
with further discussions programmed on
the removal of some restrictions. Support
for the proposed Scottish Arbitration
Centre was approved by Council, with
approval that there would be no cost to the
Incorporation.
Progress on the development of the
new RIAS website content management
system was reported and the outcome of
research on the best system of making
online payment. Information collection
for the online directory continues. It
is anticipated that the website will be
available for testing around Easter. Council
also approved the implementation of a
new database to replace the existing one
which is no longer reliable.

Council noted a tender has been
accepted for Phase 2 of the internal
improvements within budget. The work
will comprise: new emergency lighting and
signage, feature lighting, redecoration,
carpets, a new committee room and staff
room. Work will commence on 11th April
2011 for completion in June.
A proposal being developed for an
RIAS delegation to China in conjunction
with the Scottish Government to promote
Scottish architectural services met with
Council’s approval. Council noted that a
strategy for the RIAS’s Centenary in 2016
is in preparation. Preliminary meetings
have taken place with the Government
and other organisations.
Angus Kerr’s second term on RIBA
Council as representative for Scotland
South is coming to an end. RIAS Council
nominated Joan Scott FRIAS as his
replacement. Angus’s pro-active role in the
RIBA Council over the past six years was
appreciated by Council who recorded their
gratitude.
The Incorporation, as an Adjudicator
Nomination Body, has completed the
accreditation process for inclusion on
the RIAS Adjudicators Panel and Council
noted the new panel.
Council noted the review of Practice
Information and the improvements
proposed, including revisions to the
layout and information in the Practice
Bulletin and to rename Section 4 as
‘Energy, Sustainability and Conservation’.
Additional topics for coverage in practice
notes have also been identified.

calling notice –
Annual General
Meeting 2011
Notice is hereby given that the AGM of
the Royal Incorporation of Architects
in Scotland will be held at 9.15am
on Friday 13th May 2011 at Glasgow
Science Centre, Imax Theatre, 50
Pacific Quay, Glasgow.
AGENDA
1. Notice Calling the Meeting
2. Apologies for Absence
3. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday
14th May 2010 at the Tolbooth,
Stirling
4. Matters Arising Therefrom
5. Presentation of the Report by the
President and Council for Session
2010-2011 and the Treasurer’s
Accounts for the Year Ending 31
December 2010
6. Proposed amendments to RIAS
Charter and Byelaws to clarify
the Nomination Procedures for
Fellows and Honorary Fellows to
enable Fellows to be considered
for election by Council on the
basis of a C.V. and two member
referees and Honorary Fellows
to be considered for election by
Council on the basis of a C.V. and
four member referees.
7. Installation of President 2011-12
8. Appointment of Auditors

jack hugh frias

9. Any Other Business
10. Location of Convention 2012
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membership report
The Following Deaths were
Reported with Regret:

Council Approved the
Following Removals for NonPayment (2010)

The Following Transfers
to Retired Fellowship Were
Reported:

Ian G Cook frias (retd) Edinburgh

Alistair Gordon Campbell rias riba Glasgow

Duncan R Adam frias (retd) Glasgow

George Cruickshank frias (retd) riba

Angela Theresa Carr rias International

Douglas J Anderson frias (retd) Glasgow

Karen Jane Gall rias Glasgow

Russell M Davidson frias (retd) Edinburgh

Jane Milroy (Affiliate) Edinburgh

Arnie Dunn pprias (retd) Edinburgh

Aberdeen
Huisdean Ian Matheson rias (retd), Inverness

Dakers C M Fleming frias (retd) Dundee

Charles J M Murray rias riba Edinburgh
Harry Williams frias (retd) Edinburgh
Thomas R Wilson frias riba Stirling

The Following Resignations
Were Reported:

George McIntosh Keith frias (retd)

The Following Transfers to
Retired Membership Were
Approved:
Robert J Adams rias (retd) Edinburgh
Hugh M Ashcroft rias (retd) Dundee
David Cochrane rias (retd) Edinburgh

Edinburgh

Council Approved the
Following Reinstatements to
Full Membership:

Brian J Ballantine rias riba Dundee

Findlay Cornelius rias (retd) Glasgow

Iain D Abbott rias Edinburgh

Christopher Dobson rias riba Edinburgh

Charle R Dand rias (retd) Glasgow

Mark C Dowey rias riba Edinburgh

Robert Gemmell rias Stirling

Kenneth a Dean rias (retd) International

Angus A MacDonald rias International

Magdalena Gibson rias riba Inverness

Alexander B Fallis rias (retd) Glasgow

John Gerard Wilkie rias riba Glasgow

Pohkit Goh rias riba Edinburgh

Peter V Gibbon rias (retd) International

Stephen Patrick Govan, rias riba Glasgow

Alexander D Gracie rias (retd) Inverness

Christopher W Humphreys rias riba

Kenneth B Herd rias (retd) Edinburgh

Edinburgh

William Irvine rias (retd) Glasgow

Council Approved the
Following Elections to
Affiliate Membership:

David Locke rias riba Glasgow

Andrew M James rias (retd) Inverness

Claire Logan rias Edinburgh

Russell J Logan rias (retd) Glasgow

David MacLeod rias International

Ian C Macpherson rias (retd) Edinburgh

Alan MacVicar rias riba Glasgow

Ian I B McCrorie rias (retd) Edinburgh

Duncan McDougall (Affiliate) Edinburgh

John M McGregor rias (retd) Edinburgh

Robert J McIlwraith (Affiliate) Inverness

Riadh S Ali Mirza rias (retd) Edinburgh

Allan McNicoll rias Edinburgh

William J S Moncrieff rias (retd) Edinburgh

Prof Guy B Oddie frias (retd) Edinburgh

Derek A Nicolson rias (retd) Dundee

Helen Anderson Edinburgh

Alastair Robb rias International

Bjorn Normann Nilsen rias (retd) Edinburgh

Calum C Campbell Edinburgh

J Robert Sandham rias Edinburgh

Andrew Pinkerton rias (retd) Glasgow

Hannah Jane Cattanach Aberdeen

Alice S Turpie rias riba Dundee

William M Rae rias (retd) Glasgow

Duncan Chalmers Glasgow

Elizabeth Wilby rias riba Edinburgh

Colin Ross rias (retd) Edinburgh

Kirsty Anne Cheyne Aberdeen

Clive S Wilsenham rias riba Glasgow

Michael P Ward rias (retd) Rest of UK

Michael David Grieve Dundee

Christopher Youd rias riba Glasgow
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David MacLeod International

Council Approved the
Following Elections to
Student Membership:

Andrew Haggerty Glasgow
Correction to Winter Edition / December 2010 - RIAS Council Report:
Neil H Ross, Edinburgh was retired in error; Mr Ross is a full and current member of the RIAS.
Neil M Ross, Edinburgh should have been reported as being retired. We apologise for this error.

Millers
Specialist Knowledge : Beautiful Flooring

George Kitson Glasgow
Damian Murray Dundee
Angus James Ritchie Dundee
Colin Robertson Edinburgh
Jamie Steven Sansbury Glasgow
B K Satish Edinburgh
Oliver Wilson Dundee

Council Approved the
Following elections to
membership:
Stephen Akers rias riba Edinburgh
Hannah Armitage rias riba Edinburgh
Lucy Beltrán rias riba Glasgow
Michael Collins rias Edinburgh
Laura Coogan rias Glasgow
Jonathan Maclean Dalling rias Glasgow
Alan J Gordon rias Glasgow
Alison M Greenshields rias Edinburgh
Hugh Hesketh rias riba Aberdeen
Gerald Hogan rias Glasgow
Marc Kilkenny rias Glasgow
Tessa Lavery rias riba Glasgow
Barry McMillan rias riba Glasgow
James C G Simpson rias riba Glasgow
Clare Slifer rias Edinburgh
Martin Sørensen rias Edinburgh
Patrick Stegbauer rias Edinburgh
Lindsey Strachan rias Aberdeen
James Tait rias riba Glasgow
Sarah Wilkinson rias Dundee
Lisa Jean Young rias riba Edinburgh

Council Approved the
Following Nominations to
Fellowship:
Lachlan J MacDonald frias Aberdeen
Thanks to Sydny Brogan who has served as Membership
Manager over the last year and leaves RIAS at end April
2011 – we wish her all success.

Millers Flooring Specialists
177 Leith Walk
Edinburgh
EH6 8NR

11 Olympia St
Glasgow
G40 3TA

Tel: 0845 2 17 17 12
www.millersflooring.com
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ian stuart campbell

Stuart Campbell joined Hugh Martin and Partners (latterly Archial)
in 1981. He worked on numerous commercial, retail, hotel and
office projects. Stuart’s major projects included: Princes Square,
Glasgow; the SELAS computer centre, Edinburgh; Britoil HQ,
Glasgow; various developments at The Gleneagles Hotel; student
accommodation in Newcastle; and a retail and hotel development
on Princes Street, Edinburgh. Stuart retired from Archial in 2010.
Stuart’s special interests lie in urban design, conceptual
planning, design communication and architectural journalism.
He was editor of “RIAS Prospect” from 1978 and executive editor
during the period until 1993. That required Stuart spending
literally hundreds of hours gathering and editing articles, collating
photographs, working with others on the design of the magazine
and often delivering it, quite literally, door to door. Stuart has
lectured in Architecture at the Mackintosh School and has
contributed to many national publications, including Building and
the RIBA Journal.
Stuart is a member of the Society of Architectural and Industrial
Illustrators, the British Association of Industrial Editors and an
Exhibiting Member of the Scottish Society of Architect Artists.
Stuart also had a distinguished musical career and is a well kent
face on the Scottish folk music circuit. Until recently Stuart was
also a serving member of RIAS Council.

George R P Ferguson cbe ppriba rwa
George Ferguson has five particular marks of distinction. He is
Chairman of Ferguson Mann Architects in Bristol, was a founder
of the, UK-wide, Acanthus group of architects and of the Academy
of Urbanism, he is a former President of the Royal Institute of
British Architects (2003 -2005) - and he is the best known man in
red trousers since the gamekeeper in Lady Chatterley’s Lover.
A life-long campaigner for better cities, in the nineties George
developed the ‘Tobacco Factory’, a catalyst for the regeneration of
South Bristol and a model for creative, mixed-use regeneration.
His many cultural and entrepreneurial interests include the
Bristol Beer Factory and the Bristol Ferryboat Company. He was
a prime mover in Bristol’s Harbourside millennium project. He is
currently President of the Avon Youth Association and a Trustee
of the think-tank, Demos. He writes and broadcasts extensively on
architectural and urban issues and has honorary degrees from the
Universities of Bristol and the West of England. In the 2010 New
Year honours he was awarded a CBE for services to architecture
and to the community in the South West.

ian Stuart Campbell is awarded the RIAS’

George Ferguson is awarded the Incorporation’s

Honorary Fellowship for services to Scottish

Honorary Fellowship for services to

architecture.

architecture and communities.
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Dr Anne Lorne Gillies

Most Scots associate the name Anne Lorne Gillies with Anne’s
early career at the highest level of musical performance. Her
network television show in the 1970’s and 1980’s achieved huge
audiences and established her international reputation as an
interpreter of the Scots and Gaelic folk traditions.
Anne is also distinguished for her tireless efforts to promote
Scottish culture, both at home and abroad and in many different
arenas. She has written film and TV scripts and published many
books, from the controversial memoir Song of Myself (Mainstream,
1992) to the award-winning collection Songs of Gaelic Scotland
(Birlinn, 2005). She is also a talented illustrator, and has a longstanding interest in the visual arts: she was an Honorary President
of Visual Arts Scotland, has been actively involved in local,
national and international art exhibitions and for a number of
years served on the jury for the Regeneration Scotland / Dynamic
Spaces Awards.
Anne has a PhD in Education from the University of Glasgow,
an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Edinburgh, an
Honorary Fellowship from the University of the Highlands
and Islands, and Rotary International’s prestigious Paul Harris
Fellowship. In 2005 she was elected Speaker of the Year by the
Association of Speakers’ Clubs of Great Britain and is currently
the Scottish Government’s Ambassador for the Gaelic.

Edgar Gonzalez
Edgar Gonzalez (born Cuba-1963) co-founded, London based,
Brisac Gonzalez architects in 1999. He studied architecture at the
University of Florida, the Architectural Association in London and
Columbia University in New York City. Edgar has over twenty years
experience working in the UK, France, Germany, Holland, Sweden
and the United States on cultural, commercial, and residential
buildings.
Brisac Gonzalez has won numerous awards and competitions
across the world and is currently working on projects in the UK,
France, Russia and the Middle East. The practice has accrued
a diverse body of work that includes museums, sports venues,
cultural centres, and mixed used facilities. The office’s first built
work, The Museum of World Culture, Gothenburg, received an
AIA / UK Chapter Excellence in Design Award, was awarded the
Kasper Salins Prize in 2004 for the best new building in Sweden,
was selected for the European Union Mies van der Rohe Award
for Contemporary Architecture in 2005 and received the Dedalo
Minosse International Prize for 2005/2006.
Edgar Gonzalez was an understated and beguiling speaker at
the RIAS Convention in Stirling in May 2010. The audience shared
his frustration at his tribulations over the thwarting of his inspired
scheme for Peacock Visual Arts in Aberdeen. Edgar subsequently
gave very generously of his time as a judge on the 2010 RIAS
Andrew Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award.

Dr Anne Lorne Gillies is awarded the

Edgar Gonzalez receives the Honorary

Incorporation’s Honorary Fellowship for

Fellowship of the Incorporation for services to

services to the arts and culture of Scotland.

international architecture.
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Professor Malcolm Horner
Professor Malcolm Horner originally qualified in civil engineering.
His early work was with Taylor Woodrow Construction Ltd. In 1977
he joined the Department of Civil Engineering at the University
Dundee, as a lecturer, becoming Deputy Principal by 2002 and
subsequently an emeritus Professor and Director of the Scottish
Construction Centre.
Malcolm’s research interests include construction project
management, data analysis, economic project modelling, whole life
costing, sustainability assessment tools and urban regeneration.
His work has brought in grants of over £5 Million to the University
of Dundee and he has personally been responsible for over 100
publications.
Alongside numerous academic appointments, Malcolm has
served as a Governor of Duncan of Jordanstone College, Director
at Dundee Rep and Chair of Scottish Enterprise Tayside. He is
a recent past chair of the Management Board of the Institution
of Civil Engineers Scotland and the ICE Scotland Regional
Committee.
Malcolm is currently a Director of CXR Biosciences Ltd.,
a member of the RIAS President’s Select Committee on
Procurement and, with the support of the Incorporation and other
partner organisations, is embarking upon the development of an
alternative sustainability tool for Scotland.

stefan king

Stefan King’s first conversion of an A-listed property coincided
with the launch of his first leisure venture within a Georgian
basement property in Glasgow’s Royal Exchange Square in 1990.
Since then his G1 Group has continued to acquire and renovate
important historic buildings. He has saved many from dereliction
and brought them back into sustainable use. The fact that this has
been combined with painstaking renovation, highlighting historic
features of buildings, has led to three projects achieving A-listing
after renovation.
The current G1 portfolio extends to around 200 properties.
Although his native city of Glasgow has always been Stefan’s
business heartland, G1’s business interests now extend to
Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Gretna and Perth. The company’s
aspiration is to continue to focus upon building its business
exclusively within Scotland.
G1’s work on historic properties has been widely recognised.
Their flagship, the superbly restored Corinthian, was saved from the
complete demolition of its interior by Stefan’s late intervention and
purchase of the property from a retail consortium. The Corinthian
played host to the 2008 RIAS Fellows Dinner. In December 2008
Ghillie Dhu, Edinburgh, stripped down prior to renovation, was an
extraordinary venue for the Incorporation’s Christmas reception
and the 2011 Fellows Dinner.

Stefan King is presented with the Honorary
Professor Malcolm Horner receives the

Fellowship of the Incorporation for services to

Honorary Fellowship of the Incorporation for

architecture in the restoration and adaptive re-

services to the construction industry.

use of listed buildings throughout Scotland.
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tim macfarlane hon friba
Tim Macfarlane is a world-renowned structural engineer who
operates through offices in London and New York. His practice,
Dewhurst Macfarlane and Partners, founded in 1985, has steadily
built a huge reputation with work throughout the UK, the US and
new ventures in China.
Tim spent some years developing the New York office and
working on large-scale buildings before returning to the UK. He
heads a team based in London, providing engineering design for
arts, education, residential and public buildings in the UK and
internationally.
Tim has pioneered the use of structural glass in works
ranging from small interventions to very large, cable-hung, glazed
elevations. His recent work includes a range of projects within
the V&A with architects MUMA and Stanton Williams, Customs
House landscaping in Dublin and facade engineering for The
Giant’s Causeway Visitor Centre on Northern Ireland’s Antrim
Coast, both with Heneghan Peng Architects.
Tim is among that select group of engineers who work with
architects at the highest level of the architectural profession on
major projects where structural complexity and innovation is
fundamental to the architect’s aesthetic aspirations.

sharon mccord

Hailing from Fauldhouse, West Lothian, Sharon’s career as a
journalist started at Glasgow University where she edited the
student newspaper, The Guardian. She then worked freelance,
contributing to an array of publications, including the Observer,
Guardian and Herald. In 1993 she was runner-up for ‘Young
Journalist of the Year’.
In 1994 Sharon became a researcher for STV and later the same
year, Senior Drama Critic for the Herald. In 1998 she joined Scotland
on Sunday. From 1999 she again decided to freelance, adding RIAS
Prospect to her portfolio.
Having operated under the journalistic ‘nom de plume’, Sara
Villiers, in 2004 Sharon decided to eschew Sara - and journalism,
for a career in marketing and information technology within
membership organisations. She worked with BuildStore, for the
charity Young Scot and was Membership Manager at the Scottish
Tourism Forum. She joined the RIAS at the end of 2007.
Sharon’s rapid rise in the Incorporation recognised her critical
input to radical changes in the Incorporation’s governance, its
awards, communications and events. In her role as Depute Secretary
she has ensured that the Incorporation’s events, publications,
the Quarterly and the annual Convention are consistently of the
highest standard.
Sharon is a much valued and appreciated friend, advisor and
colleague to the Incorporation’s membership and staff.

Tim Macfarlane’s Honorary Fellowship is for

Sharon McCord is awarded the Honorary

his international contribution to technical

Fellowship of the Incorporation for her services

innovation in architecture.

to journalism and architecture in Scotland.
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ruth reed priba

Ruth Reed is President of the RIBA (2009-2011) and is currently
Course Director of the Postgraduate Diploma in Architectural
Practice at the Birmingham School of Architecture. She has
practiced as an architect in a variety of roles, running her own
practice, Reed Architects, from 1992 to 2005. The practice specialised in sustainable rural design, particularly for self-builders.
Between 2002 and 2004 Ruth also acted as a fee-paid planning
inspector, determining built environment appeals. She is now
partner in Green Planning Solutions, an architectural and planning
consultancy specialising in unusual rural casework.
Ruth’s involvement at the RIBA stretches over 15 years in a
variety of roles, including between 2003 and 2005 as President
of the Royal Society of Architects in Wales. As part of the RIBA
team which worked with the RIAS towards determining our new
partnership agreement, Ruth demonstrated a keen understanding
of the need to support the Incorporation’s autonomy and its
unique identity. She also worked to ensure that our partnership is
robust and recognises the crucial need for effective joint working
to support the shared interests of RIBA and RIAS and nurture the
profession in Scotland and RIAS members elsewhere in the UK
and internationally.

Alastair Salvesen cbe
Born in 1941, Alastair Salvesen has supported the Dovecot Studios
for many years and was the most substantial private donor
for its relocation to Infirmary Street and the conversion of the
former Victorian bathhouse and pool on that site to house this
leading tapestry studio. Since 1989 he has supported a travelling
scholarship for the best young artist in Scotland and in 1992 gifted
a new, purpose-built, organ to St. Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh.
Alastair has been Chairman of Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd since
1983, Chairman of Archangels Informal Investment Ltd since
2009, President of the Royal Highland & Agricultural Society of
Scotland (2001-02), member of the Council for the Royal Society of
Arts from 2005, Governor of the Fettes Trust since 1994, Governor
of the Donaldson’s Trust (1997-2009), Chairman of the Compass
School (1996-2009) and a Trustee of the Dovecot Foundation from
2010. He is a member of the Queen’s Bodyguard for Scotland, a
Liveryman of the Worshipful Co. of Fishmongers and received the
Queen’s Jubilee Medal.

Ruth Reed’s Honorary Fellowship is awarded

Alastair Salvesen is awarded the Incorporation’s

for services to architecture and architectural

Honorary Fellowship for services to business

education.

and the arts in Scotland.
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special award for lifetime achievement in
architectural education

Iain Ramsay and Ruth Reed Hon FRIAS

The Incorporation’s first Special
Award for Lifetime Achievement
in Architectural Education was
presented to Iain Ramsay of the
Scott Sutherland School at the
Fellows dinner in March.
Iain Ramsay has been a design tutor at the
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture
for nearly forty years and has taught
generations of students. His influence has
spread far and wide in the worlds of practice
and architectural education.
There are many things that distinguish
Iain’s contribution, but none more so than
his passionate belief that the student is
at the heart of the learning process. Iain’s
dedication to architecture is total, but so
too to his role as an educator. It is all too
rare to find a tutor who, over an extended

period, shows an undying commitment
to learning, the support and nurturing of
developing minds, and an infectious passion
for the subject. For very many Aberdeen
alumni, the experience of learning under
Iain’s guidance forms the constant in their
recollections of student days.
Iain’s commitment to rigour and
precision, and above all to a clear
methodology of design, has become the
stuff of legend. It pervades all that he does.
As a studio tutor he is a strong advocate of
learning by doing, but he is also a superb
role model for learning by example. His
approach to teaching, and indeed to the
planning and organisation of teaching
activity, is characteristically meticulous.
Iain’s attention to detail is transmitted to
his students through a process of osmosis,
inspiring attitudes and approaches that are

quintessentially architectural and which
are instrumental in shaping professional
sensibilities.
Iain possesses superb graphic skills, an
encyclopaedic knowledge of architectural
design, and an expansive lexicon of
architectural terminology, all of which
enable the lucid articulation of ideas and
critique.
The entire architecture team at the
Scott Sutherland School and many alumni
supported the School’s nomination of
Iain Ramsay for the RIAS’ Design Tutor
Award. The extraordinary commitment
and dedication that Iain has given to many
thousands of students over some forty
years, warrants the wider recognition which
is demonstrated in this special award for his
life-long contribution.

Citation based upon nomination information kindly provided by David McClean, Head of The Scott Sutherland School of Architecture
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Ian Gordon Cook
5 june 1928 to 4 december 2010

Born in South Wales, the son of a mining
engineer, Ian Cook studied at the Glasgow
School of Art and Edinburgh College of
Art. During his time as a student, he also
worked as an apprentice in Honeyman
Jack and Robertson’s Glasgow office,
where he developed traditional draughting
and watercolour skills that he retained
throughout his life.
Graduation in 1954 was followed by
two years national service in the Royal
Engineers based at Colchester, before
taking up a position in the Edinburgh office
of Basil Spence. One of ‘Basil’s Bairns’, Ian
worked on a national schools re-building
programme that included Thurso High
School in Caithness.
Ian worked for a short spell at George
Walls before moving to Ian Burke, Martin
and Partners, subsequently becoming a
partner with the Hugh Martin Partnership.
A career spanning more than thirty years
at HMP involved major commercial,
retail and residential projects, including:
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Edinburgh headquarter developments for
the Forestry Commission and the Civil
Aviation Authority; and Britoil’s HQ in
Glasgow; retail developments for John
Lewis Partnership, Princes Quay, Hull, the
Eastgate Centre, Inverness and residential
projects in the Shetland Islands and the
Outer Hebrides. A relatively modern
commission for a private holiday home at
the Loch of Craiglush in Perthshire gave
him particular pleasure.
With a keen interest in Scandinavian
design, Ian maintained a view throughout
his career that new architecture should
be forward-looking and innovative.
A modernist at heart he was equally
passionate and interested in architectural
heritage and the conservation of historic
buildings.
Outside of architecture and working
life, Ian’s interests included rugby, which
he played at school in the Borders and
later at college. He was a regular attendee
and enthusiastic supporter of the Borders
Sevens. He also possessed a great love of
reading, writing and Scotland’s natural
landscape.
In practice, Ian developed considerable
expertise in the field of Project
Management. His professionalism, integrity, companionship and good humour
were highly regarded by colleagues and
business associates alike. He patiently
supported young architects during their
practical training and was unfailingly
generous with his time. Ian will be warmly
remembered by all his friends, who knew
him as someone who’s glass was always
‘half full’. Ian is survived by his wife, Olive,
four children and eight grandchildren.
Kindly provided by Ian Cook’s family

George Cruickshank
25 february 1930 to 12 january 2011

George Cruickshank was born and brought
up in Cove Bay which he described as “a
wee fishing/farming village, weel apairt fae
the toon!”. Educated at Mackie Academy,
Stonehaven, he studied architecture at the
‘Old’ Gray’s School of Art in Schoolhill. As
a student he won the Aberdeen Society
of Architects Silver Medal and the RIAS
Robert Rowand Anderson Silver Medal &
Travelling Scholarship, both in 1953.
After two years National Service with
the Royal Engineers (Southern Command
Bridging Camp) George studied Town &
Regional Planning at Heriot-Watt College,
Edinburgh then worked as an apprentice
then an assistant and subsequently senior
assistant in the City Architects office in
Aberdeen.
In 1958 George moved to Dundee
where he worked with Johnston and
Baxter and lectured at the Dundee School
of Architecture. He moved on again to
become an Associate Partner with the
London firm of architects/planners,
Russell Orme and Partners where his work
included the design of Dalgety Bay, Fife. He
then became Depute, then Burgh Architect
and Planning Officer for Dunfermline
(1962 - 1968). Latterly he returned to
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Aberdeen where he was County Planner
Officer, Aberdeenshire for four years prior
to the last time local government was, in
his words “dis/re-organised”. In 1972 he
was invited to become a partner in Baxter
Clark & Paul, in charge of the Aberdeen
office, a position he held until retiring in
1990. For a short period, in the meantime,
he also served as Director of the School
of Town & Regional Planning in the
University of Dundee.
In 1993, George became a consultant to
the Halliday Fraser Munro Partnership in
Aberdeen. Over the years he was an active
member of both the Aberdeen Society
of Architects and RIAS, President of the
former in 1975-77. He was a member of
Dunfermline and Aberdeen Round Tables
- Chairman of the former, a Rotarian in
Dunfermline, Claverhouse (Dundee) and
Aberdeen. He became President of the
Aberdeen Rotary in 1992.
George combined his full and varied
working life with numerous leisure
interests. He enjoyed bowling, curling,
sailing, the Doric and Burns. He was a
much loved wit and raconteur delivering
many after dinner addresses and immortal
memories.
A life-long champion of the
disadvantaged, George also supported
and raised funds for charities including
Christian Aid, Water Aid, the RNLI and
Amnesty International. He was much
loved for his bluff honesty, integrity and
fundamental decency. He was also devoted
to his family, His wife Kathleen died in 2003.
He is survived by his children, Jennifer,
Allison, Brian and Peter, six grandchildren
and two great grandchildren.
Obituary based on CV notes
written by George himself

Ian H. A. Imlach
29 july 1930 to 3 february 2011

The architect and academic Ian Imlach was
born in London but grew up in Durban
S. Africa. He moved to Scotland in 1948
to begin his architectural education at
the Scott Sutherland School in Aberdeen.
Ian was a highly regarded student who
demonstrated considerable skill in design
and draughtsmanship. He graduated
in 1953 and together with his wife Ann,
travelled to Singapore where he worked
in private practice until their return to
Scotland in 1958. He then worked with
James Parr before joining the staff of
the School of Architecture at Duncan of
Jordanstone College, Dundee.
Ian greatly enjoyed his long career as
a studio master and lecturer. He was one
of a group of characterful and committed
educators who, before the introduction of
research obligations, were able to devote
more of their time to their students needs.
He will be remembered with affection by
students and fellow tutors alike for his
unfailing affability, great sense of humour
and charm.
Throughout his career Ian produced
an interesting body of work as a sole

practitioner. Two significant projects
stand out, The Dundee Synagogue and his
family home. In the latter Ian revealed his
interest in the works of Richard Neutra
and the Usonian houses of Frank LloydWright. He was justifiably proud to recall
the appreciative comments made by
Herman Hertzberger during a brief visit
to the house. Hertzberger was particularly
impressed by the fireplace and hearth
seating arrangement, an extremely well
considered example of “place making”.
Ian’s recreational passion was sailing.
When he retired in 1995 he joined the
training crew of the largest sailing vessel
in the world, the Sedov, and took part in
The Tall Ships Race that year. Until quite
recently he was also a keen fund raiser and
supporter of the RNLI.
Following the death of his beloved
wife, Ann in September 2010, Ian moved to
Kuala Lumpur to be cared for by his family.
It was there that he passed away peacefully
in early February. Ian Imlach was a loving
husband, father, grandfather and friend.
He is much missed.
Kindly contributed by Barry Heathcote

Obituaries which are
read out at RIAS Council
are published in RIAS
Quarterly
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To contact RIAS call 0131 229 7545 or fax 0131 228 2188. For general enquiries email info@rias.org.uk

senior management
Neil Baxter Secretary & Treasurer
nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of RIAS policy, governance, business planning
and budgets. Overall responsibility for the Incorporation’s membership services,
Consultancy, Practice Services, accreditation schemes, events, publications, outreach,
political liaison, CPD, educational initiatives and awards.

Sonja Rosendahl Communications and Events Assistant
srosendahl@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2009. Event support and administration, website updates, awards
administration, media monitoring, picture research and RIAS Quarterly book reviews
co-ordinator. Responsible for online Directory of Architects, Special Skills Directory
and job ads.

Sharon McCord Depute Secretary
smccord@rias.org.uk
Joined: January 2008. Editor of RIAS Quarterly, production of internal and external
communications, press and public relations, awards and event management and
marketing. Responsible for online strategy and development, e-bulletins, web
content and RIAS bookshop.

Lorraine Sutherland Senior Receptionist (part-time)
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with incoming calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, general administration duties.

Staff
Charlene Byrne Membership & Consultancy Manager
Joined: March 2002. Administration of Membership, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish
Community Projects Fund, Architect in the House, RIBA Awards and the RIAS Clients
Advisory Service.

Kirsty Ward Practice Administrator
kward@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2005. Practice Services support, administers conservation and
sustainability accreditation schemes and the RIAS Energy Design Certification
Scheme, coordinates the e-PI bulletin, Practice Services website updates and online
research.

Carol-Ann Hildersley PA to the Secretary & Treasurer
childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the Secretary’s schedule, organising travel and
accommodation, handling incoming calls, emails, documentation. Administration
and minuting of committee meetings and Council. Research and assistance on
projects.

Lily Office Dog
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to maintain a stress-free working environment,
occasionally enliven meetings and ensure a focus on the key agenda priorities
(biscuits and sandwiches). Introduces a Zen-like calm by generally wandering about
and sleeping under desks.

ADVISORS
Maureen Johnstone Finance & Administration Assistant
mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for finance and central services, financial processing
and filing, coordination of internal room bookings and meeting set-ups, assisting
membership, post and mail, management of office recycling.

marjorie appleton Advisor to Secretary (Practice)
mappleton@rias.org.uk
Joined September 2010. Advises on Practice Information and matters relating to its
publication, content and delivery. Oversees the reorganisation and development of
information issued to practices.

Marilyn Leishman Receptionist (part-time)
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with incoming calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, bookshop cover.

Jack Hugh frias Special Advisor to the Secretary
jhugh@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 2007. Advises on financial matters, collation and drafting of PPC/
Council papers, preparation of agendas; maintenance of 15 Rutland Square, Head of
Certification and manager of RIAS Energy Design Certification Scheme.

Louise McLeod Finance & Administration Manager
lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible for central services function including finance,
audit, salaries, pensions, member pensions, annual contracts, insurances, personnel,
recruitment, membership, staff management, IT, health & safety, the building.

Pat Lally hon frias Political Consultant
c/o childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2008. Liaison with Scottish Government and local authority politicians,
encouraging political participation in CPG and other RIAS events, chairing of RIAS
government committee, external relations with COSLA, STUC and quasi-government
organisations.

Maryse Richardson Practice Manager
mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice Services, secretariat support to six RIAS
committees and production of quarterly Practice Information, legal and contractual
queries, maintaining the RIAS suite of Standard Forms and managing dispute
resolution expert panels.

Brian Moore Director of Consultancy
bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects and improving procurement in architecture by
ensuring value-based selection procedures in all RIAS Competitions.

Nicky Regan Senior Bookshop Assistant (part-time)
bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: August 2009. Managing RIAS Bookshop, including sales of architectural
appointments, certificates, administrations forms and up-to-date and archived
building contracts. Telephone, website and direct sale to members and the public of
RIAS publications and a wide range of architectural books.

John Norman Consultant Accountant
jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget, quarterly accounts, annual statutory accounts for
RIAS charity and RIAS Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger management/supervision,
RIAS/RIBA membership reconciliations, annual audit, payroll issues, other tax and
financial issues, as required.
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PRODUCTS & SERVICES
proven fire protection for timber
Arch Timber Protection offers a choice
of proven pressure impregnated
fire retardent treatments that allow
timber to be used safely in new build
projects, for both interior and exterior
applications.

Tel 01977 714 000    advice@archchemicals.com    www.archtp.com

m s creations
With over ten years experience in
architectural model-making (from Sydney
to Skye), we offer cost-effective models for
architects and developers across Scotland,
suitable for planning or presentation.

12 Duntaylor Avenue, Aberfeldy, Perthshire PH15 2BX Tel: 01887 822 943
Mob: 07591 851 248 mscreations@btinternet.com www.mscreations.co.uk

Architectural Translations
Technical translations. Arts,
architecture, construction and civil
engineering. Plans, building contracts,
specifications, M&E layouts, magazine
articles, tenders, international
competitions...We’re here to help. Most
European languages covered.
4 Chesser Avenue, Edinburgh EH14 1TA Tel: 0131 455 7499 Mob: 07543 386 701
info@traduit.co.uk   www.traduit.co.uk

malcolm cochrane photography
Malcolm specialises in interior and
exterior photography, 360 degree
panoramas and interactive flash virtual
tours. He has 15 years experience
working for a wide range of clients and
publications all over Scotland.
Tel 0131 466 6799 Mob 07971 835 065
mail@malcolmcochrane.co.uk    www.malcolmcochrane.co.uk

context interiors
Award winning homeware boutique
offering a unique collection of distinctive
furniture, traditional lighting, mirrors,
ironmongery, classic home accessories,
earthborn ecological paint and
inspirational gift ideas. Online shop now
open or visit us at 79 Morningside Road,
Edinburgh, EH10 4AY.
t/f 0131 447 6384 info@contextinteriors.co.uk www.contextinteriors.co.uk

ECHOES Ecology Ltd
Echoes Ecology specialise in development projects
where bats, barn owls, badgers and other protected
species need to be considered. Our experienced team
has a track record for the delivery of high quality
survey programmes, reporting, mitigation and
compensation strategies, all of which complying with
recognised guidelines and best practice methodology.
Tel 0870 234 0002    enquiries@echoesecology.co.uk
www.echoesecology.co.uk

Painted and gilded lettering
An Edinburgh-based craftsman specialising in
traditional lettering, gilding and glass gilding.
Working with, amongst others, National Trust
Scotland and National Museums Scotland,
creating craft-based signage solutions for the
built environment.

robinabbey1@gmail.com    Mob: 07939 000 831 www.robinabbeysignwriting.co.uk

Sasha Visuals
Architectural Illustration and Perspectives
From concept illustration to detailed
perspectives - effective images produced
to tight deadlines. Work conducted entirely
online for your convenience. Please visit
my website for the complete view www.
sashavisuals.com.
33 Hollybank Court, 193 London Road, Leicester LE2 1ZF   Tel: 0116 274 5844
Mob: 07534 742 097   info@sashavisuals.com   www.sashavisuals.com

keith hunter photography
...photographing Scotland’s architecture.
High quality architectural exterior and
interior photography.
Member of Arcaid picture library.

Tel 0141 886 4503 Mob 07831 117980
keith@khp.demon.co.uk    www.arcblue.com/keith-hunter/

kate henderson
Sixteen years of experience as a glass artist.
Elected associate of the BSMGP. Creates new
work for ecclesiastical and secular sections.
Previous clients Edinburgh City Council,
Merchiston School and Church of Scotland.

Braemar, 8 Lydgait, Haddington, East Lothian EH41 3LG
Tel 01620 824 130 kate@katehenderson.myzen.co.uk www.bsmgp.org.uk

peace
of
mind

For indemnity cover that offers complete peace of mind,
make RIAS Insurance Services part of your plans.
For further information contact:
Ian McCallum
RIAS Insurance Services
Orchard Brae House
30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh
EH4 2HS
Tel:
0131 311 4292
Fax:
0131 311 4280
Email: ian.mccallum@marsh.com

RIAS
Insurance Services

