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#1 We BelIeve In UrBan DanISh DeSIgn

danish design is not
only to be enjoyed
by a few danes
Danish design is our legacy, but a great legacy should always be balanced by
innovation and new ideas. BoConcept has taken the great traditions of Danish
design to the world’s big cities and made it our own. We call it Urban Danish
Design. It has the comfort and simplicity from Danish design and the vibe you
get from urban.
Discounts are available for contract accounts or client introductions.
Delivery available throughout Scotland. Call for your free design catalogue.

boConcept glasgow, 257 sauchiehall street, glasgow. 0141 341 4920 www.boconcept.co.uk
also in harrods Knightsbridge, selfridges oxford st, tottenham Court Road, Kingston & notting hill london
and bournemouth, leeds, Manchester & newcastle.

Contract
accounts
available

As the building was being
designed, one important
question kept being asked...

...Do I have
to Install
sprInklers?

ARCHITECT SERVICES
Smoke Control Systems

Designed to prevent the build-up and spread of hot
fire gases and thereby control fire spread, or prevent
the onset of untenable conditions prior to the safe
evacuation of all occupants.

Fire Escape Designs

Demonstrate that all occupants can make a safe escape
in the event of a fire.

CFD Modelling

Bespoke fire engineered designs to meet the
requirements of performance based building codes.

The use of computer modelling to predict the movement
of smoke and fire gases within a building. In addition, it
can be used to identify areas of building structures liable
to localized extremes of temperatures during a fire.

Fire Strategies

Fire Risk Assessments

Fire Engineering Solutions

Designed to demonstrate the effectiveness of building
designs in relation to fire safety.

Provided to architects or project managers as part of the
handing over process for buildings.

For a FREE consultation to find out what fire engineering
can do for you please contact Sandy Killbourn on
T: 01786 449944 • E: enquiry@g-fire.co.uk
www.gartcarronfireengineering.co.uk

FE
GARTCARRON FIRE ENGINEERING Ltd.

Designing buildings to save life
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so long…
and thanks for all the chicken dinners!
This is my last time of writing as RIAS President. Although the
Presidency is not a full time activity it can be pretty full on at
times. It will be strange to go back to just the day job.
Over the last two years the Incorporation has been pretty
preoccupied on procurement, we have also worked to improve
online and printed communications, launched a very significant
and popular new set of awards (see page 17 to 30 of this issue) and
looked to the future with a good deal of preparatory work towards
marking the RIAS’ centenary in 2016.
Working within the RIAS’ machine you appreciate just how
much is done by the volunteers at Chapter and national level for
this member owned and led organisation and how much the staff
at HQ deliver. That said, you do, every now and again, get pulled
up short. One recent letter, from a former member, suggested that
the Incorporation wasn’t up to much. I hope my response (copied
in full below – with only one editorial tweak, the removal of the
specific Chapter name) doesn’t sound too defensive.
“Thank you for your recent letter indicating that you are
considering re-joining the Incorporation. Your membership
would be appreciated and would add to the RIAS’ strength as the
representative body for Scotland’s architects.
As you may have noted the Incorporation’s membership has
gradually increased over the last five years. With nearly 4,300
members across our various categories, more than at any time
in the organisation’s history, our voice has never been stronger.
Against the most challenging business climate ever for the
profession this increased membership roll is an endorsement of
the breadth of RIAS and Chapter endeavour. The willingness of
our membership to pay their annual dues is, of itself, indicative
that the Incorporation is delivering services which are valued by
the membership. It is a member owned, member led, organisation
with robust governance which encourages all of its members to
participate fully in its activities and endeavours. It is governed by
a Council fully representative of the membership which is derived
from all of the Chapters and through annual national elections. It
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is therefore very much the ‘democratically organised association of
professional architects’ you are seeking.
You question what you consider our ‘ambiguous’ claim to
be Scotland’s “foremost architectural professional institute”.
In truth that is not a difficult claim to substantiate, given that
the RIAS is the only representative body for architects with any
significant membership numbers within Scotland (operating,
of course, in partnership with RIBA – particularly on our lobby
at UK Government level). My response on this is not facetious,
merely reflective of the truth of a statement which is more about
giving the general public a ‘handle’ on the role of the organisation
than communicating with those already in the know – i.e. our
members.
Your criticism that we are failing in our Charter goal to
“maintain the status and protect the interests of the profession”
touches on a more complex series of issues. If you review the
membership benefits detailed on our website and those of the
RIAS’ Chapters, you will be fully aware of the breadth of the
Incorporation’s endeavours. Our undertakings in the public
sphere, awards, events, press/media communications, the
Quarterly and publications are reflective of an organisation which
is outward facing. A look over our last two annual reports (included
in the summer 2011 and summer 2012 issues of the Quarterly on
the website) indicates significant cross party political liaison and
a close involvement with every item of Scottish Government
legislation which has affected the profession. Our Cross Party
Group in the Parliament is particularly strong and effective.
We have robust accreditation, dispute resolution and expert
witness nomination processes. Our raising of the Scottish Futures
Trust’s threshold from £750k to £3.5m has helped construction
SMEs and architects throughout Scotland and the Scottish
Government Construction Procurement Review, prompted by
Building a Better Future?, has the potential to improve the lot of
every architect who bids for any public work. These are big results
for a small organisation – and one which, incidentally doubles

malcolm cochrane

regulars // FROM THE PRESIDENT
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every pound paid in subscription fees – to spend two pounds to
the benefit of our members and architecture in Scotland.
You advocate a survey of our membership on every aspect of
the RIAS’ undertakings. Previous such endeavours have proved
ineffectual with too low a response to give any representative
impression of the profession’s views. Your suggestion of a
‘mandatory enquiry’ would not work. We have never mandated
our membership. The relationship between the RIAS and its
members is one of mutual support and it would be inappropriate
and potentially vexatious to impose in the way you suggest.
Unfortunately survey responses in the past have been around
3 to 5%. That is understandable, our members are too busy trying
to earn a living to be bothered by what might be construed as
merely self-seeking enquiries from the RIAS. Yet in much that
we do from day to day we are gauging the response of members.
They use the website, respond to the twice monthly ebulletins,
participate, in very significant numbers, in awards, in CPD, in a
multiplicity of events, in our accreditation, energy design, expert,
adjudication and mediation panels. They enthuse about the
Quarterly, Practice Services, our Chartered Practice scheme and
many members at both Chapter and national level participate
actively and constructively in the work of the Incorporation to
make life better for all of Scotland’s architects. Our committee
structure addresses every aspect of the RIAS’ undertakings and
feeds directly into RIAS Council – ensuring that members are at
the heart of everything we do. Your criticism is a criticism of their
selfless voluntary endeavour.
And yes, we are up for the challenge of your re-joining the RIAS
and becoming an active participant both at Chapter and national
level. If you are registered with the ARB you are eligible to join. You
can then participate actively in the work of both your local Chapter
and the Incorporation – having an input to the member led focus
and strategy of the Incorporation. Then you will have the voice you
seek and the Incorporation’s voice will be strengthened – by one
more vociferous member!”
Sad to say no membership application yet. But it was good to
get all of that off my chest!
The sometimes twice weekly RIAS Presidential train to
and from Aberdeen gives you time to think. If I didn’t believe
profoundly that the Royal Incorporation is an important and
highly beneficial asset for its owners – our members, trust me
ScotRail’s coffers would be much depleted.

The Incorporation can’t sort the economy, it can’t generate
the billions of pounds worth of new work that our profession and
our country desperately needs to drag us out of the doldrums.
But it can keep the profession well informed and ensure we are
up to speed with the ever changing vagaries of the legislative and
regulatory regimes within which we must work. It can empower us
and keep us ahead of the game in all the areas where it contributes
to our education, professional standing and expertise. It helps
keep our politicians on their toes and has an excellent media
network to celebrate our achievements and report when we are on
the offensive. Enough sounding of trumpets for the Incorporation
– a task I must soon pass to my successor.
In conclusion I must thank our excellent Council. The hugely
generous volunteer members of our plethora of committees and
my predecessor David Dunbar PPRIAS, an unfailing source of
support and excellent advice. I congratulate our President Elect,
Iain Connelly and commend him to you – he will, I know, do an
excellent job. Lastly the RIAS staff who do way more for us than it
would be reasonable to expect.
Singling out individuals for specific commendation seems
somewhat invidious but Carol-Ann Hildersley does the most
extraordinary job in managing both the President’s and the
Secretary’s offices and her skills as a logistical magician must save
the RIAS a small fortunate. A final, personal thank you to our
redoubtable Secretary, Neil. The fact that he became Hon FRIAS
in March 2013, with the resounding endorsement of Council and
without him knowing anything before his award was announced,
pleases me. Three reasons; Neil’s Fellowship was on my watch,
it demonstrates that our Council really can keep a secret and
it confirms that Neil’s too frequent ability to know stuff before
everyone else is thoroughly fallible – reassuring!
Serving the RIAS and the profession has been a pleasure and a
privilege. The five letter suffix ‘PRIAS’ has been an honour. On the
other hand ‘PP’ sounds more like something you’d ask the dog to
do quickly on a cold night than a membership category. I suspect
however that for both me and the dog it will come as something
of a relief!

sholto humphries
president
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REGULARS // ARCHIVAL
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON FRIAS, A FORMER EDITOR OF THE RIAS MEMBERS’ JOURNAL CONTINUES HIS REGULAR SERIES

FROM OUR ARCHIVE
55 years ago
RIAS PROPECT no.9,spring 1958

A re-assessment of Bauhaus and the
relationship between Art and Science in
architecture took on increased significance
in the 1950’s when it seemed that
technology offered all the answers…
‘Common Ground’ by Henry Hellier
Whist it is probably superfluous to
trace the history of the Bauhaus or to
comment on the work of its founder and
its distinguished staff, personal “Gallup”
enquiries have shown that little is known
of its curriculum and principles among
students.
Briefly the curriculum had three
stages. First the preliminary course,
which gave elementary instruction in
problems of form, combined with practical
experiments in different materials, in
order to establish a particular dexterity on
the part of the student. This lasted for six
months. Secondly, instruction in a craft
in one of the workshops and advanced
instruction in form - three years. Thirdly,
instruction in architecture.
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There were workshops for sculpture,
carpentry, metalwork, pottery, stained
glass, murals, and weaving. Later came
the stage-workshops, display, typography,
and photography. Instruction in form ie
the artistic training, aimed at an objective
tuition in the basic laws of form and colour
and their primary conditions. This was
to provide the pupil with the necessary
equipment to give tangible shape to his
own creative instincts. The instruction in
form was divided into three main subjects,
observation, representation, and design.
Observation consisted of the study of
nature and materials- it strengthened
the respect for reality and dissipated the
vague aestheticism of the academies.
Representation consisted of the study of
volume, colour and composition.
And now the principles....
- that most students should face the
fact that their future will be involved
primarily with industry and massproduction rather than with individual
craftsmanship,
- that teachers in schools of design
should be men who are in advance of
their profession rather than safely and
academically in the rearguard,
- that the school of design should, as
the Bauhaus did, bring together the
various arts of painting, architecture,
theatre,
photography,
weaving,
typography, etc into a synthesis which
disregards conventional distinctions
between the ‘fine’ and ‘applied’ arts,
- that it is harder to design a first rate
chair than to paint a second-rate
painting- and much more useful,
- that a school of design should have
on its faculty the purely creative and

disinterested artist such as the easelpainter as a spiritual counterpart to
the practical technician in order that
they may work and teach side by side
for the benefit of the student,
- that thorough manual experience of
materials is essential to students of
design, experience at first confined to
free experiment and then extended to
practical shop-work,
- that the study of rational design
in terms of technics and materials
should be only the first step in the
development of a new and modern
sense of beauty,
- and lastly that the student architect
or designer, because he lives in the
twentieth century, should be offered
no refuge in the past, but should be
equipped for the modern world in its
various aspects, artistic, technical,
social, economic, and spiritual. In this
way he may function in society not as
a decorator, but as a vital participant.

25 years ago
PROPECT no.33, spring 1988
In 1988 Prospect’s Executive Editor,
John Forbes, celebrated Glasgow once
again being ‘significant’ and credited its
regeneration to “vitality that can be seen in
the schemes being assembled by developers,
architects, planners and councillors.”
Palpable excitement gripped the city in
anticipation of: The Garden Festival; a
unique joint RIBA and RIAS Convention;
and its forthcoming designation as
European City of Culture 1990.
Over recent years the problem of
regeneration of the city has been
extensively described in the press. It
manifests itself in a feeling of vigorous

S P R I N G 2 013 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

optimism and confidence which expresses
itself in many different areas of the Arts.
In painting, the international success
of painters like Steven Campbell, Adrian
Wisznieski, Peter Howson, Ken Currie has
not only benefited them as individuals and
Glasgow as a city but has also focussed
attention on the Glasgow School of Art
and the Third Eye Centre and made it
easier for recent graduates such as Steven
Conroy, Joseph Davie and Joseph Nevin to
make their work known.
In fashion “Glasgow Style” Shows
have been successfully put on in the city
and abroad. In Industrial Design the
exhibition “New Lights Glasgow” showed
an intriguing array of artefacts, while
in graphics “Graven Images” has been
responsible for establishing the corporate
image of these exhibitions and shows.
In the performance field, Mayfest
has grown in 5 years to become an
International Festival hosting hundreds of
national and international performances.
It is expected that being hosts of the 1990
European City of Culture will consolidate
these emerging forces.
John Forbes

Throughout architecture and design there
is a new generation of practitioners whose
attention is focused on the city. At an
international level they are influenced by
the widespread failure of Modernism to
come up with a desirable model for urban
living. Rather than formulating utopian
visions for total urban redevelopment they
are looking at the existing urban context
with the aim of developing a strategy for
reconstruction based on small individual
interventions. These urban interventions
stem from a careful analysis of the existing
urban structure and building typology.
In Glasgow the efforts of these
architects are focused on reinforcing the
remains of the urban structure of the
Merchant and Victorian cities by analysing
the existing building typology. (ie the
tenement, the warehouse, etc.) finding
new uses for redundant building types and
developing new types based on a tradition
of urban living.
Chris Hermansen

1 year ago
RIAS QUARTERLY no.9,spring 2012
Robin Watson RIAS reminisced and
reminded us of the value of the student year
out in the development of the individual
and of the profession.
‘A Year Out Tale’ by Robin Watson
RIAS
In an earlier recession in 1980, I got the
nod from a fellow Edinburgh University
student that Sir Basil Spence’s practice
had a precious job vacancy. I still recall
the first impact of Spence’s beautifully
hand-drawn sketches of his Port Seton
housing, framed, in pride of place, in the
entrance hall. I knew of Spence and his

international reputation – we all did; but
this was genuinely special.
I started the following week on
phase 4 of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary
redevelopment, joining a team of 12 led
by Jimmy Beveridge, Colin Milne, and a
youthful Mike Towers. I eagerly set about
my task with Rotring pens, clutch pencil
and set square. CAD was in its infancy, in
the hands of a select band of mavericks;
the beast was still so primitive that it had
to be restrained in enormous cupboards,
their tape drives generating heat and
noise.
Spence himself had long since
departed but it was impossible to miss
his influence. I recall two features as the
defining characteristics of the Spence
approach. Firstly, the design concept
was stripped down to its essential
core. Most Spence concepts could be
communicated effectively on a postage
stamp. Significantly though, this design
simplicity could only become a beautiful
built reality through rigorous attention
to detail. This was not just construction
detail, but meticulous material selection,
specification and workmanship, the
recording and administration of the
contractual process.
Thirty years on, having been in private
practice in Scotland for all of that period,
I really appreciate how lucky I was to have
secured that precious year out position.
Spence himself trained in the office of Sir
Edwyn Lutyens. Many successful practices
trace their roots to this lineage and I know
this pride is shared by all.
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impressions of... nice

ian stuart campbell hon frias offers some ‘snaps’, sketches and personal reflections on nice

flower market, old town, nice
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HARBOUR BASIN

ILLUMINATED SCULPTURE

PLACE MASSENA

HARBOUR FESTIVAL

NICE TRAMS

place garibaldi

old town

It is easy to overlook Nice en route to the
Cote d’Azur. The city’s port, airport and rail
links now represent the main international
arrival points for a large number of chic
destinations from Cannes to Monaco.
This stretch of the French Riviera has
long been appreciated for its balmy climate
and clear skies and became extremely
popular in the 18th Century for both

tourism and astronomy. The latter resulted
in a very special commission for two of
France’s best-known architects. Charles
Garnier and Gustave Eiffel joined forces
to build the Observatoire de Nice on Mont
Gros (1881) which for a time was a unique
facility.
The Promenade des Anglais was built
to accommodate huge volumes of winter

nice port

tourists from Victorian England. This wide
waterfront follows the beach along the full
length of the Bay of Angels and allows Nice
to promote an unusual green ‘transfer’
option for air travellers. It may be ‘tonguein-cheek’ but suggestions that fit-folk can
easily walk - or cycle - from the airport to
the City Centre at least offers an interim
alternative until the proposed East-West

13
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impressions of...
bay of angels, nice

colline du chateau, nice

tram-line is built connecting the Old Town
and the airport.
Construction work for the new line
is due to commence in 2013 and reach
completion in 2016. It should be easy
to add rail lines along a virtually flat
waterfront but as usual with prestigious
infrastructure projects a more ambitious
route is planned. The proposal adopted
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involves building underground with
subterranean stations to avoid detrimental
effects on historic areas and key buildings.
The city comprises distinct districts.
Furthest east the deep water port at
Villefranche has colourful apartments
and hillside houses perched above a
fisherman’s quay and is recognisable from
Bond movies. Across the Mont Boron

promontory the Port of Nice has tall
Italianate facades around a rectangular
harbour basin. This area feels compact and
contained by its topography. Further west
the rocky outcrop at Colline du Chateau
provides another lush landscape backdrop
and visually separates the Port from the
Bay of Angels.
The connurbation further west was

S P R I N G 2 013 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

PLACE MASSENA, NICE

OLD BASIN, PORT OF NICE

VILLEFRANCHE SUR MER QUAYSIDE, NICE

originally divided by the River Paillon
which is now culverted. The resulting
landscaped Place Massena makes it easy to
move between modern Nice, the Old Town,
Jardin Albert I and the waterfront. This
could make an excellent uncomplicated
route for the proposed airport tram and
would integrate with the first phase tram
line already built and opened in 2007.

Fears that Nice is moving towards a
tram debacle are quelled locally by the
success of this first line. It is well used,
convenient and attractive. The rails run
across manicured lawns through public
gardens and trains cross the entire length
of Place Massena without unsightly
overhead cables (Edinburgh take note!).
In Nice there is no doubt that the initial

line has given the public huge enthusiasm
for trams. Assuming the next phase can be
delivered successfully it will transform the
Riviera traffic environment and perhaps
even reduce congestion among joggers and
walkers making their way to and from the
airport.
Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS
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We know Education.

Design, safety and performance
were our design team’s key
considerations when creating
all of our education range.
From nurseries to universities,
we’re committed to raising
the standard of our children’s
washrooms.

Anti-finger trap hinges

Excellent service

We know washrooms.
Call 01474 353333 www.venesta.co.uk
10-year guarantee

Low-cost cubicles

We know education washrooms.
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rias awards 2013
supported by

the judges of this year’s awards are iain
connelly, president elect rias, doctor joyce
deans cbe pprias, kathy li from the mackintosh
school of architecture, lori mcelroy of sust.

and roger stephenson obe of roger stephenson
studio. the following pages illustrate
this year’s shortlisted schemes with brief
comments from iain connelly.
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An Cridhe

Melrose

Isle of Coll

£3.2m (Approx.)

£999,600

LDN Architects

Anderson Bell Christie

paul zanre

Abbotsford Visitor Reception Building

The form of this building is deceptively simple and
thoroughly appropriate to the island vernacular. What it

andrew lee

delivers is of huge social value.

Tourist visitors now demand dedicated facilities which
frequently cannot be easily incorporated within historic
attractions. This is achieved very deftly and attractively
here.
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THE Barony Centre

Edinburgh

North Ayrshire

£7m (Approx.)

£1.2m

LDN Architects

Ingenium Archial Ltd

david barbour

paul zanre

Assembly Rooms

The historic elegance of this important suite of
performance and reception spaces has been wholly
respected through restoration and adaptation, giving
them a whole new lease of life and an economically
positive future.

Without pastiche and in materials that serve as a foil to
this handsome historic church, new uses and new life
have been brought to the building.

19
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the Chapel of Saint Albert the Great

Greenock

Edinburgh

£8.2m (Approx.)

£ CONFIDENTIAL

LDN Architects

Simpson & Brown Architects

paul zanre

the Beacon Arts Centre

This building is markedly different from the historic
property to which it is attached. However this is a
supremely elegant and attractive solution, a place of

chris humphreys

worship that invites visitors in.

This building seems wholly appropriate for its superb
waterside setting. It is elegantly contemporary in its
materials and form, both open and welcoming.

20
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the Dutch Barn

Dunfermline

Insch

£ CONFIDENTIAL

£322,000

Fife Council Property Services

Acanthus Architects df

andrew beveridge, fife council corporate services

Dunfermline High School

There can be few more prosaic structures than
the original, utilitarian, steel barn which has been
transformed into this comfortable and attractive new

margaret soraya

home.

The sheer scale of this major new secondary school
demanded a simple, navigable plan and separation of
facilities. This is well achieved with materials and art
enhancing the daily experience of its users.

21
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Forth Valley College of Further and
Higher Education - Stirling Campus

the Ghost of Water Row

£15.6M

All work and material given in kind

Reiach & Hall

Edo architecture

dave morris

julia bauer

Temporary Structure

This is a deceptively simple contemporary building
within an expansive landscape setting, incorporating
workshops, studios, classrooms, a library and social
spaces with elegant understatement.

This project was architecture as installation art.
Commemorating the late Scul?tor, George Wyllie Hon
FRIAS, it was a powerful evocation of local history while
also signalling a creative future.
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House, Lenzie

Glasgow

lenzie, glasgow

£ CONFIDENTIAL

£ CONFIDENTIAL

ATW Architects
(In association with Eggmachine)

cameron webster

No question that you’d want to have coffee and maybe
even a cake here. Ingenious, subtle, sustainable - and
fun! This is real architecture on a budget, creating a new

andrew lee

the Glad Café

grant hugh jones

community asset.

This reworking of a 1960s house creates a new
relationship with the building’s site, with contemporary,
yet timeless, materials and form.
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Malin House

Isle of Lewis

Dunstaffnage, by Dunbeg

£ CONFIDENTIAL

£ CONFIDENTIAL

Studio KAP

ADF Architects

keith hunter

4 Linsiadar, Isle of Lewis

This is a large building which incorporates laboratory,
administration and social spaces very elegantly. The
external form expresses this brief in materials which fit

dennis hadley

well within its dramatic and beautiful setting.

Built out of a former croft, this new home has a rugged,
almost natural, presence within the island landscape.
Drawing upon history, this building also very positively
signals its newness.
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Mareel

the Olympia

Lerwick

Glasgow

£ CONFIDENTIAL

£5.1m (excluding public realm)

Gareth Hoskins Architects Ltd

Page \ Park Architects

andrew lee

phatsheep

(executive architect PJP Architects, Lerwick)

Set on an historic waterfront site, this is an important
cultural facility. This building embraces theatre, cinema
and performance, reflecting and encouraging creativity.

The Olympia Theatre, one of the great landmarks of
Glasgow’s East End, long a sad ruin, has been brought
back into the life of the community. This is an important
piece of regeneration.
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Phoenix Flowers
Glasgow

Rosslyn Chapel Conservation & Visitors
Centre

£1M

Roslin

7N Architects

£ CONFIDENTIAL

Page \ Park Architects

andrew lee

dave morris

(in collaboration with RankinFraser Landscape
Architecture)

The underbelly of the M8 transformed into a fantastical
landscape, that makes you smile. This is an ingenious
way of making difficult public realm safer and more
accessible.

One of Scotland’s most famous buildings has been
sensitively restored with meticulous care. The new
visitors centre with interpretation and a café enhances
the welcome.
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Sugarhouse Close
edinburgh

Thomas Telford Parliamentary Church,
Berneray

£ CONFIDENTIAL

north uist

Oberlanders Architects LLP

£300,000

This is a very large development on a difficult site,
combining re-used historic buildings and new-build
with ingenuity. Materials, landscaping and scale are all

michael wolchover

appropriate to the weave of the Old Town.

derek patience

Patience & Highmore

This simplest and plainest of stone built structures
encloses a marvellous new home. The layout of the
interior and the way natural light is brought into every
area is ingenious.
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the Transient Gallery
temporary structure
£2,800

Established in 1985, Apostrophe Woodcraft specialises in superior
quality bespoke design for kitchens, bedrooms and furniture, all
meticulously handcrafted by a team of artisan cabinet-makers.

murdo mcdermid

GRAStudio

First class personal design, manufacture
and installation service throughout Scotland.
Apostrophe Woodcraft Ltd
Unit 4 Riverside Workshops, Jedburgh TD8 6EE
Designer Craftsman – Douglas Burrows
Tel/Fax: 01835 863 120
douglas@apostrophewoodcraft.co.uk
www.apostrophewoodcraft.co.uk

Manufacturers of Timber Doors and Door Sets
BM TRADA Q-Mark Accredited

Non-Standard Flush Doors/Sets
(Paintgrade, Veneered or Laminated)

Non-Standard Flush Doors/Sets with Apertures
(Finished as Above)

Fire Doors/Sets – Fully Certified | ACOUSTIC Doors/Sets
Fire Doors must be fitted by competent certified installers. Call for information.

Glazed Screens
(Non Fire rated or Fire rated)

Originally designed for Venice and since re-used in

Wall Panels | Skirtings | Architraves

Scotland, this is an intriguing, lightweight exhibition

Ecosse Doors Ltd
4 MacDowall Street, Paisley PA3 2NB
Telephone: 0141 840 2266
Fax: 0141 887 8106
www.ecossedoors.co.uk
sales@ecossedoors.co.uk

structure which draws visitors in.
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University of Aberdeen new library

Isle of Skye

aberdeen

£132,000

£30.63M

Rural Design

schmidt hammer lassen architects

The new Skye vernacular, timber-clad homes in
the landscape, is here taken to a new level. This is
architecture of a relatively modest scale, but significant

adam moerk

the Turf House

nigel rigden

ambition.

This is a contemporary international structure within
one of Scotland’s most important historic settings. Its
internal arrangement cleverly challenges preconceived
notions of “the library”.

29

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S P R I N G 2 013

Wormit Extension

Glasgow

fife

£ CONFIDENTIAL

£ CONFIDENTIAL

nord

WT Architecture

dapple photography

WASPS South Block

This is a simple and ingenious reworking of a typical
Victorian stone semi. The reconfigured interior is a huge
improvement in circulation, configuration of the rooms

matt laver

and response to the views it commands.

Adapting a behemoth Victorian city block into new
studios, gallery space and visitor facilities is crisply and
ingeniously achieved. An intelligent and appropriate
facility within a very creative city.
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loa+ds on guide
Architecture + Design Scotland
Level 2, The Lighthouse, Mitchell Street, Glasgow, G1 3LX; mon-sat 10.30am-5.00pm
Architecture and Design Scotland presents a wide range of events and exhibitions in the coming months, including a look at the work
of architects representing Scotland at the Venice Architecture Biennale. Find out more on www.ads.org.uk

A+DS Exhibitions and Events

A Walk to Freedom: The
Visioning Helsinki Workshop
Noticed Board, Level 2
28 February – 10 April 2013
A Walk to Freedom is an exhibition
documenting the work of a group of
students whose urban intervention
explores creative freedom in the city.
The Visioning Helsinki Workshop
invites everyone to actively engage with
our surroundings and other people
by designing and making temporary
interventions in redundant urban spaces.
The exhibition asks visitors to draw, doodle
and describe their ideas on an interactive
feedback table that’s intended to spark new
ideas in Glasgow. The Visioning Helsinki
Workshop was held over two weeks at the

Jack Taylor

Critical Dialogues: Scotland +
Venice
Level 2
22 February – 10 April 2013
The Critical Dialogues exhibition
explores the work of four young Scottish
architecture practices that went to the
Venice Architecture Biennale in 2012 to
showcase a new type of architecture to an
international audience. The projects on
show include GRAS’ Transient Gallery,
which was recently commended in the
AJ Small Projects 2013 Awards. The four
practices – DO Architecture, GRAS, Pidgin
Perfect and Stone Opera – responded to
the Biennale’s theme ‘Common Ground’
by organising a week-long sequence of
activities that engaged with marginalised
places and social organisations. The
exhibition – in addition to showcasing the
projects on the ground in Venice – will also
look at the same projects set in Scotland
and set against a timeline of new practice.

European Architecture Students Assembly
(EASA), in Helsinki, the assembly theme
was ‘wastelands’.
Scottish Civic Trust My
Place Awards and My Place
Photography Competition
Level 2
28 March – 8 May 2013
The Scottish Civic Trust My Place Awards,
supported by the Scottish Government,
celebrate examples of good design
and conservation across Scotland, as
nominated by local people. The My Place
Photography competition invites school
pupils to take pictures of their local
architecture and heritage. This exhibition
explores both awards.
The Re:design Option
Level 2
19 April – 27 May 2013
This exhibition explores ideas and concepts
from a number of recent case studies
illustrating the challenges of different
educational building types. It looks at
how designers can help reveal the hidden
potential of our existing school estate
- ‘the art of the possible’ option found

between replacement and refurbishment.
And it illustrates the important insights of
pupils in re-imagining the places they live
and learn.
Resource Efficient House
Level 2
19 April – 16 June 2013
A showcase of the resource efficient house
designed for The BRE Innovation Park,
Ravenscraig. Zero Waste Scotland and
Tigh Grain Ltd have come to together to
design, build and eventually de-construct
an affordable family home that aims to
change the future of homebuilding in
Scotland.
Green Jobs Conference
glasgow
25 April 2013
What are the potential of Green Jobs
in Scotland? The third in a series of
conferences organised by A+DS on various
aspects of sustainability, the Green Jobs
conference will be addressed by Fergus
Ewing, MSP and Minister for Energy,
Enterprise and Tourism, the content will
range from renewable technologies to
the use of indigenous materials in the
construction sector and features a range
of speakers and networking opportunities.
Find out more on www.ads.org.uk
Keep up to date with A+DS programme
of training, publications, events and
exhibitions.
Sign up for our bi-monthly e-newsletter
to be kept up to date with a wide range
of architecture events in Scotland – go
to www.ads.org.uk to sign up.
Do you have a story for our website?
Please send your stories, images and
suggestions to press@ads.org.uk

31

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S P R I N G 2 013

David Barz

the future of
scotland’s past
(PART 2)

The RIAS’ Conference in October 2012, The
Future of Scotland’s Past?, considered current
legislation and the roles of Government
and Historic Scotland. The first set of
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papers featured in Quarterly 12 (Winter 2012).
The following papers consider Building
Preservations Trusts, VAT and delegated
authority.
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the future of scotland’s past

Building Preservation Trusts in Scotland
It is more than challenging to take on a historic building that is
falling apart- it is just extraordinarily difficult and in a recession
even more so. Fortuitously, matching its fine but challenging
buildings, Scotland is blessed with tenacious talent in the form
of Building Preservation Trusts (BPTs) and some key sources of
funding to enable projects to be delivered.
BPTs are designed to be very useful tools to take on historic
buildings and are bespoke as combination charities and registered
businesses and, in some cases, registered environmental bodies
able to accept landfill funding. This constitutional flexibility
enables the BPT to apply for support to a number of different
types of grant giving organisations.
However BPTs deal predominantly with buildings which
cannot stand on their own two feet in terms of access to capital
for repair and improvement. As a result most BPT projects require
capital grants from several sources. These capital packages are
usually assembled through a series of funding applications. It
is not unusual to have a dozen of these or more to fully fund a
project. There is, however, tremendously important enabling and
capital funding that BPTs can apply for from Historic Scotland, the
Architectural Heritage Fund, Local Authorities and the Heritage
Lottery Fund. The BPT movement and their many projects would
not have grown at the rate that they have in the last few decades
without the availability of these significant sources of funding.
Over the last four decades BPTs have been active in Scotland,
becoming particularly dynamic from the mid-1980s onwards.
This upsurge in activity is mirrored in the Development Trusts
Association’s burgeoning membership. Each BPT is led by a cohort
of volunteers, of which there are a remarkable number (two years
ago this was estimated at 500). BPT volunteers understand the
value of Scotland’s historic building legacy, have a vast reservoir
of knowledge and are necessarily all of determined disposition, in
it for the long haul! Marvellous results have been and continue
to be delivered. The flourishing of the BPT charities has resulted
in the saving and securing for the future some 130 historic
buildings which otherwise would very probably have been lost.
Co-ordinating this growing movement has been the Association
of Preservation Trusts (APT), in Scotland. The APT Scotland
members from the BPTs meet together regularly sharing issues,
expertise , co-ordinate their activity, learn from each other, and
at times lobby. When in need of broader policy intervention the
BPT movement raises issues for Governmnet through the Built

David Barz

anne mcchlery, glasgow building preservation trust

St Frances Church, preservation project by gbpt

Environment Forum (BEFS), the intermediate organisation for
the sector.
There are several types of BPTs :some specialise in particular
building types; some are established for one building only; others
are restricted to an area or city and others can go anywhere and do
any type of project they wish. BPTs may seed partnerships to work
with others, this can take the form of the BPT raising the funding,
buying the building, contracting the works, then selling it on to
the receiving partner organisation to own and run.
Due to their expertise in conservation solutions for buildings,
fundraising and most importantly their charitable status BPTs may
act as ‘not for profit’ delivery vehicles. Often BPTs may become
involved with a building by invitation. For example they may be
asked to deliver work within a Townscape Heritage Initiative or to
deliver for Conservation Area Renewal Schemes.
Some vital BPT statistics:
• average cost per project - circa £1.1m,
• since 1994 when the Heritage Lottery Fund (Scotland) was
created, it has contributed £21.3m to 54 BPT projects,
• since 1999 through the Building Repair Grants Scheme, Historic
Scotland has provided £11.4 million for 49 BPT projects,
• to date the Architectural Heritage Fund has allocated £10.3m
in loans and grants to BPTs.
BPTs are keen to continue to meet the challenge of the
recession. They are effective not for profit delivery routes for
particularly difficult buildings. Through their projects, the
ambition is to stimulate the economy and create jobs whilst
helping to secure Scotland’s invaluable legacy of historic buildings.
Anne McChlery, Director (Staff)
Glasgow Building Preservation Trust
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vat & listed buildings (and others)
dave brown, vat consultant
Benjamin Franklin commented that “nothing can be said to be
certain, except death and taxes.” If only that were true – at least
with VAT, and particularly so with regard to VAT and property, all
too often, the correct answer depends on a subjective view on the
meaning of a couple of words. A less well-known quote emanated
from Lord Justice Sedley in a recent court case: “Beyond the
everyday world... lies the world of VAT, a kind of fiscal theme park
in which factual and legal realities are suspended or inverted.” That
would appear to sum up the difficulties faced by ordinary mortals.
So what’s at stake? £250m – the sum, according to a Sunday
Times survey a few years ago, that UK householders are losing
in VAT, which should not have been charged. This is down to a
number of factors:
• ignorance – there were builders out there who don’t appreciate
that there is VAT relief on certain types of building work,
• fear – even if they know about the relief, they are fearful that if
they zero rate the work, they will come to grief if the VATman
takes anything more than a cursory glance at their records,
• complication – until the March 2012 Budget there was a
crucial divide between ‘alteration’ and ‘repair’ that made the
difference between 20% VAT and 0% VAT, it was difficult for
builders to have the confidence or knowledge to make the split
between the two types of work. In addition, when a Listed
Building Consent is couched in vague terms such as “internal
alterations”, it was often difficult to be 100% sure whether a
particular piece of work was covered by the Consent.
It is, therefore, understandable that many builders will take
the easy option and charge VAT, just to be on the safe side.
Budget 2012
The Chancellor unexpectedly decided that zero rating should
disappear, back in the March 2012 Budget. Whilst there was a bit
of a climb-down a month or two later, the end result is not good.
As we all know, the VAT relief has always been the wrong way
round – one should be encouraged to repair listed buildings, not
necessarily to alter them, but the VAT relief didn’t achieve that.
So, the Chancellor decided that this ‘perverse anomaly’ had to
go and he announced that zero rating for alterations would cease
with effect from 1 October 2012. He graciously allowed an extra
six months for those who had a pre-existing contract in place with
their builder, prior to the Budget. This gave until 20 March 2013 to
retain zero rating, where applicable.
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Much lobbying then followed and, at the end of June 2012,
HMRC announced further transitional arrangements – such that
where a homeowner had applied for Listed Building Consent prior
to the Budget, zero rating could continue until 30 September 2015.
This extended deadline was also granted to those who had the preexisting contract with their contractor.
Substantial Reconstruction
This is a scenario available to developers, rather than home owners,
and the relief only applies upon the sale of a listed property, it
having been reconstructed. The existing relief allowed developers
to reclaim all VAT incurred in course of the project, subject to
conditions. The topic is beyond the scope of this article, but please
feel free to contact the writer for full details. The Chancellor
announced the cessation of this relief, also with effect from 1
October 2012 but with transitional relief as follows:
• zero rating can continue for buildings being reduced to a shell,
• zero rating can continue where Consent was applied for prior
to the Budget or where there was a written contract agreed
with a contractor prior to the Budget; and
• zero rating can continue where more than 10% of the project
had been completed as at the date of the Budget.
Life After Zero Rating
There are other reliefs that have been around for a number of
years, which remain unaffected by the 2012 Budget changes. The
main one of these is the 5% reduced VAT rate. This applies to:
• conversion of a building from commercial use to residential
use. This can be a typical barn conversion, or an office or pub
conversion (be careful, though, if the property being converted
already contains a self-contained residential element – e.g. a
flat above the pub – as this would negate any relief),
• changing the number of units within a residential property –
eg splitting a house into flats, or vice versa, it can also work
successfully where a property has, say, a self-contained
basement flat, which the owners want to incorporate within
the house,
• all building work carried out on a property that has been
unoccupied for more than 2 years,
• supply and fit of “energy saving materials” eg insulation, wind
or solar power and more.
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delegated authority
liz davidson, glasgow city council
NB – the 5% VAT rate has no bearing on it being a listed
building, nor whether it is alteration or repair.

These views are my own and not necessarily those of my employers,
Glasgow City Council!

Even More… the DIY Housebuilder’s Scheme
The title is a bit of a misnomer, as you don’t have to be building a
house, nor do you have to do it yourself! The scheme covers the
following scenarios and it applies whether you do it yourself, or
use building contractors:
• building a new house on a bare plot; or
• conversion of a non-residential property into a residential
property; or
• refurbishing a residential property that has been unoccupied
for more than 10 years.
It involves making a single claim to HMRC, within 3 months
of completion of the work. For new-build, it would simply be a
claim for VAT paid on materials at 20% VAT. For the other two
scenarios, two types of VAT will be claimable. Firstly, VAT on
materials, as before at 20% VAT. Secondly, VAT at 5% on labour
and materials charged by contractors carrying out building works.
NB: if a contractor charges full rate VAT on work that should have
been charged at 0% or 5% VAT, HMRC will not refund the VAT.

Introduction
It is fair to say that the scheme of delegation - or to give it its
official title - the Removal of Duty to Notify is still relatively new
so there is not a well-established depth of case studies. However,
in essence, the scheme allows Glasgow City Council and a number
of other selected local authorities throughout the country to
take decisions on the vast majority of ‘routine’ listed building
consent applications, without notifying and seeking ratification
from Historic Scotland - this assumes that Historic Scotland
always agree with the Local Authority decision - we are effectively
delegated that power (delegation - a Latin word derived from
‘legare’ meaning ‘to send as an emissary’).
So the City is seen to be effectively carrying out the wishes of
the Scottish Government, with the right set of policies in place
and experience and diplomacy of knowing how to use them.

Listed Places of Worship Scheme
(www.lpwscheme.org.uk)
This scheme has been around for a number of years and has
provided VAT refunds to active listed churches, on works of repair.
Needless to say, those churches would be affected by the removal
of zero rating on alterations but the Chancellor announced that
additional funding would be provided to allow the LPW Scheme to
offer refunds of VAT on alterations as well. Time will tell, however,
as to whether there are sufficient funds to go round.
That’s it then, a quick round-up of the VAT reliefs now available
on certain types of property, but I should add that behind pretty
much every heading above there is an abundance of small print
lurking in the shadows – all set to trap the unwary.
Dave Brown
VAT Consultant

If you need further advice:
dave@davebrownvat.com

Scene Setting
Glasgow has over 1,800 listed buildings, 23 Conservation Areas,
16 Ancient Monuments and a proportion of the Antonine Wall World Heritage Site: The Frontiers of the Roman Empire - a title
almost longer than the length of the site that Glasgow actually
features within its boundary - and with a truck load of legislation,
management plans, constraints and strategies which, if laid end to
end, would probably rival its larger relation in China.
Legislation
The process to allow Local Authorities to begin to take control of
this aspect of their work began in June 2008, when Section 55(2)
(Further Amendment of the Listed Buildings Act) of the Planning etc.
(Scotland) Act 2006 came into force - amending Section 13 of the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997.
This made it possible for Scottish Ministers to direct that certain
applications for listed building consent for listed buildings needed
not be notified to them under Section 12 of the 1997 Act. This was
followed by the enacting of The Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas (Removal of Duty to Notify) (Scotland) Direction 2010.
The effect of this was to alter the manner in which the Local
Authority is statutorily obliged to notify and consult with Historic
Scotland on applications for listed building consent affecting
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(d) add value to the development planning and management
process by encouraging planning authorities to engage HS
where appropriate and as early as possible;
(e) protect the outstanding universal values of Scotland’s World
Heritage Sites; and
(f) encourage partnership between HS and planning authorities.
Cases are deemed non-notifiable not because the issue being
considered is unimportant, but rather because the Local Authority
has the appropriate skills and policies to determine the application
in line with national policy. - in Glasgow’s case this is its suite
of heritage and design policies contained in City Plan 2. Historic
Scotland has stressed that if an application is non-notifiable this
does not assume that the work proposed is acceptable or that
listed building consent will be granted, neither does it set aside
the normal principle of seeking to retain the special interest and
character of a listed structure.

Gartnavel, preservation project by gbpt

B listed buildings on most issues (i.e. no need to give Scottish
Ministers the opportunity to call in the case).
This was further extended in May 2012 to include the external
elements of A listed buildings but in this case all decisions are
notified to Historic Scotland within 5 days of being made. Glasgow
still requires to notify Scottish Ministers of applications involving
demolition or façade retention, or of demolition of unlisted
buildings in Conservation Areas.
The main issue is, can the Local Authority uphold the
conservation quality of decision making and work in a spirit of
partnership between central and local government?
From Historic Scotland and Scottish Government’s perspective
the underlying aims of the scheme are to:
a) manage Scotland’s historic environment effectively and
efficiently;
(b) improve the performance in handling statutory casework;
(c) empower planning authorities to provide advice and make
decisions locally;
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Safeguards
Every six months the Local Authority rounds up all the
applications that have been approved under this process - circa 100
per half year in Glasgow - and gives Historic Scotland a database
print-off of where a delegated decision has been taken. Historic
Scotland then takes a random 10% sample to see if the decision is
one they are happy with. So far there have been minor comments
but really quite minor and nothing that, for instance, would have
necessitated a call in by Historic Scotland under the old scheme.
There is again an important phrase in the agreement between
Glasgow and Historic Scotland:
- that the ‘report of handling for the application should make
mention of consultation with the specialist team either formally
(or informally via regular weekly surgeries) since the grant of
delegated authority was predicated on the specialist expertise
in the Planning Authority in Glasgow on the relevant matters.’
Officers may still informally consult with Historic Scotland - and
do.
PROS and CONS
PROS
• one point of contact for applicants thus arguably more
accountable and transparent decision making,
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•
•
•
•

•

quicker decision process for applicants and Council - speeding
up process and therefore development,
Glasgow wants to develop its reputation as being ‘open for
business’,
more time for Historic Scotland to focus on more complex and
arguably more important cases.
Glasgow was already making decisions within its 2 months
period that were rarely challenged by HS - or called in within
their previously allowed further 28 days for determination - so
it seemed sensible to move towards non-notification,
fundamentally, in taking part in the pilot scheme of delegation,
the Council had demonstrated that an appropriate level of
specialist conservation and design advice, policy framework
and resources were available in order to provide the service
whilst ensuring quality of decision making.

So the scheme does rely on the Local Authority continuing to
have the resources and capacity and expertise to continue to do
the job well.
Glasgow City Council facing £50m deficit by 2015
Glasgow is facing more potential cuts in jobs and services over
the next two years Scotland’s largest local authority will have
to make savings of about £50m by 2015, according to its latest
forecast. The authority is already well on the way to cutting
2,800 jobs through retirements and voluntary redundancies,
as part of wider measures to save about £115m between 2011
and 2013. A council spokesman said: ‘This forecast sets out the
financial challenges facing all Scottish local authorities now and
in the foreseeable future’.
BBC News Sept 29th 2012
CONS
• dependant on the local authority having the resources and
capacity and expertise to do the job,
• the local authority becomes judge and jury,
• there is always the potential of local political pressure and
possible bias taking precedence over mainstream heritage
objectives,
• already, more routine planning appeals are dealt with by Local
Review Boards.

Glasgow City Council’s Mission is:
“We want Glasgow to flourish as a modern, multi-cultural,
metropolitan city of opportunity, achievement, culture and
sporting excellence where citizens and businesses thrive and
visitors are always welcomed.”
I applaud this - it’s what the Council should want for its City and
its citizens: a city with a wonderfully proud past and achievements
across the globe but also with great challenges of deprivation,
underachievement and derelict land - but where is the policy for
our built heritage? Perhaps it’s implicit or contained within the
body of the text? And if it is not to be at the forefront of Glasgow’s
mission statement then who does put it in that focus?
Historic Scotland: Scottish Historic Environment Policy
2011 states:
“The remains of the past can act as a powerful catalyst and a
stimulus to high- quality new design and development, leading
to successful regeneration and community-building. We believe
that the historic environment should be valued as an asset,
rather than thought of as a barrier to development. It reinforces
the identity of communities, and can add value, provided that
value is recognised at the outset and it becomes an integral part
of any development or regeneration project…
The protection of the historic environment is not about
preventing change. Ministers believe that change in this
dynamic environment should be managed intelligently and
with understanding, to achieve the best outcome for the historic
environment and for the people of Scotland. Such decisions
often have to recognise economic realities.”
‘Who Guards the Guards?’
At a conference recently, a senior, much respected and much
liked Historic Scotland official spoke of the change of focus of the
former Inspectorate to that of Heritage Management Officers. He
explained that they do not want to be thought of as the police
force of the historic environment - and that they did not wish
to represent the forces of negativity and obstructionism, but to
manage change and to guide sustainable development. That is
encouraging and positive and on-message, but something within
me is uneasy at that also.
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We are not yet living in that utopian place where there is no
longer a need for a police force - ... so personally I have always been
grateful for the existence of the tightly bound up set of principles
from Historic Scotland on certain matters.... because at a local
authority conservation officer level, there are many pressures - a
higher, neutral and objective, authority is still important.
I applaud how Historic Scotland has emerged this decade as
a re-purposed, forward thinking, outreaching set-up. It embraces
concepts of social and economic impact and has done especially
excellent work in terms of sustainability, climate change and
technical research. I really admire the way in which it has embraced
urban regeneration and made really effective partnerships with
the Lottery’s Townscape Heritage programmes.
We keenly want not to lose or overlook Historic Scotland’s
presence. There will always require to be solid principles and
national guidance supported by a national institution and
especially at times where there is so much change to be managed
within local authorities experiencing cut backs, efficiency savings
and growing pressures for development and the generation of
income. We still value Historic Scotland’s expertise, we need their
purism, and we want them to be straight laced - because we can
get tied up in knots!
“You have enemies? Good. That means that you have stood up
for something, sometime in your life.”
Winston Churchill
Liz Davidson OBE
Glasgow City Council
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The Scottish Homebuilding & Renovating Show, Scotland’s only
dedicated consumer exhibition for self-builders, home renovators
and improvers, returns to SECC, Glasgow on 18 & 19 May 2013. We
have two complimentary tickets for the show, worth £24*, for every
RIAS member.
The exhibition will be full of informative features, thousands
of dream home ideas and hundreds of plots and renovation
opportunities. Professionals can hear about a range of innovative
solutions to help improve profitability, whilst managing projects
efficiently.
There are thousands of products to see and touch under one
roof, ranging from heating, ventilation, insulation to Eco homes,
home automation and timber frame structures. New for 2013 are
the Home Improvement and Interiors Zone and the Dulux Design
Service.
The show is the ultimate event to help create your or your
client’s dream home, whether you are building from scratch,
undertaking a major extension, converting or remodeling or just
keen to integrate the latest technology.
As well as all the latest products and services from over 140
exhibitors, visitors can pick up useful hints and tips from the
experts at 16 free seminars, 24 masterclasses, as well as the Ask the
Architects and Ask the Experts Advice Areas
The show is taking place at the SECC, Glasgow on 18 - 19
May 2013. Opening hours: Saturday 10am - 5pm; Sunday 10am
- 4.30pm. For more information call 0844 581 1377 or visit www.
homebuildingshow.co.uk/scotland

To obtain free entry for two simply visit
www.homebuildingshow.co.uk/rias
and register your details.
*Ticket offer based on door price
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cross-party group

burning questions
The most recent meeting of our Cross
Party Group wrestled with some burning
questions:
“What do you do in the winter in
Scotland?”
“Why do Inverness buses go to
“Culloden via Tescos”?”
“How come the Norwegian Roads
Authority is the biggest employer of
young architects in Europe?”
The theme of the meeting, held on 6th
February 2013, was “A Design Model for
Rural Tourism and Economy – learning
from Norway”.
The Year of Natural Scotland is the
current Scottish Government’s focus,
showcasing some of our best known
tourism assets as we progress towards our
second Year of Homecoming Scotland in
2014.
Mike Mackenzie MSP highlighted the
importance of satisfying the curiosity of
tourists on how we live in Scotland (even
in winter!) and how good architecture
reflects a specific context, ensuring we
create distinctive Scottish places (not
just Tesco towns!). Gwen Raez of Visit
Scotland noted the objectives of the Year of
Natural Scotland, the key stakeholders and
the eight key pillars which cover Scotland’s
vast wealth of natural products. She also
highlighted the promotion of architecture
through the Visit Scotland website.
Peter
Wilson
of
Edinburgh
Napier University provided a detailed
presentation on Norway’s “Detour Project”
(RIAS Quarterly Issue 4). In October 2010
the Wood Studio conference aimed at
learning from Norway’s use of high quality
architecture to punctuate the country’s
main tourist routes. Peter hopes to
establish and deliver a similar, Scotland-

wide, programme to stimulate rural
employment and provide opportunities
for young architects. Euan Millar of
Icosis Architects’ presentation on Loch
Leven Bird Hide showed how small, high
quality, beautifully designed structures
can significantly enhance our experience
of Scotland’s landscape.
The discussion probed the Norwegian
model and investigated how this could
be applied to the Scottish context. The
following key points were noted:
• tourism infrastructure can be marketed
in itself, not just the destinations,
• the Norwegian model is based on
road/vehicle routes however we could
encourage a more public transport
orientated version, such as ferry
terminals,
• involvement of multiple public
agencies spreads the financial risk,
the challenge of multi agency working
effectively together was acknowledged
by all, with a general feeling that this is
“improving but could do better”,
• proactive programmes help build
sustainable rural economies,
• local consultation is crucial in
identifying and shaping the briefs,
• relatively low levels of public
investment stimulate significant
private sector investment in rural
economies,
• the importance of our next
Architecture Policy having a real
impact on delivery (see CPG meeting
on Architecture Policy Consultation),
• the challenge of the procurement
regulations in implementing a
project such as this (see CPG
meeting on Procurement Reform Bill
Consultation).

The discussion broadened into the role
of national infrastructure organisations
such as Scottish Water, Scottish Canals
etc in promoting excellent design, an
approach which has historically produced
some very distinctive places.
To the entertainment of those present,
the hugely inspiring, design-focussed,
Detour Project is run by the Norwegian
Roads Authority, giving a sense of just how
differently high quality design is viewed in
other countries!
In her closing remarks, our excellent
Chair, Linda Fabiani MSP Hon FRIAS,
announced that, following the CPG
Procurement, event a meeting had been
arranged with Nicola Sturgeon MSP,
Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure,
Investment and Cities.
EUGENE MULLAN FRIAS
Smith Scott Mullan Associates

Our Cross Party Group,
supported by RIAS and RTPI
Scotland meets 4-6 times a year
in the Scottish Parliament.
Meetings are scheduled for
early evening, ‘after work’ and
refreshments are included.
Anyone wishing to join the
group, attend a meeting or
simply looking for more
information should contact:
Eugene Mullan on 0131 555 1414,
e.mullan@smith-scott-mullan.co.uk
Further details on CPGs in
general can be found by
visiting:
www.scottish.parliament.uk/
msps/41816.aspx
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GBPT:
30 years of tackling Glasgow’s Historic Buildings
Scotland’s oldest Building Preservation Trust
celebrated a landmark birthday last year. This
short piece, by its Director, marks the occasion.
In 2012 Glasgow Building Preservation Trust (GBPT) celebrated
its 30th Anniversary with a photographic exhibition developed in
collaboration with the City of Glasgow College featuring some of
the 18 buildings it has been associated with saving across the city.
Following on from this and most fittingly announced in late 2012
one of GBPT’s longest serving Board members Patricia Chalmers
Hon FRIAS became an MBE for her services to the historic
environment.
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The GBPT Board is a hard working, proactive and dedicated
team of volunteers who work closely with the staff team of six.
Together, Board and staff have systematically built up the capacity
of the Trust to take on a larger than ever portfolio of historic
building projects to benefit Glasgow. Lastly but not least in 2012,
and building on 22 years of activity in engaging with the proud folk
of Glasgow, GBPT delivered the biggest ever city-wide Glasgow
Doors Open Days last autumn.
During the last two years the Trust has completed two key
projects. 2012 saw the reopening of the former Gartnavel Chapel
(originally by J.J. Burnet), a conservation repair project with new
build extension undertaken with Austin-Smith:Lord Architects. The

S P R I N G 2 013 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

project converted the building into a new base for the Cancer Support
Scotland charity, now called the Calman Cancer Support Centre. In
early 2013 GBPT celebrated the completion of the repair and fitting
out of the long empty, unused railway buildings at Pollokshaws
West Station as a cycling base for South West Community Cycles, a
project undertaken with Richard Shorter Architect.
Glasgow is gearing up for the Commonwealth Games in 2014.
Linked to this, GBPT is undertaking the repairs of the Kelvingrove
Bandstand and Amphitheatre which it hopes to complete in 2014.
Beyond this the Trust has several pipeline projects and is setting
out its plans for future projects, which will encompass innovative
approaches at the dawn of the low carbon age.

The city is greatly enhanced, yet challenged, by the presence
of so many listed buildings. There is nothing like a double
dip recession to focus city dwellers on their fast deteriorating
buildings. The city lost the venerable and highly visible Springburn
Halls, demolished just before Christmas 2012, reminding us all of
the fragility of the extraordinary built legacy created at the zenith
of Glasgow’s affluence in the Victorian and Edwardian eras. The
Trust continues to be utterly committed to the task of securing
the best of Glasgow’s past for future generations!
Anne McChlery, Director (Staff)
Glasgow Building Preservation Trust

41

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S P R I N G 2 013

passivhaus in
austria

Austria faces the same challenges as Scotland. There is a political
drive to reduce energy consumption, a significant housing need
and a shortage of land (only 37% of Austria is considered suitable
for permanent settlement).
The Austrian housing sector is structured differently to that
in Scotland. Little housing is developer led, instead it is divided
between a rural self build sector, averaging 14,000 units per
annum, and predominately social housing in urban areas. Both
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are supported by significant public funding in the form of very
long, very low interest self builder loans (which reduce the extent
and risk associated with the parallel commercial loans that most
families require) and direct grant funding between 40-80% for
enhanced energy performance / affordable housing.
Fife Construction Forum and Fife Council organised our trip
to explore both PassivHaus and closed panel fabrication. We were
keen to see examples spanning housing, commercial, new build

all photos: richard atkins
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and refurbishment and we were well rewarded with examples of
each. The quality of placemaking varied from the highpoints of
Wohnanlage Sieglanger and Passivhaus-Studentenheim Gasgasse
2 to some nondescript motels. Proof if it were needed that any
construction methodology is only as good as the design it is
applied to.
The Austrian rural housing sector is moving rapidly towards
the adoption of offsite, close panelled, pre-serviced timber framed
solutions, based on a palette of standard house types. Their share
of the market has grown from 3-35% in the last decade. Many
of these can be seen at the “Blaue Lagune”, Europe’s largest
permanent housing showcase with 72 full sized units.
By contrast the preferred urban solution is a poured concrete
structure with external EPS insulation, render systems, community
heating and centralised MVHR, similar to that used in Switzerland
to meet their “Minegie” Standards.
So what are the lessons for us? It is clear that at national, state
and local levels there is the political will to make stuff happen
that doesn’t seem to be hampered by the sort of vested interests,
diffused supply chain and broken procurement processes that are
apparent in Scotland.
Can we learn from the move towards closed panel systems?
Impressive as these are in Austria they rely on a substantial
demand which can be satisfied by the constraints imposed by
the methodology and transportation limits. In Scotland we have
lines every bit as sophisticated, so clearly the discipline imposed
by deciding socket locations etc prior to fabrication is nothing to
be feared. However, rising to such logistical challenges comes at a
financial premium.
Are high mass, high insulation, MVHR solutions right for
urban Scotland? Improved fabric performance has the potential
to deliver substantial energy savings as they are built in to the life
of any new building. The reliance on MVHR however is only one

solution to maintaining indoor air quality and is predicated on a
low carbon electricity supply which Scotland (which uses the UK
average) is yet to achieve.
The PassivHaus concentration on heating load leaves little
room to consider other environmental impacts such as embodied
energy, toxic load, future demountability and services renewal.
This means projects may well fall some way short of the current
Silver or Gold Standards outlined in section 7 of the Technical
Standards.
Are Austrian construction standards beyond those achievable
in Scotland? Certainly not, our skill base may have shrunk but
through no unwillingness on the part of the colleges and the
potential workforce. It is the structure of the industry which
disincentivises individuals to turn out a quality product, not an
innate fecklessness.
Do we need to adopt PassivHaus as a Scottish certification
scheme? Probably not. Increasingly in Austria projects are built
to PassivHaus standards, but are not certified, as “everyone now
knows what the expectations in performance are and how to
test them”. In Scotland the strengthening of the Silver and Gold
Standards should deliver this.
In Scotland we are capable and need to grasp the opportunity
provided by a recession to restructure the industry to be design
led, delivering added value and high quality, based on whole life
cost and impact models. We can learn from Austria, just as we can
from elsewhere, with regard to the benefits of an efficient supply
chain and a skilled and motivated work force. Regulation has a part
to play, but far more significant is the need for a radical overhaul
in procurement practices to place these goals at the centre of every
project.
Richard Atkins FRIAS
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rural design

sense of place

Gearranan Village “the buildings of the Township… enhance the
natural setting, which is outstanding, in their scale and use of
indigenous materials” Joseph Mitchell 1838

Rock for stone wall blasted from that site

Living and working in the Outer Hebrides for almost 40 years
maybe I am out of touch with the rest of the architectural world.
I came to the Western Isles originally to opt out of architecture.
However I am too fascinated by the subject to do that. I believe
that architecture is a totality, the environment, the natural world,
the built form, and we are simply the creative caretakers.
As a student I was a member of the Architects Revolutionary
Council. I believed strongly in de-regulation, particularly apropos
planning and building standards (although it was not put in such
polite terms) and letting us getting on with doing what we do. I
was also moved by a group of practising architects in Catalonia
(Ricardo Bofill – Taller de Arquitectura) who believed people who
trained as architects were too hidebound to create buildings.
Consequently their group was made up of artists, sociologists and
philosophers with the ‘qualified’ architect to sign off the design.
The advantages of working in the remote islands 40 years ago
were that I could get away with things others could not and the
sheer diversity. The speciality was keeping the extreme weather
out with thorough detailing. The design challenges were wide
ranging with everything from pharmaceutical factories to MOD
facilities; primary care health centres/hospitals; social housing;
schools; colleges, further education buildings; community centres;
exhibition design, graphics; master planning; shore based harbour
facilities; fish factories; conservation, restoration and much more.
We were the GPs of the architectural world who knew our
patches, local conditions, local climates, local contractors and
brought real local employment, supporting and introducing skills

and training. We helped to maintain a skills base in the community.
Our practice ran work of a value of £15-£17 million per annum. We
are now lucky if we run £3 million a year! We brought in specialists,
as a GP would, when they were needed.
Why has it changed? There was nothing wrong with what we
produced, in fact we were praised for it. Now we do none, or very
little, of the above because the rules have changed. Everyone
blames the European Union but this is not the reason. It is simply
a lack of confidence and a case of the bureaucrats covering their
backs.
I was in almost at the beginning of the re-organisation of local
government and life was wonderful. This can be illustrated in
two short stories about building on Vatersay, the most southerly
inhabited island in the Outer Hebrides. Firstly, a brief to put
four caravans onto Vatersay before the causeway. I said that I
could build four houses just as easily so over the weekend did the
layouts, had them tendered and on site in 6 weeks. The brief was
changed to six houses. I rang the Director of Architectural Services
(remember them?) and he said ‘ring the Scottish Office’ I did, they
said ‘yes’. We built six houses for rent.
The second is when we wanted the Vatersay school renovated.
The Scottish Office sent an Inspector. I paid the ferry man £5.00
to leave him on the island - all day! We duly received the money
to install a new kitchen and inside toilets, a great improvement on
the Modern Mistress cooker and outside toilets.
At the time I was long-haired with a droopy moustache, a
denim clad hippy. I watched local government change as the grey
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The photos are examples of a building at Borve Lodge Estate,
Harris, designed by Stuart Bagshaw and he would like to credit
Lewis Builders, Alan Dawson and the Client.

Harmonising with the landscape and improving with time

suits came in. They could only cover their backs and the creative
process was stifled.
So do we have to go down a procure-i-cide, planning-i-cide,
health and safety-i-cide, building control-i-cide route before we
realise, like all societies who commit ethnacide, just what we have
lost?
The march of bureaucracy is destroying localism, multiplied
by the rules imposed by government under the auspices of
European legislation. Architectural identity is lost as is expertise.
Centralisation is sucking the life out of rural areas. We are wading
through a treacle of bureaucracy. The rural areas are losing their
professional base, the jobs, the opportunities and its skills (and
the Council Tax revenue it creates).
All of this is the exact opposite of the intention of the
legislation in the first place. It was to promote choice, not stifle
it. How do we get that back? Cut the red tape, give power back
to local officers to choose who they can work with, based upon
sensible guidance.
So, what has this got to do with rural design and placemaking?
The planning guides, and I hate to say it, have got all the right
words, if not the expertise and manpower. Highland Council
Planning mentions:
‘Buildings in their settings; materials and traditional skills;
sustainability; making homes that last a lifetime; energy
efficiency; bio-diversity.’
I would like to add a couple more:
‘The economic benefits of good design; improving with the action

Wind blown beech trees from Lews Castle Grounds and iron
beeswax and stained glass balustrade

of time; promoting and improving skills thereby creating job
opportunities and training and employment in remote areas.’
E.F. Schumacher said ‘small is beautiful’. If we don’t see sense
then our small rural practices will disappear and with them the
kills and experience they offer. Soon there may be nowhere for
young trainee architects to learn anything other than a specialism.
In order to survive procurement rules must change. Feedback
after a recent fee bid said
“I myself do not particularly like the public advertising process
but we are receiving grant funding and we have to do it. It
wastes a lot of people’s time but, that said, most practices will
know there is a sizeable time allocation and that success may
only be a slim chance. It is unfair that the better projects attract
the bigger firms who have the most resources.”
Yet comment on our buildings in a recent issue of Scottish Field
said “Intimate, flowing and resonating with the Harris landscape”.
A tradesman who worked on the same building said “You should
be very proud of the house. It was a joy to contribute to it.”
We must protect our local environment, enhance places, and
see the economic benefit of good design. Tourism in Scotland is
a major industry. Tourists don’t come back to see kit houses or
boxes, they come to see the place, its history, its natural beauty.
We can show the way to the future but not by following the path
we are on. Let’s put the capital ‘A’ back into the Art of architecture.
Don’t start with a budget, start with a heart!
Stuart Bagshaw FRIAS
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Clow Group
Established in 1913

185 Broad Street, Glasgow, G40 2QR
Tel. +44 (0)141 554 6272
Fax. +44 (0)141 551 0813
enquiries@clowgroup.co.uk
www.clowgroup.co.uk

By Appointment to
Her Majesty the Queen
Manufacturers of Access Equipment
Clow Group Ltd., Glasgow

Image reproduced with kind permission of Hawkeye Aerial Photography

The Waverley Station project included the refurbishment and replacement of Waverley’s Roof
Glazing and Access Equipment. Waverley Station is the second largest station in the UK covering
over 25 acres and the third largest glazed roof in the UK. As part of this project over 34,000m2 of
glass was replaced. The Clow Group were responsible for the design, fabrication and
installation of over 5km of aluminium walkways complete with fibreglass open mesh grating,
running gantries, safety cages and fixed access ladders.

For bespoke access solutions contact the Clow Group Ltd.
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In the following articles the winners of the
A+DS Urban Design Award and the SUST. Award
for Sustainable Design within the A+DS/RIAS
Scottish Student Awards For Architecture for
2011, Marianne Keating and Cara Sheilds from
the University of Strathclyde, reflect on their
respective experiences since.

Scotland’s schools of architecture inhibit a
wide variety of buildings. With the building that
currently houses the Strathclyde School under
threat ‘Vessels’ is a timely review.
This student section is concluded with some
thoughts on Krakow, following last year’s Dundee
Year 3 visit.

photo: marianne keating
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students

2012 - A YEAR TO REMEMBER:
JBM COMMUNITY CENTRE, JORGEN BABUR MART, BANGLADESH
Graduates are continuing to find it hard to gain work straight
out of University, none more so than architecture graduates.
This along with the current economic climate are forcing young
graduates, like me, to break from the norm and be creative in the
paths they pursue.
In September 2012, after graduating with a MArch with
Distinction in Advanced Architectural Design from the University
of Strathclyde, I embarked on an ambitious and challenging
endeavour to realise the very project that earned me my degree;
to build a community centre in a deprived area of Bangladesh. As
a young, enthusiastic graduate, encouraged by tutors and peers
alike, I saw an opportunity to make a difference by creating a
facility, which would not only benefit an entire community day to
day but would demonstrate simple and cheap ways of improving
their own building techniques, giving people the means to build
better, safer and longer lasting structures. This was not only the
chance to complete a project that I had developed and designed
from the start, but for me it was the opportunity to build
something with my own hands.
Naivety saw only two challenges ahead, the first, to raise the
money needed to facilitate the project and the second, to build it.
How hard could it be?
My Bangladesh story began back in 2010 when I took part in a
two week international building workshop, to promote the use of
cement stabilised mud blocks through the construction of a small
one storey rural house in North West Bangladesh. This workshop
introduced me to the grass roots organisation SAFE Bangladesh
(Simple Action For the Environment) with whom I would go
on and implement the project. As a local Non-Governmental
Organisation (NGO) with experience in community participatory
design and construction, they were well equipped to provide me
with the necessary support to carry out this endeavour.
In July 2011, I returned to Bangladesh, carrying out a
feasibility study for the community centre over a six week period.
This involved several community workshops and briefing sessions
to ascertain the particular needs and wants of the community.
During this time it was evident that the families living in the
slum struggled to exist in cramped living conditions; up to three
generations lived in just one room. The children, who attended
school, did so in a poorly lit and ventilated space. There were no
suitable provisions to facilitate community gatherings or space
to carry out weddings, funerals or festivals and the school was in

48

desperate need of a better ventilated and day lit space where they
could teach the slum children.
To facilitate the fundraising I set up a new charity ‘Stabilising
the Delta Foundation’ which over a 5 month period raised a total
of £7400, far exceeding the original £5000 goal. The money
was raised through a number of social events, bag packing at
supermarkets and various personal appeals. The generosity
of friends, family and the general public was outstanding and
overwhelming. Without their generosity the project would never
have got off the ground.
On 13th February 2012, after successfully completing the
first challenge, I left my job as an architectural assistant and all
my home comforts and flew 7000 miles to take up home in a
single room built of bamboo and corrugated iron, complete with
outside latrine and washing area that consisted of a water pump
and a plastic bucket. Electricity was sparse. On average power was
available for two hours per day. Very quickly it became evident
that this was not going to be easy. I spoke very little Bangla and I
was a strong minded, white, unmarried, West of Scotland woman.
I had little going for me in a society where women have little
say and whose destiny is to marry and devote their life to their
husband and family.
Conforming to the modest Bengali dress provided an
opportunity to blend in, something I was grateful for. Immersed
in rural culture, I quickly picked up Bangla which enable me to
communicate more freely. By making friends with the influential
elders of the community, I slowly became accepted both in the
Para (small cluster of houses) where I lived and the slum where
I worked. Every day I was accompanied on the 40 minute bus
journey to the site. This lack of freedom was something that I
found difficult to deal with. Four months in, I taught myself to
ride a motorbike, releasing the shackles of being a woman, raising
even more eyebrows. The freedom gained, however, outweighed
any additional stares or disapproving looks from onlookers.
The project has always been part of a phased master plan
which included 10 two storey houses, a rarity in this part of the
world. The first of these 10 houses was nearing completion when
I arrived in February 2012 and over a four month period I played
an active role in designing and constructing the remaining houses.
A modest bamboo frame construction utilised tight plots, each
one tailored to the needs of the home owner; averaging around
50,000 BDT (£420) per house. The houses were funded by a local
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Bangladeshi and the American Women’s Club in Dhaka.
Whilst phase one was progressing smoothly, a problem with
the proposed site for the community centre was threatening to put
a stop to phase two before it had even begun. The original site,
earmarked six months prior, during the community consultations,
had since been claimed by a group of men within the slum. A
group who were not prepared to give up the land or buy into the
good work we were doing. Many discussions took place to resolve
this issue and finally a new site was agreed.
The new site, set in a prominent location, close to the entrance
of the slum, has a modest footprint of 340sqft/32sqm. The change
in location resulted in a complete redesign and further community
consultations before the new design could be approved and
adopted. By actively involving the community from the outset I
was able to build trust with the residents; a factor fundamental to
the success of the project.
After five months the project finally got under way and
demolition and ground works commenced in mid July. Bricks
from the old building were used as aggregate in the reinforced
concrete grade beam and dust produced when crushing the bricks
was added into the mud mixture to add colour and richness to the
rammed earth walls. Everything from the old building was either
recycled in the new building or given to the most needy in the
slum.
The two storey building is modest in plan, with two single
rooms, one on the ground floor and one on the first floor. A first
floor balcony extends out over the entrance platform below which
sits over the open drain that runs parallel to the street. In this way
the building makes use of every inch of the site. The ground floor
walls are made from rammed earth; a dry mixture of earth, sand,
aggregate (in this case stone chips) and 5 % cement, added for
additional weather proofing. The 15” thick walls provide excellent
thermal mass, keeping the space cool in the summer and hot in
the winter.
A light, interlocking bamboo frame, connected back to the
earthen walls via a bamboo ring beam, sits on top of the heavy
earthen walls. The ground and first floor are connected by an
external stair, made from solid timber treads built into the wall.
The external staircase allows activities on the ground and first
floor to run in parallel without interruption.
A small garden utilises the space beneath the stairs, fulfilling
the community’s strong aspiration for a green space. Local

craftsmanship is showcased throughout the building. The timber
framed shutters, inlaid with bamboo slats, are beautifully crafted.
The entire front elevation is made up of shutters, allowing the
building to open up to the street. Sitting in a prominent location,
the building acts as a gatehouse, a place to stop and rest. Solar
panels, located on the corrugated iron roof, provide electricity
to run both internal and external lighting. The reliability of this
electricity is something the residents have never experienced.
By eliminating the need to connect to the national grid the
community can easily sustain the centre without the burden of
regular electricity bills.
Not only does this building provide much needed space for
the community but the actual process of building and running the
facility encouraged the community to come together and organise
themselves within a committee, fundamentally taking control
over the management of the centre. A key objective was to give
them the confidence, structure and responsibility to start solving
their own problems. The project was more than just a building,
it was a tool used to give the people of Jorgen Babur Mart the
opportunity to develop the slum into something better, inevitably
providing a better quality of life.
I am immensely proud of what I have achieved in a relatively
short period since completing my Masters. I learned a vast
amount from my experience in Bangladesh, I overcame numerous
challenges and at times the venture took its toll both mentally
and physically. Numerous times I thought about giving up but
my intrinsic determination along with the people of Jorgen
Babur Mart kept me going. On the 21st December 2012, JBM
Community Centre was officially opened. 2012 has indeed been a
year to remember.
Special thanks goes to all those who donated to this project.
Marianne Keating
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students

all photos: cara shields

My Journey Since Winning the BD Class of 2011 Award

Norman Foster Office Visit

In October 2011 I was awarded the “Class of 2011 award” by Building
Design at the Architect of the Year Awards in London. The award
consisted of a scholarship to study at the IE School of Architecture
and Design in Madrid, a new business Masters programme geared
towards starting and managing an architectural practice. The IE
Business School was ranked the 6th best business school in the
world this year by the Financial Times so winning the fully funded
scholarship was a once in a lifetime opportunity.
I won the scholarship based on the success of a joint venture
project with a fellow student, Marianne Keating, where we
partnered with a local Bangladeshi charity to design a community
centre for a slum town in the North West of Bangladesh. The initial
stage of the project consisted of 6 weeks in Bangladesh where we
carried out community consultations and design workshops with
the local villagers. After returning to Glasgow with a complete
design, my partner and I were determined to make the project a
reality for the community and set it upon ourselves to raise the full
amount required for the community centre to be built.
Thanks to family, friends, colleagues, local architects and
University tutors, we managed to raise the full building cost of
£5000. Once funding had been secured, Marianne returned to
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Bangladesh to continue with the project whilst I enrolled in the
scholarship.
The Scholarship
The Masters in Architectural Management and Design is a 13
month course aimed at bridging the gap between design and
business. The programme consists of online sessions and several
periods spent between Madrid and London, covering an array
of subjects from traditional business topics such as economics,
business strategy and marketing, through to industry related
subjects like BIM, computational design and 3D printing. I have
been taught by a range of high calibre academics and industry
specialists, such as partners from Foster + Partners, a Managing
Partner of OMA and Partners from BIG (Bjarke Ingels Group).
Appealing to an international audience, the flexibility of the
course enables students to attend from all around the world and
attracts a wide range of professionals, from young independent
professionals eager to start their own practice, junior designers
who wish to take on management responsibilities within their
firm, to partners in architectural firms hoping to reinvent
their practices. As a new graduate, I have been exposed to an
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Zaha Hadid Office Visit

Aedas Office Visit

AoYA Award

Group Work

Presenting to British Land

international network of professionals which has enriched the
whole learning experience for me.
Due to the course’s structure and flexibility, I was able to
relocate from Glasgow to Rotterdam to start a graduate placement
as a business development trainee at OMA whilst studying. During
my time at OMA, I led a competition entry for a convention centre
in Strasbourg by coordinating the application process between
OMA and sub consultants. I was also part of the team who put
together the tender bid for the Southbank Centre redevelopment
competition in London, which unfortunately we lost!
Although this job did not involve any design, venturing
into business development enabled me to develop a skill set
that I had not acquired at University. I was immersed in one of
the most exciting architecture practices in the world, which led
me to experience their processes, liaising with potential clients,
researching into new and established markets and also giving me a
hands on experience in the way OMA conducts business.
Since working for OMA and studying the Masters, I have
become increasingly aware of the emphasis architects place on
design when running a company. My first degree barely touched
upon business, however the Masters at IE has given me the

opportunity to learn and experience how successful architects
have built up sustainable practices. In the second, face to face
period, which was held at the RIBA in London for three weeks,
a series of office visits to Rogers, Stirk and Partners, Zaha Hadid,
Carmody & Groake, Aedas, David Chipperfield and Paul Davis
Architects, exposed how practices operate to achieve business and
design excellence.
Over this year I have gained an insight into how business
management can enhance an architecture firm and provide strong
foundations to grow sustainably. Whilst graduating in the midst of
a recession, I have also learned that students and graduates need
to diversify when times are tough. I would never have predicted
that within my first year as a graduate I would be living in Holland,
working in business development at OMA and studying a Masters
in business at the IE School of Architecture and Design. However
I have learned valuable skills at such a young age which one can
only hope will give me a good platform to embark on my career.
2012 was a crash course in business for me, who knows what 2013
will bring…
Cara Shields

51

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S P R I N G 2 013

students

photos: university of strathclyde archives

vessels

Frank Walker Perspective

1966

The word ‘Vessel’ evokes connotations of ships or large containers,
which in the context of this article is rather apt. Not only due to
the Architecture Building at Strathclyde being arranged akin to
a ship, but also to the notion of a collective of people within a
building embarking on a common journey. Essentially that is what
we, in each of Scotland’s Schools of Architecture, have in common.
Another reality we share is that, fundamentally, the quality of
our education on the route to qualification is directly related to the
vessel that house us. I have no doubt that readers of the Quarterly
will know that this statement is overwhelmingly obvious.
However, it is our duty as a profession to reiterate the importance
of architectural quality as a driver of economies, a constituent
of identity and a foundation of human happiness to our clients,
employers and elected representatives.
What follows is a cross section of the buildings which have
influenced the scores of architecture students that have travelled
through them. This article is compiled as a snapshot, offering a
contemporary view on these vessels whilst also comparing that
with the intentions of the architects who built them. Newbury
Tower, now demolished, was initially built to house an architecture
school. With looming doubts over the future of some of the
buildings featured, we must ask ourselves whether we wish them
the same fate.
This article marks the first time we know of that the five Schools
in Scotland have, metaphorically speaking, collectively written
from the same pen. It is timely and appropriate to be published
in this issue of the Quarterly, with the RIAS mobilising to elect
representatives from each school onto its education committee
(and students onto every other committee – Ed.), thus reflecting
the soaring, and more engaged, student membership. This is an
aspiration to be supported and commended. Thanks go to the
correspondents from each school who collectively wrote ‘Vessels’
and to RIAS staff for their sterling assistance.

Ruairidh Campbell Moir is a Masters student
at the Strathclyde School of Architecture. He
currently serves as Vice-President of the A@131
late 1966
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society and as a student representative on R.I.A.S.
Council. visit www.studio-earth.co.uk/rona
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The Scott Sutherland
Building / Garthdee House
Architect
T Scott Sutherland and Partners (first
extension to Garthdee House) and
Thomson, Taylor, Craig and Donald
(second extension to the building).
Contractor
Alexander Hall & Sons carried out
construction on a time and materials
basis.
Date of Completion
1957 (alterations and additions)
Floor Area
7674m2		
Cost
£130,000. Thomas Scott Sutherland
carried out the work at net cost.
Grade Listing
Garthdee House, Category B Listed
Other Information
This year the school will have reached
100 years of RIBA accreditation and it
is the third oldest architecture school
in the UK. Garthdee House originally
housed the first architecture school. The
first extension was built in 1956 with
works to the second extension starting
in 1968.
What is inherited from studying in
Scott Sutherland is a sense of heritage.
The character and nature of the site
surrounding the campus supports a sense
of tradition that is intrinsic with the
School’s rich history. The building is located
within a picturesque landscape, defined by
the River Dee which runs south of the site.
The first year projects take full advantage
of this setting and the proximity to the
river allows the students to work outside
and exploit the surroundings.

When the architecture school acquired
Garthdee House it made sure that the
building was used extensively. There
are currently links at every level of the
building to the Victorian mansion. The
traditional house was altered with the
addition of two extensions, and today it
is used as administration offices, drawing
and critique rooms. Teachings on the
materiality of buildings are personally
experienced with Garthdee House,
which put the Granite City’s eponymous
material into practice. The important use
of Garthdee House as a hub for critical
discussion within this school is made
apparent with yearly events such as the
‘Big Crit’ taking place in its old halls. These
events place a great importance on the
involvement of the students in discussions
on current architectural ideas and themes.
The old drawing room, its fireplace and
ornamental columns preserved, feels
intact and still in time.
The high, south facing windows allow
light to flood the long master’s studios
and promotes our learning environment.
This expression within the building then
changes as you move towards the most
recent extension where north-light is
achieved with large raised roof lights that
provide for the other studios. While each
studio is orientated with views towards
the courtyard or the surrounding site,
this connection to the outside is perhaps
lost within the long spanning corridors of
the building, with glimpses to the outside
world possible only from within the stair
cores.
The main approach to the teaching of
architecture within the school as the art
of building is apparent with its current
neighbour Gray’s School of Art and the

andrea rincón

SCOTT SUTHERLAND SCHOOL

historical connection between the two
schools. In its early conception, part
time and evening classes in architectural
and mechanical drawing were taught and
established at Gray’s as far back as 1885.
Scott Sutherland is the northernmost
school of architecture in Scotland. This
condition offers and channels a different
attitude to the subject. What develops here
is a peripheral perspective of architecture,
acquired from this very particular context.
This is evident in the School’s strong
Scandinavian links, with contacts to other
schools and practices in Nordic countries.
In the early period of the school, such
isolation had its negative and positive
effects. There are great stories of students
that recall taking lessons at Garthdee
House while the grounds were still being
farmed. The distinctive setting and the
location of the school have been the
constant and dominant aspects of my
education.
Andrea Rincón is a final year
student at Scott Sutherland
and is the current copresident of the 57 ° 10
Architecture society
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LAURISTON PLACE/LADY LAWSON
STREET
Architect
John More Dick Peddie & George
Washington Browne (in Beaux-Arts
style)
Date of Completion
1909
Grade Listing
Category A listed (1970)
other Information
Architecture building added to the east
end in 1961. Architect: Ralph Cowan
Hunter Building added in 1977.
MINTO HOUSE
Previously History of Art and
Architecture. Originally built for
extramural medical classes in 1878 on
the site of William Adam’s 1738 house
for Gilbert Elliot, Lord Minto. Joined
to the former Free Tron Church on the
east. Joined to the Maltings (the former
Campbell, Hope & Kinghorn brewery,
dated 1849). Fully linked together in
1976.
Where once there were six schools of
architecture in Scotland, there are now
five. The two former schools in Edinburgh,
the University of Edinburgh and the
Edinburgh College of Art, are now one
amalgamated school: ESALA – Edinburgh
School of Architecture and Landscape
Architecture.
This “merger” is a topic that is discussed
at endless length in academic e-mails,
lectures, and surveys, that, frankly, most
of us ignore. The only real implications
our year group (2009-2013) care about,
are the physical manifestations of the
two vast institutions coming together. It
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has not been an entirely seamless process
- there have been a lot of boring issues
with conflicting printer credit systems and
after-dark door entry codes.
However, for us at least, the advantages
of the schools coming together are starting
to show. We have enjoyed an extremely
wide range of studio spaces, having access
to the property of both the UoE and the
ECA: from the vaulted almost windowless
white caves of the Maltings to the lofty
glazed heights of the Hunter building.
We have at least three woodworking
workshops (that I have found), and at least
as many architecture libraries. Throughout
six academic semesters, I have made a
studio home in three totally autonomous
buildings. The plethora of resources we
have access to – both in terms of available
spaces, and the knowledge wealth of two
established institutions – very capably
solidify our student experience. Our
studios, almost literally, stretch across our
beautiful Georgian city context.
And therein lies the crux of architectural
study within ESALA. Surely, the tutors
are devout, inspired and inspiring, the
physical extents of the studios are more
than sufficient, and the circulation
worthy of extensive diagramming. But
it is our context that excels. Besides the
likes of Rome or Venice, there is probably
nowhere that offers such a magnificent
frame for the school of architecture: it
is arguably the right city in which to
study architecture in Scotland. From first
year to fourth year, our ECA-studio bay
windows have faced the mighty castle
rock. In bright weather it is arrestingly
picturesque, and in the blizzards and
torrents of January and February, is the
sort of sublime, foreboding presence

calum campbell

ESALA

normally reserved for fantasy films and
graphic novels. The grand, renaissance
(inspired) National Museum of Scotland;
an exemplary blend of architecture and
engineering, building and sculpture is a
further inspiring presence, immediately
opposite the Maltings studios.
Incidentally, our final semester’s
central design project is looking at a
very proximate urban context – within
Edinburgh’s Old Town. This is the fourth
project I have attempted now, set within
our city – our extended studio. The fact
we have such a rich context in which to
study, to work, or simply to aimlessly
amble through, is invaluable inspiration
and motivation. For the school leaver
considering study at ESALA, I would
suggest looking past the open days and
the size of the studios, the workshops
and the vibrancy of the staff, even past
the excitement that a brand-new MA
Architecture course presents. Look instead
to the architecture that surrounds it: the
city, the continuation of our studios.
Calum Campbell, studying
undergraduate MA
Architecture at ESALA,
graduating June 2013.
www.calum-campbell.net

S P R I N G 2 013 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

jack taylor

GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART
BOURDON BUILDING	
Architect
Keppie Henderson & Partners
Date of Completion
1980
other information
Quote from Building Design at the time:
‘stands as an object lesson in how to make
practically every mistake in the book’

jack taylor

The Mackintosh School of Architecture’s
Bourdon building, named after the
school’s first professor, Eugene Bourdon,
has been home to the school’s architecture
department for over thirty years since
moving from the ever-so-slightly more
prestigious building next door. The
Bourdon was conceived as a result of the
Newbery Tower, originally intended to
house the architecture school, being given
over to other departments. The aim of the
project was to resurrect the Art School’s
architecture and planning department as
an alternative to courses being run at the
time by Glasgow University. The building
was finally completed in 1980, after a
serious fifteen year stint of planning
debacles, funding shortfalls and design

changes that turned the original brick
faced design into the in-situ concrete
structure with steel framed upper floor
creating an interesting hybrid building.
A 1980 Building Design article slated
the building. Despite its questionable
appearance, however, and its rather
ironic environmental performance as the
home for the School’s, science-led, ‘green’
research unit, the Bourdon building has
some strong tricks up its sleeve that over
time have created an effective atmosphere
in which to learn about the tricky business
we call architecture.
So far as I can gather, the reputation
of the ‘Mac’ is that it gives you the ability
to think creatively and independently,
whilst equipping you with the skills for
healthy collaboration and working within
large design teams. This is evident in
the teaching style, a rigorous balance
between individual tutorials and larger
group critiques with an emphasis on
both design projects and group work.
Although the curriculum will no doubt

have changed since the early Bourdon days
it is now as it would have been then - well
complimented by the internal layout. The
juxtaposition of the studios, circulation
and working spaces exposes students to
heated debate, technical drawings left on
computers and a whole host of imagery
within the daily walk around the Bourdon.
It allows for the impromptu exchange
of ideas and therefore collective creative
development. The studio levels, mostly
free of partitions or any form of spatial
hierarchy, can therefore be perceived as a
constantly evolving exhibition, free from
pretensions and pre-conceived ideas of
what architecture is or should be.
The original idea of the Bourdon
building was to prepare architects and
planners for working life by recreating
an open plan office environment. A
mere thirty years on and the Bourdon is
easily up there with the rest of Glasgow’s
70s concrete survivors and in need of
some good maintenance. The initial
concepts about openness, education and
preparation for employment, however, are
faring much better. With more discussion
on architectural pedagogy and the ‘gap’
between abstract theory and practice
recently, my hope is that the Mac provides
a great example of how architecture can
be taught as a whole. A clear link from
concept to finished form is demonstrated
in the layout of the building itself. For me
this is the Bourdon’s greatest success.
Josh Murphy is currently on his
year out after three years of
study at the ‘Mac’. He is working
for 5plus architects in London
and is currently a student
representative on RIAS Council.
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MATTHEWS BUILDING
Architect
Baxter, Clark and Paul		
Date of Completion
1974

campbell metcalfe

A throwback to triumphalist Brutalism,
it is fair to say the building that houses
Dundee Architecture School is amongst
the most hated on campus. Among nonarchitecture students that is.
Before my internment at architecture
school it was easy to see why. Imposing
itself upon the Dundee skyline, it appeared
to all outwith its numerous alumni as
a testament to the ‘egotism’ of modern
architecture. A massive ‘fuck you’ to the
city and its history.
But this was before. Before sitting
through days in the infinitely long studio
space. Before seeing the sun set over the
Tay from the Masters studio. Before the
winters of working by the glow of heaters
protecting us from the onslaught of the
world outside the single glazing. Before
waiting in the pits outside our lecture
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theatres - sitting and talking unaware of
how we had all crowded around the light
from the glazed ceiling three floors up.
Before we had learned our way around
the labyrinthine passageways linking
our building to the Art School next door;
the Art School with its lure of food from
the Canteen and a way to satisfy our
inevitable, stationary fetish from the Art
Shop. Before I came to love my building.
In the final year of passing through
Dundee Architecture School, I now realise
how much is owed to the environment
in which we study. Our building has
provided an environment that enriches
the education of the architects, designers
and artists it houses. It doesn’t determine
behaviour, it provides numerous types
of space within which a strong, creative
identity can emerge; from the introverted
‘focus’ of the roof lit studios, housing
the first to fourth years, to the outward
looking western and southern glazed
studio spaces of the Masters Studio, to the
social ‘Voids’ and ‘Pits’ outside the battery
of lecture theatres. The school provides a
suite of spatial environments that carefully
balance the social with the academic. The
Dundee School of Architecture encourages
behaviour without enforcing it. It provides
an environment that prioritises the
individual from the most basic spatial
design elements through to the ethos of
the school itself.
Of course, it has its flaws. All buildings
do. It’s cold, draughty, badly built, often
cramped; it is a product of its time. But
as with those closest to you, I have come
to love even the most flawed bits of the
school.
I now defend the school from those
who might attack it as I once did. They

campbell metcalfe

DUNDEE

say ‘What happened?’, Why do you like it
now?’ And I can’t deny it, my views have
changed. The building has become alive,
populated with my memories and stories.
I grew up behind its walls. Its monolithic
façade, once intimidating, is now protective
and comforting. Its expressed block and
concrete, once dour and depressing is now
freeing, a blank spatial canvas upon which
students can grow. The irony is not lost
that architecture -the most public of the
arts- is learned in private. But the building
is expressed as a place to learn, away from
the pressure of the outside world. Like a
concerned parent the building protects its
students, until they are ready.
To the outside the world, the building
that houses the Dundee Architecture
School may be the most hated on campus.
But it has helped me to learn and I am
thankful for it.
Campbell Metcalfe is a final
year Masters student in
the University of Dundee
Architecture School.
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SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE (AND
BUILDING SCIENCE)
Architect
Frank Fielden & Associates; associates:
Frank Walker and Robert Morrison;
staff: John Cunningham
Engineer
Ove Arup & Partners
Contractor
Thaw & Campbell
Quantity Surveyor
Muirhead Muir & Webster
Date of Completion
Autumn 1966
Floor Area
4900 m2		
Cost
£324,777 (total cost including external
works @ £17,670)
Grade Listing
Category B (04.09.2012)
Other Information
Ash-framed furniture, corresponding
with structural spans and planning
dimensions, was designed by the
architects and manufactured in Glasgow.
Fulfilling part of Robert Matthew’s
campus development plan of the early
1960s, the then Professor of Architecture
designed the first purpose-built school
of architecture in the UK since the 1930s.
Acting as architect and client, Frank
Fielden produced a fitting environment for
architectural education that continues to
function beyond expectation almost half a
century later.
The building’s disciplined linear
organisation is a pragmatic resolution of
the precipitous, narrow site. The steep
fall across the site is exploited by a semibasement. On the ground floor are the

ross brown

STRATHCLYDE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE

undergraduate computer suite (‘the lab’)
and postgraduate research offices. The
lecture theatre (‘G4’) and exhibition gallery
are accessed directly from the generous
entrance foyer: expressly arranged to
accommodate public events. A sculptural
concrete mural by artist Charles Anderson
gives the foyer an abstract centrepiece,
while a ‘flying’ staircase dramatically
ascends. On the first and second floors
extensive open-plan studios take full
advantage of the building’s unobstructed
north, east and west aspects. Library,
seminar rooms and ancillary functions
form an internal spine, flanked by staff
offices along the south elevation.
The cast in-situ reinforced concrete
frame is exposed throughout: deep
crossbeams visibly carry the seemingly
impossible cantilever of the upper two
storeys, and the syncopated rhythm of
paired columns regulates the otherwise
unimpeded expanse of studios. Discrete
‘bays’ are further defined and rendered
externally readable by repeating brickwork
panels, glazed or blind projections and
angular north-lights. Hardwood parquet
flooring complements the once raw
concrete and brick, furnishing a robust
‘simple workshop’ environment which
has withstood almost 50 years of abuse.

Such exhibition of structure, honesty
of material and legibility of form owes
much to Brutalism, but here it not
merely accommodates, but in fact aids
architectural education.
Partitioning in several areas has
diminished the continuity of space, as
has covering the eastern second floor void
(admittedly ‘the pit’ created is an effectual,
multi-functional quirk). Regrettably, little
custom-made furniture and few original
light fittings remain. The exterior remains
largely in original condition.
To what extent the building has shaped
the activity that has occurred within over
the past five decades, and how far it has
influenced the forging of a collective
identity can only be speculated. What can
be said, however, is that if the department
vacates indefinitely this summer as is
intended, it will be forfeiting a building
that not only performs and even informs
– but a building that inspires.
Ross Brown is a postgraduate
research student at the
Strathclyde School of
Architecture, currently
documenting Brutalism across
west-central Scotland. Follow
him on twitter @scotbrut or
visit scotbrut.co.uk.
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krakow
For the last seven years, Third Year
students at Dundee University, School of
Architecture have been making an annual
study trip to Krakow in Poland, where
they focus on a series of urban studies and
building visits. During this time a good
relationship has also emerged with the
School of Architecture in Krakow and this
has regularly contributed to the student
experience, where we have been greatly
assisted by Professors Krzysztof Ingarden
and Artur Jasinski.
Krakow is rich in history. The resultant
architectural fabric shows a strong
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definition still based on the original
medieval walls, the landscape zone of the
Planty and evidenced by the Barbican at
the north entrance gate to the city. To the
south, Wawel Hill with the Royal Castle
and Cathedral command views over the
River Vistula and the many spires of a city
that retains a strong religious presence
within the life of its citizens.
The students therefore have a
great opportunity to study historical
urban development from an emerging
medieval city through to the Nowa Huta
development of the Socialist post-war

era of the 1940’s and the challenges of
contemporary context.
Their final task after several days of
analysis is to study, measure and draw
urban spaces in detail which can be placed
into a broad framework of understanding.
Ralph Tilston
Year 3 Leader
University of Dundee, School
of Architecture

Year 3 students from University of Dundee
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Year 3 students from University
of Dundee

Location

Standing at the heart of Poland with our
fingers on its pulse, we started our trip at
the Old Town’s Market Square. To fully
understand its evolution in time, we
took three sections through the city and
traced history in the streets of the Old
Town. When the Mongols almost entirely
destroyed the city in 1241, the streets
within the Planty were rebuilt with a new
grid. Today, every building in the Old Town
follows the grid, except the churches which
survived the attacks. Walking down the
streets, one can easily distinguish between
these old churches and later development.
In addition to these churches, the Planty,
the Market Square, and the Wawel Castle
create a unique urban fabric which was
rewarding to explore.x
The measured drawing exercise was
an excellent opportunity to illustrate this
urban pattern. The buildings that we were
asked to analyse were located in Grodzka,
which used be part of the Royal Road
that connects the square with the Wawel
Castle. In groups we analysed buildings
with inner courtyards and produced a set
of drawings to demonstrate not only their
connection with the street but also their
role in bringing light into the urban block.
Furthermore the drawings showed the
edge of the Old Town and its relationship
with the Planty. Finally, we drew an overall
plan of the area to tie all the drawings
together.
Being exposed to modern precedents
day after day, the old streets of Krakow
reminded architecture students that there
are still valuable lessons to be learned from
history.
Bikem Korkuter
Year 3
University of Dundee, School
of Architecture

caption
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Year 3 students from University of Dundee
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Malopolska Garden of Arts, Krakow
Ingarden & Ewy Architects
The Malopolska Garden of Arts (MGA) is
the most recently completed project by the
Krakow architects, Ingarden & Ewy.
The project, completed in October
2012, primarily houses a multi-purpose
theatre, cinema and library, and lies to
the west of the medieval centre of the city
within a network of predominantly 19th
century streets.
First impressions are of a building
which is in stark contrast to its
surroundings, yet on closer inspection
reveals a “method of creative and abstract
contextualism” ,pursued by the architects,
whereby the form and geometry of the
neighbouring buildings can be traced
through the massing and roof profiles
of the new addition. The constraints of
the site have generated a ‘T’ plan form
that slots into context and reflects a clear
programmatic arrangement, but it is the
unique design of the rigorously applied
vertical ceramic blades placed over the
curtain walling that gives the building a
strong individual identity where it meets
the street. This is a method developed by
the architects from their earlier design

for the tourist information offices in the
centre of Krakow, but has a more refined
resolution in this case.
This is particularly successful
at Szujskiego Street where a clear
relationship has been set up between
the old riding school, the library, and
the defined linear space that gives public
access to the library at ground floor, and
the continuing route that drops down to
the cinema in the basement. In turn this
informs the linear aspect of the library and
the circulation diagram, using the zone
between the line of the structural frame
and the external envelope to locate linear
stairs cantilevered off the structure, which
creates a counterpoint to the external
steps. However, it is unfortunate that the
limits of security and fire control to the
library have created a contained dog-leg
stair that breaks this linear flow.
Whilst there is a clear and sustained
design narrative, the approach to
the theatre from Rajska Street has
been compromised to a degree by the
limitations imposed by the local planning
authority which now appear irrational

and unnecessary, and the requirement to
rebuild part of the original brick façade
confuses the architect’s intention of
creating movement through a series of
exterior and interior threshold spaces
leading to the theatre lobby. Here, the
controlled and cool set of interior spaces
sets up a dialogue for the building which
continues into the theatre, cinema and
café. The use of monotone colours gives
an almost utilitarian atmosphere, yet the
crisp detailing adds to the sense of control
which is continued through to the library.
This quality is quite remarkable given
an overall budget of 10 million euros for
the project.
It is also interesting to reflect that,
although the design responds to the
immediate context, there are echoes of
the architectural fabric to be found in the
medieval centre, and as such, MGA makes
a positive contribution to the continuing
urban language of Krakow.
Ralph Tilston
Architecture
University of Dundee

61
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For the largest range of Italian office furniture in Scotland, visit our
custom-built showroom just 30 minutes from the heart of Glasgow.
One office chair or a complete refit, we’re here to support every
step of your project, from concept to installation.
Saxen: comprehensive commercial workspace solutions.

0845 652 0454
www.saxen.com
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UK Pavilion Seed Cathedral, Shanghai Expo, China (photo: Iwan Baan)

63

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S P R I N G 2 013

provide a sufficiently flexible space. But
this is not an area of hard and fast rules.
The book discusses in detail the
different needs of dementia sufferers;
as diverse as any other people in the
population and comprises four parts:

summaries. Eight case studies from across
the world illustrate many of the key facets
of the book. A good read.
Grant Gordon FRIAS

1. Why the Outdoors is Important,
2. Civil Liberty and Cultural
Considerations,
3. Design Guidance,
4. Using the Outdoors.

BP128 Designing Outdoor
Spaces for People with
Dementia
Editors: Annie Pollock, Mary
Marshall
Contributors: Various
Hammond Press & DSDC
(University of Stirling)
£35.00
This is a splendid book which should
be read by all architects and landscape
architects. It contains much practical
design guidance on external environments
around buildings and with a specific
focus on outdoor spaces for people with
dementia. There are currently about
800,000 people with dementia in the UK;
about 17,000 are under the age of 65. As
people live longer, a greater number of us
will have dementia; 25% more in the next 9
years and twice as many by 2050, according
to the Alzheimer’s Society.
The term ‘dementia’ is an umbrella
term for a set of diseases of the brain,
all of which are progressive, and which
mostly affect older people. Sadly it seems
that many people in the field of dementia
care are unaware of the importance for
people with dementia of being outdoors.
This book seeks to help anyone involved
in procuring, designing or advising on
facilities for people with dementia, mostly
relating to care homes, but the principles
apply universally. Architects, for example,
need to know about activities in order to
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A lot of research (assiduously
referenced, credited and acknowledged)
backs up the assertion that outdoor access
at will is beneficial to people with dementia.
This is however not an academic guide, but
a book for people in practice. It avoids
jargon and technical language and will be
of immense help to care home managers,
associated medical and care staff, architects
and people with dementia themselves as
well as their relatives and carers.
The benefits of easy outdoor access are
considered; e.g. vitamin D input, better
general health, psychological benefits,
reduction in use of drugs, but perhaps
most importantly, pleasure in fresh air in
an inviting, safe and social setting. This
is reflected in happier, calmer people and
more relaxed staff and/or carers. The
point is made that outdoor areas should,
if possible, reflect the lifestyle of the
residents, exemplified by a case study from
Australia.
The chapter on ‘site and climate
considerations’ contains information
that is mostly familiar to architects and
landscape architects. It is however clearly
explained and an enormously helpful
primer in focusing on the importance of
these factors in environmental design,
including terraces and roof gardens and
can be applied to outdoor spaces generally,
particularly public ones. Much of the advice
on layouts, walking surfaces, entrances,
signage, street furniture and crossings,
steps and ramps is as recommended for
disabled people generally.
The design principles are clearly stated.
Each chapter has ‘key point’ panels as

Thomas Heatherwick: Making
Thomas Heatherwick & Maisie
Rowe
Thames and Hudson
£38.00
There should be room in every household
for this beautifully produced collection of
projects by Thomas Heatherwick. It is only
surprising that he has failed to make this
coffee table book into an actual coffee table
(though it is easy to imagine the book/
furniture concept being prototyped in his
studio).
Heatherwick begins by introducing
us to his extended family and in doing so
proves that the apple seldom falls far from
the tree - his grandfather was a writer and
musician, grandmother a textile designer,
mother a painter and jeweller and his
father an expert in fostering the creativity
of others. It feels as though young Tom’s
career path was pre-ordained.
During his studies at Manchester
Polytechnic and later at the RCA
Heatherwick developed a strong and
abiding love of materials and a concern
for the way in which contemporary
architecture and design had become elite
professions, distanced from manufacturing
and the building trade. It was critically
important for him that design should be
hands-on, the designer familiar with his
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Bizarrely as the Studio grows in
success (and the projects increase in value)
there is no discernible over-arching design
philosophy, other than a willingness to
treat each new commission as unique and
distinctive. What comes through again
and again is the Heatherwick Studio’s
alchemical ability to transform base
materials into objects and buildings with
an inherent value far in excess of their
financial cost, through invention and
quirky irreverence for convention. The
silvery, hairy UK Pavilion for the 2007
Shanghai Expo was built for half the
budget of other Western nations.
The authors revel in explaining the
rationale behind projects and liberally
sprinkle the text with evidence in
support of their reasoning. This book is
interspersed with anecdotes covering
a myriad of topics; Eastern European
New Year traditions, Mr Whippy sales in
Littlehampton, competitive athletics or
bee hives on tower blocks.

In short this book is a cornucopia
of inspiration that proves research can
be fascinating and designing is fun
(particularly if you can find like minded
people to share the process).
Through it all the personality and
imagination of Thomas Heatherwick
shines clearly. In the words of his mentor
(and erstwhile promoter of the chicken
brick) Sir Terence Conran, Heatherwick is
‘…a Leonardo da Vinci of our times’.
Peter Robinson RIAS

Iwan Baan

materials and thrilled at the possibility of
being involved in making everything from
Christmas cards to London buses, park
benches to power stations. To this end he
set up Heatherwick Studio in order that
teams of designers, artists and craftsmen
could collaborate on projects and have
their prototypes built and tested in-situ.
The Studio’s work (and that of the
young student Heatherwick) is illustrated
on the following six hundred or so pages,
starting with his self manufactured
Pavilion and stretching chronologically
up to 2007 (before the famous Olympic
Cauldron was conceived). A love of
materials for their intrinsic qualities – be
it cardboard, postage stamps (a common
theme), ceramics or cling film – is a strand
that weaves through all the projects.
Designs delight in repetition, interlinking
and a playful attitude to scale; a crumpled
paper ball becomes a pavilion, a giant
chandelier is made out of interlinking
street lights.

Reading Architecture
A Visual Lexicon
By Owen Hopkins
Laurence King Publishing
£19.95

Pacific Place

Reading Architecture – A Visual Lexicon is
an ‘architectural dictionary’ which aims to
document a visual guide through extensive
use of annotated images and illustrations,
from a range of architectural periods and
styles. The author attempts to provide an
easy to use cross referencing tool on the
built environment around us. The layout
has allowed for easy cross referencing;
with every annotation directing the reader
to similar examples/further information
throughout the three simply titled
chapters: Building Type, Structures and
Architectural Elements (plus glossary at
the back).
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Of Its Time and Place - The
Work of Richard Murphy
Architects
Artifice
£29.95
Novitatem meam contemnunt ego illorum
ignaviam – “They despise my novelty, I
their timidity” - was an apt inscription
on Richard Murphy’s letterhead when he
started out in private practice. Twenty
one years ago he was ploughing his
architectural furrow in a harsh and stuffy
Edinburgh climate, where pastiche was
championed by planners and overtly
modern architecture was confined to the
back gardens of suburbia.
Murphy was an outspoken thorn in
the establishment’s side, all the more so

William Purdie RIAS
Moore Street housing
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because of the eloquence and clarity with
which he delivered his arguments. The
conservative burghers could only feebly
counter ‘we don’t do that sort of thing
around here’. Twenty one years on Richard
Murphy Architect’s impressive body of
work is not necessarily an indication of
a wholesale climate change, but perhaps
more of a dogged determination, and
success in getting people to understand
the practice’s work. This book is a
comprehensive and clearly articulated
summary not only of that work, but of the
thinking and influences behind it.
In his introductory essay Richard
MacCormac sets out RMA’s ‘DNA’, shared
with makers like Cullinan and Stansfield
Smith, and essentially arts and crafts. This
is a tidy beginning to the narrative of the
monograph. There is a clear linearity to
the development of ideas in RMA’s work.
This is illustrated nicely and reinforced
through illustration of starting points and
influences behind ideas: Aldington, Utzon,
Mercutt, Wright, Mackintosh and Soane.
While some ideas might be borrowed,
RMA has developed, pushed, pulled and
made many their own: the external stair,
the opening corner, windows as places to
dave morris

The high number of images and
illustrations, with annotations for
everything from balconies to glass curtain
walls, makes it simple for readers to
understand building features quickly and
easily. The images are of a high-quality
which cover several different periods and
genres, and also underline examples of
further reading for young students by
naming several famous buildings and
the architects of the examples shown in
chapter 1 ‘building types’. Although this
feature is not replicated in other chapters,
where fascinating images of buildings
and details are not titled and remain
anonymous to the reader who could have
used the information to seek further
information on the subject or architect.
When read by a first year architecture
student, this easy reference book will
provide them with a basic understanding
and awareness of the aesthetics and
make-up of the buildings that surround
us and will assist them in architectural
observation and conversation.
However it can be said that its use
as a ‘dictionary’ is not ideal as there are
significant gaps in architectural history
and detailed construction information. As
pointed out in the introduction the book
only deals with the western architecture
tradition. Its lack of historical information
also makes it difficult to understand why
such developments in building style and
design occurred. It is for these reasons
that this book would be preferably suited
as a quick reference tool, along with a more
comprehensive text such as A History of
Architecture – on the Comparative Method
by Banister Fletcher.
Overall the book is limited when it
focuses on visual documentation rather
than an ‘encyclopaedic’ detailed study.
Consequently it is lightweight in detail
and context. However the approach has
resulted in a general guide book which can
be best described as an introductory or
student architectural phrasebook.
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sit, ridgelights, flatbar balustrades and big
sliding screens.
The Scarpian layered tectonic first seen
in Edinburgh’s Fruitmarket Gallery has
found iterations in Dundee Contemporary
Arts Centre and Edinburgh’s Maggie’s
Centre. Layering is not confined to an
articulation of old and new and this is
demonstrated in new build projects such
as an office and hotel in Aberdeen and
UEL’s Computer and Conference Centre.
However, it is the workings and
experience of the practice’s buildings that is
perhaps more important, and wherein lies
the longevity of RMA’s success. Murphy’s
understanding of how people interact and
what makes them tick generates hugely
successful social spaces, from the large
scale melting pot at the heart of Dundee
Contemporary Arts to shared external
stairs at Graham Square Glasgow. Murphy
notes ‘even the simple act of climbing the
staircase becomes a little piece of theatre,
an opportunity to stop and say hello to
neighbours’.
Not only is this book substantial, it is
accessible and jargon free, consistent in the
high quality of its writing, photography
and use of drawings. There is also great
depth in the book, and the inclusion of
unbuilt projects is valuable. In addition to
MacCormac’s essay, there are contributions
from a range of clients, but perhaps most
illuminating is ‘A Builder’s Tale’ - Steve
Evans of Inscape Joinery’s appreciative
reflection on his working relationship with
Murphy. ‘This may surprise some’, says
Evans ‘but Richard Murphy is not a difficult
man to deal with....he is not so blinded by
self belief that he sometimes fails to see
the sometime conflicting needs of the
builder or the client.’ This underlines how
important the making of buildings and
understanding of people is in the creation
of RMA’s architecture. And Murphy
himself is now better understood, building
his own town house in conspicuous sight
in Edinburgh’s New Town. Today it seems
his novelty is far from despised.
Wil Tunnell RIAS

Reading Architecture and
Culture
Researching Buildings Spaces
and Documents
Edited by Adam Sharr
Routledge
£24.99 (paperback)
In 2014 universities undergo the ‘REF’,
or Research Excellence Framework, a
mechanism by which funding bodies
measure research quality and apportion
funding for the next few years. Until
recently architectural scholarship tended
to fall foul of the normal measurements
of academia; a currency in which value is
posited in international conference papers
delivered and citations. However, in the
past few years there has been a determined
effort to transform architectural theory,
criticism and practice-based-research so
that it relates more closely to academic
conventions. Whether the discipline
has benefited from this transformation
remains to be seen.
One sub-plot of the broader debate
about what constitutes ‘legitimate
research’ and ‘theory’ is a discourse on
writing. By habit architectural writing
(certainly in the twentieth century)
outlined the intention of the architect (and
possibly the client) and then measured the
building against those ambitions. Writers
may also situate this analysis within the
broader body of the architect’s work and
that of other recognised architects. From

the late 1960s (and PoMo) and with the
growth of architecture as an academic
discipline in the 1980s this approach has
been under attack. Reading Architecture
and Culture is part of this polemic.
Reading Architecture and Culture is a
very interesting collection of essays, they
are rich in content and would be of use to
any serious student of architecture. At the
book’s core are some thought provoking
studies looking at significant buildings such
as the CaixaForum in Madrid by Herzog
and De Meuron, The Palace of Peace and
Concord in Astana by Foster +Partners and
Sverre Fehn’s Hamar Museum. However
my recommendation comes with a caveat.
Although the writing is often intelligent
and thought provoking; the author’s
subjective interpretation overrides all
other considerations. Some readers will
find these very personal journeys and
explorations charming and illuminating
others will find the layers of interpretationon- interpretation academically self
indulgent and unhelpful. Either way the
book is strangely provocative.
Editor Adam Sharr and the other
contributors appear to share the common
belief that a building is a piece of cultural
production, which can be analysed without
reference to the intentions of its architect.
The subjective ‘reading’ of the building
within a broader cultural context and in
relation to a specific aspect of social theory
is understood as more valuable than the
creative impulses of the individual author
of the building. As a result Baudrillard,
Bourdieu and Heidegger feature quite
heavily in the text. Sometimes the reader
can’t help feeling that they become a
barrier to a proper appreciation of the
architecture, rather than a method for
achieving greater insight.
Penny Lewis
All these new titles
are available at the RIAS
bookshop, 15 Rutland Square,
Edinburgh; by mail order (0131
229 7545); or online at www.
rias.org.uk
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TECHNICAL

THE LATEST NEWS FROM RIAS PRACTICE
If you have issues you would like to discuss
please do noT hesitate to contact us.
Maryse Richardson, Manager: PRACTICE
0131 229 7545 mrichardson@rias.org.uk
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PRACTICE UPDATE

the provisions for termination,
any special provisions for dispute resolution.

RIAS Chartered Practice
Since Council approval of the RIAS Chartered Practice scheme in
September 2012, it has proved popular with practices large and
small. In these difficult times practices are taking the opportunity
to add a useful marketing tool to enhance their business prospects.
Chartered Practice was deliberately linked to our existing Practice
Services scheme, which has been running for over 25 years, and
the launch of a new RIAS Directory of Practices in Spring 2013.
The RIAS has chosen to avoid unnecessary procedural costs
by incorporating the RIAS Chartered Practice scheme within the
existing framework of practice support and guidance, already
delivered by the Incorporation. It provides an enhanced benefit for
practices who have a significant proportion of Chartered staff and
invest in the knowledge offered by Practice Services, demonstrably
keeping themselves up to date with issues affecting practice.
Eligibility Criteria Reminder
Practices subscribing to Practice Services AND who also meet the
criteria of eligibility for the Directory (at least 1 RIAS member in a
position of senior management and at least 20% of RIAS members
amongst the ARB registered architects working in the practice) are
now able to designate themselves as an “RIAS Chartered Practice”.
Eligible practices are able to promote their practice as an “RIAS
Chartered Practice” using the RIAS Chartered Practice logo on
letterheads, website, advertising, RIAS Directory, etc.

Terms and Conditions of Appointment – ARB
Code Requirements
Remember that the ARB code demands that an architect should
not undertake work unless the parties have clearly agreed in
writing the terms of the contract, with specific reference to the
following:
the scope of the work,
the fee and method of calculating it,
the allocation of responsibilities,
any limitation of responsibilities,
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If the above are not included in the contract agreement with
your client you are in breach of the code.
The vast majority of complaints referred to ARB concern
domestic projects. They very often centre on fees and the way in
which architects’ fee invoicing is presented, or how cost estimates
are reported. Many of these complaints could be avoided with
good communication and business practice and the use of the
RIAS Standard Forms of Appointment.
Most projects will be of a kind where an estimate of fees to be
charged can be given reasonably accurately. All material changes to
the brief following the original appointment should be recorded,
as should any adjustment to the scope of the work and fees. Always
use the latest version of SCA/2000 or ASP 2005 and take time to
explain the conditions to your client. It is good practice to use all
parts of the RIAS Standard forms (memorandum of agreement,
schedule of project details, schedule of services, conditions of
appointment and definitions). Using only the memorandum and
the schedule of services, or a bespoke letter, and referring to the
conditions without including them, could fall foul of consumer
law.
Conditions of Appointment
Architects should be aware that all of the above is covered in the
Conditions of Appointment (SCA 2000 and ASP 2005) which are
available as free downloads to Practice Services subscribers.

Practice Services 2013
RIAS Spring 2013 Practice Information is about to be published. If
you have not yet renewed your subscription this year, there is still
time to contact us to avoid missing out on important information.
If you would like to receive Practice information 2013 on paper in
a folder please let us know as soon as possible.
We have recently published a Practice Note on technical
specification To Specify or Not To Specify which will be of particular
interest to architects involved in public procurement. A practice
note on technical specification under current EU Procurement
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Rules and under EU CPD Regulations coming substantially into
force on 1 July 2013 will also be published in Practice Information
in the forthcoming months.
The RIAS continues to recommend the use of Standard Forms
of Appointment, which are all available as free downloads for
Practice Services subscribers and are updated regularly to take into
account changes in legislation.
If you have issues you would like to discuss, do not hesitate to
contact a member of the Practice team.

Planning Update
In January the Scottish Government published its Key Actions on
Planning Reform. It sets out its programme of actions to support
the ongoing reform of the Scottish planning system.
The document can be downloaded from the Scottish
Government website at the following address: www.scotland.gov.
uk/Resource/0041/00412454.pdf
For major planning applications a processing agreement
template has been published. The model agreement is in Word
format and can be adapted to individual needs. To access the
template visit the Planning pages of Scottish Government website
at the following address: www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/BuiltEnvironment/planning/National-Planning-Policy/themes/devman/Processing-Agreement
The draft Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications and
Deemed Applications) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2013 was
laid out in Parliament on 1st February 2013.
The regulations are due to come into force on 6th April 2013.
The effect of the regulations is to increase planning application
fees by approximately 20%. The increase is intended to be linked
to better performance from Local Authorities which will be
monitored. Ministers will also pursue a statutory mechanism to
penalise authorities who under perform in the longer term.

Building Standards
Lower Carbon Buildings - A Review of Energy
Standards and Guidance Within Scottish
Building Regulations
The Scottish Government is consulting on proposals for the
improvement of energy efficiency and reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions arising from both the construction of new buildings
and where work is carried out to existing buildings. This aspect
of the performance of buildings is addressed by the standards
and guidance within Section 6 (energy) of the BSD Technical
Handbooks.
Following publication of the 2007 Sullivan Report – A Low
Carbon Building Standards Strategy for Scotland, Scottish Ministers
gave a commitment to the investigation of the recommendations
of that report. Amongst the 56 recommendations made by the
Sullivan Report were proposals for staged improvements to energy
standards within building regulations, in 2010 and 2013, with the
aim of ‘net zero carbon new buildings’ by 2016/17 if practical. The
2007 report is an update on work undertaken to date. It can be
accessed on the Scottish Government website.
This consultation presents technical proposals to deliver
further reductions in emissions and seeks views on these
proposals and their introduction in 2014. The consultation
documents can be downloaded at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Publications/2013/01/4018
The RIAS will be submitting its response before 15th April. If
members have any comments please contact Maryse Richardson
mrichardson@rias.org.uk
maryse richardson
manager: practice
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Morningside Parish Church, Edinburgh
LDN Architects

Skylight International Ltd
75 Birkmyre Road
Glasgow G51 3JH
Phone 0141 445 6655, 0141 445 4219
info@skylight.co.uk

Skylight International are designers,
manufacturers and installers
of innovative glazing solutions.
Now in our 25th year.
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Energy Design Certification Update
2012 saw a significant upturn in Certification and RIAS-Energy
Design Certification as clients, design professionals and local
authorities have seen the benefit of certifying in ensuring
compliance, speeding up the verification process and of having
access to Approved Certifiers of Design (ACDs) with enhanced
skills.
There has been a growth in the number of ACDs, the number of
warrants covered by a design certificate, the number of dwellings
and the total warrantable works covered. The latter two now cover
1,200 units and £135m respectively.
During the year the cost of Section 6 Certificates and Energy
Performance Certificates lodged with the Scheme was reduced
to ensure that it remains competitive for larger projects. A user’s
Forum was also established for ACDs on a trial basis, designed to
allow ACDs to share best practice experience as part of a mutually
supportive community.
The offer of free membership (on a non-certification basis) has
also been extended to local authority Building Control Officers
(BCOs) delivering 12-15 hours of free CPD in return for feedback
and comments from BCO colleagues. The Scheme is committed
to working with Local Authorities Building Standards Scotland
(LABB), formally SASMB : http://www.sabsm.co.uk/, to ensure
continuous improvement, efficiency and the delivery of added
value in the warrant process in order to protect the public and
provide clients with a quality service.
It is hoped that this liaison will help to eliminate the widespread
misunderstanding of the Technical Standards and the building
control process by those unfamiliar with the detailed content
of the Technical Standards, which the RIAS believes is requiring
Local Authorities to apply a disproportionate level of resources to
verify compliance of warrant applications by non-professionals,
at the expense of promoting good practice within applications by
professionals.
Many of the Scheme documents have been refreshed, as
have the on-line questions to reflect the October 2011 Technical
Standards and the development in the Scheme over recent months.
Members who are already Approved Certifiers of Design, currently
undertaking or about to start the on-line tests are advised to make
sure that they have downloaded the current documents.
RIAS Energy Design Certification has also announced that
applications to provide a Section 6 - Energy (Non-Domestic)
Scheme have been lodged in association with the Chartered

Institution of Building Services Engineers. It has also lodged
applications for the creation and provision of a Section 7 Sustainability Scheme and an Operational Framework to approve
New Build Energy Assessors (drawn from Approved Certifiers of
Design) on behalf of CIAT and CIBSE.
These initiatives are a major step forward with RIAS, CIAT
and CIBSE continuing to work together to ensure that the public
interest is well served by Design Certification and that EPCs
provide reliable and accurate information.
A J Hugh FRIAS
Head of Certification
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finance

individual savings accounts (isas)
In these times of austerity, it is sometimes difficult to imagine

£11,280 but take out £2,000 the next month, you cannot put that

saving for a rainy day, or achieving your desired retirement income

£2,000 back in an ISA in the same tax year. The ISA holding may be

once you come to retire. However, there are many ways in which

below the limit but they will be deemed to have used their annual

you can aim to provide for your future retirement. One of the

allowance.

most flexible tax efficient methods is via an Individual Savings
Account (ISA) arrangement which provides great tax efficiency for

Cash ISAs

tax payers in the UK.

Cash ISAs tend to offer higher rates of interest than conventional

An ISA is a tax-efficient “wrapper” in which you can hold either
stock market-based investments or a traditional savings account.
Any interest earned on savings or bonds and any capital gains
made on investments within an ISA are tax free. This makes ISAs
particularly appealing to higher rate taxpayers, who usually have
to hand over 40% of their returns to the tax man.

accounts. A cash ISA is a tax-free savings account, usually offered
by a bank or building society. It keeps an initial investment intact,
and usually offers a higher rate of interest than taxed accounts
from the same bank or building society which is tax free.
Some ISA providers offer cash funds, which invest in the
money markets and target a set return above the Bank of England

ISAs replaced Personal Equity Plans (PEPs) and Tax Exempt

base rate. In exchange for greater potential return investors

Special Savings Accounts (TESSAs), which closed to new investors

will pay an annual management fee and may be locked into the

in April 1999. Two types of ISAs are available: stocks and shares

investment for a set term.

ISAs and cash ISAs. Because of the associated tax breaks, the
amount that can be invested in an ISA each tax year is limited.

Stocks and Shares ISAs

How the money is divided depends on the kind of assets you want

Also referred to as equity ISAs, a stocks and shares ISA can hold

to hold.

an investment fund or funds, or individual stocks and shares. This
type of ISA carries risks and should be regarded as a medium- to

Investment limits

long-term investment.

For this tax year 2012/2013, the maximum limits are £11,280 for

An investor can put their full allowance in stocks and shares,

stocks & shares ISAs and £5,640 for cash ISAs. These will however

but if they want to reduce their risk they may prefer to hold

be increased from 6 April 2013 to £11,520 and £5,720 for cash ISAs.

some of the allowance in cash. Equity ISAs should be viewed as a

You can invest your £11,280 in two ways:

medium- to long-term investment.
If you require instant access to your money, a cash ISA will

•

Put all £11,280 in stocks and shares, or

probably suit you better. But if you are thinking of investing

•

Put up to £5,640 in cash and the balance in stocks and shares.

money you can afford to lock away, you should consider shares.
If you wish to invest in a range of funds from different

A cash ISA can be held with one provider and the remainder

providers – or to benefit from lower initial charges – you should

of the overall allowance in a Stocks and Shares ISA from another

consider a fund supermarket via Professional Financial Services,

provider, or it can all be held with the same company.

where we can help you assess your aims and objectives and attitude

Investors cannot pay in more than the annual limit, even if
they have made a withdrawal. If, for example, you pay in the full
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to investment risk. We will offer a menu of funds from which a
selection is on offer, subject to minimum investment levels.
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Transferring of Existing ISAs

Obtaining Advice

It is also possible to transfer your cash ISAs into a stocks & shares

If you would like to receive more information, please contact RIAS

ISA, however, it is not possible to transfer these back into a cash

PFS on 0141-226-8866 or email us at frame@riaspfs.com.

ISA.
Frame Broadfoot

All of your allowance can be invested in stocks and shares, or
you can split it by investing in cash (the maximum permitted)
and the remainder in stocks and shares with either the same or a
different provider.
It is possible for you to make withdrawals from your ISA at
any time without loss of tax relief. However, once the maximum
amount has been subscribed to an ISA in a tax year, no further
investment will be allowed that tax year, regardless of how much

RIAS PFS
Tel 0141 226 8866
Email info@riaspfs.com
Web www.riaspfs.com

is withdrawn.

RIAS Convention 2013

big world – wee scotland

LDN Architects

strathpeffer, 17-18 May 2013

Book your place now!
Contact events@rias.org.uk for booking form
or further information.
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insurance
Office Combined Insurance Overlook at Your Peril!
The compulsory nature of professional indemnity insurance
often means that architectural practices put this to the forefront
of their considerations when it comes to insurance renewal.
Detrimentally, the renewal of the office combined insurance
is often not granted such attention; it is perceived as much less
important and frequently just gets renewed ‘on the nod’.
Firms change, office equipment increases, or decreases, gross
fee income rises, or falls and without a regular review of the
practice’s covers there is a danger that the practice could be over
insured, underinsured, or not insured at all for when an incident
may occur.
We would like to challenge this perception and highlight the
necessity of ensuring that the correct covers are in place for your
practice and the problems you are likely to face if they are not.
Within this article we consider the main areas of cover where we
have come across frequent pitfalls that have cost clients dearly.

Buildings Insurance
A practice either owns or leases the premises from which they
operate and different covers and insurance requirements apply in
each circumstance;
Buildings - Owned
Buildings insurance is designed to cover the structure of the building
against common perils such as fire, flood, lightning, explosion,
and in some wider policies, accidental damage. Cover should be
insured on the full reinstatement cost (including professional fees
and the cost of site clearance) and not, as commonly perceived,
just the market value which can differ significantly.
The question as to whether the sum insured is adequate may
require a professional survey but it is an important question to
get right. An incident might not render a complete loss of the
building but if the sum insured is inadequate, this will have a

Need to know
the boundaries?
Access over 100 years of Scotland’s land information.

ros.gov.uk/registersdirect
Contact your account manager
Russell Wilson to see what
Registers of Scotland can do
for you.
Tel 0131 528 3777 or
email russell.wilson@ros.gov.uk

ros.gov.uk
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correspondingly negative effect on any potential claim payout
for any damage suffered; this is where the application of ‘average
condition’ in a policy could be applied.
To give an indication as to how damaging this could be, here is
a working example:
Declared Value from Schedule

£180,000

Actual reinstatement figure required

£250,000

Agreed cost of rectifying damage

£3,500

(180,000 / 250,000) x 3,500 =

£2,520

less the policy excess of £100 =

£2,420

position of continuing to pay rent to their current landlord as well
as having to pay additional rent for temporary premises.
Any Questions? Can we help?
RIASIS has developed a new policy offering with a leading insurer,
which together with wide covers and competitive premiums, also
addresses issues that are of increasing importance in professional
practices. For a free review of your office combined policy covers
and a quotation from our scheme, please contact the Office Team
at RIASIS on 0131 311 4111.
Shona van der Merwe

Imagine the effect on a loss where the repair bill was £85,000;
the practice would have to fund approximately £23,900.
Buildings - Leased
If your practice operates from leased premises, we would
recommend that you consult your lease to confirm who is
responsible for insuring the building. If it is the landlord then it is
prudent to obtain a copy of the landlord’s policy to ensure that the
cover he has placed is not restrictive, for example, fire only.
Recently we took over a policy where the practice did not know
who under the lease was responsible for insuring the building; we
reviewed the lease for the practice and confirmed it was in fact
their responsibility. They had been located in this building for
many years without insurance, if the building had burned down
the practice would have had to fund the reinstatement from their
bottom line.
In leased premises, consideration should also be given to
tenants’ improvements, dependent on the lease, if there is damage
to the property the landlord may only be obliged to provide the
practice with four walls and ceiling; therefore any improvements
made by the tenants, such as a dropped ceiling, erection of
partitions or office, decoration would fall to the firm to fund.
Loss of Rent Exposure
Lastly, we often find that practices are unsure as to which party
under a lease is responsible for loss of rent insurance. Again
dependent on the lease, this may fall to either the tenant or the
landlord to insure for this. If the responsibility lies with the tenant
and the cover is not placed, in the event of damage and vacation
of the premises, the tenant may find themselves in the unhappy

Shona van der Merwe is a Client Executive
in the Financial and Professional (FINPRO)
Practice at Marsh, a global leader in
insurance broking and risk management. RIAS
Insurance Services is a trading name of Marsh
Limited.
RIAS INSURANCE SERVICES
Tel 0131 311 4292 Fax 0131 311 4280
Email ian.mccallum@marsh.com
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proud sponsor of the rias awards dinner

Established in 1999, Scope is one of Scotland’s leading bathroom
companies in both the Retail and Contract sectors. Scope is proud
Established
in 1999,
Scope
is one
Scotland’
s leading
bathroom
to have provided
many
of the
UK’of
s finest
hotels
and best
known
companies
in both
Retail
and Contract
sectors. Scope is proud
housebuilders
with the
quality
bathroom
specifications.
to have provided many of the UK’s finest hotels and best known
6000sq.ft Showroom. Please call Derek Miller to discuss any project.
housebuilders with quality bathroom specifications.
6000sq.ft Showroom. Please call Derek Miller to discuss any project.
Scope Bathrooms, 40 Colquhoun Avenue, Hillington Estate, Glasgow G52 4BN

in partnership with
in partnership with
Telephone: 0141 882 8282 www.scope-bathrooms.co.uk
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Dunfermline High School, DIA Ambassador Award Winner
PHOTO: fife council

the rias is a federation of six local chapters.
chapter activity is central to the life of the
incorporation and our services to our members.
these updates illustrate the breadth and
quality of chapter activity.
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It is with a degree of wistfulness that I sat down to write my last
contribution to the RIAS Quarterly on behalf of the Aberdeen
Society of Architects. My term in office as President ended at the
AGM in March. The two years, which have passed very quickly,
have, for me personally, been thoroughly enjoyable. I have made
many new friends and met many interesting people. I am also
grateful for the help and support I have received from colleagues,
fellow professionals, and in particular the members of the ASA
Council without whom the Society could not have achieved what
it has over this period. My whole-hearted thanks therefore go to
all of them.
The Annual Dinner on 8th March was again sponsored by
the Bancon Group. Our awards for 2012 were also presented at
that event. Whilst there were fewer entries this year, probably
reflecting the current state of the construction industry, their
quality has remained as high as ever. The Society is indebted to

Albyn School, ASA Awards

David MacLean and Bruce Balance, who were responsible for the

CPD event for members. This covered current topics of interest

organisation of the Awards this year, and to Professor Gokay Devici

to members and included an update on proposed changes to

and Fraser Middleton, my counterpart at the Dundee Institute of

Building Standards, with an emphasis on Part 6. The Health &

Architects, who were the impartial judges.

Safety Executive were also in attendance and outlined changes

Awards have gone to a number of practices and sole

to CDM legislation and reminded us of the Designers Duties

practitioners. However, a special mention must be made of Glen

which apply to us all under CDM. This latter talk appears to be of

Strachan, who has achieved the ‘hat trick’, as a recipient of an

some importance, as HSE is finding that Designers are failing to

award this year and in the past two and was also be the recipient of

properly meet the requirements of legislation. The CPD event was

the Wood for Good award sponsored by the Forestry Commission.

combined with the Society’s Annual General Meeting.

Well done to Glen for this achievement. The Awards this year were

In signing off, I would like to reiterate my thanks to all of you

sponsored by Aberdeen based Quantity Surveyors, McLeod &

for your help and support over the last two years. I would also

Aitken.

encourage you to continue to support the Aberdeen Society of

A number of members of the Society recently enjoyed a CPD

Architects, which is your organisation, and which, in conjunction

event organised by Nordan UK. Mike Moir and his team were

with the Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, gives all

keen to showcase their new facilities in Aberdeen, whilst taking

architects in Scotland a voice.

the opportunity to explain the benefits of their products in
terms of energy performance, sustainability, and environmental

Murray Restrup FRIAS,

responsibility. Their references to chain of custody, and responsible

immediate past President ASA

sourcing of timber and other materials, now seem somewhat
prophetic given the recent problems of the food industry.
Continuing on the theme of CPD, ASA staged a further free
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This quarter has been exceptionally busy in the D.I.A. with
our CPD events and Annual Awards Dinner dominating the
calendar. It was gratifying to note that in these austere times an
increased attendance of over 160 enjoyed the Awards Dinner and
the evening’s entertainment. We would like to believe that this
portrays DIA members’ active involvement and the continuing
relevance of the Institute. Among those in attendance were
Sholto Humphries, President RIAS; Iain Connelly, President Elect,
RIAS; Shona Robison MSP Dundee City East, and Minister for
Commonwealth Games and Sport; Graham Hutton, Dean and
Reader of Architecture and Planning, University of Dundee and
our fantastic speaker John McKelvie. The only thing missing was
Sholto’s chain!
The beauty of practicing architecture is that it is an inclusive
experience, an adventure enjoyed with others. The dinner was
certainly good evidence of this. Many thanks once again to our
Awards sponsors; Marley Plumbing and Drainage, Cupa Natural
Materials, Ora Ceramics, Scotframe Timber Systems, Forbo Flooring
UK, Bentleys Joinery and Shopfitting, Resistant Building Products
and Blackadders Solicitors. STO render systems also contributed
to the evening by being a dinner sponsor. Without this financial
backing the dinner could never be the success it currently is.
After last year’s bumper entry it was gratifying to have as many
high quality entries to judge again this year. My fellow judges,
Helen Brown, feature writer and columnist for ‘The Courier’ and
George Gall from ‘ACTAJOB’, resplendent in his Frank Lloyd
Wright tie, considered over 60 entries and spent an interesting
time visiting those shortlisted. Many thanks to all practices who
entered and especially to the architects and clients who made the
extra effort to make the judges feel so welcome.
The CPD events programme has also been well supported
since Rodger Brunton and Jon Arnott have reinvigorated it.
In addition to the lecture-theatre based presentations this has
included visits to Velux’s production and sales centre and a tour
of the new Dunfermline High School. This incredibly bold and
innovative DIA Ambassador Award Winner was witnessed by over
30 members who had made the trip. Many thanks once again to
Diarmid McLachlan and Colin McCreadie of Property Services
for the guided tour, insight and patience in answering so many
questions. Any Council considering commissioning a secondary
school simply must consider this an essential visit should they
wish to deliver an effective, sustainable solution.

peter gunning

dundee

baird house

DIA’s latest pro-active initiative to promote architects and
architecture includes an initial foray into television with a number
of short television programmes being compiled by Alastair Fitchett
and Jon Arnott for presenting on web-based, Dundee TV. It will be
interesting to monitor this to see how much interest is generated
by using this medium of communication. The ‘DIAlogue’ magazine
was also distributed amongst the membership and many thanks
must go to the magazine team and Peter Tait in particular for this
mammoth task.
Another highlight during the last lap of my Presidency has
been the opportunity afforded to me by President Murray Restrup
of the Aberdeen Society of Architects to judge their Awards in the
convivial and learned company of Professor Gokay Deveci and Dr
David McClean of the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and
Built Environment. It was again an interesting and rewarding
experience.
The DIA has also introduced a new Student Award presented
to Third year students this year in addition to the Best Final
Year Student. Many thanks to Ralph Tilston of the University of
Dundee and Joe Narsapur, DIA Student Liaison Representative.
An interesting afternoon was spent ‘critting’ (ah, memories!) the
students and presenting the Awards to the well-deserving recipients.
Fraser Middleton RIAS,
immediate past President DIA
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EAA Awards for Architecture 2013
The EAA Awards for Architecture 2013, launched towards the
end of last year, have once again attracted a surprisingly healthy
number of entries despite continuing depressed levels of activity
in our industry. We are delighted that the two EAA Council
members on our judging panel are joined this year by Marjory
Mackie – Design Team Leader West Lothian Council and client
representative for the Bathgate Partnership Centre by BDP which
won the EAA Building of the Year Award 2012, and Riccardo Marini
– City Design Leader, Edinburgh City Council.
Short-listed entries will be featured on the EAA website and
the winners will be announced and presented with their awards
at a special presentation event in April. An exhibition of all shortlisted entries will also be held in the RIAS Joyce Deans Room at 15
Rutland Square.
Entries have been received for the following award categories:
•
•
•
•
•

Building of the Year
Regeneration/ Conservation
Small Project
EAA Ambassador
Wood Award (new award category this year)

The Awards Reception will be held at St. Paul’s and St. George’s
Church at York Place, Edinburgh. The major internal re-working
and extension of St. P&G’s by Lee Boyd won the EAA Building of
the Year Award in 2009. We are pleased to be hosting the event in
one of our former winning buildings.
Edinburgh Urban Design Panel
EAA continues to provide three members for the Panel’s monthly
meetings, reviewing major projects at the pre-application stage.
Over the last three years our involvement with the EUDP has
become a core part of the EAA’s activities, and one where we
can positively deploy our members’ expertise to inform debate
surrounding major Edinburgh projects at an early stage. Our
continuing ability to field three representatives is dependent
on having a pool of Council members that we can draw on. We
are going to need new members of Council after April to help
maintain our ability to field EUDP reps and to engage in our other
core activities. So if you would like to be actively involved, please
contact our Secretary, Gail Palmer – you will be very welcome.
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St Paul’s and St George’s church, lee boyd architects

CPD
The theme for the 2013 CPD Programme is ‘Materials’. We are
planning a series of events exploring historic and contemporary
uses of materials from differing perspectives. Programme details
will be available shortly via the website.
We had some difficulties with our bulk e-mail system towards
the end of last year and it seems that a number of members did
not receive the usual direct e-mail alerts about events. We have
been working to fix this but I would also encourage members to
look at the website on a regular basis and to look out for RIAS
notifications as well.
Gloria Lo and Gail Palmer continue to organise the 2013
programme.
Forthcoming Chapter Council Meeting:
Tuesday 9th April AGM (venue to be announced)
More information and other Chapter news is available on the EAA
website www.eaa.org.uk

Dermot Patterson RIAS, President EAA
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Well one year in and it all seems to have flown by. The winter
months are always quite slow but I suppose those are the best
months to work up plans and nurture your ideas for the year
ahead.
Last year’s AGM talk from Gareth Hoskins was just the tonic
for the year ahead but whilst reviewing my speech from the
dinner, I realised I should put my ideas into practice and decided
to turn things around this year and invite along 4 or 5 young
and/or student architects practices to talk about their work in a
‘PechaKucha’ style, giving them all 5 minutes each with a short
question and answer session afterwards. This linked nicely into
the GIA’s next new project, ‘the summer exhibition’. Over the
last 10 or so years, I have always wondered why there was not
an exhibition every year to celebrate Glasgow architects and its
architecture, whilst also bringing together the best of that year’s
student projects (RIAS / GIA/ GCC awards). So to this end, I am
going to try for even just one year to pull it together and where
best to hold it but ‘The Lighthouse’.
The Lighthouse has also been the venue for GIA’s CPD
programme which has included seminars on Business
Opportunities and Negotiating Skills. Later in the year, the
Conservation and Sustainability Committee will be hosting a
session and we will look into the role of the design manager. A
series of building visits will accompany the seminars, giving a
glimpse into the workings behind some projects on site.
GIA will be launching its awards publication shortly, building
on the success of the launch in 2012. The Architecture, People and
Places Committee is also publishing the first of its ‘Conversions’
which looks at ‘Glasgow’s Great Canopies’; community engagement
events were held over a weekend in October, in collaboration with
students from Glasgow School of Art.
GIA is also spearheading an RIAS ‘pairing initiative’ in
mapping the councillors and MSPs from the various areas within
the chapter to build up relationships with the representatives. We
feel that this will be an important tool in representing the views
and interests of the GIA and RIAS members across the country.
A new annual event has been added to the GIA calendar
following a successful debut in 2013. The Molendinar Awards,
launched in 2010, encourage creativity by engaging schoolchildren
across Glasgow in asking them to consider the city’s heritage and
their built environment, producing an artwork, written piece or
presentation. The awards are introduced by a lecture which this

michael dougall

glasgow

AP&P Conversations Workshop – ‘Glasgow’s Great Canopies’

year was given by David Mackay from MBM Arquitectes entitled
‘Glasgow and Europe: The Care and Repair of Cities’. David is
an Honorary Fellow of the RIAS and has written several books,
the latest his illustrated memoirs Life in Cities, published by the
RIAS on behalf of the Glasgow Institute of Architects in 2009.
GIA was honoured to be involved in hosting and sponsoring the
Molendinar Awards dinner.
Michael Jarvis RIAS, President GIA
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AGM and CPD
Following the IAA awards 2012, our annual conference and the
subsequent festive season hiatus, Chapter activities began to pick
up with planning for the spring AGM, linked to a CPD event. The
increasing development of BIM into smaller project types, and
the uptake of Local Authority clients in requiring BIM capability
in their consultants and supply chains from 2014-15, has led to
the Chapter commencing a CPD programme of BIM guidance
and information. Calum Fischer-Keogh of Thom Microsystems
lectured on ‘A beginners guide to BIM for Architects’ on 19 March,
prior to the AGM.
IAA appointed a new President and new council members at
the AGM. We had the slightly unusual situation of competing
candidates for the Presidency this year; hopefully a sign of health
for the future. The new President is Peter McIlhenney FRIAS of
LDN Architects.
strathpeffer pavilion, ldn architects

PLACE; the Inverness Design Review Panel
The Inverness Design Review Panel, promoted and chaired by
IAA members, continues to develop. It is now working with the
Highland Council to develop a website and leaflet information for
issue by THC with the council’s planning guidance to developers
and applicants. A design review meeting was held in March and
others are planned for later in 2013.
Scottish Government Procurement reform bill
consultation
Following the Chapter’s response to the Scottish Government’s
consultation document, the undersigned was invited to
participate in a discussion with the consultation team at a meeting
in Inverness in February; a useful and productive session where
the main issues – variations in PQQ requirements, the costs of
submitting PQQ’s and tenders, how to benefit local economies
and practitioners and how to simplify the process and introduce
flexibility and discretion rather than box ticking – were covered at
some length. I suspect the team will have heard the same opinions,
complaints and advice from colleagues throughout Scotland! Any
productive and sensible results from the consultation remain to
be seen...

IAA Awards
The conclusion of the 2012 IAA Awards series in November,
following the annual conference ‘Urban Legends and Rural
Myths’, demonstrated once again the diversity and quality of
the Architecture by Highlands and Islands practitioners. A field
of over 50 entrants resulted in a hugely diverse sampling of the
professions’ work in the North. Our awards structure, with 6
local awards events and exhibitions - from Shetland to Fort
William and from Stornoway to Findhorn - over 3 months and
culminating in the regional final, is unique and effective. All the
winning and commended schemes are shown on the IAA website
www.highlandarchitects.org.
The IAA is in the early stages of planning the 2014 awards, with
a subcommittee to develop sponsorship, review and evolve the
awards categories and judging procedures and ensure that the next
series of awards maintains the high standards already achieved.
Andrew Bruce FRIAS,
immediate past President, iaa
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A warm welcome to the Spring update on our Chapter activities.
STIRLING SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS SPRING
NETWORKING LUNCH & CPD EVENT
Members and guests enjoyed an informative afternoon on 21
March 2013, kindly sponsored by IRT Surveys with topics covering
Infrared Survey Technology with Kal Murray of IRT Surveys, BIM
for small practices with Anthony McDonnell of Morgan McDonnell
Architects, an update on Building Standards with Bill Dodds, Head
of Scottish Government Building Standards and rounded off with
a talk on the Doolan Award winning Maggie’s Gartnavel Project
with Gillian Hailstones of Maggie’s Centre and Alan Seddon of
Keppie Design who managed the project on site on behalf of OMA
Architects. Further details and speaker presentations are available
on the SSA website www.s-s-a.co.uk. Preceding the CPD event was
our Chapter Annual General Meeting which was well attended.
THE ‘REAL’ STIRLING PRIZE BUILDING OF THE YEAR 2013,
BEST USE OF SLATE & BEST USE OF TIMBER AWARDS
Immediately following the CPD event our annual Awards
programme was launched. Kindly sponsored by Cupa Slate this
years awards are expanding with 3 prizes up for grabs:
• Building of the Year Award 2013 sponsored by Cupa Slate
• Best Use of Timber 2013 sponsored by Forestry Commission
Scotland & Wood for Good with a £500 prize fund
• Best use of Slate 2013 sponsored by Cupa Slate with a trip for 2
people to visit their slate mine operation in Spain.
All buildings completed in the Chapter area of
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk & Stirling between 31 March 2012 and
1 August 2013 are eligible. Closing date for entries is 1 August 2013.
Entry forms are available on our website at www.s-s-a.co.uk or
email info@s-s-a.co.uk
SSA 80th ANNIVERSARY & AWARDS DINNER
The SSA celebrates being 80 years young in November 2013! As
part of the celebration we have arranged a dinner for members,
clients and associates. This is taking place on Friday 22 November
2013 at the Airth Castle Hotel, Airth, Falkirk. We are particularly
keen to ensure that all past presidents are invited to celebrate this
important anniversary with us, therefore please get in touch! A
working group has been set up to organise the event. Watch this
space for further information. Tickets will be competitively priced

maggie’s gartnavel, oma

and offer great value for money. To note your interest in attending
meantime, please email info@s-s-a.co.uk.
SSA PRESIDENT
At our AGM in March our new President Kevin Spence RIAS
assumed office. Kevin works with Bracewell Stirling Architects in
Tillicoultry and has been a strong supporter and active SSA council
member for a number of years. I would like to wish Kevin all the
best for his presidency over the coming two years and I am sure he
will provide both wise counsel and a listening ear to our members.
Sincere thanks to you, the members and our active and committed
Chapter Council members for your support over the past two
years. It has been a privilege and an honour to serve as president.
Whilst it’s not quite time for me to get my pipe and slippers out yet
I look forward to taking more of a backseat role in Chapter affairs!
Wishing you all the best.
Stephen Lynas FRIAS,
immediate past President SSA
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president’s diary
DECEMBER 2012
21

RIAS Xmas Lunch / Edinburgh

january 2013
14
23
23

ASA Chapter Meeting / Aberdeen
Meeting with Alison Carr and Beatrice Fraenkel, ARB /
Edinburgh
RIAS Fellows Reception / Design Tutor Award Presentation
/ Glasgow

Annual General Meeting
Calling Notice

february 2013
13
13
27

RIAS C.E.A.M. Committee / Edinburgh
Dr Masa Moguchi Lecture / The Consulate General of
Japan, Edinburgh
RIAS PPC / Edinburgh

Notice is hereby given that the AGM of the
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland will be held at
13.30 on Friday 17th May 2013 at Strathpeffer Pavilion,
The Square, Strathpeffer, Ross & Cromarty, IV14 9DL

agenda

march 2013
01
08
13
13
15

The Association of Women in Property Annual Dinner /
Glasgow
ASA Annual Awards Dinner / Aberdeen
RIAS Council / Edinburgh
RIAS Fellows Dinner / Edinburgh
RIAS 2016 Festival of Architecture Meeting / Edinburgh

1. Notice Calling the Meeting
2. Apologies for Absence
3. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday 11th May 2012 at The
Belmont Cinema, Aberdeen
4. Matters Arising Therefrom

malcolm cochrane

5. Presentation of the Report by the President and Council for
Session 2012-2013 and the Treasurer’s Accounts for the Year
Ending 31 December 2012
6. Resolution to amend Charter and Byelaws to ensure that
nomination procedure and timetable for expulsions are
fully compliant, also to ‘tidy up’ minor anomalies and
language (note: proposed changes will be circulated as an
e-bulletin prior to the required notice period for the AGM).
7. Appointment of Auditors
8. RIAS Council Elections 2013
9. Installation of President 2013-14
10. Any Other Business
David Dunbar PPRIAS, Sholto Humphries PRIAS, Iain Connelly FRIAS
(President Elect)
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11. Location of Convention 2014
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REPORT ON march 2013 COUNCIL
Council noted the Management Accounts
up to the end of December 2012 and the
surplus of £349.00 and approved those
for adoption and submission to the AGM
in May. Following the finalisation of the
2012 figures, the Draft Budget for 2013,
indicating a surplus of £1,161, was adopted
by Council.
The Membership Report was noted by
Council with 13 deaths, 10 resignations, 15
Transfers to Retired, 1 Transfer to Retired
Fellowship, 1 Transfer from Retired to
Full Membership, 12 Reinstatements,
7 elections to Student Membership, 30
elections to Membership , 10 Nominations
to Fellowship and 4 Nominations to
Honorary Fellowship.
Applications
for
Chartered
Membership of the RIAS became simpler
with Council’s decision to remove the need
for the signatures of two ‘referees’.
Council noted that preparation for the
Festival of Architecture in 2016 continues
and the programme is under development.
A proposal from the Education
Committee to seek the views of the
profession on what they require of
architecture graduates was approved by
Council.
Student membership and engagement
with the RIAS recently increased
significantly and Council adopted a
proposal to ask the student bodies to
nominate to all RIAS committees. Student
committee members will have full voting
rights (though not on Council which is
governed by the RIAS Charter).
Council approved revised Terms of
Reference for the merged Communications
& Events Committee with the Membership
& Awards Committee (now C.E.A.M.) and
the Consultancy Committee with the

Scottish Government & Local Authority
Liaison Committee (now the Government
and Consultancy (G&C) Committee).
Prior to RIAS Committee minutes
being published on the website (redacted
if necessary) Council adopted a procedure
for early circulation of all committee
minutes for comment.
Council noted that the proposed
changes to the membership application
form and a previous decision on expulsions
could not be implemented until approved
at the AGM in May.
A further payment of £2,500 from the
Chapter Fund to the Inverness Chapter
was approved by Council. A proposal to
review Chapter funding was also agreed.
A proposal from Home Energy and
Data Services Ltd, owned by Richard
Atkins, that it should go into partnership
with Just-Ask Ltd to provide the IT system
for RIAS Energy Design Certification
and the day to day administration was
discussed by Council who agreed to remit
further negotiations to the Secretary and
Treasurer.
Council thanked the three retirees
from Council and asked for nominations
from Fellows and Members to fill those
vacancies. The procedure for the election
of new Council members was approved,
namely that if there are more than
three candidates an election will result.
Nominations are requested by 19th April
for reporting to the AGM in May. Council
also approved Gordon G Smith’s candidacy
for the RIBA Council Elections to represent
Scotland North.
A proposal to introduce an RIAS
Legacy Giving initiative was approved by
Council.

Council was given an update on the
outcome of a further meeting with ARB
Chief Executive, Alison Carr, and ARB
Chair, Beatrice Fraenkel. Good progress
on resolving issues impeding their acting
against abuse of title in Scotland and on
Scottish legal representation was noted.
Reassurances were given on the ARB
membership register and an indication
that there may be a possibility of linking it
to the RIAS Practice Directory.
Council agreed that a strong protest
should be submitted to Strathclyde
University on the proposed move of the
Strathclyde School from its longstanding,
bespoke accommodation to the basement
of the James Weir Building.
Council discussed the outcome of the
George Square Competition and agreed on
a report to Members being made, Audit
Scotland being advised on the out-turn of
events and communication with the Chief
Executive of Glasgow City Council.
The budget cost of £65,900, exclusive
of VAT, obtained for the remedial work
to the rear garden wall was reported to
Council who approved further discussions
with the City of Edinburgh Council on
apportionment of the costs.
Council noted the radical changes that
the RIBA is proposing in its Plan of Work
and that developments would continue to
be monitored.
Council, following its preliminary
approval last year, endorsed the
continuing development towards a
scheme of Accreditation in Construction
Procurement by the Practice Committee.
A J Hugh FRIAS
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RIAS CONVENTION 2013
rias convention 2013:

Big World – Wee Scotland
The Convention continues its round of the Chapters, visiting
Strathpeffer, one of the tourist highlights of the Inverness
Chapter’s wide territory. The beautifully restored Pavilion and
the Ben Wyvis Hotel are the venues for a Convention which will
not follow the traditional pattern. This year’s event, organised
with the RTPI, will start at lunchtime on the Friday. The ‘package’
will include dinner and overnight stay in the Ben Wyvis, with
two options for the Saturday morning, a guided walk by leading
historian, Mia Scott, or a relaxed presentation and discussion.
The Convention Friday offers an international theme with a
more Scottish focus on the Saturday. Professor Sue Roaf, author
of the renowned Oxford Eco House, will look at Scotland in the
context of diminishing world resources.
From their early, competition-winning, context plan for
Edinburgh’s Mound, Allies and Morrison have earned a strong
reputation for socially responsible masterplanning. Bob Allies will
focus on their community conscious and contextually aware urban
projects.
Old friend of the RIAS, international Grand Master, Professor
Ole Wiig, applies his Nordic sensibility and understanding of
materials to projects both within and beyond his native Norway.
Professor Kathryn Findlay brings an architectural sensibility
conditioned by her lengthy sojourn in Japan. The organic forms
of some of her early buildings caused a sensation. Kathryn’s more
recent work includes the Mittal Orbit and a focus on UK museum
projects.
Tina Saaby, Copenhagen’s City Architect, is responsible for
several major evolutionary changes in central Copenhagen and the
periphery. Her work has delivered significant improvements in the
city’s infrastructure and its attractions for tourists.
Christophe Egret, of Egret West, brings a further international
perspective. His practice is responsible for major UK and
international developments in Hayes, West London; Cambridge
and Moscow.
The speaker’s dinner will be followed by the presentation to
Lord Chris Smith of his Honorary Fellowship. Lord Smith has also
agreed to provide the after dinner address. Given his experience
as UK Culture Minister and his breadth of understanding of

how the arts and architecture contribute to human wellbeing,
doubtless an inspiring and thoroughly appropriate reflection of
the Incorporation’s mission.
The Saturday morning features a number of old friends.
Ian Stuart Campbell will home in on Scotland from a European
perspective, Tom Macartney on the economics of high quality
development and Mike Mackenzie MSP on what is needed at
the local level. Mike is remarkably forthright in his demands
for significant investment in Scotland’s rural communities,
particularly in the Highlands and Islands. Urban Animation’s
principal, Richard Heggie, has helped in the process of establishing
the future visions of many Scottish communities.
Our final speaker last addressed an RIAS Convention in 2008.
Her appointment as Scotland’s Makar in 2011 confirmed Liz
Lochhead as preeminent within our national culture. Her work,
whether in the translation of classic texts into a Scottish idiom
or in poetry which draws upon literary and sensory reflections
with extraordinary humanity and a humour which ranges from
mordant to exuberant, has earned her a reputation as a truly
Scottish poet of real international standing. Hers is a thoroughly
appropriate final voice for what should be a particularly special
and unusually collegiate Convention.
The structure of this year’s Convention is inclusive. Delegates
are requested to join for the duration and share with the speakers
everything from the Friday lunch to the Saturday buffet. Limited
in scale to the 100 rooms of the Ben Wyvis, pricing is, as ever,
competitive and benefits hugely from sponsorship. The RIAS is,
as always, very grateful for the hugely generous sponsorship from
GMS Renewal Products/Icynene, Gartcarron Fire Engineering and
Senior Architectural Systems.

supported by
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HONORARY FELLOWS

malcolm cochrane

james neil baxter

After receiving his MA Honours in English Literature and History
of Fine Art awarded from the University of Glasgow in 1982, James
Neil Baxter returned to his alma mater to tutor at the School of
Urban Studies and has also tutored at the Mackintosh School of
Architecture.
He served as Assistant Secretary of the RIAS from 1984 until
1988. In that same year he founded Neil Baxter Associates, his own
architectural and interpretation consultancy.
Neil’s career has seen him pen and edit many much loved
books covering an array of subjects including The Wee Green
Book, the Extraordinary Story of Glasgow Green; the bestselling A
Tale of Two Towns: A History of Medieval Glasgow, A Life in Cities,
the autobiography of David MacKay and co-authoring Pat Lally’s
Lazarus Only Done it Once and Glasgow’s Greatest Exhibition.
Undaunted by the many challenges that faced him almost five
years ago when he returned to the RIAS as Secretary and Treasurer,
under his stewardship he has guided the organisation through a
veritable renaissance, ever mindful of its founding principle to
promote the value of architecture and architects in Scotland.
Whether this is through the various prestigious awards which
now loom large in the architectural calendar, or through the

sympathetic renovation of Rutland Square or his skilful handling
of the media to raise the Incorporation’s profile in the public
consciousness, he fulfills his role with consummate ease and
his commitment and enthusiasm for the profession he serves is
evident to all who know him.
To his list of plaudits which includes Glasgow’s Lord
Provost’s Award for services to Heritage, Life Membership of the
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland, Life Membership of
the Charles Rennie Mackintosh Society, Life Membership of the
Saltire Society, Membership of the European Urban Research
Association, Membership of the Chartered Institute of Public
Relations and the Fellowship of the Royal Society for the Arts,
Manufactures and Commerce, Neil, now, fittingly, adds Honorary
Fellowship of the RIAS.
David Dunbar PPRIAS

Neil is awarded the Incorporation’s Honorary
Fellowship for blah, blah, blah (thoroughly
appropriate – Ed!)
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malcolm cochrane

professor mona siddiqui obe

Born in Pakistan and raised in Cambridge and Huddersfield,
Professor Mona Siddiqui OBE was appointed Professor of Islamic
and Inter-religious Studies at Edinburgh University in 2012. She
was previously Professor of Islamic Studies at Glasgow University
from 2006. She has a PhD in Classical Islamic Law from the
University of Manchester.
Mona Siddiqui is well known as a regular contributor to
Thought for the Day and Sunday on BBC Radio 4, to BBC Radio
Scotland and to The Times, The Scotsman, The Guardian, Sunday
Herald and was the first regular Muslim columnist for The Tablet.
Her views are invariably moderate, inclusive and liberal. Hers is a
well-respected voice of reason.
Mona Siddiqui’s areas of specialism are classical Islamic law,
law and gender, early Islamic thought, and contemporary legal
and ethical issues in Islam. In 2007 Professor Siddiqui published
How to Read the Qur’an. Her four volume edited collection Islam
appeared in June 2010. The Good Muslim: Reflections on Classical
Islamic Law and Theology appeared in June 2012 and Christians,
Muslims and Jesus is due out next month.
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Professor Siddiqui is or has been a member of the Advisory
Boards for Glasgow’s Gallery of Modern Art, Scottish Asian
Arts and the Journal of the American Academy of Religion,
she was Chair of the Scottish Religious Advisory Council, sat
on the World Economic Forum and was a Commissioner on
the Calman Commission. She was elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Edinburgh in March 2005 and of the Royal Society of
Arts in October 2005. She holds Honorary Doctorates from the
Universities of Wolverhampton, Leicester and Huddersfield.
Mona Siddiqui was appointed Officer of the Order of the British
Empire (OBE) in the 2011 Birthday Honours for services to interfaith relations.

Mona Siddiqui is awarded for the Incorporation’s
Honorary Fellowship for her unique
contributions to Scottish academic life and
inter-faith relations.
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professor mona siddiqui’s response
Last year, to my surprise, I was asked whether I would be an
Honorary Fellow of this distinguished society. Like many, I asked
why me? But I have to confess that my ego didn’t need much
persuading to say yes.
I am not an architect by any stretch of the imagination but
as I grow older I have realised that two things matter to me far
more now than they did when I was young – physical space and
materiality and the subject of friendship which includes fellowship.
Why space - because as you all know very well, walking into
or past a beautifully designed building or room doesn’t just make
you feel good – it can lift your spirits, touch your very soul. The
physical spaces we occupy at home or at work are seen more and
more as personal experiences, not just as functional areas. If
anything I would argue that the way we live and work, how we
occupy space, reflects our attitude to life itself. Before I came to
New College (Edinburgh), I was at Glasgow University and had a
large beautiful office, a big table, lots of shelves and cushy chairs
for visitors. Now I have a small office where my main consolation
is that I look out of my window into the quad every day and stare
into the rather stern features of John Knox; our eyes meet as he
looks up at me and I look down at him; the past and the present
connect for a few seconds in a rather surreal manner. I was a little
concerned that, despite the grand towering façade of New College,
I was confined to a small room. But human beings adapt quickly to
their environment and this small space has been transformed and
I hope reflects the same use of imagination as my previous office.
And why fellowship? Being a member of an organisation made
up of fellow professionals is a huge privilege for its essentially a
recognition by your peers of the worth and value of your work;
you have earned your place amongst them whether you have been
elected or selected. It may sound elitist to some but I would hope
it’s more about aspiration than elitism. But being an honorary
fellow of an organisation is like an honorary degree; you get it for
free. In essence the institution sees you as someone they would
like to be associated with; you don’t share the same profession but
you do share ideals of a common purpose, a vision through your
respective work for a good and flourishing society… this is very
humbling because the fellowship created here is inclusive, willing
to recognise beyond its field and rises above all that divides us as
people towards all that unites us.
There are of course many religious, especially Christian,
notions of what fellowship means. The word itself has specific
biblical roots in the idea of a community coming together, sharing
with their hearts and minds a common life – the Greek koinonia
-and supporting each other physically and spiritually. But today

I think the word fellowship has a far wider, even deeper, range
because it is also a place where one finds and develops friendships
and I think friendship is something we take too much for granted
in our lives. I have forgotten much of my early years in this country
but I do remember one person very clearly at the tender age of five
when I started primary school in Cambridge. Here a little boy with
a big smile always walked with me in the playground. He was clean
and polite and spoke to me in English; in his own way trying to
make me feel less of a stranger in this new environment and I, who
knew no English at the time, replied constantly in Urdu. It never
occurred to me that he didn’t understand a word I was saying. We
just smiled and talked and even now when I think of how caring
and patient he was, I cannot help but think that maybe he was a
kindred spirit, a friend I never really got to know.
CS Lewis said that,
`Friendship is unnecessary like philosophy, like art… it has no
survival value; rather is one of those things that give value to
survival.’
Friendship which can often ensue from fellowship is an
ingredient to the moral life, the life of a civic community. There are
few phrases more often repeated in literature on friendship than
Aristotle’s claim:
“Friendship is a kind of excellence, or goes along with excellence,
and furthermore, is very necessary for living. For no-one would
choose to live without friends, even if he had all the other good
things; for even the wealthy or those who rule over or dominate
others are thought to need friends more than anything.”
(Nicomachean Ethics, 1155a5)
I have realised that our maybe closest friends are only those
with whom we share an intellectual intimacy, something elusive
but magnetic. But where friendship and fellowship meet is in the
possibility of forming new communities, giving something back
with the help of others when we have the opportunity to give,
essentially caring. As Hose Panate Aceves points out we often
delude ourselves into thinking that we can have unlimited relational
possibilities, we can counter dissatisfaction in relationships by
simply moving on in search of the “right people.” But developing a
sense of community demands we cultivate friendships with people
we might not choose ordinarily. And founding friendships on
commitment rather than “chemistry” often requires adjustment
but can give a different meaning to our lives and our work.
Mona Siddiqui Hon FRIAS
Professor of Islamic and Interreligious Studies
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membership report, march 2013
The Following Deaths Were
Reported With Regret
Archibald Lachlan Brown frias
David Webster Brown frias
Alastair Campbell frias
William Paterson Dickson rias
Marla S F Drummond rias
Thomas Hamilton frias
David Kinghorn MBE frias
Howard Laurence Liddell obe rias
Vico Magistretti hon frias
Imre Makovecz hon frias
Ronald Sheridan rias riba
Charles Brown Swan rias
Anthony John Alexander Rochmankowski
rias
Resignations Reported:
Alasdair Bell, Gordon Ross Henderson,
Zdenka Petracci, Robert McMaster, John
Morrison, Christopher Rae, William
Alexander Reid, Nick Rennick, Iain Scott,
Cristina Fernandez Valls
Transfers To Retired
Membership Approved:
James I Barr rias riba Glasgow
Thomas Young Crombie rias riba Glasgow
Marion Donald Aberdeen
George Michael Finnie rias riba Inverness
John Ernest Gibbons cbe rias riba
Edinburgh
Peter Adams Henderson rias riba Glasgow
Neil Sinclair Highmore rias riba
Edinburgh
Alfred Lockhart Myles rias riba Glasgow
George Frederick Oldham rias riba
Glasgow
James Marshall Prentice rias riba Stirling
Donald Alexander Renwick rias riba
Inverness

Robert Semple rias riba Edinburgh
Ian Murdoch Sharp rias riba Glasgow
Susan Ann Thornley rias Glasgow
Colin R Webster rias Dundee
Reinstatements To Full
Membership:
Craig Anderson rias riba Outwith
Christoph Leonhard Ackerman rias riba
Glasgow
Peter D Bell rias Dundee
Ciaran Emmett Bradley rias Glasgow
George Edward Davidson rias riba
Outwith
William James Findlater rias riba Glasgow
Alexander James Guthrie rias riba
Outwith
George Hay rias riba Outwith
Steven James May rias riba Edinburgh
Mark McConechy rias riba Glasgow
Gareth Peacock rias riba Aberdeen
Trevor Rowland Skempton rias riba
Outwith
Elections To Student
Membership:
Avril Elizabeth Bennie Dundee
Alexander Kingsland Aberdeen
Alison Malcolm Aberdeen
Dawn Preston Glasgow
Lee Jay Ren Glasgow
Chiara Ronchini Edinburgh
Simon White Dundee
Elections To Membership:
David Barclay rias riba Outwith
Olli Blair rias riba Inverness
Nicholas Bone rias riba Glasgow
Hazel Clarke rias Edinburgh
David Robert Coghill rias riba Glasgow
Richard P Coyne rias riba Edinburgh

Darran Alexander Crawford rias riba
Glasgow
Christopher David Everett rias Glasgow
Adrian Fatol rias riba Inverness
Alex Flockhart rias riba Glasgow
Richard P Gates rias Glasgow
Nicolas David George rias riba Outwith
Adrian Higson rias riba Glasgow
Catriona Hill rias riba Inverness
Valentin Hunzinger rias riba Edinburgh
Michael Hoare rias Glasgow
David Murray Kerr rias riba Outwith
Swee Siong Lee rias riba Outwith
Keven Lester rias riba Outwith
Mark William Lewis rias riba Glasgow
Alexander Macgregor rias riba Glasgow
Susan Martin rias riba Edinburgh
Mark McConechy rias riba Glasgow
Catherine McKeown rias Edinburgh
Karen Reid rias riba Glasgow
Natalie Clare Russell rias Glasgow
Kirsten Stewart rias Glasgow
Nicky Thomson rias Edinburgh
Nicola Thomson rias riba Aberdeen
Nathan Jon Ward rias Edinburgh
Elections To Fellowship:
Colin Moncreiff Carrie frias riba
Edinburgh
Thomas Alexander Vaughan Duff frias
riba Inverness
John William Murray Duncan frias riba
Aberdeen
Donald M Fulton frias riba Glasgow
Mark Thomas Hopton frias riba
Edinburgh
Peter McIlhenny frias riba Inverness
Walter Menteth frias riba Outwith
Fraser Middleton frias riba Dundee
Dermot Richard Patterson frias riba
Edinburgh
Mark Olson Sidgwick frias riba Edinburgh
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Archibald Lachlan Brown
FRIAS
4 august 1932 – 12 december 2012

Archie Brown was born in August 1932, in
Clydebank, where he attended Clydebank
High School. Many of his family and
friends worked either at John Brown’s
shipyard, or at the Singer sewing machine
factory.
At school, Archie was athletic, but
also did well academically. He studied
architecture at the Glasgow School. As a
student he worked with Frank Burnet &
Boston in Glasgow. In 1967 he joined W
Murdoch McMenan, Glasgow. Early in his
career there he became a partner in what
became McMenan and Brown. In 1989 the
practice was restructured and became A L
B Partnership. Archie remained as senior
partner until he retired in 1995.
Archie
Brown’s
professional
interests and experience included social
housing and housing for the disabled,
governmental and health board buildings,
church design and restoration and a
variety of commercial work. In 1985 he
was awarded the Saltire Award for his work
in the restoration of Advocates Close, on
Edinburgh’s Royal Mile.
He always gave his best to anything he
was involved in, including being a member
of Lodge Bearsden, Glasgow Killermont
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Golf Club and Ye Cronies and more
recently, Killearn Probus Club, Blanefield
bowling green and Blanefield Burns Club.
He will also be fondly remembered as
a very talented and accomplished jazz
pianist. Over the years Archie entertained
many with his charismatic and uplifting
style.
Archie was a very devoted family man.
After the death of his wife, Marie, in 1998,
he continued to be a loving and dedicated
father and grandfather to his two children
and three grandchildren who all survive
him.
Obituary kindly supplied by Archie’s
daughter, Kirsty MacLachlan
Marla Drummond RIAS
16 november 1928 – 14 august 2012
Born in Glasgow, Marla trained at the
School of Architecture at the Glasgow
College of Technology, one of four women
in a class of 40. She graduated in 1950.
Having met Ian, also an architectural
student, on his return from service in
the Royal Navy, she married him in 1952.
They set up home initially in Glasgow’s
West End, then lived for over 30 years
in Pollokshields. Marla devoted the first
years of her married life to bringing up
their four children.
For several years in the late ‘60s and
early ‘70s, she lectured on a part-time basis
on professional practice to part- and fulltime students at the Mackintosh School
at the Glasgow School of Art. As the
profession came to appreciate the value of
professional practice tuition, in September
1974 she was appointed on a full-time basis
as lecturer and supervisor of architectural
students on work placements, a role she
greatly enjoyed and for which she was well

suited. She also served for some years on
the Council of the Glasgow Institute of
Architects.
Marla covered the length and breadth
of Scotland, as well as south of the Border,
in her visits to students on their “years
out”. She retired in 1988, having moved to
Killearn in 1986.
Building on her skills for beautiful
tapestry and cross-stitch work, she took
up craft classes. She and Ian enjoyed
gardening and the fellowship of the local
walking group. She also learned to use a
computer. She enjoyed encouraging the
artistic endeavours of her grandchildren.
She was gratified that one of her grandsons
is following his father and grandparents
into the architectural profession.
As Marla’s health deteriorated, she
and Ian moved in March 2012 to a more
easily-managed flat in Renfrew. She died
suddenly, but peacefully, on August 14,
and is survived by Ian, her children and 10
grandchildren.
Obituary kindly supplied by Marla’s
daughter, Jane Robson
Desmond Hodges OBE FRIAS
25 september 1928 – 26 november
2012
Desmond Hodges was born in Dublin, the
son and grandson of clergymen. His father
was subsequently appointed Bishop of
Limerick and Desmond was educated as
a boarder at St Columba’s, Rathfarnham.
He briefly studied history at Trinity
College, Dublin but left to take up an
apprenticeship in an architectural practice
owned by one of his father’s friends.
Desmond qualified as a member of
the Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland
and moved north to join a conservation
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specialist firm in Belfast, subsequently
setting up his own office. His work at this
time included housing developments at
Whiterock Bay and at Newtonards, County
Down, both in a very contemporary style,
with a nod to the local vernacular. He was
also involved in church projects including
the Church of the Annunciation and St
Dorothea’s, Belfast. He also designed
the copper roofed, square planned, little
church at Knocknagoney, also near Belfast.
This drew upon the church idiom of the
time, pioneered by Gillespie, Kidd and
Coia in central Scotland.
While Desmond was developing
a reputation as a modern architect,
the seeds of the project which would
ultimately become his life’s mission, were
being sown in Edinburgh. Concern over
the deterioration of the New Town was
brought to a head with the demolition
of St James’ Square and the realisation
that many of the New Town’s street and
historic buildings were at severe risk. The
Secretary of State appointed Sir Robert
Matthew as his conservation advisor, to
drive forward the idea of preserving the
New Town. An international conference
in 1970 precipitated the foundation of
the Edinburgh New Town Conservation
Commission (ENTCC).
In 1972 Desmond Hodges applied

for the newly created post of director of
ENTCC. His credentials were excellent.
He had previously helped found the
Ulster Architectural Heritage Society, he
was a skilled architect, had significant
experience of conservation projects and
was a charming, disarming, likeable
Irishman. The New Town immediately
started to see the benefits of his charm
offensive. The first completed project
was at 23 Fettes Row and was officially
opened by the Queen Mother in 1975.
Over his 22 years with ENTCC, Desmond
oversaw a remarkable total of 1233 repair
projects. The maintenance manual, Care
and Conservation of Georgian Houses, which
Desmond co-authored with Andy Davey,
Bob Heath, Mandy Ketchin and Roy
Milne, became more than just a manual for
Edinburgh and is still widely regarded as a
key reference source for all those who work
on our Georgian heritage. A Europa Nostra
Silver Medal in 1988 recognised Desmond
Hodges’ outstanding contribution. A
further direct result of the success of
ENTCC under Hodges’ leadership was the
award of World Heritage Site status to
Edinburgh’s Old and New Towns in 1995.
Desmond and his family lived in
Shandon, where he advised the Merchiston
Community Council and was involved in
the Canal Society. He was also a member
of St John’s Church where he took charge
of the fabric. Desmond Hodges’ engaging
manner endeared him to many. His
modesty would have precluded him from
acknowledging that, along with a handful
of others, he was one of the saviours of
Edinburgh’s New Town, one of the great
masterpieces of world architecture.
It could be said that Desmond Hodges
gave up a promising career as a modernist

architect for the relentlessly demanding
grind of finding the funding and managing
the huge number of projects which
cumulatively saved Edinburgh’s New
Town. For that, not merely New Town
dwellers nor the architectural profession,
but all Scots owe him a permanent debt of
gratitude.
Desmond Hodges is survived by his
wife, Margaret, daughters, Penelope and
Lucy and four grandchildren.
Adapted with additional architectural
notes by Neil Baxter from obituary by Alison
Shaw published in the Scotsman 08/12/12
APPRECIATION
DESMOND HODGES OBE FRIAS
In his Picturesque Notes on Edinburgh,
Stevenson wrote of the old skipper
“invincibly ignorant of all theories of
the sublime and beautiful who once
propounded as his most radiant vision for
paradise the New Town of Edinburgh with
the wind the matter of a point free”.
Desmond Hodges came to Edinburgh
in 1972 with a vision. He knew Georgian
Dublin; he had an architectural background
and an intimate understanding of the
care and maintenance of old buildings.
We can never know what he wrote in his
essay for the committee charged with
the appointment of a Director of the
newly established Edinburgh New Town
Conservation Committee. It sufficed to
satisfy Sir Robert Matthew, a driving force
in the Committee’s establishment. It was
a case of come the hour, cometh the man.
Throughout the Committee’s life
Desmond displayed energy, imagination
and sheer dogged persistence that brought
rich returns. With funding from both
central and local government, he produced
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a sea change in the image of the New Town.
He was fortunate in one respect: the illconceived plan for an Inner Ring Road
had jolted the citizenry of Edinburgh, not
least in the New Town, into action. Street
associations were a consequence. This was
fertile soil which Desmond nurtured with
charm and assiduity; visits, talks, walks to
persuade and, where necessary, cajole the
owners of the need to repair and maintain.
Sensibly he directed his early efforts to
buildings on the New Town’s tattered
northern fringe. To supplement work on
the ground, he and four others produced
a book of enormous significance, Care and
Conservation of Georgian Houses. It provided
the rationale for the work which Desmond
had embarked upon.
By 1999, the
transformation achieved by the Committee
and Desmond’s work, was recognised far
beyond the bounds of the New Town, a
model which others were happy to follow.
This
transformation
was
a
consequence of sheer hard work and study.
Visits, surveys carried out in all weathers,
meetings with owners and contractors by
Desmond and his dedicated staff, were all
part of the picture. He instituted a salvage
scheme, storing items for re-use. Their
valuation created a nightmare for the
Committee’s annual accounting.
Nothing was too much trouble. This
writer, a victim to vertigo, once succumbed
to Desmond’s infectious enthusiasm to
climb 80 feet up a series of almost vertical
ladders to view a Dundas Street roof.
Desmond was also a master of carrot and
stick: a Heriot Row owner was required
to strip the ivy off his house façade as a
condition of grant: the business owner
in tenement property was persuaded to
supplement funds from his fellow owners
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to secure refurbishment. By the end of the
Committee’s life there was no quarter of
the New Town that had not been touched
by work undertaken under Desmond’s
direction, whether substantial structural
repair, replacement of astragals or restored
garden railings.
Underpinning Desmond’s work was
an understanding of history. In 1992 he
persuaded the Committee to initiate the
planning of a major event to celebrate the
bi-centenary of the death in 1795 of James
Craig, the planner of the First New Town.
Desmond co-ordinated a programme
which included a major exhibition
celebrating a great civic achievement but
one which also looked to the future.
Honours were rightly awarded in
his lifetime. He overcame the pride and
prejudice of others by sense, sensibility
and persuasion. His legacy is a revived
New Town, recognised world-wide. That
old skipper could still look on at a radiant
vision of paradise with the wind the matter
of a point free.
Lord Kenneth Cameron Hon FRIAS
Howard Liddell OBE RIAS
7 june 1945 – 23 february 2013

A graduate of Edinburgh University,
Howard’s career included ten years within
academia - firstly as a senior lecturer and
then director of research at the innovative

School of Architecture at Hull, followed by
two years as Guest Professor in Building
Technology at Oslo.
Howard maintained strong links
throughout his career to the Gaia Norway
office after returning to Scotland to
establish Gaia Architects (Scotland). He
pioneered ecological architecture with
passion for the environment, community
and placemaking.
Notable projects from his time as
principal of the practice are numerous, but
include; Fairfield Housing which won a UN
Habitat Award for regeneration, individual
schemes within the development
that pioneered attention to indoor
environmental health and minimising
environmental harm and Glencoe
Clachan Visitor Centre – for realising the
rarely achieved link between access and
environmental protection. More recent
credits are: Acharacle Primary School – the
first brettstapel building in the UK and
Plummerswood – the first (passive house
certified) brettstapel house in the UK.
Howard co-founded the Scottish
Ecological Design Association (SEDA)
in 1991, and remained active within
the organisation throughout his career.
Howard also found time to undertake
extensive charity work, most notably as a
founder member of the EcoCity Projects,
a partnership between Gaia and The
Children’s Parliament, and as a Trustee of
Scotland’s Children’s Parliament.
His
passionate
and
tireless
contribution to the world of ecological
design debate, research, publication and
built works will be sorely missed by all who
knew him and worked alongside him.
Howard retired in 2012. His
tremendous contribution to ecological
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design was recognised in the award of
an OBE in the 2013 New Year Honours.
Sadly, he was already ill and died before
his investiture. His honour was collected
posthumously by his devoted wife Sandy.
Howard is survived by his wife and
business partner, Professor Sandy Halliday
and children Becky, Emma, Briony and
Jamie.
Obituary kindly supplied by Kathryn
Robinson, Gaia Group
Anthony Rochmankowski RIAS
27 september 1965 – 10 january
2013

The news of Anthony Rochmankowski’s
untimely death shocked all who knew
him. His imposing physical presence
and outgoing personality ensured that
any meeting, however brief, proved
memorable. Everyone loved Anthony
(usually known as ‘Rocky’ - an apposite
nickname).
Having gained substantial experience
in the commercial sector (initially with
Campbell and Arnott, Davis Duncan
Harrold and Cochrane McGregor Group),
Rocky launched his own practice in 2001.
He believed: “every architect has this idea
of striking out on their own”, and revelled
in every commission, regardless of scale.
He specialised primarily in the residential
sector and amassed a variety of projects

throughout the central belt and the
Borders. He even adapted his own home
in Portobello as a prototype, reconfiguring
the layout and opening up the interior to
the rear garden. He promoted the use of
Green Oak as a chunky structural frame
and was impervious to changing fashions
in his dogged pursuit of a resolutely
‘practical’ architecture.
Rocky often acted as a guest critic
and architecture students warmed to his
infectious enthusiasm. His ethos was
always to engage with their individual
ideas, rather than impose any ‘outside’
agenda or spurious gloss. His own ‘mentor’
was Isi Metzstein (his erstwhile professor
at the University of Edinburgh).
The diagnosis of the cause of Rocky’s
shocking and untimely death, ‘Sudden
Cardiac Arrest’ is woefully dry. It also
seems just a little ironic in view of the
big hearted generosity, the passion and
conviction which shaped Rocky’s life (see
www.RAD-architecture.com).
He loved and was loved by so many,
especially by his wife Jackie and their three
daughters Daisy, Molly and Sally upon
who he doted.
Obituary kindly supplied by
Mark Cousins RIAS
Ronald Sheridan RIAS
11 august 1937 – 11 february 2013
Born in Port Glasgow, Ronald Sheridan
studied at the Glasgow School of Art.
During the 1960s he worked for David
Baird Architect in Paisley before joining
the Crerar office in Oban then returning to
Glasgow in the late 1960s where he worked
for the Richard Seifert Co-Partnership,
particularly on their most major
undertaking at the time, the Anderston

Obituaries which are read out at RIAS Council
are published in RIAS Quarterly

Centre. This was a period when the Seifert
office would allocate work on the basis
of one architect per half million pounds
worth of a development. Even though it
was still the 1960s, the Anderston Centre
was large enough to employ a sizable
group of architects.
Ronald established his own business
in 1970. A very modest man, all of his
work came through word of mouth and
he undertook a number of private houses,
house extensions, some tenemental
refurbishment work and a number of
conservation and adaptation projects
on churches including, notably, Paisley
Methodist Church. He subsequently
moved to Kilmacolm where he served as
Elder and fabric convenor of St. Columba
Church and was also, for over forty years,
a member of the Inverclyde branch of
Gideon’s International for whom he
undertook pastoral work, including school
and hospital visits.
Ronald Sheridan had a wide circle
of friends in Kilmacolm. He enjoyed
badminton, walking and international
travel with his wife, Anne, visiting the US,
Canada, South Africa and Denmark as well
as many visits to the Spanish and Canary
Island sun. Ronald is survived by his wife
Anne, his son and daughter from his first
marriage and four grandchildren.
Information kindly supplied by
Mrs Anne Sheridan
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CONTACTING RIAS
To contact RIAS call 0131 229 7545 or fax 0131 228 2188. For general enquiries email info@rias.org.uk

senior management

elaine dobie

Neil Baxter hon frias

edobie@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2013. Practice Services support, administers conservation
and sustainability accreditation schemes and the RIAS Energy Design
Certification Scheme. Co-ordinates the e-PI Bulletin, Practice Services
website updates and online research.

Secretary and Treasurer

nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of RIAS
policy, governance, business planning and
budgets. Overall responsibility for the Incorporation’s membership
services, Consultancy, Practice Services, accreditation schemes, events,
publications, outreach, political liaison, CPD, educational initiatives and
awards.
Louise McLeod
senior manager: Finance and
Administration

lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible for
central services function including finance, audit, salaries, pensions,
member pensions, annual contracts, insurances, personnel, recruitment,
membership, staff management, IT, health & safety, the building.
dr deborah mays hon frias
director: projects and ceo of
sbcc

dmays@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2012. Director of Projects: advisor
to the Secretary, developing and co-ordinating the 2016 centenary
celebrations for the Incorporation. CEO of SBCC: managing production
and purchase of contracts, promoting their use, managing the online
services, promoting and strengthening SBCC, its membership and
website.
Maryse Richardson
senior manager: Practice

mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice
Services, secretariat for RIAS Practice
committees and production of quarterly Practice Information, legal
and contractual queries, maintaining the RIAS suite of Standard Forms,
managing dispute resolution expert panels, management of conservation
and sustainability accreditation.

Staff
sophie birch
COMMUNICATIONS AND events
assistant

sbirch@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2011. Event Management,
internal communication including website content management,
editorial assistance for RIAS Quarterly, e-bulletins, media monitoring,
awards coordination. Responsible for Online Directory, Special Skills
Directory and job ads.
stuart bryce
MANAGER: bookshop (p/T)

bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: September 2012. Managing RIAS
Bookshop, including sales of architectural
appointments, certificates, administrations forms and up-to-date
and archived building contracts. Telephone, website and direct sale
to members and the public of RIAS publications and a wide range of
architectural books.
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Practice assistant

Carol-Ann Hildersley

Lily Office Dog (p/T)
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to maintain
a stress-free working environment,
occasionally enliven meetings and ensure a
focus on the key agenda priorities (biscuits
and sandwiches). Introduces a Zen-like calm by generally wandering
about and sleeping under desks.

Manager: Secretary and
Treasurer’s office

childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the
Secretary’s and President’s offices, oversight
of communications and events, administration and minuting of Council,
research, Assistant Editor of RIAS Quarterly.
Maureen Johnstone
Finance and Administration
Assistant

mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for finance
and central services, financial processing
and filing, coordination of internal room bookings and meeting set-ups,
assisting membership, post and mail, management of office recycling.
Marilyn Leishman
Receptionist / bookshop
assistant (p/T)

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with incoming
calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock,
dealing with suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, bookshop cover.
veronica low
manager: commercial (p/T)

vlow@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2011. Advertising sales and
sponsorship for the RIAS Quarterly. Sale and
distribution of RIAS publications and space
rentals in Rutland Square. Also responsible
for sponsorship liaison for RIAS events.
Charlene RANKIN
Manager : Membership / rias
Consultancy

crankin@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2002. Administration of
Membership, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish
Community Projects Fund, Architect in the House and the RIAS Clients
Advisory Service.
Lorraine Sutherland
Senior Receptionist / bookshop
assistant (p/T)

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with incoming
calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring
stock, dealing with suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, general
administration duties.

ADVISORS
marjorie appleton frias
practice service consultant
(p/T)

mappleton@rias.org.uk
Joined September 2010. Advises on Practice
Information and matters relating to its publication, content and delivery.
Oversees the reorganisation and development of information issued to
practices.
richard atkins frias
technical advisor (p/T)

ratkins@rias.org.uk
Joined December 2009. Expert support
for RIAS Energy Design Certification,
sustainability, technical accreditation schemes, liaison with BSD, practice
advisory notes, liaison on energy assessment.
Jack Hugh frias
Special Advisor (p/T)

jhugh@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 2007. Advises on
financial matters, collation and drafting
of PPC/Council papers, preparation of agendas; maintenance of 15
Rutland Square, Head of Certification and manager of RIAS Energy
Design Certification Scheme.
Pat Lally hon frias
special advisor (p/T)

c/o childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2008. Liaison with Scottish
Government and local authority politicians,
encouraging political participation in CPG and other RIAS events, chairing
of RIAS government committee, external relations with COSLA, STUC and
quasi-government organisations.
Brian Moore hon frias
Director: Consultancy

bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of
architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects and improving procurement in
architecture by ensuring value-based selection procedures in all RIAS
Competitions.
John Norman hon frias
accountant (p/T)

jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget, quarterly
accounts, annual statutory accounts for
RIAS charity and RIAS Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger management/
supervision, RIAS/RIBA membership reconciliations, annual audit, payroll
issues, other tax and financial issues, as required.

Focus on Scottish architecture
Senior Architectural is a major supplier of fenestration solutions to
the Scottish market, specialising in providing a proven family of
systems in aluminium, timber/aluminium composite, glass and
fibreglass, all to the highest standards of manufacture and finish.
With more than two decades’ experience, Senior’s reputation is that of an
innovative driver of the market, offering technical excellence, performance,
value, and creativity to the many fabricators, architects and contractors
with whom we are proud to be associated.

Senior Architectural Systems is proud to sponsor the
RIAS Awards Dinner 2013
RIAS International Convention 2013

Tel: 01506 407 640 E-mail: info@seniorarchitectural.co.uk Web: www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk
Unit 4 Dunlop Court, Deans Industrial Estate SW, Livingston, West Lothian EH54 8SL. Strategic service centres located nationwide.

Peace of mind.
For indemnity insurance that offers complete peace of mind,
choose RIAS Insurance Services (one less load to worry about!).

For further information, contact Ian McCallum,
RIAS Insurance Services, Orchard Brae House, 30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 2HS
Tel: 0131 311 4292 Fax: 0131 311 4280 email: ian.mccallum@marsh.com

RIAS
Insurance Services

