Autumn 2015

Issue 23

the journal of the royal incorporation of architects in scotland

Scottish Student Awards for Architecture
“What I Did on my Holidays”
Festival of Architecture

ISSN 2044-1851

£12.00

Bernat Klein Hon FRIAS

The new V-epps pre-plumbed system.
Engineered with ingenuity.
There are lots of obvious benefits of V-epps, the industry’s first fully precision engineered, pre-plumbed panel system. It’s fast and inexpensive to
install for a start. But the ingenious engineering, well that’s much less apparent; in fact it’s completely hidden from view. High strength linear-bearing
hinges provide smooth movement and allow panels to be positioned at different heights, with no gaps between panels. The innovative dowel-dock
is designed for perfect panel alignment, while the adjustable zinc plated steel tie backs provide a bracing system for easier installation.
Order your brochure on 01474 353333 or visit www.venesta.co.uk
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®
Engineered Pre-Plumbed System

The secret behind V-epps.
V-epps features 7 ingenious engineering
secrets, including:

Venesta linear-bearing hinge™
The highly engineered, linear bearing,
lift-up hinges offer effortless, smooth
movement time and time again and
allow easy access to duct space for
hassle-free, ongoing maintenance.
Patent pending
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Call 01474 353333 www.venesta.co.uk
10-year guarantee
V-epps series as 01 RIAS Quarterly.indd 1
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From the President
Headline
Since the last Quarterly I have represented
the cause of architecture at numerous
events and meetings. There were four
which are particularly pertinent and indeed
are interconnected which require a much
broader discussion.
The first was the sheer honour of
chairing the Doolan Award judging where,
in the excellent and hugely knowledgeable
company of Dame Barbara Kelly Hon FRIAS,
Peter McIlhenny FRIAS and Margaret Richards
FRIAS, we had the opportunity to bear
witness to all that is good about architecture.
We met enthusiastic and visionary clients and
their talented and hardworking architects.
Together they have created beautiful
buildings which help make Scotland a better
place. That is something which we must
celebrate every day.
That then brings me to procurement.
Procurement makes many of us very
frustrated because we want to be architects.
Like many others, I feel that the system gets in
the way, either from getting the right solution
or selecting an appropriate contractor.

© Malcolm Cochrane

The RIAS has done much on this subject.
Representing the profession and our coconsultants, I have been invited to sit on

obligations like CDM 2015 and BIM.
Together we need to lead, we need to

profession must retain an active and
lead involvement in professional entry

the Construction Scotland Procurement

fight for our role as design team leaders. We

qualifications, particularly here in Scotland.

Implementation Group which will work with

need to tell others to ‘get off our lawn’ and

APEAS serves students and the profession

the Scottish Government and the Scottish

reclaim our rightful scope, so as to influence

well. Whilst Universities must provide exit

Futures Trust on proposals to shape design

and shape Scotland for the better.

qualifications for those who do not wish

led procurement. We must engage with

Lastly, I attended a meeting about

to proceed into the profession, it must be

architects, engineers and surveyors to

architectural education and student entry

recognised that architecture is a vocation. The

define solutions. We must also harness and

routes into the profession. For some time it

quality of our education system, past, present

coordinate involvement at Chapter level

has been apparent that all vocational courses

and future, impacts upon the performance of

so that, collectively, we can have a much

are severely undervalued. A poisonous focus

our businesses and our futures.

stronger voice to create a new approach.

on research points is financially undermining

These are thorny issues. Students

them. That is also allied to Universities

have many pressures and burdens. We

interconnected, topics. Recent events have

carrying an increasingly high overhead and

grapple with this subject and through the

proven that it is all too easy for the vagaries

not focusing enough on delivery. Staff contact

RIAS’ influence, help make a brighter future

of commercial life to snuff out architectural

time across vocational courses is radically

for all of our children and, through their

talent. We are in a challenging situation where

reduced, yet students have a great burden

endeavours, the built environment across

other professions cherry pick our scope of

of debt. Most would admit they are not well

Scotland.

service. Downward and institutionalised

prepared for real business life. Put simply, is

pressure on fees still persists, yet we are

that good value for money?

That then brings me on to sadder, but

expected to respond to a plethora of
business regulation, procurement and

Furthermore the route to professional
entry is under review, as is the ARB. The

Willie Watt PRIAS
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From our Archive with Ian Stuart Campbell hon frias
55 years ago
Prospect 19
Autumn 1960

Opinions spiral freely around new

mark of commercial vulgarity; that of the 20th

architecture and development and,

century to substitute vacancy for whatever
it has aimlessly destroyed. The total want

with the advent of social media, they no

of any style or dignity in such crudities as

longer even require to be ‘informed’. At

the Ice Rink can be seen by anyone; on a

one level it is encouraging that people

smaller scale it is the same in all the miserable
suburbs and all the tampering that goes on in

care and want to influence and alter

the middle of the town. A particularly nasty

events, yet it is not clear that much

recent example is a mean little house on

change has actually been stimulated as

the corner of Wellington Square and Barnes
Street, which has broken into roof lines and

a result of all this commentary.

window-lines and has a pointless rounded

In 1960 Andor Gome wrote a series

corner which even the craze for sight-lines
can’t excuse. On the other hand the new

for RIAS Prospect on Scottish Urban

council estate at Whitletts – so far out, alas!

Tradition in which he gave an eloquent

– is surprisingly refreshing. The flats are

critique of contemporary Scottish

certainly clumsy, but the terraced houses do

development. In the autumn issue Ayr
was examined under the spotlight and

achieve a smoothness and simplicity which is
as welcome as it is rare.
Nearer in, by the Ice Rink, is a more

Scottish Urban Tradition 3
Andor Gome

determined attempt to go modern. The

Ayr is a veritable bran-tub of a town. More

designer has evidently read in some magazine

or less any dip will bring up something

about such up-to-date devices as the use of

unexpected, very likely something entirely

timber (vertical and horizontal) stairs without

unrelated to anything else. There is hardly

risers, pedestrian piazzas and so on. Their use

anything, good or bad, that a town can suffer

in this futile, routine manner, simply because

brick detailing, rather than indigenous

that hasn’t happened to Ayr sometime;

they are the tricks of the moment, shows

materials. Richard Atkins FRIAS wrote

hardly a lesson in the design (or non-design)

that we are as far as ever from having a

of towns that Ayr can’t illustrate. To arrive

decent 20th century architectural vernacular.

by boat would be the best way to start to

For not one derives from the necessities of

explore Ayr. That way one would escape the

the design in any way: the building is feeble

vicious corrupting suburbia which spoils all

because it is fundamentally insincere, a

the landward approaches; it would bring

pathetic and depressing reminder, because so

one to the heart of things in more senses

negative, of the discipline which the need for

Heritage initiative with all its complex

than one. Harbour Street today has all the

fine architecture ought to impose.

design issues and recorded an audience

sturdy working dignity of its kind, with an

At Ayr, the builders have responded

immense spaciousness given by the river

eagerly with some of the most hideous

and the great width of the quay, warehouses

sprawl I have ever seen. Much of this could

whose handsome simplicity goes so well in

be cleared up by comprehensive planning of

the mixed urban scene, street furniture with

which Ayr has quite obviously never heard.

a functional directness that ought to shame

But planning won’t relieve our spiritual

the ironmongery experts (if ever they thought

anaemia: that is a disease of society and one

about it).

aspect of it is that, until we make a civilisation

failed to impress, in particular for its lack
of comprehensive planning.
By 1990 Scotland’s architectural
debate had moved to concerns about
the wholesale adoption of brick and

passionately about the resulting
‘uniform banality’.
One year ago the Quarterly
reported on a Scottish Government

member’s interesting observation that
architects are too inclined to talk to
ourselves!

The chief effect of the 19th century in Ayr
was to stamp on the town the depressing

8

which is worth fostering, we shall go on living
in the architectural junkshop we deserve.
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25 years ago

1 year ago

Prospect 41
Summer 1990

RIAS Quarterly Issue 19
Autumn 2014
adopted panacea to the environmental
disaster of the 60 – 70’s concrete high rise
housing solution. It is available in a mind
boggling array of colours and textures,
complete with contrasting soldier courses,
pistol bricks and pre-packed “gauged arches”.
Capital investment has favoured the larger
centralised manufacturer. This has destroyed,
to a large extent, local variations and use

areas, including Scotland, which have not

Scotland has an Historic Environment
Strategy – So What Next?
Euan Leitch

traditionally produced and used bricks.

The Historic Environment Strategy for

of local clays. Bricks are easily transported
throughout the UK. This has blighted those

Currently bricks are used to construct

Banality and the Common Fletton
Richard Atkins FRIAS

Scotland, Our Place in Time, was published

mass volume housing, infill tenements,

in March 2014. Collaboratively produced

clad supermarkets and shopping centres.

by individuals and organisations across the

These larger projects occasionally allow a

heritage sector, it aims to provide a vision

corbelled tower or bulls-eye window, just to

and framework for co-ordinated action

let you know an architect was involved. They

across the diverse range of people involved

universally achieve the criteria as evaluated.

in looking after our historic environment.

Why then the banality?

Unsurprisingly it advocates a collaborative

In the past, society has produced a number

As the technologies of communication

approach to the process of valuing, caring for

of solutions to particular design parameters.

and transportation reach increasing levels

and understanding the historic environment.

Examples include the Victorian stone built

of sophistication, pitifully the theoretically

tenements found throughout Scotland’s

diverse social, cultural and aesthetic

and the Built Environment, chaired by Linda

major cities, the Georgian New Town of

experiences we could all participate in

Fabiani MSP Hon FRIAS met on 29 April 2014

Edinburgh and suburban brick built “semi”

are met by the reciprocal dualities of

to debate what the outcome of the strategy

synonymous with building between the wars.

consumerism and instant gratification. Choice

would be, inviting four speakers to reflect

These have provided the optimum solutions

is limited to the colour of our car, not to

on what could and should happen next from

to specific compromises and the buildings

our means of transport. In this harsh world

their perspectives.

are able to respond to changes in the pattern

success demands conformity and failure is

of use.

social leprosy. Brick is as symptomatic of this

out further that tension between professional

as Coke, jeans or TV.

expertise and community value as the

These are all considered by society as

The Cross-Party Group on Architecture

The discussion which followed teased

“good buildings” and scholars have studied

audience debated whether or not this could

their myriad differences and extolled their

result in devaluing conservation rigour or,

virtues. No doubt, in the majority of cases,

in heritage without sizeable geographic

“architects” in the sense we have come

communities, being neglected and lost.

to understand were not involved in their

One particularly pertinent comment

design. Certainly, in the recent past, much

came from a member of the audience who

of this building has been condemned for its

emphasised the need for the sector to stop

technical inadequacy. Ironically, much effort

talking to itself but to talk to others of the

is now expended in the restoration of these

benefits and importance of the historic

buildings to maintain the urban fabric.

environment. Ask not what everyone else can

If we examine contemporary design
solutions we find brick an almost universally

do for heritage, but what can heritage do for
everyone else.
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above:
Arena
opposite and below:
Piazza Delle Erbe
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Ian Stuart Campbell hon frias offers some ‘snaps’, sketches and personal reflections…

Impressions of Verona
Can a city display charisma? Defined as

an integral bridge across the river it re-used

around Piazza Delle Erbe. An irregular open

“compelling attractiveness or charm that

part of the original city wall. In the event,

space where frequent busy markets use neat,

can inspire devotion in others”, charisma

its defences proved most useful against

in-built, fold-up stalls. Nearby courtyards

requires more than a simple sprinkling of

internal family feuds. During Mussolini’s

and squares, the largest being Piazza dei

fashionability.

fascist rule, these buildings were converted

Signori, offer contrasting tranquillity and an

by Ferdinando Forlati for use as a museum.

aristocratic settings for grand palaces and

Rome, Genoa and Venice, Verona early

Forlati reconstructed towers and turned

domestic residences.

established itself as a truly classical Roman

functional barracks into a ‘late Gothic’ style

city with an amphitheatre and large temple

palace of culture.

Strategically set on main routes from

on the high bank of the river and a forum,

Badly damaged in World War Two,

The most famous and most visited
address here is undoubtedly the 13th
century Juliet’s House which is thought to

duomo and Roman arena on the lower plain,

the buildings were again restored in 1958.

have belonged to the Capulets. Letters

encircled by the looping river. Laid out with

This time, architect Carlo Scarpa brilliantly

addressed to ‘Romeo and Juliet’, from

a rectangular grid linking the arena with the

exposed original features throughout and

around the world, still receive replies daily

forum, now Piazza Delle Erbe, the centre still

peeled back some of the later pastiche,

from volunteers which helps to consolidate

feels deceptively modern.

allowing each iteration of the castle’s

Verona’s reputation as one of the contenders

history to be easily read. Internally bespoke

for the epithet ‘City of Love’. Oras William

the Roman Empire when it became capital

mountings and plinths give each exhibit a

Shakespeare put it, “There is no world

of the Ostrogoth and Langobard dominions.

distinctive home while presenting a timeless

without Verona’s walls.”

During the 13th century the powerful Della

building.

Verona prospered even after the fall of

Scala family added splendour with grand

Less absorbing but equally remarkable is

There is no evidence that Shakespeare
ever visited Verona. However by the energy

monuments, new bridges, extended fortified

Verona’s nearby Roman arena. A colosseum

and will of its citizens throughout the ages

walls and gateways. By the 16th century

look-alike which, in-keeping with the more

each opportunity has created a dynamic

military emphasis was superseded by

modest scale of Verona, has lost its upper

magnetism. In choosing Verona as a setting

merchant activity and Verona expanded with

levels. Throughout the 19th and 20th

for three plays the city’s 16th century

stylish town houses under the artistic and

centuries the arena became renowned as

charisma must have captivated Shakespeare

architectural guidance of Michele Sanmicheli.

a superlative opera venue during summer

and his British audiences. It still does for

months. With an audience capacity of around

hordes of tourist visitors and international

contribution to Verona by the Della Scala

20,000 it currently draws over half a million

opera fans.

family was Castelvecchio (1355). A robust

visitors to the city each year.

The most significant architectural

crenelated structure with covered towers and

Verona’s focus and former forum is

Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS
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Impressions of…

All images © Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS

Piazza Bra

Piazza Delle Erbe

12

Balcony at Juliet’s House

Roman Theatre on the high bank of the River Adige
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above:
Ponte Navi
left:
Castelvecchio
below:
Ponte Scaligeri
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Features

Bernat Klein’s house by Peter Womersley
All photography © Michael Wolchover

Three-Dimensional Weaving
Bernat Klein’s commission for his own

his obsessions with colour, rich materiality

the surrounding ring of woodland, gradually

house to Peter Womersley brought together

and the undulating wooded landscape of the

emerging into view as visitors ascend the

two of the most creative adoptive Scots of

Scottish Borders.

road.

the 20th century. Klein, a Serbian émigré,

Klein commissioned Womersley on

Historic Scotland’s listing description

virtually single-handedly, re-invented the

the back of previous work in England,

of what is now, quite rightly, an A Listed

Borders textile industry, while the, London

particularly Farnley Hey in Huddersfield,

structure, describes a “14 by 5 – bay

trained, Yorkshireman, Womersley’s relatively

from 1954. This earlier outing was inspired

rectangular plan…timber framed construction

limited architectural output was among the

by contemporary American modernism,

on an 8ft grid pattern over concrete raft.”

most distinctive and influential in Scotland of

combining, appropriately rough, stone walls

Mention is made of the “clerestory and

his era. While their relationship reached its

with expansive windows. Set on a hilltop in a

continuous white fascia board at eaves…

apotheosis in the concrete and glass studio

wood, the modular flat-roofed, single-storey,

coloured vitroslab panels, clear plate plyglass

which Womersley designed for Klein in the

High Sunderland might, without too much

glazing…entrance screen with five horizontal

early 1970’s, their first endeavour together

of a stretch of the imagination, be read as a

panels, formerly coloured, with later surface

might, in some ways, be considered more

three dimensional rendering of one of Klein’s

tile mosaic added by Bernat Klein”. There is

representative of the threads which defined

own textile designs from the time. The house

also allusion to the open car port and the

Klein’s career. It is particularly expressive of

is approached via drystone walls, through

original enclosed courtyard. The emphasis is

15
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Bernat Klein

all rectilinear, horizontal, vertical and spatial.

central hearth is, like the building’s external

best expressed in the open plan children’s

Yet while, from all of this, the impression

elevations, an expression of its client’s

playroom which, complete with sleeping

might be of something totally inorganic, alien

passions translated by the mind of a master

alcoves, was designed for later adaptation

to its context, what these two men, at the

architect. Much of the interior is open plan

into separate bedrooms.

height of their artistic inventiveness, actually

with panels in African hardwoods forming

achieved was a welcoming, human-scale,

“secret” doors to the bedroom suites.

family home, vibrant with the shared joy of

Bernat Klein wanted his new home to

High Sunderland was Bernat Klein’s
beloved home right up until his death in
2014. If a building might ever be described as

Klein’s children and the shared creativity of its

also serve, in a sense, as a marketing device.

expressing its client’s character, it was Bernat

owner and the architect who was to become

From the outset, his plan was to entertain

Klein’s own home. Like its owner, the building

one of his closest friends.

associates and potential clients and to

experienced a gentle decline over recent

organise business meetings in the open plan

years. Equally, however, like Klein himself,

what the Bauhaus would have called a

living space with its central, sunken floor.

his home remained ever lively, engaging,

“gesamtkunstwerk”, a complete work of art in

However, his architect was sensitive to the

colourful and infused with joy.

architecture. The coming together of Klein’s

fact that the building had to be designed to

textiles, bespoke fitted furniture and storage,

serve more than Klein himself. His sensitivity

polished wood panelling and the grey marble

to the needs of the family was perhaps

Internally the house comes close to

16
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A&DS Exhibitions and Events at The Lighthouse
Architecture and Design Scotland
Level 2, The Lighthouse, Mitchell Lane, Glasgow g1 3nu. Open Mon-Sat 10.30am-5pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
ChalkTalk
© Neal Hemingway, Andrea Hickey

DECADE: Architecture and Design
Scotland 2005-2015

Achieving Community Led Regeneration
11 November, Location: tbc

around three main themes: Past, Present and

DECADE is a series of talks on architecture

What are the benefits of co-production

built environment in the Merchant City and

in Scotland reflecting on the past decade

where communities get a greater say in how

Scotland. ChalkTalk provided a platform for

and looking forward to the important issues

the built and green environment grows up

architects to engage directly with the wider

of the next as part of our 10th anniversary.

around them?

city and allowed participants to reimagine
the city around them through the medium of

Established in 2005, Architecture and Design

development and emerging practice to

Sustainable Procurement - a Pipe Dream
or a Game Changer?
19 November, A&DS, Bakehouse Close,
Edinburgh

housing and green spaces.

Will the new duty to act sustainability in

Scotland is Scotland’s champion for good
design and sustainable places. DECADE
covers topics ranging from sustainable

Participate!
8 October 1.30 - 4.30pm
The Lighthouse, Glasgow

of public projects to prioritise outcomes
through the process?

The Krystyna Johnson Award, in its fourth
year, is open to all second year architectural

You’ll find all the details of our DECADE talks

students across Scotland’s five Schools of

on www.ads.org.uk.

Architecture. The award is to encourage
ecological design. Projects range from

How can we get people involved in shaping
a building, place or service? This will be a fully

chalk.

Scottish Ecological Design Association
– Krystyna Johnson Award 2015 and
Inaugural Howard Liddell Lecture
Noticed Board, Level 2
22 October – 13 January 2016

procurement make it easier for clients
Coming up at DECADE:

Future, each looking into the ever changing

Exhibitions at The Lighthouse

Inverness to Beith and from an ecological
primary school to a futuristic library. This

participative event, with activities to help the

Chalk Talk
Noticed Board, Level 2, The Lighthouse
3 September 2015 - 28 October 2015

year’s exhibition of students work will

Are we Building ‘Equally Well’?
21 October, Location tbc

As part of the Merchant City Festival 2015,

Sandy Halliday. Howard, who passed away

Masters students, Neal Hemingway and

in 2013, was the prime mover behind the

What makes a space conducive to health and

Andrea Hickey designed, constructed and

Scottish Ecological Design Association and

well-being and how can all our developments

delivered an architectural pavilion, serving

a pioneering figure in ecological design,

improve our health?

as both an exhibition space and public

founding the interdisciplinary Gaia Group

intervention. The pavilion exhibited work

with Sandy in 1996.

audience develop tools to take back into their
community and practice.

for more information:
www.ads.org.uk | exhibitions@ads.org.uk | @ArcDesSco

be further celebrated by SEDA’s Howard
Liddell lecture to be delivered by Professor
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CONTRACT
we also offer interior solutions
for any business or
public area

Feel at home
Even when
you are not

We want you to make the most out of your space. At BoConcept Contracts
we offer bespoke interior solutions for business – whether that be residential,
office, commercial or public spaces. With our wide selection of high
quality design furniture, lamps, rugs and accessories, our professional and
experienced interior designers are ready to find the perfect solution for your
requirements. We make your guests feel at home – even when they are not.

257 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. 0141 341 4920 (2 minutes from M&S) www.boconcept.co.uk
Harrods Knightsbridge | Bournemouth | Newcastle | Leeds | Manchester | Bristol
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Cross-Party Group on Architecture and the Built Environment:

The Festival of Architecture 2016

Image of Eco City
© Cathy McCulloch, Director Children’s Parliament
John Nicholls, Community Programme Manager, Children’s Parliament

In April this year, the CPG on Architecture

Parliament started 20 years ago, based

and the Built Environment addressed

around a built environment project. It works

three key themes of next year’s Festival;

with children between the ages of 8 and 14

education, community and place-making,

and often vulnerable or ‘at risk’ children.

with discussions covering topics such as

John highlighted the UN Convention

branding graphics, children’s design of cities

on the Rights of the child. “When adults are

and community shops.

making decisions that affect children, children

•

possible digitising of the Buildings of
Scotland publication,

•

the role of the RIAS Chapters in creating a
series of regional hubs,

•

suggestions that children should be
writing architectural guides for children,

•

the opportunity for the communications

The Festival of Architecture forms

have the right to say what they think should

strategy to promote design by tapping

part of the Scottish Government’s Year of

happen and have their opinions taken into

into the networks of the 60+ partner

Innovation, Architecture and Design 2016.

account”. The Parliament and their Eco City

Karen Cunningham, Director of the Festival

project is a very good example of the type of

introduced the meeting theme by officially

organisation and events that will form part of

Biennale with an exhibition which will

launching the Festival branding design.

the Festival.

then tour Scotland.

Some of the aims of the Festival are:

•
•
•

the opportunity for a stand at the Venice

Karen Anderson is Chair of Architecture
and Design Scotland which is one of

•

organisations,
•

This is a very optimistic programme

to celebrate an art form central to

the Festival partners. Many of A&DS’

which is gathering momentum and has

Scotland’s cultural identity,

programmes will form part of the Festival

the scope to be a stunning celebration of

to raise awareness on the importance of

year and they are very optimistic about the

architecture in Scotland.

good built environment to all our lives,

outcome of the event and the opportunity to

to cater for widely differing tastes,

inform politicians and clients about the social

educational levels and interests,

and economic benefits of good design.

to host hands on educational and
entertaining events.
Cathy McCulloch and John Nicholls, of

Karen outlined a number of projects
A&DS has been involved with which actively
address the community and placemaking

Anyone wishing to attend or looking

aspects such as the ‘Leg-A-See Run 2014’,

for more information should contact

the Children’s Parliament, promoted the

the ‘Made in Stirling’ shop and the Inverness

Children’s Parliament as Scotland’s Centre

Public Realm Improvements. Karen noted

for Excellence for Children’s Participation

that the more informed people are in relation

and Engagement. They provide children with

to design and place, the more capable they

opportunities to share their experiences,

are to challenge decisions and assumptions

thoughts and feelings so that they can

and more likely to demand good quality

can be found by visiting

influence life at home, in school and in the

which reflects pride in their place.

www.scottish.parliament.uk/msps/

community through change at a local and
national level. Cathy noted that the Children’s

There was a wide ranging discussion,
covering a breadth of aspects such as:

Eugene Mullan on 0131 555 1414,
e.mullan@smith-scott-mullan.co.uk
Further details on CPGs in general

cross-party-groups.aspx
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We are a resolute bunch when presented

others to say ‘I never knew architects could

as part of the GIA Festival programme to

with a challenge. When a prize is involved

be so fun!’

demonstrate that architects’ determination

things can get a little competitive. So,

This question was firmly answered

and creativity, applied to any problem or

when the call went out to the architects of

during the Pecha Kucha presentations

Glasgow’s Merchant City, inviting them to

which followed the public exhibition.

take part in an architectural themed bake-off,

The commitment by each practice was

bakes were:

project deadlines were set to one side, design

remarkable. The eventual winners, Page\

•

Page\Park: Theatre Royal (first place)

teams were assembled and specialist sub-

Park Architects, explained that their bake was

•

BDP: TIC Building (second place)

contractors were contacted.

constructed to a very thorough and well-

•

Pidgin Perfect: The Barras Banchetto

The rules were simple. Submit a cake in

situation, often leads to spectacular results.
The participating practices and their

written National Baking Specification, Dress

(third place)

the form of a recent project or a favourite

for The Weather impressed the audience

Glasgow building and prepare a short, Pecha

with their ‘Jam Detail’ and jm architects were

Kucha style, presentation to explain the

delighted with the success of their ‘driven

•

Collective Architecture: Woodside Tower

process and to prove that the cake was made

voids of milk chocolate’.

•

Dress For The Weather: Holmwood

by the architect.

•

ICA Architects: Merchant Studios
(Peoples Choice Award)

Judging Edible Architecture may go down

House

as one of the most enjoyable tasks I have had

•

haa design: The Gallery of Modern Art

the registration deadline. Rumours were

to undertake in my time as GIA President.

•

jm architects: Reid Building, Glasgow

circulating the Merchant City of artist

I was joined on the judging panel by Karen

collaborations, summer students who

Cunningham, Director of the Festival of

were once award-winning pastry chefs and

Architecture 2016, and Nichola, Linsey and

experiments with gingerbread. Practices

Gillian of Three Sisters Bake.

Eleven entries were confirmed by

did very well to keep their bakes top secret

School of Art
•

One
•

The intention of Edible Architecture was

which made the unveiling in the City Halls

to promote the work of the high number

on the 28th July all the more special. Eleven

of architects who practice within Glasgow’s

‘showstoppers’ were proudly displayed,

Merchant City in a fun and engaging way.

amongst the GIA themed bunting and

The success of the event and positive

attracted over 200 members of the public

feedback we received from participants and

throughout the day. The creativity and

the public has further motivated the GIA in

originality of the bakes prompted some to

our preparations for 2016. It is hoped that

ask ‘did an architect really make that!?’ and

Edible Architecture will make a return in 2016

John Gilbert Architects: Cultybraggan Hut
NORD / NVA: Kilmahew / St Peter’s
Seminary

•

PMD / DRS Glasgow City Council:
Glendale Primary and Gaelic Medium
School

•

Strathclyde University: The Architecture
Building

Michael Dougall FRIAS, President GIA
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Building Health Check
A Traditional Buildings Health Check Scheme for Scotland

The TBHC encourages homeowners to commission routine maintenance works
© Stirling City Heritage Trust

In 2012, the report Establishing the Need for

The report also highlighted that many

Government is keen to tackle. Added to

Traditional Skills confirmed what many in the

homeowners were not unwilling to invest

this is the increasing number of ‘near-miss’

heritage sector had known for years; that

in their homes, however this investment

masonry falls around the country, which

a widespread lack of regular maintenance

was often directed towards more aesthetic

poses a real threat to public safety.

over decades has led to a steady decline

interior alterations, such as new kitchens and

in the condition of Scotland’s traditional

redecorating.

building stock. This report drew together

The Scottish Government, through

A few countries in Europe seem to be
getting things right, reducing the number of
buildings at risk and supporting a population

findings from a number of sources, including

Historic Scotland, has been working to

of responsible building owners. Membership-

the Scottish House Condition Survey 2010

promote an increased awareness among

based proactive building inspection

which highlighted that 76% of traditional

building owners of the importance of

schemes such as Monumentenwacht in

dwellings had disrepair to critical elements

simple, regular maintenance. Buildings that

the Netherlands (in operation for 40 years)

(components that make a building wind and

are not wind and watertight are colder,

have proven track records. For example

watertight). That equates to nearly 340,000

damper, less efficient and less sustainable.

the province of Noord-Brabant has seen

homes.

This not only compounds a widespread

significant improvements in the condition of

negative perception of traditional buildings

its built heritage, with the number of listed

given that there is no national strategy to

but exacerbates the growing issue of fuel

buildings in poor condition having reduced

address the condition of our building stock.

poverty across Scotland, an issue that the

from 60% to 10%.

This statistic is concerning, particularly
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Checking windows during a building inspection

TBHC runs a variety of heavily subsidised training
events for professionals and contractors

The TBHC is open to all owners of traditional
buildings within the Stirling City boundary

© Stirling City Heritage Trust

Crown Copyright

© Stirling City Heritage Trust

In total, ten such schemes are in

Historic Scotland is leading the project

The TBHC also aims to stimulate

operation in Europe. These schemes give

with SCHT delivering at a local level. The

economic activity within the maintenance

members access to a building inspection

team comprises a Historic Scotland Project

construction sector. To support this, a key

service and encourage a “stitch-in-time”

Manager, a SCHT Manager, a Project

outcome for this pilot scheme is the delivery of

approach. Inspectors carry out minor

Officer/ Reserve Inspector and two Building

CPD training to support building professionals

maintenance tasks such as cleaning gutters or

Inspectors (one experienced stonemason and

and contractors. Training events are being

replacing a slipped slate while they are on the

one Chartered Architect).

delivered at a subsidised rate and count

roof but do not carry out repairs or large-

The scheme itself is broadly based on the

towards RIAS, RICS and IHBC professional

scale works. Following inspection, a detailed

Netherlands model. It is independent and all

CPD. The training programme for winter

report which sets out a prioritised list of

owners of traditional buildings (generally pre

2015-16 includes a wide range of topics, from

repairs and maintenance tasks is provided to

1919) within the Stirling City boundary can

the identification of asbestos and repairing

the building owner to take forward.

join. The building does not have to be listed

bituminous sheet flat roofs, to specifying stone

or in a conservation area, nor does it have to

repairs, energy efficiency measures and the

Stirling City Heritage Trust (SCHT) to

be residential – for example, Stirling Council

repair of earth buildings and sash and case

explore the case for a planned building

and Cowane’s Hospital Trust have both

windows. To find out more or to book a place

maintenance programme in Scotland (see

agreed to become members.

please visit www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/

In 2012, Historic Scotland commissioned

conservation.historic-scotland.gov.uk/

At the time of writing, the scheme has 83

conservation and click on “events”.
This is an exciting time for Stirling. As well

scotmonumentwatchsummary.pdf for an

members. Membership fees have been kept

executive summary of the Scoping Study).

low to encourage building owners to join

as being home to Scotland’s first proactive

SCHT was asked to collate evidence of the

the scheme. An owner of a typical detached/

building maintenance scheme, Scotland’s

need, consult key stakeholders and consider

semi/ terraced house will pay £45 per year

first dedicated building conservation centre

whether the European model could work

to join. An owner of a flat in a tenement or

is due to open its doors at the Engine Shed in

for Scotland. The Scoping Study found that

subdivided villa will pay £22, provided at least

Stirling in September 2016 and will include an

there was a case for running such a scheme in

two owners in the block sign up.

interactive interpretation space open to the

Scotland and recommended a five-year pilot

As a member, owners can request an

public.
The Traditional Buildings Health Check is

project, based on the Monumentenwacht

inspection of the external fabric of their

model.

property by the TBHC inspectors. They

the first of its kind in Scotland. If it is a success

are then given a detailed condition report

it could pave the way for similar schemes

Secretary for Culture, Fiona Hyslop,

which includes a prioritised list of repair and

to be rolled out across Scotland, delivered

announced that a five year proactive

maintenance works. At the same time as the

through City Heritage Trusts or other similar

building maintenance pilot scheme had been

inspection, minor repair works are carried

organisations. This is a pilot scheme and no

approved, with major funding to run the pilot

out, provided inspectors can gain safe access.

doubt will bring challenges along the way,

secured through CITB and Historic Scotland.

The TBHC is not a building repair scheme –

but it has the potential to deliver big, positive

In early 2013, Historic Scotland commissioned

building owners are expected to commission

changes to the condition of Scotland’s

Stirling City Heritage Trust to deliver the pilot

their own building professional and

traditional buildings.

scheme, now called the Traditional Buildings

contractor to carry out repair work identified

Health Check (TBHC), in Stirling.

in the report.

In November of 2012 the Cabinet

To find out more about the scheme visit www.traditionalbuildingshealthcheck.org or
contact the TBHC team on 01786 498 463 or info@traditionalbuildingshealthcheck.org

Ali Davey
Project Manager, Historic Scotland
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What I did on my holidays
Each year for the Autumn Quarterly we ask RIAS members the
familiar back-to-school essay question, “What did you do on
your holidays?” The rich and evocative reports published here
demonstrate that, even on vacation, the vocation of architecture
remains in focus – for cameras, sketch books and minds.
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Barcelona: Merchant City
In the last few months I have had the

breathes in and out as people enter and

develops gradually in its height. Its lowest

opportunity to work and live in Barcelona.

leave. Its stained glass projects its colours

level is a flea market and the upper level,

I found it fascinating how the character of

onto the moving crowd, complementing

a merchant space. The journey concludes

a whole nation could be observed in daily

the mix of faces and ages. The synchronised

with a gastronomic feast at its highest level.

activities.

movement of the people is reminiscent of

A high, reflective ceiling makes the crowd

a religious initiation. The aromas of spices

anonymous, the people an organised chaos,

commonly organised around their market

invade the air and remind of the scented

moving around second hand books, machine

streets. There is a Market Street in almost

sticks of the Buddhist monks, the merchants’

parts, or works of art. Just one hungry

every Scottish town. The town or city would

shouted invitations sound almost like chants.

traveller observes them while nibbling on

Towns and cities in Scotland are

gradually develop parallel to it. Every day,

La Concepció is another case. Far

tapas.
Further curiosity is provoked by all the

on their way to and from work people walk

from the busy tourist streets, this is a place

there, buy something and then continue with

mainly for locals. Slightly back from the main

markets that just pop up in unexpected places

their day. This is an informal, open space,

road, it is still incorporated in the language

around the city. Vintage clothing displays

where people meet, but do not linger.

of the street. With terraces of cafés and

right next to the museum of chocolate (in the

flower stalls just in front, the curiosity of the

courtyard of an old protected building). The

attitude towards that daily activity. Their

people passing by is immediately triggered

same courtyard was used for a meeting and

markets are special places, away from the

and they are drawn to see what is inside.

presentation space for a community project

main road. There are often a few of them,

Elongated supports make the whole space

the previous evening, while children were

scattered around the city, each with a strong

feel airy and open. A glass façade reflects the

playing football in the night. A gastronomic

character, a unique presence determined by

houses on the opposite street and makes

wonderland in the gardens of a university

its context. People go there intentionally, with

the whole space lighter, non-intervening and

building, craft merchants in an alley in the

a purpose, not because it is en-route. Usually

comforting.

Gothic quarter, an illustration fair in an old

Spanish locals have a slightly different

On the absolute contrary, Encants and

railway station. Or again gastronomy – this

the ambience it creates is all about drama.

time in a castle high up above the city. The

Situated right next to the gleaming Torre

Spanish transform the simple act of going to

with people flooding in and out of it, is La

Agbar and the new design museum, this

the market into an everyday adventure.

Boqueria on La Rambla - the most famous

market is a statement itself. The project,

market place in the city. Its cast-iron structure

by b720, is effectively a bent platform that

covered, many of them within cast-iron
structures, their’s is a unique sense of space.
A central tourist attraction, always filled

Slaveya Moneva (Student Member)
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Bath: Immersed in Beauty

Holbourne, Bath

Old Town, Bath

Architecture is many things; art, sculpture,

the magnificent town planning of John Wood

look forward to is a place which is planned,

technology, but it is also food for the soul.

the elder remains virtually intact and is still

designed and built on a human scale but

When it is good it nourishes and supports

used to capacity today.

has, at the same time, the grandeur of great

our wellbeing, whether this is an imaginative

The elegant plan of Georgian streets

architecture. One of our earliest lets was an

interior, a unique building or the environs of

and squares leads away from the sixteenth

apartment in Royal Crescent, which is well

a beautiful city. In some very special cases,

cenutry Gothic abbey and square and the

known but is still an awesome presence. The

these qualities can all be present in the same

Victorian spa, superimposed on the original

scale of the form and the designer’s pattern

place. One such example is the Somerset city

Roman baths of Aquae Sulis. The hot springs

disguise the individuality of each dwelling,

of Bath.

which lie beneath, once a shrine to the

which is evident from the rear gardens.

Several years ago my wife and I took

ancient Britons and dedicated by the Romans

From No.1 The Crescent, the restored

a brief, family holiday in Bath. It was an

to the goddess Sulis, originate from rainfall

‘Georgian House’ on the corner of Brock

unforgettable experience and we now plan

which fell on the hillsides to the north some

Street, a short walk leads to The Circus, less

a week there every summer. The delights of

ten thousand years ago.

grand perhaps, but even more refined. From

this city are manifold. In my opinion it is the
most beautiful city in Britain. This is because
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What is it about this city which provides
its wonderful recuperative affect? What we

here, continuing down Gay Street leads to
the city centre and the little maze of ancient
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What I did on my holidays
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Pultney Bridge and Weir, Bath

Abbey, Bath

alleys which lie between New Bond Street

one’s sense of wellbeing. Much of this is due

garden flats. This type of building perfectly

and the abbey square.

to familiarity but the condition and quality

fits the sustainable model, originally built of

of that environment also comes into play.

low energy materials and endlessly adaptable

is beautifully maintained, original in detail

My wife and I draw from the depth of Bath’s

to human activity. Even the management of

and though of different ages and styles,

history, the fineness of the architecture,

traffic is ‘people friendly’, except for the more

from Medieval to Victorian (though mainly

the bustle of small city life, the individuality

remote streets which are tarnished by the

Georgian of course) they are harmonised

of restaurants, shops, museums, galleries

‘racetrack mentality’ manners of too many

in the honey glow of Bath stone. Even the

and the familiar human scale streets and

drivers.

award winning modern glass and ceramic

alleyways.

Every step is a viewpoint, every building

extension on the back of the classical

The success of this city owes much to its

However I have to confess to a visit
to the Haynes Motor Museum to see the

Holburne Museum adds its contemporary

adaptability. Historic buildings only survive

Duesenberg. In my view, the ‘Royal Crescent’

note to the harmony.

if they are used to their full potential. Bath is

of motor car design!

Throughout my career as an architect I

complete in this regard. Typically, buildings

have increasingly recognised the fundamental

are stone and slate cellular structures, with

influence the immediate environment has on

many stories, including basements, attics and

George Cummins FRIAS
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Florence: Challenging – but worth the effort!
Touch down Aeroporto Firenze 10:40pm,

(Michelangelo’s and Galileo’s graves, Giotto’s

the peaceful haven that is Oltrarno. The great

taxi to hotel past snatched glimpses of

Frescos and Brunelleschi’s cloisters) and

sweep of Palazzo Pitti, the Boboli Gardens,

unrecognised piazzas and arcades. Check into

the Piazza Santa Croce with the optically

with their views back across the city skyline

hotel and head out for initial reconnaissance

playful facades, Dante’s Tower, the expansive

and the simple elegance of Basilica di Santo

to establish location. Just how far is it to Il

Piazza della Signoria with its sculptures

Spirito, Brunelleschi’s last work, standing

Duomo anyway? Answer ten minutes. Just

and the awe inspiring Palazzo Vecchio. This

proud in tranquil (and unfortunately locked)

head towards its floodlit profile. A seat, a

list is just a few of the headline attractions.

decorum.

drink and a midnight pizza, bathed in the

The quantity of Florence’s treasures is

reflected glow from its ornate marble is an

extraordinary, their quality superlative.

museums and galleries scattered liberally

impressive introduction to the architectural

All this is amidst the frenetic bustle of the

across the city. Too many to list. Florence

treasure chest that is Florence.

busiest city I have ever been to. It seems that,

is quite simply one of the most astonishing

on my guestimate, at least ten percent of

cities you will ever see. Nowhere else will

centre reveals an absolutely astonishing

Europe and a good proportion of Asia and

you encounter such a concentration of

architectural landscape. It is like being inside

the Americas have come to town. There are

architectural and artistic treasures. A week is

Bannister Fletcher’s History of Architecture

queues for everything and I still don’t know

not long enough.

(19th Edition Chapter 26’ pages 841 – 855) in

what the lower five feet of the city looks like!

colour. Walking through the narrow streets

Furthermore, it is hot, very hot. The glaring

when you pause at yet another architectural

and multitude of piazzas, its glories unfold

sun beats down as you seek the scraps of

gem to gaze appreciatively (or perhaps even

endlessly before your eyes.

shadow that edge the open spaces and

sketch) that in Firenze the term ‘pedestrian

streets. Sketch choices are based as much on

zone’ means no vehicles, except buses,

‘where looking from’ as ‘where looking at’.

delivery vans, taxis, police cars, ambulances,

Daylight and a short stroll into the historic

Piazza del Duomo with the Cathedral,
its Campanile and the Baptistery, the
unfinished Basilica di San Lorenzo, Palazzo
Medici Riccardi, Basilica di Santa Croce
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Bustling Ponte Vecchio, tied together by
Vasari’s Corridor, tumbles over the Arno into

Then, of course there are the myriad of

One final word of caution. Bear in mind

horses and carriages, rickshaws and bicycles.

Sholto Humphries PPRIAS
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What I did on my holidays
A Mearns Meander
Joan Eardley famously depicted it in oils,
Grassick Gibbon in prose. Both immortalised
the elemental power, of the Mearns coastline.
Thrashed by the waves of the grey North Sea,
Kincardineshire’s 30 miles of rugged coast
had a few surprises to reveal, culminating
in the Old Kirk of Kinneff, where deeds of
derring-do in 1651 saved the “Honours of
Scotland” for the Nation.
I started my “staycation” at the small
fishing village of Johnshaven. On arrival at
the harbour, one instantly felt that fishing is
the focus of life here, boats, boats and more
boats, gratifying to see that boats had more
parking rights than cars.
One can feel a strong social cohesion in
this village, readily tangible the minute one
arrives. In the old part of the village, narrow
meandering lanes and vennels provide
shelter to the cottages, huddled together in
defiance of the North Sea. The underlying
honest simplicity brings to mind John Ruskin’s
famous quote: “No architecture is so haughty
as that which is simple”.
After Johnshaven and a leisurely five mile
walk along the coastal path, is the fishing
village of Gourdon. Just like Johnshaven,
Gourdon has an active fleet of lobster and
crab boats. Traditional fish houses round
the harbour still smoke and fillet fish from
haddock to salmon. I was amused at one such
fish house where I enquired of a fairly well-

All paintings © Mike Beattie

proportioned fish wife sporting yellow wellies
as to the availability of crab “TAIZERHELL”

The “Honours of Scotland” took their rightful

Colonel supposedly even helped her back

came back the response! It sounded like

place in the proceedings. Cromwell’s army

on her horse. The Minister and his wife then

something straight out of Stanley Baxter’s

was hell bent on seizing the Scottish Crown

buried the Honours beneath the pulpit where

Parliamo Glasgow (“whole crab, or just the

Jewels to destroy them and their symbolism.

they remained safe until the Civil War ended

toes” I later learned).

The Honours were secretly moved to

and Cromwell was dead.

With “taiz” ringing in my ears, I continued
North to Dunnottar Castle, a mighty fortress

Dunnottar Castle which was then besieged
for eight long months.

Nine years later Charles II was restored.
It’s ironic that, without the heroism of the

perched on a 160 foot high conglomerate of

In 1651 the minister’s wife of my final

rock, thrusting out from the Kincardineshire

destination, the Old Kirk of Kinneff, Christian

would not benefit from the stunning display

coast into the chilly North sea. Now, for the

Granger became the heroine of the piece.

of the Honours in Edinburgh Castle’s Crown

deeds of “derring-do” referred to earlier.

The English Commander, Colonel Morgan

Room today. It all gave pause for thought, as

During the Civil War, with Charles I executed,

allowed Mrs Granger and her servant lady,

back home, just along the coast, I contentedly

Cromwell’s New Model Army invaded

to enter the Castle on the pretext of visiting

reflected on, my short, but uplifting,

Scotland in 1650, outraged that the Scots had

the Governor’s wife. On leaving, they hid

‘staycation’. Where to next?

crowned Charles II King of Scotland at Scone.

the Honours under their clothes. The gallant

Grangers and the Old Kirk, then Scotland

Mike Beattie RIAS
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Languedoc: A Pilgrimage in Catalonia

St Michel de Duxa

I first fell in love with Languedoc in the ‘90’s

through him it became one of France’s first

and have toured from Arles to Port-Vendres,

historic monuments. Restoration began in

Prades, is the Abbey monastery of St Michel-

Le Vigan to Villefranche-de-Conflent. The

1836, completed in the following century,

de-Cuxa, dating, from 864. It has a curious

first thing one realises is, this isn’t France, it is

mainly post WWII. The air hangs heavy

history of growth and prosperity until the

Catalonia; Catalan the language of the road

with the scents of lavender and rosemary;

revolution, when it was effectively closed and

signs and the streets. This country saw the

the only sounds from bees and cicadas.

sold off.

passing of Charlemagne and the Cathars and

Its remoteness means it retains an aura of

weathered the Spanish Civil War.

the sacred. The main structure is built of

abbey fell apart and half of its cloister was

local schist with a slate roof. Inside is an

sold to an American collector in 1907 – much

favourite places, in particular the Prieuré

outstanding triforium in pink Céret marble

of it still stands on the banks of the Hudson,

de Serrabona, nestling in the foothills of

with ornate carved capitals representing

property of the New York Metropolitan.

Canigou. The priory dates from 1092. It fell

the saints and their symbols. Similar capitals

The present half-cloister is a modern

into ruin from 1592 and rapid disrepair from

adorn the colonnade of the small balcony

reconstruction; the thirty seven metre high

1819. Prosper Mérimée visited in 1834 and

cloister.

bell tower is original. The interior is quite

This summer I revisited many of my
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Farther along the valley of the Tet, above

Over the course of the 19th century the
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Serrabona

St Andre

Lintel, St Genis

Cloister, St Genis

severe, the crypt, remarkable for its ring

sculpture (1019-20) on a white Céret marble

is more muscular; a rough, soaring proto-

shape plan with a central pillar.

lintel over the main door. A feature of this

gothic structure – stunning!

On the other side of the mountain lies

and other lintels in the area is the central

There are many other Romanesque

the town of Céret and its Museum of Modern

position of Christ in a mandorla. Like St

churches, like Elne and monasteries like St

Art. The permanent collection includes

Michel, St Génis lost much of its original

Martin de Canigou, in the region, as well

works by Picasso, Juan Gris, Braque, Soutine

cloister - but retrieved it. Since 1998 the 13th

as Cathar castles– each worth a journey,

and Chagall. Picasso often resided in the

century colonnade, with its ornate capitals of

Quéribus and Montségur - plus Rennes-

town and created works specifically for

different coloured marble, has been complete

le-Château (with its devilish font) beloved

the museum. Their visiting exhibition this

once more. Subjects on the capitals include

of Templar conspiracy fans. Anyone

year was Le silence de la Pensée, intriguing

seductive mermaids, owls and serpents, as

wanting a look at more of the churches

sculptures by Jaume Plensa.

well as traditional religious symbols.

is recommended to look up the Via Lucis

St Génis des Fontaines was founded

In nearby St André the church dates from

in the time of Charlemagne. The Abbey

the 11th century, with a lintel similar to that of

church has the earliest dated Romanesque

St Génis. However the interior of the church

website, with its superb photographs by
Dennis Aubrey and PJ McVey.

Douglas Read PPRIAS
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Milano Expo 2015
I left a sodden and damp Scotland

in its construction and the abstraction

for Southern Europe sizzling in high

overwhelms.

temperatures. This personal experience

technology abound but rarely connect with

setting for Milano Expo 2015, with its theme

the architecture, maintaining a disconnect

of ‘Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life’,

between people and place. The Kuwait

seeking to go well beyond simply a narrow,

Pavilion (Studio Italo Rota), whilst stage-

nationalistic exhibition.

managed, is an exception, effectively using

The site in Rho Fiera, some 15 km from
Milan itself, is conceived as a roman fort

exhibition.
But it is those pavilions that are crafted

to its outer edge by a canal, with a long

and considered which resonate more than

processional avenue running through the

the showy or brash or those by famous

plan. The concept seems well considered and

architects. A theme of modest connection

admirably rooted in Italian vernacular.

of people and place is found, surprisingly,
in the Bahrain Pavilion (Anne Holtrop). This

the pavilions is presented with a narrow

simple, single storey, white concrete pavilion

frontage to a tensile canopy whose structure

encloses a sequence of spaces, adorned with

interrupts the connection between pavilion

gold sculptural screens.

and avenue. What could have been an

There is quirkiness of course and it

animated street, bringing human scale to

is found to great effect in the growing

a huge spectacle is unfortunately lost. The

confidence of Eastern Europe and the former

creative purpose of Expo is not placemaking

Soviet states. Estonia (studio Kadarik & Tuur),

but in the pavilions themselves and how

in particular, exploits the theme, encouraging

their architecture responds to the theme, it

people to connect physically with the building

expresses national identity and pushes the

to generate energy. It is playfully done and

boundaries of architecture.

includes swings, built into the façade, giving

The most successful pavilions exploit
their narrow plot, drawing the building back

© Martin McKay FRIAS

visuals to connect people, building and

and arranged in four sections, bounded

Sadly it is poorly executed. Each of

Bahrain pavilion; UK pavilion; Polish pavilion
Opposite – UK pavilion

Technicolor, hi-definition displays and

of climate change provided suitable scene

the building an odd momentum.
The unexpected is also to be found in

and exploiting form and material. Highlights

the Austrian Pavilion (team.breathe.austria)

include the Polish pavilion (Studio 2PM),

where you progress into a forest, wrapped

constructed in part from recycled apple

in concrete, a welcome respite from the

crates. It draws the visitor along a staircase to

weather, to relax and breathe. Landscape,

a garden before the exhibition – a wrapping

art and architecture merge to connect you,

of cultural identity around the food and

physically and emotionally, in a way that few

drink on display. Similarly the UK pavilion

other pavilions achieve.

(Wolfgang Buttress) draws the visitor through

The Milano Expo 2015 is by no means an

an abstract of orchard and meadow –

epoch defining exhibition. It does however

constructed in timber and corten steel which

strive to go beyond architecture and ask us to

is ubiquitous across the Expo. As a sculptural

consider our place in a shrinking planet.

beehive, it is beautiful but lacks elegance

Martin McKay FRIAS
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Namibia – ‘a far country’
In 2010 I was a judge for the Namibian

so on. The x-ray machine was handy to foil

down we got an aerial view of our cluster of

Institute of Architects’ Awards. We flew over

diamond smugglers! Abandoned when a

stone and thatched roofed cottages on the

spectacular landscapes, arousing my interest

richer source of diamonds was discovered

rock outcrop below.

to explore at ground level. Over three weeks

further south, the town was left to the

in April 2015, driving 3,000 miles, mainly on

elements. Most buildings are derelict, many

the oldest on earth, is a white clay saltpan

dirt roads, we just scratched the surface.

partially buried by wind driven sand.

surrounded by monumental orange, pink

Sossusvlei in the southern Namib Desert,

The two special places where we

and ochre sand dunes, some almost 400

10 km inland from the small fishing town of

stayed were both completely off the grid.

metres. Climbing the steep ridge of Dune

Lüderitz. In 1908 a diamond was discovered,

Gunsbewys Guest Farm, was a ‘living desert

45 was challenging. Once on top, the view

setting off a diamond rush. In spite of its

walk’ before dawn through the red dunes of

was breath-taking. Next stop was the Dead

isolation, the spot developed overnight into

the Tirasberge and an evening walk enlivened

Pan with its, 600 year old, scorched black

an ‘ideal town’, with butcher, baker, casino,

by tales of a spitting cobra hanging out in a

skeletons of camel thorn trees where scenes

school, bowling alley, hospital (with Southern

tree. Kobo Kobo Conservancy Lodge was a

for the psycho-thriller movie The Cell (starring

Africa’s first x-ray machine) and elegant

crack of dawn climb up the mountains. The

Jennifer Lopez) were shot. Along the way we

homes, the manager, engineer, architect and

360º vistas were spectacular. On our way

were stopped in our tracks by an intriguing

First stop the ‘ghost town’ of Kolmanskop,
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Opposite: Sosussvlei Dune; Gemsbok – Oryx Gazella; Spitzkoppe Arch
Below (clockwise from left): Kobo Kobo – Khomas Hochland; Sossusvlei Deadpan Camelthorn sculpture; Twyfelfontein rock engraving; Gunsbewys living desert at dawn
All photos © Alex Robertson RIAS

steel and cable structure on Neisip Farm, a

paintings. We walked for hours, stopping

of environments support a large variety of

wind pump, complete with water tank and is

along the way to see just a small fraction. The

animals, including conservation projects for

also a generator.

main attraction was the ‘White Lady’ actually

endangered species like white rhino and sable

a shaman, made famous by Abbe Henri Breuil

antelope. It took us two hours to reach the top

who incorrectly named it.

through dense, lush bush. The weathered rock

Spitzkoppe, ‘The Matterhorn of Namibia’,
is a group of dramatic bald granite peaks in
the Kaokoveld plain, more than 700 million

Twyfelfontein, Namibia’s only World

faces were quite beautiful.
Back to earth in Windhoek, we were

years old. Many 2000-4000 year old rock

Heritage Site, is a vast, open-air, gallery 6000

paintings have been destroyed but some

year old rock engravings telling stories within

fascinated to see the Independence Memorial

fine examples can still be seen. This was the

stories. The visitors centre is striking, built

Museum and the State House Palace in

location for the Dawn of Man sequences in

with sustainable technologies and materials,

Windhoek, both ‘gifts’ from North Korea.

2001: A Space Odyssey.

gabion walls and roof tiles and screens from

Brandberg Massif is in Damaraland in
the northwest Namib Desert. Viewed from

recycled oil barrels.
Waterberg, east of the Central Highlands

a distance it is an awesome sight. There

is a dramatic, flat-topped, sandstone plateau,

are almost 1000 sites with countless rock

250 metres high, in a National Park. Its diversity

Alex Robertson RIAS
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Charlie’s Beach, Isle of Eriskay © Lewis Grant

Lewis on Harris © Kevin Purves

Shaft of light, South Uist © Lewis Grant
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Rhenigidale this way © Lewis Grant

Church ruin, Howmore © Lewis Grant

Bay, Isle of Harris © Lewis Grant

Postman’s descent © Kevin Purves
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Castlebay to Stornoway – The West Islands Way
A chain of islands over 130 miles long

Road (so named for its cost to usage ratio) on

it resorts lose their attraction. Overcrowding

make up Scotland’s Outer Hebrides. Their

the moonlike landscape of Harris’ east side,

was certainly not an issue here, we had

distinctive profiles rising above the surface

we arrived in Tarbert, to begin a spectacular

turned up at the hostel (in peak season) with

of the Atlantic, the islands of this archipelago

hike.

no reservation and there were still plenty of

host some of the most unique environments
on the planet.

Known as the Old Postman’s route, this
treacherous trail was once the only track

spare beds.
Hiking through the hills of Harris the

connecting Tarbert and the settlement of

following day, we had a chance encounter

Castlebay on Barra, northwards through

Rhenigidale. East of Tarbert, we approached

with a group involved in establishing an

eight inhabited islands of the Outer Hebrides,

the foot of a hill, the path rising ahead of

official tourist route through the Outer

concluding in Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis.

us and disappearing over a shallow trough

Hebrides. Soon after, we crossed the border

Travelling mostly on foot, this self-supported

between two peaks. Passing a plaque to

into the noticeably flatter Isle of Lewis

trek aimed to experience the essence of the

the memory of previous postmen (Duncan

where we set up camp, sheltering from

landscape and communities along the way.

Macinnes and his son of the same name)

the prevailing wind in the lee of a small hill.

My companions would be Ruairidh Moir

we reached a cairn at the top. Then, the

The weather, in its erratic nature however,

RIAS and Kevin Purves - good friends from

breathtaking descent, steady at first, gradually

decided that night to batter the tent with a

university and school.

becoming steeper until it cut into the hillside,

north wind. This made for a tough final hike

zigzagging down an almost sheer face. At the

where we spent most of the day off-road,

my hometown) to Oban, we caught a ferry

bottom, a stream meets the turquoise-blue

wading through thick heather to reach the

over to Castlebay. In the early days of the

sea and we cooled our feet. Rising again, the

Castle Grounds that would bring us into

journey we followed the ring road of Barra

trail takes us into a bay where two porpoises

Stornoway.

and walked along the beach on Eriskay

break the surface of the water, following us

where Bonnie Prince Charlie first set foot in

in the late afternoon sun. For the remainder

difficult to do justice to these islands briefly

Scotland. South Uist’s west coast features a

of the trail, only the ruins of an abandoned

as they each deserve their own unique

beach running its entire length, known as the

settlement reminded us that we were not the

biography. Having such a series of gems so

Machair Way. Howmore is an idyllic village,

only ones ever to have been there.

close at hand is something that, until now

This summer, I planned a hike from

Taking a train from Falkirk (Kevin and

probably better described by Tolkien than

We celebrated our arrival in Rhenigidale

This is a taster of our July adventure. It is

I never really appreciated. I would love for

me. We travelled northwards through the

with a ‘dook’ in the ice-cold sea and shared

others to witness their seductive charms –

remarkably flat isles of Benbecula and North

dinner with a Scots-Italian family at the

but please - not all at once!

Uist, appearing almost more water than land.

hostel. Discussing why they had chosen to

The ferry delivered us onto Harris from

take their chances with the weather of the

Bernary, ending the days spent chasing

Outer Hebrides, rather than holidaying at

horizons and presenting fantastically

some beautiful Italian beach, the mother

mountainous terrain. Following the Golden

explained that Italy gets so overcrowded that

Blog: castlebaytostornoway.wordpress.com

Lewis Grant (RIAS Student Member)
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Imperial Court Pavilion by Wagner

Clock by Wagner

Imperial War Office

Pneumatic snack bar

Contemporary street furniture

Villa Wagner

‘The machine for sitting in’, Hoffman

Hofburg Palace

Secession building

Ringstraße

Kirche am Steinhof

Underground station by Wagner

Letter from Vienna
In my Letter from Nancy published at the end

the Town Hall, Neo-Gothic; the State Opera

Secession, whose building was created

of last year, I described how one person –

House and the Belvedere Palace, Rococo;

by Joseph Maria Olbrich in 1898. Its motto

Stanislas, Duke of Lorraine, created a classical

the Museum of Applied Arts/Contemporary

beneath a dome of 3000 golden laurel leaves

city by giving one architect, Emmanuel

Arts owes something to the Victoria & Albert

was (and still is), To each Age its Art, To Art its

Here, carte blanche to design three great

Museum in London (after which it was

Freedom.

squares around which a palace, an opera

modelled).

house, a hotel de ville and many mansions

When the 20th century arrived, Otto

The Secession owed much to the writings
and designs of Ruskin, Morris, Ashbee and

could be built. In Vienna, similar dramatic

Wagner’s Savings Bank is arguably the very

Mackintosh. Makintosh exhibited in Vienna

change was also achieved by one man. In

first building in the Modern International

in 1900 and worked with the architect/

this case Emperor Franz Joseph ordered

Style. The apartment block that originally

designer Josef Hoffmann on a music room for

the demolition of the medieval city walls

contained Vienna’s version of a Savile Row

Viennese textile magnate, Fritz Waerndorfer.

in 1858. To create the Ringstrasse, a wide

tailor is so plain that the Emperor refused

It was he who financially backed the Weiner

thoroughfare that replaced the walls and was

to use the entrance to his palace that was

Werkstatte, a craft guild similar to those

inspired by the boulevards in Paris begun by

immediately opposite. ‘The windows,’ he

established by Morris and Ashbee and

Haussmann in 1853.

complained, ‘have no eyebrows.’

was bankrupted by his efforts to keep the

As in Nancy, the explosion of wealth that

As in Nancy, so in Vienna, a new

Werkstatte going.
Of the architects/designers, Otto Wagner

followed led to a building boom around the

architectural and design style was born,

Ringstrasse, an amazing number of grand

created by the architects, artists and

was a long-established figure who. Also

buildings in different historical styles. The

designers who broke the power of the

an engineer, he had been responsible for

Emperor’s Hofburg Palace, the University

Viennese Academy by creating the Jugendstil

Vienna’s underground railway from the 1890s

and the Imperial War Office are Classical;

and an Association known as the Viennese

onwards. There is one building – the Imperial
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Belvedere Palace

Court Pavilion at Hietzing Station that he

1903, was compared to the Taj Mahal. It is

and mirrors) to produce an effect not unlike a

designed in 1899 specifically for the Emperor

richly decorated both inside and out in a

London club. Elsewhere, some of the rooms

to use, with separate waiting rooms for him

style sometimes Byzantine, sometimes Art

were spartan with their white painted iron

and his wife. Both exterior and interior are in

Nouveau and sometimes Art Deco. It contains

rods, stone floors, green enamel lamps and

opulent Art Nouveau. However, the Emperor

a stained glass window full of small animals

white plaster walls. Today, the ground floor is

only used the building twice as he didn’t

and birds by Makintosh.

a bank that also sells luxurious goods.

consider the underground an appropriate

The Savings Bank, was built by Wagner

There is one other building that epitomes

means of transport for a man of his rank. So

between 1903 and 1906 and uses modern

the Secession and the Werkstatte, but it

it remained shut for decades until recently

materials such as reinforced concrete and

is not in Vienna. This is the Palais Stoclet

becoming its own museum.

very expensive materials – marble facings

that Hoffman built in Brussels from 1905-11,

fixed by iron bolts with aluminum caps – and

famous for its Gustv Klimt murals. Closed to

underground stations by Wagner, one

heating elements embedded in the glass roof

the public, it is owned by Stoclet’s four grand-

a café, the other a museum. Plus two

over the main banking hall to melt heavy falls

daughters. There is a buyer waiting in the

houses, one with a classical frontage and

of snow. As in all Wagner buildings, all the

wings: Ronald Lauder of the perfume dynasty.

the other with pared-down elevations,

furniture and fittings are his, some made by

He recently bought Klimt’s portrait of Adele

foreshadowing the Savings Bank. Then,

the Werkstatte.

Bloch-Bauer for $130 million. Will he get the

There are two other (very small)

there is the amazing Kirche am Steinhof.

The Adolf Loos building that the Emperor

Designed for use by mental patients as part

hated was built from 1909-11 with a ferro-

of a large hospital complex, the am Steinhof

concrete structure and elaborate use of

consists of interlocking cubes surmounted

expensive and precious materials on the

by an enormous golden dome that, in

sales floors (mahogany, oak parquet, brass

Palais too?

Richard Carr Hon FRIAS
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The Festival of Architecture marque; examples of brand usage; colour palette

Planning for the Festival has moved up

Festival to reach international audiences, as

hundreds of events, including exhibitions,

a gear since the Culture Secretary, Fiona

well as engaging with residents and visitors

performances, workshops, film screenings,

Hyslop’s announcement of £400,000 of

all over Scotland. It is a stand-alone entity but

musical celebrations, talks, tours,

Government and Event Scotland support.

will link closely with events held under this

competitions and community projects as well

As members will know, the Festival is being

banner. It is designed to boost appreciation

as educational initiatives and conferences,

organised by the Royal Incorporation, which

and understanding as well as highlighting the

involving many thousands of participants

celebrates its centenary in 2016.

economic, social and cultural importance of

from home and abroad. Unique amongst the

good architecture.

growing number of architecture and design

The Festival of Architecture 2016 is
going to be BIG. It’s going to grab people’s

Over sixty-five organisations in the

festivals around the world, as a nationwide

imagination and get them thinking about

heritage, arts and public sectors and

event that will show how architecture

buildings, open spaces and the environment

hundreds of volunteers will contribute to

touches everyone’s lives, our Festival will

around them. It’s going to be inspiring. It’s

events, educational and public creative

reach out to the broadest audience – local,

going to challenge people’s perceptions. It’s

activities. The Festival will reach out to a

national and international.

going to get people talking about places that

very wide audience, inspire and engage

they love and bring Scottish architecture to

young and old, with a diverse architecture/

planned, the target audience for the Festival

life. It will also be great fun!

built environment programme, leaving

of Architecture is the broadest possible

a comprehensive legacy of physical and

public. A number of headline events have

notably of great architecture, but also of

digital resources to help individuals and

already been confirmed. The Festival will

how good buildings improves people’s lives.

communities shape their future.

launch in some style in March with NVA at

2016 will be a national celebration,

It has the potential to transform Scotland’s

The variety of organisations we

With such a diverse programme of events

Cardross, showcasing one of Scotland and

relationship with its built environment,

are working with collaboratively brings

Europe’s most important buildings, Kilmahew

engaging local communities, young and old

extensive expertise in heritage, architecture,

/ St Peter’s, a night-time happening setting

alike, with the art form which Frank Lloyd

design and innovation. Our partners also

modernist architecture against a stunning

Wright called “the mother of art”, showing

deliver a wealth of experience in event

illuminated environment of ancient trees and

how architecture touches everyone’s lives

management, exhibition curation, publishing,

waterfalls.

and engaging with Scots and visitors to

community involvement, social enterprise,

A high-profile touring exhibition and

Scotland – whether they have a professional

film, education, project management and

publication, Scotstyle, will celebrate the 100

involvement, or just a passing interest.

conservation, providing, as many of them do,

best buildings from Scotland’s last 100 years,

visitor experiences, exhibitions, publications,

on show, online and in print. An expert panel

wider Year of Innovation, Architecture and

online information, heritage interpretation

will select the top buildings, nominated

Design, partnership working with Visit

and visitor/tourist attractions throughout

by the Scottish public, sure to engage and

Scotland, Event Scotland, Creative Scotland

Scotland.

excite debate within the profession and

As a cornerstone of the Government’s

and Education Scotland will enable the
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All about your event

about the
Festival
A brief introduction
to our brand
BRAND GUIDELINES

A digital hub, a resource for all partners,

the Ideal Hut Show will tour twenty, standard

help explain to a wider public what architects

model, garden sheds transformed by leading

do. In addition to seeking attendance from

is under development. The site will utilise

architects and designers from Scotland

a wide audience at the main and touring

the stunning bank of inspiring architectural

and abroad. World ‘greats’ will contribute,

exhibitions, the intention, using the six

imagery available to the Festival, ensuring

alongside home grown talent. Starting at the

Chapters of the RIAS, will be to design and

appeal to a broad Scottish, UK and

Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh, this

programme activities across Scotland’s seven

international audience. It will celebrate design

exhibition will tour to Dundee, Inverness and

cities and wider regions – from Shetland to

excellence, ensuring the site highlights the

Glasgow.

the Borders. This will offer more focused

world class architecture which has originated

activity and interest for audiences from the

in Scotland. It will also play a key role in

event, the World Cities Expo will form the

locality, as well as visits from educational

demystifying architecture – ensuring the site

international centerpiece of the Festival.

establishments. Of particular relevance will

is welcoming and engaging for everyone,

14 cities across the globe will be invited to

be public interactive activity, and locally based

no matter what their level of knowledge

design and produce small pavilions to be

education programmes.

of architecture. In addition, there will be

As a unique, public facing, outdoor

located in Mound Precinct at the very centre

The Festival governance structure has

proactive social media engagement across

of Scotland’s capital city, in the lead up to the

already established. An extensive network

a range of platforms: media and transport

Edinburgh International Festival.

of over 70 partners will be at the heart

partner agreements to target the widest

of our delivery. Working collaboratively

possible audience and a sustained public

headline exhibition will showcase 12 portraits

with these organisations and our strategic

relations campaign to drive awareness of the

of Scottish architects from the seventeenth

funding partners will enable us to support

Festival.

century to modern times. Out of their Heads

and promote our programme with a

at the National Portrait Gallery will reveal

marketing and PR strategy that underpins

opportunity to showcase architecture,

the architectural legacy of each sitter in an

the Government’s strategy for the Year

to engage with the public and affirm the

engaging way. In Glasgow, in late summer,

of Innovation, Architecture and Design.

invaluable contribution that architects

Adventures in Space at the Lighthouse will

Following on from the multi-organisation

continue to make to Scotland. All of its

explore the architecture of Sci-Fi. Science

support model and partnership approach

content is about architecture, its scope is

Fiction films exert a powerful grip on the

to key events in Scotland’s calendar in

country wide. It also aims to be educational,

human imagination, often taking place

years past, such as Glasgow 2014 and

engaging and fun. If we make it all it can be,

in startling representations of buildings

Homecoming Scotland 2014, we anticipate

the Festival’s legacy will be immense. What’s

and cities, this exhibition takes us on a

this collaboration will allow us to meet and

not to like?

journey into the heart of these cities of the

exceed visitor expectations. It will also give

imagination.

us access to partner organisations’ members

Also in the capital another summer

All of these exhibitions are based on
popular themes, but with serious intent, to

and supporters (with numbers exceeding
500,000).

Next year’s Festival is a once in a lifetime

Karen Cunningham
Director, Festival of Architecture 2016
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01473 820850

celotex.co.uk

Celotex. Your route to compliance

Domestic
Non-Domestic

Whatever the project, whatever the size, Celotex offer industry
leading insulation performance and technical advice helping
simplify your route to regulatory compliance.
The Building Regulations are changing with further reductions
required for CO2 emissions from domestic and non-domestic
buildings. More than ever, compliance will require even higher
levels of building fabric performance.
With outstanding levels of expertise, our technical consultants will
provide all the help and advice you need to specify Celotex PIR
insulation with confidence.
Make Celotex your next stop.

insulatingscotland.co.uk
#InsulatingScotland

SCOTTISH

JOIN TODAY £20

ARTISTS

contact: Charina 01383 737 450
charinabeswick@hotmail.co.uk

SOCIETY of
ARCHITECT

draw on your imagination
......or whatever you fancy!

RIAS members are cordially invited to the Preview
at 12 noon on Saturday 21 November

AUTUMN EXHIBITION

GLASGOW ART CLUB, Billiard Room, 185 Bath Street.

23 nov - 2 dec 2015
Exhibition open to the public 11am - 5pm Monday - Saturday
or by appointment

0141 429 6267 | 07985 070433
Fully insured - All work guaranteed

www.terrafirmagardens.com

Manufacture and installation of rooflights
Skylight International Ltd, 75 Birkmyre Road, Glasgow G51 3JH
Phone 0141 445 6655, 0141 445 4219
info@skylight.co.uk

Mozolowski & Murray
Conservatories Orangeries

Sun Lounges Garden Rooms

Specialising in the
design, manufacture
and installation of superb
quality hardwood
conservatories,
orangeries, sun lounges
and garden rooms.
To find out more call us on

0345 050 5440
Visit our design centre
or request a brochure.

Mozolowski & Murray
Conservatory Design Centre
57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG
Open 7 days 10am to 5pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk
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Bathing Chamber – ‘Impluvia on Fischerinsel’
© Holly Gardner

Students

Currently under review by both ARB and RIBA, towards setting standards across all European legislatures (a process which
some interpret as threatening to ‘dumb down’ the long established and highly regarded UK courses) architectural education has
rarely been more topical. The Scottish courses continue to produce remarkable projects and highly motivated students.
This student section reproduces some of the best work from all the Scottish schools as exemplified in the annual RIAS/A&DS
Student Awards. The quality of teaching is demonstrated through the excellent example of our Design Tutor awardee, Dr Neil
Burford. Student drive and determination to make a difference is reflected in one of the many community build programmes
that are an increasing and very positive trend, often bringing students and chartered architects together – to provide tangible
benefits through the hands-on application of their skills.
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RIAS AND A&DS SCOTTISH STUDENT AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE 2015

Architecture and Design Scotland Award for Best 3rd Year Student
The judges were particularly impressed by the high standard of this category. This was a very strong field and although there
was consensus on the winner, the competition between these thorough, well-researched and well-presented schemes was high.

winner:
Jordan McCrae
ESALA

commended:
Pavol Dzurjanik
University of Strathclyde

Hugh Ebdy
University of Dundee

“A thoroughly appropriate project for this context,

“A highly accomplished and enjoyable submission.

“This is a powerful 21st century response to

underpinned by a strong strategic approach. Crisp,

Two strong schemes expressing original

familiar university typologies. Strong visuals

visually alluring drawings articulate the idea and

thought in an articulate set of drawings. The

clearly express the learning environment which is

its development superbly well. This is an extremely

observatory project in particular was a great idea,

being promulgated. The consideration of urban

accomplished and well resolved scheme.”

demonstrated in compelling imagery.”

design issues is well communicated. A spirited
re-interpretation of traditional built forms,
underpinned by strong ideas.”
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Architecture and Design Scotland Urban Design Award
The judges were frustrated by the fact that a significant number of submissions lacked a truly urban design strategic approach
or were simply projects in the urban context, rather than properly urban design schemes.
winner:
Neal Hemingway and Vincent Hon
University of Strathclyde
“There is clarity and confidence in the depiction of this strategy for urban
transport nodes. This scheme, for a densely inhabited barrio within a South
American city, has a social conscience, encourages patronage of public
transport, is demonstrative of economic good sense and endeavours to
reinforce social cohesion.”

commended:
Jack Taylor
Mackintosh School of Architecture
“This is an impressive piece of work. A well-presented and articulated strategy,
communicated through strong graphics. The manifesto is laudable, as is the
energy with which it is demonstrated.”
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RIAS AND A&DS SCOTTISH STUDENT AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE 2015

A&DS Sust. Award for Sustainable Design

winner:
Robert Hebblethwaite
ESALA

commended:
Neal Whitaker
University of Strathclyde

“The project fuses a robust, well-researched, technical argument

“This scheme proposed a well-considered approach to improving

with a focus on local economic benefit. Different scenarios are tested

living conditions in Mumbai. This is an architectural manifesto for

towards a solution which is very much focussed on community in its

socio-economic regeneration, clearly articulated and well expressed.”

emphasis. Well-drawn and clearly expressed, the technical arguments
are well made.”
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RIAS AND A&DS SCOTTISH STUDENT AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE 2015

The RIAS Andy MacMillan Drawing Award

winner:
Holly Gardner
Mackintosh School of Architecture
“A consistent and cohesive
portfolio of work. These extremely
atmospheric drawings demonstrate
a mature approach and convey
a strong personal architectural
identity.”
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commended:
Jordan McCrae
ESALA

Michael MacFarlane
Mackintosh School of Architecture

Hugh Ebdy
University of Dundee

Jack Taylor
Mackintosh School of Architecture

“These easily read and understood

“These hand drawings are highly

“Strong, emphatic graphics provide

“These energetic images are

drawings are crisply detailed,

sensitive and demonstrate a careful

clear and articulate communication.”

appropriate to both the philosophy

immediate and alluring.”

focus on context.”

of the project and the spirit of
Berlin.”
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RIAS AND A&DS SCOTTISH STUDENT AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE 2015

RIAS Rowand Anderson Silver Medal for Best Scottish Student

winner:
Neal Whitaker
University of Strathclyde
“This is a humanitarian thesis and a manifesto for local empowerment. While the developed architectural forms are
well beyond mere functional requirements, this is an enlightened and sophisticated expression of a big ambition. The
proposition is that social justice be delivered through an accomplished, architectural approach.”

52

RIAS Quarterly Autumn 2015

commended:
Robert Hebblethwaite
ESALA

Finn Wilkie
Mackintosh School of Architecture

“The re-use of existing infrastructure as a mechanism for alternative energy

“Abstract forms are translated into practical, realised, ambitious architecture.

generation is taken one step further here. Using the product locally reduces

Particular praise for the analytical rigour in an overall strong and considered

the need for expensive transmission infrastructure and strengthens the local

approach. These designs are firmly rooted in multiple contexts.”

economy. These ideas are carefully expressed in a series of high quality
drawings, including powerful cutaways and axial images.”

53

RIAS Quarterly Autumn 2015

SkyeShelter / LoveMilton SEDAbuild
It’s late February, I’m lazily scrolling through

beds. A rustic atmosphere hangs about the

team, on one hand, and SEDA’s aim to

my university announcements when an

classroom. It feels cosy and safe- perfect!

promote the design of communities, which

unassuming note catches my eye. Small

It made sense, when I discovered that the

enhance the quality of life’ on the other, there

and green, it would have been easy to skip

building was designed by second year

stems a project that brings people together

among the countless messages concerning

architecture students from the MAC, five

from within and outwith the immediate

health and safety within the studio or year

years earlier.

periphery of Milton.

group meetings. It is a call for volunteers to

I’m sitting with two others in Milton

This partnership brings life to the local

participate on a one-day design workshop

Parish Church. The elements rage outside but

area and teaches volunteers invaluable

with the purpose of sparking some ideas

within ideas flash across the table. We need

construction skills which can be gained only

for finishing up an outdoor classroom, also

to design the best access steps we can so the

through onsite experience. This knowledge

known as the Little Project. A couple of

children can ascend the 600mm rise from

may then be carried on to benefit themselves

emails and two weeks later I find myself

ground level to the classroom. Around us,

and the world around them. However, I

cycling, through the rain, to Miltonbank

concept chicken coops and bright furniture

also came away with a sense of pride and

Primary School.

take imaginary shapes. We head back to the

fulfilment. This sense of accomplishment

school to get technical and survey the site

makes the completed building so much more

I am unexpectedly, although pleasantly, met

where the vision of our steps continues to

special. The time and care that went into

with an example of innovative architecture.

evolve. After presenting our designs to the

building it, help to assure that people will

Had I been less ignorant to the aims and

rest of the crew we disperse, with brighter

continue to tend it in the future.

ambition of LoveMilton and its collaboration

spirits than the grey outdoors, to return a

with the Scottish Ecological Design

month later and commence the final stage of

that the process of creating space may be

Association (SEDA) I probably would have

the Little Project.

just as valuable as the completed result.

Arriving late, having lost my way en route,

also been less surprised. In the School’s

The fusion between LoveMilton

Thus, The Little Project demonstrates

It illustrates how architecture is about the

garden stands a rectangular box clad in

and SEDABuild strives to ‘alleviate and

people that make and occupy it, always

intriguing timber modular ‘crates’, concealing

combat some of the causes and symptoms

closely followed by the aesthetic of detail.

within an insulated shipping container. It is

of deprivation’ in the north Glasgow

topped with a sedum roof and fronted with

neighborhood of Milton. Through community

a, wall-sized, window, facing some raised

engagement encouraged by the LoveMilton
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Students

Dr Neil Burford RIAS
Scottish Design Tutor Award 2014-2016
What is your background?
I grew up in Dundee. My parents were both
teachers, my mother the headmistress of
a primary school. I loved geography and

but profitable, batch production enterprises.

Interdisciplinary problems required input

This was excellent training for the research

from other specialists, including engineers

interests I have pursued ever since.

and physicists. Transforming the perception
of design and providing lateral solutions

influenced my interest in sustainability as well

How has architectural education
changed since you were a student?

as my leisure pursuits, including hill walking

Many things have changed, significantly. Most

the natural environment which has greatly

and hiking.
I studied at Dundee High School and the
University of Dundee. I was taught by notable
figures, including Professor James Paul, Chris
Abel (Norman Foster’s writing partner), Jim
McKinnon, and Angus Roberts, the Deputy
Head of the School.

profoundly, the extent of computerisation
and the changes in attitudes to sustainability.
Through the advancement of technology in
building performance, architects can now
achieve very energy efficient buildings and

towards a new understating of the craft of
building seems to be an appropriate response
to this sort of exercise.

Are there any contemporary big
issues which you feel architects
should be engaging with more, or
differently?

for the first time, due to legislative controls,

The approach to masterplanning seems

there are now concerted efforts to develop

overly design orientated. Sustainability is

creative solutions to this.

crucial and broader planning issues, including

Were you a good student?

logistics and economics, should be part of the
equation. Sustainability must really be at the

in architectural school. I was, on reflection,

What does the RIAS Scottish Design
Tutor Award mean to you?

a bit obsessive. I was fortunate to win

Receiving the award was humbling. The

is all about a return to tradition, but there are

award helps to bridge the perceived divide

new and exciting possibilities to be found in

between practice and education through the

marrying established practice with innovative

professional body recognising the endeavour

new solutions which might well be better for

of a design tutor, helping to break down

the quality of our built environment, the long

barriers. It is certainly indicative of the real

term cost benefit and the planet.

Thinking back, I reckon I performed well

many awards, one in particular being the
Mathewson Award, which provided me with
a £500 travel bursary. I used the bursary to
travel to Northern Italy to see Piano’s work, a
revelation.

core of all we do but there are technological
solutions. We should avoid the notion that it

energy that exists in Scottish architecture.

After you left college, where did
you go?
After college, I worked in Fred Stephen’s
practice in Glamis. From there, I moved to
work at RMJM, in Edinburgh for eighteen
months. I qualified in the early 1990’s
recession. Although I had intended to work
with Richard Rogers unfortunately they had
just laid off staff and it couldn’t happen.
Fortunately, I was invited to work on an
MoD lightweight shelter system project
at the Dundee School. Prefabrication and
industrialisation were interests even then. As
a student, I had spent a week with Lotus cars
and Courtaulds Aerospace, studying small

For me, it is recognition in part of the
practice based research work we have been
doing with our undergraduate students

What do you do when you are not
teaching?

which should help to cement the validity of

In my spare time, I host workshops on

such approaches within the University and

‘lightweight structures’. I have also been

community more broadly.

awarded some research funding on design
led practice to try and push the boundaries,

What is your pedagogical approach?

bringing together students and industry.

My approach is very much ‘hands-on’, across

climbed all the Munros and have done some

the curriculum. I specialise in a design led

Alpine climbing. I have also completed a 10k

research unit focussed on sustainability. One

and taken part in many charity bike rides,

example is the Dundee Botanics project. The

such as cycling from Lands’ End to John

building ‘problem’ didn’t have direct answers.

O’Groats.

As mentioned earlier, I enjoy hiking. I’ve

Students took responsibility to set up the
project, including the detailed supply chain.

Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
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Don’t get stuck
with the wrong roof hatch
Although there’s no British or European standard for roof
hatches, you do have a legal obligation* to ensure adequate
equipment is installed.
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new online source to assist you in designing safe access
points onto flat roof areas.
Bilco Assist includes a tool that guides you through the
essential design considerations needed to ensure safe
access points onto flat roofs – covering hatches, ladders
and other safety products.
Bilco Assist will help you do just that.

Tel: 01284 701696 Fax: 01284 702531 www.bilcouk.com email: bilcouk@bilco.com
*Working at Height Regulation 2005 and Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007

RIAS Quarterly Autumn 2015

Books

Charles Edouard Jeanneret (Le Corbusier), Still Life with Numerous Objects, 1923, oil on canvas, 114 x 146 cm (44 3/4 x 571/2 in), Fondation Le Corbusier
© Fondation Le Corbusier, Paris
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Chandigarh, India overall town plan, 1955
© Fondation Le Corbusier, Paris

Le Corbusier: Ideas and Forms
William J R Curtis
Phaidon Press; £100.00
Although he died in 1965, many still

opinion and few will be surprised to learn

tectonics. Curtis has visited the entire canon

consider Le Corbusier to be the ultimate

that he would lobby ceaselessly to secure a

and employs his skills as a wordsmith to

contemporary architect whose influence

commission, regardless of his client’s ethical/

illuminate the subtleties of each building.

continues to resonate across the globe. As

political notoriety.

He writes with obvious passion, tempered

a visionary thinker, prophetic ideologue

Educated at the Courtauld Institute

with commendable academic rigour. Curtis

and rabid aesthete, he has been accorded

and Harvard University, William Curtis

presents a succinct over-view of one man’s

genius status. His surviving oeuvre generates

is recognised as a pre-eminent scholar,

determination to change the world but avoids

a plethora of publications. Critics ruminate

courted by numerous universities. His many

hagiography and eschews any claim to be

endlessly on every aspect of his life and

books include Modern Architecture Since

definitive.

legacy, including his murky links with the

1900 (1982) and Denys Lasdun (1994) but it

occult, his polychromatic prejudices and his

was Le Corbusier: Ideas and Forms which

the imperatives of harmony, beauty and

debt to feminism. Born Charles-Edouard

overwhelmed everyone with its perceptive

plasticity” but was in command of his métier.

Jeanneret, he rebranded himself ‘Le

erudition and scope.

The author exposes a creative process

Corbusier’ and declaimed that: “Le Corbusier

This new edition eclipses the original

Le Corbusier was immersed in “…

which spans a diversity of scale from the

creates architecture recklessly. He pursues

1986 version, which can be snapped

intimate ‘Cabanon’ (a summer retreat in

disinterested ideas; he does not wish to

up second-hand for a few pounds. Any

Cap-Martin) to the monumental structures

compromise himself...He is an entity free of

committed bibliophile should splash out on

at Chandigarh which evoke a synthesis of

the burdens of carnality.”

this new, seductively hefty, tome. Arranged

cosmic and political landscapes. Reyner

chronologically, the book reveals how “…the

Banham considered Le Corbusier’s polemical

of William Curtis’ highly regarded ‘Corb’

architect compressed many levels of meaning

Towards a New Architecture “…one of the

monograph extends to 512 pages and marks

into his individual buildings, treating them

most influential, widely read and least

the 50th anniversary of the architect’s death.

as symbolic emblems or microcosms of a

understood of all the architectural writings of

In Paris, the Pompidou Centre is hosting a

larger world view.” The author has revised

the twentieth century”. We are fortunate to

major commemorative exhibition. However,

and expanded his text to accommodate new

have Curtis’ considered critique to vouchsafe

celebrations have been soured somewhat by

research, along with additional drawings,

Corb’s rightful place in our architectural

stinging accusations (by a wily investigative

archive images and colour photographs.

pantheon.

Phaidon’s impressive new edition

journalist) that Le Corbusier was a fascist

Le Corbusier’s built work is often

with anti-Semitic affiliations. Certainly his

profoundly complex and supremely nuanced

radical views have always tended to polarise

in its layering of detail and deft handling of
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Books
Residential high-rise agglomeration in Manama
Reprinted by permission of the Publishers Copyright © 2013

Demystifying Doha – On Architecture and Urbanism in an Emerging City
Ashraf M. Salama and Florian Wiedmann
Ashgate; £58.00

A trajectory of time over geographical

complex interrelationships between people

finding of Porto Arabia and its skyline,

boundaries, shaping lives of the inhabitants

and urban form.

densification of trade hub, versus upsurge

with the course of events in history is the

Doha’s growth from 1990 has increased

of ghetto areas, infrastructure, overlay of

explorative journey undertaken by Ashraf

the population from 500,000 to 1.7 million,

digital technology on architecture and urban

Salama and Florian Wiedmann in this book.

with major challenges being faced by decision

governance. It provides a framework for

The emergence of cities from vagabond

makers and the populace, both indigenous

understanding cities and developing urban

existence to global brands of current time and

and expatriates. Ghettoisation has led to

morphologies.

the play of technology and digital information

social resentment, inequity and segregation,

that transcends lifestyles and urbanisation

common consequences of globalisation. The

architects and urban planners and their

patterns of the city, is the extrapolation of a

global city today reflects a pattern of extreme

collaborative efforts. No project stands in

book with Doha as its case study.

labour influx, short and long-term migration

isolation and today architecture encompasses

and transitory residence status. The ghetto

sociology, social sciences, economics, energy

are under scrutiny - from acting as a node

and the affluent downtown have grown

management and doubles up as an activist

in international trading and networks,

in parallel. Paradoxically each supporting

in reviving vernacular, heritage, land-use and

increased mega construction, creation of

the others expansion. Establishing urban

adaptive reuse of buildings to enrich the

urban footprints as brands, acting hosts to

sustainability is a key challenge of emerging

urban scenarios.

mega international projects and purporting

global cities. Doha is a focus of all these

sustainable aspects of urban morphologies.

issues.

A plethora of issues on city expansion

The investigative study is Doha for all of the

The architectural narrative is

The book emphasises the roles of

There are varying paradigms that
overpower the architectural objective of
today’s city. The competition between

above and many other reasons, such as the

questionable. High-rise clusters have grown

cities at the regional and international

human pattern; population growth and the

up without any comprehensive consideration

level, perceived identities, underlying yet

emerging and evolving middle income levels.

on their usage now, or in a decade’s time. This

omnipresent relationships between tradition

The evolution of Doha as a city hub and

redevelopment is accompanied by loss of the

and modernity. In short, the paradox whether

a brand is as sudden and meteoric as Dubai.

vernacular and historical identity. The book

architecture acts as a spectacle or receptacle

It is clear from the onset that Doha, unlike

attempts a comprehensive discourse on the

for the populace of the city. The book

Dubai, is not about statements and forever

urban phenomenon that is Doha without any

covers the patterns with Doha as its stage

vying to be ‘numero uno’. Doha’s evolution

phenomenological overtures but based on

set, creating tools for other cities to follow.

from fishing village to a major regional and

factual and historical events.

Though the book is based on the backdrop of

international hub of current times is explored.
The book analyses models of urban

Doha’s new marketing tool, event

Gulf history, a wide range of textual and visual

tourism, supports its urbanisation. Its bid for

material supports this framework, unravelling

governance and their impact on current

the FIFA World Cup for 2022, hosting of the

what underpins Doha’s new and evolving

urban development strategies in context of

Aga Khan awards, and various conferences

urbanism.

place making and city branding. The most

create arguably sustainable architecture,

worthwhile exploration is the questioning

dependant on a global lifestyle. The book

approach and the juxtaposition of the

raises many questions and extrapolates

Maria Aslam-Hyder
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House for a Helicopter Pilot (1979) – photomontage. Designed to fit any rural site and be air-transportable,
the house is assembled from an interchangeable kit of parts, with walls formed from lightweight alloy
sandwich panels. The structure forms a rigid box supported on four tubular steel outriggers, which self-adjust
hydraulically to suit any terrain – an idea inspired by NASA’s Apollo Lunar Module.

Jan Kaplický Drawings
Richard Rogers and Ivan Margolius
Circa Press; £95.00
With 21st century hindsight, Jan Kaplický

A favourite typology was the wilderness

As an architect his inspirations were

Drawings offers a beautifully-conceived but

retreat, although the “Blob” office building,

famously broad, but as a draughtsman

rather nostalgic view of tomorrow. Future

Bibliotheque National de France competition

Kaplický owes most to Flight International,

Systems ideas were ahead of their time, yet

entry, and “Coexistence” ecological tower

the aircraft magazine. Technical illustrators,

the forms they created are now the past’s

block are perhaps the best-known unbuilt

such as Frank Munger and John Marsden,

concept of the future.

schemes. Future Systems’ breakthrough

perfected cutaway drawings to explain the

came when they received the commission

bones of an aircraft which lie underneath

liners and streamlined cars. Fifty years later,

to build the Media Centre at Lord’s Cricket

its stressed skin. Kaplický was an avid

Future Systems looked to the Space Race. In

Ground. It was the final project which

collector of aircraft magazines and learned

fact, Jan Kaplický’s clients included NASA, for

Kaplický drew entirely by hand. From then

about organic curves, aluminium skins and

whom he produced design studies for the

on, Future Systems’ design drawings were

monocoque structures from the aerospace

International Space Station.

produced on computer, by others.

industry.

Le Corbusier drew inspiration from ocean

The earliest projects collected here date

Kaplický’s work includes photo-montages

Jan Kaplický Drawings is the first title from

from the early 1970’s, when Kaplický drew

and linework. While the montages are

David Jenkins’ Circa Press. It’s a striking piece

for pleasure in the evenings and weekends.

skilful for the era before Photoshop, it’s the

of book production, with white linen-covered

He was a zetetic, proceeding by inquiry

line cutaways which catch the attention.

boards and acetate wraps; the vivid pink

through the medium of his drawing board.

Unlike James Stirling, whose worm’s eye

endpapers are a knowing reference to the

His early work consists of speculative ideas,

axonometrics seem to disorientate laypeople,

carpet in Future Systems’ office.

competition entries and self-directed projects.

Kaplický’s cutaway isometric drawings help to

In 1979 he founded Future Systems

clarify the complexities of high-tech.

As Kaplický himself said, “The world
is full of beautiful things, and you have to

with David Nixon, conceiving a high-tech

Architects in their 40s and 50s will

be observant as an architect – if not, you

architecture, inspired by Archigram and

recognise the tell-tale signs of Rapidograph

are in trouble.” This book’s large format

Superstudio, lunar landers and oil rigs. Ten

on drafting film. The beam compasses, ellipse

and restrained design set off the beautiful

years later a new partnership, with Amanda

stencils and railway curves which Kaplický

content. Something for fans of Future

Levete, prompted a fresh direction which,

used to achieve his organic shapes are now

Systems to treasure.

after a further decade of work, evolved into

consigned to history. The drawings remain,

bio-morphism.

collected for the first time in this book.
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Aldo Rossi: Opera Grafica
Edited by Germano Celant and Stijn Huijts
Silvana Editoriale; 40,00€
The celebrated, Pritzker Prize-winning,

typologies. His extensive lexicon employs

as the catalogue for the exhibition La Finestra

Italian architect Aldo Rossi died tragically

Platonic forms (cones, cylinders, prisms and

del Poeta / The Window of the Poet currently

as a result of injuries sustained in a car

cubes) alongside apparently random motifs

at Maastricht’s Bonnefanten Museum (until

crash in 1997. He was likened to “…a poet

culled from daily life. The influence of Piranesi

15 November 2015) which will tour later to

who happens to be an architect” and his

and Morandi is self-evident but he also cites

Bergamo, Berlin, Lausanne and Rome.

passion for drawing and painting often

Braque’s belief that the relationship between

drew comparisons with Le Corbusier. Born

things is more important than the things

lapidary art. His buildings often appear

in 1931, he gained international recognition

themselves. Rossi expands on this notion

monumental and immutable. He was an

as a theoretician, initially through two

and writes how “…beauty lies in the place

astute observer who meshed the personal,

seminal books; The Architecture of the

where matter encounters different meanings.

political and poetical. Few architects,

City (1966) and A Scientific Autobiography

Nothing can be beautiful, not a person, a

however, were as obsessed with making

(1981). His shift into practice came relatively

thing, or a city, if it signifies only itself, indeed,

architecture itself the subject of his artistic

late in life, nonetheless, he managed to

if it signifies nothing but its own use.”

output.

complete a number of distinctive, somewhat

He plays with scale and juxtaposes

Rossi approached architecture as a

Certainly Rossi’s graphic legacy is

idiosyncratic, buildings. Notable projects

his architectural propositions amidst a

deserving of reassessment and we can expect

include his Cemetery of San Cataldo

potpourri of expresso pots, beach huts, crabs,

a slew of critical monographs on his built

(Modena), Gallaratese Housing (Milan) and

colonnades and coke cans. This expressive

oeuvre in the coming years. He generated a

Teatro del Mondo (Venice).

oeuvre is acknowledged as an integral

plethora of enigmatic drawings which sought

part of his creative process and is key to

meaning through complexity. His immersion

evolved into a love of craft-based techniques

understanding the meaning behind his built

in history and memory is quintessentially late

such as etching, lithography, engraving

works. This new book supplements previous

20th century. His images endure and evoke a

and silkscreen printmaking. His work is

publications, including Aldo Rossi: Drawings

mix of the iconoclastic, the anachronistic and

immediately recognisable and invariably

(2008) and Aldo Rossi: The Sketchbooks

the archaic.

involves the interplay of visual analogies

(2000). It has been produced in collaboration

conjuring up assorted archetypes and

with the Fondazione Aldo Rossi. It doubles

Rossi’s innate flair for freehand sketching

Mark Cousins RIAS
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Find additional space where
you never knew it existed.

By releasing space from within the walls, you could be unlocking investment potential for your
clients in commercial real estate.
Kingspan Kooltherm® wall insulation solutions deliver superior thermal performance with a thinner profile
– creating more internal floor area to generate greater rental income. It’s well worth looking into.
Visit our website and discover the real value of space.
www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk/realvalueofspace
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The latest news and information from RIAS Practice

If you have issues you would like to discuss please do not hesitate to contact us.
Maryse Richardson, Senior Manager: Practice – 0131 229 7545 mrichardson@rias.org.uk
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Practice Update
Building
Standards

CDM Regulations 2015

Better Regulation
Review 2015 / Technical
Handbooks 2015

HSE Q&A
HSE has received many

technician, small design

capability to fulfil all the functions

The RIAS responded to the

enquires on CDM 2015 and

practice, a project

- proportionate to the nature,

Building Standards consultation

will be updating their website

management company,

size, complexity and risk profile

in January 2015. The following

with further information in

a client’s internal estates

of the project. Once in place, the

documents have now been

due course. In the meantime,

management team, or even a

PD should be in control of the

published on the Building

HSE has released the following

specialist tradesperson, such

design team so that they, and the

Standards area of the Scottish

answers to some frequently

as an electrician where they

design team, can carry out their

Government website under the

asked questions about the role

lead on the design function,

roles effectively.

heading Technical Handbooks and

of the principal designer (PD)

so long as they meet the

which may be of interest to

criteria of:

practitioners.

I.

being a designer,

II.

having the relevant

Who can carry out the role of
the principal designer (PD)?
The PD must be a designer - an
architect, consulting engineer

SKE or organisational
capability, and
III. being in control of the
pre-construction phase.

Key Supporting Guidance:

Can a client carry out the role
of the principal designer?
Yes. If a client fails to, or
decides not to appoint a PD
the law provides that the PD
role is automatically assigned
to the client. Many clients will
choose to take on the PD role

or quantity surveyor, or anyone

•

Domestic Handbook,

•

Non-domestic Handbook,

•

a summary of changes to the
2015 Handbooks that helps
identify the changes.

The revisions include measures
from the recent ‘Better

themselves but irrespective of

tradespeople if they carry out

Does CDM 2015 require the
principal designer to be a
member of the project design
team?

design work or arrange for or

No. The PD must be appointed

fulfil all the PD functions and

instruct persons under their

by the client as soon as it is

responsibilities effectively.

BSD has organised a series

control to do so.

established that more than one
contractor is or is likely to be

Practices should review the

around Scotland in September

right mix of skills, knowledge

working on the project to plan,

available guidance on CDM

and experience (SKE) or

manage, monitor and control the

2015 regularly and check recent

organisational capability to

design stages.

Practice Notes for updates.

who specifies and alters designs
as part of their work. They can
also be clients, contractors and

They must have the

carry out all the functions and

If the client gets it right

responsibilities assigned to

and appoints the PD early at

them in Regulations 11 and 12

the concept stage, then the

and have control over the pre-

appointment should commonly

construction phase.

take place before the project

Commonly, the PD is likely
to be:

design team has been fully
identified or assembled. The PD
may provide their own design

•

for larger projects - a design
practice or a technical
department of a principal
contractor e.g. a principal
contractor doing design and
build;

•

for smaller projects - a
self-employed architect/

66

team, appoint a team or manage
and control any team appointed
by others.
Whatever the model, which
provides maximum flexibility for
the client, the PD must be able
to prove to the client that they
have the SKE or organisational

whether by choice or otherwise,
the client must have the SKE
or organisational capability to

Regulation’ review and also the
previously published Section
6: Energy changes. They come
into effect on 1 October 2015.
of four dissemination events
as advertised in the Practice
Bulletin.
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Contracts

Design and Build
Appointments

Guidance

SBCC Annual Update
Conference 2015

Grant Gordon FRIAS reviews…

Dealing with Dementia

Scottish Building Contract Committee

Annual Conference
Thursday 19 November 2015
Scottish National Gallery, The Mound, Edinburgh

www.sbcconline.com

Practices are advised that the

The SBCC Annual Conference

RIAS architects’ appointments

will be held on Thursday

in design and build, last revised

19 November 2015 at the

in November 2011, have now

Scottish National Gallery, the

been updated to reflect changes

Mound, Edinburgh. This year

in Health and Safety legislation

the programme will include

(CDM 2015) and to make them

presentations on Public Sector

compatible with the RIBA Plan of

Investment on Construction

Work 2013. The guidance notes

Projects in Scotland, CDM 2015,

have also been updated.

BIM, Late Payments as well as

Please note that the use
of model letters is no longer
recommended. The forms

the usual popular legal and
contractual updates.
Further details, including

should be used on their own and

the full line up of speakers and

without amendments.

how to book your place, will be

Practices should also refer to

advertised in the Practice Bulletin

Practice Note FI1521, Appropriate

and available from the SBCC

Use of RIAS Standard Forms of

website.

Appointment and FI1222 Design
and Build and Design Team
Appointments, for an overview
of the benefits of entering into a
DBE or DBC.

www.sbcconline.com

According to The Alzheimer’s
Society, in the UK there are
currently around 850,000
people with dementia, of
whom about 520,000 have
Alzheimer’s Disease. The risk
increases significantly with age
– one in six people over 80 has
some form of dementia. It is
estimated that there will be one
million people with dementia in
the UK by 2025. Two thirds of
dementia sufferers live in the
community and one third in a
care home. This indicates that
careful planning for the future
is needed to secure the most
appropriate care and support,
to ensure that as many sufferers
as possible can stay within the
community, in a setting they
recognise as consistent, friendly
and reassuring.
Medical research is ongoing,
but the statistics indicate that
unfortunately some of us will
sooner or later become part of
those statistics.
These A5 guides have been
produced to assist people
with dementia and their carers
to help make their internal

environment more ‘user friendly’
and their lives more productive.
They are not instruction manuals
for designers, but as the titles
suggest, give a general direction
to introduce enhancements that
will give people with dementia a
better quality of life. The focus
is on care in the home, making
subtle changes that will not
abruptly disrupt the setting that
people living with dementia have
become used to.
Many of the hints will strike
a chord with architects whose
work includes designing for
disabled people, particularly
those with sensory disabilities.
The guides cover appropriate
and adequate lighting (including
daylight), sympathetic choices
of floor surfaces, colour
contrasts, patterns, bathroom
and toilet design, including
plumbing fittings, heating and
air quality. As suggested in the
headings, they also cover other
areas, including basic advice
on Power of Attorney, avoiding
hospital admission and advice
on integrating with a dementiafriendly community.
The guides are clearly
written, and laid out in an easily
understood format. Reading
these publications would be
an invaluable exercise for
all involved in the care and
treatment of people with
dementia. For those who design
for them they are an informative
step to more technical and
detailed information.
www.dementiashop.co.uk
www.dementia.stir.ac.uk
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As the building was being designed,
one question kept coming to mind...

...WHAT ABOUT
THE FIRE SAFETY
STANDARDS?

For a FREE consultation to find out what fire engineering
can do for you please contact Sandy Killbourn on
T: 01786 449944 • E: enquiry@g-fire.co.uk

www.gartcarronfireengineering.co.uk

Sauna and Steam Room Specialists
Not all sauna and steam room companies are created equal, Inca
UK are proud not to be merely resellers but manufacture
hand-crafted products in our own workshops. As bespoke UK
manufacturers of saunas and steam rooms, Inca UK are dedicated
to creating a relaxing and serene environment, incorporating a
sensory experience with lighting and sound to provide our clients
with the luxury they deserve.
By using glass and approved timbers, we provide our end user
with the feeling of space and comfort whilst enjoying the myriad of
health benefits derived from sauna bathing. Our steam rooms
feature the latest in high-end steam technology and, with a
comprehensive range of mosaic tiles, the client’s imagination is the
only limiting factor when it comes to creating the perfect design.
Inca UK supply and install our products to both the domestic and
commercial sectors and provide support to our clients from the
design process, through manufacture, installation and maintenance.
Every aspect of our work can be personalised to each client’s wishes,
whether that be mood lighting, incorporating the ambient glow of
the health-giving salt walls or creating bespoke tiled columns and
plinths into our steam rooms and wellness areas. Our company pride
ourselves on the reputation we have built for outstanding attention
to detail and second-to-none customer service.

+44 (0) 1505 850625
emma@incaukltd.co.uk · www.incaukltd.co.uk

FE
GARTCARRON FIRE ENGINEERING Ltd.

Designing buildings to save life

Ceilings designed by

Scotland’s leading experts in cornice and ornate plasterwork
Specialists in restoration · Our own unique product range
Digital brochure available

www.reproplaster.co.uk

Visit our showroom
5 Campsie Road, Kirkintilloch
0141 776 1112
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Insurance

You know it makes sense
Of course you will be aware that Standard

contractor or another member of the design

possibility of being forced to offer some form

4 of the ARB Code of Conduct requires all

team then there are provisions which seek

of settlement simply to avoid significant court

architects to enter into a written agreement

to ensure that the architect will only be

expenses.

with their client in advance of carrying

held responsible for that proportion of any

out any professional work and that this

damages caused by their own particular

standard forms of contract then it is

agreement must, amongst other things,

contribution to the problem.

important that you familiarise yourself with

identify the scope of the service to be

These are some of the more obvious

If you do choose to use one of the

the contents in advance (after all they impose

provided; the means of calculating your

benefits but there are other advantages,

obligations upon you too) and it is separately

fees; confirmation that you have adequate

some of them unanticipated. In a recent

crucial to print off the document and have

and appropriate insurance cover; your

court action, an architect faced a claim that

copies signed; one to be retained by the client

complaints handling procedure and, perhaps

he was in breach of contract for having failed

and one by you. Legally speaking the contract

most disconcertingly at the very outset of a

to provide certain contract information in

might be valid even without evidence of

professional relationship, provisions for the

accordance with a timetable dictated by

actual signature provided you could prove

suspension or termination of the agreement.

the client. The claim was, in many respects,

that the parties intended their relationship

obviously spurious however the sum

to be governed by the conditions of the

own terms of engagement but, increasingly,

involved was significant and the alleged

contract. You might, however, be surprised

most firms and many sole practitioners

knock on consequences of the claimed delay

by how many clients claim never to have

recognise the advantages of using one of the

would have required several weeks of court

received a copy of the contract in the post!

standard forms of appointment prepared

time to explore. Faced with the prospect of a

either by the RIAS, RIBA or JCT.

significant legal bill then the architect might

Charles McGregor

have felt compelled to make some offer of

Partner, Simpson & Marwick

Some architects choose to prepare their

Although some domestic clients may
be put off by the prospect of being asked
to sign up to detailed terms and conditions,

compensation.
They had, however, taken the trouble

At RIASIS we pride ourselves in

others will welcome the confirmation that

to properly record their appointment in

the crucial relationship with their architect is

writing using SCA2000. Hidden amongst

providing a market leading policy

being placed on a professional footing from

its terms was a little referred to provision

the outset.

in terms of which the client acknowledged

wording, an integral support service

that the architect could not promise that

and fast turnover of documentation.

advantages for an architect in choosing to use

any of its services would be completed

For further information, please

one of the standard forms of engagement.

in accordance with the project timetable.

Amongst other things SCA2000 makes

This express term of the contract directly

clear that an architect is entitled to charge

contradicted the implied term relied upon

additional fees for work caused by, for

by the client. Following upon a short hearing

RIAS Insurance Services

example, the insolvency of a contractor. It

the court was persuaded that the express

provides an entitlement to the architect to

term agreed between the parties in black

Orchard Brae House

suspend performance of their services where

and white overruled any implied term whose

their client fails to make prompt payment

benefit was claimed by the client. The result

Edinburgh eh4 2hs

of their fees. It provides for interest to run

was that the bulk of the claim for damages

Telephone 0131 311 4292

on unpaid fees and where a problem arises

was dismissed without any lengthy proof

Fax 0131 311 4280

that had been caused partly by failure on

into the consequences having first been

the part of the architect and partly by the

required thus saving the architect from the

susan.riccio@marsh.com

There are, however, other significant

70

contact:

30 Queensferry Road

RIAS Insurance Services is a trading name of Marsh Ltd. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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Security for the future
Imagine if your CAD program malfunctioned

as straightforward. Of course there may

and was no longer available to you. What

be many reasons why someone leaves a

impact would this have on your business?

business. Some you can control, some you
cannot. What’s important is that you take

•

loss of clients,

reasonable steps to mitigate the loss. This is

•

delays in fulfilling assignments,

particularly relevant on the death or serious

•

errors in design,

injury or illness of a key individual. A few

•

increased challenges from competition,

simple steps can be taken to ensure that

•

reduced revenue?

cash flow and profits are protected if such a
devastating event happens.

I am sure that you could add more items

Similarly what would the consequences

If you would like more information

to the list but basically when a vital cog in

be if the death or serious illness occurred

on the details of this article please

your business ceases to operate it can cost

with a fellow Director or Partner? What

you dearly, be it unhappy clients, reputation

impact would this have on you personally?

contact:

and effectiveness leading to loss of business

How would you ensure that you remained in

and possibly ultimately loss of revenue. In the

control or that your family received the value

Frame Broadfoot

worst case this could also lead to threatening

of your share in the business on your death

the viability of the business itself.

or serious illness? Planning can be put in place

Financial Planner & Wealth Manager
Towry

Now, imagine that we are not talking

to ensure that your wishes are met and that

about a machine but a colleague who brings

there is security for you, your family and the

220 St Vincent Street

real value to the business. If their knowledge

future of the business.

Glasgow g2 5sg

skill and drive is lost then it can be even

Telephone 0141 227 8000

more devastating than the loss of a piece
of equipment. Tools can be replaced, skilled
and experienced human beings are not quite

Frame Broadfoot
RIAS PFS

Mobile 07771 516276
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Architects and VAT
This article has been written

VAT rules in the field of construction can

by Paul Cochrane BA ATT, who

often be confusing, with little apparent

registered and agrees to take on a new

rationale for the VAT reliefs which apply in

project which will cause the business to

is VAT Senior Manager with

certain situations and not in others. Being

exceed the VAT threshold, consider bringing

Johnston Carmichael LLP based

aware of your responsibilities as well as

forward the date of VAT registration to a

having an understanding of the VAT rules as

date on or before the contract commences.

in their Glasgow office. Johnston

they affect your clients will ensure you remain

This will ensure consistency throughout the

Carmichael is Scotland’s largest

compliant with HM Revenue and Customs

project, as fees should then be quoted as

(HMRC) obligations and enable you to add

subject to VAT from the outset.

independent firm of Chartered
Accountants and Business
Advisers. It considers aspects of
Value Added Tax (VAT) which are

additional value to projects in which you are
engaged.
What follows is a brief summary of some

If an architect is not currently VAT

An architect may choose to become VAT
registered voluntarily at any stage. Being
VAT registered means VAT on business costs

of the areas in which VAT is likely to become a

can be reclaimed. When dealing with a VAT

factor in your day-to-day work.

registered client that can reclaim VAT on
architects fees, becoming VAT registered will

most relevant to architects and

VAT on architects’ fees

not normally increase costs for those clients,

their clients.

When fee income exceeds the current

overall savings.
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lowering your cost base and resulting in

VAT registration threshold (as of April 2015

Where turnover is not expected to

£82,000 over any rolling 12 month period)

exceed £150,000 there is also a scheme

an architect’s business must become VAT

available where VAT is charged at the

registered. The business must notify its

standard 20% rate on fees but is paid at a

liability to HMRC and become VAT registered

lower 14.5% rate of VAT inclusive turnover

with effect from day one of the second

by architects. One condition of this Flat Rate

month after the VAT registration threshold

Scheme is that VAT is not then reclaimed on

was breached. An architect may also become

business costs, other than certain capital

liable to be VAT registered with immediate

items of value in excess of £2,000. The result

effect if ever the expectation arises that fee

of using this scheme is often an increase in

income is to exceed the VAT registration

income, although bear in mind the increased

threshold in the following 30 days alone.

income is subject to business tax.
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of total contract value. It is normally the

which you make to your client on your

should expect to charge VAT on all fees for

total construction cost, excluding VAT, which

own account.

work in respect of projects in the UK. There

is used for the purposes of calculating

are a number of instances in the construction

architect’s fees. If you agree a fee percentage

industry where fees can be VAT zero rated;

considering a VAT inclusive contract cost

statutory filing charges on behalf of a non-

however, these exceptions to the general rule

you may find you are paid less than initially

VAT registered client then this is the type of

rarely apply to architects.

expected when that percentage is applied to

cost an architect could consider treating as a

the VAT exclusive costs by the client.

disbursement and in this case it should result

Following VAT registration an architect

Work to construct new build housing,

If paying VAT free planning fees or

in a VAT saving if the exact amount is passed

multiple occupancy dwellings and buildings

VAT on disbursements

on without the addition of VAT to the cost.

Further details are below. Please note this

The term ‘disbursement’ is often substituted

VAT relief does not extend to any professional

for ‘expenses’; however, for VAT purposes, a

fees, including architects.

genuine disbursement is not subject to VAT

VAT reliefs available for certain
buildings and clients

used by charities can be VAT zero rated (VAT
is charged at 0%) by building contractors.

when recharged to a client whereas expenses

As noted above, there are various VAT reliefs

Land-related services

generally are subject to VAT. Disbursements

available for the construction and sale of

are generally rare and when dealing with a

buildings of different sorts. With a working

Many professional services are outside the

VAT registered business customer, treating

knowledge of these reliefs you may be able to

scope of VAT when provided to customers

costs as a disbursement will not necessary

steer clients towards a VAT saving. It is wholly

who are based overseas. However, architects

produce any cost savings.

the responsibility of contractors to ensure

HMRC specify a number of conditions

services are considered to be ‘land related’.

they apply the correct VAT treatment to their

Only when engaged in respect of a site

which must be met before a cost recharged

work. Where VAT is charged incorrectly those

overseas, or engaged to provide non-

as a disbursement to a client will be VAT free:

clients with an entitlement to reclaim VAT will
not be allowed to reclaim incorrectly charged

site specific advice to a customer located
overseas, would an architect’s fee not

•

you acted as the agent of your client
when you paid the third party,

normally be subject to UK VAT.

Summarised below are some of the most

your client actually received and used the

common VAT reliefs available for construction

can result in a requirement to become VAT

goods or services provided by the third

work together with other suggestions as to

registered in other tax jurisdictions. However,

party (this condition usually prevents

how clients can save VAT.

there is often a VAT simplification available

the architects own travelling and

when dealing with projects in other EU

subsistence expenses, telephone bills,

countries for clients that are VAT registered

postage, and other costs being treated as

If engaged in international work this

•

VAT.

disbursements for VAT purposes),

in the country where the project takes
place. The result is that the recipient of an

•

your client was responsible for paying the

architect’s services will account for the VAT

third party (examples include statutory

due on the services they receive.

charges or taxes payable by your client on
a contract to be made by the client),

Making use of this ‘reverse charge’
simplification will reduce the compliance cost

•

payment on their behalf,

of providing services internationally. Please
note, it is important to seek professional

your client authorised you to make the

•

your client knew that the goods or

advice from a VAT expert before agreeing not

services you paid for would be provided

to charge VAT on any services once you are

by a third party,

VAT registered.

•

your outlay will be separately itemised
when you invoice your client,

Agreeing percentage-based fees

•

Other areas to be aware of is where

•

architects fees are agreed as a percentage

you recover only the exact amount which
you paid to the third party, and
the goods or services, which you paid
for, are clearly additional to the supplies

Dwellings and other residential
buildings.
As noted above, work to construct new
dwellings and other residential use buildings
can be VAT zero rated. A particular area to be
wary of is student accommodation. Cluster
flats may each qualify as a dwelling in their
own right if each is capable of being sold and
used separately from the others. In this case
the student accommodation can also be zero
rated as dwellings.
Where planned student accommodation
is not a series of separate dwellings, services
of construction may still be zero rated if the
building will qualify as a relevant residential
purpose (RRP) building. HMRC apply
additional conditions for zero rating RRP
buildings and have recently withdrawn a
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With the PURe window system, our designers have achieved a UK first,
the only commercial aluminium window system to utilise structural PUR
insulation, achieving U-values as low as 0.71 W/m2K, through the
revolutionary use of a tried and tested insulation material.
Cradle to cradle recyclable and integrating with the extensive range of Senior
door and curtain wall solutions, the system is the next generation of evolved
products, to exceed current and meet future legislation.
Get ahead of the curve at
www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk/pure

Innovative window, door and curtain wall systems that bring buildings to life
Tel: 01709 772 600 E-mail: info@seniorarchitectural.co.uk Web: www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk

We are a proud sponsor of both the RIAS International Convention 2015 and The RIAS Awards Dinner 2015
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concession whereby certain non-qualifying

make existing buildings accessible to disabled

charge on your services will be reclaimed by

use by universities and colleges will no longer

people.

the contractor on their VAT returns. They will
then include the value of your fees as part

be ignored for the purposes of considering
whether a planned RRP building is eligible
for zero rated construction services.
Non-qualifying use includes when student
accommodation is let to the general public
outside of term time.
This holiday use of student
accommodation can often mean the
difference between a student hall being
constructed zero rated as an RRP building
and VAT being due on all construction
services which universities and colleges are
not usually entitled to recover in full.

Buildings converted to dwellings
VAT should be charged at 5% on construction
services to convert non-residential property
property which has lain empty for 2 years
prior to the work commencing. Barn,
warehouse or office conversions to flats will
therefore benefit from the 5% reduced rate
of VAT for construction services. The 5% rate
will also apply where a client changes the
number of dwellings in a structure, such as
where a house is split into flats or flats are

Buildings used by charities and village
halls

dwellings.

Buildings used by charities, other than in the

DIY Builders and Converters Scheme

the zero rate of VAT. This will include places
of worship as well as church, scout or guide
halls. Buildings which a charity uses for
business purposes include charity shops and
buildings constructed by fee paying schools
with charitable status. Buildings constructed
for charities and used for a business purpose
remain subject to 20% VAT.
Village halls can be constructed at the
zero rate of VAT where there is a high degree
of local community involvement in the
building’s operation and activities and there
is a wide variety of activities planned for the
building, the majority of which are for social
and/or recreational purposes (including sport)
of the local community.

Should a member of the public decide to
build their own home, or convert a nonresidential building into a dwelling or holiday
home, there is a scheme available which
they can use to reclaim VAT on construction
services known as the DIY Builders and
Converters Scheme. The scheme allows VAT
to be reclaimed on goods and services used
in constructing the house. However be aware
that there are a number of exclusions which
include VAT charged on architects fees. For
this reason you may consider agreeing to a
‘design and build’ arrangement – as detailed
below.

reduced rated even where services of

to sports facilities constructed by members

construction may benefit from the reduced

clubs; however, clubs and associations which

or zero VAT rates. When working with clients

are considering building new facilities may be

such as members of the public, schools,

persuaded to include plans that make them

universities, charities or clubs that may not

available to the wider community, meaning

be able to recover VAT on your costs you

VAT may be relieved on the construction

may decide, in conjunction with a building

costs.

contractor to the project, to offer a design

You should also be aware that charities
can have a variety of building alteration works
carried out VAT free where the alterations

to VAT reliefs at 5% or the zero rate.

Contractors who are not VAT
registered
Building contractors are responsible for their
own VAT registration and where contractors
are hired which present themselves as being
non-VAT registered it may be sensible to
provide that their fees are inclusive of any
VAT payable.
As noted above, the VAT registration
turnover threshold is currently £82,000 over
any rolling 12 month trading period, so that a
contractor with more than 2 or 3 employees
providing own materials may exceed this
level of turnover. You are not responsible for
ensuring the contractor meets his obligation
to become VAT registered at the appropriate
time but should VAT registration occur
mid-way through a contract you will want to
ensure that VAT does not suddenly get added
to the contract value.
Ensuring VAT inclusive prices are agreed
will mean it is the contractor who is at risk
contractually should VAT become payable on
their work. As noted above, it is wholly the
responsibility of contractors to ensure they
apply the correct VAT treatment.
Hopefully these pointers will prove

Design and Build Contracts
Architects fees cannot be VAT zero or

This VAT relief will not normally extend

project so that the whole amount is subject

into dwellings or to renovate residential

amalgamated to form a different number of

course of business can be constructed at

of their own service to design and build the

and build service.
This would involve your contract being
made with the contractor so that the VAT you

useful when considering VAT in the context of
day-to-day contracts with clients, contractors
and in managing the VAT affairs of your own
practice. Should an area of uncertainty arise it
is always best to seek further advice as HMRC
can impose significant penalties should VAT
be under paid or there is a failure to become
VAT registered at the appropriate time.

Paul Cochrane BA ATT
Johnston Carmichael LLP
paul.cochrane@jcca.co.uk
www.jcca.co.uk
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Stirling Stove Centre
the partner for architects, builders and property developers

CHP Electricity or Heat ~ Gas or Biomass
Woodburning and multi-fuel stoves ~ Professional fitting
Flues, chimney liners and cowls
Biomass consultancy and installation
CHP consultancy and installation

Visit our showroom to view our stunning range or call 01786 440028.

combined
heat
power

consultancy

design
service

fitting
service

biomass
heating
systems

Stirling Stove Centre

Oban Stove Centre

01786 440028
info@stirlingstovecentre.co.uk

01631 564790
info@obanstovecentre.co.uk
RHI Approved
Equiment
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Chapters
The latest news from your local Chapter
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Aberdeen

Sabin Maguregui and Rachael Murray with masterplan model at End of Year show

View of the Capitol Building

© Robert Gordon University

© Knight Property Group

It may have been summer but nonetheless it’s been a busy period

Architects (ASA). Held on a Sunday, it brought together professionals,

within the Aberdeen Chapter. In addition to our monthly Council

friends and families and was a great success. The sun shone, as did 120

meetings, a lot of work has been going on behind the scenes. We have

guests. The hope is that this will become an annual event.

been organising our next CPD afternoon seminar, our Annual Dinner

Aberdeen continues to face challenges in the face of a changing

and Awards for next spring and further developing our plans for the

energy sector. Against that backdrop however, development is ongoing

2016 Festival activities. That said, it has not been all work and no play.

and the West End of Union Street has been undergoing a facelift for

The Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and the Built

some time. We have all been keenly watching the progress of the

Environment held its End of Year Show on the 18th June 2015. It is

Capitol building on Union Street. Having been on a site visit, one

important for the profession to both support and retain strong links

cannot fail to be impressed by the views over the city from the upper

with our universities. The show always reminds me of my student

levels and roof of this prominent landmark site. The project is due to

days. Admittedly it’s more enjoyable as spectator than a student and a

be completed in January 2016.

lot less stressful.
There was an array of engaging projects and it was refreshing to

Over the next quarter I’m very much looking forward to working
closely alongside our Festival sub-committee and our Arts Project

see some fine hand drawings. The School of Architecture has also just

Manager, Hilary Nicol to finalise our plans. I hope to be in a position to

moved into an impressive new bespoke building on the RGU campus

share our programme with you by the end of the next quarter. Having

in Garthdee. We are hoping to hold our next CPD afternoon seminar

also ironed out most of the glitches with the ASA website, we will be

there shortly, combined with a tour of the building.

uploading as many industry related events as we can find out about

Last time I touched on a quest to promote collaborative

and any items of local interest. However we are relying on members

networking events and I subsequently attended a Summer Garden

of the Chapter to help. We are very excited about Doors Open 2015 in

Party. It was organised by the current Chair and vice Chair of the

Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire and have invited you to share your plans

Women in Property Northern Scotland (Satellite) branch, Kirsten Will

and photographs. Please get in touch via our website or feel free to

(William Lippe Architects Ltd) and Michelle Forth (Safety Scotland).

contact me directly.

The event was a collaboration between the major property and

Until next time, thank you.

construction professional networks in Aberdeen to include Women in
Property (WiP), the Aberdeen Association of Civil Engineers (AACE),
the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB), the Royal Institution of

Catherine McKeown RIAS

Chartered Surveyors (RICS) and ourselves, the Aberdeen Society of

President ASA
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Dundee

Leaf Room | The Voigt Partnership Limited
© Jonathan Reeve, The Voight Partnership Limited

As I write this it feels like summer has only just started in terms of

animations and a touring exhibition of community projects. We are

finally getting some decent weather. But the nights are definitely

also liaising with others over events happening within the Chapter

drawing in. I hope you’ve all been able to take some time for some rest

area. It is looking like a very busy and enjoyable time. Thanks to those

and relaxation. Although DIA Council do not meet in July or August we

who have already offered their help and ideas and to those who

have still been busy behind the scenes.

haven’t yet, please do get in touch.

The joint CPD seminars with Dundee City Council’s Building

Finally, I’d like to congratulate Arbroath practice, The Voigt

Standards team have continued with recent topics including low

Partnership Limited and in particular lead architect, Jonathan Reeve,

carbon buildings and sustainable building products within the Higher

on winning The Forestry Commission Scotland’s garden room

Education sector, delivered by Trudy Cunningham, The University of

competition for a site at Ninewells hospital, Dundee. The competition,

Dundee’s Environment & Sustainability Officer, Passive House Design

which was run in association with NHS Tayside and Ninewells

explained by Kirsty Maguire and a presentation from Fraser Walsh

Community Garden was to create a bespoke structure in the grounds

from the Building Standards Division of the Scottish Government on

of the hospital for the enjoyment of patients, staff and visitors. Three

the forthcoming changes to Section 6 of the Technical Handbooks. In

practices had been selected to progress to the second stage of the

addition, one of our practices has recently taken part in a job exchange

competition with the two runners up being Atelier-M and Kerry Smith

with a modern apprentice from the Building Standards team, spending

Architects.

time in the architectural practice and one of the architects spending

The Forestry Commission’s Access, Health & Recreation Advisor,

time in the Council offices. We look forward to hearing back from both

Kevin Lafferty, commented that the designs were of a very high

parties.

standard and gave the judging panel a real challenge. Jonathan

Please look out for information on entry to this year’s annual

explained that the winning design ‘Leaf Room’ is ‘inspired from a

awards which will be issued shortly. The calibre of entries is always

natural form, helping to connect the building to the garden it serves’.

high. I look forward to judging the huge variety of projects being

Delivery of the project is being funded by the Forestry Commission

realised out there. The awards will be presented at the annual dinner

Scotland, the Green Exercise Partnership and Cash4Communities

at the Invercarse Hotel on Thursday 19th November. This is always an

with the Voigt Partnership Limited submitting a planning application

excellent night so please put the date in your diary.

for the garden room to Dundee City Council at the end of August. The

Our plans for the 2016 Festival of Architecture are coming together
with a draft programme in place to allow different elements to visit

building will be primarily constructed from home-grown, sustainable
Scottish Larch, Spruce and Douglas Fir supplied by BSW Timber.

different parts of the Chapter Area. The main events being worked
on include the ‘Spaghetti Racecycle’ event planned to happen at the

Christine Palmer RIAS

end of October 2016 in City Square, architectural crazy golf, lighting/

President DIA
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Edinburgh

Ribbon Hotel

St James, Edinburgh

© Jestico + Whiles

© Allan Murray Architects

The summer period is usually a quiet time for the EAA with many

held on 16th September at the Appleton Tower. Speakers included

members taking a well-earned break. However this year we have

Hoskins Architects, Allan Murray Architects, Collective Gallery and

had lots going on with student awards, our exciting September CPD

Jestico+Whiles, discussing sites such as the St James’ Centre Site and

event and progressing plans for the 2016 Festival. Along with our

Ribbon Hotel and the Royal High School. The speakers presented their

usual matters, we have also been busy responding to the Scottish

design development for the sites, in the context of other Edinburgh

Government procurement paper and involved in meetings on

sites of national importance. This event was important, current and

insurance and the latest CDM revisions.

very topical.

Since my last report we have had a number of members

This was the first event we used online booking for. It has proved

expressing an interest in both joining EAA Council and being involved

to be a great tool, making booking a lot simpler and more instant. Due

with the Festival. This is very encouraging and the help gratefully

to the popularity of this event, with over 150 bookings, we moved it

received, we are always keen for members to get involved.

to a larger venue. The generosity of the University allowed us to offer
RIAS and EUSAS students free places.

Student Awards
At the beginning of June, EAA Past President, Ian Stewart RIAS and Vice

2016 Festival of Architecture

President, Ben Rainger RIAS attended the Edinburgh College of Art

The EAA’s excitement for 2016 keeps building, with meetings and

Degree show. This was to judge the students’ work and to agree on a

preparations continuing. Outwith the Chapter meetings, Gloria Lo and

winner of the EAA J R McKay Medal. The judges said ‘the presentation

I met with Bright 3D who are providing design and production advice,

was very good, especially the analysis and bound books’. Martina

including some marketing device advice and costs guidance. The use

Contento was awarded the J R McKay Medal for the best student. Ben

of Eventbrite for our September CPD has also given us a full test run

presented the award for the EAA commending the ‘depth and clarity’ of

for next year’s ticketed events.

Martina’s work.

A framework of events has been prepared and costs estimated.
Two items are being added. Information still outstanding has been

Edinburgh Urban Design Panel
The EAA continues to provide three members for the Edinburgh
Urban Design Panel’s monthly meetings, reviewing major projects at
pre-application. Mixed use plans at King Stables Road were generally
well received. National Gallery proposals regarding the extension of
the 1970s basement have also been reviewed, in general, also well
received, but with queries around the integration into the landscape.

discussed at EAA Council and possible methods for encouraging
action were floated. The tranche of funding will be released by
Scottish Government shortly. More helpers are needed. If being
involved in this national Festival is of interest, please email
mail@eaa.org.uk or come along to an EAA Council meeting at GLM (58
North Castle Street, Edinburgh) at 6pm on the second Tuesday of any
month.
For more information and other Chapter news: www.eaa.org.uk.

CPD
Our much anticipated ‘Sites of National Importance’ CPD event was

Donald Canavan RIAS
President EAA
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© Ross Campbell Photography

The worst summer for 30 years? In terms of the weather - maybe, but

minimum of £100 for ABS. 100 runners each raising £100 - a fitting way

for the GIA I have to admit it has been very enjoyable. Although, as we

to celebrate 100 years of the RIAS and the Festival of Architecture.

were writing off any chance of a summer in 2015, the sun made a rare

I am pleased to report that the GIA’s programme for the 2016

appearance when it mattered most, at our first ever Summer Drinks

Festival continue to progress at a pace. Continuing on the theme of

co-hosted with the Glasgow branch of RICS. Architects and QS’s

drink, an online survey was undertaken throughout August to select

enjoyed a drink or two on the terrace at 29 Members Club. Thanks to

six architects from a longlist of twenty five to be the featured on the

all those who turned out. We look forward to making this a regular

labels of our Festival Ale. Film Re-Take is being developed with BAFTA

event on our annual programme.

Scotland award winner, Chris Leslie and a programme is now being

Food and drink was definitely the theme of this quarter. In July, the

developed for our travelling Info Box with four partner organisations

GIA proudly hosted ‘Edible Architecture’. A highlight of the Merchant

from across the Chapter. Please continue to check our website,

City Festival which saw eleven architecture practices from the

Facebook and Twitter feeds for all 2016 updates.

Merchant City compete for the title of star baker in an architectural

As the summer fades our attention is turned to the GIA Annual

themed bake off. Winners on the day were Page\Park with their

Design Awards. A high number of entries is expected again this

Theatre Royal cake (constructed to a very thorough National Baking

year. We are pleased to announce Rab Bennetts OBE as our guest

Specification). Event highlights are covered elsewhere in this edition of

chairperson. Shortlisting will take place throughout September and

the Quarterly.

winners will be announced at the Members Dinner in Oran Mor,

Such excessive consumption by our members does, unfortunately,

Glasgow on Friday 20th November. Tickets for the dinner are on sale

prevent any repeat of last year’s epic fundraising cycle from Edinburgh

now via our website. Last year’s dinner was a sell out so please book

to London. But I am pleased to report that the GIA was selected

early to avoid disappointment.

by the Architects Benevolent Society as the recipients of the 2015

Finally I must thank the RIAS and its members for inducting me

WCCA Plate. An award which is presented annually to a group or

into the Incorporation’s Fellowship. To receive the Fellowship so early

individual who have given exceptional support to the ABS. It was

in my career is a real honour and very humbling. I look forward to

a great honour to accept the award on behalf of our team in the

continuing my work with the GIA and RIAS and encouraging the new

spectacular surroundings of the Drapers Hall, London in June. Entries

generation to get involved.

are now open for the next ABS fundraiser. The RIAS has reserved 100
places across the events at the 2016 Edinburgh Marathon Festival

Michael Dougall FRIAS

(Full Marathon, Half Marathon and 10k). Runners are asked to raise a

President GIA
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Inverness
I spend a great deal of time travelling. Not simply to Inverness
and Edinburgh on Chapter business, but on small ferries across
sometimes angry seas to service my practice. These ferries cross from
South Harris to North Uist and Eriskay to Barra. I also travel across
causeways, not motorways. Coastal journeys resonate …
Accordingly, my perspective on architecture can be different
from mainland colleagues. Listening to debates at the RIAS, I am
sometimes struck by dislocation in the understanding of the needs
of remote small rural practices from those more metro based.
Perhaps surprisingly, there are also similarities. No matter the scale of
operation or location, we are all concerned with creating architecture
and sustaining enthusiasm in the face of constant challenges of
procurement, regulation changes, etc. We continue to battle our case,
from all perspectives. I have similarly been active in expressing your
concerns on CDM changes – the RIAS will be issuing further guidance
soon.
The 2016 Festival of Architecture increasingly dominates thoughts.

The Tinhouse, Isle of Skye | Rural Design
© Alan Dickson

Our Chapter has identified a number of ideas for the Festival, to
provide a lasting legacy.

1. A Coast to Coast Journey
The idea being to secure a boat, to accommodate customisation
through architectural competition. It will travel the Caledonian Canal
from Fort William to Inverness and host changing artwork and local
schools etc., for architectural enlightenment!

4. A Book
A legacy in print: an anthology of the first centenary of the RIAS
relating to our Chapter. Our intention is to produce a high quality
book of 100 pages. Content would feature one building to represent
each year across the Highlands and Islands and document the historic
origins of an architectural community in Chapter.
2016 will see multiple events occurring. In addition to the above

2. Frozen Music

and activities planned by XpoNorth and RIAS Partner Organisations,

A photographic event inviting images or video, responding to

our Architectural Awards, Convention and Centenary celebrations

the creative effect of architecture on landscape and seascape, or

also occur in 2016. Collaboration with UHI, HIE, Arts venues and local

conversely, how architecture has responded to same. The Highlands

authorities etc. are being anticipated. Kengo Kuma (of V&A fame), has

and Islands are dominated by the power of the land and sea and our

already agreed to appear at our 2016 Convention.

buildings have been defined by these elements (see illustration). We
envisage a touring exhibition followed by exhibition in other Chapters.
Many spin offs would be anticipated.

More immediately, we are organising our annual CPD Convention,
“Architecture: Coast to Coast”. Due to its success last year, it has been
decided to hold it again in the stunning location of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig

3. Wildcat Lighting
This is being explored in collaboration with Findhorn Arts. The idea
is to light five buildings in each of the four weeks of August, moving
towards Inverness from the Northern and Western Isles. Buildings
would be chosen through architectural, historical, cultural worth, or
the opposite -disrepair, neglect, but overall, their potential to delight.
A photographic record will generate outcomes for promotion and an
exhibition / illustrative book will result.

Gaelic College in Skye on 13th November 2015. Speakers confirmed so
far are from BDP, LDN, Greenspace, Gareth Hoskins, Richard Gibson,
TOG Studios and APS. Entertainment will be organised over dinner,
including a presentation on building your own boat (and why not!).
Pencil 13th November 2015 into your diaries - further details soon.
Lastly, our next Chapter Council meeting will be held in Fort
William on the 15th of September. Yes, another ferry journey for some!

Dr Gordon Anderson FRIAS
President IAA North of Scotland & Islands Chapter
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Stirling
How quickly a quarter of a year flies by! The summer is over (if it ever
started!) and we get back to Chapter business after the break from
meetings. The summer period generally gives us all a chance to take
time out and refresh. However the Chapter council has been busy
over the last few months, pulling together our approach to the 2016
Festival. Our proposals were submitted to Rutland Square in July, along
with the timeline and road map for delivery.
I have been encouraged by the level of interest and support
around the Chapter from both our members as well as others outwith
the architectural arena. Indeed I have had some very positive meetings
with local authority and RTPI representatives, with a shared aim in
making the 2016 Festival a great success within the Stirling Chapter.
Our briefing paper will be issued to all Chapter members in the
coming week, with registration then open for interested members /
practices to sign up to. Our events sub-committee will also be liaising
with local schools and community groups to gain their input and
participation over the next few months. An on-going programme
will then grow and evolve. We anticipate our new website and social
media accounts will be the best tools to communicate progress as we
go.
Clearly the task is a big undertaking and I would warmly welcome
any Chapter member or contacts who would like to be involved to get
in touch via our chapter Secretary, Louise Fields.
Although the Festival will obviously consume much Chapter time
in the coming months there will still be lots on in other areas. Over

The Kelpies – prospective Festival of Architecture venue

September we will be launching our annual awards with a number of

© Ryan Marshall

new categories this year including an interiors award, together with a
student award to add to our existing categories. Additional categories
may also be added as we look to build on the success of the awards in
recent years and generate as many submissions as possible. Calls for
entries will be circulated in our release later in the month.
We then hope to tie up the awards presentation event with a
Chapter gathering towards the end of November / early December.
The 2015 CDM changes also continue to cause a great amount of
debate across the industry. This is reflected at Chapter level. Indeed,
one of our members has written a piece that highlights some of his
concerns as both an architect and also as a developer. What is clear is
that collectively we are still some way off having consensus of opinion
and indeed approach to these changes. This will likely rumble on for a
while yet. However as a Chapter, we will be looking at getting as much
information as we can to our members and will review the potential
for a workshop day towards the end of the year.
On a final note, I would like to welcome Amy McEwan to the
Chapter as a student representative. Amy attends Strathclyde and we
look forward to having her on board. Like Amy, our student members

Callander House, Falkirk – prospective Festival of Architecture venue
© Ryan Marshall

are the future of the Chapter. Over my period as President, I certainly
hope to encourage more students like Amy to be involved as much as
possible.

Ryan Marshall RIAS
President SSA
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ventilation in a
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way
Introducing

These Conservation Rooflights® were approved to introduce
natural light and ventilation in an oast house in Kent.
Unlike modern copies their low profile and
traditional appearance successfully blend with
the vernacular architecture.
For more conservation case studies,
visit www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
or phone 01993 833108
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H O T E L

Established in 1999, Scope is one of Scotland’s leading bathroom
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housebuilders with quality bathroom specifications.
6000sq.ft Showroom. Please call Derek Miller to discuss any project.
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Telephone: 0141 882 8282 www.scope-bathrooms.co.uk

Nine times winner of the Johnstone’s Painter of the Year Award
Johnstone’s Supreme Decorator of the Year Award 2010
WorldSkills Double Gold Medal Winner
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of EDINBURGH
DECORATORS OF DISTINCTION
Specialists in Microscopy Paint Analysis
Conservation and Restoration

‘Taymouth Castle, Kenmore’

8 Swanfield, Leith,
Edinburgh EH6 5RX
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Chartered Architect
President’s Diary
august
03

Meeting with Arthur Watson, President Royal Scottish Academy
/ Dundee

03

RIAS Education Meeting / Dundee

06

Meeting with Karen Anderson FRIAS (Chair) and Jim MacDonald
(Chief Executive) of Architecture & Design Scotland / Edinburgh

07

Meeting with Ben Westland and Alistair McKinnon, Scottish
Enterprise / Glasgow

11

Meeting with Scotland Excel / Edinburgh

20

Willow Tearooms Judging / Glasgow

26

RIAS President’s Policy Committee / Edinburgh

26

RIAS 2016 Chapters Committee / Edinburgh

september
03-05 Judging - RIAS Andrew Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award
08

Review of Scottish Public Sector Procurement in Construction /
Aberdeen

RIAS Fellows’ Summer Reception, Theatre Royal, Glasgow
© Malcolm Cochrane

08

RIAS Fellows’ Summer Reception, Theatre Royal / Glasgow

09

RIAS Council / Edinburgh

09

RIAS Centenary Committee / Edinburgh

17

Judging - SURF Awards / Glasgow

24

RIBA Council / London

Report on September 2015 Council
Council adopted the Management Accounts
up to the end of June 2015, showing a

and agreed that a form of words be drafted.
A proposed amendment to the

Past President, David Dunbar and is seeking
further legal guidance.
Council noted the names of those who

revised positive out-turn of £9,466. The

explanatory text for the Chapter and RIAS

Membership Report was noted, with 7

Awards was approved, allowing free, but not

were successful in interview and who are

deaths, 1 removal, 1 resignation, 7 transfers

automatic, entry to the RIAS Awards by the

now on the RIAS’ pilot Specialist Register in

to Retired, 1 transfer from Retired to Full

Chapter Supreme Award winners, providing

Public Sector Procurement. The RIAS intends

Membership, 23 reinstatements, 17 elections

they meet the criteria and if timings permit.

to promote the register as a useful tool in the

to Student Membership, 16 elections to

Council agreed to a proposal that events

current process of implementation of the
review of Scottish Public Procurement.

Membership, 2 nominations to Fellowship

in the RIAS Headquarters which require

and 13 nominations to Honorary Fellowship

dedicated input from RIAS staff or overtime

(10 of which were nominated by the RIAS

working, should be charged a modest rental

the choice of site signboards to include one

Centenary Committee). The continuing

rate in future.

which is dedicated to Chartered Practices.

positive trend of new memberships

Council noted correspondence to the

significantly outnumbering departures

Cabinet Secretary regarding Perth City Hall

was noted. Charlene Rankin was formally

and endorsed the continued pursuit to save it

commended for her endeavours.

from demolition.

Council agreed to support the

Council noted the report on the Scottish

establishment of a ‘boundaries group’, to

Parliament Joint Housing Policy and Delivery

report in 2016, after inconsistencies were

Group meeting provided by Malcolm Fraser.

raised.
Council deliberated on the proposed
plans for changes to architectural education
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Council approved a proposal to increase

The criteria for the upcoming CPD event on
adjudication was also approved.
Council noted the Incorporation’s media
log, with around 33 articles/interviews since
June.

Council noted the points raised at a
recent CDM Review meeting, chaired by

Carol-Ann Hildersley
Senior Manager: Secretary & Treasurer’s Office
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Outwith

Membership Report
The following deaths were reported
with regret:

Reinstatements to full Membership:

Elections to Membership:

James Baird rias riba

Roz Barr rias riba

Andrew Imrie rias

Christopher T Butler-Cole rias

Moira Blane rias riba

Norman Marr frias

Alastair Cook rias riba

Alastair Bowden rias riba

Philip E Miller rias

Norman Smith Forsyth rias riba

Bonnie Luck Yin Chu rias riba

Andrew William Dougall Samuel frias

Charles Peter Fotheringham rias riba

Janet Marie Dunsmore rias riba

William Hamilton Sanders frias

Brian John Frew rias riba

Heather Jane Forsythe rias riba

Ronald Stevenson hon frias

Robert Nathan Harris rias riba

Michael Harvey rias riba

Alan Wightman frias

David Maison rias riba

Joseph Anthony Macneil rias riba

Nicola Mayer rias riba

Christopher MacPherson rias riba

Resignations reported:

Colin McColl rias riba

Matthew McKenna rias riba

Edward Anderson McHardy rias riba

Emma Mellanie Morton rias

Mary Arnold-Forster

Stephen James McLaren rias riba

Katharine Quinlan rias riba

Alan James Millar rias riba

Muhesh Kumar Saran rias riba

Removals reported:

Luke James Moloney rias riba

Greig Templeton rias riba

Martin John Hadlington

Niall Monaghan rias riba

Ruth Thomson rias

Johann Cathy Muldoon rias riba

Philip Walker rias riba

Gavin Percival Ross Murray rias riba

Transfers to Retired Membership
approved:
Frederick Marshall Hannah rias
Robin Macfarlane Hopkins rias
Brian Thomas Johnston rias riba
Alistair John Keith Smillie rias
Ian Roy Stewart rias riba
Leslie Hunter Welch rias riba

David Parr rias riba
Fiona Patterson rias riba
Alan Francis Phillips rias riba

Elections to Fellowship:
David Stillie frias riba

Jeffrey Bruce Soutar rias
Katherine Tatton rias riba

Elections to Academic Membership:
James Ewart Robertson

Fellowships which have now been
accepted:
Michael (Mick) Duncan frias
David George Leslie frias riba
Michael Tastard frias

Transfers to Retired Fellowship
approved:
Michael James Rasmussen frias riba

Elections to Student Membership:
Carl Baker
Rose-Marie Botfield
Grigor M Brown

Transfers from Retired to full
Membership:
John (Jack) Keddie rias

David Antonio Vila Domini
Nicola Jackson
Adam Thomas Kelly
Andrew Knox
Vsevolod Kondratiev-Popov
Kathryn Jane Lee
Fiona MacDonald
Anna Mackenzie
Samuel Macro
Beverly Mortimer
Leonie Josephine Neuweger
Vsevolod Kondratiev-Popov
Neal Whitaker
Aidan Williams

Charlene Rankin
Manager: Membership / RIAS Consultancy
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Honorary Fellowships
David Narro Hon FRIAS
David is a Chartered Structural and Civil
Engineer with over 30 years experience.
He has a special interest in ‘architectural’
engineering and in conservation and
remedial works. David has been an advisor
to Edinburgh New Town Conservation
Committee on their new handbook, served
on the RIAS Conservation Committee and
is an external tutor at Edinburgh University
Department of Architecture.
David is an Approved Certifier and a
Board Member of the Scottish Registration
Board, dealing with applications to become
Approved Certifiers. He was Chairman of the
Scottish Branch of the Institution of Structural
Engineers for the session 2003-2004. He
also served on the Council, the Professional
Conduct Committee and the Strategy Study
Steering Group of the Institution of Structural
Engineers in London. He was elected to its
Council for 2006-2009.
As an engineer, David Narro is a widely
respected advisor, particularly on projects
affecting historic buildings where appropriate
contemporary intervention presents
substantial challenges. Over the last twenty
years David Narro Associates has worked on
over 4000 projects, many of which have won
significant acclaim. Among the practice’s best
known projects are the National Museum,
Edinburgh, An Turas, Tiree (both Doolan
Award winners) Traquair House, Stirling
Tolbooth, Lambs House, Culloden Visitor
Centre and numerous commercial, domestic,
health and schools projects.

David Narro is awarded the
Incorporation’s Honorary
Fellowship for services to the
built environment and heritage
of Scotland.
© Malcolm Cochrane

Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
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Professor Hiroaki Kimura Hon FRIAS

Professor Kimura with Iain Connelly PPRIAS
© Sam Patterson

Professor Hiroaki Kimura, Hiro to his

In 1997 Hiro became Associate Professor

delegates on their visit to Kyoto. He was

friends, was born in Osaka in 1952. After

in the Department of Environmental Design

subsequently invited to deliver the inaugural

his architectural studies at Osaka Technical

at Kobe Design University, becoming a full

Andy MacMillan Lecture as part of the annual

College, Hiro took his PhD at the Mackintosh

Professor in 2000. In 2006 he moved to take

RIAS/A+DS Student Awards.

School of Architecture, Glasgow School

up the post of Professor at Kyoto Institute

of Art, under the supervision of the late

of Technology. He has also lectured at the

Scotland. He has arguably done more than

Professor Andy MacMillan OBE FRIAS. He

Mackintosh School of Architecture and

any other Japanese architect to generate

received his doctorate in 1982, becoming the

teaches the Masters course at the Osaka

stronger bonds between our two nations.

first Japanese architect with a PhD on the

outpost of the Ecole Nationale Supérieure

work of Charles Rennie Mackintosh.

d’Architecture de Versailles.

In 1983 Hiro established Ks Architects at

In addition to numerous exhibitions,

Osaka. The practice was later renamed Ks

variously in Kobe, Tokyo and Osaka,

Architects/Hiroaki Kimura & Associates where

reviewing projects, concepts and

Hiro works alongside his wife, Keiko. The

masterplans, Hiroaki Kimura’s publications

practice’s award-winning projects include the

include Process: Architecture, Number 50:

Common City Hoshida Community Centre,

Charles Rennie Mackintosh, Tokyo (1984),

public housing in Osaka, The Ta House, Kobe

which he edited with a preface by Andy

Shichiya Hall, the Steel Sheet Farmhouse and

MacMillan, Sheet Steel House (2001) and

Teahouse which express traditional Japanese

Makkintosshu no Sekai (The World of

building forms through an eponymous

Mackintosh) (2002).

contemporary materials palette, his own

Hiroaki is a good friend to Glasgow and

Professor Hiroaki Kimura is
awarded the Incorporation’s
Honorary Fellowship for
services to the study of Charles
Rennie Mackintosh and ScottishJapanese relations.

Hiro was also long time President of

home near Osaka and Kobe Shinsei Baptist

the Japanese Charles Rennie Mackintosh

Church. The practice also recently completed

Society in Tokyo. Recently he was a hugely

the new events and ceremonial hall at Kyoto

generous expert architectural guide to then

Institute of Technology.

RIAS President Iain Connelly and his fellow

Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
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Obituaries
Thomas McPherson Berry RIAS RIBA

Frederick John Lloyd Steeds
RIAS

25 March 1927 to 17 February 2015

9 July 1923 to May 2015
District General Hospitals at Gartnavel
in Glasgow, and as assistant on, inter alia,
Glasgow Sheriff Court. From 1982 onwards
he did contract work in Glasgow and London
in Chapman Taylor and BDP. He retired in
1991.
Tom was held in high regard by his
colleagues. His great interest in buildings
never waned. He was a lover of the great
outdoors all his life, liked walking holidays,
staying in hostels the length and breadth of
the UK. Retirement gave him the opportunity
to continue his hobbies – woodcraft of all

Fred Steeds was born on 9th July 1923 in

types and a particular talent for miniature

Battlefield, Glasgow. He was educated at the

versions of designer chairs.

High School of Glasgow. Leaving school in

He was an avid reader, a writer and lover

1940 he was immediately called into the RAF

of poetry, some of which was published

where he served as Aircraft Controller until

Thomas McPherson Berry (Tom) was born

and broadcast, and he loved both classical

after the war. After studies at the Glasgow

in Barrhead on 25th March 1927, the youngest

music and jazz. In recent years as his mobility

School, Fred first worked in Glasgow before

of four brothers. Educated in Barrhead and

declined, cared for by his wife and then in

accepting a post in Vancouver. He spent

in Paisley, Tom was called up to undertake

respite care, he continued to enjoy reading.

several happy years there before returning,

his National Service in the RAF, training in

via a short stint back in Glasgow, to accept

Wiltshire before being posted to India just

the post of Deputy Director of Planning for

before Partition.

Edinburgh in 1965. Latterly he acted up as
Director.

After being demobbed he started his

In Edinburgh he made many friends.

architectural training, apprenticed at SCWS
and studying at the part-time course at

He was a member of the Scottish Arts Club

Glasgow School of Art. In February 1950 he

and the Gramophone Club and for many

married Jolly and settled in the Gold Coast

years made a pilgrimage to the Aldeburgh

and later Nigeria.

Festival. His interest in the arts in general
was extensive, and he was a supporter of

His spell in Africa had its benefits – at the
end of each of his Crown Agents contracts,

orchestras, galleries, building preservation

he was entitled to a number of weeks’ paid

and more. He maintained a wide circle

leave. This allowed the family to travel

of friends who appreciated his worldly

extensively within Africa, the Sudan, to Egypt

knowledge, sense of fun and adventure and

and the pyramids, and extensively in Europe.

love of culture. He retained a very forward-

They had two sons. Sadly while the family

looking outlook though his artistic tastes

was still overseas one son died – a loss from

were rooted in the 1950s and 60s.
Fred enjoyed travel and in retirement

which Tom never fully recovered. The family

treated himself to a cruise or two a year, often

returned to Scotland.

on his favourite ship, Arcadia as well as return

Tom worked for some years at East
Kilbride Development Corporation,

visits to Canada and North America. After

continuing to travel when he could, to visit

he had a heart attack and a pacemaker he

architectural gems ancient and modern,

managed to continue living at home, enjoying

especially in the US. In 1965 he joined Keppie

shorter holidays closer to home. A new

Henderson and Partners where he spent

Jaguar was hired for a memorable day out in

the greater part of his working life as Project

celebration of his 90th birthday.

Architect for the first of the new Scottish
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Andrew William Dougall Samuel FRIAS
12 July 1937 to July 2015
Drew Samuel was an only child. After

economic growth and key industrial sectors.

schooling in Glasgow, latterly at Hutchesons

He also represented the CBI in meetings with

Grammar, where he excelled in sport he

Minsters. His development of the modern tax

progressed to the Glasgow School of

stamp for use in the Scotch whisky and drinks

Architecture. Much of his architectural career

industries has saved the drinks industry in

was undertaken through three businesses;

excess of an estimated £60 million.

Auchengillan Estates Limited, Andrew

Many of Drew’s professional and

Samuel & Co Limited Chartered Architects

charitable achievements are less well

in Glasgow, Callander and London and

known. Earlier in his career, he made a

Townhead Properties. His practice spanned

significant contribution to the development

residential developments, hospitals, shops,

and growth of tourism in the Stirlingshire

hotels, commercial and industrial premises

and Trossachs region. He was a founder

and airport work.

member and secretary of the Trossachs

Following his retirement in 2007, he

Tourist Association, subsequently becoming

donated many of his original drawings to the

honorary Vice President then honorary

Glasgow School of Art archives as well as to

President; Chairman of the East Central

International Canoe Federation, Scottish

the clients who had commissioned his work.

Tourist Association and of Stirling District

national racing coach, various positions

Tourist Association. He was also the

within committees and the council of the

broadened his professional portfolio by

initiator and then Director of the Trossachs

Scottish Canoe Association (1973-1981), and

taking on a senior management role in

International Water Festival and initiator

British representative on the Commonwealth

the family printing business, first as non-

of the Trossachs Report which resulted

Games Federation (1975-81). For many

executive director and then as managing

in the creation of the now world famous

years, Drew also maintained his kayaking

director, until his retirement, of Gavin Watson

West Highland Way and the Trossachs

entries within the Guinness Book of World

Limited, Printers, Glasgow.

and Loch Lomond National Park (1971). He

Records, including for the fastest crossing of

also initiated Scottish signposting (rivers,

the English Channel and the fastest passage

and ‘you lead from the front’, illustrated by

lochs, information centres, etc) which led

of Loch Ness. Drew formed the Trossachs

his routine of leaving home at 0500 most

to previously inaccessible forestry areas

Canoe and Boat Club.

mornings to open up the printing factory

being opened up to the general public; and a

Following his second marriage, Drew

His straplines were ‘you lead by example’

When time outside of his other

and being one of the last to leave. For much

member of the Scottish Tourist Consultative

commitments permitted it, Drew loved to

of his life, Drew also managed a significant

Committee, overseeing the Scottish Tourist

travel with his wife and wider family and

disability. With 70% deafness from a young

Board.

close friends, visiting many parts of the

age (diagnosed at the age of 11), he had to

He made many and significant

world including Europe, North, Central and

learn to lip read until he was 40 when he was

contributions, personally and through his

Latin America, Australia, New Zealand and

fitted with his first hearing aid.

businesses to many charities. He was also

the South Pacific, Africa, and Asia, with Bora

A significant focus for Drew since 1989

a proud and passionate Queen’s Scout,

Bora ranking highest in his estimation. He

was the Confederation of British Industries

becoming a Scout Leader in 1955. Drew

also enjoyed hill walking (particularly with

(CBI) of which he was a loyal, active, and

was an accomplished sportsman too,

his much loved Black Labradors), listening

long term member. Drew made invaluable

particularly in canoeing during the early

to classical music, and photography. He was

advisory contributions in such areas as the

1970s to early 1980s. Too numerous to list,

also very proud of his Scottish heritage, and

construction of new transport infrastructure;

his achievements included Scottish Kayak

was able to recite Tam O’Shanter off by heart,

improvements to the non-domestic rates

Champion and Marathon Champion, British

including from his hospice bed.

regime to assist small businesses; practical

Masters Champion, World Masters Kayak

advice about how to make the land-

Champion, World Marathon Championships,

grandfather, uncle, colleague, mentor, and

use planning system more efficient; the

Scottish and British kayak team member. His

friend, Drew leaves his beloved wife Mary,

development of balanced energy generation

training, coaching and executive positions, all

children, eight grandchildren and an enduring,

to achieve security of supply, meet the UK’s

undertaken on a voluntary basis, comprised

far-reaching, legacy.

CO2 obligations and competitive pricing; and

Scottish and British Canoe Team Manager,

an agenda for Scottish Enterprise to support

being the first Scottish official for the

A loving and loved husband, father,

Obituary supplied by Drew’s daughter,
Katja Samuel
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Obituaries
Norman Gray Marr RIAS

Phillip E Miller RIAS

19 May 1937 to 21 June 2015

January 1941 to May 2015
(Burnes) at Clochnahill, Kincardineshire.
An accomplished organist and organ
builder, he was secretary of the Scottish
Federation of Organists. For nearly fifty
years, he was organist of Gilcomston St
Colm’s (later Denbrun) Parish Church until
the kirk closed. Determined to complete his
half-century, he arranged for the building to
be reopened on the city’s Doors Open Day

Norman Marr, who has died aged 78, was

(helped by the fact that he chaired the Doors

a polymathic town planner, churchman,

Open organising committee), and he greeted

organist, marathon runner, architectural

visitors throughout the day with his organ

historian, walker, kilt wearer, speaker and wit

music. He succeeded Bob Cowie as organist

who put his head above the parapet to help

and choirmaster at Aberdeen’s principal

guard the architectural heritage of his native

church, St Nicholas Kirk, playing there until

city Aberdeen.

his death.

St Nicholas House was a case in point.

He ploughed his own furrow throughout

Opened in 1969, this multi-story council office

life, a loner but never alone. He thrived

block was viewed by many Aberdonians as

on company and regularly entertained at

an excrescence. In the run-up to demolition

his west end home. Until a decade ago, he

two years ago, Norman campaigned to keep

chaired, or was active on, some two dozen

it, pointing out that it was the only building of

local committees. As a choirmaster he created

its period in Aberdeen and therefore worthy

a choir some 74-strong.

of preservation.

© James I. Walker FRPS

Given early retirement, Norman
embarked on a new career as speaker,

Phillip Miller studied at Canterbury School

Marischal College, opened in 1906 and the

lecturing throughout north-east Scotland

of Architecture and qualified in 1970. He

largest white granite building in the world.

on history, architecture, church buildings

worked for the Royal Borough of Kensington

Staunch Aberdonian, Norman declaimed: “It’s

and walking the Deeside Line. He climbed

and Chelsea and made history in 1985 by

a product of Edwardian vulgarity…Aberdeen’s

the Munros as far as Rosshire. He produced

setting up a private practice, employing 20

answer to the Palace of Westminster.”

a stream of articles on Aberdeen worthies,

former staff from the Borough architects

churches, characters, hotels, buildings and

office. The office handled all architectural

sayings.

work for the Borough including the

He took an opposite view of the beautiful

Norman Gray Marr was born in Aberdeen
and educated at Aberdeen Grammar and the
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture. At

His own adages were pithy, pointed

restoration of the major part of Ampthill

reorganisation of local government in 1975,

and often not suitable for publication.

Park House, a Grade 2* house by Sir William

he was appointed director of planning for

He was made a knight of the Order of St

Chambers.

Kincardine and Deeside District Council.

John, invested in London at a ceremony in

Phillip left London in 1994 for

which Nelson Mandela was also honoured.

Aberdeenshire to realise a lifelong dream to

sites along the Deeside Line, closed by Dr

Not greatly interested in sport, Norman

restore Cairness House by James Playfair. He

Beeching in 1966, from being built over. His

nevertheless took up running in his 40s,

was also the recognised expert on the works

councillors overruled his recommendations.

ultimately completing 20 marathons, from the

of Decimus Burton. Throughout his life he

He did, however, save the royal station

Black Isle to Bolton.

exercised his passions as a lecturer, collector

One battle he lost was to prevent station

at Ballater (ironically almost completely
destroyed by fire in May).
In private life, he led the restoration of the

Latterly he suffered from prostate cancer
effacing to the last, he asked that his death

gravestones of Robert Burns’ grandparents

notice should state his funeral had already

in Glenbervie Kirkyard and was involved

taken place.

in the erection of a roadside monument
remembering Burns’ father William Burns

94

and an inspiration and a guide to the young.

and died after contracting pneumonia. Self-

Extracted from The Herald obituary by
Gordon Casely

Obituary supplied by Phillip’s wife, Pat
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Ronald Stevenson Hon FRIAS
6 March 1928 to 20 March 2015

© David Macleod

Ronald Stevenson was a prolific and

for Peter Pears for the Aldeburgh Fesival

influential composer and performer. He was

in 1971, the Piano Concerto No 1 with the

a musical visionary and conceived works on a

Scottish National Orchestra under Alexander

grand and imposing scale.

Gibson in 1966 and in 1995 the SNO

His choral symphony, Ben Dorian, took
Stevenson more than 20 years to compose
and was scored for two choirs and two

commissioned him to write a cello concerto
in memory of Jacqueline du Pré.
Stevenson’s Second Piano Concerto was

orchestras. Stevenson could envisage music

first heard at the 1972 Proms with the New

on a monumental scale and also in more

Philharmonia Orchestra and in 1992 Yehudi

intimate solo compositions; he brought to all

Menuhin commissioned him to write a Violin

his works a freshness and originality allied to

Concerto which he conducted with Hu Kun

a vision of life as a vast spectrum of human

as soloist and the BBC Scottish Symphony

experience.

Orchestra in Glasgow.

After school in Blackburn, Stevenson

He composed chamber works and

studied at the Royal Northern College of

many hundreds of piano pieces and

Music where he majored in composition and

songs. His transcriptions varied widely

the piano – graduating with special distinction

and his enthusiasm for the music of Percy

in 1948. He then studied orchestration at the

Grainger led him to engage in a lengthy

Conservatorio di Santa Cecilia in Rome and

correspondence with the composer which

in 1950 moved to Scotland, settling in West

was published under the title Comrades in

Linton in 1955. He was a man with strong left-

Arms.

wing political beliefs and as a pacifist refused

As a pianist Stevenson was hugely

to do national service – spending the two

respected by audiences all round the

years in jail.

world. His touch for the keys was extremely

Stevenson was a renowned musicologist

sensitive and absolutely in keeping with the

and lecturer. He held senior lecturing posts

mood of the piece. His portrait, by Victoria

at the University of Cape Town, the Shanghai

Crowe, hangs in the Scottish National

Conservatory of Music, at the Juilliard School,

Portrait Gallery. Stevenson married Marjorie

New York and at Melbourne University.

Spedding in 1952. She and their son and two

It was his compositions that brought

daughters survive him.

him attention throughout the musical world.
Apart from his renowned Passacaglia there
was the splendid song cycle, Border Boyhood

Extracted from The Scotsman obituary by
Alasdair Steven

Obituaries which are read out
at RIAS Council are published
in RIAS Quarterly

95

RIAS Quarterly Autumn 2015

Contacting RIAS
By telephone

By fax

By email

By post

+44 (0) 131 229 7545

+44 (0) 131 228 2188

info@rias.org.uk

15 Rutland Square
Edinburgh
eh1 2be

Carol-Ann Hildersley
Senior Manager: Secretary and
Treasurer’s Office

Louise McLeod
Senior Manager: Finance and
Administration

Maryse Richardson
Senior Manager: Practice

childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the
Secretary’s and President’s offices,
oversight of communications and
events, administration and minuting
of PPC and Council, research, CoEditor of RIAS Quarterly. Delivery of
RIAS communications, events and
awards.

lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible
for all human resource and central
services functions including
finance, audit, salaries, pensions,
member pensions, annual contracts,
insurances, personnel, recruitment,
membership, staff management, IT,
health & safety, the building.

mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice
Services, secretariat for RIAS Practice
committees and production of
quarterly Practice Information, legal
and contractual queries, maintaining
the RIAS suite of Standard Forms,
managing dispute resolution expert
panels, management of conservation
and sustainability accreditation.

Liz Baillie
Project Officer: Festival 2016 p/t

Stuart Bryce
Manager: Bookshop p/t

Elaine Dobie
Practice Administrator

Karen Cunningham
Director: Festival 2016 p/t

liz.baillie@rias.org.uk
Joined: July 2015. Project management
and delivery of specific major content
of the 2016 Festival programme,
co-ordination of the public appeal
and expert panel liaison on Scotstyle,
taking direction from the Festival
Director and from RIAS.

bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: September 2012. Managing
RIAS Bookshop, including sales
of architectural appointments,
certificates, administrations forms
and up-to-date and archived building
contracts. Telephone, website and
direct sale to members and the public
of RIAS publications and a wide range
of architectural books.

edobie@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2013. Practice Services
support, administers conservation
and sustainability accreditation
schemes and the RIAS Energy Design
Certification Scheme. Co-ordinates
the e-PI Bulletin, Practice Services
website updates and online research.

karen.cunningham@rias.org.uk
Joined: February 2015. Overall
direction of the Festival with specific
responsibility for staffing, funding
oversight, media relations, planning
and delivery of core programme,
PR and marketing. Co-ordination of
the Festival partnershp forum and
support for partner activity.

Jon Jardine
Graphic/IT Designer: RIAS and
Festival 2016

Maureen Johnstone
Senior Finance and Administration
Assistant

Hayley Kyle
Finance and Administration
Assistant

Marilyn Leishman
Receptionist / Bookshop Assistant
p/t

jon.jardine@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2014. All RIAS graphic
and IT design, marketing productions
and co-ordinating approach across
all platforms and continuity in visual
productions and publications,
particularly RIAS Quarterly, core
aspects of the 2016 programme,
coordination of inputs.

mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for
finance and central services, financial
processing and filing, coordination of
internal room bookings, oversight of
RIAS catering and meeting set-ups,
assisting membership, post and mail,
management of office recycling.

hayley.kyle@rias.org.uk
Joined: July 2015. To provide
additional support to finance and
central services functions, financial
processing and filing, assisting with
catering and meeting set-ups, post
and mail and to provide cover for
reception and other departments.

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with
incoming calls, meeting and greeting,
opening and logging mail for
distribution, ordering stationery
and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings
file, bookshop cover and support.

Senior Management

Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
Secretary and Treasurer
nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of
RIAS policy, governance, business
planning and budgets. Overall
responsibility for the Incorporation’s
membership services, Consultancy,
Practice Services, accreditation
schemes, events, publications,
outreach, political liaison, CPD,
educational initiatives and awards.

Staff
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Staff continued

Veronica Low
Manager: Commercial
vlow@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2011. Advertising sales
and sponsorship for the RIAS
Quarterly. Sale and distribution of
RIAS publications and space rentals
in Rutland Square. Also responsible
for sponsorship liaison for RIAS
events and the 2016 Festival of
Architecture.

Laura Sandilands
RIAS Co-ordinator: Festival 2016
laura.sandilands@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2014. RIAS 2016
programme development and
delivery and coordination of Chapter
content, taking direction from RIAS
and working closely with the Festival
Director. Venue planning and event
liaison on all content.

Emma Lucas
Communications and Events
Assistant
emma.lucas@rias.org.uk
Joined: July 2015. Event Management,
internal communication including
website content management,
editorial assistance for RIAS
Quarterly, e-bulletins, media
monitoring, awards coordination.
Responsible for Online Directory and
job ads.

Lorraine Sutherland
Senior Receptionist / Bookshop
Assistant p/t
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with
incoming calls, meeting and greeting,
opening and logging mail for
distribution, ordering stationery
and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings
file, general administration duties.
Bookshop cover and support.

Janet Nixon
Manager: SBCC p/t
jnixon@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2014. Ensuring that
the RIAS contract for the Scottish
Building Contract Committee’s
endeavours is effectively delivered,
including new contracts, online
provision, annual lecture and annual
conference. Support for SBCC
Drafting Committee and Board.

Charlene Rankin
Manager: Membership / RIAS
Consultancy
crankin@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2002. Management
of Membership and Members’
data, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish
Community Projects Fund, Architect
in the Hoose (charity fundraising
campaign) and the RIAS Clients
Advisory Service.

Lily
Office Dog p/t
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to
maintain a stress-free working
environment, occasionally enliven
meetings and ensure a focus on the
key agenda priorities (biscuits and
sandwiches). Introduces a Zen-like
calm by generally wandering about
and sleeping under desks.

Advisors

Marjorie Appleton FRIAS
Practice Services Consultant p/t

Brian Moore Hon FRIAS
Director: Consultancy p/t

John Norman Hon FRIAS
Accountant p/t

mappleton@rias.org.uk
Joined September 2010. Advises on
Practice Information and matters
relating to its publication, content
and delivery. Oversees the content,
design and development of all
technical information issued to
practices and chartered practices.

bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of
architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects
and improving procurement in
architecture by ensuring value-based
selection procedures in all RIAS
Competitions.

jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget,
quarterly accounts and detaied
reporting to Council, annual statutory
accounts for RIAS charity and RIAS
Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger
management/supervision, RIAS/RIBA
membership reconciliations, annual
audit, payroll issues, other tax and
financial issues, as required.
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Stunning and
affordable design
Four complementary designs for creative
solutions in universities, colleges,
schools and offices.
• Class 33 rating for heavy commercial use
• Carries the BRE ‘A’ rating
• Extensive colour palette to meet the
toughest design brief
• Certified Cradle to Cradle®

Essence Structure 9920

For samples or pricing enquiries
please email service-uk@desso.com or
telephone 01235 554848

Essence Collection

THE ULTIMATE
FLOORING EXPERIENCE
A Tarkett Company

Delivering
solutions for
sustainable
buildings

Multi-Comfort
Buildings
We spend up to 90% of our time
indoors. So the buildings we live,
work or play in every day have a
significant impact on our comfort,
health and wellbeing. Imagine a
building that’s not just good for
the environment, but good for
you.

learn more at
www.saint-gobain.scot

The many faces of Saint-Gobain operating in Scotland

Sustainable
Building Solutions
Saint-Gobain is the reference for
sustainable habitat providing a range
of innovative and high-performance
product solutions for all areas of the
built environment - whether it’s the
construction of a new housing estate,
school, hospital or office development or
the renovation of existing homes.

We are celebrating our 350th
anniversary in 2015 – a
landmark milestone
350 reasons to believe in the
future

Learn more at www.saint-gobain.scot or call 07803 146295

Peace of mind.
For thirty years RIAS Insurance Services has offered
professional indemnity insurance that provides peace of mind
(one less thing to trip-up on!).

For further information contact Susan Riccio,
RIAS Insurance Services, Orchard Brae House, 30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 2HS
Tel: 0131 311 4212 Fax: 0131 311 4280 susan.riccio@marsh.com
RIASIS is a trading name of Marsh Ltd. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

