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malcolm cochrane

regulars // FROM THE PRESIDENT

perception, procurement
and pastoral care
Over the last few years almost everything that has been written
about the state of architecture and the construction industry has
carried the caveat that the nation’s parlous economic condition
must be taken into account. We all know how significant the
effects of financial constraint and the downturn in development
investment have been on the profession. Against this background
the Royal Incorporation has endeavoured to streamline its
operations in response to significantly reduced income, but
simultaneously to enhance its service to our members, making the
organisation more relevant and more responsive than before.
My immediate predecessor, David Dunbar, rightly focused
on public procurement. That will undoubtedly be a continuing
theme for the Incorporation for some time to come. David also
encouraged the committees and staff of the Incorporation
towards improving the perception of the organisation and
enhancing its communications, both with members and to
our key audiences within the political, public and professional
spheres. This magazine, which the vast majority of members agree
is a significant improvement upon its predecessor newsletter and
even on the last incarnation of Prospect (which members will recall
was published externally) is perhaps the best demonstration of the
Incorporation’s rapid evolution over the last couple of years. Very
shortly we will see a new website, including, ultimately, the most
substantial and interactive Practice Directory within the UK.
R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S U M M E R 2 010
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:

WATTIE CHEUNG

RICHARD GIBSON

AT THE STIRLING CONVENTION THE RIAS PRESENTED
THE DISTINGUISHED SHETLAND-BASED ARCHITECT
RICHARD GIBSON FRIAS WITH A LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

58

AWARD, THE HIGHEST ACCOLADE WITHIN SCOTTISH
ARCHITECTURE.

Richard’s practice Richard Gibson Architects has produced many
well known restoration and conversion projects throughout the
Shetland Islands. President David Dunbar commented “There
are many prizes for architecture which recognise the qualities
of an individual building but very few which celebrate a lifelong
commitment to excellence in design, which is acknowledged in
this award. Recognition from your peers is perhaps the greatest
accolade anyone can receive.”
Richard who travelled from his home in Lerwick to Stirling
to attend the RIAS’ annual convention told delegates he was
“staggered” by the award. Previous recipients of the RIAS Lifetime
Achievement Award include Robert Steedman, of Morris and
Steedman, and the architectural partnership Professors Andy
MacMillan and Isi Metzstein of Gillespie, Kidd and Coia.
The citation for Richard’s Lifetime Achievement Award was
delivered by Neil Baxter, RIAS Secretary & Treasurer and follows:
“Richard Gibson was born in London in . His father was
an architect as was his father-in-law. As a youth he visited the
Festival of Britain when it was under construction. He cites this
extraordinary and important exhibition as the inspiration for his
subsequent career in architecture. After study at the Architectural
Association, he was employed as an Architectural Assistant
variously at British Railways and subsequently Middlesex County
Council. From  he was a Housing Architect in Hampstead
Borough Council and from  the Principal Architect of Camden
Borough Council.
In , inspired by holidays on Barra and the flower-power
ethos of the time, Richard took what some might have considered
a demotion, to become the Depute County Architect of Zetland
County Council. The discovery of North Sea oil at that time
prompted a mini building boom and encouraged him to establish
Richard Gibson Architects in .
Since its foundation, Richard Gibson Architects has been
responsible for numerous important restoration and conversion

projects throughout the Shetland Islands. Its new-build projects
range from a, perfectly crafted, little artist’s studio to the RIBA
Commended Hamnavoe Primary School. The latter acknowledges
the scale of its village setting in a loose plan arrangement and in
the low range of shallow glazed bays which form the classroom
block.
Richard Gibson Architects seems equally at home dealing
with the careful and accurate restoration of eighteenth century
Merchants Houses, the Hanseatic Trading Booth, at Symbister
Harbour or the reworking of Symbister House, Shetland’s most
outstanding Georgian building. They have also converted a mill to
a museum and an ex manse to an outdoor centre.
Their awards are many, including a plethora of Shetland
Amenity Trust Awards, Saltire Awards, Civic Trust
Commendations and RIAS Regeneration and Dynamic Place
Commendations. John Jamieson Closs in Lerwick, new-build
housing from , is deftly worked into the weave of the
Lerwick lanes. A similar later development at North Road,
Lerwick, works the familiar lane pattern of the place into
parallel terraces stepping down a steep slope.
From  Richard Gibson Architects has been a member of
Acanthus - a recognition of the practice’s very particular expertise
in the restoration of historic buildings and the creation of sensitive
new-build development within historic places.
For over forty years, Richard Gibson has contributed to the
process of repair and restoration in all of Shetland’s communities.
His work is always contextual but never slavishly traditionalist.
Whether it is in the restoration of historic buildings in the vastness
of the Shetland landscape or in the inspired commercial buildings,
which relieve the predominant sheddery of Shetland’s harbours
and industrial areas, this practice has continuously striven to
enhance some of Scotland’s most precious landscapes. In much of
the architectural delight to be found amid the weave of Shetland’s
communities can be traced the hand of Richard Gibson.”
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One further aspect of the way this organisation has changed
is a much greater focus on the celebration and encouragement
of individual achievement. While the RIAS has always awarded
Fellowships, those are now given with some ceremonial. Citations
celebrate the achievement of recipients and the whole undertaking
has an atmosphere which combines appropriate gravitas with a
sense of celebration. In 2008 the Incorporation awarded its first ever
Lifetime Achievement Award. Those now are properly understood
as the most significant award, other than public honours, to be
bestowed upon members of our profession in Scotland.
There is also now demonstrably, greater care for our members
at all stages of their careers. The RIAS is virtually unique in
providing full membership, without any subscription charge, to
our retirees. This comes at a significant cost but it is well worth
it. It indicates the respect in which our senior peers are held. By
continuing to involve many of them in the Incorporation’s events
and governance, we have been in the vanguard of the anti-ageism
revolution.
One final poignant mark of our pastoral care is the quality
of obituaries which are given at Council and published in the
Quarterly. Indeed, within the last year, Jim Landels and Michel
Kagan have been posthumously awarded the Fellowship and
Honorary Fellowship of the Incorporation respectively. For the
former, the fact that he was not awarded his Fellowship in life
was a sad and regrettable oversight. The latter, as is explained
in his citation in this issue of the Quarterly, died suddenly and
unexpectedly. His wife’s presence at the Convention and her
response “Michel was here!” to his presentation, confirmed that
the Incorporation, while always endeavouring to be efficient and
effective, must also endeavour to be careful and considerate in its
undertakings.
Following a President of the calibre of David Dunbar is a
daunting task. The Incorporation’s members have my assurance
that it is a task I am honoured to be given. I will give it my best.
sholto humphries prias
president
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malcolm cochrane

regulars // FROM THE secretary

keeping house

Jon Barnes, Unit K

There are some, hopefully relatively few, members of the RIAS who
have never visited 15 Rutland Square. That is a pity, but perhaps
understandable. Scotland has a landmass roughly comparable to
that of England and travel distances render it difficult for some
members to get to Edinburgh. However, hopefully, for those who
do, the Incorporation’s historic headquarters are an increasingly
welcoming place.
The fact that the reception and bookshop are now combined
in the front room on the ground floor has enabled the, previously
rather dark, room at the back to be converted into a bright and
welcoming member’s room, named in honour of the Incorporation’s
first (and so far, only) lady President, Dr Joyce Deans CBE. While
all of this has been previously reported in this journal, much
further work has been undertaken since. Within a very few weeks
we will benefit from a rather fine new meeting room for member
use (and to boost our rental income).
One of the practical problems in delivering this new facility
was that, given the layout of the administrative facilities within
the building, in the basement and second floors, the only space
that readily lent itself was the large room to the rear of our
sub-basement. Admittedly this sounds like an unattractively
subterranean proposition for meetings. However, the lie of the
land at Rutland Square means that this room lets onto a walled
garden behind the building.

joyce b. deans members’ room

The, almost inevitable, epithet for our new meeting space,
the Garden Room, unfortunately hints at rather more than the
garden can currently deliver. The rear wall is collapsing and we’re
“in discussion” with City of Edinburgh Council on the matter.
However, the route down to the room will be marked by what will
be the finest collection of contemporary artwork by international
architects anywhere in Scotland. Readers of this magazine will well
recall that, in response to an appeal by the Incorporation, many of
our esteemed Honorary Fellows, some of the greatest names in
world architecture, have generously contributed original drawings
and signed prints. Our basement and sub-basement corridors and
the Garden Room itself will become a permanent gallery for this
important collection.
The first floor of the building was also in want of tender
care. The historic library furniture has been brought out of
storage, restored and reinstated. The library itself still needs recataloguing, a future project which will enhance access to our
archive. The Council Room has also seen its furniture restored,
seats recovered, paintings cleaned and re-hung and now benefits
from that most vital of contemporary presentation tools, a very
large, wall-mounted telly.
Some time ago I commented that dwelling too much on our
HQ was not an appropriate pre-occupation for the Incorporation’s
members, or its staff. However, ensuring that Sir Robert Rowand
Anderson’s historic gift is wind and watertight, safe and pleasant
to use is a thoroughly appropriate, ongoing endeavour. The next
programme of works is the redecoration of the main public areas,
then a visit to the administrative office with its ugly suspended
ceiling (and yet more, wall-mounted, electrical trunking). This
seems a sensible penultimate step before a visit to the roof, or at
least the attic, given that repairing the roof was the very first part
of our ongoing restoration programme, back in 2008/9.
And is all this enhancing, improving, tidying up and making
more accessible a metaphor for the rest of our operations? I
sincerely hope so!
neil baxter
secretary and treasurer

7

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S U M M E R 2 011

REGULARS // ARCHIVAL
55 years ago
Extract from PROPECT no.2
summer 1956: RIAS QUARTERLY
no.104

FROM
OUR
ARCHIVE
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON
FRIAS, A FORMER EDITOR OF
THE RIAS MEMBERS’ JOURNAL
CONTINUES HIS REGULAR
SERIES
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Turnhouse Edinburgh Airport Terminal: text
by Michael Laird; photographs by John L
Patterson.
The terminal is designed for immediate
needs only; indeed there is already some
evidence that the clients have somewhat
underestimated even these requirements
and this is not surprising at a time when
air travel is so quickly enlarging its scope.
The introduction of an Edinburgh – London
Viscount service, which was not envisaged
at briefing time, has meant not only that the
neatly designed workshop block [extreme
west in plan] is cluttered up with sundry
tarmac equipment, but that the kitchen has
somehow had to be made quart-size within
its pint pot. Also accommodation has had
to be found at the last minute for the offices
of BKS, a new and independently operated
airline company.
Mr Arnott Waugh, the Clerk of Works
for the job, is clearly very proud of his
association and frankly admits that he has
never known such extreme concern for
detail as that demonstrated by Professor
Matthew and his assistants (Tom Spaven,
James Dunbar-Nasmith and Margaret
Brown).

The mahogany cladding presents no
problem when the expansion programme is
implemented and the plan envisages possible
extension of the Concourse to the north,
Customs to the east and administrative
staff offices to the west and north. The
consulting engineer’s skill has been tested
by the suspended pergola [reminiscent of
Marcel Breuer] on the roof terrace and this
is one of the finest features.
Is it wise to attempt the description of
an individual experience of this building?
The effects have to be found for oneself –
the extraordinary spacial quality of the
concourse with its ‘impossibly’ suspended
clock, the endless glass reflections of pale
walls and refulgent ceiling lights stretching
beyond the aircraft into the indigo night
and all the other ineffable provocations for
lyrical writing. Lyrical description proves to
be inadequate, however and there seems
to be a clear call to make this multifarious
experience a personal one.
Stylistically, the building first of all
impresses as being in the ‘international’ style
[certainly it is not English, nor Swedish, nor
American] and it bespeaks neither cant nor
eclecticism in its character. If this character
is not immediately identifiable as Scottish
then we need not worry for it is not easy
to recognise a character rarely seen before
in what is still a fairly unfamiliar idiom and
it will take time to appreciate this properly.
In the Turnhouse Air Terminal we have a
building of elegance and distinction – which
may fairly be the matrix of a new Scottish
vernacular in the modern movement.
Note: one of the architects for Turnhouse
mentioned above is Margaret Brown (now
Margaret Richards). Margaret’s long overdue
Fellowship of the Incorporation was approved
by Council on June 15 as reported on page 77.
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25 years ago
EXTRACT FROM PROSPECT NO. 28,
autumn 1986

Irvine Development Corporation (IDC) was
set up to oversee the development of Irvine as
a ‘New Town’ in 1966. The organisation was
granted planning powers of the Royal Burgh
of Irvine, Kilwinning Council and the Irvine
District Council, until the end of 1996 when
New Town designation was removed. In 1986
Prospect featured the work of IDC’S inhouse
Architects Department.
IRVINE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION:
Irvine has special difficulties for the
architect, primarily the need to maintain
harmony with existing buildings in what
was already an old established community
when the new town was designated. This
requirement applies equally to Greenfield
development around the existing town and
to the infilling of gap sites within the old
built-up areas, but such harmony is often
more difficult to achieve in the latter.
CALEY HOUSE: Caley House is a case
in point. The site in central Kilwinning lay
derelict for many years after the Caledonian
Railway Line was closed and the station
demolished. Lying three metres below the

main street frontage, the site near the road
needed piles for anything over single storey,
while the centre of the site was unsuitable
for building.
The YWCA/YMCA proposal for a hostel
seemed a good opportunity to create a
unique building for this unique site. The
accommodation wing of 25 flats form the
frontage to Howgate, with a corridor for
access to the flats acting as a buffer against
traffic noise. This corridor is a passive
collector; the south facing wall allows the
sun to heat up the tiled concrete floor and
the solid masonry walls of the flats.
MAIN ST KILWINNING: This brief was
to restore the derelict listed building known
as the Mason’s Howf and to rehabilitate
the adjoining vandalised tenement. The
tenement was formerly a ground floor
shop with two flats above served by a
stone stair at the back. Lack of commercial
interest meant that the shop which was
small and partly below ground level at the
rear became a bed-sit flat. The upper floors
were rehabilitated to form a pair of two
apartment flats whose south facing living
rooms give pleasant views down the river
and up the High St. The small triangular
piece of ground, left by the road widening,
was used to form two maisonettes, creating
a new attractive gable to the tenement.
WEST DOURA KILWINNING: IDC
likes to encourage the spread of the arts and
crafts in the new town, one aspect of which
is the artist in residence scheme. The artists
need for suitable accommodation led to
the conversion of a former farmhouse into
a studio and dwelling. The house includes
two bedroomed living accommodation
together with a studio and storage area
on the ground floor and a drawing gallery/
display area on a first floor balcony, making
full use of lighting through roof glazing.

1 year ago
RIAS QUARTERLY no.2 Summer 2010
- “THE ILLUMINATI”
Extract from fully illustrated feature on
Speirs and Major Associates, which shows
the international range and influence of their
award winning works.
Ironically a growing appreciation of lighting
design over the past decade has been
accompanied by heightened concerns over
energy and light pollution, which in France
has seen a particular extreme manifestation
in the formation of ‘Eteigneurs de neon’
(‘neon-light switcher offers’) with guerrillas
disabling the lighting of buildings in a
protest against energy consumption.
In fact Speirs and Major Associates take
the issue of night time energy expenditure
very seriously. Speirs points out that there
have been several projects where they have
actively lobbied the client not to light up
their building, as they did with 30 St Mary
Axe, discouraging the client from external
illumination. “We believed that the internal
illumination created form and character
and that to apply a further layer externally
was inappropriate”, he explains.
Their acclaimed strategic work for the
City of Durham had at its essence the belief
that the city shouldn’t become over-lit. “It
must be said that we were able to balance
current technology, safety issues with this
attitude to keeping things controlled and
allow the darkness to inform”, says Speirs.
Last year when masterminding the
spectacular lightshow for the official opening
of Burj Khalifa in Dubai, the tallest building
in the world, they achieved maximum
impact but low power consumption and no
apparent light pollution or sky glow through
utilising programmable strobes creatively
and for short periods of time.
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FEATURES

photos: alan crumlish, jon jardine

In 2010, the RIAS won a commission
from the Mackintosh Heritage Group
and a number of partner organisations
to select 50 buildings which would be
representative of the breadth and quality of
Glasgow’s architecture. This “top 50” would then
be accorded landmark status, be marked with plaques
and be described in printed trail guides and online.
Selecting just 50 of Glasgow’s buildings proved a significant
challenge. The process was given some degree of democracy by
asking the readership of the Glasgow Evening Times to nominate
their favourite buildings, along with the reasoning for their
selection. The press copy explained that all nominated buildings
would go before an expert panel and therefore only one nomination
was required for a building to be considered for inclusion on the
list.
Inevitably there were some communities and interest groups
which felt that multiple nominations would strengthen their
building’s case. The Glasgow Rangers FC fan club were particularly
anxious that Ibrox Stadium should make the cut. Several hundred
nominations arrived, many accompanied by lively, if unprintable,
explanations on just why Ibrox should be acclaimed as one of
Glasgow’s landmarks. They needn’t have worried. The stadium,
the finest surviving work by the greatest pre-World War II stadium
architect, Archibald Leitch, had no difficulty making the cut.
First and last on the list were perhaps inevitable, with Glasgow
Cathedral being in at number one and the Riverside Museum, a
contemporary cathedral, devoted to the praise of the transport
industry, being a, right up to the minute, final flourish.
The problem with focusing on only 50 buildings, both historic
and contemporary, is that while the status of those on the list is
artificially boosted, other buildings around might be overlooked.
The upside is, of course, that most people enjoy lists, even if it’s
just to argue where the list gets it wrong!
Glasgow Landmarks is a further tool whereby Glasgow’s
architecture can be appreciated and explored by local people and
visitors to the city. Hopefully the guide enclosed with this magazine
will encourage even the most knowledgeable of recipients to take a
walk around and have another look.
Neil Baxter, Secretary & Treasurer
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THE

willie watt frias

Malcolm Fraser RIAS, Clive Albert of Malcolm Fraser
Architects and Sholto Humphries PRIAS

Billy Gartley of Dundee City Council, Justin Fenton
of Page\Park Architects and Sholto Humphries PRIAS
willie watt frias

You might be excused for decrying the repetition between
this issue of the Quarterly and the last. There is however
a significant change of status between the 17 shortlisted
schemes that were depicted in the April issue and the ten
projects which are featured in the pages which follow.
Ten RIBA Award winners in Scotland is a great result. It
is, after all, significantly more than ten percent of the (89)
UK and international awards given by the RIBA this year. So
for those who seek statistics, on a purely numerical basis,
Scotland is doing better than might be expected and certainly
better than it has done over the last few years.
However, the consideration of these things should never
be numerical. The qualitative analysis again demonstrates
that this year’s Scottish awards, in their variety, care and
innovation, stand as exemplars of good practice for Scotland
and indeed for similar projects anywhere. Among these
ten you will certainly find good sustainable design. There
are projects that demonstrate how the dignity of historic
buildings can be retained, whether their re-use is similar
to what was originally conceived or significantly different.
There are buildings which serve medical or quasi-medical
functions, where the quality of the buildings themselves is a
significant contributor to improving medical outcomes. As a
corollary to that thought, every single one of these buildings
enhances their user’s daily wellbeing. They are also all, as
such award winners should be, very beautiful.
Of course, while we celebrate the success of these
winners, it has to be acknowledged that while none of them
are short on ambition, they are, in the main, relatively
modest in scale. That has been a consistent theme in recent
years. Only a very few honourable exceptions have been
large hospital or educational buildings. The fact that such
buildings continue to be built in Scotland and aren’t among
those accorded the RIBA’s laurels is very telling. Hopefully
it gives pause for thought to all those responsible for our
public estate.
Meanwhile, Ladies and Gentlemen, please raise you
glasses…

willie watt frias

WINNERS

Seonaid Maclean-Bristol, Wil Tunnell RIAS
of WT Architecture, Alex Maclean-Bristol
and Sholto Humphries PRIAS
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The Houl, Dalry

andrew lee

Simon Winstanley Architects

This elegant, timber-clad, single
storey “long house”, designed for the
architect and his wife, is tucked into
its

hillside

setting,

commanding

a

spectacular west facing view over the
River Ken valley to the Rhinns of Kells.
It is built in a Regional Scenic Area with
special planning status permitting the
development of new houses to encourage
re-population to support a declining
community. The local planners should be
congratulated for being supportive of this
contemporary approach.
The brief was for a super efficient
lifetime house with full disabled access
throughout

that

could

accommodate

visiting family and friends. There was
a requirement for flexibility to meet
changing needs and a desire for a truly
sustainable project that could act as an
exemplar to the practice’s clients.
The accommodation is all arranged off
a spine corridor/hallway with clerestory
that acts as both a gallery for the owner’s
art collection and as principal circulation.
The principal accommodation sits
within a steel-framed structure below two
standing seam zinc roofs with deep eaves
on all sides, accentuating its horizontality
and creating additional shelter. The roof
plane to the front follows the line of the
hillside, reducing the building’s impact
and exposure. Walls are constructed of
highly insulated, timber framed, panels
clad in cedar weatherboarding.
This

immaculately

detailed

but

economically built house feels particularly light and spacious and achieves an
impressive zero carbon rating through its
incorporation of high levels of insulation
and air tightness, heat recovery ventilation,
airsource heat pump and wind turbine.
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McManus Galleries, Dundee

ANDREW LEE

Page \ Park Architects

This important new cultural facility
for Dundee adapts the existing 1867 Albert
Institute, designed by George Gilbert
Scott and its 1889 extension, the Victoria
Galleries, to display an extraordinarily
rich and varied collection of paintings,
museum

exhibits

and

contemporary

ceramics. The challenge has been how
to do this in a way that brings a variety of
fine rooms and spaces into a legible whole
without losing the integrity of the Grade A
listed structure.
The project is as much about creating
a new civic space that has been sculpted
with high quality natural materials and
given priority to pedestrians as well as a
series of paved terraces and gardens. The
new Albert Square, previously dominated
by traffic, has become a fitting setting for
the McManus café terrace and a gathering
and meeting place.
A new accessible entrance has been
created to the South by “punching through”
an existing gothic arched window aperture,
creating an internal glazed lobby, into the
reception and shop, turning around the
orientation of the building to create a sense
of arrival. New circulation makes the most
of the existing spaces but includes a boldly
contemporary concrete stairway and lift to
access all floors, complementing the fine
Gilbert Scott circular stair and providing
a legible and enjoyable route to the finely
restored galleries with their fine new
display cases.
The McManus Galleries are a real
triumph to a city that fared badly with
much of its post war architecture but
recently has excelled with buildings for
the arts.
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Raasay Community Hall, Isle of Raasay

Raasay has a population of about
200, but it has the needs of any community.
As the only shared communal facility its
new hall has to serve many functions. The
requirement was for a multi-use hall to
incorporate everything from badminton to
carpet bowls, indoor football and school
use, concerts, ceilidhs and films, including
servicing with kitchen, changing facilities
and ample storage for its many uses.
However the solution is a simple
building, formed by over-cladding a
very large new shed with an untreated
Scottish larch rainscreen, over roof
and walls, left to weather to a silvery
grey.

This

rainscreen

conceals

and

protects guttering and downpipes, while
simultaneously simplifying and mitigating
the perceived bulk of the building, the
largest on the island and connecting it
to its landscape setting. In following the
brief for minimum maintenance it is cut
into the steep slope of the site, thereby
creating separate entrances to upper and
lower hall accommodation, avoiding the
expensive infrastructure and significant
maintenance issues of a lift in such a
remote location. The internal spaces are
predominantly lined in birch faced ply.
The glazing of the front elevation
maximises passive solar gain, but larch
screens mitigate overheating and glare.
A ground source heat pump was installed
with heat recovery and low energy lighting
to meet the aim of minimising use of
electric power.
This is a sophisticated and entirely
appropriate contemporary response to a
challenging brief. It will settle in as the
centre of this small but diverse community,
enjoying the constantly changing views of
light and weather, of the sea and the blue
hills of the Isle of Skye beyond.
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Scottish War Blinded Day Care Centre, Linburn

andrew lee

Page \ Park Architects

This building sits beautifully in its
West Lothian landscape and belies its
claimed inspiration from a hand carved
Chinese celestial dragon in making what
has clearly become an extremely friendly
and popular place for its day visitors and
its devoted staff.
The sinuous plan form, which might
have proved a problem in resolving
both layout and detail, has in fact been
beautifully crafted to create an easily
understood and remembered internal
plan that is both legible for its users, all
of whom suffer different levels of visual
impairment and light and efficient in
meeting its purpose.
The circulation is clearly defined
by a generous spine to the north giving
access to the larger working, social and
rehabilitation spaces to the south. In
between are the smaller internal ‘pods’
that contain the working kitchens, toilets
and the private meeting and therapy
rooms. Access off the circulation spine to
each part of the building is differentiated
by variations in the internal colour
palette, all done in a way that feels free of
institutional connotations.
The sweeping zinc covered roofscape
and the limited range of external materials
employed generate a sophisticated and
elegant building. The partly sheltered
timber deck to the south provides external
circulation and terrace, a link between the
principal spaces and a place to sit in sun
or shade. This single storey, sustainable,
building employs tried and tested means
to reduce running costs through natural
ventilation, high levels of insulation, a
ground source heat pump and maximising
natural light.
This is an elegant building, fit for
purpose, that clearly demonstrates the
benefits

of

enlightened

architectural

patronage by a distinguished charitable
trust.
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Scotstoun House, South Queensferry
HAA Design Ltd

The Grade B listed Scotstoun House
was designed by Peter Foggo of Arup
Associates in 1963 to provide the Edinburgh
office for Ove Arup & Partners. The
original building, conceived as a ‘pavilion
in the park’, is an uncompromisingly
modern exemplar of its time, a distinctive
single storey concrete, steel and glass
construction that had become outdated
for contemporary working patterns and
expectations.
The

radical

refurbishment

and

extension of the original building has been
cleverly conceived to reinforce its character and maintain its distinctive structure
and detail while greatly improving the
light, space and circulation and lifting its
performance to BREEAM excellent rating
– a challenge for a building of its time and
construction.
A new linear extension, incorporating
a new entrance and conference facilities
sits

alongside,

its

northern

half

connecting with the historic garden wall,
while its southern portion directly abuts
the existing pavilion with a light touch
providing naturally lit break-out space. The
extension, designed to complement rather
than imitate the original achieves its aim
beautifully, drawing on the archaeology
of its site and the simple elegance of the
existing building to create a new adaptable
office environment, human in scale,
energy efficient and welcoming. This is a
great, well disciplined transformation and
a fitting advertisement for its engineer
client, a practice that has proved itself on

alan mcteer

the world stage over two generations.
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Shettleston Housing Association Offices, Glasgow

andrew lee

Elder and Cannon Architects

This project to transform and expand
the Housing Association’s own offices
was driven by the increasingly cramped
and unsatisfactory conditions within a
historically, culturally and architecturally
significant building within the Shettleston
area of Glasgow. The re-working of
this existing, early twentieth century,
Cooperative

Hall

and

its

extension

provide generous, light and welcoming
reception, meeting and administrative
accommodation. It results in two distinctly
different but complementary built forms
whose respective aesthetics are a century
apart.
The extension has liberated space
within the existing building by providing a
large open plan office linked by an internal
bridge to the main building, enabling the
original spaces to be cleared of their
clutter and used to the maximum by the
insertion of new timber ‘pods’ and glass
clad meeting rooms. The former top floor
ballroom with its barrel-vaulted ceiling
has been revealed and now houses a large
meeting room in its centre with open plan
office space above.
The extension is an uncompromising
and refreshing answer to the challenge
of extending an iconic local landmark,
following the five bay rhythm of the
existing brick elevation and extending
the clearly delineated frame of the new
structure to align with the eaves level of
the old. It provides a development with
great integrity. Extending the frame of the
extension notably adds a generous roof
terrace to the staff facilities.
This

is

an

exceptional

work

of

‘affordable’ architecture that is true to
its time and its place and a credit to an
organisation

that

provides

affordable

places to live.
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Speirs Locks Studios, Glasgow
Malcolm Fraser Architects

Four, non-descript, 1980s portal
frame storage sheds have been skilfully
and

economically

transformed

into

new technical teaching areas, including
design studios, lecture rooms, a wardrobe
department and paint, timber and stage
workshops for the Royal Scottish Academy
of Music and Drama. It is a strongly
detailed transformation with an industrial
aesthetic. The entrance is via a glazed
porch leading into reception and foyer.
Circulation is organised on two levels,
giving views down to the workshop areas
from the upper level.
A separate entrance accesses four
new, naturally lit dance studios for
students of contemporary ballet and
musical theatre. The studios are naturally
ventilated and lit, with changing rooms,
staff and student facilities and a fitness
suite arranged around a central open
court which doubles as a social space.
The building has been re-roofed and
re-clad with profiled cladding to further
enhance its energy efficiency. A passive
environmental

strategy

minimises

mechanical systems with warm air being
brought down to the occupied level of the
high spaces and opening skylights for
cooling and ventilation, all resulting in
minimising running costs.
A bold ‘big graphics’ sign, painted
direct

onto

the

external

brickwork,

marks the advent of this important new
cultural addition. This is not trying to be
‘high’ architecture but an honest working
approach that produces a building that is

david morris

thoroughly fit for purpose.

18

S U M M E R 2 011 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

Stratheden Mental Health Unit, Cupar

graeme arMet

Richard Murphy Architects

These two, single-storey, buildings
for NHS Fife are far removed from the
historic institutional ward facilities which
they replace. Set within garden grounds
as two separate but related pavilions
they are designed for residential care,
catering for individuals with varying
levels of neurodegenerative illness. The
buildings incorporate 18 and 24 bedrooms
respectively, all en-suite.
The project is clearly the result of
close cooperation with client and nursing
staff to produce a contemporary, daylit,
environment, designed to improve the
wellbeing and state of mind of residents. It
has been achieved by providing a domestic
scale to both the public and private areas
and treating circulation spaces to enable
both quiet contemplation and internal and
external exercise. In both buildings the
public spaces are ranged round garden
courtyards with calming water features
as well as taking advantage of the views
outwards from the site to open countryside
to create additional visual amenity.
The individual en-suite bedrooms are
light and generous, being individually
expressed by their roof form, giving
character to the interior and articulation
to the exterior. While both buildings have
significant security requirements, which
has been handled with sensitivity, they
create comfortable, calming domestic
scale accommodation within light and
welcoming environments that ease the
work of the professional staff as well
as the problems of the patients. They
should become models for this type of
accommodation within the health service.
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Tigh Na Cladach, Dunoon

This colourful development of 14
affordable homes of various sizes and types
for purchase by local first time buyers is
the first social housing scheme in the UK
to be officially accredited by the German
‘Passivhaus’

Institute,

only

awarded

to buildings meeting rigorous energy
standards. This certification currently
applies to one end of terrace house but
levels of insulation and air tightness are
consistent throughout the development to
enable retro fitting to achieve Passivhaus
standard throughout.
While

first

impressions

from

a

distance may be of a simple row of overscaled two storey beach huts on the banks
of the Clyde, it is in fact an ingenious plan
and section of interlocking apartments
and houses, enabling each to have their
own independent front door and amenity
space. Independent access to first floor
apartments is afforded by external stairs
to the private roof terraces over the timber
clad link sections.
The design typology was derived to
follow the traditional built form of fishing
villages with gables facing the sea to
reduce exposure to prevailing winds. The
construction is of prefabricated super
insulated ‘I’ beam roof and walls, externally
finished with render on blockwork.
The development, which also includes
a small workshop to provide education for
local people with special needs as part of
managing the woodland behind, serves
a vitally important local social purpose
and fits in with the grain of the town while
adding a refreshing splash of colour.
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Gokay Deveci Chartered Architect
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The White House, Isle of Coll
WT Architecture

A couple, with young children, move
from professional careers in London back
to a remote ancestral island to farm sheep.
They seek to create a contemporary family
home incorporating the listed shell of an
eighteenth century ruined house on the
site. The site is dramatic and exposed,
at the rocky coastal edge of Coll. They
carefully select architects who share
their vision of building a new house
incorporating the ruin and are rewarded
by the realisation of a shared vision of
great imagination and sensitivity.
This new house is composed of two
parts, one built within the stone shell,
lightly connected by the glazed and
sedum roofed hallway and principal
living-dining space. While the ruin has
been consol-idated it retains the scars
of age on this weather beaten site, with
half of it containing accommodation,
including the kitchen and a distinctive
white ‘pod’ breaking out through the slate
roof containing a study. The other half,
including a great cleft in its wall, stitched
together by a steel ‘window’ frame, is
retained as an open courtyard.
The family bedrooms, children’s space
and ancillary living accommodation are in
the new two-storey structure, built at an
angle to the existing to embrace the sea.
This new timber structure perches itself
on a substantial dry stone wall, built on
old enclosure lines and re-using stone
from the site, allowing a break with the
local vernacular while being grounded in
its robust landscape and tradition.
The separation between historic and

andrew lee

contemporary is clear. The history and
character of the existing structures have
been used as a catalyst to a distinctive
and contemporary new development.
Every detail is beautifully and practically
resolved.
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impressions of PARIS

joie de vivre

ian stuart campbell hon frias offers some ‘snaps’,
sketches and personal reflections on PARIS

Chefs occasionally de-construct attractive
recipes and learn or adapt from successful
techniques of others. On a grander scale
architects similarly enjoy de-layering
cities and their complex urban history,
in a similar spirit of enquiry and pursuit
of comprehension. Organic medieval city
layouts after all, reveal much about the lives
and priorities of previous generations.
Paris before Napoleon III became

Emperor in 1852 probably looked like many
other huge expanding European cities.
The centre reportedly suffered from high
population density and the concomitant
hygiene problems. Public authority may
also have been an issue, as several regimes
had already been overthrown in the
first half of that century. The new Paris,
generally credited to Baron Haussmann
but undoubtedly also supported by the

Emperor, renovated the centre. It emerged
with little of the old city for students and
historians to analyse.
This huge transformation must
surely have been accomplished via one
of the largest ever, compulsory purchase
initiatives. It must have been reassuring, if
not actually essential, to have the support
of a new reforming Emperor, on a venture
of this scale.
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Regulations were adapted to define
street widths and building appearance.
Building lines, eaves heights, storey
alignment, had to be regular and even roof
pitches were required to be set at 45 degrees.
Generous boulevards, up to 30m wide and
high quality stone frontages, were created
and now distinguish the Haussmann period
of renovation in Paris. Together the whole
confection gives an impression in places
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that the city centre is one large palace. Scale
is enormous. Distances seem huge, open
spaces appear vast and where five or six
boulevards come together, the junctions
defy perspective in their width, breadth and
unmarked complexity.
A further, if not quite equally dramatic,
‘French revolution’ occurred again during
the presidency of Francois Mitterand
during the 1980’s. His aim, to give Paris a

new modern grandeur, created another
distinctive new skyline, three miles to the
west of the historical axis connecting the
Louvre and The Arc de Triomphe. This plan
extended the Champs Elysees, forming a
visual as well as a physical link between the
new business district, La Defense and the
historical city centre.
A design competition in 1982 was won
by Danish architect Johann Otto von
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Spreckelsen and engineer Erik Reitzel, who
proposed a 20th century version of the Arc
de Triomphe. La Grande Arche was opened
in 1989 and immediately became a new
French icon. The Arche is almost a hollow
cube, measuring in excess of 100m in each
dimension. Government offices are housed
in the two sides and an exhibition centre in
the roof section. The distinctive silhouette,
combined with the now well established and

expanding forest of other tall buildings of La
Defense, acts as a brilliant beacon drawing
visitors and business to this buzzing 21st
century city sector.
Remarkably this planning strategy has
provided a sustainable new commercial
community, which will be able to expand
further if needed, yet retain a strong
connection to the city. La Defense
complements but does not detract from, or

impinge upon, the traditional character and
appeal of Paris or its World Heritage status.
In Scotland we sometimes seem frozen in
awe of our heritage. It is truly amazing what
can be done with a combination of political
determination, far-sighted planning and
innovative architecture and design.
Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS
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Kengo Kuma

The competition for the new V&A at Dundee has provoked a
remarkable level of public interest. About 1300 people attended
two lectures by Kengo Kuma at the University of Dundee on a
Saturday in May. This public enthusiasm follows a competition in
which fifteen thousand people visited an exhibition showcasing
the work of the six shortlisted design teams.
It’s difficult to pinpoint a single reason why the support for
this project is so strong. The first of the three main explanations
is that it’s Dundee. Perhaps Dundonians have not been afforded
the opportunity to become cynical about lottery white elephants
or deflated regeneration companies like their fellow citizens in
Glasgow and Edinburgh. The local paper the Courier is the media
sponsor for the project and the chattering classes of Dundee seem
less inclined to develop theories as to why building projects should
not go ahead and more likely to say, “thank you”.
Secondly the idea has some gravitas – the building will sit in
the spectacular Tay Estuary and the V&A is a heavyweight cultural
institution. Dundee has attempted to develop its waterfront over
the past twenty years – with mixed success. Visitors, overpowered
by the drama of the silvery river valley, which dwarfs the city, can
understand the aspiration of the city to make its mark on the
water. Several times during his lecture Kengo Kuma referred to the
‘great’ or ‘amazing decision’ to site the new museum on the water.
The setting is magnificent. But it alone does not explain why
the V&A has chosen to open its first official satellite in Dundee? Is
it a legacy of New Labour’s paternalism? Sir Mark Jones, Director
of V&A, was previously Director of the National Museum of
Scotland in Edinburgh and has many close contacts in Scotland –
but the official argument is that this is a city with a natural affinity
with the V&A tradition of art and manufacturing production.
The argument has some legitimacy. On the weekend that Kuma
gave his public lecture the city was full of creatives in town for
the opening of the Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and the
Architecture School’s Degree show. Abertay’s computer games
work attracts international interest.
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Thirdly, Kengo Kuma, the architect and his proposed building
both excite real curiosity. Just as Enric Miralles provided an exotic
twist to the early discussions about the Scottish Parliament – Kuma’s
practice (kkaa.co.jp) adds to the drama around this commission.
Kuma rarely gives public lectures; he used this lecture to describe
the proposal and to set it in the broader context of his work in Japan
and Europe, where he has a number of commissions on site.
In the past ten years 50 percent of Kuma’s work has come from
outside of Japan. He is currently building the Besancon Cultural
Centre in Eastern France and the FRAC Arts Centre in Marseille
to coincide with the city’s reign as European Capital of Culture.
The practice is also working on a centre for Performing Arts called
Granatum in Granada – the form of which is inspired by the
pomegranate. In his lecture Kuma talked about cultural exchange,
Mackintosh’s enthusiasm for Japanese design and Frank Lloyd
Wright’s ‘organic’ Imperial Hotel in Tokyo (1923). In a world where
Asia now dominates industrial production – it must surely be
time for a more mainstream export of Japan’s cultural production.
Perhaps Kuma’s Dundee project marks a shift in the character of
that long-standing cultural exchange.
Unlike Miralles, Kengo Kuma could not be described as one
of Japan’s untested avant-garde. Since he set up his practice in
1990 Kuma has undertaken a fantastic range of commissions.
There are 84 completed buildings on the practice’s website, some
modest, many significant public commissions for museums and
art galleries. Kuma is so established that Libenham commissioned
him to design a watch – with a timber face and a needle that sits
slightly off centre.
At his Dundee lecture Kuma showed some of his most
significant projects – for the most part the buildings are modest
and understated in form and exciting to an architectural audience
because of the elegance of their detailing. This work seems quite
different from his more exuberant form making of recent years
and his early PoMo buildings such as M2(1990). Some of the
sophistication of Kuma’s thinking can get lost in translation, but

kengo kuma and
associates
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his essay From Erasing to Organic Architecture (2009) provides a
very clear explanation of his philosophical development.
Kuma describes his career in three decades; the first, as a
young man setting up practice in Tokyo after living in the USA
in which he was a Post-modernist – but a designer who was
increasingly interested in materials rather than form-making.
In the nineties Kuma lived through the Japanese recession with
a small amount of work outside of Tokyo. In this period he
developed his understanding of materials, detail and craft and
arrived at a position where he wanted to ‘erase’ architecture. “I
have long wanted to develop an airy architecture of particles that
is in contrast to the enormous, massive works of architecture,”
he writes. The Stone Museum (2000) and the Museum of Ando
Hiroshige (2000) are the best examples of his work in this period –
the building profile is as low as it can possibly be, as if the building
is melting into the ground.
In the past ten years Kuma came to the realisation that ‘erasing
architecture’ could never win international competitions. The
clients for these competitions wanted a ‘unique, sculptural work’.
“After Frank Gehry’s Guggenheim at Bilbao the question was To B
or not To B”, writes Kuma or “To erase or Not To Erase”. Kuma’s
contemporary work in which he pursues his interest in materials
and the idea of making ‘invisible’ buildings is focused on architecture
as a practice concerned with fluid organic relationships. For Kuma
the achievement of the 21st century is the understanding that
“An organism is not autonomous but instead, by assimilating and
excreting external matter at an amazing speed, escapes an increase
in entropy and manages to live on.”
Kuma explained the development of the Dundee design
showing conceptual sketches in which the form of the building
was inspired by the flows of the water on the Tay. His ambition is
that the water should move around the building rather than the
building acting as a barrier to its ebb and flow. He’s interested in
Scotland’s coastline and used an image of a cliff face, of sedimentary
rock worn in layers by the wind and the water.

Kuma is also interested in the city. He is a critic of Modernist
planning principles and writes about the importance of mapping
the complexities and working with the organic development of the
city. In the lecture he talked about the ‘long axis’ that will link the
city to the new V&A and the water. The suggestion was that the
building could act as a gateway to the water in the same way as
the red gate forms the entry point to a Japanese temple. He talked
a lot about nature – the Tay representing the natural world and
about the building as a frame for nature.
The structure was described as a skin of thin horizontal
concrete beams clad in reconstituted stone – recycled from local
stone. “I am interested in using local materials – it’s important
that there is a connection between land and architecture.” He
described the building programme in some detail, focusing on the
space which has been dubbed the Great Hall. “In winter people
will like to use this as a public space, it’s like an amphitheatre.”
He suggested that this space would have a programme of events,
concerts and dances. The restaurant has been located to provide
spectacular views over the river Tay. “The restaurant is important
for a museum – if the food is good,” he laughs. He explains that in a
similar project at Nagasaki the architects managed to convince the
museum authorities to put alcohol in the restaurant and stay open
in the evenings. Interestingly, the gallery space, what you might
think of as the core of the programme, got very little attention – it
is functional, two large boxes that can be subdivided.
The timetable on the Dundee V&A project is tight, a planning
application will be submitted by the end of this summer. Kuma’s
practice is working with Scottish practice cre8architecture and
consultant Optimised Environments Ltd, CBA and Arup. Staff
will be moving from Kuma’s Tokyo office shortly to begin work on
design development. The plan is to lodge a planning application in
late summer followed by a 24 month construction period.
Penny Lewis
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malcolm cochrane

This Q and A draws together the responses to pre-set questions which were asked at both the Glasgow
(City Chambers) and Edinburgh (Signet Library) events during President Maragall’s recent visit to
Scotland to receive his RIAS Honorary Fellowship.
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After the death of General Franco in 1975, what
were the priorities for Barcelona?
David Mackay: “The champagne ran out all over the city, but at
home the cri de coeur was “Amnesty, Liberty and Autonomy”. Our
task was the rebuilding of identity - language, culture, self-esteem.
This was a grassroots and university process. Neighbourhood
associations had actually been allowed during the Franco regime
- they, of course worked towards democracy, becoming a sort of
underground movement with reasonable and clear objectives – it
was significant that many professionals were involved.”
Pasqual Maragall: “Most politicians at that time were democratic
idealists with shared goals, they did not put party politics before
the interests of the city. We had one unified purpose but within
a broad church! The Mayor, Narcis Serra, invited Oriol Bohigas
to set up a Department of Architecture for the city, this involved
key professionals and a dozen or so students. They worked
together in one big room, identified what could be done and
commissioned projects. Perhaps their most notable endeavour
was the commissioning of 100 public spaces from local architects.
Everybody worked free, on a promise! My focus when I assumed
the role of Mayor in 1982 was on implementation of the ambitious
plans with partnership from the citizens and the public and private
sectors.”

What did the “100 Places Initiative”, the
precursor to the Olympics, deliver?
Pasqual Maragall: “The projects were the ‘aperitif’ to the Olympics.
They helped to prepare the ground - and the people, for a process
of change, giving people an understanding of the disruption which
comes before the benefits. There were surprisingly few complaints,
so the city was already undergoing substantial change when the
Olympic bid started. This confirmed that it is a visionary and
dynamic place, the ideal setting for a major international sporting
event.”
The process of bidding and the preparation for
the Olympics also involved a number of key
infrastructure initiatives. What were they?
Pasqual Maragall: “It was agreed to remove the Barcelona - Mataro
railway line - the oldest in Spain, to enable Barcelona to come down
to the sea. This agreement was signed in a railway carriage (like
the WW1 Armistice agreement). Then we had a ceremonial final
steam train journey. In politics image and the appropriate gesture
is crucially important.”
David Mackay: “A back-up area was made ready if the inner city
Olympics plan did not work out. The Olympics were planned to
take place over a wide area - not just Barcelona. On specifics the
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‘Fosterio’ communications tower (designed by Norman Foster) is
a single, beautiful object, replacing an unsightly clutter of telecoms
towers. The change of planning designation of the area between
downtown Barcelona and the sea was a key piece of advance
organisation which enabled rapid progress when the Games was
confirmed. Lots of studies were undertaken - coastal conservation
etc., again to ensure that the city was totally prepared for
construction work to begin as soon as the Games were granted.”
What did the Olympic Games mean for
Barcelona?
Pasqual Maragall: “The Games put Barcelona on the world map.
The process of facilitating the Games addressed a historic lack of
infrastructure (physical, logistics and management) to compete
with other international cities. The Games were built upon a strong
tradition of sporting innovation and excellence.”
David Mackay: “A focus on the legacy ensured that a key goal
from the outset was to put Barcelona in the top league of European
cities. Barcelona of course has a history of major international
events – the city has held great exhibitions, in 1888 (the same
year as Glasgow’s first international exhibition) and 1929. Both
involved significant technical innovation. There was a new urban
plan for the 1929 exhibition - new roads connections and a grand
avenue. So the Olympics was the 3rd major world event to be held
in Barcelona and the message was ‘we’re back’.”
After the Olympics - how did you ensure a strong
legacy?
David Mackay: “Redesigning the city required the demolition
and removal of much dilapidation and buildings which stood in
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the way of planned improvement. Also the building of much new
infrastructure, sports buildings and a whole new community (the
Vila Olimpica) - a process of urban ‘weeding and weaving’. Hard
landscaping and consolidating parkland were major priorities.
A shared understanding of the city as an educational experience
– ‘the city as a work of art’ enhanced the tourism offer and the
quality of the city for its people.”
What is meant by ‘The Barcelona Model’, does it
exist?
Pasqual Maragall: “40 years of dictatorship gives you time to think
and to plan for the future of the city when the veil of oppression
is lifted. It is perhaps a question of values. The ‘new’ Barcelona is
built on consensus, participation, co-operation between the public
and private sectors, civic values, social balance and the joy of
street life. The city belongs to its citizens. Its development should
demonstrate a specific vision towards a desired, shared future.
Strategies or projects can serve as catalysts towards positive
change.”
What should the relationship be between
politicians and the city?
Pasqual Maragall: “Politicians should trust professionals to
deliver – the architects, planners and their co-professionals were
crucial to renewing Barcelona.”
David Mackay: “Cities are vital because of their variety but
the politicians are always in charge – urban plans are political
manifestos!”
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loa+ds on guide
Architecture + Design Scotland
Level 2, The Lighthouse, Mitchell Street, Glasgow, G1 3LX
The Scottish Government is the principal sponsor of Architecture and Design Scotland’s
programme of architecture and outreach activities based at The Lighthouse.

Remodelling Home
Review Gallery, Level 2
5 March – 9 july 2011

investigating the sources and production
process of stone products.
www.sust.org

underlay Price’s celebrated projects, the
Potteries Thinkbelt and the Fun Palace,
exploring their continuing power to inspire
and challenge and the strong parallels
between Price’s vision of a technologyrich, communications-driven future of
contemporary life in Britain.

A+DS and RIAS Scottish Student
Awards for Architecture
review gallery, Level 1
6 august – 22 September 2011

This exhibition presents the creative
processes and outcomes of the Remodelling
Home project at Scotland’s Housing Expo
2010. The project was created for the Expo
by Claystation, in collaboration with Sust.,
the Scottish Government’s mechanism for
promoting sustainable design in the built
environment.
www.remodellingdesign.com
www.claystation.org

Out of everyday materials comes a labyrinth
that can move, change and transform. What
will it become – a maze, a series of rooms or
something unthinkable?
Material Considerations – land
of Stone
Sust. Gallery, Level 2
26 March – 22 october 2011

alan dimmick

Cedric Price – Think the
Unthinkable
Gallery 2, Level 2
31 March – 3 September 2011

david berry

No Longer Than We Need It
Alcove, Level 2
31 March – 3 September 2011

The questions posed by Cedric Price (1934
– 2003) are still potentially revolutionary.
Is architecture doing as much for people as
comfortable shoes? Do we need buildings
and if so what for?
This exhibition looks at the ideas which

This exhibition showcases stone as a building
material looking at the past, present and
future possibilities for stone construction
in Scotland. Starting with the quarrying
process it looks at this diverse material

Silver Grey Quarry, Creetown © British Geological Survey

claystation Hutchestown C - Alex Milton,
Euan Winton and Alan Ramsay

A+DS Exhibitions and Events at the Lighthouse

This annual exhibition and student awards
offers a rare opportunity for the public and
profession to see the best work of students
from all of Scotland’s Schools of Architecture
together providing an excellent chance
for the public and profession to view the
standard of student work and ideas from
Scotland’s most talented, emerging young
architects.
Categories of Awards are: RIAS Rowand
Anderson Silver Medal for best 5th year
student, A+DS Award for best 3rd year
student, A+DS Urban Design Award, Sust.
Award for Sustainable Design and the RIAS
Drawing Award.

For more information:
scottisharchitecture.com
exhibitions@ads.org.uk
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mark cousins rias:

rias convention
2011 review
chris stewart rias

Another year, another RIAS Convention,
but at least Glasgow (host city for 2011)
can claim some noteworthy projects to stir
the imagination and add spice to an already
intense conference programme. The talks,
tours and social events extended over three
days and were ostensibly themed around
issues relating to ‘Practice and Pedagogy’.
Glasgow Revisited: 12th May
The inaugural session kicked off in the Brian
Cox Studio, a black box auditorium at the
heart of the Scottish Youth Theatre (SYT)
in SMC Parr Architects’ redeveloped Sheriff
Court building. The Thursday afternoon slot
is often seen as a somewhat marginal event,
where attendance is optional. This year the
turnout was again relatively modest, despite
a promising programme which featured
Anne McChlery (on the efficacy of Building
Preservation Trusts), Tom McInally (on
Govan’s renaissance), Chris Stewart (on the
benefits of non-hierarchical practice) as well
as some big name practices such as Zaha
Hadid and Foster + Partners.
RIAS Secretary, Neil Baxter, obviously
relishes every excuse to travel to the west
coast and speculated (mischievously) that
the convention seemed an appropriate
precursor to the SYT’s imminent ‘Summer
of Horror’ festival. Baxter not only chaired
the afternoon session but also offered an

david dunbar pprias

32

engaging romp through Glasgow’s turbulent
history. He is an authority on its medieval
origins and was effortlessly entertaining
and erudite. He evoked the city’s genesis as
a place of pilgrimage and also mapped out
notional plans for a possible future book
on the history of Glasgow’s High Street,
provisionally titled ‘Greyfriars, Blackfriars
and Deep Fat Fryers’.
Tom Connolly (director at Elder and
Cannon Architects) gave a passionate
account of two award-winning projects,
Castlemilk Stables and Shettleston
Housing Association’s offices. Both projects
involved the adaptation and extension
of existing buildings and demanded
legible propositions in response to the
characteristics of the respective places and
the values of the people involved.
Elder and Cannon has long been
recognized as one of Scotland’s most
consistent practices and is surely deserving
of a sizable monograph? They took
advantage of the recent Glasgow School of
Art competition to reflect on the essence
of the city as a distillation of river, grid and
landscape. Connolly certainly sees Glasgow
as outward looking but it’s a city which, in
the words of Andor Gomme, “…seeks to be
itself.”
The two ‘star-chitect’ practices were ably
represented by Jim Heverin (Zaha Hadid
Architects) and Chris Connell (Foster +
Partners). Contrary to recent press reports
that the age of iconic architecture is passé,
Foster’s new arena and Hadid’s museum are
unashamedly ‘object’ buildings. Admittedly
the budget for the new Transport Museum
has crept up to £52 million but the
preview images suggest it will be a worthy
adornment to the Clyde. Its vast shed-like
interior is already crowded with trams,

coaches and cars, all shrouded in temporary
translucent shrouds.
No doubt, many architects would have
welcomed the chance to view the lime
green interior prior to installation of the
exhibits (as happened at Libeskind’s Jewish
Museum in Berlin). The bold use of colour
internally provides a dramatic foil to the
austere monochrome zinc exterior and the
project will, one hopes, act as a catalyst for
the regeneration of this neglected swathe of
the city.
Practice and Pedagogy: 13th May
The Friday presentations were held in the
imposing IMAX theatre of BDP’s Science
Centre. The list of speakers was extensive
and included Professor Gokay Deveci,
Kim Nielsen (3XN), Stefan Lobsiger (Rolf
Mühletaler Architekt), Henry McKeown
(JM Architects) and Professor Seona Reid
(Glasgow School of Art). Most speakers
took a relaxed attitude to the given topic
of ‘Practice and Pedagogy’ but Gordon
Murray delivered a very earnest and
heartfelt treatise, structured around his
interpretation of ‘pedagogy’ meaning
‘to enable’. His talk was peppered with
arresting images, extended quotations and
some chilling statistics. He championed
Hertzberger’s Montessori School in Delft
(1970) as the ideal learning environment
but accepted Beckett’s adage that we: “Try
Again. Fail again. Fail better.”
Murray has survived the demise of
one practice and has now successfully
launched another. Throughout this period
he maintained his position as Head of
School at the University of Strathclyde
and is wholly convincing in his new role
as errant academic philosopher. His
scope was expansive and drew on various

gokay deveci rias

gordon murray pprias

research sources and exemplars, from
a wide spectrum, encompassing Leon
Battista Alberti, Cedric Price, RMJM, Rem
Koolhaas and (Princeton’s Professor of
Economics) Alan Blinder. He also namechecked Matthew Crawford’s provocative
little book The Case for Working with Your
Hands: Or Why Office Work Is Bad for Us and
Fixing Things Feels Good.
Murray predicts that the credit crisis
will decimate the profession with architects
morphing into consultants and strategic
thinkers. So, although heartened by the
recent crop of young practices (with a
predilection for quirky names) such as
Dress for the Weather, Three Pigs Workshop
and Roots, he still aligns himself with
Saul Steinberg’s quote that architecture is
“…a wonderful training for anything but
architecture.”
Certainly Nathalie Regnier-Kagan (of
Michel Kagan Architecture) was equally
ambitious but she over-reached herself
and over-ran her allotted time. She tried
valiantly to outline an entire syllabus
interspersed with examples of her office’s
oeuvre. It was perhaps inevitable that her
talk would become a eulogy for her late
husband, who died unexpectedly in 2009.
She displayed characteristic élan and
brought a refreshingly Gallic rigour to the
proceedings.
Despite some initial reservations, Jan
Gehl was everyone’s favourite by the end
of his talk on ‘Livable Cities’. He proved a
charismatic speaker, charming, urbane,
insightful and steadfast in his appeal for a
return to humanist values. ‘Cites for People’
is his clarion call and (co-incidentally) the
title of his new book, published by Island
Press. Who would fail to succumb to images
of his granddaughter’s first steps or Siena’s

Piazza del Campo, rightly lauded as the
world’s finest urban space?
He attacked traffic engineers (which is
always guaranteed to wring a cheer) and
called for pedestrians to take precedence
over vehicles. He lamented the paradigm
shift in the 1960’s when perception, detail
and scale aberrantly accelerated from
walking pace, so-called ‘5km/h Architecture’,
up to ‘60km/h Architecture’. Nonetheless,
he remains optimistic and cited Mayor
Bloomberg’s bold initiatives in New York
in promoting cycle lanes and closing Times
Square to vehicular traffic.
Gehl derided Ayn Rand inspired
architects who hover over urban models,
merely shuffling inanimate objects around
with no cognisance of the attendant
implications for ordinary people. Gehl
offered wisdom infused with some wit
and whimsy but the logic of his arguments
was irrefutable. He also carries through on
the rhetoric and has issued branded cycle
helmets to his staff.
Gehl excelled at anecdotes but
the best orator was the Madrid-based
architect, Ignacio Vicens. His practice
(Vicens + Ramos) is little known in the
UK but highly regarded in Spain, where
they have completed a series of striking
projects over the past 17 years. They adopt
a heterogeneous approach, believing
that repetition leads to intellectual death
and relish the expressive possibilities of
materials. His presentation was rigorously
structured around ten different materials
including aluminum, glass, steel and
rusted cement (an innovative stucco finish
pigmented with iron oxide). Each selection
was then illustrated by a key project and
discussed in some detail.

henry mckeown
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nathalie regnier-kagan hon frias

Despite his claim that they eschew
a signature style, the work displays a
remarkable consistency, characterised by
a purity of form and minimalist aesthetic.
Acknowledged influences are Luis Barragan
and Adolph Loos but the work also aligns
with other inventive Spanish practices
such as Ensamble Studio, Aires Mateus and
RCR Arquitectes. Their studied approach
is perhaps best exemplified by the Parish
Church of Santa Monica (Madrid) which
is clad in Corten steel. The building
accommodates the church, parish offices
and a residence for the priest. The form
itself is stretched along the length of the site
but then shatters at one end in a theatrical
flourish. The shard-like protrusions
mediate a wash of light into the chapel and
illuminate the altar. Vicens describes it as
“…an explosion, frozen in an instant after
detonation”.
The closing speaker was Argentineanborn Jorge Silvetti, a patriarchal figure
from the Harvard University Graduate
School of Design, where he has taught since
1975. He also maintains a parallel practice
with his business partner Rodolfo Machado
and elected to talk about issues involving
‘Intervention, Conservation + Heritage’. He
alternated between theoretical and practical
projects and showed a diverse range of work
from across the globe.
The Getty Villa commission raised the
vexed question of authenticity and was
compounded by the conundrum of just
how to intervene in John Paul Getty’s
1970’s facsimile of an imperial Roman
villa? His strategy was essentially to “…
make a better replica” but this proved quite
a challenge and lasted some twelve years
(1994-2006). He also featured another
long-running project in Abu Dhabi, where
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the Al Ain Oasis Cultural Quarter will try
to counter Jan Gehl’s summation of a city
obsessed with high-rise towers which looks
little more than “…a collection of perfume
bottles.”
The theme ‘Practice and Pedagogy’ was
deliberately provocative but provided an
intellectual framework for what proved to
be a memorable Convention. The organizers
should be commended, although it was
surprising that so few actual academics were
in attendance. Obviously the profession
is feeling particularly vulnerable after
such a sustained recession and although
the Convention could not conjure up any
panaceas, it did provide a welcome respite
from faltering workloads and restrictive
deadlines.
Mark Cousins RIAS

Ian Stuart Campbell Hon
FRIAS:

thoughts
provoked… @ rias
convention
“…those who cannot do, teach” An oft
repeated idiom usually voiced by hard bitten
practitioners and directed unkindly towards
secure ‘ivory tower’ academics. As post war
architectural education in Scotland moved
from apprenticeship towards part time
study at art school and subsequently, to full
time university degree status, it could easily
have adopted the ‘ivory tower’ attitude.
Throughout the 20th century, however,
Scotland was fortunate in having successful

kim herforth nielsen

jan gehl

national and international architects,
many of whom were eager to participate as
professional education became more formal
and academic.
They gave generously of their time and
expertise and were rewarded by new status
as Professors or Heads of Schools. Sir Robert
Matthew, Frank Feilden and James Paul,
already successful practitioners, became
involved in the first Scottish academic
architecture courses in the 1950’s and 60’s.
By the 1970’s when Sir James Dunbar
Nasmith, Andrew MacMillan and Isi
Metzstein volunteered their considerable
energies to education, universities were
becoming powerful institutions with a focus
on research and a drive towards expansion
and growth.
Such academic ambition, while
understandable, was not entirely in
step with the oscillating fortunes of an
architectural profession which by the 1980’s
was experiencing excessive commercial
fluctuations from boom to bust. In ‘boom’
no practice wants researchers, while in
‘bust’ practitioners seem intimidated
by increasing numbers of graduates and
journals inevitably fill with paranoid shrieks
- “….too many architects!”
Against this background the RIAS
Convention 2011 in Glasgow bravely
focused for its Friday sessions on ‘Practice
and Pedagogy’. A selection of international
practising architect professors travelled
from Paris, Madrid, Boston and two from
Copenhagen, to join Scottish experts in
reviewing the current dynamics between
education and practice.
Delegates to this well attended
Convention arrived with an overarching
awareness of the current, very serious,
deep economic downturn in the UK. That
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is not to infer that previous recessions, say,
1991 or even 1981 were shallow, it is simply
to observe that the ledge from which we
currently dangle will always seem more
precarious than the one from which one
somehow previously recovered!
‘Star-chitects’ Professor Jorge Silvetti,
Boston and Professor Ignacio Vicens,
Madrid, cheerfully lifted spirits well out
of economic recession in the afternoon by
discussing lavish projects which might have
come from another world. Silvetti’s $275m
facelift and extension to the Getty Villa in
Malibu gives a feeling of being present at
the building of Rome. Vicens’ perky use of
a [very large] private house commission, “to
research” potential for ‘rusty concrete’ on
another major project is commendable, but
an unfamiliar luxury for most architects.
Professor Jan Gehl delivered a clear
and entertaining talk. He understands that
Pedagogy is the study of being a teacher or
the process of teaching and his message was
that teaching and practice of architecture
should both focus down at ground level. By
contrast, what he described as ‘helicopter’
architecture, which he illustrated by
randomly moving objects around on a table,
takes inadequate account of the human as
an upright ‘walking’ animal.
Railing against priority provision for
the car as though it was an alternative
species, Gehl seemed at times to forget
that motorists too are ‘walking’ humans.
His campaign for activity and life between
buildings is a strong one. The al fresco
café culture can thrive “even in cold
northern climates” according to Gehl, citing
Copenhagen, where thick wrap around
blankets are issued by pubs to prolong their
six-week summer season, even if only for
smokers.

seona reid

jorge silvetti

Professor Gokay Deveci sees the
relationship between ‘Practice and
Pedagogy’ as providing worthwhile
opportunities for research-based design.
He has devoted much of his architectural
practice to innovative low cost housing
and with commendable candour he related
that early critics, admiring his buildings,
concluded that they were “not very cool”.
In response he now concentrates on low
cost sustainable and efficient housing
solutions, which also look extremely cool.
He has designed Scotland’s first certified
‘Passivhaus’ in Dunoon last year and is
now aiming to build the country’s first zero
carbon home.
Professor Gordon Murray delivered
a paper carefully tailored in response to
the conference title. Presenting factual
statistics he observed a huge drop in
numbers between those entering ‘part one’
architecture courses and those continuing
into the post graduate second degree.
Similarly a further significant reduction
occurs to the number ultimately entering
the profession. Surprisingly, Murray argued
that this is as it should be.
The first degree in architecture, by
offering a solid broad based education, will
suit many who do not ultimately wish to
join the profession. Likewise a wide range
of post-graduate degrees or diplomas will
serve those who may choose to follow art
or design related career paths. In any event
it is very valuable, according to Murray,
to have a larger population informed and
well educated about matters of design and
architecture. A well-informed public and
client base can only improve the social
and professional climate within which UK
architects operate.
The double-act performed by Professor

Seona Reid and Henry McKeown was
keenly anticipated by those interested
in the Glasgow School of Art. McKeown
presented the design, which is being
developed by his practice JM Architects in
conjunction with New York based Steven
Holl Architects. Analysis of Mackintosh’s
building has led the architects to propose
a series of well lit studios connected by
ramps and galleries where students can
replicate the pattern of informal meetings
and moments of reflection from the
original. Holl’s watercolours show that
a great deal of consideration has gone
into detail and reinforcing human scale
throughout the building. Vocal critics
however are concerned about the external
form, materials and appearance, relative to
its iconic neighbour and seem now to be
calling for a bit more of what Jan Gehl calls
‘helicopter’ architecture.
Professor Reid justified the new building
in such times of austerity, by highlighting
the poor quality of the Art School’s existing
estate. It currently comprises nine sites,
many of which are ‘found’ buildings. Only
the original Mackintosh School is now
considered fit for purpose and this severely
limits the student intake and prospective
expansion.
Here again we see the perceived needs
of “Practice and Pedagogy” diverting. We
must hope that Gordon Murray’s thesis
is correct and that our society can benefit
from accommodating more students/
graduates of architecture, while ostensibly
requiring fewer or at least no significant
increase in qualified architects.
Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS

sholto humphries prias
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new gourna
revisited

IN THIS PHOTO ESSAY NEIL BAXTER DESCRIBES AN EXTRAORDINARY ATTEMPT AT COMMUNITY BUILDING
ON THE BANKS OF THE NILE by the architect Hassan Fathy (1900-1989)
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the mosque courtyard

The road which connects Luxor’s West Bank ferry terminal with
the archaeological sites of western Thebes is still one of the most
travelled tourist routes in Egypt. Until relatively recently, one of
the sights along that route was the village of Gourna. Set in the
foothills of the mountain range which embraces the Valley of the
Kings and many other key archaeological sites, Gourna grew up
over many centuries. This fairly haphazard collection of dwellings
was set among a pharaonic burial site, most of which has not, as
yet, been formally explored by archaeologists. However there may
be relatively little left to uncover as the Gourni’s trade for several
hundred years has been a lucrative one in Egyptian antiquities,
illegally removed from tombs which in some cases lay literally
below their dwellings.
Gourna has been a problem for the Egyptian authorities for
as long as it has existed. Successive Egyptian governments, even
the one ousted by the recent coup, have, like the international
community, regarded the inheritance of ancient Egypt as among
humanity’s greatest treasures. The presence among all of this
revered antiquity of a community whose raison d’être was its
despoliation, said to include the melting down of gold and silver
artefacts, has long been a major source of embarrassment.
In 1945 the Egyptian Department of Antiquities decided that
enough was enough and that the village of Gourna should be
relocated. They commissioned the architect and academic, Hassan
Fathy, to build New Gourna on a site much closer to the Nile that
the original. Rather than just building a model village and forcibly
re-housing the Gournis, Fathy undertook a detailed preliminary
study of the social structure and family groups of the existing
village. His new township was designed with separate areas for
the four Gourni ‘tribes’. Anything but traditional in its form, New
Gourna has a large, central, public square, surrounded by the
most important civic buildings, the mosque, the mayor’s house,
a theatre, a craft exhibition and the khan, where traditional craft
goods would be produced and apprentices trained.
The construction of the new village drew on Fathy’s research
into the traditional mud brick buildings of Nubia. Large roof
spans were achieved using Fathy’s own system of catenary vaults,
adapted from traditional techniques. Building in mud brick was,
or certainly seemed to be, thoroughly appropriate for Luxor’s
climate. Fathy was well aware that the thermal inertia of mud
brick is significantly superior to fired brick, stone or concrete. By
exploiting this technical advantage, Fathy was able to create twostorey houses which provided comfortable dwelling conditions
by day and night. All this was expounded in his book Gourna – A

new gourna © Dimitri Papadimou

Tale of Two Villages, published in 1969, subsequently re-published
as Architecture for the Poor in 1973. The change in name and the
indelicacy of the later title might be explained by the fact that the
book was originally published by the Egyptian Ministry of Culture,
while its re-publication was by the University of Chicago.
Fathy’s book details his socialist agenda, not simply for a single
peasant community in Egypt, but for world housing. He identifies
the roots of the malaise in world housing as the inextricable
connection between most housing provision and the money
system. Even conventional approaches to social housing are
questioned, given their inevitable reliance on the supply of costly
manufactured materials. Fathy’s alternative is traditional building
techniques, employing materials with little or no inherent cost and
structural techniques which allow individuals with craft skills to
build homes rapidly, each dwelling only requiring, by preference,
the work of two individuals.
The philosophical, social and economic issues explored by
Fathy are still central to the political and humanitarian debate
over housing provision. However, a recent resurgence of interest
in his work is explained by the fact that much of Fathy’s thought is
focussed upon sustainability. While his technological exploration
is largely focussed on his native Egypt and hot climates,
philosophically at least, his approach is pertinent to every aspect
of the sustainability debate and worthy of study by all those
involved in lobbying for more sustainable building solutions. And
that should include all architects.
The problems with New Gourna started at the early stages
of its evolution. While a significant number of buildings were
produced from 1946 to 1949, including all of the key civic buildings,
the inhabitants of old Gourna were, understandably, reluctant to
move. The allure of Fathy’s new homes, even though they were
custom designed on a family by family basis, was limited.
Having spent decades making a relatively comfortable living
as thieves, the Gourni’s were uneasy about embracing Fathy’s new
economic model. The idea that traditional skills would be employed
to produce craft goods which would then be sold to the droves of
tourists who would be encouraged to stop at New Gourna, while
eminently sensible, did require a significant shift in the thinking
of the community.
There was also some reluctance to move from what was a
very well established shanty town with quite solidly built homes.
Fathy’s key building material, raw earth, was regarded as poor and
archaic. Those who were inclined to move out wanted homes built
using more aspirational materials. However inappropriate fired
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brick and concrete might have been and however problematic the
living conditions in such structures, what the Gourni’s were being
offered seemed to them a poor substitute.
The history of Hassan Fathy’s New Gourna is ultimately one
of failure. This is partly explained by the Gourni’s reluctance to
embrace the new life that was being offered to them. In spite of
Fathy’s careful exploration of community needs and the climatic
intelligence of his solution, his village was only partially built and
temporarily occupied. Subsequently much of it has been destroyed
or built over to form part of the linear sprawl which stretches along
the tourist road, a fragmented community generating the bulk of
its living from tourism and farming.
Despite the ingenuity of Fathy’s employment of thermal
inertia and passive ventilation, his attempt to incorporate
contemporary plumbing and electrical services within mud brick
buildings was never truly satisfactory and over time, largely failed.
A further problem which he certainly hadn’t anticipated was one
which threatens much of the heritage upstream from Aswan. The
creation of the high damn has significantly raised the permanent
water table over a huge area of the lower Nile valley. The effects are
very gradual but quite visible as water steadily wicks up through the
ancient temples. Whether the New Gourna water table problem
arises from the same source or is more local, it is all too apparent.
Within the mosque, Fathy’s finest architectural achievement
at New Gourna, the water is steadily wicking up the walls. The
problem has been exacerbated by wholly inappropriate concrete
repairs. Elsewhere, the gradual degradation of all the surviving
buildings is quite apparent to any visitor. The external arcade of
the outdoor promenade of the khan is the focus of a progressive
collapse. Within Fathy’s own house (he believed in living ‘on the
job’) the water problem is similarly apparent. This, combined with
a lack of maintenance, has resulted in an accelerating process
of decay. Unchecked the upper floor of Fathy’s house, currently
unusable, will soon be unvisitable. The permanent stage-set
within the theatre, which once staged ambitious performances,
including equestrian acts, is fractured. Here too destruction seems
inevitable.
For the tourist visitor, New Gourna is simultaneously a sad but
also an architecturally extraordinary experience. Damaged as they
are, the ethos of these buildings is still there and still strong. Even
casual visitors will sense that these are buildings that, given more
care and respect, really would have worked. However the insidious
visitation of the key agent of all architectural degradation, water,

theatre

particularly water from below, certainly cannot be remedied by
any traditional maintenance.
Despite the degradation of New Gourna, there is much which
still delights. This was an extraordinarily bold experiment, not
simply in housing, but community building. It was the work of
a master architect, the quality of whose vision is still apparent in
the surviving structures and in the ingenuity of the original plan.
However, as one commentator put it, the term “endangered” is
a gross understatement. Unless something radical is done fairly
soon, New Gourna will simply cease to exist. Many international
organisations and commentators have noted this impending doom.
Geneva University is running a campaign, Docomomo and the
World Monuments Funds have put out calls for help. The Egyptian
Government, prior to its dissolution, had made promises.
There is a certain irony that, as New Gourna quietly collapses
for the want of an investment of some tens of thousands of pounds,
the Egyptian Government recently funded a major lighting scheme
for the mountainous ridge which forms the backdrop to Luxor. It
does look magnificent, but whether this was the most appropriate
way to spend £5m when, New Gourna apart, there is much of the
national archaeology of this extraordinary nation in need of care,
is debatable.
Perhaps in time all that will survive of New Gourna will be the
Fathy archive at the American University in Cairo and the superb
early 1950’s photographs by Dimitri Papadimou. That would be
a tragedy. There are relatively few situations where preserving
buildings simply for the sake of it is appropriate. New Gourna is
one of those. As an experiment in social engineering and creating
contemporary architecture utilising traditional building techniques
it clearly failed. Yet, even the fragments that remain, testify to a
boldness and beauty well worthy of preservation. Ultimately the
tragedy of New Gourna is in its demonstration that it is possible
to create an architecture that is careful, contextual, appropriate,
sustainable - and still wrong!
As for the residents of old Gourna, within the last decade a new
settlement village has been built, using standard contemporary
‘technological’ building techniques. And this time they weren’t
asked or encouraged to move from their former homes but forcibly
evicted. Their historic, tomb raider’s village has now, largely, been
demolished.
Neil Baxter, Secretary & Treasurer

With thanks to Vivian Widgery who accompanied me on my visit and Hussein Ahmed Youssef Abu Hagag, the holder of the keys to the surviving buildings, who guided us around.
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the square

view from hassan fathy’s house

kahn promenade
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james parr

fraser middleton rias

rias lifetime achievement award:

At the glasgow convention on 13 may 2011 the
RIAS presented the distinguished dundee-based
architect james parr frias with a Lifetime

40

Achievement Award, the highest accolade within
Scottish architecture.
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Commercial Street Housing, Perth, 1978

James Parr qualified from the University of Dundee in 1951 - the
first year that the Dundee School was recognised by the RIBA.
He undertook his compulsory National Service until 1953 with a
commission in the Royal Engineers, serving in Singapore. From
1953-56 he worked in the offices of William M Patrick, Dundee
(brother of the famous artist James Mackintosh Patrick).
In 1956 James Parr started his own practice (at the age of 26)
from his house in Claypotts Road, Broughty Ferry. His first job
was a detached house and most of his early work was putting
Ladies toilets into pubs! This led to numerous public house
refurbishments. A year later, the office moved to 132a Nethergate,
Dundee.
The practice’s first truly significant project was for General
Accident on Isla Road, Perth. General Accident had just bought
their first computer - and needed a building to put it in! This
building won a National Civic Trust Award. In 1965 the company
moved to 95 Dundee Road. In the years that followed, the company
grew to over 100 staff, dealing with all sorts of commissions. They
particularly benefited from the need for lots of new buildings for
the mushrooming Silicon Glen.
James Parr’s own favourite among his own designs is the
General Accident World Headquarters, Perth. The practice also
received a Saltire Award for the Commercial Street, housing in
Perth. This development was selected as one of Scotland’s best 150
buildings for the exhibition and book, Scotstyle. It is described there
as “clustered together in a variety of combinations, amid much

attractive landscaping to produce a picturesque composition along
the river’s edge.” It is also one of very few examples of modern
architecture ever featured on a postage stamp (as Mrs Parr points
out not a 2nd Class one ‘but a properly pricey one!’).
Other projects include Dundee Infectious Diseases Hospital,
housing in Livingston, the University of Dundee Students
Union, various primary schools, sheltered housing in Dundee
and Inverness, superstores for William Low, housing in Broughty
Ferry, the Wellgate Centre, Dundee and the swimming baths and
leisure centre, also in Dundee.
James was founding Chairman of Art In Partnership. He is
still Chair of the Tayside Building Preservation Trust. He enjoys
skiing and sailing, still enjoys hillwalking and is an accomplished
mountaineer, having conquered most of the main peaks in the
Alps including the Jungfrau, Mont Blanc (the highest peak in
western Europe) and the fearsome Eiger. He has also scaled Mount
McKinley, Alaska - the highest peak in North America.
One sad personal event was the untimely death of James
and Dororthy Parr’s much respected architect daughter, Lucy, in
1999. The strength of their relationship helped them through that
dark time. That relationship is truly enduring, in fact James and
Dorothy have been together since their schooldays at Lawside
Academy, Dundee and have now been married for 57 years.
James Parr is one of Scotland’s most prolific and influential
architects, a worthy winner of the Incorporation’s Lifetime
Achievement Award.

General Accident Headquarters, Perth, 1983

41

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S U M M E R 2 011

scotland’s housing expo: Three on Nine, Graham Mitchell Architects © Ian Stuart Campbell

trada technical feature

timber frame design:
low energy, high performance

The following extract is from TRADA
Technology’s new best practice guide by
Geoffrey C Pitts B.Arch (Hons) M.Phil and
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advisory editor of TRADA Technology, Robin
Lancashire.
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Energy efficiency in buildings comes at a cost. Energy is another
word for fuel - most commonly electricity, gas, oil or solid (coal)
fuel. All fuel costs money and the more fuel that can be saved with
energy efficient buildings, the lower the running costs for building
users and owners.
It is the building envelope that utilises and/or controls the
natural elements to assist in providing economic thermal comfort.
For cool temperate climates some level of additional space heating
will be required but, in most cases, mechanical cooling should not
be necessary.
The decisions regarding the building envelope which affect
the ‘economic comfort’ requirement are the thermal resistance,
thermal mass and thermal response of the roof, walls and floor
and the thermal performance, natural lighting and ventilation
characteristics of the windows and doors. These decisions are the
major influences on the overall level of building heat loss, on the
amount of solar energy collected and on the usefulness of this
energy, i.e. on the space heating requirement. They also influence
the level of direct power consumption for lighting and appliances.
And it is in the building envelope where the particular
energy saving advantages of timber frame construction can be
found. Frequently the decision to build in timber frame is taken
for reasons other than energy efficiency; for example speed of
erection, reduced site labour, dry construction, precision and
accuracy of finished building or even cost. However, as energy
efficiency continually becomes more and more important to
clients and designers, this will become one of the major reasons
for the choice of timber frame simply because the system has the
ability to incorporate very high levels of thermal insulation.
Cladding
Vented cavity
Breather membrane on
sheathing
Stud zone with insulation
Vapour control layer
Insulated service zone
Lining

Adding a convenient 50mm service zone to a conventional 140mm
stud wall increases the insulation depth to 190mm

Thermal insulation is not the only energy criterion, however,
and a view which is often expressed is that the low thermal mass of
a timber frame fabric is such that solar gain cannot be effectively
utilised. However, high thermal mass is not necessarily beneficial,

but rather, the important factor is the provision of the right level
of thermal mass in the right place to utilise solar gain. This can
be achieved in timber frame without compromising the structural
integrity of the system.

N
Service
zone

Living
zone

Views to north
- use tall narrow
windows
High mass

Solar radiation through south
high light reflects to thermal
mass in north living zone

N
Bed
zone
Service
zone

Living
zone

View to north

High mass
Use south conservatory to
collect solar energy and duct
this to living zone

Timber frame houses can be easily adapted to ensure thermal
mass is in the right place to utilise solar gain

Climate type
The climate type under consideration can be broadly described
as cool temperate, where winter heat loss is the major energy
efficiency design criterion. Within the general cool temperate
climate, a number of variations occur. In terms of macro-climate
there are the cold dry winters and hot dry summers typical of
inland continental areas (north central USA, central Canada and
inland northern and central Europe) and cool wet winters with
moderate, humid summers typical of maritime regions (UK,
Ireland, Denmark, Netherlands Belgium and Atlantic coastal
France). In terms of micro-climate, there are variations caused by
local topography and vegetation or existing buildings. All these
variations must be considered in the design to reduce energy
consumption.
The external climatic conditions which influence energy
consumption are the daily and average seasonal temperature
(winter and/or summer), the daily and seasonal solar radiation,
the winter and summer wind (speed and prevailing direction) and,
to a lesser extent, the precipitation.
Internally, air temperature is the major internal environmental
factor which affects energy consumption as the building heat loss is
directly proportional to the inside/outside temperature difference.
While the internal comfort air temperature may vary between 15°C
and 30°C, this will normally be between 18°C to 22°C during the
heating season. There are four key indices which determine the
comfort of occupants in buildings. These are described in the table
overleaf.

43

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY S U M M E R 2 011

kirsty ward

trada technical feature

Comfort
Index

Description and Criteria

Thermal

Occupants require a feeling of warmth for
comfort. The usual index for describing this
is the dry resultant temperature (tres) which is
a combination of the air temperature (ti) and
the average radiant temperature (tr) of the
room surfaces. tres approximates to ½ x ti + ½ x
tr. In most buildings the average dry resultant
temperature is normally between 18°C and
22°C.

Air movement Air movement can cause draughts and if
excessive, may require an increase in tres to
maintain comfort. In general the air movement
in winter should not exceed 0. 1m/s.
Ventilation

Occupants require the introduction of fresh
air into rooms primarily for healthy breathing.
Ventilation is also required to reduce odour
levels, to minimize condensation risk and in
some instances to provide combustion air.
Ventilation should not be excessive as this
will increase heat loss and so, increase energy
consumption. In most buildings ventilation
which provides 0.5 air changes per hour for the
whole building provides a healthy environment
without excessive heat loss.

Relative
humidity

Occupants can normally remain comfortable
over a relative humidity range from 40 to 70
per cent at temperatures between 18°C and
22°C.

ian stuart campbell

scotland’s housing expo: the gen, Trevor Black Design

key indices for determining the comfort of occupants in
buildings

scotland’s housing expo: the flower house, A&J burridge
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Site planning decisions are taken early in the design process and
have a significant effect on overall energy efficiency. Orientation is
closely linked to all other site planning decisions and is therefore
considered in each of the four site planning sections.
One of the particular benefits of energy-efficient planning
is that there is little or no cost penalty associated with the
decisions, while the potential energy benefits can be high. For a
given residential building density there are no additional costs for
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N

Bungalow

House

kirsty ward

efficient layout and southerly orientation, and landscaping costs
are typically low in relation to overall development costs.

Density can be increased
with minimum overshading
by placement of low buildings
to south and highest buildings
to north of site

Flats

The cost of positioning buildings to maximise solar gain is usually
less thAn the long-term benefit

Low energy timber frame buildings: designing
for high performance, second edition,
focuses on residential buildings, but the
design principles and construction details
are applicable to most other building types,
up to seven storeys high. The cost is £25.00 to
TRADA members and £45.00 to non-members.
Publication March 2011. Visit www.trada.co.uk/
Bookshop

scotland’s housing expo: woodrock, AIM Design

neil baxter

The energy considerations for site layout are orientation,
minimum over-shading and wind protection. Other site
considerations are view, privacy, minimum roadworks (length,
width and specification) and minimal service runs and the
relationship of landscaping and gardens to the buildings. While
these considerations can affect the energy decisions, they would not
normally be expected to compromise them. The target site density
however might be expected to affect energy efficiency decisions
adversely, but at even high density (say up to 200 persons per
hectare) good orientation with minimum over-shading for passive
solar gain can be achieved with careful layout and grouping. There
is another issue associated with site density: high density implies
a greater number of shared party elements which reduces fabric
heat loss which might offset reduced passive solar gains.
Designers need to consider all of these potentially conflicting
issues for optimum energy efficiency, but with buildings
responsible for up to half the total national energy consumption
in industrialised countries, surely that extra work at the drawing
board is more than justified.

scotland’s housing expo: The Healthy House, Andrew Black Design
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STUDENTS
jamie ross

seamus bourke

anna baker

eoghan hoare

stephen wheater

HOUSING PAPER WORLDS: a new architecture for cartography
This year NLS has collaborated with fourth year architecture
students from the University of Dundee, who have designed
a new Cartographic Institute in Edinburgh. The exhibition
presents eleven maps created by the students to develop a
cultural, economic, historical, architectural and geographic
understanding of the city. These insights have informed the
designs for a new Cartographic Institute in the heart of the
Old Town. Strikingly attractive and original artwork, designs
and plans for this new building are set alongside new maps of
Edinburgh, setting the sites in context.
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This institute is a complex proposition that challenged the
young designers to make a public building from spaces that
are typically highly sensitive and often private. The solutions
presented display a diverse range of imaginative and engaging
designs for contemporary buildings within the historic fabric
of the city.
National Library of Scotland, 159 Causewayside,
Edinburgh, EH9 1PH. 09:30-17:00, Monday 30 May-Friday 26
August 2011. Admission Free.
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jamie ross harry casey

Tutor’s Description
The relationship most people have with maps is that of reader. A
map is therefore invariably considered ‘good’ if it offers utility in a
clear and concise way. Yet maps have the potential to be and indeed
often are, so much more than this. The maps which provide the
greatest delight combine utility and beauty: works of ‘cognitive art’.
Closer study of the history of cartography reveals that map
makers, like artists, frequently have agendas beyond an aesthetic
sensibility. Such is the power of maps that they have successfully
been used as powerful propaganda tools, expressions of local pride,
tools of indoctrination and much more. This rich multi-faceted
history of cartography, together with more recent technological
developments, that are rapidly reshaping not just how we interact
with maps but our very perception of them, suggests numerous
potential architectural lines of enquiry for exploration through a
brief for a new Cartographic Institute.
Thinking closely about the design for a Cartographic Institute
reveals a host of apparently contradictory challenges. How can we
make a public institution from an ostensibly private building-type;
what are the ‘right’ conditions for a person to view environmentallysensitive documents in; why create an architectural solution for
archive storage? This Studio Unit asked the students to develop
an understanding of the competing demands that lead to such
evident contradictions of this building type and challenged them
to establish an architectural position, or define a working process,
that might help them to resolve such issues architecturally.
From secretive hidden worlds with a close-focus on very
particular interiors that provide rich sequences of rooms, through
to programmatically-driven solutions that eschew convention and
present the sizable archive to the visiting public, this exhibition
represents the diverse range of interests and solutions the
participating students developed over the course of the project.
The project brief and the current exhibition have been
developed with the generous assistance of Chris Fleet, Senior
Map Curator at the National Library of Scotland. Chris not only
provided the students with a valuable insight into the existing
NLS facilities and an expert introduction to cartography but also
helped simulate a traditional client / architect relationship - such
as the one the students may soon experience in practice.
Tim Ingleby is a 4th Year Architecture Studio
Tutor at the University of Dundee and a Senior
Architect at Graeme Massie Architects
tim@graememassie.com

A Student’s View
A Cartographic Institute for the National Library of Scotland is
described in the brief as ‘an architecture of contradictions’. The
proposals presented here explore this issue and attempt to resolve
these contradictions with the architecture of the building. How
can a public building be created from a seemingly esoteric and
introverted academic institution? How do we occupy two sites
within a context that might arguably benefit from successful
public spaces rather than yet more buildings?
Building in the Old Town of Edinburgh presents many
interesting challenges to the architect. Questions are raised of
whether to attempt to create a contextual piece of architecture or
a bold contrast to the surroundings. If a contextual approach is
taken how does one avoid pastiche and create a building that is
truly rooted in its context rather than merely imitating it? Most
modern buildings in the Old Town have failed to meet these
challenges and sit uncomfortably next to their historic neighbours,
how can a more successful proposal be made?
The National Library of Scotland has a long history with
cartography; the collection holds maps from the 1700’s to the
present day. The collection was moved from the central buildings
to the new library on Causewayside as the old buildings were not
structurally substantial enough to hold the weight of the collection.
The Institute is therefore a building of many technical challenges
which need to be met without compromising the spatial qualities
of the proposal.
The proposals for the new institution seeks to deal with these
issues to create a centrally located and engaging building which
can start to interest and educate the public in this fascinating
subject. The designs seek to acknowledge and respond to the
urban morphology of the city, exploring issues of public space and
the relationship between this and the design of a new institute.
Jamie Ross is a Part II student at the School of
Architecture, University of Dundee
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edinburgh college of art: degree show 2011

Fleetwood Regeneration Project, Victoria Black

Zsolnay Museum, Paul Hales

Edinburgh College of Art, as part of ESALA (Edinburgh School of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture), the joint school with
the University of Edinburgh offers undergraduate degrees and
postgraduate degrees and diplomas in Architecture and Landscape
Architecture. In June of each year, the College showcases the final
design projects of all graduating students. This year the standard
is particularly high in Architecture, Architectural Conservation,
Urban Design and Landscape Architecture.
Students graduating with the Diploma in Architecture were
asked to present design solutions for two key sites which offered
creative opportunities for urban renewal and regeneration – the
Waverly Valley in Edinburgh (the site at New Street running
behind the Royal Mile) and areas of the city centre of Budapest left
damaged by the Second World War. With a focus of renewing the
cultural life of Budapest, Stylianos Dilintas has delivered a bold
and innovative proposal for a Faculty of Performing Arts, Annie
Campbell Langston has designed a building for the Budapest
Sculpture Workshops and Paul Hales has proposed a museum
to nurture an appreciation of the distinctive tiles of the Zsolnay
Porcelanmanufactura Zrt, which can be seen in buildings across
the city. Responses to these two projects and numerous others,
show careful, contextual analysis and a willingness to innovate.
The students responding to the Waverley Valley project
brief have explored the rich history and mixed urban fabric of

Edinburgh. Some students have proposed the use of the site as
a multi-purpose urban block, others a cultural centre but in all
design responses, to this brief and others that engage with the
city, students show a high level of research and an eye for design
precision.
The final show for Landscape Architecture was equally diverse
and considered. Students have put forward proposals for spaces
ranging from the urban square and the city park to the regional
landscape. Sylvia Cartmill demonstrates a passion for the living
environment and the opportunities it offers for design. Her
concept for Cruicks Quarry on Inverkeithing Bay is to transform
the area into a Botanical Landscape of innovation and exploration,
manifest in a landscape-led regeneration approach that aims to
protect and amplify the existing natural drama.
Elsewhere in the show, Victoria Black presented her proposal
for the ‘Fleetwood Coastal Regeneration’, a seaside site close to
Morecambe Bay. This project aims to explore what a contemporary
seaside resort might have to offer to protect the future of the
tourist industry.
Across both shows, there was a wealth of ideas to explore,
buildings and landscapes to imagine. As this year’s graduates
move ahead to forge their futures with architectural practices in
Scotland and beyond, we anticipate these great ideas being put
into practice.

EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART, Lauriston Place, Edinburgh, EH3 9DF; Tel: 0131 221 6000
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edinburgh university student architecture society

eusas design day

Edinburgh University Student Architecture Society – EUSAS –
is the student body for ESALA, the newly formed joint School
of Architecture between the University of Edinburgh and the
Edinburgh College of Art. Organised each year by an elected body
of students, it runs a series of exhibitions and lectures that bring
together both campuses in a friendly and sociable environment.
The society is completely self-funded and sustained through
sponsorship, membership fees and fundraising with all profits put
back into the society for future events.
The new EUSAS team for the 2011/12 academic year has
taken on the society with an innovative and confident approach,
redefining its role within the newly formed ESALA and forging
links between students and professionals within Edinburgh’s
architectural community. Links to the Edinburgh Architectural
Association and the RIAS are already established and the society
continues to seek out new friends and connections within the
architectural community.
One of the main roles of EUSAS within the architecture school
is the provision of the Friday night lecture series, held regularly
in Minto House on Chambers Street where both local and
international architects are invited to present their work. Typically,
this is followed by an informal question and answer session and
drinks, where further dialogue is encouraged. The lecture series is
beneficial to students and professionals alike in providing insight
into the work of a variety of architectural practices and thus aiding
the development of a more sophisticated and grounded attitude
within the design studio. Previous EUSAS lecturers included
Reiach & Hall, Gareth Hoskins, DSDHA, Moxon, Peter Salter,
Edward Cullinan, Benson & Forsyth, Gross Max, Charles Jencks,

Konishi Gaffney, Bolles + Wilson, Ken Shuttleworth, Architects
Sans Frontieres and Packman Lucas. Connections formed between
the School and practices have proved fruitful for both parties.
Creating new, cross-generational, connections within the
architectural community is a prime objective for EUSAS. Through
the lecture series EUSAS aims to provide the opportunity for
students of every level to network within the wider architectural
community. This is particularly beneficial for students who have,
in recent years, struggled to break into the profession as a result of
the economic downturn and gives practitioners the opportunity to
meet students, share valuable experience and develop closer ties
with new graduates.
EUSAS also organises a series of Design Days and exhibitions
where all years within the school are invited to take part in a
creative, competitive and enjoyable event with fellow students,
giving everyone the opportunity to socialise and share ideas. Past
Design Days have ranged from redesigning popular music videos
to building and installing temporary wooden structures in and
around Edinburgh. The outcomes for the Design Days, including
a memorable reinterpretation of Fat Boy Slim’s “Praise (E)u(sas)”,
can be viewed online on the EUSAS website.
Though EUSAS is fundamentally a society set up for the
students of ESALA, lectures and design events are open to anyone
who shares an interest in design. There has been a real interest
in professional memberships over the past year and we would
like to continue to extend our membership to involve more of
the architectural community. Our main aim is to bring together
individuals with a passion for architecture and the associated
fields, in a welcoming environment that encourages the exchange
of ideas and conversation between professionals, academics and
students. There will be a full list of lecturers lined-up for the new
academic year in the Autumn Issue for those who are interested
and to intrigue those who are yet to be.
We look forward to seeing you in September.
For Further Information, visit:
www.eusas.co.uk
If you are interested in lecturing or hosting
an event with EUSAS, then please contact us
at: info@eusas.co.uk or MArch II Studio, Minto
House, 20 Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1JZ
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tesseract:
a european approach to an african problem
Aberdeen Students Host Live, Web-based,
Workshop across Europe
A group of students at the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture
and Built Environment (SSS), Aberdeen, coordinated a oneday workshop to design a facility for women in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Taking place on Friday 1 April and titled ‘Build
Our Nation’, the unique workshop was carried out via the web with
students in three European architecture schools simultaneously.
The workshop represents the first part of the ‘Taifa letu Tujenge’
project - meaning `Build our Nation` in Swahili - which aims to
design and build a multipurpose centre for women. It is hoped
such a centre will help improve the socioeconomic conditions of
women and girls in the city of Bukavu in the eastern province of
South Kivu in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
Students from Robert Gordon University’s humanitarian
architecture society – Tesseract – helped organise the one-day
workshop alongside staff at SSS. On the day, 80 students from
years one to five within the school mixed together in teams to
design their own solutions. The mixing of age groups was intended
to encourage a cross-pollination of ideas.
At the same time in Italy and Spain, students from architecture
schools in Barcelona (65 students), Reus (40 students) and Milan
(50 students) also participated in the workshop. They updated
their progress throughout the day via the web by posting regular
blogs, photographs and films.
The day was split into sections including: brainstorming
sessions; live video conferences streamed online, focusing on
actual case studies of humanitarian architecture carried out by
the schools themselves; discussions of the student poster designs
within their respective schools; and finally a live inter-school
discussion online.
The brief for the workshop was devised in reaction to the
real-world situation in the DRC. David Fleck, co-founder of the
Tesseract collective explains: “Despite the country being recently
released from the 32 year dictatorship of Mobutu Sese Seko,
justice and human rights remain major issues within the state of
South Kivu. Many women and children continue to suffer from
sexual violence and live in constant fear and isolation. They are
often forced to socialise in households and small inconspicuous
gatherings, if at all.”
Multiple student teams within each school devised their own
unique solutions including:
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•

•

•

•

a centre that is built by the community itself that utilises the
surrounding landscape and natural resources to best advantage
(devised by Milan students),
a gated structure that encourages communal living while also
providing a safe haven with walls built of any local material
such as clay or straw or left open - the women in the community
could participate in the building process (Aberdeen students),
a platform built high offthe ground amongst trees that would
allow the inhabitants to avoid the damp of the equatorial
climate of DRC (Reus students),
a building based around an umbrella-like structure that collects
rainwater into a tank located in the middle of the building - the
structure would also be the main point of meeting within the
building (Barcelona students).

The Tesseract students helped coordinate the one-day
workshop with the input of their tutor, Silvia Bassanese. She
devised the initial idea following a series of exchanges with Pascal
Nshombo Kataraka (who now works in the Universite Catholique
de Bukavu, DRC) when both were studying and working in Rome
in 2007.
She said: “It was fantastic to see this workshop take off.
Pascal and I are delighted to be able to harness the students’
creativity and to involve them in making this multipurpose
centre a reality. Additionally, demonstrating an understanding of
issues in developing countries dovetails with future curriculum
expectations”.
Moving forward, three selected groups in each University will
progress their projects. They will keep sharing ideas on the project
blog until only one project and group will be selected to participate
in a future international workshop at the beginning of June at
Politecnico of Milan (a partner organisation of the project).

Members of the public can see a record
of the workshop and view the future
progression of the student’s design
solutions by visiting the project blog on www.
buildournation.tumblr.com.

The Tesseract student society was founded in summer 2010 to promote humanitarian design issues.
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book review

macmag 36
mackintosh school of
architecture,
glasgow school of art
£5 (+£3 Packaging and postage)
Alumni of the Mackintosh School of
Architecture will be familiar with the format
of MacMag. It is now well established as an
annual report on the School, its students,
staff, courses and activities. Much more
than a mere prospectus, however, MacMag
includes interviews and features connecting
the School with wider architectural practice
and contemporary social projects.
Head of School, Professor David
Porter, writes of his concerns regarding the
“monumental-isation of the design process”
in student projects. He traces the roots of
the phenomenon back to the instigation of
RIBA student medals around 20 years ago.
Since then, student projects appear to have
to be beautiful and stand in their own right
as a “sub-genre in architectural production”.
He is keen to remind us that student
schemes should be “… an exploration – not
a destination”.

Former Head of School, Professor
Andy MacMillan, is willingly drawn into
controversial territory. With characteristic
ebullience he opposes internal organisational
changes, which may see architectural
studios and workshop spaces shared with
“Jewellery and Silver-smithing”. Praising
studio based architectural education, he
considers tutorials and studio time spent
together, as a distinctive “privilege” when
compared with other university courses.
The imminent demolition of the
Newberry Tower and the Foulis Building
will make way for a new campus building
designed by Steven Holl, in conjunction
with Glasgow’s JM Architects. Blessing this
proposal as “a perfect solution to the brief”
Andy MacMillan, also appears to appreciate
the “scathing discourse” produced in
opposition to the building by William
Curtis.
A project update and discussion on
the design principles involved by Henry
McKeown, of JM Architects is also
included. McKeown describes the task
as bringing together several disparate
issues in a coherent assemblage that will
deliver delight for users and a distinctive,
contextually appropriate building for the
site. Working closely with Steven Holl
has obviously been an exhilarating and
enlightening experience. JM Architects
have been particularly impressed by the
American teams’ knowledge of engineering
and structure, air handling and lighting,
cost control and team leadership.
Other interesting articles include
interviews with architects who participated
in Scotland’s Housing Expo 2010; Living
Architecture; the British Pavilion, World
Expo 2010; Jonathan Speirs; Matt Loader
and Donald Shearer of Elder and Cannon;

Library for Queen’s Park, Michael McCarthy

and an account of the rebuilding of the New
Glasgow Society.
The unique quality of MacMag, however,
remains in the student works. Projects by
Steven McKenna and Jonathan Middleton
illustrate the Masters course. Both received
Leverhulme Trust Awards and participated
in the GSA cross-school postgraduate
electives with Steven studying drawing
with the School of Fine Art and Jonathan
exploring psychoanalysis and art.
Beautiful crisp graphics and imagery
highlight the wealth of student projects
throughout the School. Each stage is
introduced with a précis and a full role
call of all students, tutors and programme
leaders. MacMag is produced by a student
editorial team. This has become a huge task
and one which is clearly taken extremely
seriously.
A healthy respect for posterity and a
generous measure of optimism peppers
the editorial of ‘MacMag36’. There is a
clear understanding by the editors that
this is recording a single point in time and
that the advent of change is inevitable.
This publication is stimulating, extremely
accessible and reaches well beyond the aegis
of ‘the Mac’. Be sure to get a copy – the print
run is only 700.
Ian Stuart Campbell, Hon FRIAS
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Architectural Lighting
Designing with Light and Space
Hervé Descottes with Cecilia E.
Ramos
Princeton Architectural
Press
£16.99
Architectural Lighting has been published
as part of a series of books by Princeton
Architectural Press. It is aimed at
architecture students and professionals
and comprises five sections: Six Principles
of Light; Analysis; Essays; Appendices and
Glossary.
The six principles of light described
are Illuminance, Luminance, Colour and
Temperature, Height, Density, Direction
and Distribution. For a subject that I
would firmly argue is more an art than a
science it is disappointing that the first
principle described relates to illuminance
(light levels). The book clearly describes
these elements with pleasant drawings and
photographic reference images.
The Analysis section looks at six quite
different projects, ranging from landscape
to structures to two restaurants, a museum
and a theatre. Each project leads with
a table that breaks down each layer or
component used in the project, which is
perhaps useful as a conclusion but to lead
off with gives the wrong weighting to a dry
and technical approach to lighting design.
The short format of the book unfortunately
means that the project images tend to
be disappointingly small, especially with

regard to the conceptual drawings. The brief
project descriptions are informative and
describe the approach and methodology of
the various lighting components.
The Essays section includes a thoughtful
and insightful contribution from James
Corner, the landscape architect for the
High Line project in New York, on light in
the landscape.
The Appendices section is primarily
tabular, dealing with calculations, layouts,
timeline of sources, recommended
illuminance values, colour temperature
vs. colour rendering and light sources.
This information has been compiled from
various other publications, but it is useful
to have in one publication.
Surprisingly, for such an important
architectural tool there are few books
written on architectural lighting design. So
when one comes along there is the hope that
it will provide some new insight or attitude
that can educate and inspire. Written by a
talented designer it was my hope when I
picked up the book that I would be inspired,
sadly not. I am not the target market, but,
bearing in mind whom the book is aimed
at, I feel it should have at least attempted
to excite the reader more with a sense
of opportunity and excitement that the
medium of light can bring to architecture.
If you are looking for a short format
book that provides the technical basics of
an approach to lighting then this is for you.
However, if you are looking for a wider,
more inspiring treatise on the medium of
light and its integration into architecture
then look elsewhere.
Jonathan Speirs FRIAS

Architecture Now! HOUSES 2
Philip Jodidio
Taschen
£24.99
Everyone is an expert in house design – so
why would we need a book? After all, we
all live in houses and assume we know the
benefits of good design, or the frustrations
of unresolved issues. In his introduction
to Architecture Now! Houses 2, the author
acknowledges voyeurism as just one motive
likely to cause many to lift this book off the
shelf.
The format of the book is extremely
attractive and reader friendly. The heavy
volume comprises in excess of 65 illustrated
international house studies. In each case the
featured project is preceded by a concise and
clear biography of the architects in English,
German and French. From these texts we
can see that adaptable and resourceful
people become architects. Their education
is often eclectic and geographically diverse.
Their achievements, in actually building
these grand designs, appear to defy world
wide economic recession.
Judging by this published selection
they also contribute quite positively to
ecological and aesthetic optimism. With
only a few exceptions, these designs have
been prepared by youthful practitioners.
There is a flourish in the way geometry has
been handled and an uninhibited attitude to
proportion and symmetry. A few examples
nod to traditional house forms but the
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great majority display uncompromisingly
contemporary architecture.
The single UK contribution to this
volume was built in Suffolk 2006-09. It is
known as the ‘Sliding House’ and is a linear,
glazed ‘barn form’, nestling below a close
fitting, sliding timber, cloche-shaped roof
and walls. Moving the 20 ton ‘overcoat’
alters the character of internal spaces and
gives opportunities to modify the form
and area of the house, according to the
architects.
Most of the featured houses are on
idyllic spacious sites and accordingly have
been designed with suitably generous
budgets. The data accompanying each
project sought to include a cost statement
but unsurprisingly, in most cases, this,
along with client names, has not been
volunteered.
At 78sq.m, Kondo House, Tokyo is one
of the more compact designs. Prepared
for a young couple, one child and one
grandparent, it has an introverted plan
with two small glazed courtyards. This
restricts the negative impact of a busy
street location, introduces light and
introduces welcome sky views. Innovative
use of intermediate levels appears to give
flexible workspace in an otherwise sparsely
furnished environment.
As with so many high profile design
publications the photography is seductive
and each image is clean and uncluttered.
While the featured projects are all obviously
prestigious, it is less clear how the occupants
live and relax, in what can seem as both
beautiful and clinical environments. It
is also fortunate that isolated or well
screened sites allow, maybe even demand,
a flamboyancy in respect of scale and form
which could prove challenging in a more
typical residential urban design context.
In addressing diverse issues of
flooding, extreme weather, high density,
high altitude, footprints [both carbon and
physical], these architects have stretched
innovation and sometimes imagination
beyond the normal architectural textbook.
There are underground houses, others on
stilts, some cantilevered with no obvious
means of support and mobile ‘roll along’
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units with their own wheels. A caravan?
Not really, these cabins simply roll to allow
the meadow environment to regenerate.
This book provides a wonderful mental
vacation and an encouraging boost to
those concerned that house design may be
‘dumbing down’.
Ian Stuart Campbell Hon FRIAS

The New Mathematics of
Architecture
Jane Burry & Mark Burry
Thames and Hudson
£32.00
Do you still get butterflies in your stomach
when you remember the first time you
realised that a mathematical equation could
describe a sinuous curve or a sphere? Or
perhaps, like young Bucky Fuller, you spent
more time on the football field wondering
about the geometry of the ball (a truncated
icosahedron since you ask) than kicking
it. I bet you despaired of finding a book
that combined your love of mathematics
with twenty first century cutting edge
architecture? Well, despair no more; this
book is aimed at those for whom fractal is
not a dirty word.
Inside the subdued cover of this
modestly sized book you will find analysis,
description and beautiful photographs of
the sort of projects that seldom get further
than the (virtual) drawing board of an
amphetamine-fuelled final year architecture
student. Many of the projects discussed are
real buildings with the requisite bin stores,

cleaner’s cupboards and draught lobbies but
with architecture seemingly informed by
candle wax, honeycomb and offal.
The authors have corralled a multitude
of projects from around the world into six
main topics:
‘Mathematical Surfaces and Seriality’ is
all curvy surfaces and flowing shapes – the
work of both Frank Gehry and Antoni Gaudi
are represented in this ‘gateway’ section.
‘Chaos, Complexity, Emergence’ deals
with fractals and other seemingly random
generators of form. Given the title of this
section it is unsurprising that it includes
only one built structure amongst a selection
of competition schemes and research
projects.
‘Packing and Tiling’ examines the
potential of using repetitive families
of interlocking elements to generate
extraordinarily complex cladding solutions
such as Robert Ammann’s tiling to the
exterior of Daniel Libeskind’s extension to
the V&A.
‘Optimization’ is the most grounded of
all the sections and accordingly includes the
most actual buildings. This whole chapter
scans like a high-end structural software
package running in demo mode.
‘Topology’ deals with ‘rubber sheet
geometry’ whereby a three dimensional
form such as a cylinder, torus or Klein
bottle surface (keep up at the back) can be
represented by a flat sheet that has been
stretched and had its edges joined or glued
together; even the Möbius strip gets a look
in.
Finally we reach ‘Datascapes and MultiDimensionality’ whereby the translation
of abstract patterns from datasets and
information flows into visual, spatial and
temporal spaces and events. In other words,
form follows function, except that in this
case the function has little or nothing to
do with the way in which the building is
expected to be used.
To sum up; if architecture is like frozen
music then this is a mash-up of Prog Rock
and Stockhausen. And that cannot be a bad
thing…
Peter Robinson rias
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Architectural Papers V
ETH Zürich
Chair Prof. Dr. Josep Lluís Mateo

ER
SIS AFTER
CRISIS
Architectural Papers V
Lars Müller Publishers

e of topics related to teaching
at expanding the narrow
the series is edited by Chair

AFTER CRISIS

onditions for architectural
now that the ﬁnancial bubble
ave signiﬁcantly changed.
on of illustrative projects, tackle
y and ideology, craftsmanship
stainability in architecture.

Lars Müller Publishers

Contemporary Architectural Conditions

After Crisis: Contemporary
Architectural Conditions
Edited by Josep Lluis Mateo
Lars Müller Publishers
£25.00
The Baden-based publishing house, Lars
Müller, has assiduously cultivated a critical
edge which is rigorously de nos jours.
Certainly it benefits from a symbiotic
relationship with Switzerland’s pre-eminent
architecture school, the Eidgenössische
Technische Hochschule (ETH). ‘After
Crisis’ is one of several recent publications
promoting a more productive dialogue
between academe and practice.
The title ‘After Crisis’ is wholly apposite,
of course, but is essentially optimistic in
outlook. This provocative book gathers
together 22 articles and corrals them into
six sections. The opening chapters set
the scene by interrogating the financial
bubble (with a critical analysis of the

VODKA CEREMONY PAVILION
Architect: Alexander Brodsky
Location: Klyazminskoye
reservoir resort, Moscow region
Client: PKV
Budget: approximately $ 500
Design period: 2003
Construction period: 2004
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recent fiscal collapse) and identifying new
epistemologies for the future of architectural
practice. The list of contributors include
sociologists, philosophers and engineers
with a sprinkling of luminaries such as Rem
Koolhaas and Tariq Ali.
It is the interview with Richard
Sennett, however, which elicits the book’s
most critical proposition with a plea for
‘Verfremdungseffekt’, meaning literally
‘to make things strange’. He laments the
timidity of recent urban strategies, where “…
we worry about efficiency, we worry about
waste and we worry about co-ordination in
the making of urban spaces, which means
that we merely reproduce the existing order
in terms of division of functions”. Sennett’s
invective also targets Foster’s City Hall in
London arguing that “…almost every detail
relentlessly prohibits any kind of democratic
encounter”.
‘After Crisis’ is the fifth in a series of
Architectural Papers, edited by Professor
Josep Lluis Mateo under the auspices of
the ETH Zurich. It is prescient that the
next issue will address the Middle East.
These publications (and associated website
www.architecturalpapers.ch) reflect the
scope of research undertaken by the school
and represent an impressive promotional
vehicle. The book also includes a handful of
student projects (from 2009 Spring + Fall
Semesters) which sit convincingly next to

the professional output. The latter includes
work by ETH guest critic Antón GarcíaAbril, who established Ensamble Studio
in 2000 and has completed a number of
provocative (and highly sophisticated)
projects such as the Music Studies Center
and the SGAE Central Office in Santiago de
Compostela.
‘After Crisis’ features the work of some
lesser known, but refreshingly avantgarde, practitioners from across the globe.
The section ‘Le Bon Sauvage’ (the noble
savage) showcases Wang Shu (China),
Solano Benitez (Paraguay) and Alexander
Brodsky (Russia) who share an underlying
belief in craftsmanship, materiality and
localism. This diverse trio personify an
emerging post-globalisation ethos which
eschews the brazen commercialisation and
over-intellectualisation of contemporary
practice.
The book argues that this sea change
signals the demise of the ‘star-chitect’
and iconic object buildings. It addresses
a plethora of issues such as economy and
ideology, sustainability and social space in
the city. The book’s intention is to foster new
agendas and embolden us to concentrate
on the adaptation of existing buildings by
developing a more creative approach to
contemporary architectural intervention.
Mark Cousins rias

ICE BAR
Architect: Alexander Brodsky
Location: Klyazminskoye
reservoir resort, Moscow region
Client: PKV
Budget: $ 500
Design period: 2002
Construction period: 2002
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Greening Modernism –
Preservation, Sustainability
and the Modern Movement
Carl Stein
W.W. Norton & Company
£43.00
Carl Stein’s well illustrated and visually
attractive book tackles three meaty topics
which are intertwined through the text,
• firstly that the term “Modernism” has
been misappropriated to become the
nomenclature of a style, rather than an
intellectual movement - the triumph of
fashion over substance,
• secondly he espouses the case for a more
sustainable approach to development
and specifically the retention and reuse
of buildings,
• thirdly he explores practical issues with
regard to building design.
Stein is on surest ground in the first of
these topics and this alone makes the book
worth reading. He effectively demolishes a
compartmentalised approach to building
design which sees the process reduced to a
set of specialisms, each of which are overlaid
by the architect as coordinator. Stein
contrasts this approach with the work of
the early Modernists who saw architecture
as a holistic process of developing rational
responses to a series of needs which
went beyond the purely practical. Stein’s
contention is that the need to conserve
planetary resources is now part of that
need. I think he is right.
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Bell banner and solar reflector at the St. Johns Abbey Church, Collegeville, Minnesota,
Marcel Breuer and Associates, 1954-68 (MBA/GPS)

Stein’s justification for sustainable
development and the reuse of buildings is
equally valid. However, in a book written
for a North American audience, the
justifications given are related back to a
dependency on fossil fuels which are cited
as an analogy for all resource use.
In suggesting that the first and second
laws of thermodynamics are analogous
to all aspects of sustainability Stein fails
to address wider sustainability issues. By
endorsing the simple mantra of “do more
with less” Stein fails to break out of a linear
approach to resource use, despite the many
beautifully illustrated examples of buildings
and structures that were constructed by
cultures which understood the cyclical
nature of resource use.
Stein deals with practical issues by
compartmentalising the design of a building

into a general process, which looks at the
role that the building envelope has to play
and a specific process, which looks at the role
of the building envelope relative to glazing,
thermal mass and ventilation as well as the
roof and controls. Even stating that “one of
the more controversial envelope conditions
is direct through-the-skin, or ‘open window’
ventilation”.
By stating on a number of occasions
that the “focus here is sustainability, not
economics” Stein highlights an essential
flaw in his book. It seeks to cover too much
ground for one coffee table tome. For
me however the value in this book is the
compelling theme of the role of Modernism
as a movement, rather than as a style.
Richard Atkins FRIAS
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Scotland’s Housing Expo 2010
Kate Hendry, Lori McElroy,
Graeme McKirdy (Editors)
Architecture and Design
Scotland
FREE
It is hard to separate out Scotland’s Housing
Expo 2010 from this retrospective book
and perhaps one shouldn’t. The Expo was
all about new ways of living, its purpose
to promote new ideas in architecture and
this book furthers the cause. Once the dust
settled and the stresses of delivery faded the
Expo was generally hailed as a success and
a desire to repeat the format in Scotland
emerged.
If the Expo is to be repeated, lessons
need to be learned. This book goes a long
way to recording these lessons with both
measured and candid contributions from
the main players. For those of us who
were not involved in the Expo the book
offers rigorous insight into its genesis,
development and delivery. The organisers’
understandable admiration for Finnish
housing fairs led them to follow a similar
model for the event, but this approach had
some short-comings. Scotland is just not
used to this sort of thing.
While architects were all too happy
to be involved, sponsors and retailers
were reluctant. It is acknowledged that
unfurnished houses were not displayed to
their optimum, but not that one or two
appalling fit-outs detracted from otherwise
elegant houses. The book also sets out the
Masterplan’s parameters, illuminating for

this reader some of the reasons for a slightly
disappointing uniformity in the built forms
and the materials palette. It is of course a
hard balance to achieve, between avoiding
a mess of unrelated forms, controlling
the nature of the public realm and really
allowing architects to push new ideas.
Masterplanner Johnny Cadell of Cadell²
is reflective and constructive in his review of
the whole Expo process. His thoughts should
be heeded, as should those of architects
involved. The reasons behind the failure to
deliver houses on some plots are varied and
well explored, but the apparently complex
procurement process seems particularly at
fault. What the book does not engage with
is the disappointing finishes and execution
of details in some of the design and build
houses, something about which I have heard
plenty of anecdotal complaining from many
of the Expo architects.
The format of the book allows each
architect a page to write about their houses
with each finishing on a ‘Lessons learned/
key messages’ sub-heading. This should be
a wonderful opportunity to gather a wealth
of learned knowledge but disappointingly
most architects gloss over the ‘lessons
learned’ component in their eagerness to
reinforce practice manifestos or perhaps
avoid negativity. Clearly most did not
have the appetite for a session of mutual
moaning. Thankfully Malcolm Fraser and
Trevor Black are more candid, the latter
stating that, “If such an event is to be
repeated it must find a format that allows
the architects and their builders to get on
with it”.
It is noted that a number of incomplete
buildings added some grit, giving visitors
understanding of the complexities of
construction processes and contrasting
with the completed houses. It is a shame
that the book does not include photos of
these buildings now that they are complete,
which many potential readers would be
keen to see. Where is Massie’s completed
Black and White Houses, the interior of A &
J Burridge’s Flower House and the exterior
flourishes of Murphy’s Skylight Home none of which were completed in time for
the Expo.

While the book is generously illustrated
with plans, photos and drawings the photos
are of mixed quality and, as is often the case
with a book that covers a lot of ground, too
many photos are too small and at too low
a resolution to make them worthwhile.
Overall though, this is essential reading for
anyone tackling new housing in Scotland. It
provides good evidence that, to continue to
raise the bar, this sort of endeavour should
be repeated in Scotland – and soon!
William Tunnell RIAS
This book is available for collection at
The Lighthouse, Glasgow, A+DS Offices,
Bakehouse Close, Edinburgh and RIAS HQ at
Rutland Square, Edinburgh.
It can also be downloaded from:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Publications/2011/03/25110122/0

All these new titles
are available at the RIAS
bookshop, 15 Rutland
Square, Edinburgh;
by mail order (0131 229 7545);
or online at
www.rias.org.uk/ebookshop
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM RIAS PRACTICE
If you have issues you would like to discuss
please do noT hesitate to contact us.
Maryse Richardson, Practice Manager
0131 229 7545 mrichardson@rias.org.uk
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Proposed amendment of the Architects Act
On 1st March, the Department for Communities and Local
Government launched a consultation on the proposed amendment
to the Architect Act 1997 following changes required by the
implementation of the Mutual Recognition of Professional Qualifications
Directive (2005/36/EC). These Regulations are primarily of interest
to the professional community, the Architects Registration Board
(ARB) and migrants wishing to rely on the Directive.
There are issues of public interest in terms of consumer
protection to ensure that those who use the title ‘architect’ are
competent to do so. The changes to the Act are necessary to ensure
that the UK complies with its European legal obligations. ARB will
provide guidance for both incoming and outward going migrants,
as to their rights under the Directive and what is required of them
to ensure that suitable recognition of their qualifications and
training is achieved. This guidance will be made available on their
website: www.arb.org.uk.
ARB is currently in discussions with the Department of
Communities and Local Government. More information can be
found on the ARB web site in the “News for Architects” section.

Planning Advice Note 1/2011:
Planning and Noise
This Planning Advice Note (PAN) promotes the principles of good
acoustic design. It supersedes Circular 10/1999 Planning and Noise
and PAN 56 Planning and Noise. Information and advice on noise
impact assessment (NIA) methods is provided in the associated
Technical Advice Note (Assessment of Noise). It includes details
of the legislation, technical standards and codes of practice for
specific noise issues.
Both are available at the following web address: http://www.
scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/

Section 75 Agreements: planning update
From 1st February 2011, section 75 agreements will be called
planning obligations. There are significant new provisions within
the legal framework although the spirit and purpose of the
obligations remain as previously.
In summary, the most significant elements for members to be
mindful of are that obligations may be unilateral. There now exists
an application process to seek modification or discharge of an

existing obligation, with a right of appeal to the Scottish Ministers
against non-determination or refusal. New provisions concerning
continuing liability bring into play the status of former owners
and the formal introduction of new good neighbour agreements
now exists. These are not however for the purpose of transfer of
funds.
The conclusion is that as yet this is unchartered territory.
There are risks of continuing liability so careful attention should
be given to contract terms. Existing section 75 agreements will
continue to have legal effect. The new discharge and modification
provisions apply to existing section 75 agreements according to
Scottish Government sources. This may encourage challenges
through the Courts.
You can read more on the Scottish Government web site:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/01/27103054/2

Local Review Body Forum
The RIAS Environment Housing and Town Planning Committee
has been tasked with keeping a watching brief on the performance
of the planning system. At the last committee meeting concerns
were expressed that certain aspects of the new system were not
working as well as anticipated. In particular,
•
•
•

reviews are mostly unsuccessful,
every local authority appears to follow its own process,
councillors are not equipped to give an even-handed view.

Hugh W J Crawford, Chair of the RIAS EHTP Committee
recently attended a meeting on Local Review Bodies. He prepared
the following report.
The meeting took place on 26 May 2011 at Scottish Government,
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh. It was chaired by Oonagh Gil, Deputy
Chief Reporter. The attendees were primarily from Scottish
Government and Local Authorities. The RIAS was represented by
two members of the EHTP Committee.
In the period of operation of Local Review Bodies(LRB)
74% have been determined without site visits; 90% have been
determined within the 2-3 month period; 35% have led to
reversal of the officers’ recommendation. By comparison, at the
Department for Planning and Environmental Appeals (DPEA)
there is a 45% success rate for appeals for all cases. A first year
review of development management has been carried out through
workshop groups.
Different authorities operate the LRB procedures in different
ways. There was concern about the role and independence of the
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planning adviser and the introduction of new evidence in the
LRB procedures. Some authorities treat new material as ‘de novo’,
others not.
The Scottish Government will continue to monitor LRB
processes and will look at refreshment of the guidance which has
been issued. Review documents should include those referred
to in the appeal and there is an obligation to provide these –
electronically when they are to be examined online. There will be
a legislative amendment to the Town & Country Planning Scotland
Regulations as a minor amendment to the LRB regulations, tidying
up the existing regulations.
It was agreed that a working group be set up to address the
following matters:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

giving advice to the LRB,
introduction of new matters/evidence/issues,
the role of the appointed person,
consideration of applications where consents are required
under more than one regime,
the time frame for issue of decisions by the LRB,
material considerations; who adjudicates these?
possible revision of Circular 7/2009,
how are LRBs operating - councillors’ code of conduct.

Suzanne Macintosh was appointed to the Working Group,
representing the RIAS EHTP Committee and Hugh Crawford will
deputise if need be. The first meeting will take place in July; there
will be three/four meetings and a report produced by the end of
the year.
The next meeting of the Local Review Body Forum will be held
in later October, continuing meantime under Government chair.

Scotland Building Regulations Section 7:
Sustainability
On 1st of May 2011 Sustainability Labelling was introduced to
the Scottish Building Standards through the Building (Scotland)
Act. Applicable to all new buildings, the principles build upon the
degree of sustainability already embedded within the building
regulations. Developed with a working group drawn from across
the design and construction industry the proposals were made
available for public consultation in late 2010.
The labelling system has been designed to reward the
achievement of:
•
•

meeting 2010 standards; and
opting to meet higher levels that include energy and carbon
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emissions targets, but also broader issues such as water
efficiency and flexibility in design.
The labelling system in Section 7, Sustainability of the Technical
Handbooks, rewards new buildings that meet the 2010 building
standards with a Bronze Level Label. Further optional upper
levels of sustainability are defined by Silver, Gold and Platinum
Labels. These have been created through identifying cost-effective
benchmarks verifiable by the building warrant system.
You can read more and access the following documents on the
BSD website:
•
•
•
•
•

Technical Handbooks Section 7 – Sustainability – Domestic,
Technical Handbooks Section 7 – Sustainability – Non Domestic,
Section 7 – Label Generator – Domestic and Non Domestic,
Section 7 - Sample Quick Start Guide - Domestic,
Section 7 - Energy for water heating worksheet.

This topic was previously covered in Practice Information Note
OS1019 Section 7: Methods of demonstrating compliance with
Standard 6.1 for new dwellings direction 2010.

Updated Client Advisory Leaflet on
Architects’ Certificates
This Client Advisory Booklet, first published in June 1995, has been
revised and updated to include recent changes in terminology in the
Building Standards Regulations and SBCC contracts. It is written
in plain language and designed to be understood by members of
the public. The guide can be found on the RIAS website in the
Client Advisory section.

The Historic Environment (Amendment)
(Scotland) Act 2011 Consultation on Draft
Regulations
The RIAS Conservation Committee has submitted a response to
the Draft Regulations for the Historic Environment (Amendment)
(Scotland) Act 2011 under the delegated powers granted under the
new Bill.
The Committee recognised that the proposed amendments
close a number of loopholes in the previous legislation on matters
relating to strengthening enforcement measures and as such are to
be broadly welcomed.
In relation to enforcement measures proposed for listed
buildings (Section C) the Committee noted that while the
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amendments propose an alternative to prosecution under the
relevant legislation it may be necessary to provide guidance as
to what appropriate steps may require to be taken when a breach
of the legislation occurs. The levels of penalty proposed, while a
deterrent for householders in the case of a minor breach of the
legislation, will not be appropriate in cases where a campaign of
wilful neglect and demolition has been embarked upon so as to
enhance the redevelopment value of a site.
The RIAS hopes that the opportunities for a major review of
the legislation, regarded by many of its members as being unfit
for purpose, will not be overlooked by Scottish Government in the
years to come.

important for the design and construction teams to be fully aware
of the contents of the Code and that appropriate parts of the
Code are put into practice on the site. Again one of the penalties
of maintaining an inappropriate set of fire safety systems is the
immediate withdrawal of insurance cover, from the contractor(s)
on the inspection by a surveyor of the insurance company.
The two documents should both be referred to in the
preliminaries of the contract for the building work and copies kept
on site. For more in-depth information on this topic you can read
Practice Note OS115 from Dr Eric W. Marchant PhD, ARIAS, C
Eng, FIFireE.
Reference: Health and Safety Executive (2010), Fire Safety in
Construction, 2nd edition, HSE Books ISBN 978 0 7176 6345 3.

Historic Scotland Technical Paper 10 U-values and traditional buildings
Historic Scotland has published Technical Paper 10. This paper
presents the results of in-situ U-value measurements of mostly
walls, some roofs and one floor. The building elements measured
varied with regard to the building materials and techniques used to
construct them, finishes, insulation retrofits etc. The measurement
results were also compared to the modelling results of software
programs.
You can download the full paper (70 pages) from http://
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/learning/publications/
publicationsresultsdetail.htm?id=4ddb03c97

SBCC Conference 2011
This year’s conference will take place on 24th November in
Edinburgh. It will coincide with the official release of the JCT 2011
Edition contracts suite, currently scheduled for 1st October. The
topics will be:
•
•
•

procurement issues,
extensions of time,
payment provisions.

This will help architects familiarise themselves with the new
payment regime.

Fire Safety in Construction
The Health and Safety Executive has recently published a revised
version of advice on fire safety on construction sites. This topic has
been of increasing interest in parts of the construction industry,
principally those involved in timber frame construction. In some
fires that involved timber frame construction the fire that was
generated was too hot for the fire fighters to attack. The main
consequence of a particular fire in Newcastle was - no building and
more than 20 ‘secondary fires’ in the surrounding buildings.
It is recommended that the HSE document is referred to
positively in the preliminaries to any and all building contracts.
The insurance company for the contractors needs to know about
the fire safety regime for the site and if it is not to an appropriate
standard, insurance cover may be withdrawn.
A second document that has a high importance is the 7th edition
of the Joint Code: Fire Prevention on Construction Sites. Although
this document refers to many of the parts of fire safety that are
referred to in the HSE publication the emphasis is different. It is

If you have issues you would like to discuss,
don’t hesitate to contact maryse richardson:
mrichardson@rias.org.uk
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WHEN PROFESSIONALS FALL OUT…
charles mckean hon frias continues his popular series highlighting the background and
outcome of claims made to riasis
The situation
Over half a year after problems first emerged, the architects
notified the insurance company that their client had appointed
solicitors to pursue them for damages. It related to construction
that knowingly breached planning permission and which the
clients were now being compelled to rectify. An expert witness
who had been appointed had concluded that the architects had not
properly fulfilled their duty of care and were therefore liable for all
remedial and other costs.

staff. The Planning Department’s agenda differed not just between
individuals, but between officers and staff. They had threatened
to report the client to the procurator fiscal for breach of planning
conditions. The client, a pillar of the community and extremely
anxious at the thought of being prosecuted, had the agenda of
protecting his reputation. So he brought in solicitors. The solicitors
appeared to have the agenda that the simplest solution was to pin
it all upon the architect and brought in an expert witness who duly
concurred. Or so it might appear from the file.

The context
It is possible that the more rural Scotland gets, it gets either easier
or more difficult. Not a lot of professionals around – and therefore
problematic if they fall out; and even more complicated if the Local
Authority is complicit.
This case is an utter muddle – and appears to have been the
consequence of four competing agendas. The architect’s agenda
was to complete the project with least cost to the client so the fees
could be paid. However they had an issue with some of the planning

The case
During construction, client finances appear to have become tight
and he discussed with the architect varying a significant condition
of the planning consent. Would the authority notice? In the hope
not, the client instructed the architect to proceed: but all this
was verbal and never confirmed in writing. The implication from
the file is that the architect’s beef with the Local Authority arose
because a member of planning staff approved the course of action,
but later denied it. Nothing, of course, was in writing.
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The project had to return to the Planning Committee for
retrospective planning permission. When the committee meeting
was held, the local councillor was ready to speak in favour of
permission, there was local precedent and the architect (who sat
on the Planning Committee although not taking any part) was
certain it would go through. However, it seems that immediately
before, the council, unknown to the architect, verbally threatened
the client with legal proceedings through the procurator fiscal
(nothing in writing).
The client’s solicitor, unknown to the architect, then
appointed his expert witness. The expert witness appears to have
recommended beginning all the works immediately and suing the
architect for all costs. So at the Planning Committee, the officials
reported that the client had already agreed a date to begin the
work. So the committee decided to confirm the enforcement order.
Both architect and local councillor had been wholly unaware of the
client’s intention.
It was only then that the architect had made notification of
claim. The insurance company accepted that given the unusual
circumstances, the architect would not be penalised for late
notification.
Acting independently or as agent ?
The nub of the solicitor’s complaint was that the architect had
acted without client authority in three respects: first, in knowingly
proceeding with works in contravention of the planning
permission without written instruction and second, in lodging a
formal complaint with the Local Authority’s chief executive about
an allegedly duplicitous planning official. Given that the architect
was merely the client’s agent, he had no authority to proceed with
such a complaint without first getting his client’s permission. The
architect had then negotiated with the local councillor – again
allegedly without client agreement.
The architect’s response
The architect never responded to the first allegation – which,
in any case, the Local Authority refused to address. On the
third, he claimed that dealings with the local councillors were
normal professional practice and did not require separate client
permission. Finally, subsequent approval to works implied that
the client had tacitly approved the action taken. The solicitor, in
a correspondence that had become very personal and sarcastic,

responded along the lines of “he would say that wouldn’t he?”.
Furthermore, the architect stated that if the case were taken to
appeal, he considered it would be won. No reply from the solicitor.
A week before the last possible date of submission, the architect
wrote direct to the client recommending appeal. The client agreed
and it was hastily submitted.
Outcome
The appeal was successful – which puts a new perspective upon
the solicitor’s actions. The Local Authority then admitted that the
procurator fiscal threat had merely been sabre rattling. It took no
further action in pursuing the client (hence architect) for its own
costs. The file was closed – with the coda of the insurance company
informing the architect that it did not cover any legal action the
latter might be contemplating against the solicitor. Altogether
most curious.
Lessons
None of this unsettling stramash could have got this far had the
original decision been recorded in writing and agreed by architect
and client. The architect’s claim that a verbal agreement would
stand up in Scots Law only works once a court case is in session
and witnesses are adequately credible; and the agenda is generally
to prevent it getting to that point.
It seems unlikely that the Local Authority actions, taken in
the round, could be seen as appropriately objective – although it is
worth remembering that some angst might be expected given that
the case was deliberate flouting of planning conditions.
The intervention of the solicitor and expert witness is distinctly
odd – and particularly given the outcome, one wonders whether it
was in the best interests of the client – who, in the end, would have
had to pay for both services needlessly.
Moral
Serving the client is one thing. Being deliberately complicit with him
in flouting regulations, however, is servile rather than professional;
and provides a shaky foundation for any negotiations.

RIAS INSURANCE SERVICES
Tel 0131 311 4292 Fax 0131 311 4280
Email ian.mccallum@marsh.com
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FINANCE

a new way
to avoid
paying
inheritance
tax
Pensions became a more attractive way to shelter assets from
Inheritance Tax (IHT) from April when death duties on income
drawdown pots were slashed from 82 to 55%, say experts. The
change in tax treatment of pension funds on death is one of
several rule changes brought in with the abolition of the effective
compulsion to buy an annuity by age 75. Changes were also made
to the amount that can be drawn from funds each year and the
level of contributions that can be paid into a pension in one tax
year.
Tax experts say the new death benefit rules mean many wealthy
income drawdown investors who are currently running down
their pots to minimise their IHT liabilities will have to completely
change their estate planning strategy. Most income drawdown
investors need to live off their pension pots, but wealthy people
whose priority is passing on funds to family and friends after
they die, typically take as much as they can out of their funds and
make gifts or pass on their cash through trusts. Running down an
income drawdown pot avoided the risk of being hit by the massive
82% tax levied on assets left in the fund on death after age 75.
But from April 6, tax on residual funds on death has been 55%,
regardless of age. For higher-rate tax payers with estates above the
nil rate band, this compares favourably with being taxed at 40% on
withdrawal from the fund and then running the risk of being hit
again, this time with IHT of 40% of the amount withdrawn.
A higher-rate taxpayer withdrawing £10,000 from their pension
will receive £6,000 in their hand. Even if they give it away, if they
die within the next three years that £6,000 will be subject to death
duties of 40%, totalling £2,400. This means their beneficiaries
will get just £3,600 of the original £10,000. If they leave it in the
pension , not only do the beneficiaries stand to get at least £4,500,
but the money will grow in a tax-free wrapper while the pension
holder is still alive.
There will still, however, be some situations where you could
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be better off drawing cash out and passing on to beneficiaries.
The new regime will remove the necessity for people to drain their
pension pot after age 75, but from a tax point of view if they take
the money, pass it on and survive seven years they’re still better
off than leaving it within the pension and being taxed at 55%.
RIASPFS says the lower tax hit on money kept within a pension
will make succession planning easier. People are living longer now
and are uncertain how long they are going to need income and
how much they can afford to strip out to give away. Leaving funds
in the pension with the knowledge they will grow tax-free and
won’t be hit with an 82% tax penalty removes that problem.
How the changes work
All income drawdown investors will see changes in withdrawal
limits as the system is overhauled. The existing income drawdown
options of unsecured pension (USP) for those aged 55 to 74 and
alternatively secured pension (ASP) for those over 75 have been
abolished. They have been replaced with two options that apply to
everyone over 55.
Capped drawdown is the new form of income drawdown, but
with different withdrawal limits. The previous USP rules allowed
an income up to 120% of the value of an annuity rate set by the
Government Actuary’s Department. After age 75, ASP rules
restricted income to 90% of GAD annuity rates. But from April, the
most you can now draw is 100% of GAD annuity rate, regardless
of age.
Frame Broadfoot
RIAS PFS
Tel 0141 226 8866
Email info@riaspfs.com
Web www.riaspfs.com
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CHAPTERS

mcmanus galleries, dundee; page \ park architects
PHOTO: andrew lee

the rias is a federation of six local chapters.
chapter activity is central to the life of the
incorporation and our services to our members.
these updates illustrate the breadth and
quality of chapter activity.
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aberdeen

www.aberdeenarchitects.org

It has been a time of new beginnings for the Aberdeen Chapter.
Following the recent AGM, I succeeded Gordon G Smith as Chapter
President and I am now beginning to fully appreciate the extent
of Gordon’s commitment over the two years of his presidency.
On behalf of the Chapter, thank you Gordon for all your hard
work. Gordon is not, however, taking a well earned break, as he
has agreed to take on the post of Chapter Secretary and will also
continue in his role as the representative for Scotland North on
RIBA Council.
I must also offer my congratulations to Sholto Humphries on
becoming President of the RIAS and wish him well in his term of
office. Having worked with Sholto on Chapter Council, I am sure
that he will bring the same quiet authority he has displayed there
to his new position.
In the run up to the recent election for the Scottish Parliament
and in association with the CIOB, the Chapter organised a
Construction Question Time. Held in the Aberdeen City Council
Chamber, the politicians on the panel were Lewis MacDonald,
Scottish Labour, Alex Johnstone, Scottish Conservative, Stewart
Stevenson, Scottish National Party and Lord Nicol Stephen on
behalf of the Liberal Democrats. Rob Leslie, CIOB Ambassador
and Professor David Mclean of the Robert Gordon University were
the lay members.
Ably chaired by Gordon Smith, the panel responded to a wide
range of questions covering the funding of architectural education,
procurement and the Scottish Futures Trust and how the Scottish
Parliament could stimulate the economy. Whether or not the
debate influenced the votes of those present, the result of the
election is history and it now remains to be seen if the promises
made at this event and on the campaign trail, can be delivered
to the benefit of architects, architecture and the construction
industry in general.
An RIAS CPD event was recently held in the Station Hotel,
Aberdeen, on the topic of Energy Design and Certification. The
informative presentations gave an insight into Part 6 of the
Building Standards and how compliance can be achieved for
domestic buildings. Sponsors of the event, Scotframe, showed
the effects of the regulations on timber frame construction and
outlined the development of their products in response to the new
standards, with particular reference to air tightness and thermal
bridging.
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union terrace gardens

The Design Competition for Union Terrace Gardens has now
been launched and the bar has been set high with the aspirations
set out on the competition website stating,
‘’It will create a space that draws on Aberdeen’s heritage but
is also an inspiration for the future. A space which local people
like, which they use to meet up and pop through – just for the
pleasure of it. A space which appeals to visitors as somewhere to
take the air, absorb different aspects of the local culture and enjoy
a fascinating skyline.
The site, six hectares in area, will provide a safe, all-year round,
civic garden that reflects Aberdeen’s success and international
status. It should integrate the Union Street retail and business
thoroughfare with the cultural attractions of an existing theatre
and art gallery whilst providing the context for a new contemporary
arts centre.
It’s an opportunity to create a new dynamic – re-connecting
and revitalising different areas of the city.’’
Since this project was first mooted, it has polarised opinion
across the City and has probably given architecture a prominence
it has never enjoyed before (possibly since the creation of Union
Street itself all those years ago). Regardless of where you stand
on the basic premise of the development of the Gardens, from
an architectural viewpoint, it will be extremely interesting to see
the responses to the brief and how the entries respond to and are
influenced by the City itself. In short it will revealing to see how
others see us!
And finally… thanks to the volunteers who are going to help
me face the rigours of the CIOB Sporting Challenge.
Murray Restrup RIAS, President asa
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www.dia-architects.com

My first quarter as President has passed briskly and industriously.
Only three days after the AGM at Duncan of Jordanstone College
of Art the DIA hosted a successful Parliamentary election hustings
in the University of Dundee attended by over 80 delegates with
representations from all branches of the construction industry.
TV personality, Neil Mudie, chaired a lively debate with the panel
being left in no doubt over the concerns of the profession and
construction industry in general. All parties were represented,
including the subsequently re-elected Shona Robison, SNP,
Minister for the Commonwealth Games and Sport and Willie
Rennie, leader of the Scottish Liberal Democrats.
The DIA also presents and awards Dundee University Best
Student in Final Year. This accolade is the most prestigious of
those awarded on the evening and this year the justly deserving
recipient was Stephen McCulough. Dean and Reader of the
School of Architecture, Graeme Hutton FRIAS and his team
deserve special praise for motivating the students to achieve the
high standard of work produced. Personally I enjoyed the very
impressive compendium of Year 4 work where buildings were the
focus of attention rather than the more cerebral final year offerings
produced to satisfy today’s M.Arch qualification requirements.
Perhaps I am just old fashioned that way.
I certainly look forward to reinforcing DIA’s links with the
School of Architecture and feel that this will be an important
task within my Presidency. It is hoped that further awards can
be made to student projects in lower years in order to ensure
awareness of the valuable contribution DIA/RIAS make to the
profession and, of course, provide students the opportunity to be
introduced to potential future employers. Student and lecturer/
tutor representation on DIA Council has also been encouraged.
This year DIA had the honour of presenting our first member
to receive a RIAS Lifetime Achievement Award. James Parr was
presented with this thoroughly justified accolade at this year’s
Convention in Glasgow. This richly deserved award was graciously
received by a particularly talented, yet humble individual. No one
who witnessed his emotional words of thanks could doubt his
merit. A personal word of gratitude to James and Dorothy for
making my visit to their Perth home resemble an entertaining visit
to old friends, rather that the clandestine interview of a stranger
that I had feared. Long live the 5pm aperitif!
DIA has in recent years been active in promoting architecture
to secondary school pupils. This continues with our involvement in

Fraser Middleton presenting University Of Dundee Best
Final Year Student Award to Stephen McCulough

the “Creating Spaces” initiative. Nineteen secondary schools from
around Tayside and Fife were presented a design brief to create an
energy efficient design for a multi-use building. The day was spent
in Dundee College, developing concepts, drawings and models with
each school ultimately presenting their ideas to their assembled
peers in The Space auditorium. DIA donated and presented the
trophies to the winning team, Perth Grammar School. A further
initiative has been undertaken with the purchase of a significant
number of relevant RIAS Illustrated Architectural Guides and
distributing two copies to every secondary school in the DIA area.
One is to be presented to a student showing a desire or flair for
architecture and the other to reside in the school library.
DIA Council has been restructured to ensure a more active role
in RIAS and an increased dynamic addressing Council business.
I look forward to increasing our role with local educational and
professional bodies and to holding more events throughout the
Chapter area to ensure that our members feel more involved. A
full programme of CPD and Supper Club events is presently being
formulated. Once finalised this will be announced on our website
which is currently being updated.
fraser middleton rias, president dia
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edinburgh

www.eaa.org.uk

The annual EAA Awards Programme and CPD events continue to
attract good attendances. We thank members who have stepped
down for their contribution to Chapter activities. Council is
fortunate to have attracted four new members.
Awards: The 2011 EAA Awards were announced on the 14th
April 2011 at the Balmoral Hotel. From a strong field of entries,
the judges selected the following.
Building of the Year: Winner: Ingenium Archial –
Kingsland Primary School, Peebles; Commendation: Allan
Murray Architects – ‘The Cube’, Leith Street, Edinburgh.
Conservation and Regeneration: Winner: LDN
Architects – University of Edinburgh Business School, Buccleuch
Place, Edinburgh; Commendation: HAA Design – Offices for
Ove Arup and Partners, South Queensferry.
Small Projects: Commendations: Craig Amy Architect
– Gallery on the Corner, Dundas Street, Edinburgh; Craig Amy
Architect – Extension at Newbattle Gardens, Dalkeith.
Ambassador (outside Chapter area): Winner: WT
Architecture – The White House, Coll
The early evening event was convivial and well attended. It is
an enjoyable way to catch up with friends and colleagues. The
inaugural Ambassador Award went to Wil Tunnell for a fantastic
project on Coll. We are grateful for the support of our sponsors
this year. Further information: www.eaa.org.uk.
City of Edinburgh Council Liaison Meeting
EAA Council has regular meetings with the CEC Head of Planning.
The most recent discussed the Council’s self-certification of
householder planning applications six month pilot. This voluntary
scheme is intended to speed up applicant registrations. The
Council’s Service Improvement Plan 2011-12 was also reviewed. Its
focus is to determine how CEC can best support good design. The
next meeting is scheduled for August 2011. Issues members wish
to have discussed should be sent to Beth Cumpstey (mail@eaa.org.
uk).
Edinburgh Urban Design Panel
EAA continues to provide three members for the monthly EUDP
meetings which review major projects at pre-application. The
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Panel reviews its own procedures and effectiveness on an annual
basis. Facilitated by Jill Malvenen of A+DS in April, the review
concluded that the Panel was having a positive impact. Applicants
have generally found the process positive. Many reported that the
Panel helped to resolve debates with planning officers. The review
highlighted a number of necessary improvements in project
reporting. Councillors attach considerable weight to the Panel’s
recommendations. Schemes reviewed this quarter include mixed
tenure housing, retail and education sector projects.
CPD: The How to Guide on : Rethink, Plan and Construct a Healthy
Landscape by Annie Pollock and Liz Thomas gave in-depth
knowledge of landscape architecture and how it may help or
inform building design. The EAA Awards winners and runnersup presented their projects in April. The talk on Section 6 of
the Building Standards 2010 was extremely popular. The visit
to the winner of the Doolan Award 2010, Shettleston Housing
Association Office in June was a further success.
Forthcoming events
28 September : Marketing in a Depressed Economy
26 October : EAA Annual Lecture
23 November : Architecture and Film
EAA Library: We would like to make the most interesting and
unique parts of our collection available as on online resource and
so have started to photograph the books.
AGM: This year’s AGM was held on 30 March at the Apex
Grassmarket. Office bearers 2011-2012 are: President: Dermot
Patterson; Past President: Ken Ralston
Senior Vice-President: Ian Stewart; Junior Vice-President: Donald
Canavan; Honorary Treasurer: Ken Lochrie; Honorary Librarian:
David Waugh; Secretary: Beth Cumpstey
The meeting approved the annual accounts and the re-appointment
of Baillie Ingram Accountants. The AGM was followed by a Lego
Building Night.
Forthcoming Chapter Council Meetings
Tuesday 12th July 2011, Tuesday 9th August 2011
Dermot Patterson rias, President eaa
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The Annual General Meeting of the Glasgow Institute of Architects
(GIA) was held on the 21st April in Mackintosh’s wonderful lecture
theatre in the Glasgow School of Art (GSA). Despite the distractions
of a beautiful sunny evening the event was well attended. The
packed agenda included a presentation by ZM Architects of their
current proposals for the Queen’s Park Arena, for which they
had just received planning permission. Henry McKeown gave
a fascinating illustrated explanation of how JM Architects have
been working with Steven Holl in developing the stunning new
GSA scheme, which has also just obtained planning permission.
The GIA’s Architecture, People and Places Committee launched
their competition to generate ideas for the development of the
Kilcreggan Waterfront. David Ross spoke on behalf of the GIA
along with Murdo MacDonald of Roseneath Peninsula West
Community Development Trust who explained the history of the
area and aspirations of the local community. The Communications
Committee reported on progress on the design of the new GIA
website set to go live in late June.
Fiona Sinclair provided a brief overview of the activities of the
GIA Committees and summarised her thoughts on her previous 12
months in office after which I was delighted to be presented with
the GIA President’s Medal. I, in turn, presented Fiona with her
second Past-President’s Medal, marking only the second occasion
in the history of the GIA when someone has served twice as it’s
President.
The RIAS Convention came to Glasgow in mid May. Thursday
afternoon’s event, held in the Scottish Youth Theatre underneath
the former Sheriff Court building, provided a fascinating insight
into how Glasgow has acknowledged it’s historical legacy through
contemporary design. Slightly disconcertingly, for those with
a superstitious nature, on Friday 13th the Convention moved
to the Science Centre where the Imax cinema adapted well to
accommodate the fascinating line up of speakers. Professor Jan
Gehl was particularly entertaining when speaking about his
practice’s urban design philosophy. Despite the date, all went well
on the day!
The long running saga of Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson’s
Egyptian Halls came to a head with the application by its current
owner, Dundee businessman Derek Souter, for demolition to
permit development of an hotel on the site. The GIA added a letter
of protest to the many others, which will no doubt now be piled on
a desk in Glasgow City Council’s Planning Department.

Martin Docherty

www.gia.org.uk

roseneath road, kilcreggan
steven holl architects

glasgow

new gsa scheme, evening view

The GIA collaborated in providing an advice stand for the
public at the Homebuilding and Renovating Show at the SECC
on the 21st and 22nd May. Members of the ponderously titled
‘West of Scotland Traditional Building Forum’, a focus group
established by the GIA’s Con-Sus Committee to discuss issues of
mutual interest in relation to traditional building practice, worked
together on this initiative, which proved highly successful. A wide
range of questions from the public were fielded by all involved and
GIA representatives were able to pass to the public lists of those
architects who have RIAS accreditation in conservation architecture
and in sustainable design. Thanks go out to representatives from
Glasgow City Heritage Trust, ConstructionSkills, the National
Federation of Roofing Contractors, the Stone Federation and the
Lead Contractor’s Association all of whom helped to man the stand
over the weekend. Particular thanks go out to Historic Scotland
who largely funded the initiative and played a large part in helping
to organise it. The intention is to work together again at the same
show next year and to build on this year’s success.
It has been a busy spring in terms of Chapter business and
it looks as though this will continue into the summer, though
hopefully with the distraction of some ‘barbeque’ weather. Here’s
hoping!
ian hamilton rIAS, president gia
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The IAA is currently in recruitment mode. We have contacted

Tha an IAA a’ dèanamh trusadh aig an àm seo fhèin. Tha sinn air

practices throughout the area, promoting the benefits of engaging

a bhith a’ togail cheanglaichean ri ionadan air feadh na sgìre ag

with RIAS / IAA.

adhartachadh nam buannachdan a tha an lùib conaltradh le RIAS
/ IAA.

Whether you are interested in hitting a golf ball with colleagues,
attending lectures by leading architects and designers, reviewing

Eadar gu bheil ùidh agad bàla a bhualadh còmhla ri co-

the latest in contemporary architecture or have an issue that is

obraichean, òraidean a fhrithealadh le prìomh ailtirean agus luchd-

affecting your business, we can do something about it.

dealbhaidh, na nithean as ùire ann an ailtireachd cho-aimsireil ath-

Many of you have already come forward with offers of help and
support. With the promise that more hands make lighter work, we
are looking for more. If you haven’t already been in touch, please
email Calum Maclean - c.maclean@thomasmunro.co.uk
In May, we held our IAA meeting at Castle Stuart Golf Course
Clubhouse, designed by G1 Architects and runner up in the 2010
IAA awards in the Best New Building Category. We were impressed
by the way the close relationship between the business model and
the architecture combined to create a complete experience for
users from the moment of arrival.
Looking ahead, the award winning Raasay Hall, by Dualchas
will be the venue for our September meeting. This will be combined

bhreithneachadh no gu bheil cùis agad a tha a’ toirt buaidh air do
ghnothachas, ’s urrainn dhuinn dèiligeadh leis.
Tha mòran agaibh air a thighinn air adhart mar-thà a’ tairgsinn
cuideachadh is taic. Leis a’ ghealltanas gun dèan mòran làmhan
piseach, tha sinn a’ coimhead airson tuilleadh. Mura robh sibh
a’ labhairt rinn cheana, cuiribh post-d gu Calum MacIlleathain c.maclean@thomasmunro.co.uk
Sa Chèitean, bha a’ choinneamh IAA againn ann an Club Raon
Goilf Caisteal Stiùbhairt, air a dhealbh le Ailtirean G1 agus san
dàrna àite aig duaisean IAA 2010 ann am Buidheann an Togalaich
Ùr as Fheàrr. Bha sinn mothachail don dòigh a bha an dàimh
dhlùth eadar am modal gnothachais agus an ailtireachd a’ tighinn
còmhla gus eòlas iomlan a chruthachadh do luchd-cleachdaidh
bho àm ruighinn.

with a tour of the building. This is an opportunity for our members
in the West to come along and meet up with colleagues, talk to IAA
Council and visit some stunning architecture.

A’ coimhead air adhart, is ann an Talla Ratharsair a choisinn
duais le Dualchas, a bhios ar coinneamh san t-Sultain. Bidh seo air
a chur còmhla ri turas mun cuairt an togalaich. ’S e cothrom a tha

Looking further ahead, plans are already being prepared for

seo do ar buill san Taobh an Iar a thighinn agus coinneachadh ri co-

our November CPD Event, this is going to look at innovation,

obraichean, bruidhinn ri Comhairle IAA agus tadhal air ailtireachd

new opportunities and forms of practice which could be useful to

fìor mhaiseach.

practices in the IAA area. More details will be available closer to
A’ coimhead nas fhaide air adhart, tha planaichean gan

the time.

ullachadh mar-thà airson an Tachartas CPD Samhna againn. Bidh
Calum Maclean rias, President IAA

seo a’ coimhead ri ùr-ghnàthachadh, cothroman ùra agus cruthan
cleachdaidh a dh’fhaodadh a bhith feumail do dh’ionadan ann an
sgìre IAA. Bidh barrachd fiosrachaidh ri fhaotainn nas fhaisge air
an àm.
Calum Mac’Illeathain rias, Ceann-suidhe an IAA
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It is now just over 2 months since I was elected President of the
Chapter at our March CPD & AGM Event in Falkirk and my feet
are now comfortably under the desk at ‘Stirling Chapter Towers!’
Little did I know that the broad ranging remit of responsibility
as President ranges from fielding requests from potential sponsors
for our events (nice) to dealing with disgruntled members about
their relationships with other stakeholders in our Chapter area.
As one of the smallest Chapters in the RIAS, standing at just
under 100 members, we have recently been examining other ways
to provide an active and stimulating programme of events through
exploring strategic partnerships with the Local Forth Construction
Forum, our local authorities and the various Townscape Heritage
and Civic Trust organisations. We are also keen for members from
other chapters who live in our Chapter area to take advantage of
our events programme and register for our email news.
For further details please contact the Secretary, Moira Bain:
moira.bain@onetel.com.
CPD Event – 29 September - GEAN HOUSE, ALLOA
We are currently developing an informative afternoon of CPD
based on the theme of Practice Management, commencing with
a networking lunch for starters followed by a main course of CPD
and finished off with a sprinkling of design. Keep this date for your
diary. Members of all Chapters are welcome.
STIRLING SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS AWARD
We are currently working on the formal launch of our awards,
once our main sponsor for this year is finalised. Judges are being
arranged, with a call for entries shortly, with a view to the winner
being unveiled at the September CPD event.

keith hunter

stirling

wallace monument, stirling

CORPORATE IMAGE
Our Chapter logo which has served us well over the years is now in
its final throes as we are currently working on a revamped corporate
identity to promote an updated, forward thinking image. Watch
this space for further details.
A FEW FINAL WORDS
I’m keen to ensure that our Chapter strongly represents our
members both with RIAS and other stakeholders. Therefore if you
have any concerns, wishes, requests or just need a moan please
pick up the telephone and we will see what we can do!
Stephen Lynas RIAS, President SSA

SSA WEBSITE
Our own Chapter website has been revamped and provides an
excellent facility for our members to showcase their skills through
practice profiles and photographs. Currently the take-up on this
has been limited, therefore I would urge members who wish to
market themselves more proactively to the public to contact the
Secretary for website access details and take advantage of this free
service.
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chartered architect

president’s diary
Past President, David Dunbar
april 2011
21 Lunch with Barry White of The Scottish Futures Trust and
The Secretary / Edinburgh
21 GIA AGM and Annual Lecture / Glasgow
26 President’s Dinner / Rutland Square, Edinburgh
may 2011
03 Lunch with President Elect and the
Secretary / Edinburgh
12 RIAS Convention / Glasgow
13 RIAS Convention / Glasgow

President, Sholto Humphries
may 2011
14 Represented by Doug Read PPRIAS at a dinner with the
Spanish Consul General / Edinburgh
june 2011
01 RIAS PPC / Edinburgh
09 Represented by George Wren PPRIAS at a Dinner hosted by
Zaha Hadid / Glasgow
15 RIAS Council / Edinburgh
21 Planning Reform Scotland Conference / Edinburgh
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REPORT ON june 2011
COUNCIL
A net deficit of £5,525 was reported which, compared to the
budgeted surplus of £1,595, gave an adverse variance of £7,120. This
was mainly due to changes in commercial income from bookshop,
consultancy, CPD and room hire. A further contribution of £30,000
is budgeted for the ongoing improvements to the RIAS HQ.
Council approved the Membership Report which recorded
the deaths of 5 Members, 9 resignations, 8 transfers to retired,
2 transfers to retired Fellowship, 1 transfer from retired to full
Membership, 3 re-instatements, 1 election to Affiliate, 25 elections
to student membership and 32 elections to Membership. There were
two Fellowship nominations and five for Honorary Fellowship.
Council noted that in the recent RIAS election only 4% of
eligible members cast their votes. Voters were asked to vote for
all five candidates in order of preference. Reservations from two
Members over this voting system were reported. The system was
endorsed by Council for future elections as the fairest possible,
given the geographic spread of our membership and the turnout.
The issue of obtaining a joint protocol between RIAS, RIBA and
Architects Accredited in Building Conservation (AABC) in respect
of conservation accreditation was discussed. It was agreed this
should be pursued by the Secretary. Council also gave its support
to the Conservation Committee and the Secretary in seeking
agreement on the joint pursuit of a fair and equal Conservation
Accreditation agreement with the UK’s statutory bodies.
It was agreed to reduce the Chapter Contingency Fund annual
payment to £3,000 from 2012. A proposed uplift to all Chapter
grants was agreed in response to a request from the Borders
Architecture Group for £1,000 for this year and £500 in following
years. That payment will be made through the EAA. The uplift on
Chapter payments, calculated on the basis determined in 2007 is;
ASA, £176, DIA, £196.89, EAA, £500.00, GIA, £581.28, IAA, £334.16
and SSA, £128.33. The percentage breakdown of Chapter payments
is to be reviewed – to reflect the current spread of membership.
Zero fee tendering, internships and working after retirement
were all debated by Council. It was agreed that the Secretary should
send an e-bulletin to all members, communicating Council’s grave
concerns about these issues.
Recognising the changed political landscape in Scotland
Council agreed to prioritise a broad based RIAS Scottish award. It
is hoped to develop the award in partnership with the RIBA.
The 2012 Convention in Aberdeen will focus on ‘Re-engaging
with the Past’. Positive indications have been received from David
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Chipperfield and Rafael Moneo and acceptances from Benedetta
Tagliabue, Gareth Hoskins, David Page and Eric Parry. The format
of the Friday evening will change to a ‘meet the speakers’ dinner.
Meetings have taken place with Historic Scotland, the Royal
Scottish Academy, the National Galleries of Scotland and RCAHMS
to discuss the Year of Architecture 2016, the RIAS’s centenary. A
meeting is scheduled with Creative Scotland. Official designation
of 2016 will be pursued with the Scottish Government by the
President’s Committee for 2016.
Council heard that a press release is being drafted by the
Scottish Futures Trust, announcing our £3.5m threshold
agreement. Scottish Ministers have been made aware in the course
of the RIAS discussions of the possible implications of the HubCo
systems for quality and local employment. The Procurement
Commission, established by the Past President, will now finalise
its report to share with the Government, ministers and partner
organisations.
The RIAS Energy Design Certification Scheme continues to
attract new subscribers. Council noted the increase to 165. Building
Standards Division of the Scottish Government has launched
Section 7, Sustainability and opportunities for the Incorporation
in air and acoustic testing are being pursued.
Progress on the improvement programme for the
Incorporation’s headquarters was noted by Council, including the
new sub-basement meeting room, the Garden Room. Edinburgh
City Council has not responded to requests to repair the damage
to the rear garden wall and legal options are now being explored.
Council noted the progress on the new database. It and the
new website will go live shortly.
Council were apprised of the activities of the Planning and
Development Stakeholders Forum and the Local Review Body
Forum on which the Incorporation is represented.
Jack Hugh FRIAS

stuart baxter

louis becker

Professor Louis Becker was born in 1962. He joined Henning Larsen
Architects in 1989 on completion of his studies at Aarhus School of
Architecture. He is Principal Partner at Henning Larsen Architects,
a practice which commands immense world-wide respect. Louis is
responsible for their impressive range of international projects. He
has driven many large Danish and international projects, including
many major building projects and masterplans throughout the
Scandinavian countries, the Netherlands, Central Europe, the
USA, the Gulf States and China.
Louis’ broad international experience includes cultural,
administrative and commercial buildings as well as masterplans.
He has been responsible for a number of architectural competition
entries as well as architectural and managerial follow-up. Among
Louis’ major competition wins are the Calabar International
Conference Centre in Nigeria, the Massar Children’s Discovery
Centre in Damascus, Syria and the Institute of Diplomatic Studies
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Owing to his experience with the planning
of sustainable design at the conceptual and practical levels, Louis
is in great demand internationally. He has been a judge on several
major competitions and a member of several international steering
committees and advisory boards.
Having taught at Aalborg and Lund Universities and served
as an external examiner in Copenhagen and Aarhus, Louis was
appointed Adjunct Professor in architecture at Aalborg University
in 2008. In 2010 he gave a memorably detailed exposition on his
design inspiration at the RIAS Stirling Convention. Earlier this
year he was awarded the Eckersberg Medal from the Royal Danish
Academy.
Louis Becker is awarded the Honorary
Fellowship of the Incorporation for services to
international architecture and architectural
education.
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stuart baxter

Until recently, Malcolm Cooper was Chief Inspector of Historic
Scotland, having joined them in April 2005. He previously worked
in a variety of positions for English Heritage, starting in 1993 as
an Inspector of Ancient Monuments. He subsequently worked in
a number of areas, including the London region where, as Deputy
Director, he was responsible for managing English Heritage’s
portfolio of historic properties.
More recently Malcolm served as Regional Director for English
Heritage North West and then Planning and Development Director
for the North. In both cases he was responsible for historic
environment teams providing statutory advice and grant-aid.
Malcolm has a BA in Ancient History and Archaeology from
the University of Birmingham, an MPhil in computer applications
in archaeology and a postgraduate Management Diploma. He is a
Member of the Institute of Field Archaeologists and the Chartered
Institute of Management, a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of
London, the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland and of the Royal
Society of Arts, Commerce and Manufactures.
As Chief Inspector and one of the executive directors of Historic
Scotland, Malcolm ran the Inspectorate, comprising around 140
staff. His team’s responsibilities included statutory protection and
statutory consents. Malcolm was also charged with managing the
agency’s grant-aid, totalling around £16m per annum, ministerial
liaison and advice and external liaison with both public and private
sector organisations throughout Scotland.
Malcolm Cooper is widely credited with introducing a new
pragmatism to the work of Historic Scotland. During his period
with the organisation he encouraged regular and lively dialogue
between Historic Scotland and the Royal Incorporation on areas
of shared interest, including statutory protection, consents and
conservation accreditation. He delivered a considered and erudite
address to the RIAS 2010 Convention in Stirling.

Nathalie Regnier-Kagan
stuart baxter

malcolm cooper

Born in La Rochelle in 1961, Nathalie Regnier-Kagan qualified
in architecture from the Paris Belleville School in 1989. Her final
year project was selected for the prestigious exhibition 20 Years of
French Architecture at La Villette in 1989. From 1990 she worked
with Richard Meier & Partners in New York and subsequently
joined Pierre Riboulet’s practice as a project leader from 1991 to
1992. During this period she participated in several prestigious
architectural competitions and designed a number of one-off
house projects and a major programme of renovation in the
Charente Maritime area.
She joined Michel Kagan’s practice in 1992, initially as an
assistant, subsequently an associate and ultimately as co-proprietor,
alongside her husband Michel Kagan. Their working relationship
was highly effective and Nathalie has been closely involved in the
diverse and prestigious projects undertaken by the practice over
the last two decades. Her support in the practice and of their
family enabled Michel to pursue his many international teaching
commitments. In addition to her architectural activity, Nathalie
Regnier-Kagan has also written and lectured on architectural
theory and urbanism and has taught at the architectural schools in
Rennes, Versailles and Paris-Val de Seine from 1994 to the present.
After Michel Kagan’s untimely death in 2009, Nathalie RegnierKagan and her colleagues assumed full responsibility for a range of
projects including student accommodation in Paris 13th, Rennes
Manceaux Culture Park, public housing in Rennes, a development
of 86 new homes and business premises in Marseilles, the
rehabilitation of 108 homes in Val-de-Reuil and 58 homes and
business premises in Rouen.

Malcolm Cooper is awarded the Honorary

Nathalie Regnier-Kagan is awarded the Honorary

Fellowship of the Incorporation for services to

Fellowship of the Incorporation for services to

the historic - and current - built environment of

international architecture and architectural

Scotland.

education.
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Michel Kagan (posthumous)
Michel Kagan was Professor at the Paris Belleville School of
Architecture, Architect to the French Department of Public Works
and a member of the Board of Directors of the Fondation Le
Corbusier.
Born in Paris in 1953, Michel studied architecture there under
Henri Ciriani. He was awarded the Alberti Prize in 1977, the Médici
Award in 1981 and was nominated for the Mies van der Rohe
European Prize for Architecture in 1990 and 1992. He received the
Buenos Aires International Architecture Biennale First Prize in
1991 and the Silver Medal of the French Academy of Architecture
in 1997. In 2005 he received the Annual Grand Prix of the French
Federation of Builders for his Rennes apartment building.
Michel taught at Columbia University, New York, from 1981
to 1984, was visiting Professor at the University of Quebec at
Montreal (1982-86) at Syracuse University in New York (1986) and
director of curriculum at the University of Toronto (1984-1988).
In 1985 he co-authored the exhibition and book New Directions in
Modern Architecture with Kenneth Frampton. He was Professor
at the School of Architecture in Geneva from 1989 to 1994 at the
School of Architecture of Lille from 1994 to 1998 and since 1998 at
the School of Architecture Paris-Belleville.
Since 1987 his practice in Paris has undertaken the design and
implementation of numerous public buildings, schools, university
buildings, administrative centres, renovation projects and family
housing. His project work includes award winning buildings at the
Parc Citroën Cevennes in 1992, the headquarters of the OPHLM
Alençon in 1997, a university building in Cergy Pontoise in 1999,
housing in the 20th Arrondissement of Paris in 1998 and the 14th
Arrondissement in 2000, a school in Noisy-le-Grand in 2001, the
renovation of a mansion in the 17th Arrondissement in 2003 and
an apartment building in Rennes, completed in 2005.
In addition to his extensive practice, Michel’s architectural
teaching extended to the Mackintosh School where he served as
a judge on the international Interact Competition in 1994. He not
only wowed the students (including contingents from Dublin,
Moscow and Toronto) but after a dinner held in his honour the
Vice Principal of Glasgow University commented that Michel
Kagan was among the most significant international intellects he
had ever met. Michel was always generous with his time, frequently
guiding delegations from Scotland around Paris and welcoming
groups of Scottish students to his office and home. He was due
to speak at the RIAS Convention in 2010. A major exhibition and

conference dedicated to Michel’s life, his work and his enduring
legacy was held in Paris in May 2011.
Michel Kagan was widely acknowledged as one of the finest
contemporary European architect educators. He was also a
warm, inspiring, witty, thoroughly decent man who, in spite of
his extraordinary achievements was invariably modest and selfeffacing. His sudden death, on 27th December 2009, at the age of
only 56, is a profound loss to architecture, to education and most
particularly to his wife and partner, Nathalie and their two adored
children, Sonia and Sacha. Nathalie has vowed to continue their
practice and teaching in the, always joyous and inspirational, spirit
of Michel.

Michel Kagan is awarded the Honorary Fellowship
of the Incorporation, posthumously, for services
to international architecture and architectural
education.
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membership report
The Following Deaths were
Reported with Regret:
Cyril H Fazakerley rias (ret’d) Rest of UK
Ian W A MacDonald rias Glasgow
Robert J Mcllwraith (Affiliate) Inverness
William D Potter rias Edinburgh
Clive S Wilsenham rias riba Glasgow

The Following Resignations
Were Reported:
Simon J Bell rias riba Glasgow
Martin Berry rias riba Edinburgh
Julie Ann Forrest rias Edinburgh
Maureen Loebel rias riba Edinburgh
Steven Milford rias riba Edinburgh
Colm J Murphy rias riba Glasgow
James E Robertson rias riba Dundee
Christopher T Pyemont rias Edinburgh
Stuart Taylor rias Glasgow

The Following Transfers to
Retired Membership Were
Approved:
Campbell Crawford rias riba Glasgow
James W Gilchrist rias Glasgow
James C Kidd rias riba Inverness
Andrew S Nicoll rias riba Dundee
Peter N Scott rias riba Glasgow
Paul Simpson rias Glasgow
David Stark rias riba Glasgow
Angela F Williams rias Rest of UK
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The Following Transfers
to Retired Fellowship Were
Reported:

Morgan Stephen Aberdeen
Tom Stewart Aberdeen
David Stott Aberdeen
Marc Williamson Aberdeen
Alexander Wilson Aberdeen

Brian Lightbody frias riba Edinburgh

Council Approved the
Following Reinstatements to
Full Membership:
Norman D Slorach rias riba Edinburgh
Khairul Khalifah rias Edinburgh
Christopher Lockhart rias Dundee
Matthew Merrick rias Glasgow

Council Approved the
Following Elections to
Student Membership:
Callum Barrack Aberdeen
Colin Blair Glasgow
Alan Chalmers Aberdeen
Adam Currie Dundee
Damien Francis Curry Aberdeen
John Doig Aberdeen
Volha Druhakova Aberdeen
Emily-Ann Gilligan Aberdeen
Anna Johanna Grill Aberdeen
Nicola Hobart Aberdeen
Thomas Hyman Aberdeen
Mark Jeffery Aberdeen
Hugh Lawson Aberdeen
Pamela McNaughton Aberdeen
Rowan Morrice Aberdeen
Beverly Mortimer Aberdeen
Sebana Moynagh Aberdeen
Alistair Norris Edinburgh
Calum Paterson Aberdeen
Alexander Mark Richards Dundee

Council Approved the
Following elections to
membership:
Gary S H Anderson rias riba Edinburgh
Richard Bevan rias riba Edinburgh
Kenneth Derek Blackburn rias riba
Glasgow
Claire Louise Bonner rias Aberdeen
Andy Bow rias riba Rest of UK
Keith Brownlie rias riba Rest of UK
Andrew Cavanagh rias riba Glasgow
Daniel R Challis rias Glasgow
Angus Cowie rias Edinburgh
David Philip Dalgleish rias Edinburgh
Michael Dougall rias riba Glasgow
Edmund Egan rias riba Dundee
Nicola Edward rias Dundee
Garth Fitzsimons rias Edinburgh
Paul L Gannon rias Glasgow
Kirsten Hamilton rias Aberdeen
Kate Louise Henning rias Edinburgh
Michael Holliday rias Glasgow
Elaine Keenan rias Glasgow
Christopher Neil Lewis rias riba
Edinburgh
Marion M MacCormick rias Glasgow
Stuart Mackellar rias riba Edinburgh
James Marks rias riba Rest of UK
Graeme Mitchell rias riba Glasgow
Andrew Paul rias riba Glasgow
Adrian Shilliday rias riba Edinburgh
Colin Sim rias riba Edinburgh
Steve G Smith rias Aberdeen
Graeme Sutherland rias Glasgow

Millers
Specialist Knowledge : Beautiful Flooring

Rebecca Quane rias riba Glasgow
Nick Walker rias riba Glasgow
Fraser John Walsh rias riba Edinburgh
Amy Wimpenny rias riba Glasgow
Ross Alexander Lambie rias riba Rest of UK
John Morrison rias riba Glasgow

Council Approved the
Following Nominations to
Fellowship:
Iain Connelly frias Edinburgh
Margaret Richards frias (ret’d) Edinburgh

Millers Flooring Specialists
177 Leith Walk
Edinburgh
EH6 8NR

11 Olympia St
Glasgow
G40 3TA

Tel: 0845 2 17 17 12
www.millersflooring.com
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Ian W A Macdonald
born 1925, died 2011

Ian Watson Aitken Macdonald was born
in Glasgow, the son of John and Hilda
Macdonald. His father was Rector of
Stranraer High School where Ian became a
pupil. He studied architecture in Glasgow
before volunteering for active service in
1943. Selected for aircrew he subsequently
flew in Tulsa, Oklahoma; Northern Ireland
and Egypt. In the USA, to enhance their
skills and relieve the boredom, the trainee
pilots dive bombed herds of beef cattle
on the prairie. Ian spent many hours with
his actor friend “Beery Burton” (Richard
Burton) which resulted in a lifelong ability
to recite from King Lear.
Returning to Scotland in 1948 Ian was
accepted as a commercial pilot by BOAC.
His father talked him out of the idea and
he graduated in architecture in 1954. On
qualifying he started with Honeyman, Jack
& Robertson, Glasgow, before establishing
the Macdonald, Potter & Hill Partnership
in Stranraer and going out on his own in
1976. His projects ranged from factories
in Fort William; churches in Perthshire
& Wigtownshire; hotels in Dumfries &
Galloway; housing estates in Wigtownshire;
holiday complexes and doctors surgeries in
South Ayrshire and Dumfries & Galloway,
as well as winning, in partnership with
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Bill Shanks, a competition to design the
Dumfries & Galloway Tourist Information
Centre.
Ian married Helene McBurnie in 1954.
Until her death in 2007, they enjoyed a
varied social, sporting (particularly sailing)
and home life. In 1957 he built the family
home on the shores of Loch Ryan. Helene
succeeded Ian as Commodore of Loch
Ryan Sailing Club, the first lady to hold the
position. Ian’s fluent Gaelic was a particular
asset when sailing in the Western Isles.
He was also an accomplished, classically
trained singer.
Ian was told that a triple bypass in
1982 would give him another ten years.
He subsequently became first chairman
of Stranraer’s British Heart Foundation
Committee raising many thousands of
pounds for the charity. He was very proud
of his daughter Lindsay and his three
grandsons. Ian never retired and continued
to design until just a few weeks before his
death.
Based on information kindly contributed
by Ian’s daughter, Lyndsay

william murdoch
5 september 1941 to 26 march 2011

Bill Murdoch, who has died aged 69, was
an architect, lecturer, footballer, musician
and character actor whose humour and
warm personality were much appreciated
by all who knew him.
Born in Bellshill, Bill attended Dalziel
High School, Motherwell. Although his
first love was acting, Bill was persuaded by
his father, a draughtsman at Ravenscraig,
to study architecture at Strathclyde
University. He somehow managed to

combine
his
studies with acting,
music and football.
Bill was adept on
drums, keyboards
and
accordion.
Heavily into jazz,
he played with
the Southside Jazzmen and Strathclyde
Stompers.
A talented goalkeeper, Bill played
for county and national youth teams.
He ended up on the reserves at Celtic
Park. Soon after Jock Stein arrived he
released Bill. He made the senior ranks
with Motherwell and Queen’s Park and in
later years delighted in telling of how he
had been given a free transfer by the great
man.
As a student, Bill discovered another
life-long passion, namely sailing and was
never happier than when on the water.
Bill’s first job in architecture was
with William Nimmo and Co but soon
he became a lecturer at the Mackintosh
School. He claimed that the major
attraction of the job was the long holidays
so he could go sailing. However his many
students recall his enthusiasm, his pawky
humour, the larger than life character
central to the school’s social scene and the
understanding attitude which drew out
their talent – rather than imposing his
own.
In 1987, Michael Boyd, first Artistic
Director of Glasgow’s Tron Theatre, gave
him the opportunity to earn his equity
card. With his characterful face and
musical talent, Bill was soon in demand.
He took early retirement from education
and became a full-time actor.
Bill held the record for appearing in
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Taggart six times in six different roles. He
was also in Rab C Nesbitt, Hamish Macbeth
and Monarch of the Glen. He once quipped
that he was “always playing dossers, dodgy
judges or ministers”. On the big screen, he
had bit parts in Braveheart and A Shot at
Glory and a more substantial role in My
Name is Joe. He hit the heights when he
was imported by Martin Scorsese to play
a villain in Gangs of New York. In one
scene he had put his hands down Cameron
Diaz’s dress, a story on which he dined out.
On stage, he acted with the Royal Lyceum
and Dundee Rep.
He married Margaret Aitken and their
son andy, was born in 1972. After his first
marriage was dissolved, Bill met his second
wife, Caroline Keddie at a Burns Supper.
They married in 1983 and set up home in
Kelvinbridge.
Bill continued with his sailing and
the couple ultimately made their home
in the Argyllshire village of Whitehouse
by Tarbert, Loch Fyne. He threw himself
into community life. He was very close to
Caroline’s stepson Richard, who tragically
died of leukaemia in 2005. It was at home
in Whitehouse that Bill died very suddenly
following a pulmonary embolism. He is
survived by Caroline, his son Andy and
grandsons Isaac and Reuben.
Based on the published obituary by
Martin Hannan with his kind permission.

william potter
6 august 1946 to 29 march 2011

Founder of Inhouse,
Bill Potter, did
much to promote
contemporary
international
design – and to
change the design
tastes of Scotland.
Born in Uxbridge,
after early life as a chorister at Wells
Cathedral, Bill attended Melville College,
Edinburgh and then trained as an architect
at Duncan of Jordanstone, Dundee. His
early career was spent at Greater London
Council, designing fire stations.
In 1981, Bill and his wife, Sylvia, moved
to Edinburgh and bought a former sports
shop in Howe Street which Bill converted
into two retail floors with his architect’s
studio at the back. Inhouse rapidly
gained a reputation for selling the best
contemporary design from Italy, France,
Spain and Scandinavia. Among the historic
architect/designers
showcased
were
Mackintosh, Wright and Aalto and among
those at the cutting edge in the 1980s were
Sottsass, Castiglioni and Starck.
The early 1980s was good timing. A
second shop soon opened in Glasgow. Bill
continued working on office projects in
and around Edinburgh and, most notably,
the Rock restaurant in Leith. Always more
than a shopkeeper, he introduced annual
Edinburgh Festival exhibitions, beginning
with the I Maestri Collection at the Fringe
in 1982. The collection featured furniture
by Mackintosh (including the GSA library
table) and Le Corbusier, reproduced by
Cassina.

Obituaries which are read out at RIAS Council
are published in RIAS Quarterly

Subsequent exhibitions related to
different countries (Japan) movements
(the Bauhaus) and media (such as glass).
Slide shows placed the objects into their
historical and aesthetic contexts. Inhouse
also participated in the International Book
Festival from its inception.
Bill and Sylvia were indefatigable
travellers, regularly visiting the Milan
Furniture Fair, but travelling widely to
destinations such as Brno in Slovakia to
see Mies’ Tugendhat House. The couple’s
Hogmany parties in their house on Bute
were legend. Bill’s 60th was celebrated in
the Villa Balbianello in the Italian lakes.
More than 30 friends flew in from around
the world.
Bill’s passion for architecture and design
was accompanied by a determination
to enjoy life. He was always cheerful,
positive and eager to share new ideas. An
engaging, gentle and sophisticated man,
his contribution to his adoptive country
is significant and durable. Among his last
great joys was his French-designed boat,
Flo 2 (named after his Irish water spaniel
who actually refused to go on the boat!).
Bill’s untimely death is a great loss
to architecture and interior design and
a greater loss to his wife and business
partner, Sylvia and their legion of friends.
Based on the published obituary by
Richard Carr with his kind permission.
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the following report details the achievements
and performance of the incorporation over the
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past year and the financial review and results
for the year ended december 2010.
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reference and administrative details

Scottish Charity Reference

Council Members

Staff Members during the year

SC 002753

Chapter Representatives/Nationally
Elected/Co-options

Secretary & Treasurer
Neil Baxter

From December 2010
Replacement of David Chouman with
Murray Restrup

Depute Secretary
Sharon McCord

Address of Principal Office
15 Rutland Square
Edinburgh eh1 2be

Members of Council (Trustees)
President
David Dunbar PRIAS
Past President
Arnie Dunn PPRIAS
Hon Treasurer
George Wren PPRIAS

Chapter Presidents
Aberdeen Society of Architects
Gordon G Smith
Dundee Institute of Architects
Willie Watt
Edinburgh Architectural Association
Kenneth Ralston from May 2010
Robert Black to May 2010
Glasgow Institute of Architects
Fiona Sinclair from May 2010
Martin McKay to May 2010
Inverness Architectural Association
Calum Maclean from May 2010
Scott Donald to May 2010
Stirling Society of Architects
Sandy Dawson

Bankers
From September 2010
Gordon Anderson, Richard Atkins, Stuart
Bagshaw, Roderick Binns andrew Bruce,
Stuart Campbell, Donald Canavan,
David Chouman, Iain Connelly, Hugh
Crawford, Colin Doig, Frank Crichton
Wood, Allan Cumming, Jim Cuthbertson,
Brendan Diamond, Iain Dickson, Kieran
Gaffney, Euan Geddes, Michael Goudie,
Ian Hamilton, Fiona Harvey, Stewart
Henderson, Sholto Humphries, Michael
Jarvis, Stephen Lynas, Fraser Middleton,
Roy Milne, Dermot Patterson, Doug Read,
Sheila Riddell, Shane Rodgers, Joan Scott,
A Gordon Smith.
To September 2010
Gordon Anderson, Richard Atkins, Stuart
Bagshaw andrew Bruce, Stuart Campbell,
Donald Canavan, David Chouman, Iain
Connelly, Hugh Crawford, Frank Crichton
Wood, Allan Cumming, Jim Cuthbertson,
Iain Dickson, Kieran Gaffney, Euan
Geddes, Mike Goudie, Sholto Humphries,
Gloria Lo, Sandy McAllister,
John M MacLean, Roy Milne, Adrian
Neville, Dermot Patterson, Doug Read,
Sheila Riddell, Shane Rodgers, Joan Scott,
Gordon Smith, Paul Stephen, Ian Stewart.

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc
Edinburgh West End Office
142-144 Princes Street
Edinburgh eh2 4eq

Auditors
Springfords LLP
Dundas House
Westfield Park, Eskbank
Edinburgh eh22 3fbv

Accountants
Norman, Downie & Kerr Ltd
The Courtyard
130 Constitution Street
Edinburgh eh6 6aj

Investment Managers
Murray Asset Management
39 Castle Street
Edinburgh eh2 3bh

Legal Advisors
Simpson & Marwick
Albany House
58 Albany Street
Edinburgh eh1 3qr
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president’s introduction

As the Incorporation’s fully audited “Report
Card” our Annual Report is a key document
for all of the Incorporation’s members.
The headlines are that we’re in the black,
membership numbers are increasing
(marginally), our political connections are
steadily improving, our media profile is also
on the up and, through these tough times,
the RIAS is still managing to deliver a range
of CPD and a lively Convention.
We are also still organising and presenting
awards, recognising achievement at all
levels, still promote the odd competition,
remain a dedicated architectural publishing
house, provide technical advice on a
whole breadth of issues to our members,
Government and public organisations and
endeavour to ensure that our archive and
the architectural record for the latter half
of the Twentieth Century in Scotland is as
comprehensive as possible.
However, this report is about
significantly more than these bald,
substantially positive, facts. It encompasses
the governance through which we ensure
that the RIAS remains a member-owned
and member-led organisation which
encompasses all of the spread geography
of Scotland. Those members from all of the
Chapters who serve on Council, Chapter
Councils and our many committees in
Edinburgh and locally are contributing a
hugely significant voluntary effort which
guides all of the RIAS’ activities.
While we do employ a dedicated and
talented staff at Rutland Square, there is
no way that the sheer volume of activity
undertaken by the RIAS, centrally and
at Chapter level, could ever be delivered
without the skills, knowledge and time
given willingly by very many members to
whom the rest of us are beholden.
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While the key endeavour of the RIAS
is to promote architecture and architects
in Scotland, we are well connected
internationally through our network of
Honorary Fellows. The willingness of
speakers from throughout the world to
address our annual Convention without fee
(although we do try to give them excellent
hospitality) indicates a store of goodwill for
the Incorporation. Similarly the warmth of
the various national embassies and Scottish
consulates with which we regularly interact
demonstrates real international credibility.
At the Parliament, our Cross Party
Group on Architecture and the Built
Environment,
whose
convenorship
transferred last year from Robin Harper
MSP to Linda Fabiani MSP, does excellent
work, promoting events with contributions
from experts focussed upon issues which
are pertinent to our politicians and the
Group’s members from both RIAS and
RTPI. Eugene Mullan FRIAS’ continuing
endeavour in organising the Group is
a major service to the Incorporation,
gratefully received. Annual membership of
the Cross Party Group is only £10 (for 4/5
meetings at the Parliament per year) so it
does represent excellent value for money
and provides great CPD, as well as being a
real opportunity to highlight issues in the
political forum (contact Eugene: E.Mullan@
smith-scott-mullan.co.uk to join).
The role of the architect in society has
changed markedly in the last few years.
One reason for our increasing membership
roll and the relatively steady incomes from
Practice Services and RIAS Insurance
Services is the increasing number of new,
in the main small, practices in Scotland.
Hopefully they see real benefits in the
breadth of services and technical support

offered by the Incorporation.
One very positive outcome of publishing
our new magazine is its comprehensive
reporting of all the Incorporation’s
activities. In times past, submissions to
awards tended to disappear into relative
obscurity, unless you were among the
fortunate few winners. The magazine is a
mechanism whereby shortlisted schemes
get an airing. They are usually depicted with
photographs, showing them at their best,
alongside citations which reflect the judges’
thinking. There is even the odd plan.
The RIAS journal is, of course, unusual in
that, unlike other architectural magazines, it
cannot simply focus on a particular project
on the whim of a journalist or editor. Any
buildings featured in RIAS Quarterly are
there because they have been the subject
of an award or at the very least (as in the
Kengo Kuma article in this issue) at the
centre of a major architectural or public
event. Of course projects outwith Scotland,
particularly in continental Europe, are
easier game.
Because annual reports conform to
standard accountancy practice, they tend to
be less than entirely stimulating. Financial
data usually gets little more than a cursory
glance. However it must be reassuring to our
members that, for the third year running,
the outturn of the Incorporation’s many
and varied operations left us marginally
in the black in 2010. The operation overall
generated £46,592. Profits from our trading
subsidiary, RIAS Services Ltd (which are
paid to the charity under gift aid) were
a modest £2,294. While the intention is
always to keep our finances positive, this
respectable outturn is indicative of careful
management which has ensured that
our endeavours are entirely focussed on
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generating benefits for our membership
through promoting architecture. A small
profit, particularly in the current climate,
is exactly the right fiscal scenario for an
organisation like the RIAS.
While the Incorporation is certainly
not wealthy, the original benefaction from
Sir Robert Rowand Anderson, which has
provided us with rent-free accommodation
for the last nine decades, is now, as
described elsewhere in this magazine,
being given the care it deserves. We have
assets enough to help us through hard
times and allow us to continue to support
community endeavour, provide benefits
for students, offer our retirees entirely
free membership and to ensure that,
while sponsorship is always appreciated
and the Government contribution to the
Doolan Award particularly so, we are never
beholden to external funders. Therefore
the Incorporation’s voice is that of our
members, agreed through a Council which
is always accessible.
Please give these accounts a careful
reading. They are a summary of the
Incorporation’s activities, reflective of an
organisation which endeavours to support,
encourage and nurture its nearly 4000
members throughout Scotland. There is no
room for complacency. We certainly don’t
emerge from 2010 with significantly more
than an awareness of delivering a steadily
improving service and a determination to
build upon our positive endeavours to date.
We can and will try harder – the inevitable
pay-off line of any report card worth the
name.

Sholto Humphries
President

The members of Council of the

the rules set out in the Byelaws. The names

Royal Incorporation of Architects in

of officers and other members of Council who

Scotland are pleased to present their

served during the year are shown on page 81

report for the year ended 31 December
2010. This report is prepared in
accordance with the Charter and

above.
The Council is required to meet at least four
times each year and has overall responsibility
for the strategic management and operations

Bye-Laws of the Incorporation and

of the Incorporation (including governance

complies with applicable law.

responsibilities under charity law). A formal

The members of Council have
applied the provisions of the
Statement of Recommended Practice
(SORP) “Accounting and Reporting
by Charities” issued in March 2005,

induction for Council members is given at the
beginning of the first meeting each year, which
includes training on relevant regulations and
the responsibilities of trustees. Management
in specific areas is overseen by means of subcommittees and day to day management is

in preparing the annual report and

delegated to the Secretary & Treasurer and

financial statements.

staff of the Incorporation. Senior members
of staff during the financial year are listed on

Structure Governance and
Management
The Incorporation is operated under the rules

page 81 above.

Objectives and Activities

of its Royal Charter and Byelaws, originally

The principal object of the Incorporation

granted in May 1922 and most recently revised

is to promote the value of architecture and

in December 2003. It is a registered Scottish

architects in Scotland. The full list of Objects

charity (reference SC 002753).

is set out in paragraph 5 of the Charter. There

The Incorporation is a membership
body with six Chapters and six categories of

have been no changes in objectives since the
last annual report.

membership: honorary fellow, fellow, member,

Much of the activity supporting the

honorary affiliate, affiliate and student

objectives is undertaken by the subsidiary

membership. Applications for membership

trading company, RIAS Services Limited

are approved by the Council and members

which pays its profits over to the charity by

sign a declaration confirming adherence to the

gift aid.

RIAS Charter and Byelaws.

RIAS Services Limited provides a range of

Management of the Incorporation is the

services to individual members, architectural

responsibility of the members of the Council,

practices and other organisations. This

who are elected or co-opted under the terms

includes a subscription service for architectural

of the Byelaws and who are charity trustees

practices, CPD for members, a bookshop,

for the purposes of charity law. Members of

running events and consultancy services

Council may be appointed by election from

including architectural competitions. There

the membership, by Chapter nomination or

is also a publishing arm which publishes the

by co-option by Council, in accordance with

RIAS/Landmark Trust Series of Illustrated
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Architectural Guides and other titles. The

including Tavish Scott, Iain Gray and Pauline

Practice

Incorporation also publishes a biennial

McNeill. The President and Secretary had

Marjorie Appleton re-joined the Incorporation’s

Directory of Practices and produces a quarterly

constructive meetings with new A+DS Chair,

staff, part-time, to contribute her expertise

journal and learned society publications.

Karen Anderson and CEO, Jim MacDonald

to Practice Information. Our conservation

and with RIBA President, Ruth Reed and

and sustainability accreditation schemes

CEO, Harry Rich. Liaison continued with the

continue to grow steadily. The former has

Dutch Embassy and the Swiss Consulate. In

been limited to two categories – ‘Accredited’

September the Swiss Government hosted a

and ‘Advanced’. The sustainability assessors

Scottish delegation led by the RIAS President

list has been expanded to nine. Our Energy

and including Government representatives.

Design Certification Scheme has 44 accredited

Achievements and Performance
Membership
The RIAS welcomed 80 new members and 17
re-joined. 27 deaths were reported with regret,
35 members resigned and 5 were removed for
non-payment. On balance, membership is
up by 30. However a total of 58 transfers to
“retired” mean that fee paying membership
is down by 28 (about 1%). In the prevailing
climate we are very grateful to our members
for their tenacity and continuing goodwill.
The first four issues of the new RIAS Quarterly
were positively received and member input
has delivered lively and varied content.
Online communications seem effective. A
new website and online Practice Directory
were commissioned in 2010 for launch mid
2011. The membership database is also being
renewed.
Our September 2010 SGM agreed that
“ARIAS” be replaced by “RIAS” and to abolish
the term “Associate” (which internationally
means

unqualified).

Joint

RIAS/RIBA

members received a single joint renewal letter,
avoiding the habitual confusion of separate
letters.

Politics and PR and International
Liaison
Our media profile has continued to be
positive, with good coverage on television,
radio and in the specialist and general press.
In addition to ministerial meetings with Fiona
Hyslop and John Swinney, the President met
a number of senior opposition members,
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certifiers and received a positive Government

Events
The

Stirling

audit. The RIAS adjudicators list has been
Convention

included

refreshed through an induction/refresher

presentations from Tim Macfarlane Hon

course, an examination and interview. The

FRIAS, Louis Becker Hon FRIAS and Edgar

President’s Commission on Procurement,

Gonzalez Hon FRIAS. Our Cross Party Group

chaired by Roy Martin QC Hon FRIAS,

at the Parliament hosted lively meetings on

diverted its focus onto the Scottish Futures

the Historic Environment Bill, Planning for a

Trust’s HubCo initiative. Detailed negotiation

Sustainable Environment and Apprenticeship.

ensued with the aim of benefiting small and

Our Festival of Politics debate on further new

medium scale practices.

towns (consensus against) was chaired by BBCs
Pauline McLean. The Group’s Chair, Robin

Education/CPD

Harper Hon FRIAS, stood down and Linda

Four James Miller (hardship) Awards were

Fabiani Hon FRIAS was voted in. The Fellows’

given. The President, Education Convenor and

Annual Dinner and Summer Reception were

Secretary visited four Schools of Architecture,

both very convivial. Ian Ritchie CBE Hon

meeting staff and students and undertaking

FRIAS addressed the former.

interviews towards the 2010 Scottish Design

HQ and Governance

Tutor Award. The Association of Scottish
Schools of Architecture (ASSA) was re-

The Incorporation’s corporate strategy is

grouping during 2010. The Incorporation

being revisited for 2012 to 2016. Les Hutt

continues to support the Association with

stood down as RIBA Council Representative

financial services and meeting facilities. The

for Scotland North. ASA President, Gordon

APEAS Reception at the Stirling Convention

G. Smith accepted the nomination to serve

was a positive engagement with newly

on RIBA Council. A programme of repairs to

qualified Scottish architects.

the basement and sub-basement areas of 15
Rutland Square was approved. The improved

Awards

quality of our financial reporting has enabled

41 RIBA Award submissions resulted in eight

the audit to be carried out more efficiently

awards. The student awards were renamed

and a renegotiated fee basis was approved by

‘A+DS & RIAS Scottish Student Awards’

the AGM.

and judged by the President with Prof Iain
Docherty, Ian Gilzean RIAS and Ian McKnight
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from Belfast. Two Lifetime Achievement

Chapters

Future Plans

Awards were given, Richard Gibson’s at

The Chapters continue to provide lively and

In addition to ongoing restoration of 15 Rutland

the Convention and Jonathan Speirs’, in

varied CPD, awards, political lobbying and

Square, the introduction of radically improved

recognition of his worldwide pre-eminence

other events. All the Chapters now have

online communications and a continuation

in lighting design, at a special Parliamentary

awards programmes which feed into the

of its core endeavours in political lobbying,

reception, hosted by Presiding Officer, Alex

Doolan.

education, technical advice, publishing and

Fergusson. From four nominees the inaugural

awards, the Incorporation has met with a

Scottish Design Tutor Award went to Kathy

Consultations

wide range of partner organisations and with

Li at Strathclyde with a Special Lifetime

The Incorporation responded to consultations

Government towards a year-long festival of

Achievement in Education Award for Iain

on Air and Noise Testing, Sustainability

architecture in its centenary year, 2016.

Ramsay at Scott Sutherland.

Labelling within Building Standards, Tree

The RIAS Andrew Doolan Best Building in

Preservation Orders and Verification. The

Acknowledgements

Scotland Award was judged by the President,

Incorporation also liaised with the Scottish

RIAS members who participate in Chapter

Professor Andy MacMillan FRIAS, Edgar

Government over the proposed Scottish

and HQ committees and activities, the RIAS

Gonzalez Hon FRIAS and Jonathan Speirs

Arbitration

President, PPC and Council, the Secretary and

FRIAS, with the award going to Elder and

support without a financial subvention).

Centre

(ultimately

agreeing

Cannon Architects for Shettleston Housing

work throughout 2010.

Association’s offices. The touring exhibition of

Honorary Fellowships

the 2009 Doolan Award visited nine venues.

Honorary Fellowships were awarded to Louis
Becker, Stuart Campbell, Mrs Margaret

Consultancy/Competitions
Winners

were

announced

for

the staff team are commended for their hard

Doolan, George Ferguson CBE PPRIBA, Dr
three

Anne Lorne Gillies, Edgar Gonzalez, Professor

competitions – Ardrossan Beach was won by

Malcolm Horner, Tim Macfarlane Hon FRIBA,

Cooper Architects, the new nuclear archive

Sharon McCord, Brian Moore, Ian Rankin,

at Dounreay by Reiach and Hall Architects

Reto Renggli and Alistair Salvesen CBE.

and the Scottish Sustainable Communities
Initiative Competition by Malcolm Fraser

Collections/Archive

Architects. The Shetland Sustainable Housing

Historic

Competition was launched.

interviews with senior members, including

Publishing

Scotland

has

funded

filmed

Ian Begg FRIAS, Dr Joyce Deans CBE PPRIAS,
Jack McDougall CBE FRIAS andrew Merrylees

The monograph on Matt Steele of Bo’ness,

FRIAS and Robert Steedman OBE FRIAS.

generously funded by Falkirk Council and

More interviews are scheduled. Distinguished

the Bo’ness Townscape Heritage Initiative,

international Fellows were asked to contribute

was launched at a half-day seminar at the

to the RIAS drawings collection, with

superbly restored Hippodrome Cinema with

contributions gratefully received from Tadao

contributions from Bill Cadell FRIAS, Historic

Ando, Sir Nicolas Grimshaw, Bernat Klein

Scotland and co-author Roger Emmerson.

CBE, Richard Meier, Ian Ritchie CBE, Lord
Rogers, Moshe Safdie, Alvaro Siza and Robert
Venturi.
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Financial Review and Results for
the Year
The results for the year are set out in the
Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA)
on page 91, which shows the consolidated
income and expenditure for the charity and
its subsidiary trading company, RIAS Services
Ltd. Separate results for the charity alone are
shown in the Income & Expenditure account
on page 92 and results for the subsidiary
company are summarised in note 2 on page
94.
The result for the year, as set out in the
SOFA, shows net incoming resources of
£46,592 before investment gains compared
to net outgoing resources of £206,540 in the
previous year. However the latter included
exceptional expenditure of £229,746 on
refurbishment costs and, leaving that aside,
there were net incoming resources of £23,206
on normal activities in the previous year.
The result for the year is better than was
anticipated in the present economic climate.
However various items of expenditure, which
were planned during 2010, have been carried
over in part to 2011. These include £30,000
for IT development (comprising website
development, an improved members’ database
and setting up an online directory) and a
balance of £34,000 for internal refurbishment
works out of a total of £45,000 approved by
Council. These amounts have been set aside as
designated funds out of the general fund (see
note 14).
The main source of income for the
Incorporation is its membership subscriptions
and these show an increase of 14% to provide
income of £521,120, representing 51% of the
gross income for the year. This has been the
first year of a revised agreement with the
RIBA on joint subscriptions.
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The Incorporation benefits from profits

an increase of £474. The Incorporation owns

generated by its trading subsidiary, RIAS

one sixth of the share capital of SBCC (see

Services Ltd, which are paid over to the

note 9 for further details).

charity under gift aid and which contribute
to expenditure on membership activities.

Funds & Reserves Policy

The results for the subsidiary company are

The various funds of the Incorporation and

summarised in note 2 on page 17 and show a

movements over the year are detailed in note

decrease in both income and expenditure and

14 on page 97. A total of £271,643 is held in

a net profit of £2,294.

designated funds. Of this £200,043 represents

There has been a further reduction of

tangible fixed assets and investments which

4% in administrative expenditure during

are not readily realisable. The balance of

the year, continuing the move to a smaller,

£71,600 has been set aside for expenditure in

more focussed, staff team and awareness of

the next year, as described in note 14. There

the need to reduce expenditure wherever

remains a balance of £276,534 in the general

possible without compromising the service to

fund representing the free reserves of the

members.

charity, a reduction of £10,021 compared to

Governance costs have decreased, as the

the previous year. Generally it is the policy

previous year included expenditure of £28,303

of the trustees to maintain the level of these

on termination payments arising from the

free reserves to provide a reasonable cushion

staff reduction exercise.

for unknown contingencies and enable the

The restricted funds comprise the awards
and prize funds, the benevolent fund, the

Incorporation to participate in opportunities
for the benefit of the profession.

Scottish Community Projects Fund (SCPF)
and the ASSA fund, held for the Association

Asset Valuation

of Scottish Schools of Architecture. Further

The book value of tangible fixed assets is

grant income of £15,000 was received from

represented by the revaluation reserve of

the Robertson Trust for the SCPF and grants

£198,100 with the balance of £188,061 in

totalling £17,178 were awarded from this fund

the designated fixed asset fund (£386,161 in

during the year. A total of £71,190 is carried

total). This includes written down amounts of

forward in restricted funds (see note 14, page

£334,668 and £29,388 for the heritable property

97).

and antique and fine art furnishings, which
were revalued in 1987 and 1988 respectively.

Investments

In the opinion of the trustees the current

The Incorporation relies on advice from

market value of these assets is considerably

external investment advisers in managing

in excess of the current book values shown

its listed investments. There was a net gain

in the accounts. A valuation for the heritable

of £5,144 on listed investments over the year

property in July 2007 indicated a market value

reflecting some improvement in the value of

in the range £1.2 to £1.3 million at that time.

the stock market.
Also included is an unlisted investment
in Scottish Buildings Contract Committee Ltd
(SBCC) at an estimated valuation of £11,982,
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Future Funding

Scottish charity law requires the trustees to

Given the difficult economic climate, the

prepare financial statements for each year

Incorporation budgeted for a significant

which give a true and fair view of the state

reduction

members’

of affairs of the Incorporation, including

subscriptions in 2010. The actual reduction was

its wholly owned subsidiary and of its net

considerably less than feared, but there could

incoming or outgoing resources for the year.

in

income

from

In preparing those financial statements,

well be a downturn in 2011 and a reduction
of 8% in gross subscription income has been

then apply them consistently;
•

observe the methods and principles in the
charities;

•

make judgements and estimates that are

taken as trustees in order to make themselves
establish that the Incorporation’s auditors are
aware of that information.

David Dunbar, President
16 March 2011

reasonable and prudent;

The President and senior members meet with
•

state

whether

applicable

accounting

and to ensure that objectives are met. At each

standards have been followed, subject

of their meetings, the members of Council

to any material departures disclosed and

are presented with a report on the financial

explained in the financial statements;

performance based on the agreed budget for

Additionally, the Council members have taken

aware of all relevant audit information and to

select suitable accounting policies and

Statement of Recommended Practice for

staff on a regular basis to review the activities

which the Incorporation’s auditor is unaware.

•

placed to meet this challenge.

Risk Management

there is no relevant audit information of

all the necessary steps that they ought to have

but the efficiencies put in place during the last
two years mean that the Incorporation is well

So far as the members of Council are aware,

the Council members are required to:

budgeted for 2011. Balancing the budget in
the year ahead will continue to be a challenge,

Statement of Disclosure to
Auditor

•

prepare the financial statements on
the going concern basis unless it is

the year.
The members of Council confirm that
the major risks to which the Incorporation is

inappropriate to presume that the
Incorporation will continue to operate.

exposed have been reviewed and that systems
have been established to mitigate those risks.

The Council members are responsible
for keeping proper accounting records that

Statement of Responsibilities of
the Council Members in Relation
to Financial Statements and
Accounting Records
The members of Council, as trustees of the
charity, are responsible for preparing the
Report of the Council and the financial
statements in accordance with applicable law
and regulations.
The Council members have elected to
prepare the financial statements in accordance
with United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting

Practice

(United

disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time
the financial position of the Incorporation
and enable them to ensure that the financial
statements comply with the Charities and
Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the
Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations
2006 and the provisions of the Incorporation’s
constitution. They are also responsible for
safeguarding the assets of the Incorporation
and hence taking reasonable steps for the
prevention and detection of fraud and other
irregularities.

Kingdom

Accounting Standards and applicable law).
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AUDITOR’S REPORT
Independent Auditors’ Report to the Council of the Royal Incorporation of
Architects in Scotland for the year ended 31 December 2010

Matters on which we are
required to report by exception

We have audited the financial statements

under that Act. Our responsibility is to audit

of The Royal Incorporation of Architects in

and express an opinion on the financial

Scotland for the year ended 31 December 2010,

statements in accordance with applicable law

which comprise the statement of financial

and International Standards on Auditing (UK

activities, the income and expenditure

and Ireland). Those standards require us to

account, the balance sheet, the statement of

comply with the Auditing Practices Board’s

total recognised gains and losses, the note of

(APB’s) Ethical Standards for Auditors.

requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:

Scope of the audit of the
financial statements

•

historical profits and losses and related notes.
The financial reporting framework that has
been applied in their preparation is applicable
law

and

Standards

United
(United

Kingdom
Kingdom

Accounting
Generally

Accepted Accounting Practice).
This report is made solely to the members
of Council (the charity’s trustees) as a body,
in accordance with section 44(1)(c) of the
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act
2005 and regulation 10 of the Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006. Our audit work
has been undertaken so that we might state
to the charity’s trustees those matters we
are required to state to them in an auditor’s
report and for no other purpose. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, we do not accept or
assume responsibility to anyone other than
the Incorporation and the Incorporation’s
trustees as a body, for our audit work, for this

the amounts and disclosures in the financial

out on page 87, the members of Council, as

assurance that the financial statements are free

a true and fair view.
We have been appointed as auditor
under section 44(1)(c) of the Charities and
Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and
report in accordance with regulations made
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material respect with the financial
statements; or
•

proper accounting records have not been
kept; or

•

the financial statements are not in
agreement with the accounting records

by fraud or error. This includes an assessment
of: whether the accounting policies are

the information given in the Trustees’
Annual Report is inconsistent in any

from material misstatement, whether caused

and returns; or
•

we have not received all the information

appropriate to the charity’s circumstances and

and explanations we require for our

have been consistently applied and adequately

audit.

disclosed; the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by the trustees;
and the overall presentation of the financial
statements.

Opinion on financial statements
In our opinion the financial statements:
•

give a true and fair view of the state of
the charity’s affairs as at 31 December
2010 and of its incoming resources and
application of resources, for the year then
ended;

•

have been properly prepared in accordance
with United Kingdom Generally Accepted

trustees of the charity, are responsible for the
preparation of financial statements which give

(Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended)

statements sufficient to give reasonable

As explained more fully in the Statement of
Responsibilities of the Council members set

following matters where the Charity Accounts

An audit involves obtaining evidence about

report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of
trustees and auditor

We have nothing to report in respect of the

Accounting Practice; and
•

have been prepared in accordance with
the requirements of the Charities and
Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005
and regulation 8 of the Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006.

Springfords LLP
Dundas House
Chartered Accountants and Statutory
Auditor
Westfield Park, Eskbank
Edinburgh
16 March 2011
Eligible to act as an auditor in terms of
section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006.
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ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Basis of Accounting and
Consolidation

Some of the expenditure in note 6 to
the accounts has been allocated differently

The financial statements have been prepared
under the historic cost convention, as

in 2010, in order to reflect more accurately
the activities of the charity and the 2009

Resources Expended
All expenditure is accounted for on an
accruals basis. Wherever possible costs are

comparatives have been adjusted accordingly.

attributed directly to membership activities,

Trading Activities

remaining administrative support and central

Kingdom, the Charities and Trustee Investment

The trading activities in the subsidiary

of estimated staff time and use of facilities,

(Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts

company, comprising in the main services to

which amounted to the following proportions

(Scotland) Regulations 2006 and the Statement

architects, conferences and events and the

in 2010:

of Recommended Practice Accounting and

sale or production of publications related to

Reporting by Charities, issued in March 2005

architecture, are considered to be ancillary

(SORP 2005).

to the primary purpose of the charity.

modified by the revaluation of certain fixed
and current assets and in accordance with
applicable accounting standards in the United

The charity has substantial cash reserves

Consequently the income and expenditure

and has reported a surplus for the year and this

from these activities has been classified as

is expected to continue in the future. Through

“charitable activity” in the Statement of

the nature of its operations the trustees

Financial Activities (the SOFA).

assess that the charity is not unduly exposed
to current general economic difficulties. The
trustees consider that the charity will continue
in operational existence for the foreseeable
future and they therefore continue to adopt
the going concern basis of accounting in
preparing the financial statements.
The

financial

statements

are

a

consolidation of the Royal Incorporation
of Architects in Scotland (‘the charity’) and
its wholly owned subsidiary company, RIAS
Services Limited (see note 2). No separate
statement of financial activities is shown for
the charity, in accordance with the exemption
afforded by paragraph 397 of SORP 2005, but
separate results are shown for the charity in
the income & expenditure account.
The Group meets the size exemption
criteria of Financial Reporting Standard No 1

trading activities or governance costs. The
management costs are allocated on the basis

Membership activities
Trading activities
Governance costs

55% (2009 – 55%)
40% (2009 – 40%)
5% (2009 – 5%)

Grants payable to projects are fully charged
in the period when the award is made, unless
the offer is conditional in which case the grant

Incoming Resources

is recognised once the conditions have been
fulfilled.

Grants and donations are included when

The Incorporation is registered for VAT

receivable unless there are imposed pre-

and expenditure excludes VAT. Irrecoverable

conditions on use of the funds or the income

VAT, arising from exempt membership

is for a future accounting period. Any grants

activities, is shown as a separate item under

or donations received for a particular purpose

membership costs (see note 6).

are allocated to restricted funds.
Membership subscriptions are included in
the year for which they are due.
Turnover from trading activities is stated
at invoice value, excluding VAT and is included
in the period when a service is delivered, goods
are made available or an event takes place.
Investment income and other income is
included when receivable.
Income referable to future periods or
events is deferred (see note 13 for details).

(revised 1996) Cash Flow Statement’. Accordingly,
no cash-flow statement is required.
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ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Tangible Fixed Assets and
Depreciation
From 1 January 2000 all new tangible
fixed assets are recorded at historic cost less
accumulated depreciation and any provisions
for impairment. Prior to that date, the
company’s heritable property and its antiques

Generally assets costing less than £250 are
not capitalised in the balance sheet.
An amount equal to the excess of the
annual depreciation charge on revalued assets
over the notional historical cost depreciation
charge on those assets is transferred annually
from the revaluation reserve to the general

Taxation
As a registered charity, the Incorporation is
exempt from corporation tax on its charitable
activities. Profits of the trading subsidiary
are paid over to the charity as gift aid and
consequently no provision for corporation tax

fund (refer to note 16).

is required.

Fixed Asset Investments

Fund Accounting

subsequently reduced by depreciation on

Listed investments are stated at market value

The Unrestricted general fund is available to be

those new values. Under the transitional

at the balance sheet date. Gains and losses

arrangements of Financial Reporting Standard

on revaluation or disposal of investments are

15 Tangible Fixed Assets, the property, antiques

recognised in aggregate in the Statement of

and fine art furnishings continue to be treated

Financial Activities.

and fine art furnishings had been restated
at their open market values at January 1987
and January 1988 respectively and had

used for any of the charitable objects at the
discretion of the trustees.
Designated funds are set aside by the
trustees out of unrestricted funds for specific
purposes or projects.

on that basis. The assets are stated at open

Unlisted investments are stated at trustees’

market value at the respective valuation dates

valuation, based on the net asset value shown

less accumulated depreciation to date and

by the most recent annual accounts.

particular purposes within the objects of the

Stocks and Work in Progress

terms of an appeal for the funds.

those valuations have not been updated.
The heritable property is depreciated at
2% per annum on a straight line basis and
the antique and fine art furnishings at 2%
per annum on a straight line basis. The land
associated with the property and improvement
work in progress have not been depreciated.
Other furniture, fittings and office equipment

Stocks and work in progress of publications,
products and stationery are stated at the
lower of cost and net realisable value.

Pension Costs

are stated at cost less depreciation which

Pension costs represent contributions payable

is charged by the straight line method over

for the accounting period under defined

the estimated useful life of each asset at the

contribution schemes.

following rates:
Furniture & Fittings 10%-25% per annum
Office Equipment
10%-20% per annum
Computer Equipment 25%-50% per annum
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the year ended 31 december 2010
The notes on pages 94 to 97 and the accounting policies on page 89 form part of these financial statements.

Consolidated Statement of Financial Activities
			
Unrestricted
Restricted
Total
Incoming Resources
Notes
Funds
Funds
2010
			
£
£
£
Incoming Resources from charitable activities:					
Membership subscriptions
1
521,120
521,120
Membership activities		
30,831
30,831
A. Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award		
39,295
39,295
Incoming Resources from generated funds					
Trading activities:					
Services to architects
2
217,466
217,466
Publications & products
2
91,808
91,808
Consultancy & other sources
2
86,616
86,616
Voluntary income:					
Grants & donations
3
29,324
29,324
Investment income
4
6,709
6,709
Total incoming resources		
993,845
29,324
1,023,169
					
Resources Expended					
					
Charitable activities:					
Membership activities
6
421,044
421,044
A. Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award
6
38,467
38,467
Other grants & awards
5
39,883
26,178
66,061
Building refurbishment
6
11,179
11,179
Costs of generating funds					
Trading activities:					
Services to architects
2
167,515
167,515
Publications & products
2
133,731
133,731
Consultancy & other sources
2
92,350
92,350
Governance costs
6
46,230
46,230
Total Resources Expended		
950,399
26,178
976,577
					
Net Incoming / (Outgoing) Resources before					
other recognised gains and losses		
43,446
3,146
46,592
				
Other recognised gains and losses					
Net (losses) / gains on investment assets		
5,618
5,618
Net Movement in Funds		
49,064
3,146
52,210
Funds brought forward 		
697,213
68,044
765,257
Funds carried forward
14
746,277
71,190
817,467

Total
2009
£
457,624
17,367
40,110

246,378
132,803
93,901
41,020
6,786
1,035,989

362,217
40,452
83,332
229,746

191,580
170,163
96,817
68,222
1,242,529

(206,540)

5,620
(200,920)
966,177
765,257
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Consolidated and Charity Income and Expenditure Accounts
			
Group		
Charity
		
Notes
2010
2009
2010
2009
			
£
£
£
£
Income:					
Membership subscriptions
1
521,120
457,624
521,120
457,624
Membership activities		
30,831
17,367
30,831
17,367
A. Doolan Best Building in Scotland award		
39,295
40,110
39,295
40,110
Turnover from trading activities
2
395,890
473,082
Grants & donations
3
29,324
41,020
29,324
41,020
Gift aid donation due from subsidiary		
2,294
14,522
Recharge of support costs to subsidiary		
102,411
107,037
Investment income
4
6,709
6,786
6,709
6,786
Total income		
1,023,169
1,035,989
731,984
684,466
					
Expenditure:					
Membership activities
6
421,044
362,217
421,044
362,217
A. Doolan Best Building in Scotland award
6
38,467
40,452
38,467
40,452
Other grants & awards
5
66,061
83,332
66,061
83,332
Building refurbishment
6
11,179
229,746
11,179
229,746
Expenditure on trading activities
6
393,596
458,560
102,411
107,037
Governance costs
6
46,230
68,222
46,230
68,222
Total expenditure		
976,577
1,242,529
685,392
891,006
					
Net operating income / (expenditure) for the year		
46,592
(206,540)
46,592
(206,540)
					
Net realised gains on sale of fixed asset investments		
1,635
1,635
					
Net income / (expenditure) for the financial year		
46,592
(204,905)
46,592
(204,905)

										
All income and expenditure is attributable to continuing operations in each financial year.					

Consolidated Statement of Recognised Gains and Losses
		
2010
Group and Charity:
£
Net income / (expenditure) for the financial year
46,592
Net unrealised (losses) / gains on fixed asset investments
5,618
Net recognised (losses) for the financial year
52,210
			
Note of Historical Cost Results
2010
Group and Charity:
£
Reported net income / (expenditure) for the financial year
46,592
Realisation of fixed asset investment gains of previous years
Difference between the historical cost depreciation charge and the actual depreciation
charge of the year calculated on the relevant amount
3,129
Historical cost net surplus / (deficit) for the financial year
49,721
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2009
£
(204,905)
3,985
(200,920)
2009
£
(204,905)
1,219
3,129
(200,557)
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for the year ended 31 december 2010
The notes on pages 94 to 97 and the accounting policies on page 89 form part of these financial statements.

Consolidated and Charity Balance Sheets at 31 December 2010
			
Group		
Charity
		
Notes
2010
2000
2010
2009
			
£
£
£
£
Fixed Assets					
Tangible assets
8
386,161
399,150
386,161
399,150
Listed investments
9
63,023
58,176
63,023
58,176
Unlisted investment
9
11,982
11,508
11,982
11,508
Investment in subsidiary at cost
2
100
100
			
461,166
468,834
461,266
468,934
				
Current Assets					
Stocks and work in progress
10
66,202
76,844
6,391
7,666
Debtors
11
112,087
110,566
38,538
21,442
Cash at bank and in hand		
472,921
444,278
463,128
437,547
			
651,210
631,688
508,057
466,655
					
Creditors					
Amounts falling due within one year
12
294,909
335,265
151,856
170,332
					
Net Current Assets
356,301
296,423
356,201
296,323
					
Net Assets		
817,467
765,257
817,467
765,257
				
Funds:					
Unrestricted Funds:					
General fund
14
276,534
286,555
276,534
286,555
Revaluation reserve
16
198,100
201,229
198,100
201,229
Designated funds
14
271,643
209,429
271,643
209,429
Total Unrestricted Funds		
746,277
697,213
746,277
697,213
					
Restricted Funds:					
Restricted income funds
14
71,190
68,044
71,190
68,044
Total Restricted Funds		
71,190
68,044
71,190
68,044
					
Total Funds		

817,467

765,257

817,467

765,257

							
		
The accounts on pages 91 to 97 were approved by the Council members on 16 March 2011 and are signed on their behalf by:			
		

					
David Dunbar				Richard Atkins				
President				Member of Council				
			
Date: 16 March 2011

Neil Baxter
Secretary & Treasurer
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2010

1. Membership Subscriptions

Current Assets
2010

Joint subscriptions with RIBA
RIAS only subscriptions

2009

Stocks and work in progress

2009

£

£

59,811

69,178

£

£

Amount due from the Incorporation

28,322

13,970

347,476

290,879

Other debtors

73,549

89,124

173,644

166,745

Cash at bank

521,120

457,624

9,793

6,731

171,475

179,003

Current Liabilities
(18,773)

(54,378)

(155,091)

(127,014)

2. Trading Activities and Subsidiary Company

Creditors and accruals

The trading activities of the Royal Incorporation of Architects in

Net Liabilities

(2,389)

(2,389)

Net deficiency in shareholder’s funds

(2,389)

(2,389)

Other creditors

Scotland are run by its wholly owned subsidiary company, RIAS Services
Limited, which pays over its taxable profits to the Incorporation by
gift aid. The Incorporation owns the entire issued share capital of

Unrestricted Restricted
Funds

RIAS Services Ltd, comprising 100 ordinary shares of £1 each, which is
The Incorporation has undertaken to provide financial support to
the subsidiary to meet the deficiency in its funds (see below). In view

Community projects grant (Robertson Trust)

of this, a provision of £2,489 has been made against the valuation of

James Millar student award

the investment, which is included in creditors in the charity balance
sheet (see note 12).
The summarised results of RIAS Services Limited for the year are

Transfer of funds from ASSA (see note 14)
Donations & sponsorship

Total

Total

architects

& products

& other

2010

2009

£

£

£

£

£

					
Turnover

217,466

91,808

86,616

Direct expenditure

111,238

109,972

69,935

291,145

353,615

56,277

23,759

22,415

102,451

104,945

167,515

133,731

Administrative support costs

473,082

92,350

393,596

458,560

Profit for the year				

2,294

14,522

Gift Aid payable to the Incorporation				

(2,294)

(14,522)

Retained by subsidiary company				

-

-

Total expenditure

The assets and liabilities of the subsidiary company at 31 December
2010 were as follows:
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Total

2010

2009

£

£

£

£

-

15,000

15,000

30,000

-

9,000

9,000

6,000

5,324

5,324

-

-

-

-

5,020

-

29,324

29,324

41,020

4. Investment Income

as follows:

395,890

Total

3. Grants & Donations Receivable

shown at its cost of £100 in the balance sheet of the charity.

Services to Publications Consultancy

Funds

Income from UK listed investments
Bank interest

£

£

£

£

2,891

-

2,891

2,739

3,818

-

3,818

4,047

6,709

-

6,709

6,786

5. Grants & Awards Costs
£

£

£

£

=35,000

-

35,000

35,000

James Millar student awards

-

9,000

9,000

6,000

Awards medals & other costs

4,883

-

4,883

3,451

-

17,178

17,178

38,881

39,883

26,178

66,061

83,332

Chapter grants

Community project grants & expenses
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6. Resources Expended

7. Staff Details

Membership

Trading Governance

Activities Activities
£

Total

Total

Costs

2010

2009

£

£

£

£

The average numbers of staff and costs (including consultant staff) in
each area during the year were as follows:
2010

Membership costs:
RIAS Quarterly journal

54,949

-

-

54,949

-

Promotion & publications

21,327

-

-

21,327

21,386

Corporate costs

18,871

-

5,468

24,339

23,069

7,625

-

-

7,625

6,857

142,770

-

- 142,770

122,526

12,028

-

3,655

15,683

16,925

Events & projects
Membership staff costs
Membership support costs

Direct trading expenditure:			
Services to architects

-

111,238

-

111,238

136,925

Publications & products

-

109,972

- 109,972

140,703

Consultancy

-

69,935

69,935

75,987

-

Administrative support costs:			
Management & admin staff

81,533

56,858

21,512 159,903

162,101

-

-

-

-

28,303

Office admin costs

28,384

14,591

2,262

45,237

49,216

Occupancy costs

27,418

16,573

2,903

46,894

51,378

-

-

5,700

5,700

6,650

11,958

-

-

11,958

13,306

4,730

Termination payments

Audit fee
Irrecoverable VAT on overheads
Other administrative costs

14,181

14,429

421,044

393,596

33,340

33,667

46,230 860,870

888,999

			

Number
		

2009
Cost

Number

Cost

£		

£

4

101,320

5

128,051

Membership activities

4

148,770

4

130,526

Management & administrative support

4

159,903

5

162,789

Trading activities

Termination payments		
Totals

12

- 		
409,993

14

28,303
449,669

Total staff costs are analysed as follows:		

£		

£

Salaries		

354,536 		

378,438

Social security costs		

34,720 		

36,609

Pension costs		

5,909 		

5,310

Total employed staff		

395,165 		

420,357

Consultant staff		

17,502 		

14,012

Redundancy payments		

- 		

8,372

Other staff costs		

1,500 		

6,928

Previous year adjustment		

(4,174)		

-

		

409,993 		

449,669

In both 2010 and 2009, one member of staff had emoluments

A. Doolan Best Building in Scotland award			

38,467

40,452

between £60,000 and £70,000. In addition an amount of £3,231 (2009

Other grants & awards (note 5)				

66,061

83,332

Building refurbishment (see note below)				

11,179

229,746

- £3,125) was paid into a defined contribution pension scheme for this

Total resources expended				 976,577

1,242,529

to members of Council during the year. No remuneration was paid to

Resources expended includes the following costs:

members of Council.

Auditors’ remuneration:				
for audit work – current year			

5,650

employee. Travel expenses of £4,532 (2009 - £3,649) were reimbursed

6,650

for audit work – prior year			

50

–

			

5,700

6,650

Depreciation charge			

15,362

18,219

Loss on disposal of tangible fixed assets			

–

284

		
8. Tangible Fixed Assets
Office
Heritable Equipment &
Property Furnishings

Fittings

Total

£

£

£

£
530,247

The Building refurbishment in 2009 comprised major repairs to the

Cost or Valuation

external fabric of 15 Rutland Square.

At 1st January 2010

402,712

47,400

80,135

			

Additions

-

-

2,373

2,373

Disposals

-

-

(7,956)

(7,956)

402,712

47,400

74,552

524,664

At 31st December 2010

Depreciation				
At 1st January 2010
Charge for year
On disposals
At 31st December 2010

131,097

62,389

17,064

51,644

5,655

948

8,759

15,362

-

-

(7,956)

(7,956)

68,044

18,012

52,447

138,503

Net Book Value				
At 31st December 2010
At 31st December 2009

334,668

29,388

22,105

386,161

340,323

30,336

28,491

399,150

Details of revaluations are given in note 16 below.
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9. Fixed Asset Investments

11. Debtors
2010

2009

£

£

Group

Listed UK Securities:
52,221

Market value at 1 January 2010
Add: Acquisitions at cost

4,137

8,513

-

(12,880)

Less: Disposals at opening book value
Net gain / (loss) on revaluation

49,579

Charity

2010

2009

2010

2009

£

£

£

£

Due within one year:
Trade debtors

38,533

36,256

16,548

8,453

Accrued income

62,221

61,999

11,452

1,020

5,144

7,009

Prepayments

9,584

1,906

9,284

1,564

61,502

52,221

Other debtors

1,749

10,405

1,254

10,405

112,087

110,566

38,538

21,442

Cash at bank awaiting investment

1,521

5,955

Market value at 31 December 2010

63,023

58,176

Historical cost at 31 December 2010

62,718

63,076

12. Creditors
Group

The following investments are considered material, having a market
value in excess of 10% of the total value of the portfolio:

2009

2010

2009

£

£

£

£

Amounts falling due within one year:
Market Value
£

20,000 Threadneedle Invs Equity Alpha Income ‘B’ Inc

9,560

20,000 Schroder Income Maximiser Fund A Inc

8,712

4,500 Aberdeen Asian Inc trust ord NPV

7,661

Unlisted investment:
11,508

Valuation at 1 January 2010

474

Gain on revaluation

Provision for deficiency in
subsidiary funds (note 2)

-

-

2,489

2,489

Amount due to subsidiary company

-

-

28,322

13,970

Trade creditors

31,998

34,372

21,322

3,832

Taxation and social security

24,458

27,605

24,080

29,223

Accruals & other creditors

79,274

102,084

71,555

76,628

Deferred income (note 13)

158,598

167,066

3,507

40,052

The unlisted investment comprises 2,500 shares, at a historical cost of

581

4,138

581

4,138

294,909

335,265

151,856

170,332

Amount held for Martin Jones Award Trust

11,982

Valuation at 31 December 2010

13. Deferred Income

£2,500, in Scottish Building Contract Committee Ltd, representing a

Group

of the company according to its latest available audited balance sheet
at 30 April 2010.

2009

2010

2009

£

£

£

£

167,066

108,132

40,052

-

Amount released to incoming resources (78,779)

(42,149)

(38,748)

-

70,311

101,083

2,203

40,052

158,598

167,066

3,507

40,052

Opening Balance at 1 January
Amount deferred in year
Closing Balance at 31 December

10. Stocks & Work in Progress

Charity

2010

one sixth share. The valuation has been based on the net asset value

Group

Charity

2010

Deferred income at 31 December 2010 comprises income received in

Charity

2010

2009

2010

2009

£

£

£

£

Bookshop stock for resale

21,626

22,962

-

-

subscriptions and funding received in advance for projects and

Publishing stock - completed titles

24,966

36,418

-

-

events.

Publishing stock - work in progress

13,219

9,798

-

-

Stationery & medals

6,391

7,666

6,391

7,666

66,202

76,844

6,391

7,666
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14. Movements in Funds

development, an improved members’ database and costs of setting up
the online directory in the coming year.

Net
At

An amount of £34,000 has been designated for refurbishment

1/1/10 Resources Expended Gain/(Loss)		 31/12/10

costs, being the balance of the budget approved by Council for

At Incoming Resources Investment Transfers
£

£

£

£

£

£

(9,000)

-

-

7,334

Restricted Income Funds:			
Awards and prizes

7,334

Benevolent fund
Community projects

9,000
-

-

-

-

51,646

Other designated funds comprise £5,000 for the visit of Pasqual

9,064

15,000

(17,178)

-

-

6,886

Maragall to Scotland in February 2011 and £2,600 for restoration
of furnishings, the latter arising from the proceeds sale of antiques

-

5,324

-

-

-

5,324

29,324

(26,178)

-

-

71,190

Fixed asset fund

197,921

-

(15,362)

-

Unlisted investment

11,508

-

-

474

-

11,982

IT development

-

-

-

-

30,000

30,000

Refurbishment costs

-

-

-

-

34,000

34,000

Other designated funds

-

-

-

-

7,600

7,600

Total Restricted
Designated Funds:

General Fund

upgrading work.

51,646

68,044

ASSA fund

installation of emergency and feature lighting and other internal

5,502 188,061

209,429

-

(15,362)

474

77,102

271,643

286,555

993,845

(935,037)

5,144

(73,973)

276,534

-

-

-

993,845 (950,399)

5,618

-

5,618

- 817,467

Revaluation Reserve 201,229
Total Unrestricted

697,213

Total Funds

765,257 1,023,169

(976,577)

during the year.		

(3,129) 198,100
746,277

15. Analysis of Net Assets Representing Funds
Restricted			Revaluation
Funds Designated
£

The awards and prize funds, arising from donations, are applied
for designated areas of architectural achievement. The Benevolent
Fund is for the assistance of architects or their dependents who are
in financial need. The Scottish Community Projects Fund (SCPF)
provides assistance with feasibility studies for projects intended
to benefit local communities. The ASSA fund comprises funds
transferred from the Association of Scottish Schools of Architecture
(ASSA) during the year and to be used for their benefit.

Reserve

Funds

£

£

£
386,161

£

Fund balances at 31 December 2010 are represented by:
Tangible fixed assets

-

188,061

-

198,100

Investments

-

11,982

63,023

-

75,005

Stocks and work in progress

-

-

66,202

-

66,202

-

-

112,087

-

112,087

Cash at bank and in hand

104,178

71,600

297,143

-

472,921

Creditors due in one year

(32,988)

-

(261,921)

71,190

271,643

276,534

Debtors

Notes on Restricted Funds:

Total

General

Net Assets

- (294,909)
198,100

817,467

16. Revaluation Reserve
The revaluation reserve represents the following:
Excess over book value
		

£

Heritable property at 15 Rutland Square revalued at open market			
value of £240,000 in January 1987.		

225,473

Antique & fine art furnishings valued at open market value of

Notes on Designated Funds:

£46,050 in January 1988.		

43,722

Less accumulated depreciation charged on revalued amount.		

(71,095)

The fixed asset fund represents the net book value of tangible

Balance on revaluation reserve at 31 December 2010		 198,100

fixed assets, net of the revaluation reserve. This distinguishes the
book value of these assets from the more readily realisable assets

Since the original revaluations, the trustees have adopted a policy

represented by the general fund (being the value of net current assets

not to revalue fixed assets which are for the Incorporation’s own use.

and unrestricted listed investments).

However, in their opinion, current valuations are considerably in

Annual depreciation is charged to the fund and adjustments made

excess of those included in the accounts. The fixed asset figures (note

by transfers for additions and disposals in the year and the movement

8) also include the cost of improvements and acquisitions since the

in the revaluation reserve.

revaluations were carried out.

Likewise the unlisted investment fund represents the valuation
of the unlisted investment (see note 9), which is held in a designated
fund, as not representing a readily realisable asset.
The IT development fund has been designated for website

17. Related Party Transactions
Fees and expenses of £2,014 for consultancy work were paid to Richard
Atkins, a member of Council, during the year.
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CONTACTING RIAS
To contact RIAS call 0131 229 7545 or fax 0131 228 2188. For general enquiries email info@rias.org.uk

senior management
Neil Baxter Secretary & Treasurer
nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of RIAS policy, governance, business planning
and budgets. Overall responsibility for the Incorporation’s membership services,
Consultancy, Practice Services, accreditation schemes, events, publications, outreach,
political liaison, CPD, educational initiatives and awards.

Sonja Rosendahl Communications and Events Assistant
srosendahl@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2009. Event support and administration, website updates, awards
administration, media monitoring, picture research and RIAS Quarterly book reviews
co-ordinator. Responsible for online Directory of Architects, Special Skills Directory
and job ads.

Sharon McCord Depute Secretary
smccord@rias.org.uk
Joined: January 2008. Editor of RIAS Quarterly, production of internal and external
communications, press and public relations, awards and event management and
marketing. Responsible for online strategy and development, e-bulletins, web
content and RIAS bookshop.

Lorraine Sutherland Senior Receptionist (part-time)
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with incoming calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, general administration duties.

Staff
Charlene Byrne Membership & Consultancy Manager
Joined: March 2002. Administration of Membership, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish
Community Projects Fund, Architect in the House, RIBA Awards and the RIAS Clients
Advisory Service.

Kirsty Ward Practice Administrator
kward@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2005. Practice Services support, administers conservation and
sustainability accreditation schemes and the RIAS Energy Design Certification
Scheme, coordinates the e-PI bulletin, Practice Services website updates and online
research.

Carol-Ann Hildersley PA to the Secretary & Treasurer
childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the Secretary’s schedule, organising travel and
accommodation, handling incoming calls, emails, documentation. Administration
and minuting of committee meetings and Council. Research and assistance on
projects.

Lily Office Dog
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to maintain a stress-free working environment,
occasionally enliven meetings and ensure a focus on the key agenda priorities
(biscuits and sandwiches). Introduces a Zen-like calm by generally wandering about
and sleeping under desks.

ADVISORS
Maureen Johnstone Finance & Administration Assistant
mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for finance and central services, financial processing
and filing, coordination of internal room bookings and meeting set-ups, assisting
membership, post and mail, management of office recycling.

marjorie appleton Advisor to Secretary (Practice)
mappleton@rias.org.uk
Joined September 2010. Advises on Practice Information and matters relating to its
publication, content and delivery. Oversees the reorganisation and development of
information issued to practices.

Marilyn Leishman Receptionist (part-time)
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with incoming calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, bookshop cover.

Jack Hugh frias Special Advisor to the Secretary
jhugh@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 2007. Advises on financial matters, collation and drafting of PPC/
Council papers, preparation of agendas; maintenance of 15 Rutland Square, Head of
Certification and manager of RIAS Energy Design Certification Scheme.

Louise McLeod Finance & Administration Manager
lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible for central services function including finance,
audit, salaries, pensions, member pensions, annual contracts, insurances, personnel,
recruitment, membership, staff management, IT, health & safety, the building.

Pat Lally hon frias Political Consultant
c/o childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2008. Liaison with Scottish Government and local authority politicians,
encouraging political participation in CPG and other RIAS events, chairing of RIAS
government committee, external relations with COSLA, STUC and quasi-government
organisations.

Maryse Richardson Practice Manager
mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice Services, secretariat support to six RIAS
committees and production of quarterly Practice Information, legal and contractual
queries, maintaining the RIAS suite of Standard Forms and managing dispute
resolution expert panels.

Brian Moore Director of Consultancy
bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects and improving procurement in architecture by
ensuring value-based selection procedures in all RIAS Competitions.

Nicky Regan Senior Bookshop Assistant (part-time)
bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: August 2009. Managing RIAS Bookshop, including sales of architectural
appointments, certificates, administrations forms and up-to-date and archived
building contracts. Telephone, website and direct sale to members and the public of
RIAS publications and a wide range of architectural books.

John Norman Consultant Accountant
jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget, quarterly accounts, annual statutory accounts for
RIAS charity and RIAS Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger management/supervision,
RIAS/RIBA membership reconciliations, annual audit, payroll issues, other tax and
financial issues, as required.
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PRODUCTS & SERVICES
proven fire protection for timber
Arch Timber Protection offers a choice
of proven pressure impregnated
fire retardent treatments that allow
timber to be used safely in new build
projects, for both interior and exterior
applications.

Tel 01977 714 000    advice@archchemicals.com    www.archtp.com

m s creations
With over ten years experience in
architectural model-making (from Sydney
to Skye), we offer cost-effective models for
architects and developers across Scotland,
suitable for planning or presentation.

12 Duntaylor Avenue, Aberfeldy, Perthshire PH15 2BX Tel: 01887 822 943
Mob: 07591 851 248 mscreations@btinternet.com www.mscreations.co.uk

Architectural Translations
Technical translations. Arts,
architecture, construction and civil
engineering. Plans, building contracts,
specifications, M&E layouts, magazine
articles, tenders, international
competitions...We’re here to help. Most
European languages covered.
4 Chesser Avenue, Edinburgh EH14 1TA Tel: 0131 455 7499 Mob: 07543 386 701
info@traduit.co.uk   www.traduit.co.uk

malcolm cochrane photography
Malcolm specialises in interior and
exterior photography, 360 degree
panoramas and interactive flash virtual
tours. He has 15 years experience
working for a wide range of clients and
publications all over Scotland.
Tel 0131 466 6799 Mob 07971 835 065
mail@malcolmcochrane.co.uk    www.malcolmcochrane.co.uk

incorporated blind systems ltd
Suppliers and installers of every type
of window blind. The more difficult the
project - the better.
Visit our website to see some of the
amazing projects we have completed.
Cowieslinn, Eddleston, Peebles EH45 8QZ
Tel 01721 730 279 Mob 07774 425 838 Fax 01721 730 777
sales@ibs-blinds.co.uk www.ibs-blinds.co.uk

context interiors
Award winning homeware boutique
offering a unique collection of distinctive
furniture, traditional lighting, mirrors,
ironmongery, classic home accessories,
earthborn ecological paint and
inspirational gift ideas. Online shop now
open or visit us at 79 Morningside Road,
Edinburgh, EH10 4AY.
t/f 0131 447 6384 info@contextinteriors.co.uk www.contextinteriors.co.uk

Painted and gilded lettering
An Edinburgh-based craftsman specialising in
traditional lettering, gilding and glass gilding.
Working with, amongst others, National Trust
Scotland and National Museums Scotland,
creating craft-based signage solutions for the
built environment.

robinabbey1@gmail.com    Mob: 07939 000 831 www.robinabbeysignwriting.co.uk

Sasha Visuals
Architectural Illustration and Perspectives
From concept illustration to detailed
perspectives - effective images produced
to tight deadlines. Work conducted entirely
online for your convenience. Please visit
my website for the complete view www.
sashavisuals.com.
33 Hollybank Court, 193 London Road, Leicester LE2 1ZF   Tel: 0116 274 5844
Mob: 07534 742 097   info@sashavisuals.com   www.sashavisuals.com

keith hunter photography
...photographing Scotland’s architecture.
High quality architectural exterior and
interior photography.
Member of Arcaid picture library.
Tel +44 (0) 141 886 4503 Mob +44 (0) 7831 117980
keith@khp.demon.co.uk    www.arcaid.co.uk

kate henderson
Sixteen years of experience as a glass artist.
Elected associate of the BSMGP. Creates new
work for ecclesiastical and secular sections.
Previous clients Edinburgh City Council,
Merchiston School and Church of Scotland.

Braemar, 8 Lydgait, Haddington, East Lothian EH41 3LG
Tel 01620 824 130 kate@katehenderson.myzen.co.uk www.bsmgp.org.uk

peace
of
mind

For indemnity cover that offers complete peace of mind,
make RIAS Insurance Services part of your plans.
For further information contact:
Ian McCallum
RIAS Insurance Services
Orchard Brae House
30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh
EH4 2HS
Tel:
0131 311 4292
Fax:
0131 311 4280
Email: ian.mccallum@marsh.com

RIAS
Insurance Services

