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SOLUTIONS

Focus on Scottish architecture
Senior Architectural is a major supplier of fenestration solutions to
the Scottish market, specialising in providing a proven family of
systems in aluminium, timber/aluminium composite, glass and
fibreglass, all to the highest standards of manufacture and finish.
With more than two decades’ experience, Senior’s reputation is that of an
innovative driver of the market, offering technical excellence, performance,
value, and creativity to the many fabricators, architects and contractors
with whom we are proud to be associated.

Tel: 01506 407 640 E-mail: info@seniorarchitectural.co.uk Web: www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk
Unit 4 Dunlop Court, Deans Industrial Estate SW, Livingston, West Lothian EH54 8SL. Strategic service centres located nationwide.
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Photography.
The contents page and page
25 of the last edition of the
Quarterly featured Ross
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and hope to feature more
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future issues.
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REGULARS // FROM THE PRESIDENT

LEGACY GIVING
Quarterly. Like Andy, he was a prolific
architect with many fine buildings to his
credit.
So, as architects, we also have a
responsibility to maintain and develop in
ourselves and others that same passion
and belief that what we’re doing matters
and makes a difference. It’s all too easy
to compromise and dilute our product to
please those with conflicting agendas.
I
thoroughly
enjoyed
the
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow and
delighted in Scotland’s success. What
will the legacy of these Games be? Well,
hopefully a healthier Scotland enjoying the
benefits of the great facilities, but for me it
was how the people of Glasgow and the rest
of Scotland embraced the Games, showing their welcome, their
friendliness, their capabilities and their confidence. Now there’s a
legacy to give us hope for the future!
Momentum is now building for the Festival of Architecture
2016. We have recognised the importance in our Strategy of what
its legacy should be. One of its main aims is to raise the awareness
of good quality architecture and design and promote all its benefits
to a much wider audience. I hope those of you reading this will
engage with the Festival and participate in whatever way you can.
It’s a chance to get the people of Scotland interested in all aspects
of architecture and to be more supportive of our great profession.
Finally, I’m really looking forward to the Doolan Award this
year. It will be tinged with sadness, given the circumstances, but
I’m sure Andy will be there in spirit when we announce the winner.
The thirteen contenders are already winners, each and every one!
So, the Doolan presentation will be a night of celebration for Andy,
for the creativity he fostered and for all that is good in Scottish
architecture.
MALCOLM COCHRANE

Legacy is a word very much in vogue these
days - ignore it at your peril! In simple
terms, it is something left or handed down,
hopefully something good and beneficial
for others, but not necessarily so.
As architects our legacies are the
buildings and spaces we create. Our
intention is to satisfy the requirements of
our clients and improve the quality of life
and wellbeing for everyone. That’s a huge
responsibility for all of us.
I was privileged to know Professor
Andy MacMillan, albeit not for as long as
some of you, and even more privileged to
spend with him what were sadly to be his
last days, chairing the Doolan Prize. He
was on fine form as we travelled around
Scotland and I enjoyed (as did my fellow judges) his anecdotes, his
observations, his sense of fun. He was a great Scottish architect,
an inspiring teacher and a fine man whose life was rich, full and
enjoyed right to the end.
I did not have the good fortune to have Andy as a teacher but
I can clearly remember as a student in the early seventies visiting
and being inspired by St Paul’s, Glenrothes, St Brides, East Kilbride
and St Peter’s College, Cardross. They exemplified why I wanted to
be an architect. This was what architecture was about!
Andy’s built legacy is there for all to see, although, sadly, not all
of it remains. But perhaps the most enduring part of Andy and his
partner Isi’s legacy was the passion for architecture and creativity
that they developed in the minds of their students and those who
worked with them.
Another old friend of the Incorporation who has sadly passed
away was Allen (Mick) Matheson PPRIAS. Poignantly we had only
just been in contact with Mick who provided his thoughts, as a
Past President, for the feature on Andy (see page 40) just a few
days before his own death, aged 88, after a long period of living
with cancer. Mick’s obituary will appear in the next issue of the

IAIN CONNELLY
PRESIDENT

A WORD FOR OUR SPONSORS: REMEMBER OUR ADVERTISERS ENABLE THIS MAGAZINE TO HAPPEN.
IF THEY ARE SUITABLE PLEASE PUT THEM ON YOUR TENDER LISTS AND TRY TO USE THEIR
PRODUCTS OR SERVICES. WE NEED THEIR CONTINUING SUPPORT!
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REGULARS // ARCHIVAL
55 YEARS AGO
EXTRACT FROM PROPECT NO.16,
WINTER 1959

FROM
OUR
ARCHIVE
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON
FRIAS, A FORMER EDITOR OF
THE RIAS MEMBERS’ JOURNAL
CONTINUES HIS REGULAR
SERIES
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Architects seeking to create “a fine
human environment” twist and turn with
introspection but perhaps there is some
cause for optimism. Five decades ago
planners uncomfortable with how post war
building replacement and new technologies
were reshaping towns and communities,
created an award scheme less focussed on
individual building design. Emphasising
‘context’, they sought broader consultation
beyond the profession’s Ivory Towers and
bred a new discipline: “urban design”. Three
decades later RIAS President John Spencely
blamed architectural failings on education
for being “all theory and no practice”. One
year ago, in his reflections on the first ten
years of the Andrew Doolan Award the late,
and much lamented, Prof. Andy Macmillan
was gratified to find excellence in remote
areas, as well as towns and cities.

The Civic Trust
The County Amenity Awards were
inaugurated by the Civic Trust this year
(1959) to encourage owners, architects,
engineers, planners, builders and the
public to take a greater interest in the
appearance of their towns and villages by
drawing attention to recent achievements
in this field.
Seventy County Councils adopted
the scheme. The President of the Royal
Institute of British Architects nominated
the Assessors on the basis of one per
county. There were two classes of Awards.
Class I for the new building, or group of
buildings, in the design of which most
regard has been paid to their relationship
with their surroundings. Class II, for other
types of development making the best
contribution to the improvement of the
local scene.
The type and quality of the entries
varied considerably. In one or two
Counties, Assessors reported that many
of the entries could almost be taken as
examples of what not to do. In other
Counties the entries had a bias towards
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25 YEARS AGO
EXTRACT FROM PROSPECT NO. 38,
AUTUMN 1989

1 YEAR AGO
RIAS QUARTERLY NO.15, AUTUMN
2013

Why then am I less sure that my
architectural education was as effective?
Because it was all theory and no practice.

My first encounter with Andy Doolan
was as his external examiner for his
finals at the Leeds School of Architecture.
Nevertheless, as we all know, Andy
sturdily survived and went on, not only to
become an architect of some stature, but
as a developer/architect, a patron of good
young practices of some note.
We met in Glasgow from time to
time, always cordially. Nevertheless I was
surprised when out of the blue, he phoned
me to say he wanted to set up a new major
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REFLECTING ON THE DOOLAN

15

STUDENT AWARDS
£10.00

Architecture is a strictly practical art. A
keen well educated mind, an artistic eye are
essential preconditions and our Schools
of Architecture are well able to find and
develop such attributes: but they cannot
provide the forum in which the gifted
student can test his art and be tested by
ruthless circumstances – only the building
process can do that.
So my quick fire solution requires all
Schools to have workshops, equipped and
staffed to allow students to make, and have
made, their construction details. If that is
an impossible dream, then solution 2 is to
restrict entry to Schools of Architecture
to students who have already served
an apprenticeship in the construction
industry and who could therefore graduate
in architecture in three years being able
thereafter to register with ARCUK as
graduate architects, and as architects after
a further three years practical experience
in design offices.
A pipedream? Well probably; we attach
so much social kudos to academic training
that the practical man is despised. The
drive away from the practical is probably
unstoppable. So much the worse for
society.
John Spencely PPRIAS

ISSN 2044-1851

the good architecture of a single building,
whereas the Trust is more anxious to
stimulate interest in the appearance of
town or village or street as a whole.
Six road improvement schemes and
four bridges were among the winning
entries and it is right that the public should
appreciate that features like these can
contribute to the good (or bad) appearance
of the local scene.
The other interesting entries cannot
all be referred to but it should be recorded
that amongst the architectural Awards
were three petrol filling stations, four
shops, public lavatories and a number of
bus shelters, information kiosks, pavilions
and other small structures. These types
of buildings are not always thought of by
the general public as being capable of such
excellent design qualities that they can
improve the street or square in which they
are put.

prize for architecture. He was fed up with
the, London-controlled, Stirling Prize
which never seemed to get beyond the
Metropolitan clique.
Sadly, Andy suddenly died in 2004,
his loss deeply felt. The Doolan family
continued to support the award, his
mother becoming its patron. The winners
have ranged from large to small, The
Scottish Parliament building, the revamp
of the National Museum of Scotland
through schools and offices to the small
Maggie’s Centre in Gartnavel, or the tiny,
but poetic An Turas on Tiree.
Thanks to Andy Doolan’s inspiration,
his eponymous prize reaches out to the
country beyond the Schools and the
Incorporation, encouraging builders and
clients to aim for quality. It reminds us
of our essential role in the provision of a
fine human environment, perhaps even
‘Architecture as Art’, inspirational, well
beyond adequacy!
Prof. Andy Macmillan OBE FRIAS
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technology to create the perfect conservatories,
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To find out more CALL US on
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centre or request a brochure.

Conservatory Design Centre
57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG
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LOA+DS ON GUIDE
ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN SCOTLAND
LEVEL 2, THE LIGHTHOUSE, MITCHELL LANE, GLASGOW, G1 3LX; MON-SAT 10.30AM-5PM, SUN 12PM-5PM
FROM THE CONTINUED EXPLORATION OF THE LEGACY OF THE XX COMMONWEALTH GAMES IN GLASGOW TO AN EXHIBITION ABOUT HEALTH BUILDINGS
DESIGNED FOR PEOPLE, ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN SCOTLAND PROVIDES A GREAT RANGE OF EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS AT THE LIGHTHOUSE, GLASGOW.

KEPPIE DESIGN

A+DS EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS AT THE LIGHTHOUSE

NOTICED BOARD EXHIBITIONS
LEVEL 2, THE LIGHTHOUSE

DEVELOPMENT WEST OF SCOTLAND SATELLITE RADIOTHERAPY FACILITY, KEPPIE DESIGN

GREEN2014: THE ENVIRONMENTAL
LEGACY OF THE COMMONWEALTH
GAMES IN GLASGOW
UNTIL 24 OCTOBER
GREEN2014 celebrates and showcases
the range of environmental legacy
projects being delivered by the Scottish
Government, Glasgow City Council,
The Games Organising Committee and
partners throughout and beyond the 2014
Commonwealth Games.
POSTCODE 3000
1 NOVEMBER – 28 JANUARY
Postcode 3000 explores the development
of Melbourne and particularly the reurbanisation of the city centre. Originally
created by the City of Melbourne to
explain city-making principles to citizens,
the exhibition highlights how recent
regeneration, focused on making better
streets and increasing activities for
people at street level, has transformed
the perception of the city centre from ‘an
empty useless space’ to a place which is
valued and enjoyed.

A PICTURE OF HEALTH: FROM
POLICY TO PLACES DESIGNED FOR
PEOPLE
14 NOVEMBER – 28 JANUARY
Over the past few years the NHS in
Scotland has embarked on a world-leading
process where the quality of new facilities
is formally considered in the decision
to fund them. In this exhibition you will
see how design briefs that give voice
to the needs of patients, staff and the
wider community are being used to guide
investment and improve outcomes for the
service and the public.
We hear from the people involved,
including the policy leaders and staff in
the NHS on how this is improving the
experience for patients and staff and
the sustainability and value of projects.
We celebrate the great facilities being
developed across Scotland and the design
talent that is making these visions of
health a reality. This exhibition has been
developed in partnership with Health
Facilities Scotland and the Scottish
Government’s Health and Social Care
Directorate.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.ads.org.uk | exhibitions@ads.org.uk | @ArcDesSoc

TRANSFERABLE LESSONS FROM
XX COMMONWEALTH GAMES,
GLASGOW 2014
1 NOVEMBER – 25 NOVEMBER
In early 2014 Architecture and Design
Scotland organised a Design Skills
Symposium in Glasgow to look specifically
at areas impacted by the Commonwealth
Games. The key lessons from the event
are presented in this short exhibition.
SEDA KRYSTYNA JOHNSON AWARD
2014
4 DECEMBER – 28 JANUARY
The five Scottish Schools of Architecture
have been joined by Sheffield University
to promote a project from their second
year curriculum for this year’s Krystyna
Johnson Award. Students work has been
chosen to recognise an ecological approach
from mainstream work, which also
unashamedly aims to produce an object of
beauty.
MATERIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
A LIBRARY OF SUSTAINABLE
BUILDING MATERIALS
PERMANENT (LEVEL 2)
The library showcases sustainable,
traditional and emerging low carbon
building products, promoting and
encouraging innovation in construction in
Scotland using indigenous resources.
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IMPRESSIONS OF TAORMINA
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON FRIAS OFFERS SOME ‘SNAPS’, SKETCHES AND PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON SICILY

ST GUISEPPE

Architects are understandably gratified by longevity in treasured
buildings. Even more rewarding is having one’s design continuously
updated and re-invented. Almost three thousand years ago an
anonymous architect designed a very fine Greek theatre on a
promontory in north east Sicily. No one could have guessed then
how many plaudits this remarkable building at Taormina would
accrue and how influential it would remain throughout the
centuries.
Classically arranged tiered seating around the circular
‘orchestra’ was hewn out of steep volcanic rock around 400BC,

forming an elegant open air ‘cradle’. Aligned to view Mount Etna,
the geological drama was then thought to enhance early theatrical
performances.
Later, the Romans also appreciated the brilliance of this
auditorium but proved less sentimental regarding its setting.
Gladiatorial combat required proscenium and backstage buildings
which vulgarised the composition to historical purists and, for
a period, obstructed appreciation of the dramatic landscape.
Lebanese MZ Architects, however, cited Taormina as inspiration
for their recent award winning music venue -Al Ain Stadium, UAE,

13
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FOOTHILLS OF ETNA, TAORMINA

BEACH AT SAN ANDREA, TAORMINA

PLAZA DUOMO, TAORMINA

GRECO TEATRO, TAORMINA

which similarly blurs architecture and nature, allowing audiences
to simultaneously interact with landscape and performances.
Teatro Greco’s most significant legacy is the enduring charm
of Taormina which owes its existence to the arena. Settlement
clings to Monte Tauro from sea level to high summits and for
centuries was interconnected only by narrow lanes and stairs.
The bustling main street, Corso Umberto, follows the contours
round from Porto Messina to Porto Catania. At the centre, Piazza
IX Aprile, defined by a Gothic church – now a library; a medieval
pend with clock tower and the charming 17th century St. Guiseppe

church; offers a unique public space open on its fourth side as a
vertiginous drop to the ocean.
Influences from Greek, Roman, Norman, Spanish and Moorish
invasions form an eclectic architecture. Engineering, however,
really dominates. The steep topography is peppered by tunnels,
cantilevered concrete ‘hairpins’ and elevated road sections,
challenging large commercial vehicles. Bespoke dwellings with
huge ‘glazed grins’ perch precariously on rocky viewpoints, retrofit
lift towers protrude through traditional roofscapes and connect
clifftop hotels to beach caves in ‘007’ style. Cable cars shuttle

14
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SANTA CATERINE, MAIN STREET, TAORMINA

between shops and shore, further enhancing glamorous flavours
at Taormina.
Goethe is reported to have described Taormina’s amphitheatre
as a “stupendous work of art and nature”. Gustav Klimt painted
his risqué ‘ancient theatre in Taormina’ here, D H Lawrence, Oscar
Wilde, Guy de Maupassant, Kaiser Wilhelm II and a seemingly
endless list of luminaries have been enthralled by this place.
“The Godfather”, filmed nearby in Savoca and Taormina’s
annual Film Festivals ensure that the Teatro remains an active,
flexible venue. Russell Crowe and stellar contemporaries launch

films and collect international awards here. A programme of
operas, classical concerts, pop divas and stadium bands continues
to sustain Taormina’s high glamour quotient. The surviving
elements of this, still busy, theatre may be predominantly Greek
and Roman but with simple additions of contemporary scaffolding,
smoke machines and a PA system, our anonymous architect has
achieved real sustainability in architecture, still relevant and busy
throughout its third millennium.
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON FRIAS
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Abbotsford House Visitor Centre Aberdeen Art Gallery Aegon Apex Hotel Baillie Gifford Bank of Scotland Bruntsfield Golf Club
Buccleuch Property Dana Petroleum Dobbies Dundee Contemporary Arts Centre Glen Coe Visitor Centre Historic Scotland
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Leading experts in contemporary furniture and interiors for twenty years

33/37 JEFFREY STREET EDINBURGH EH1 1DH T: 0131 556 6551
E: info@tangramfurnishers.co.uk www.tangramfurnishers.co.uk
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PLANNING

THE BEST LAID PLANS…!

Over recent years the Planning System has been subject to
change and adaptation to suit changing conditions. There has
been technological change leading to the submission of online
applications. There has been policy change, arising from changing
economic conditions and, in turn, increasing pressures on the
planning service. In addition, the effects of economic restraint
and the lack of funding for projects has had to be addressed.
These effects are passing and we are now equipped with updated
legislation, a new National Planning Framework document
and Consolidated Planning Policies. Economic activity is now
increasing and we have the opportunity to see if the system, as
improved, modified and regulated, is fit for purpose.
Within the RIAS Planning Committee we have played an active
part in the process of change, through preparation of responses
to consultations and participation in the Scottish Government’s
working groups, to bring forward the views of practitioners.
Feedback from members and practices is very important to us
and we have been able to promote these views at the Scottish
Parliament Committees and with the Scottish Government
officials at Victoria Quay.
Among the ongoing concerns to practitioners are the
continuing issues about consultations with planning officers
progressing through the ranks, fostered with encouragement
about a scheme, just to have it overturned on, what seems to be
the subjective views of a senior officer. There is evidence also of
Planning Authorities not registering applications on the strength

of some minor matters to be added or altered on the submission
and not making that clear for some weeks down the line.
The frustrations associated with the workings of Local Review
Bodies, as drawn from practitioners, has brought out a range of
shortcomings which include fundamental matters such as, “no
feeling of natural justice, an unfair process, no real appraisal and
examination of the issues, a one side process loaded on the side
of the local authority and the councilors were out of their depth,
unprepared and appeared to have made up their minds before they
started”. It terms of the EU Human Rights legislation there is, it
seems, no “fair and independent tribunal.”
The RIAS has developed a good and productive relationship
with senior officers in Government. Through constructive
liaison and active participation in the process of change and
evolution of the Planning System, it is important to draw out any
operational deficiencies from practice to help towards continuing
improvement. Planning should be seen as a positive process with
planning officers and local authorities as key participants.
The issues raised by members of the RIAS bring operational
problems into the open. The Incorporation is the right forum to
explore these as a necessary part of developing a system fit for
purpose, free from frustrations, delays and irrational changes of
direction. These issues will form the basis for further discussions
with Scottish Government.
HUGH W J CRAWFORD FRIAS
CONVENOR OF THE RIAS PLANNING COMMITTEE
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INSPIRO makes the smart home
of the future a reality today

The smart home of the future has become a reality today following
the launch of INSPIRO, a revolutionary system which allows homeowners control over all aspects of their home environment from
a single device, at home, or from wherever they are in the world.

INSPIRO is managed through a Smart Phone style touch and slide
control app which allows you to monitor and adjust every aspect of
your home environment, including zoned lighting and heating, energy
efficiency, audio and video, technology, home security, and much more.

If you’re a residential or commercial architect, looking to partner with a specialist home automation
or commercial AV company who offer CPD training and design and build consultancy, contact INSPIRO by d3 today.
FULLY AUTOMATED CONTROL - LIGHTING • HEATING • ENERGY • AUDIO & VIDEO • SECURIT Y AND MUCH MORE

Visit our website www.homecontrol.technology
or call 0330 223 0223 for a free information pack

Sauna and Steam Room Specialists
Not all sauna and steam room companies are created equal, Inca
UK are proud not to be merely resellers but manufacture
hand-crafted products in our own workshops. As bespoke UK
manufacturers of saunas and steam rooms, Inca UK are dedicated
to creating a relaxing and serene environment, incorporating a
sensory experience with lighting and sound to provide our clients
with the luxury they deserve.
By using glass and approved timbers, we provide our end user
with the feeling of space and comfort whilst enjoying the myriad of
health benefits derived from sauna bathing. Our steam rooms
feature the latest in high-end steam technology and, with a
comprehensive range of mosaic tiles, the client’s imagination is the
only limiting factor when it comes to creating the perfect design.
Inca UK supply and install our products to both the domestic and
commercial sectors and provide support to our clients from the
design process, through manufacture, installation and maintenance.
Every aspect of our work can be personalised to each client’s wishes,
whether that be mood lighting, incorporating the ambient glow of
the health-giving salt walls or creating bespoke tiled columns and
plinths into our steam rooms and wellness areas. Our company pride
ourselves on the reputation we have built for outstanding attention
to detail and second-to-none customer service.

+44 (0) 1505 850625
emma@incaukltd.co.uk · www.incaukltd.co.uk
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CROSS-PARTY GROUP

SCOTLAND HAS AN HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY – SO WHAT NEXT?
The Historic Environment Strategy for
Scotland, Our Place in Time, was published
in March 2014. Collaboratively produced
by individuals and organisations across
the heritage sector, it aims to provide a
vision and framework for co-ordinated
action across the diverse range of
people involved in looking after our
historic environment. Unsurprisingly,
it advocates a collaborative approach to
the process of valuing, caring for and
understanding the historic environment.
The strategy is the back-drop to the
creation of a new non-departmental
public body, Historic Environment
Scotland, which will continue the
combined functions of Historic Scotland
and the Royal Commission on Ancient
and Historic Monuments of Scotland
from April 2015, subject to the will of the
Scottish Parliament.
The Cross-Party Group on Architecture and the Built
Environment, chaired by Linda Fabiani MSP Hon FRIAS, met on
29 April 2014 to debate what the outcome of the strategy would
be, inviting four speakers to reflect on what could, and should,
happen next from their perspectives.
Dr Simon Gilmour, Director of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland stressed the continued need for clarity and transparency
in the governance of the strategy and touched upon a matter that
has a number of people have struggled with: if it is everyone’s
Strategy, who is ultimately accountable?
Adam Wilkinson, Director of Edinburgh World Heritage
proved mildly provocative contrasting the heritage values of the
conservation professional with those of the broader public. His
talk was illustrated with an image of a proud house owner standing
at the front door of their modest terraced house complete with
uPVC windows and satellite dish – conservation bête noir but
evidence of pride in place.
Eleanor McAllister OBE Hon FRIAS, Non-Executive Member
of Historic Scotland’s Advisory Committee and Transition
Advisory Board, described the strategy as “a triumph in itself,
coming, as it does, from a sector which, historically, has never

been able to define what the Historic
Environment is” but posed the question
of whether or not we are now ready to
work together to really deliver what we
have all promised in the strategy?
Similarly, Sarah MacKinnon, Chief
Executive of Strathclyde Buildings
Preservation Trust, thought that the
strategy was a stirring call to arms
and it is incumbent on those of us in
the business to answer that call. But,
like Adam, she questioned how it will
contribute to the delivery of community
led building conservation.
The discussion that followed teased
out further that tension between
professional expertise and community
value as the audience debated whether
or not this could result in devaluing
conservation rigour or, in heritage
without sizeable geographic communities, being neglected and
lost.
KEY POINTS OF THE STRATEGY
• Governance of the strategy must be transparent and accessible
to all.
• Communities and their values must be taken into account in
the historic environment.
• The strategy needs to be seen to be adopted by wider Scottish
Government, beyond the Culture & Heritage Directorate.
• Collaboration is imperative with the Scottish Government and
local government enabling and supporting communities.
One particularly pertinent comment came from a member
of the audience who emphasised the need for the sector to stop
talking to itself but to talk to others of the benefits and importance
of the historic environment. Ask not what everyone else can do for
heritage, but what can heritage do for everyone else?
EUAN LEITCH
ADVOCACY & COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
BUILT ENVIRONMENT FORUM FOR SCOTLAND

Anyone wishing to attend a meeting or simply looking for more information should contact Eugene Mullan on
0131 555 1414, e.mullan@smith-scott-mullan.co.uk, Further details on CPGs in general can be found by visiting
www.scottish.parliament.uk/msps/cross-party-groups.aspx
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KENNETH BLACKBURN RIAS

WHAT I
DID ON MY
HOLIDAYS
THIS IS OUR SECOND, ANNUAL ‘WHAT I DID ON MY
HOLIDAYS’ FEATURE. ALONGSIDE A WELCOME REVISIT
FROM KENNETH BLACKBURN RIAS ARE CHRIS RHODES
RIAS AND PAST PRESIDENT DOUG READ WITH OTHER

ILLUSTRATED ESSAYS – EACH PROVIDING INSIGHTS
THROUGH AN ARCHITECT’S EYES. HOPEFULLY THEY
WILL INSPIRE YOU TO NEW HOLIDAY PLANS – OR
AMBITIONS.
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MARJAN PENINSULA

DIFFERENT BUILDINGS OF
DIFFERENT AGES MEET IN SPLIT

SKRADINSKI BUK POOLS IN KRKA
NATIONAL PARK

RESTORED CROATIAN CHURCH AT
SKRADINSKI BUK

DUBROVNIK ROOFTOPS

SPLUT AIRPORT ORGANIC CANOPY

CHURCH IN SKRADIN

SKRADIN LANES

HVAR ISLAND

TROGIR FROM CATHEDRAL BELL
TOWER

CRYSTAL CLEAR WATERS IN CIOVO

MARJAN SUMMIT

DIOCLETIAN’S PALACE

PALACE AT NIGHT

CHURCH IN SKRADIN

HVAR TOWN
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WHAT I DID ON MY HOLIDAYS
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ARCHITECT ‘SPOTTED’ ON THE DALMATIAN COAST
A few months ago I read a very sobering online article highlighting

sell dried fruit along the hillside paths. Think New Lanark, but

the world’s top cities to visit before you turn thirty. Turning

warm. In the afternoon I took the local ferry from Split to Trogir,

twenty-nine this year, the alarm bells were ringing! Considering

a Venice-like Heritage Site nestled between the mainland and the

myself reasonably well travelled I had managed to visit some,

island of Čiovo.

but by no means all, of the places on this bucket list for twenty-

The island of Brač, the largest island in Dalmatia and home

somethings. It seemed that the only destination I could get to

to several picturesque resorts such Supetar and Bol, was my

at short notice (without re-mortgaging my flat) was the Adriatic

destination the following day. The long beach of Zlatni Rat

resort of Split, Croatia’s second city – not somewhere I’d ever have

stretches into the sea, a haven for watersport enthusiasts and

thought of going, but I reckoned cheap flights twice a week direct

sun worshippers. Bol has been widely recognised as one of the

from Glasgow was a sign!

Adriatic’s finest resorts for decades. A lazy day on Čiovo island

So I packed my bags and escaped the Commonwealth fever for
sunnier shores. Boarding the plane with my hand luggage. I was
completely unprepared for what lay ahead.

followed, enjoying the white shingle beaches at Slatine.
Travelling through Croatian farmlands and a small coastal
portion of Bosnia & Herzegovina, my last full day took me to

Split, my base, is the principle city of the Dalmatia region, home

Dubrovnik. A UNESCO Heritage Site, the old town escaped much

to countless islands and several UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

of the devastation experienced by the surrounding territory during

Travelling by foot, bus, boat and, yes, even the world’s least co-

the conflicts of the 1990s. There is a small museum dedicated

operative bicycle, I endeavoured to savour every scintillating sight

to that war. For decades, people have dropped anchor here to

on offer. When they carved up Yugoslavia, Croatia commandeered

experience the ancient city and its buildings (and now because

the coastline. I can see why.

Game of Thrones is filmed there!). The 2km long city walls, which

My first full day was spent touring Split and Diocletian’s Palace

were once free, now cost 100 kuna (about £10) to circumnavigate.

Heritage Site which dates back to the 4th century when the vast

Before my flight home, I braved the choppy seas on the Hvar

fortress was constructed as the emperor’s retirement residence.

catamaran, almost getting stranded on the island in the process!

The cannibalised ruins of this former palace form much of the

While waiting on my delayed flight, I took some parting shots of

heart of the medieval city. Actors in Roman regalia wander the

the airport canopy, before finally running out of memory on my

narrow streets and the scent of locally harvested lavender fills the

camera.

market squares. By night the ruins are illuminated and the quarter
fills with music and dancing late into the night.

I have subsequently learned that Robert Adam visited the
region, documenting the buildings some 250 years ago, although

The second day I toured the, car-free, Marjan peninsula,

he was in his mid-thirties by the time he got round to going… So,

adjacent to Split, by bike. This area is home to the city’s zoo,

whilst not the first Scots architect to enjoy Croatia, I find myself

forest park and countless beaches and lidos. Former dictator Tito,

in good company.

perhaps in homage to Diocletian, sited his neo-classical holiday
house, Vila Dalmacija, here. In the evening, fuelled with local

KENNETH BLACKBURN RIAS

pasta, I cycled up the 178m Marjan summit to survey a serene
sunset over Split.
On the third day, I travelled by bus to the Krka National Park,
to survey the waterfalls and bathe in the pools of Skradinski Buk,
adjacent to a reconstructed milling village where fruit vendors
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WHAT I DID ON MY HOLIDAYS

A CAPITAL VISIT
ALL IMAGES DOUG READ PPRIAS

For architects the expression a ‘trip to Spain’ is often synonymous
with a trip to Barcelona. However, Spain has other architectural
attractions. My wife Judith had to visit the Prado to research
Rogier van der Weyden’s Deposition from the Cross, so to Madrid we
went at Easter 2014. We found a hotel close to the Plaza Espana,
thankfully with excellent sound proofing because it was even
closer to a Heavy Metal night club. Heavy Metal fans of all ages,
wearing Judas Priest, Motorhead and Kiss T-shirts, hung around a
specialist record shop, adding an unexpectedly picturesque quality
to the area.
On our first visit to Madrid in 2008 we caught the opening
of Herzog & De Meuron’s Caixa Forum. Apart from the Corten
clad upper levels, the eye goes straight to the planted wall in the
external courtyard. This is one of those features that make you
wonder, “Will this work?”. Initially it looked conceived more in
hope than expectation. In 2008 I was, frankly, sceptical. However,
I am pleased to say it now looks fantastic. The planting has taken
off and looks like a Hundertwasser painting brought to life.

Caixa Forum is just one of the major galleries along the Paseo del
Prado. Along its length are three of the world’s major art galleries,
the Prado, the Thyssen-Bornemisza and the Reina Sofía. Together
their collections form a catalogue of astonishing breadth and
depth, spanning generations of masters from Hieronymus Bosch
to Picasso. The surrounding area was successfully refashioned into
a, pedestrian friendly, cultural quarter by Alvaro Siza in 2004.
The Thyssen was originally an 18th century palace. In 1990 Ian
Ritchie designed three glass lift towers to the upper levels. These
are stunning, still look new and afford fabulous views from the
top. The interior was very effectively rehabilitated in 1992 by
Rafael Moneo, then extended in 2004 by Barcelona architects
Manuel Baquero, Robert Brufau, and BOPBAA (Josep Bohigas,
Francesc Pla & Iñaki Baquero).
The Reina Sofia, originally an 18th century hospital, renovated
as an art gallery in 1986, was dramatically extended by Jean
Nouvel in 2005. Its most prominent feature is the soaring, cherryred,metal canopy which crashes into the older building. Despite
the volume of visitors – many to see Picasso’s Guernica – it too
still looks new.
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with a botanical garden and a rather wonderful Winter Gardens
style café. As a getaway from all this culture the nearby Parque
del Buen Retiro, provides a break from the city. It has its own
architectural treasures, notably the Crystal Palace by Ricardo
Velázquez Bosco (1887) inspired by Joseph Paxton’s iconic, lost,
glasshouse of the same name for the Great Exhibition of 1851.
One of Madrid’s lesser known architectural and artistic
treasures is the Royal Chapel of St Anthony of La Florida on the
other side of town from the major galleries. Here the dome and
ceiling were decorated by Goya. His remains were transferred
here in 1919. A fairly simple neo-classical exterior is a foil to
spectacular frescos by one Spain’s most famous sons – and it’s
almost unknown. Certainly worth Googling!

The Prado is one of the world’s greatest galleries. Designed
by Juan de Villanueva in 1785 as a museum, it was extended by
Rafael Moneo in 2004 in brick and stone. What looks like a modest
addition from the outside belies an elegant series of spaces with
the inevitable shop and restaurant, as well as lecture facilities and
galleries. Its very simplicity has prevented it becoming at all oldfashioned or tired.
At the end of this procession of galleries, each requiring several
hours to visit, lies Atocha Station, which gained notoriety as the
site of a terrorist attack in 2004. Now however it is a place of calm,

(Footnote: the visit to Madrid was well worthwhile - Judith gained
an OU First Class Honours Degree for her thesis!)
DOUG READ PPRIAS
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WHAT I DID ON MY HOLIDAYS

HEILAN’ HAMES
On our family glamping holiday to the Cairngorms with three
children (4, 7 and 11) and a wife loathe to ‘look at more buildings’,
we had initially planned to visit the Highland Folk Museum at
Newtonmore as it was ‘open air’. We had heard of its children’s
play park from friends. However this was also a, thinly veiled,
attempt to shoehorn a soupçon of culture and heritage into the
trip. The fact that it has a collection of early 1700s to mid-1900s
buildings, fantastically maintained, all on one site (houses, school,
bothy, croft, workshops, tents etc.) and a few period clad teachers,
vernacular inhabitants and Redcoats to impart ‘olden days’ stories/
knowledge made the visit all the more family-friendly.
The children were surprisingly transfixed. First of all, by the
1930s rural schoolhouse, where, as soon as we walked through the
door we were reprimanded for being late to class, told to sit down
immediately and given paper and a fountain pen to practise our
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writing. The appropriately dressed teacher, Mrs Brodie, gripped
a well-used tawse menacingly. To the children’s delight my wife
yelped and jumped when said belt suddenly struck her desk loudly
for having her elbows on the table and talking.
At the far end of the museum ‘grounds’ there was also a brief
glimpse of the recently completed storage and administration
facility for the museum by HRI Architects. I would like to have
visited, but instead had to settle for a tractor ride. With allusions
to industrial rural architecture clearly evident, this new building
sits appropriately in its setting and contributes positively to
the overall feel of the museum, as the latest in a series of built
‘updates’ to the wider site and tying the very old and very new
together nicely.
The tractor ride took us back down through the ‘village’ to the
opposite end of the museum, showing various eras of settlement
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along the way and ending up at the site’s original ‘township’ dating
from medieval to early 1800s. Rebuilt in 2007 with painstaking
attention to detail in the cruck frame, stone/turf walling with
reed-thatched roofing – two of the buildings still had working fire
pits and you really get a sense of how life must have been in such
an oppressively dark, smoke-filled structure.
There was also a cruck-frame scale model which visitors were
encouraged to try their hand at erecting, aided by correspondingly
numbered timber members for each joint. Naturally, I felt obliged
to assist the children in this medieval Lego challenge, long after
the children gave up to learn about rudimentary grenades from
the Redcoat.
So, with the school visit, tractor ride, cruck-frame building,
along with some red squirrels, wildcats and a ‘ye olde sweet

shoppe’, I actually enjoyed myself and perhaps even learned
something about vernacular building technology.
We later visited Loch Ness and the carefully conserved
Urquhart Castle, but that’s another story. Suffice to say that the
multi-media Loch Ness Visitors Centre at Drumnadrochit holds
the children’s attention well with videos, models and voiceover
tales of Nessie and the history of the Loch. The children also found
it hilarious to keep pronouncing ‘Drumnadrochit’ in a twee Scotch
accent, reminiscent of the late Robin Williams as Mrs Doubtfire.
You could fit the entire population of the world six times over
into Loch Ness, it contains more fresh water than all the lakes in
England and Wales combined and it’s deeper than the BT Tower is
tall – who knew?
CHRIS RHODES RIAS
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“A GOOD WALK SPOILED” (MARK TWAIN)

DOUGLAS BROWN RIAS

25 YEARS OF INTER-CHAPTER GOLF

At a meeting in RIAS HQ in 1989 to discuss ways of acknowledging
150 years of the forming of Scotland’s first professional body for
architects, the Architectural Institute of Scotland, Norman Mclean
suggested an Inter Chapter golf event. RIAS had only some years
before become involved in what is now the RIBA Regional golf
event. It was felt a similar RIAS event would be worthwhile.
The inaugural event took place on 18 June 1990 at Crieff Golf
Club, central to all Chapters. In 1991 the Crieff clubhouse was a
row of cottages. On the day, 44 architects attended. Each Chapter
team was resplendent in their individual coloured sweaters
embroidered with the RIAS badge. Aberdeen were in red and
Glasgow in maroon, memory sadly fails to recall other Chapters’
colours. The first Chapter name on the trophy was Aberdeen with
367 points. The first individual winner was Eddie Lancaster from
Inverness with 81 stableford points (off full handicap of 20).
Sponsorship had been secured from Giscol Brick who
presented the trophy still played for today. Other main sponsors
through the years have included Owens Corning, who presented
the RIAS Challenge Salver in 1997, a glass plate trophy, now used
for the Chapter in runner up position. Dan Stewart of Aberdeen
presented the Individual trophy in 2006 having had the best
individual score the year before.

28

Every Chapter has won the trophy at least once, the current
scores being: Edinburgh 9 times (1994, 1995, 1999, 2006, 2007,
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013), Glasgow 8 times (1991, 1992, 1993, 2001,
2002, 2003, 2005, 2008), Dundee 3 times (1996, 1997, 1998),
Aberdeen once (1990), Stirling (2000), and Inverness (2004), and a
combined Stirling/Aberdeen team in 2009.
There have been some memorable events and days over the
years, including:
• a hole in one at the 4th on the Dornoch course with a 205 yard
5 iron by Glen Wade (Edinburgh) in 2006 (still waiting for the
drinks though),
• 21st May 2009: Allan Mudie, played eight holes then left the
course to be by his wife’s side for their new arrival at 2pm
(Hugo Keith Neil Mudie, 8lbs 14oz) and
• the infamous ‘Staberdeen’ team that won in 2009 (much to
Edinburgh’s annoyance!).
Significantly this annual event has also led to the seven man
Scotland RIBA team to have representatives from every Chapter
since 2004 and has widened the choice of players able to participate
in the annual golf matches with the Chartered Surveyors Golfing
Society, the Law Society of Scotland and the Triangular golf event,
Scotland/Ulster/Ireland.
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A former RIAS Council member once described the event as
a “jolly.” He never attended so could not see the interaction and
comparison of practice problems during the day. Indeed it could
be said to be productive CPD whilst enjoying golf.
The 25th event on 21st May 2014 was as enjoyable as the 24
previous and thanks go to the sponsors on the day Gillies Gas
and Renewables (enquiries@gilliesgas.co.uk) and Catnic (contact
john.x.bennet@tatasteel.com).
A special President’s Team involving six from the original event
in 1990, RIAS President, Iain Connelly and RIAS Golf Captain,
Keith McFarlane also participated in the “silver” anniversary event.
The results were:
Edinburgh (327), Glasgow (302), Aberdeen (297), Stirling (295),
Presidents (287), Inverness (282), Dundee (268). Best Ferntower:

Stephen Miles (Glasgow 35), Best Dornock: Jack Aitken (Stirling
35), Best Combined: John Mackenzie (Edinburgh 70), Nearest
pin 17th: Joe Narsapur (Dundee), Nearest pin 8th: David Smith
(Stirling), Longest Drive: Ferntower John Frollani, Longest Drive:
Dornock Eoghain Fiddes (Aberdeen) / Iain Connelly PRIAS.
Edinburgh host the tournament next year and it’s already
booked for Wednesday 20th May 2015. Any architect with golfing
aspirations for 2015 or any of the RIAS golf events should contact
Keith McFarlane initially at togmcf@hotmail.com, their Chapter
President, or the RIAS.
DOUGLAS BROWN RIAS

CPD for breakfast?

Come along to one of our breakfast CPD events - we’ll tell you all about JJI-Joists and we’ll buy you
a coffee and a bacon roll into the bargain. Our CPDs are fully accredited and will count towards
your annual figures. We’ll be running sessions, initially in Edinburgh, between 8am and 8.45 during
November. The session will include technical benefits, environmental issues, use in floors, walls and
roofs as well as cassette and panelised systems.
If you’d like to come along, email jji-joists@jamesjones.co.uk and we’ll drop
you a line when dates are confirmed.
www.jamesjones.co.uk/ewp
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POLITICS

AFTER THE REFERENDUM

So all over bar the shouting. Scotland said ‘No’. But anyone who
imagines that means business as usual is very much mistaken.
More devolved powers have been promised and the rest of the UK
has been shaken out of its lethargy over what Tam Dalyell Hon
FRIAS famously pitched as the ‘West Lothian Question.’
The seemingly inevitable outcome will be significantly more
powers at Holyrood and significantly less power for Scottish
MPs at Westminster. It also seems unlikely that voting patterns
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in Scotland will ever revert to the pre-referendum orthodoxy.
According to the press, all three of what were historically referred
to as the mainstream Westminster parties have much ground to
make up in Scotland before the 2015 General Election. Undoubtedly
we live in interesting times.
It seems that the academic experts and political pundits who
make a living out of interpreting the runes on all this stuff really
have no idea about what happens in the medium to long term.
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Any pontificating from yours truly on what the political landscape
might look like in even five years’ time is therefore a waste of
words. However the much shorter term, as promised by Gordon
Brown, may hold opportunities for architects.
Now the necessary preamble is that the RIAS’ Council is yet
to determine, on behalf of our membership, just how we should
be proceeding on all that follows. This is therefore to an extent
a revisit to the issues raised by Andy Bruce FRIAS in the spring
Quarterly. It also considers issues raised by members, some
vociferous, some influential, a few both.
Andy opened his review of the referendum with outlining
the need, post September 18th, for a consideration of the “stuff”
and “aspirations” which might affect the architectural profession,
arguably irrespective of the outcome:
“‘Stuff ’ refers to the practical, legislative, operational and
governmental aspects which define and frame the practice of
architecture in Scotland and the areas of interconnectivity
and joint enterprise with RIBA, the rest of the UK and
internationally. “Aspirations” is more intangible but equally
fundamental; as a wee country that has influenced the world,
how would Scottish independence affect our architecture
culturally, aesthetically and philosophically? What would
Scotland’s place be in the architectural world; how would it talk
to the rest of the UK and Europe; how would it seek to promote
itself; and how would it invite the rest of the world to view
Scotland?”
While much of Andy’s considerations were based on the more
radical potential outcome of the “indyref”, several of the aspects he
reviewed might be equally susceptible to inclusion in a package of
new devolved powers. If, for example, a new basis of professional
regulation were considered, more akin to the Irish model, of
the register and concomitant responsibilities being held by the
national professional body, that could certainly be asked for.
Protection of function, the historical norm is undoubtedly a
much stronger regime for the consumer and akin to the preferred
system in much of the rest of Europe, thus long an aspiration.
To date the settlement determined in the Architects Act 1997, by
the then Thatcher Government, which founded the Architects
Registration Board, has generally been accepted by successor
legislatures as providing a sufficient regulatory regime.

Transfer of powers of regulation relating to all of the
professions to the Scottish legislature might, however, be an easy
mechanism by which Westminster could devolve a whole raft of
responsibility to Scotland. The Scottish Government would then,
of course, be presented with the dilemma of establishing a new
quango (when they have deliberately been divesting themselves
of such responsibilities over the last few years) or talking to the
professional institutes. The RIAS would certainly be willing to
engage in such dialogue.
Of course, the RIAS has always, since its inception, worked
in close liaison with the RIBA. Joint membership remains the
preferred option for the majority of our members. There is no
question that membership of the RIBA is a significant benefit,
particularly perhaps for those who operate outwith Scotland.
No matter how much of a conceit we might have for ourselves
it is simply the fact that the Incorporation will never be able to
offer the same heft or credibility for clients elsewhere in the UK
or overseas as our big sister institute in the South. It’s a matter of
scale. In addition, of course, certainly for the foreseeable future,
having a lobby at Westminster through the RIBA remains a benefit
in relation to those aspects of legislation relevant to the profession
which continue un-devolved. And the modest additional premium
for joint membership, per our fairly robust agreement with the
Institute, still offers very good value for money.
Validation of education remains at the UK level, through
RIBA and ARB. The long established, seven years plus, system
of architectural teaching is changing which will impose its own
demands. It is difficult to detect any real appetite among the five
Scottish Schools for prescription any closer to home.
Finally, of course, international relations. A ‘yes’ vote might
have demanded a radical review of whether we might broaden
our membership base firth of here. Embassies in every European
capital perhaps? However, our partnership agreement with the
RIBA, a partnership which persists following the referendum,
was predicated on the notion that they could have the world if we
could keep little Scotland. On reflection, even after all the noise
and clamour, it’s not such a bad wee corner of the planet.
NEIL BAXTER HON FRIAS
SECRETARY & TREASURER
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the festival of architecture 2016
strategy

Shaping
Scotland
Stuart MacDonald
Eleanor McAllister

2016
THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE EXTRACTS GIVING A FLAVOUR OF THE CLOSE TO FINAL DRAFT OF OUR, SOON TO BE
PUBLISHED, STRATEGY FOR THE FESTIVAL OF ARCHITECTURE 2016. ITS JOINT AUTHORS, ELEANOR MCALLISTER
OBE HON FRIAS AND PROFESSOR STUART MACDONALD OBE, HAVE DONE AN EXTRAORDINARY JOB, BRINGING
TOGETHER THE THOUGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS OF OUR, OVER FORTY, PARTNER ORGANISATIONS TO GIVE REAL
COHERENCE TO OUR EXCITING PLANS FOR WHAT MIGHT WELL BE THE SINGLE MOST AMBITIOUS YEAR-LONG
CELEBRATION OF A NATION’S ARCHITECTURE EVER UNDERTAKEN.
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mirrored outlook, balquhidder
© Ross Campbell. Photography.
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2016

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Vision

Themes

Governance and management

Programme content and
delivery

In June 2013, in its new Policy on

The Festival of Architecture will be

The umbrella theme is “Shaping Scotland”

The organising group for the Festival

The programme will be coordinated

themed, programmes delivered through a

Architecture, Creating Places, the Scottish

a nationwide celebration of how

which allows a diverse range of activities

will be the 2016 Creative Partnership,

from the RIAS headquarters in Edinburgh

series of ‘Hubs’ based in Scotland’s seven

Government announced its support for a

architecture and design shapes Scotland,

from international exhibitions to

involving the Chairs and/or Senior Officers

where the Creative Programmer will

cities:

Festival of Architecture in 2016 to be led

transforming its places and benefitting

community workshops. The nationwide

of the participating bodies and funders.

ensure that the national and touring

by the Royal Incorporation of Architects

its people and their lives. It will reach

programme will be targeted on a range

Below that a Senior Officer Group will

activities reflect the overall theme of

in Scotland (RIAS). The Festival was to

out to a wide audience, nationally and

of audiences and interests, all focused on

meet regularly to provide oversight of

the Festival. Projects proposed for the

be a free standing entity but closely

internationally, inspire and engage

how architecture has shaped Scotland to

programme development and budget

national programme including a major

linked to the events to be held under the

young and old, professional and non-

date and the potential for the future.

management. A Creative Programmer

exhibition in Edinburgh curated by

banner of the wider Year of Innovation,

professional with a diverse programme

will be appointed to direct and manage

the RSA, which aims to be the largest

Architecture and Design (YIAD).

of activities, leaving a legacy of tools

invited to create events and activities

day to day activities and a further two

exhibition on architecture ever held in

and resources to help individuals and

under four sub themes: Shaping Place,

posts will be created: one to manage the

Scotland. In the Lighthouse, Scotland’s

communities shape their future.

Shaping Potential, Shaping Engagement

RIAS content, the second to coordinate

Centre for Architecture and Design,

and Shaping Global Connections.

This report was commissioned by the
RIAS to provide guidance on the Strategy,

Participants in the Festival will be

the delivery of the regional and local

in Glasgow, a proposed exhibition on

Vision, Programme, Governance and

programmes. Partner organisations

architecture and science fiction should

Economic Impact of the year-long

will provide help in kind as part of their

attract a wide audience. A cities ‘expo’ in

Festival.

activities and there will be posts created

Edinburgh will feature pavilions reflecting

to cover the education component, PR

the character and aspirations of invited

and resource management.

international partner cities.
Nationwide touring exhibitions will

1. Aberdeen at Peacock Visual Arts:
Shaping Engagement
2. Dundee at Creative Dundee:
Shaping Potential
3. Edinburgh at the Royal Scottish
Academy: Shaping Global Connections
4. Glasgow at the Lighthouse, Scotland’s
Centre for Design and Architecture:
Shaping Place
5. Inverness at the XpoNorth Festival:
Shaping Potential
6. Perth and Kinross Council:
Shaping Place
7. Stirling at Creative Stirling in
partnership with icecream architecture

be programmed by the RIAS and its six

and Artlink Central:

area Chapters with major public events

Shaping Engagement

in each of Scotland’s cities and a lively
programme in their rural hinterlands.
There will also be a series of shorter,

An education component will feature
in each of these programmes. In addition,

6

7

1.5

Value added: target audiences
and economic impact
other educational activities will be

Audiences

Additional Spend

delivered to reflect the Curriculum for

The summer exhibition in Glasgow, the

The Scottish Tourism Multiplier Study

Excellence for 3/18 years old.

Festival Expo and the winter exhibition

provides standard supplier and income

A mentoring programme for secondary

in Edinburgh, are estimated to attract

multipliers for the tourism sector. This

schools will be promoted by the Scottish

approximately 30,000 and 50,000 visitors,

estimates that the combined supplier

Government’s Science and Engineering

respectively. The RIAS Scotstyle and

and income effect for an urban location

Education Advisory Group.

Ideal Hut shows are estimated to attract

is 1.46 at the local level with a multiplier

The programme in each of the Hubs

30,000 and 40,000 respectively as they

of 1.73 at the Scottish level. Once the

will be inclusive of the communities which

tour the country. Comprehensive PR and

budget for the event is finalised, the direct

they serve. Volunteers will be recruited

marketing will ensure wide circulation

expenditure can be applied to these

to assist with the activities and their

of information. Promotional activity will

formulae and values assessed for the

evaluation.

include a dedicated website.

major exhibitions and the Hubs. This will

Each Hub will require to provide

mareel, lerwick
Gareth Hoskins Architects
© Phatsheep Photography

chapel of st albert the great, edinburgh
Simpson & Brown

provide some information on the increase

information on their approach to

Evaluation

in expenditure in Scotland as a result of

delivering the education content and their

Given the geographical spread of Festival

the Festival.

policies to deliver wider access to their

activity, and the level of spend in each

programme and how volunteers will assist

area, the evaluation will mostly be self-

in its delivery and monitoring.

assessed and managed through surveys

© Chris Humphreys

at venues and local interviews.
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olympia, glasgow
Page\Park Architects

phoenix flowers, glasgow
7N Architects

© Andrew Lee

© Dave Morris Photography
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Remit
scottish water – the bridge
Reiach and Hall Architects
© Andrew Lee
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Preamble

Fit with wider Year of
Innovation, Architecture and
Design 2016

Strategy

Vision

This strategy is the outcome of

other initiatives, particularly links with

In June 2013, in its new Policy on

Whilst the strategy for the Festival

This strategy seeks to present a

The Festival of Architecture will be

consultancy work undertaken by Eleanor

the Government’s designated Year of

Architecture, Creating Places, the Scottish

of Architecture was developed as a

coherent process that interconnects

a nation-wide celebration of how

McAllister and Stuart MacDonald

Innovation, Architecture and Design

Government announced its support for a

freestanding entity, it offers a number

Vision, Aims, Objectives, Outcomes

architecture and design shapes Scotland,

between February and May 2014.

2016.

Festival of Architecture in 2016 to be led

of mutual benefits to the wider, themed

and Key Themes and which informs the

transforming its places, its people and

by the Royal Incorporation of Architects

year, not least the fact that architecture

development of the Festival programme

their lives. It will reach out to a wide

Working with the leadership of the RIAS
and its partners, the four priority tasks

3. Organisation and Governance

in Scotland, working in partnership with

subsumes innovation and design. For

and its governance and delivery. This also

audience, nationally and internationally,

for the consultants were to develop:

An effective delivery model with

a range of interested bodies. Since that

example, as a coherent, pan-Scotland

underpins the partnership arrangements

inspire and engage young and old,

appropriate governance and

announcement significant progress

initiative with a novel partnership model

by providing a dedicated brief for each

professional and non-professional, with

1. A Strategic Vision

organisational structures that reflects

has been made through nation-wide

for delivery, from creative networks to

collaborator organisation, leading

a diverse programme of activities, leaving

A vision for the Festival of Architecture

the Festival’s objectives and priorities

consultation and networking in scoping

national institutions, it offers geographical

ultimately to detailed Key Performance

a legacy of tools and resources to help

2016, transforming the existing aims

and is consistent with a short-life project,

the Festival, its broad aims, indicative

spread and impact. By embracing a range

Indicators (KPIs) to aid evaluation.

individuals and communities shape the

and objectives into a manageable set

including recommendations for the

content, focus and reach.

of engaging activities from exhibitions to

of strategic objectives, encompassing a

shape and capabilities of the operational

number of key themes, accessible to a

team.

wide audience.

In September 2013 the First Minister

future.

workshops to public events, it covers a

announced the official designation of

broad audience. Its large scale exhibitions

2016 as Scotland’s Year of Innovation,

are an attraction to international cultural

4. Business Planning

Architecture and Design, further

as well as local tourists and, importantly,

2. Programming

A business case for the Festival, based

affirmation of the Government’s support

its proposed partnerships with Education

A programme framework maximising

on the proposed programme, including

of the proposed Festival. This strategy

Scotland and higher education offer a

audience reach, engagement and

a realistic budget (separately published),

builds upon that development activity.

model in terms of legacy.

impact, as well as identifying specific

marketing plan, projected audience

curatorial, educational and legacy

figures, pre Festival programming,

Festival may be seen as a conducive

needs. Distinguishing the Festival from

monitoring and support for post Festival

centrepiece of the wider Year from which

similar events to increase marketability,

evaluation.

other elements, relating to innovation and

Therefore, it is proposed that the

whilst taking cognisance of the Scottish

design, can hang comfortably. The Festival

Government’s architecture policy and

strategy may also provide a template for
developing these other elements.

12
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2.5

2.6

2.7

Aims

Objectives

Outcomes

The Festival will set out to:

The Festival will:

The Festival will deliver:

The programme will be achieved

Legacy through a range of tools in

Enhanced tourist, visitor and

through collaboration between national

electronic and traditional format,

participation numbers and other

• engage the widest possible audience

• develop an engagement strategy that

An engagement strategy that helps

and local agencies and organisations and

drawing upon the transformational

economic impacts.

across Scotland in shaping the thinking

demystifies architecture and design,

members of the Festival’s partnership

delivered from a series of central ‘Hubs’,

learning within the Festival to inspire and

and practice of architecture and

reaching across Scotland through a

network to differentiate and target the

with satellite venues, in each city. These

support future developments.

design,

broad partnership network,

audience by segments, providing advice

venues will interact with the RIAS Chapters

appropriate to communities, individuals,

and other partners.

• celebrate the achievements of Scottish

• deliver an inspirational public

In liaison with Education Scotland,
Children in Scotland, schools of

architects and designers nationally and

programme that addresses a range

visitors and groups, and which provides

internationally, especially the younger

of interests and needs, celebrating

maximum opportunity for participants

A learner, youth and community-led

Government’s Science and Engineering

design excellence, especially the role of

to shape their own involvement whether

programme to demonstrate the impact

Advisory Group and other educational

younger design practitioners,

through co-design or social media.

they can have on shaping place while also

bodies.

generation,
• raise awareness of architecture’s social,
economic and cultural importance,

• create an integrated education, youth

This will be achieved with a series of

Excellence and other learning approaches

New capabilities and capacities

• leave a legacy of tools and resources

underpins Curriculum for Excellence

and collaborator.

within and outwith schools and other

promoting innovation through the

for individuals and communities,

and meets other strategic needs and

places of learning, reflecting the Festival

transformative power of architecture

A public programme of exhibitions,

themes and integrating with the other

and design, and the role of public policy,

public events, workshops, seminars,

programme elements - exhibitions,

highlighted where appropriate.

that will leave a legacy for education

lectures, conferences and expos,

workshops etc.

and youth and community services as

Scotland-wide, organised under the

well as design professionals,

thematic umbrella “Shaping Scotland” that

national and local agencies and authorities,

abroad, encouraging novel commissions,

facilitates celebration and participation

collaborating with architecture and design

partnerships, networks and collaborations,

and comprises four sub-themes: Shaping

professionals.

and pushing disciplinary boundaries.

policy,
• contribute to Scotland’s attraction as a
tourist destination.

outcomes,
• produce a range of tools and resources

• develop new capacities within the
architecture and design sectors,
• grow visitor numbers across Scotland
through a diverse programme.

within the brief to each partner/collaborator.

supporting the goals of Curriculum for

briefs prepared for each delivery partner

• underpin and compliment public

and advice on this activity will be included

architecture, art and design, the Scottish

and community-led programme that

past, present and future,

Quantitative data will be collected for
each element of the Festival programme

This will be achieved in partnership with

This will be delivered through
celebrating achievement at home and

Place; Shaping Potential; Shaping
Engagement; and Shaping Global
Connections.

14

15

3
Festival delivery

house at colbost
Dualchas

16

© Andrew Lee

36

17

A U T U M N 2 014 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

3.1

3.2

Themes

Governance, management and
delivery

Umbrella Theme - Shaping Scotland

also allows ideas to coalesce around

methods will therefore be used to

Governance

Architecture and Design. The Creative

Operational management

Shaping Scotland is the overarching

engagement and delivery. This theme

differentiate and attract a wide audience

The delivery of such a complex, wide

Partnership will include strategic

The proposal is that, below the Creative

organiser for the Festival, providing

also opens up opportunities for exploring

and meet their needs, interests and

ranging and exciting programme

leaders from the Government and key

Partnership, there will be a Senior Officer

coherence and meaning. It suggests

issues such as shaping healthy places or

aspirations. The application of social

will require a creative collaboration

participating bodies. It will ensure that

Group which will be the driving force for

forming, fashioning, making, creating,

safe places and design challenges like re-

media and novel technologies like 3D

from within the design sector, across

programme content, geographical spread

the Festival. This will consist of senior

moulding, modelling, casting, framing and

shaping derelict spaces.

printing will be key in this regard.

government and its agencies, and

and targeted impacts are addressed.

decision takers in all the partnership

nurturing, thus, highlighting an emphasis

throughout Scotland’s local authorities

The remit for the Partnership will be

organisations. The Group will agree

on activity and inviting participation and

Shaping Potential

Shaping Global Connections

and diverse communities. The project has

to have oversight of funding allocation to

and monitor funding and programme

engagement. It allows a diverse range of

Potential here relates to individuals,

As well as forming new partnerships and

been championed to date by the RIAS,

participants, together with ensuring that

content. These decisions will be based

activities, from international exhibitions to

communities and practices. Especially

collaborations it is important that the

working with a network of individuals on

the creative programming adheres to the

on delivering the programme, previously

community based workshops. Targeted

important is nurturing and celebrating

Festival generates international activity

the Festival 2016 Forum, whose members

agreed strategy and the themes set out in

agreed by the strategic Creative

on a range of audiences and interests,

the achievements of young architects

and attention. This may be achieved

represent potential participants. The

this document. Individuals on the Creative

Partnership.

the theme provides a narrative arc that

and designers, as well as developing

through the media, knowledge exchange,

intention is that the Forum will continue

Partnership would be the chairs or senior

embraces the cross-cutting sub-themes

the design skills that will empower

exhibitions or events, not least enhancing

to meet regularly to provide guidance,

officers of the member bodies. It is not

appointed to oversee the programme

and delivers cultural, social, economic and

future generations. Also involved is the

the Festival’s tourism impact.

ensure the widest possible participation

the intention to form a separate company

development and delivery across the

touristic objectives.

potential for the Festival to demonstrate

A Creative Programmer will be

and to contribute to the creative content

or legal entity for the Festival. To minimise

national programmes and those delivered

leadership by expanding the definition

of the programme. Some of the Forum’s

legal and administrative overheads, the

through the Hubs. This person will be

Shaping Place

and boundaries of design and develop

members will also sit on the Festival’s

proposal would be that the RIAS would

based at the RIAS but reporting directly

This theme opens up the many

new capabilities and capacities.

governing body, the Festival 2016 Creative

continue to provide the administrative

to the Senior Officer Group and will have

Partnership.

support for the Festival 2016 Creative

the most senior staff role.

possibilities within place-making, from
urban design to public art to pop-up

Shaping Engagement

expos and importantly, opportunities for

Engagement is key to the success of

report through an umbrella group, created

and accounting support. This would be

co-design, co-creation and prototyping,

the Festival and its impact. Achieving

by Scottish Government, to encompass all

based at the RIAS headquarters, at 15

bringing in issues of environmental

meaningful participation itself depends

three elements of the Year of Innovation,

Rutland Square, Edinburgh.

sustainability or heritage tourism. It

upon design strategy. A variety of

The Partnership would ultimately

Partnership and provide separate financial

18
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4
Projects

alpine house, royal botanic gardens, edinburgh
Smith Scott Mullan Associates

24

© Michael Wolchover
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4.1

Global events and the visitor
experience
Beginning in March with events around

Architects in Aberdeen. A new Creative

Within the Festival’s diverse, Scotland-

Serpentine to Amsterdam’s 3D printed,

play. The international architects may be

Adventures in Space

the regeneration of Dunde (including an

Corridor will be created by Stirling’s

wide, programme, in addition to the

mini canal house and the popularity of

selected by their national organisations

This exhibition, curated by David Reat,

international architect residency) and

citizens and in Perth events and activities

planned international ‘Expo’, there are

present-day pop-ups, architects will

(for example, the NAI: Netherlands

will offer insights into the architecture

culminating in WonderLust, at the Royal

relating to Re-imagining Perth, Past,

several significant projects - major events

be asked to rise to the challenge of

Architecture Institute, Rotterdam or DAZ:

of science fiction and will be held at The

Scottish Academy in Edinburgh, the

Present and Future. Add to this popular

that will attract an international audience

creating a structure within the context of

Deutsches Architektur Zentrum, Berlin) or

Lighthouse, Scotland’s Centre for Design

largest architecture exhibition Scotland

exhibitions like Scotstyle and the Ideal Hut

and offer an enhanced visitor experience.

Edinburgh’s iconic built environment, as

by the local authorities in the cities they

and Architecture, Glasgow in June, July

has ever seen, the proposed programme

Show, along with seminars, conferences,

These range from highly accessible

well as producing innovative and engaging

represent, perhaps through competitions.

and August 2016.

comprises a diverse range of projects

publications and public events, the

exhibitions at key periods in the tourist

low-budget designs that will capture the

designed to engage a local, national and

Festival will democratise and promote

calendar to projects that use creativity,

public’s imagination.

WonderLust, Reimagining Scotland

Wars, Flash Gordon, Spiderman etc. Sci-fi

overseas audience. New films on Scottish

architecture to the broadest possible

innovation and new technology to engage

This major exhibition will explore how the

icons will mingle with Glasgow’s own

architecture, which may include a Gaelic

audience.

international participants.

pavilions utilise sustainable recyclable

architecture of visitor centres and facilities

sci-fi stars - the designers of 2000AD

materials. Each city pavilion would

for visitors and tourists is re-shaping

and Judge Dread and creators of fantasy

contain lively and imaginative displays

Scotland and its landscape for wonder,

games architecture, Glasgow-based, Axis

dimension, will be launched and tour the
Highlands and Islands.

Although there are no events

Highlights of the year will be:

currently planned outwith Scotland

The brief for the Expo will ask that the

Inspired by Metropolis, Star Trek, Star

a number of organisations and

World Architecture - Mini Expo

on the future of their respective cities,

longing, originality and inventiveness.

Productions. This innovative exhibition

be staged across Scotland. In Glasgow

governments have already shown

To increase both the international

masterplans, art, important new buildings

This will be delivered by RSA, Edinburgh,

will engage the popular imagination.

the exhibitions Adventures in Space (the

interest. International activities and

attraction of the Festival and its global

and infrastructure projects. The Mini Expo

in November and December 2016. As

architecture of Sci-Fi) will open and

participation will be welcomed.

content, 20 young international practices

will unite young international architects

the largest architecture exhibition ever

Scotstyle - Building the Century

(chosen through competition in their

with Scotland’s architecture and design

to be staged in Scotland, this exhibition

This will be a widely participatory project

respective cities) will be selected to

students and creative community, all

responds to the global interest in the

where the public will be invited to select

submit ideas for the design of a small

working within a limited budget and given

Scottish landscape. It will involve all the

buildings from the best of Scottish

pavilion (provisionally) to be located in

space (5 x 5 metres).

senses and imagination through film,

Architecture from the last 100 years. A

photography, light, space and tactile

competition will also be held for a young

workshops.

architects practice to design the exhibition

Large-scale public workshops will

Popular Culture, and Architecture Without

Festival Square, Edinburgh during the
Edinburgh Festival.
Building on the universal success
of temporary pavilions from London’s

Out of this creative collaboration
spaces will emerge for a new appreciation
of architecture, interactivity, reflection,

which will tour throughout 2016.

discussion and, most important, fun and

26

27

4.2

4.3

4.4

Education programme

Community engagement and
volunteering

Participating organisations

Many organisations are already embedded

Reshaping the Street

Whilst every project in the programme

The Forum which has been coordinated

are listed below together with a number

This will be the theme of the Launch

will offer some educational component,

programme offers a wide range of

in their community, working to sustain and

by the RIAS over the past year involves

of other bodies wishing to take part which

Event and will include international

to ensure a legacy in line with the

contexts for learning that variously involve

develop local places which are examples

most of the participating bodies. These

are not yet represented on the Forum:

workshops based on street cultures

Festival aims, a specific focus on the 3-18

art & design, technology, science, social

of sensitive and innovative design. The

across the world. It will launch the

curriculum is proposed. Thus, in line with

subjects and other curriculum areas,

intention is to build upon this activity,

Festival of Architecture in Dundee in

national priorities, it is further proposed

as well as opportunities for problem

February 2016. The theme will also inspire

that particular attention be given to:

a series of large-scale, public events,

To provide this legacy the Festival

Aberdeen Society of Architects

Glasgow School of Art

Royal Scottish Academy

working through the Hubs to generate

Architecture and Design
Scotland

Heritage Lottery Fund, Scotland

Royal Town Planning Institute

solving and enterprise education, along

local engagement strategies which will

The Saltire Society

Artlink Central

Highlands and Islands
Enterprise

with close contact with architects and

ensure that the national, touring and local

Association of Preservation
Trusts

Historic Scotland

The Scottish Civic Trust

icecream architecture

Association of Scottish Schools
of Architecture

Inverness Architectural
Association

Scottish Development
International

Built Environment Forum
Scotland

Landscape Institute Scotland

Scottish Ecological Design
Association

The Lighthouse

Scottish Enterprise

Local Authorities

The Scottish Government

Maggies Centres
National Galleries of Scotland

Standing Council of Heads of
Schools of Architecture

National Museums Scotland

Stirling Society of Architects

National Trust For Scotland

Stone Opera

Peacock Visual Arts

University of Dundee

Perth and Kinross Council

V&A Dundee

Planning Aid Scotland

VisitScotland

Royal Commission on the
Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland

Vocal

centred on transforming street culture,

• transition stages,

other professionals. It is suggested that

exhibitions and events reach as far into

involving young people and communities

• interdisciplinary learning,

the education manager and schools

Scotland’s communities as possible.

across Scotland and their Brazilian

• building practitioner confidence,

mentoring team should work in close

Volunteers are already involved with

contemporaries, led by Stone Opera.

• employability skills (Sir Ian Wood,

Minecraft & Shaping Scotland
An Architectural gaming experience,
this project will involve young people in

partnership with Education Scotland

most of the participating partners. This

Commission for Developing Scotland’s

to achieve an appropriate fit with

commitment to providing time and energy

Young Workforce - Interim Report

contemporary curriculum priorities.

will be harnessed towards both the

2013),
• secondary schools mentoring

Scotland’s seven cities being networked

(supported by the Scottish

with their peers in cities around the world

Government’s Science and Engineering

to imagine and create new urban designs.
The 2016 Calendar (Appendix 4)

Education Advisory Group)
• parents.

national and local programmes and will
be particularly important in delivering the
evaluation and survey work.
The intention is to draft a volunteering
brief which will assist participants to
recruit, train and manage the volunteering

Children in Scotland
Creative Dundee
Creative Scotland
Creative Stirling
Dundee Contemporary Arts
Dundee Institute of Architects
Edinburgh Architectural
Association

includes a fuller programme for the Hubs,

to best reflect the aims and objectives

Education Scotland

the national programme and associated

of the Festival. This will assist people to

Event Scotland

events.

sustain their interest and commitment
to promoting good design in their

Glasgow Building Preservation
Trust

communities.

Glasgow Institute of Architects

Scottish Canals

Wood For Good
XpoNorth Festival

The Royal Incorporation of
Architects in Scotland

Appendix 6 lists the main contacts for these organisations and participating bodies.
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As the building was being designed,
one question kept coming to mind...

...WHAT ABOUT
THE FIRE SAFETY
STANDARDS?

For a FREE consultation to find out what fire engineering
can do for you please contact Sandy Killbourn on
T: 01786 449944 • E: enquiry@g-fire.co.uk

www.gartcarronfireengineering.co.uk

FE
GARTCARRON FIRE ENGINEERING Ltd.

Designing buildings to save life

LIGNE et COULEUR
scottish society of architect-artists

STUDENT ART PRIZE · MEMBERS’ EXHIBITIONS
ART WORKSHOP · iPad for art SEMINAR
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES David R S Cameron 0131 539 2745
d.cam@blueyonder.co.uk www.ssaagallery.org.uk

“Muse 3” by Andy Baxter

… still in touch with your inner artist?

KIERAN DODDS
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ANDY MACMILLAN
11.12.1928-16.8.2014

ANDY MACMILLAN’S SUDDEN DEATH LED TO OBITUARIES AND TRIBUTES IN THE POPULAR AND PROFESSIONAL
PRESS, RECOGNISING HIS UNIQUE CONTRIBUTION TO SCOTLAND OVER THE LAST SIXTY PLUS YEARS. THIS
APPRECIATION AND THE WORDS OF 16 OF THE INCORPORATION’S PAST PRESIDENTS REFLECT THE UNIQUE
CHARACTER, HUMOUR AND FUNDAMENTAL DECENCY OF THE MAN. HE WILL BE MUCH MISSED.
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A LIFE WELL LIVED
COURTESY OF ARCHIVES AND COLLECTIONS,
THE GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART
RELAXING WITH STAFF - GILLESPIE, KIDD & COIA ARCHIVE

COURTESY OF ARCHIVES AND COLLECTIONS, THE GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART

Andy MacMillan was post war Scotland’s most charismatic
champion of the art of architecture. His tireless and infectious
advocacy reached wide audiences and his activities stretched
from internationally-significant architectural practice to
academic leadership, teaching, writing, broadcasting and chairing
architectural competition and award juries. He was an outstanding
designer, draughtsman and an unforgettable teacher. In person
he was indefatigable, incorrigible, passionate, iconoclastic, witty,
fun, down to earth and seemingly indestructible. He left this
world peacefully after suffering a brain haemorrhage at the end
of another good day’s architectural work judging the RIAS 2014
Doolan Prize. He was 85 and had been immersed in architectural
activities for almost seventy years.
He will be chiefly remembered for two key architectural
legacies; in practice and in education.
His partnership with Isi Metzstein and their creative leadership
of Gillespie, Kidd and Coia produced a body of religious and
educational work that revelled in spatial virtuosity, tectonic quality
and the poetic expression of structure and light and brought the
practice the RIBA Gold Medal in 1969. That output extended the
architectural language of the first generation of modern architects
by drawing on both historical as well as contemporary sources
for its inspiration. Their architectural preoccupations and values
were explored vividly in the 1999 exhibition, Themes and Variations
curated by Mark Baines and the subsequent book, Gillespie, Kidd
and Coia, 1954-87 by Johnny Rodger, published by the RIAS.

Andy was Emeritus Professor of Architecture at the University
of Glasgow and a pioneering Head of the Mackintosh School
of Architecture at the Glasgow School of Art. He taught and
lectured across the world and held visiting professorships at
several international universities. With his much-missed partner
Isi Metzstein he was awarded the RIBA Annie Spink Award for
excellence in teaching and he had a profound influence on several
generations of architectural students. The interlacing of academia
and the profession throughout his life placed him within a
European tradition of a practising professor rather than the UK
higher education orthodoxy of becoming a traditional universitybased academic.
My first encounter with Andy was almost 40 years ago to the
day when, as a seventeen year old part time student at the Mac,
I attended one of his history of architecture lectures. Two things
about that talk were memorable, typifying his personality. One was
the collection of his evocative coloured acetate sketches he used
throughout and the second was his reference to an article in Playboy
magazine that he had read; a publication which, to my knowledge,
has yet to be included in any recommended peer reviewed journal

ISI + ANDY AT GKC - GILLESPIE, KIDD & COIA ARCHIVE.
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ANDY MACMILLAN

AT OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL © EPIC SCOTLAND

listings. Andy’s love of drawing and his unpredictable sources of
references characterised his lively and passionate approach to
architecture. He had a gift of communication, could command an
audience and was a master raconteur.
As I got to know him as a student in the years that followed,
his availability to discuss student studio projects seemed endless.
I was able to knock on his door for a personal tutorial whenever
he was around or see him in the studio. We students seemed to
have access to him despite his many other duties as Head and
partner in practice. How he managed this, was and (now that I
also combine being a Head and practice), still is a mystery to me.
The tutorial routine seldom changed; my drawings were greeted
by him with some brief colourful comments followed by his
swift but insightful sketches, reframing my attempts in a more
compelling way. I learned from him by watching and doing rather
than intellectualising at arm’s length. His own formative years
were spent in an office, rather than a university and this gave
his approach to studio education a direct and uncompromising
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flavour. Without irony, we would be instructed with, “don’t listen
to what an architect says, look instead at what they do.” We had,
however, the opportunity to make similar assessments of Andy’s
own architecture given that he had a very visible and visitable body
of work in the public domain and he welcomed those discussions
with us.
Andy remained busy after his official retirement as Head. He
was awarded Lifetime Awards from the RIAS and Scottish Design.
He was chair of the RIAS Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award,
became Honorary Vice President of the Glasgow School of Art,
Charles Rennie Mackintosh and Alexander Thomson societies. He
took great interest in the work of emerging practices, particularly
those led by Mac alumni and his attendance at our own practice
openings always gave us special pride. After I became Head of
the Mackintosh School, he became an enthusiastic collaborator
on our book, Uneasy Balance, exploring the relationship between
Mackintosh’s School of Art and Steven Holl’s Reid Building or as
he put it, ‘my latest deep thoughts on Mackintosh’. Our planned
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MACMILLAN / METZSTEIN AT ST PATRICK’S, KILSYTH, 2007 © KIERAN DODDS;
SWITZERLAND DELEGATION 2010 © NEIL BAXTER

series of publications over the next few years exploring other
aspects of Mackintosh’s Glasgow School of Art Building will sadly
have to proceed without his involvement.
In today’s audit-focussed learning and teaching industry, it’s
hard to accommodate Andy’s approach to academic administration
obligations (“don’t do it” was his advice!). However, his cavalier
attitude to the processes and procedures of institutions contrasted
sharply with his availability, seriousness and generosity as a tutor.
The passion and extent of his creative output help remind us all of
what is in the long run vital and what is not.
In some ways, Andy never left the Mac and the Mac never
left him. His scholarly interest in Mackintosh’s School of Art
building and his paternal interest in the Mackintosh School of
Architecture remained throughout his life. He enjoyed popping
in for coffee and a chat with former colleagues and his name will
always be associated with the institution he loved so much. His
last visit to us was shortly after the recent fire and he was anxious
to study the damaged library. Characteristic of his personal as well

as intellectual, relationship with Mackintosh’s masterpiece, he
told me afterwards that the recently damaged and newly exposed
structure had both brought a tear to his eye and also made him
realise that he hadn’t fully understood Mackintosh’s construction
after all these years. We will sadly never hear his revised version
of that lecture.
Andy was the consummate architect, teacher and remained
a student of architecture through and through. He leaves behind
both a large community of colleagues, alumni and architectural
friends across the world as well as a huge hole in UK architectural
life. He was the very embodiment of a life led to the full and one
immersed in creativity and learning. It is no exaggeration to admit
that we loved him deeply.
PROFESSOR CHRISTOPHER PLATT FRIAS
HEAD OF THE MACKINTOSH SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
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ANDY MACMILLAN

REMINISINCES...

1971-1973
PROFESSOR SIR JAMES DUNBAR-NASMITH CBE PPRIAS
“On my first day as professor I received a telegram from Andy and
Isi saying, simply ‘welcome aboard’. In the years that followed I
served alongside Andy as external examiners, as far afield as
Singapore. Andy was as supportive and sympathetic an examiner
as he was an inspiring teacher.”
1979-1981
DR LARRY ROLLAND PPRIAS PPRIBA
“I knew Andy, Isi and indeed, Jack, over many years after the RIBA
Gold Medal and through hilarious RIAS Conventions. When I
won a Saltire Award for housing in Fife, asked to describe it, Andy
said, after a pause, “British economic!” There was never anything
ordinary or economic about Andy.”
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1981-1983
MICK MATHESON PPRIAS (1926-2014)
“Whenever you met Andy he greeted you with gusto as if you were
the very person he had wanted to meet in the whole world. He was
a tremendous enthusiast, a valued friend and is an impossible act
to follow.”
1985-1987
JOHN LANE PPRIAS
“I had been commissioned to check disabled access at Glasgow
School of Art. I decided to get into a wheelchair and explore. In the
Bourdon I lost control and went crashing into Andy’s door, which
swung open. A few choice words followed then howls of laughter.
Everyone admired Andy.”
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OPPOSITE:
LEFT TOP – ANDY MACMILLAN OBE FRIAS AND MARGARET DOOLAN HON FRIAS – 2007; BOTTOM LEFT - ANDY MACMILLAN OBE FRIAS AND ISI METZSTEIN OBE
FRIAS – 2008 © PAUL HACKETT; RIGHT - ANDY MACMILLAN OBE FRIAS AND DAVID MACKAY HON FRIAS – 2011 © NEIL BAXTER
BELOW:
DOOLAN JUDGING TRIP 2008 © NEIL BAXTER
DOOLAN JUDGING TRIP 2014 © NEIL BAXTER

POIGNANTLY THE LAST EVER PHOTOGRAPH OF ANDY
– TAKEN AT THE KNOCKANDO WOOLMILL, RIAS DOOLAN JUDGING TRIP 2014

1987-1989
DAVID J LESLIE PPRIAS
“Andy always seemed to have the exact words to illustrate his point
of view. When a number of us ‘hot heads’ – having formed the New
Glasgow Society – were opposing Glasgow Council’s wholesale
demolition of the tenements and replacing them with high rise,
Andy joined in the criticism of tower blocks, labelling them ‘filing
cabinets for people.’”
1991-1993
DR JOYCE B DEANS CBE PPRIAS
“Andy…his distinctive voice, his self-deprecating humour, his
total lack of condescension and at a GIA dinner-dance, sartorially
elegant in his dinner suit - complete with his trademark ‘saunies’
(sandshoes)”

1993-1995
JIM LAIDLAW PPRIAS
“Andy was always a devout Glaswegian. My abiding memory was
in 1994, at the awards following the RIAS Samye Ling Monastery
competition. I was chairing, Andy represented the judges, the
Abbot was there and Billy Connolly was making the presentations.
At coffee, before the ceremony, I was seated between Andy
and Billy, enjoying their patter. Closing my eyes it was hard to
distinguish between the two!”
1995-1997
ANDREW P K WRIGHT OBE PPRIAS
“Among the most evocative memories of Andy are his frequent
appearances before the Royal Fine Art Commission as advisor
to the mandarins of the Scottish Development Department on
bridge design. Rational discussion of the scheme - whether good,
or banal - would descend into good-natured, humorous banter.
Not many people could get away with that.”
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TOP LEFT – DOOLAN JUDGING TRIP 2014 © NEIL BAXTER
BOTTOM LEFT – SWITZERLAND DELEGATION 2010 © NEIL BAXTER
RIGHT – DOOLAN JUDGING TRIP 2004 - HENNU KJISIK, MALCOLM FRASER,
ANDY MACMILLAN AND GORDON MURRAY © JOHN PELAN

1997-1999
GEORGE WREN PPRIAS
“Too old to be his student and RIAS President before the Doolan
Awards came into being, I feel I have missed out on Andy. Yet his
influence is all around. I did have the privilege of a few lunches at
the School of Art with his anecdotes and humour.”

thought, enthusiasm, all delivered in a non-directive way, subtly
navigated us towards the correct decision.”

1999-2001
IAIN DICKSON PPRIAS
“On a trip to Switzerland, going round a Corbusier apartment
building in Geneva with Andy, he said, “...the last time I spoke to
Corb...!” Enough said!”

2003-2005
PROFESSOR GORDON C MURRAY PPRIAS
“I have the above photo in my study. Occasion - Doolan Prize
2004, building visits. Location - Foster’s Gas Building, Granton.
Personnel – Hennu Kjisik, Malcolm Fraser, Andy and yours truly.
Andy was, above all, the consummate storyteller. Both he and
Isi understood that storytelling is the essence of architecture-its
poetry. Isi’s were the Haiku to Andy’s Epics. I miss them beyond
measure.”

2001-2003
GORDON I DAVIES PPRIAS
“Thrown together as members of the first Doolan jury, I a
professional bureaucrat and small “p” politician, but three days
in Andy’s company reinvigorated my creative juices. His clarity of

2005-2007
DOUG READ PPRIAS
“After a GIA dinner with Andy – ‘the real test of whether you are
friends or lovers with someone is - are you on farting terms?’ Table
dissolves in laughter.”
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TOP LEFT – DOOLAN JUDGING TRIP 2011
BOTTOM LEFT - DOOLAN JUDGING TRIP 2008
CENTRE – DAVID DUNBAR PPRIAS AND ANDY MACMILLAN OBE FRIAS, SWITZERLAND 2010
RIGHT - DOOLAN JUDGING TRIP 2008
ALL PHOTOS © NEIL BAXTER

2007-2009
ARNIE DUNN PPRIAS
“Andy had a special knack of putting people at their ease. He
managed to simultaneously treat everyone with the same genial
courtesy but somehow make you feel special. He was truly a gentle
and remarkably modest, brilliant man.”
2009-2011
DAVID DUNBAR PPRIAS
“As President of the GIA, I asked Andy and Isi to be the first speakers
at the reinvigorated ‘Annual Lecture’. I had my instructions - small
table, two chairs, glasses, jug of water and a bottle of The Macallan.
Just before kick-off Andy went for a comfort break. Moments later
the PA system resonated with a waterfall and whistling...a few of
us set off at pace, sadly too late. Back in the auditorium Andy
announced to the assembly, ‘you know that could have been a lot
worse!’…truly a one off!”

2011-2013
SHOLTO HUMPHRIES PPRIAS
“My enduring memory, Geneva 2010, en route to the waterfront
we find ourselves on the wrong side of a substantial railing fence.
Andy pauses for a second and then vaults it. The rest of us looked
for the gate... He never changed, prince and pauper were treated
the same. His enthusiasm, passion and mischievous humour were
an inspiration.”
2013
IAIN CONNELLY PRIAS
“Andy MacMillan was right up there with the best. It was a
privilege to spend time with him, most recently just before he died
whilst judging the Doolan. A wise man, never boastful, in spite
of his great achievements, he was always kind and supportive. A
thoroughly decent human being.”
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BESiDE

AGEING AND
THE BUILT
ENVIRONMENT:
BESiDE
RESEARCH
THIS ARTICLE DESCRIBES ‘BESiDE’ (THE BUILT
ENVIRONMENT FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION IN THE

INTRODUCTION
Architects work from the abstract concept to the real-life
construction of environments for daily human interactions.
However, the evidence to understand the impact of these building
interactions is scarce. Stephen Hodder PRIBA, outlined the
problem:
“What’s missing is the evidence. There is no evidence that good
design improves people’s lives. If we can demonstrate that
architecture can bring economic value or improve performance
in workplaces or engender a better sense of community, we can
elevate design up the government’s agenda.”
There is no quick solution. Regardless of guidance and
legislation, buildings still exclude many users. Designing a
supportive built environment for older people remains a key
challenge. Factors of social inclusion, enablement, independence
and physical activity remain high priorities for design, especially
within care homes. Little is known, from empirical evidence, to
define what enables and disables the lives of people who live in care
homes. Therefore, BESiDE begins with an overarching question:
HOW CAN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT FACILITATE
PHYSICAL ABILITY AND WELLBEING IN CARE HOMES?
BESiDE’s methods build on McIntyre’s 2011 research which,
through working with people with a range of visual impairments,
revealed a multitude of disabling elements and design insights
using methods of conversation and ‘real-world’ building walkthroughs. BESiDE advances these methods within the context of
care homes.
Collaboration across disciplines of computing, architecture,
healthcare and design is driving this research forward. This
research analyses the design insights gained from evaluating the
physical environment coupled with older people’s experience of
their surroundings.

DIGITAL ECONOMY) A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY RESEARCH
PROJECT, BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITIES OF DUNDEE
AND NEWCASTLE, INVESTIGATING THEMES OF
AGEING, WELLBEING, ACCESSIBILITY AND DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES WITHIN BUILT ENVIRONMENT DESIGN.

BACKGROUND AND MOTIVATION
To be sustainable and ‘future proof’, the design of the built
environment needs to respond to the requirements of many
different users. The world’s population is getting older and this
impacts on what is required from the built environment in order
for people to remain mobile, independent and socially included in
society. All building users should be able to carry out their work
and leisure activities efficiently, safely and pleasurably. Yet despite
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a wealth of government directives on access, the development of
guidance focused on the changing needs of an older population
has lagged behind.
Although the priority is to enable people to stay in their
homes for as long as possible, there will always be those who
require assistance which can only be provided by residential care.
The challenge is to support, for as long as possible, the abilities of
residents as needed.
Previous studies have investigated the architectural and
physical environment design of homes and the effect on older
people. Quality of life and building design and spatial layout and
patterns of space use. There is also a vast amount of research into
monitoring people’s health, the prevention of falls by older people
and technology to detect when falls have taken place.
However, there lacks a systematic method to collate data
on people living and working in and visiting care homes. The
relationship between people and their environments is dynamic.
Research is needed to understand the specific needs of older
people within the built environment. BESiDE’s research aims to
fill this gap.
BESiDE
BESiDE’s research is established within the context of older
people’s care environments and architectural practice. There are
two types of participants; those designing the built environment
(e.g. built environment professionals) those living, visiting and
working within these environments (e.g. residents, family, friends
and care staff).
BESiDE aims help current and future design to remain
sustainable, support mobility and enhance the wellbeing of older
people. We are using various methods as we gain deeper insights.
DESIGN PRACTICE
Interviews and critical analyses from stakeholder interactions help
provide understanding of the ways in which the built environment
shapes the behavior of care home residents, staff and visitors.

the indoor-location sensors is augmented with observation data of
care home interactions including social interactions and physical
activity. This data is collected and analysed using open-source
e-Science Central cloud infrastructure for data analysis, the coded
observations.
INTERACTION AND ACTIVITY TRACE: FLOOR PLANS AND
HOTSPOTS
Using architectural-model programs (i.e. AutoCAD) data about
physical activity in care environments will be visualised. The
hierarchy of the care environment models will take into account
key factors such as the physical layout of the building, conflicting
people flows, external environments, accessibility, personal spaces,
safety spaces, visiting spaces and emergency egress.
ACTIVITY SENSORS
Wrist-worn sensors are used to understand the physical activity of
care home residents with respect to building design.

Hot spots: the figure above illustrates data of a physical
movement trace of a participant walking through and
interacting with a building (each second represented as
dots on the floor plan). The clusters of dots highlight a
hotspot of movement – an area of critical significance –
when all movement has slowed down or stopped altogether.
This highlights to us that something important has
happened within this specific area of the building in
response to either physical impediment or decision-based
change in trajectory. This could be a positive hot spot (e.g.
meeting a friend in the hallway for a chat) or a negative hot

INDOOR LOCATION SENSORS
Location sensors worn by care home occupants can capture
information about their movement in relation to building design.
This work begins with engaging and appropriate ways for care
home residents to wear or carry sensors. Data collected through
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spot (e.g. a wheelchair blocking a doorway).
Data collected from interviews, conversations and
observations will illuminate whether hot spots are positive
or negative and the underlying reason(s).
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DATA OUTCOMES
Through combining the activity and indoor location sensor data
with observation data we will provide, for the first time, insights
into the geographical locations and spatial conditions of where
older care residents are most physically active (i.e. by mapping
activity ‘hot spots’ in the home). This mapping help us understand
when and where different types of social interactions take place.
More importantly, it will allow building locations to be understood
in relation to the design of the built environment. We will generate
a useable modelling of the built environment in relation to ageing,
mobility, wellbeing and physical activity to aid understanding of
what the built environment needs to be to support the ageing
population. This will be disseminated as a resource. Our findings
will be disseminated to the professional community through
design briefs, a design toolkit and CPD seminars.
SUMMARY
With changes in population demographics resulting in a growing
number of care homes, economic, health and ethical considerations
demand that attention be directed to effective means of creating
an enabling built environment to provide older adults with
healthy and socially fulfilling lives. BESiDE’s research addresses
a significant knowledge gap focused on measures to mitigate
problems and enhance the experience of older people within the
built environment. Through systematic analysis of the failings and
successes of older people’s care environments, this research will
identify how better-informed building design can facilitate greater
mobility, physical activity, social connectedness and wellbeing.
LESLEY J MCINTYRE
l.j.z.mcintyre@dundee.ac.uk

BESiDE NEEDS YOU!
Have you been involved in designing a care home for older
people? Do you have any comments in relation to this article?
Please get in touch via: beside@dundee.ac.uk.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
This research was supported by RCUK grant EP/G066019/1
“RCUK Hub: Social Inclusion in the Digital Economy and the
RCUK Lifelong Health and Wellbeing Programme grant number
EP/K037293/1 - BESiDE: The Built Environment for Social
Inclusion in the Digital Economy”.
FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT BESiDE
To find out more about the different elements of the BESiDE
project please visit our website www.beside.ac.uk. You can
also sign-up to receive our newsletter, follow us on Twitter @
BESiDEResearch or ‘like’ us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
besideresearch.
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CHARITY
GLASGOW INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

© GLASGOW INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

RIAS TO RIBA CHARITY BIKE RIDE

RIGHT: SUNAND PRASAD OF PENOYRE AND PRASAD (ABS PRESIDENT AND ALSO PAST
PRESIDENT OF THE RIBA); MICHAEL DOUGALL, PRESIDENT GIA; JOHN ASSAEL OF
ASSAEL ARCHITECTURE (ABS TRUSTEE)

On the 19th September the Glasgow Institute of Architects’
team of 10 architect cyclists set off from the RIAS headquarters
in Edinburgh to tackle the challenging route to the offices of the
Royal Institute of British Architects in London, all in aid of the
Architects Benevolent Society (ABS).
The challenge was led by current GIA President, Michael
Dougall and is in support of the Architects Benevolent Society
(ABS). Michael was joined by Andrew Cardwell, Rupert Daly and
Neal Whittaker of Collective Architecture, Marc Kilkenny of Marc
Kilkenny Architecture, Nicholas Bone of Keppie Design, Matt
Bridgestock of John Gilbert Architects, Carlo Guidi of INK Design,
David Kennedy of Paul Davis and Partners, GIA Past President
Michael Jarvis of MAST Architects and former GIA Vice President
Stuart Gray.
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The GIA has been a regular benefactor to ABS, the only
registered charity in the UK dedicated to helping past and present
architects, assistants, AT Professionals and landscape architects
and their families in times of need. ABS helps people of all ages who
have experienced illness, accident, redundancy, unemployment,
bereavement or other personal misfortune. ABS’s qualified welfare
team can also advise about state benefits, housing concerns, needs
related to care and mobility, respite holidays for carers and much
more. A very worthy cause!
Well done to all those involved!
TO DATE OVER £5,000 HAS BEEN RAISED.
TO DONATE, PLEASE VISIT:
www.justgiving.com/RIAStoRIBA
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FELLOWSHIP
RIAS FELLOWS’ RECEPTION

18TH SEPTEMBER 2014, SOUTH BLOCK, GLASGOW
ALL PHOTOS: MALCOLM COCHRANE

PARTICIPANTS AND PRESENTATIONS AT THE RIAS (LATE) SUMMER FELLOWS’ RECEPTION
(WITH THANKS TO DAVID COOK HON FRIAS)
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RIAS & A+DS Scottish Student Awards for Architecture
2014
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Architecture + Design Scotland Award for Best 3rd Year Student
winner:
Rebecca Goodson
ESALA
“Both models, drawings and
particularly colour are intelligently
used to interpret this scheme.
Great care has been applied to
producing an appropriately urban
contextual response, well worked
out and thoughtfully addressing
the street. The sustainable use of
materials, long term returns from
energy saving and perhaps, most
important, social sustainability are
here in abundance. An outstanding
piece of work.”
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commended:
Marta Ascenso
Mackintosh School of Architecture
“While the tower is highly visible
within its rural setting, it imposes a
small footprint upon the landscape.
These eloquent drawings
demonstrate great sensitivity
in their rendering of a highly
intelligent and well thought through
internal layout, most apparent in
the elegant section.”

Jack Baker
Mackintosh School of Architecture
“The contrast of natural materials
and concrete is particularly
strong with the materiality of the
building providing a secure but
welcoming internal environment.
The building’s spaces are extremely
well delineated and intelligently
considered.”

Megan Grierson
Strathclyde University
“The adaptive re-use of historic
structures is among the most
sustainable approaches in
contemporary architecture. This
scheme carefully balances the
provision of entirely new uses with
the retained fabric of an iconic
building, rightly recognised and
here appropriately exploited as a
signal object within the landscape.”
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Architecture +
Design Scotland
Urban Design
Award
winner:
Stanislava Delieva
Strathclyde University
“This is an uplifting and visionary
approach with consistently strong
ideas. Vigour, lack of restraint and
unfettered ambition, some aspects
of which are wholly untempered
by practicality, come together in a
paradoxically credible approach
to an area of the city which could
benefit hugely from this stimulus.
This presentation starts with big
ambitions and builds up from
there.”
highly commended:
Jonathan Phillips, Roseanne
Knight and Stephanie Sharpe
ESALA
“Drawing inspiration from the
precedent of New York’s High Line,
this proposal is underpinned by
highly credible green infrastructure.
Very believable and pragmatic
interventions are overlaid upon
the green route strategy to deliver
a very positive and practical new
solution for the city.”
commended:
Artom Tsapkov, Louise Patterson
and Hannah Beatty
University of Dundee
“Good research and succinct
analysis combines with an acute
sense of place to strengthen the
existing urban fabric. This project
works with the grain of the place
and the existing hierarchy of routes,
avoiding inappropriate architectural
‘bling’.”
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A+DS Sust. Award
for Sustainable
Design
winner:
Jonathan Phillips, Roseanne
Knight and Stephanie Sharpe
ESALA
“This excellent project has
sustainability at its very core.
Re-working industrial age
infrastructure to create a green
route generates the context
for intervention, including
appropriately scaled and carefully
designed housing.”
highly commended:
Andy Stewart
Scott Sutherland School
“Re-building dense, walkable
urban fabric utilising a highly
energy aware materials approach,
delivers benefits to both individual
inhabitants and a more cohesive
community.”
commended:
Rebecca Goodson
ESALA
“Combining careful and
appropriately scaled new build
with the adaptive re-use of
historic fabric, this sensitive and
intelligent approach to re-making
the city delivers sustainability in its
materials and energy conservation.
It also helps build a sustainable
community.”
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The RIAS Drawing Award
winner: 		
Rebecca Goodson
ESALA
“This superb suite of drawings uses
a number of different techniques,
traditional and contemporary,
to communicate a complex set
of proposals, elegantly and
attractively. The use of colour is
particularly powerful, immediately
engaging the viewer and
thoroughly persuasive.”

commended:
Marta Ascenso
Mackintosh School of Architecture
“The rural setting is rendered in a
soft palette with fine line drawing
emphasising the sensitivity of
the building itself. It is thoroughly
appropriate that the medium so
elegantly aligns with the message.”

Stanislava Delieva
Strathclyde University
“Powerfully rendered, its tendency
towards the bleak, uplifted by
touches of delicacy and humour,
this is a visually arresting and
beguiling set of drawings. To
operate within such a dark palette,
yet render such positivity, takes
very particular skill.”

Douglas Walker
ESALA
“Demonstrative of a considerable
affinity with the place, these
drawings indicate a tremendous
command of the medium. The
delineation of both context and
new build interventions is handled
beautifully.”
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RIAS Rowand
Anderson Silver
Medal for Best
Scottish Student
commended:
Douglas Walker
ESALA
“This proposal combines careful,
new build, interventions which are
cleverly woven into the existing
fabric. Delivering new life within
areas of dereliction, a combination
of technologically innovative and
traditional approaches, albeit with
a modern twist, produces a highly
attractive and convincing scheme.”
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winner:
Andy Stewart
Scott Sutherland School
“Combining Scandinavian
and Scottish architectural
approaches, this is a powerful
scheme with significant gravitas.
It simultaneously addresses
important issues about urban
density, while providing a walkable,
human-scaled, beautifully articulate
proposition which greatly enhances
the attractiveness of the harbour
area of Peterhead and strengthens
the town itself. This elegantly
communicated proposal would
generate a revitalised community
through buildings which are both
welcoming and appropriately civic.”
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STUDENTS
THE SCOTTISH CASTLES ASSOCIATION CHARLES MCKEAN MEMORIAL PRIZE
PRIZE £1000
TO TAKE PLACE DURING FEBRUARY 2015

For the best student design for the
reoccupation of a ruinous tower house
or castle. Open to all undergraduate
students of architecture in Scotland in
year 3 or above.
Despite a sense of permanence
and immutability, castles and
tower-houses in Scotland have been
continuously transformed, reflecting
very closely the political and social
changes of the country. Their fabric may become the core of a
lavish country house, a historicised tourist attraction, a document,
the central piece of a designed landscape, someone’s fantasy
playground but more than often it would be left as a romantic ruin
with enigmatic fragments of local history.
This award, in honour of the contribution of the late Professor
Charles McKean Hon FRIAS (1946-2013) to the study and
restoration of Scotland’s historic castles, will be given for a design
that inspires a contemporary appreciation of a castle’s architecture,
history and culture. The winning proposal is expected to have:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

high architectural standards in the planning of space,
circulation and landscape,
rich connections with contemporary culture,
high aesthetic criteria and strong sensitivity towards the
immediate landscape and social environment,
a careful reading of the monument and creative understanding
of its history, through the various disciplines involved in its
study,
respect for the historical structure and the layering of the
architectural phases it has gone through,
an architectural space that produces a new reading of the
monument, without necessarily being constrained by its form,
Imaginative treatment of the new structure and its interfaces
in relation to the historic fabric,
innovative and sustainable use of materials, in line with the
materiality of the proposal and compatibility with existing
fabric.

For design brief and further details see:
www.scottishcastlesassociation.com or
e-mail: chair@scottishcastlesassociation.com
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RESIDENTIAL BUILDING, TASHKENT, SSR
© PHILIPP MEUSER
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SOVIET MODERNISM 1955-1991:
UNKNOWN HISTORY
EDITED BY KATHARINA RITTER,
EKATERINA SHAPIRO-OBERMAIR,
DIETMAR STEINER, ALEXANDRA
WACHTER
ARCHITEKTURZENTRUM WIEN AND
PARK BOOKS
£39.95
A publisher will tell you that the most
important thing about a book is its title.
The bookseller will tell you that the cover
design is everything. However, title and
cover are no more than hooks to dangle
in front of the reader. The people behind
Soviet Modernism 1955-1991: Unknown
History understood that clearly and
brought together several years’ worth of
research into a book which delivers on its
promise.
Soviet Modernism began as an
exhibition at the Architekturzentrum
Wien, exploring the period between
The Thaw and Perestroika. When the
Soviet Union was young, Constructivism
produced some of the 20th century’s
most radical architecture – but once Stalin
came to power, centralised planning
appears to have stifled the creativity of
Tatlin, El Lissitzky and the Revolutionary
generation. What came after Stalin’s death
in 1953 was a thaw in the Kremlin’s icy
grip which encouraged the flowering of
regional Modernisms.
The book is a survey of Soviet
architecture in each of the former USSR’s
republics: from the Baltic, Moldova,
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Ukraine and Belarus to the Caucasus and
Central Asian states. It’s immediately clear
that the Soviet Union wasn’t a cultural
monolith. While there are a few examples
of the bleak slab blocks we associate
with spy thrillers, the main impression is
how wide-ranging the USSR’s architects
were – in their creativity, their technical
experimentation, plus the Western and
Islamic influences which filtered through
the Iron Curtain.
One of the book’s photo essays is
entitled, “The Soviet Union is an Enormous
Construction Site”, and that’s easy to
believe once you begin to understand the
vast scale of the country and the ambitions
of its planners. Cities and entire regions
were devoted to one activity: Magnitogorsk
is steel city, Baikonur is dedicated to space
travel. However, having provided some
context regarding the state’s planning and
construction apparatus, the book tends
to concentrate on individual works of
architecture.
Here is proof that the Modern
Movement doesn’t end when you reach
Aalto’s Viipuri Library near the Finnish
border. In fact, its protean range includes

everything from domed market halls
which combine the influences of mosques
and Pier-Luigi Nervi, to a piece of heroic
Expressionism in Tblisi which is wreathed
in a snowstorm. Along the way we discover
that L’Architecture d’Aujourd’hui was
translated into Russian and the French
“Camus” system of offsite construction
was imported into the Soviet Union.
Touchingly, the book’s authors include
many interviews with the protagonists
of Soviet Modernism. Today they’re old
men and women, but you feel it’s only
just that they finally got the chance to tell
their stories. So why, despite their efforts,
is Soviet Modernism still an unknown
history? Western propaganda chose to
ignore it for political reasons during the
Cold War, but there was no excuse after
the onset of Glasnost, opening up two-way
traffic between Russia and the West.
Consequently, Soviet Modernism 19551991: Unknown History is a wonderful and
stimulating book, which also demonstrates
how architecture can transcend politics.
MARK CHALMERS RIAS
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MIES
DETLEF MERTINS
PHAIDON
£ 100.00

such as Beckett, Sartre, Adorno and Rothko
to set Mies in a wider cultural context.
Mertins is adept at comprehending and
condensing complex issues which amplify
our understanding of the forces shaping
early Modernism.
Few publications warrant the accolade
‘definitive’ but Phaidon have confounded
expectations and deserve to scoop a clutch
of awards for this magisterial monograph.
You might baulk at the price tag but this
book will make a worthy addition to any
library. Mies’ influence may wax and
wane but anyone unsure of his enduring
significance will be won over by this book
and the assertion that Mies pursued “…
very specific spiritual/political goals in [his]
work.” With the Seagram Building, for
example, Mies refines the office block
typology but divides opinion by creating a
“…glamorous and serene setting for everyday
activities such as eating lunch and also as a
stark stage for existential anomie.”
Mies’ oeuvre, especially seminal works
such as the Friedrichstrasse skyscrapers,
Barcelona Pavilion, Tugendhat House
and Lake Shore Drive apartments, makes
visible the contradictions and complexities
of the 20th Century. Mertins’ deft prose
conveys these tumultuous times and
confirms Mies’ substantial contribution to
the architectural canon.
MARK COUSINS RIAS
ISIFA IMAGE SERVICE, S.R.O. ALAMY

In less enlightened times, Ludwig Mies
van der Rohe (1886 - 1969) was often
castigated as the pantomime villain of
architecture (cue clipped Teutonic accent,
fat cigar and heavy trench coat), rather
than being venerated as a ‘Master of
Modernism’. He was regularly portrayed as
an authoritarian patriarch who eschewed
cherished notions of the traditional city; a
dangerous ideologue who could coin pithy
aphorisms but sought to dehumanize
society.
We now recognise that Mies was the
author of epochal change and initiated
a paradigm shift; whereby pragmatic

form could be transmuted into art form,
where mere existence could be elevated
to a place of cerebral reflection. Mies
was preoccupied with philosophy and
promulgated his belief that “…life was to
be lived …self-consciously, philosophically,
ethically and artfully as an adventure in selfdiscovery and self-fashioning, not in isolation
or inwardly but ‘in the world and against it’.”
Throughout his career Mies struggled
to realise an architecture appropriate to
the challenges of its age. His architecture
was intended to nurture the human spirit
and engender a more holistic experience,
essentially to reflect “…the will of the
epoch”. He wanted to shape space in order
to draw out people’s innate sociability
and argued that his approach was both
progressive and conservative. He saw
architecture as a field of “unresolved
dualities” which could employ appropriate
aspects of industry, science and technology
to generate great art – ‘Baukunst’ (literally
‘building art’).
Mertins, a respected academic, has
assiduously sifted through reams of
archive material and presents a nuanced
assessment of Mies’ legacy. He structures
the book into six sections, running to 512
pages with more than 700 photos and
drawings. He died in 2011 but was able to
complete the text for what will no doubt
be seen as his epitaph. Certainly the book
stands as a fitting memorial to his rigorous
scholarship and draws on contemporaries

TUGENDHAT HOUSE
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T HE R O YA L INC OR P OR AT ION OF A R CHI T EC T S IN S C OT L A ND

The RIAS Guide
to Chartered
Architects’
practices in
Scotland

2014-2017

ISBN 9781873190692
ISBN 978-1-873190-69-2

£20.00

9 781873 190692 >

THE RIAS GUIDE TO CHARTERED
ARCHITECTS’ PRACTICES IN
SCOTLAND 2014-2017
RIAS
£ 20.00
Most architects will never see it. The new
RIAS Directory is aimed squarely at the
new client. Few practising architects are
going to have much interest in bandying
about a list of his or her competitors.
That’s a shame, because it could be highly
educational.
Producing a list of its members
for consideration by potential clients
is a fundamental requirement of any
institution. The RIAS Directory meets this
obligation in some style and incorporates
a good deal of guidance for the tyro
client beyond simple lists of names and
addresses. Commissioning, designing and
constructing a building, the advantages of
using a chartered architect, appropriate
forms of contract, an explanation of the
RIAS Consultancy service and even an
introduction to the forthcoming Festival
of Architecture 2016 have been beautifully
summarised in articles which are models
of clarity and concision. I commend them
to you and suggest you immediately seek
permission to incorporate them into your
own practice literature.
The same approach has been applied
to the listings, but in this case has been
slightly undermined by the subscribers
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themselves. The basic entry is free and
every practice would do well to ensure
that it is included, if for no reason other
than that it provides the imprimatur of
respectability in a world overpopulated
with charlatans and n’er-do-wells.
For those prepared to pay, expanded
entries are available, but too often this
provides an opportunity for poor grammar
and bemusing - even disquieting - flights of
fancy to intrude. Perhaps I’m overstating
it; the issue entirely understandable
to the reader and the anomalies might
even provide a useful indicator as to
competence. I’m a client these days and
would certainly find myself disinclined
to hand over my house and savings to
someone who can’t grasp the difference
between singular and plural, let alone one
inclined to go on field trips with the fairies.
Of more concern is the paucity of
illustration. A valiant attempt has been
made and the inclusion of advertising
gratingly illustrates the financial pressures
the Directory faces, but more and bigger
pictures are goals worth pursuing. I live
and work in foreign parts these days and
the quality of Scottish architecture when
judged from overseas can be (literally)
breathtakingly good. Every year a few truly
outstanding projects rise from the lakes of
porridge and my pulse rate elevates with
them.
Transferring the best from RIAS
Quarterly to the Directory might likewise
enthuse a potential client and will
illustrate what can be achieved when
all those complex processes presented
in the introduction are handled by an
expert. Likewise, modifying the listing
framework to replace the tiny prose essays
with more of the small pictorial examples
of a practice’s work would resolve the
grammatical issues and enable clients to
home in on the appropriate architect for
their visions on the basis of architectural
ability, rather than grammatical aptitude.
Be sure to have a look at the new
Directory. I’m sure you will see what I
mean.
WILL GRIME RIAS

BEING: AN ARCHITECT
IAN RITCHIE
ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS,
LONDON
£ 60.00
For an organisation which plays host to
what may well be the largest permanent
gallery of Ian Ritchie Hon FRIAS’s work,
these two substantial volumes are a
particularly welcome acquisition. Now,
given that our Ritchie Gallery may be news
to Mr Ritchie himself, some explanation is
perhaps warranted. When, a few years ago,
the RIAS put out a call to our international
architect fellows to contribute to our
drawings collection, for display on the
route to, and within, our new Garden
Room meeting space, Ian Ritchie was
particularly generous.
A large package of numbered etchings,
eighteen in total, of some of Ian’s practice’s
most significant works, from England,
Ireland, France and Germany arrived. In
addition and ‘just for fun’, Ian emailed the
poems which he had penned in relation to
each project. Now aside from prompting
musings about the self-discipline and
polymathy of an architect who renders
his works in both print and poesy, this
coming together of three art forms,
architecture, etching and poetry, offered
the opportunity of covering a good deal
of the wall space that had prompted the
original request.
The route to the Garden Room is now
blessed with works by such international
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early chapters and then from the black
notebooks which the architect, like many
of his peers, has kept as a careful discipline,
record thoughts, words and drawn ideas
and impressions from throughout his
career.
Volume II is more of an architectural/
philosophical ping-pong between Ritchie
and the writer and researcher Roger
Connah who has been Ritchie’s collaborator
in bringing together his thoughts and
writings on his work and his essays on
architecture and the world around him.
Connah’s interleavings highlight specific
recurring themes in Ritchie’s work and
thought. A thorough and comprehensive
catalogue and bibliography concludes this
volume.
The result is a rich blend of insights to
the mind of an individual who has been
a writer, thinker and most importantly
an extraordinarily prolific architect
throughout a long and successful career.
Ritchie has also collaborated with fellow
architects, with inspired engineers
(notably, of course, the late Peter Rice)
and with clients who understood and
supported his vision.
This is one of those rare works, like

Frank Lloyd Wright’s autobiography
from 1943 or David Mackay’s two recent
volumes which help to explain what it
really means to ‘be an architect’. Like their
‘lives’ Ritchie’s is one where the life and the
art are not separable, where the insatiable
pursuit of architecture is the obsessive
compulsion which drives the man to apply
his extraordinary ability to achieve his
client’s vision (and some) and to improve
the world around him.
Published by the Royal Academy of
Arts, this is a beautiful, boxed, two volume
set. If words (and images) on paper
could ever be considered to express an
individual, his creativity, his drive and his
quiet charisma, these books do that for Mr
Ritchie. One of the illustrations repeated in
both volumes is Ian Ritchie’s reworking of
Leonardo’s Vitruvian man, reinterpreted
according to the relative numbers of
sensory nerve endings in the anatomy,
rendering the proportions absurd and
the image cartoonish. Yet perhaps this
little image exemplifies Ritchie’s pursuit
of essence, understanding and an
architecture which is truly responsive.
NEIL BAXTER HON FRIAS
JAMES RITCHIE

luminaries as Cullinan, Foster, Grimshaw,
Meier, Rogers, Safdie, Siza and Venturi,
one of the most impressive displays
of architectural art anywhere.
The
room itself, a work of, contemporarily
furnished, restraint, with views over
the Incorporation’s modest planted plot
(hence the title) is blessed with eighteen
framed etchings, of Cocteau-esque
sparseness of line, each framed alongside
verses which range from humorous to
philosophical, sometimes both.
Now I realise that this paean of
praise for Mr Ritchie’s generosity to the
Incorporation has used up almost half
the words of this review and that, other
than alluding to the scale and two volumeness of this combined autobiography,
philosophical treatise and catalogue
raisonne I haven’t really mentioned the
book(s).
As the wordplay, or rather the lexicography, of the title of each volume (to coin
a term to describe the graphic emphasis
on the ‘Being’ of the Being: an Architect
in Volume I and the “an Architect” bit
in Volume II) implies the first volume
is the autobiography. The words drawn,
presumably, largely from memory, for the
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30th October · The Arches · Glasgow
HOSTED BY THE SENSATIONAL LADY ALEX –RING MISTRESS-and-BURLESQUE-STAR-OF-WAM-BAM-CLUB
Hosted by the sensational Lady Alex your hostess and creator of lively
comedy, magic, music and burlesque, of the infamous Wam Bam Club
in London, come and join us for a fresh, fun and devilishly good time to
celebrate the inaugural Gala Dinner of #AmeetsA.
Enjoy fine wines, food and entertainment with the opportunity to bid for
your favourite piece of artwork donated by many iconic creators from
the art, architecture and design community.
This glittering event will be supporting both ENABLE Scotland and the
Glasgow School of Art Mackintosh Building Fire Fund.

Corporate Package includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome Reception
3 course dinner with ½ bottle of wine p.p.
Entertainment from Lady Alex
DJ set
Tables - £1000 (10 guests)
Tickets - £110

For further information please contact:
sara@doublesevents.com · Linsey.Forrester@enable.org.uk · www.ameetsa.com

Created by Double S for ENABLE Scotland
Charity Number SC009024
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EXPLORATIONS IN URBAN DESIGN:
AN URBAN DESIGN PRIMER
EDITED BY MATTHEW CARMONA
ASHGATE
£ 30.00
Explorations in Urban Design: An Urban
Design Primer is a collection of research
essays gathered from UCL’s various built
environment departments which include
the Bartlett School of Architecture,
School of Planning and Faculty of Built
Environment. This book is edited by
Matthew Carmona, who himself is a
Professor of Planning & Urban Design at
the Bartlett. The ranges of contributions,
in their style and in their tone are unique
and stand apart from each other in not
only their research topics but how they
have been researched.
Carmona goes on to explain this was
exactly his aim when he compiled these
disparate essays. The field of Urban Design
is such a widespread topic, embracing
architecture, landscape design, planning
and masterplanning, that it is sometimes
difficult to begin to analyse it as a whole.
This book brings together a rich and
varied set of approaches for not only
understanding and analysing existing
urban situations but also how to go about
starting the design process for a new
urban layout.
The essays themselves are laid out
in a clever and accessible manner, each
grouped into an overall approach of how
urban design should be researched and
understood. These groupings include
‘Philosophical
Approaches’,
‘Process
Investigations’, ‘Physical Explorations’,

‘Propositional
Experiments’
and
‘Performance Enquires’. As the titles show
this book covers all kinds of research
methodologies which are currently used to
provide an overall view of the way the built
environment is researched.
At the beginning of each grouping a
useful visual diagram is provided to help
the reader understand whether the essays
are more primary or secondary source,
inductive or deductive and whether
they are more subjective or objective in
their academic approach. This allows a
clear understanding of their place within
research types but also allows easy
comparison to be made between essays
themselves in terms of their methodology.
At the end of each essay, within these
groupings, Carmona provides an excellent
‘Tips for Researches’ section which will
further enhance the reader’s own approach
to research, should they chose a similar
methodology.
This book is aimed at students of
urban design, in all disciplines, whether
they study architecture, masterplanning
or planning. All will find merit in the
range of approaches discussed and what
results each method ultimately achieves.
It would surely inform students of the

ALL THESE NEW TITLES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE RIAS BOOKSHOP,
15 RUTLAND SQUARE, EDINBURGH; BY MAIL ORDER (0131 229 7545);
OR ONLINE AT WWW.RIAS.ORG.UK/BOOKSHOP

variety of topics urban design reaches
and how to begin to analyse them. But it
is not only for students. Practitioners will
find this an informative collection. The
range of perspectives will surely broaden
and open professionals’ minds to seeing
urban design from different disciplines’
perspectives, which can only be positive.
Highlights of the book are the many
essays which propose completely new
approaches for urban design. There are
contributions by well known practitioner
academics such as Terry Farrell and CJ Lim
who contribute significant research, based
on their previously published work. There
are also very interesting essays about
generative street layouts by Marshall and
Sutton and revisiting New Towns and
their future by Karimi and Vaughan which
stand out as a few personal favourites.
Explorations in Urban Design: An Urban
Design Primer edited by Matthew Carmona
is a fascinating gathering of the recent
research by UCL’s many built environment
departments will interest anyone with a
passion for urban design. This is a must
read for those working in the field and a
‘go-to’ reference work for students.
JOHN BURNS RIAS
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Killearn Village Hall
In 2013 WMA provided the structural and drainage designs for
MacDuff Architects for the extension of Killearn Village Hall, which
was housed in a former church. The extension was a steel framed
structure providing two storeys of additional accommodation
(460 m² floor space) and required the floor of the church to be
removed and a mezzanine floor installed, forming basement
accommodation. WMA provided full structural and drainage
design, including storm drainage and attenuation using storm cells.
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM RIAS PRACTICE
IF YOU HAVE ISSUES YOU WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS
PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT US.
MARYSE RICHARDSON, MANAGER: PRACTICE
0131 229 7545 MRICHARDSON@RIAS.ORG.UK
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PRACTICE UPDATE

CONSULTATIONS

CONTRACTS UPDATE

ARB CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CONSENT ORDERS
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PROFESSIONAL
CONDUCT COMMITTEE RULES
The Architects Registration Board is holding a consultation exercise
following its decision to make amendments to the Professional
Conduct Committee Rules in order to introduce Consent Orders.
The consultation opened on 28th July 2014.
Currently, under the Architects Act 1997, any architect who has
a case to answer must be referred to the Professional Conduct
Committee (PCC) to consider whether they are guilty at a public
hearing. The right to have a fair trial is one protected by the
European Convention on Human Rights.
Under the proposed process, ARB’s solicitor will consider
whether a case is one that might be suitable to be resolved by
a Consent Order. It is likely that some cases won’t be suitable,
such as large or complex cases or ones where there is a substantial
dispute of the facts. Once a Report has been prepared by a solicitor,
if appropriate, a proposed Consent Order would be offered to the
respondent architect, setting out:
• the agreed facts,
• the act of unacceptable professional misconduct/serious
professional, incompetence/criminal conviction,
• the terms of any disciplinary sanction to be imposed,
• confirmation that the respondent has been offered the
opportunity of a hearing but does not require one.
If the respondent does not accept the terms, or wishes to have
a hearing, then the case will proceed to the PCC hearing in the
normal way.
To view the full consultation documents go to the ARB website
www.arb.org.uk and click on “Consultations”. The consultation
closes on 28th October 2014.

NEW RIAS STANDARD FORM OF APPOINTMENT
On 1st October 2014
the RIAS will publish its
latest Standard Form of
Appointment SCA/2014.
This appointment is fully
compatible with the RIBA
Plan of Work 2013. New
Scottish Conditions of Appointment of an
an Architect
Architect
guidance on fees and work
stages will accompany
the SCA/2014. Chartered
Practices will be able to
download the e-Form free
of charge from the Practice
Services website on the
day of release. RIAS Bookshop will stock hard copies.
Please note that the RIAS will continue to offer a choice of
Standard Forms of Appointment compatible with both versions
of the RIBA Plan of Work. Appointments in the existing suite such
as the SCA/2000 are not superceded.
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SCA 2014

Compatible with new RIBA Plan of Work

The RIAS represents the
rchitects
Royal Institute of British Architects
in Scotland

CHANGES TO ASP/2005 AND SCA/2000 - CONSUMER
CONTRACTS REGULATION 2013
In June 2014 a new set of legal obligations came into effect
regarding the amount of information an architect must give a
consumer when providing goods and services.
The Consumer Contracts Regulations strengthen previous EU
regulations.
Architects should note that the cancellation period for
consumer contracts has been extended to 14 days. The ASP/2005
and SCA/2000 have being revised to take into account the
changes in legislation. Updated versions of these standard forms
of appointment are available on the RIAS website. The other
forms (Design and Build and Sub-Consultancy agreements) are
unaffected.
Guidance on how these Regulations might impact on
architects is available on the ARB website www.arb.org.uk/
consumercontractsregulations.
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PLANNING UPDATE
The following update has been compiled by the RIAS Planning
Committee to inform members of the latest developments in planning
legislation and associated reports. Hugh Crawford, Planning Committee
Convenor, writes –
PLANNING APPEALS
The Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals (DPEA)
Stakeholders Group met on 21 May 2014 and heard a report from
the Chief Reporter.
There is a new Management System to be brought out in
December, which will allow information to be available on the
web more quickly. It will be possible to register as a user and to
bookmark documents. It should be easier to find documents.

Despite economic constraints, the strength of the unit is being
maintained with new staff, but no increased capacity. About half
the appeals being handled are being done by part time Reporters.
There is a significant change in the types of appeals.
There has been a decrease in the number of appeals from last
year, but the complexity of appeals is increasing, taking longer to
deal with. The big element in the case load of appeals is onshore
wind turbines, being about a third of the workload. There are
fewer enforcement cases, but there is expected to be a growth in
High Hedges appeals.
In response to matters raised about the conduct of Hearings,
it was noted that this can vary with the Reporter; there is concern
about the impact of legal representation which can lead to cross
examination. It is important to keep Hearings in a positive
mood to bring out the best evidence for the Reporter to reach
a well informed decision. This view was endorsed by the RIAS
representative.
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The unit is meeting 90% of cases with a twelve week target, but
less so on cases with a twenty week target. Some appeals are being
turned away mainly due to being out of time.
From Statistics published by the unit, it was noted that, in the
course of last year 596 appeals were received; down from 665 the
year before. Most of these were appeals against refusal of planning
permission, and to a lesser extent appeals against enforcement
notices, conservation area consent and advertisement consent.
The percentage of appeals allowed for appeals against refusal
of planning permission is 48%, and for all types of delegated
appeals, it is 46%; that includes enforcement, conservation and
advertisement appeals.
The RIAS delegate raised the continuing concern about the
conduct and effectiveness of Local Review Bodies. The RIAS
assembled evidence from Practices about LRB’s and is due to meet
with the Scottish Government to discuss a review of the working
of the system after its first five years. LRB’s were set up to reduce
the number of cases being brought to the Reporters Unit.
NATIONAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK AND SCOTTISH
PLANNING POLICY
The Scottish Government
has now published the
finalised versions of
Scotland’s third National
Planning
Framework
(NPF3) and the Scottish
Planning Policy (SPP). The
RIAS responded to the
consultation exercise in
July 2013.
These two important
documents for land-use
planning in Scotland
were published on 23
June 2014. NPF3 sets the context for development planning and
provides a framework for the spatial development of Scotland
as a whole. It sets out the Government’s development priorities
over the next 20-30 years and identifies 14 national developments
which support the development strategy.
SPP focuses plan making, planning decisions and development
design on the Scottish Government’s purpose of creating a more
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successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to
flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth.
NPF3 and SPP are accompanied by a suite of associated
documents and assessments.
REGULATORY REFORM BILL SCOTLAND) 2014
Section 55 of the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 came into
force on 30th June 2014. Section 55 provides Scottish Ministers
with new powers to vary the fee levels chargeable by different
planning authorities. Following a process of review, Scottish
Ministers may introduce a lower fee level if they were satisfied that
the performance of that planning authority was not satisfactory.
During 2014/15, the Scottish Government is continuing a
programme of work to support all stakeholders to improve the
performance of the planning service.
NEW TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING LEGISLATION
The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)
(Scotland) Amendment Order 2014 (SSI 2014 No.142) came into
force on 30th June 2014. The Order makes various amendments
to non-domestic permitted development classes (in particular
Class 67 - Development by telecommunication code operators)
and introduces new permitted development rights for shops,
offices, schools, colleges and hospitals as well as charging points
for electric vehicles and disabled access to non-domestic buildings.
The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements)
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2014 (SSI 2014 No. 139) - These
Regulations introduce a power for planning authorities to issue
a Stop Notice in respect of enforcement action where there is a
breach of the 1984 Advertisement Regulations and make it an
offence not to comply with a Stop Notice or an Enforcement
notice.
PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURE DIVISION’S PLANNING
PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK REPORT 2013-14
The Planning and Architecture Division have published their
Planning Performance Framework Report 2013-14.The Report
outlines the work that the division has undertaken throughout
the reporting year, progress against their service improvement
commitments and includes a new set of commitments for 2014-15.
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN GATEWAY
All correspondence to Planning and Architecture relating to
development plans should go to: developmentplans@scotland.
gsi.gov.uk. The gateway is for all stakeholders, including planning
authorities, agencies, developers and members of the public,
that wish to contact PAD regarding the process or content of
development plans in Scotland.
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT RESPONSE - STRATEGIC
DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW
Scottish Ministers have published their response to the review of
strategic planning. The report of the review was published in April
2014. The response outlines 14 actions the Scottish Government
will take, including working with others, to support strategic
planning to realise its full potential.
STREAMLINING PLANNING ASSESSMENTS:
STAKEHOLDER SURVEY RESULTS
Further to e-PI 253 (April) the results of the Scottish Government
streamlining assessments online survey have been published. The
provision of information and assessments to support planning
applications in Scotland had been identified as an area where more
could be done to improve consistency and aid the operation of the
Scottish planning system. The results of the survey can now be
used to provide an evidence base against which future changes can
be tested.

More information on all areas of Planning can be found on the
Scottish Government website in the Built Environment section.

CONSERVATION UPDATE
FIT FOR THE FUTURE – RIAS CONSERVATION SEMINAR
On Thursday 5th June 2014 the RIAS organised a Conservation
seminar entitled Fit for the Future. As in previous years it was
aimed at all RIAS accredited architects as well as members who
have an interest in the historic environment. The event, held at the
Storytelling Centre in Edinburgh, was sold out. Over 90 delegates
attended from all RIAS Chapters.
This year the seminar focused on fire engineering and
integrating services into historic buildings. The theme had been
chosen well before the tragic events at the Mackintosh School of
Architecture in Glasgow and the presentation on the Role of Fire
Suppression Systems in Historic and Heritage Buildings in particular
heightened delegates’ awareness of the risks – but also the
solutions available, with the Mac very much in everybody’s mind.
Other
presentations
included
Historic
Scotland’s
refurbishment principles, developing fire engineering strategies
for Historic Buildings and steps to a fire risk assessment and
advice from Scottish Building Standards about conversions.
In addition to their excellent presentations the speakers
agreed to contribute technical articles which will be published in
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Practice Information throughout the autumn. Chartered Practices
will be able to access the following articles on the Practice Services
website:
•
•
•
•

Conversions of Buildings and application of Building Standards,
Role of Fire Suppression Systems in Historic and Heritage Buildings,
Integration of Services in Buildings,
Fire Risk Assessment and Historic Buildings.

CHANGES TO CONSULTATION AND NOTIFICATION
ARRANGEMENTS
Ministers have introduced a new requirement for Historic
Scotland to be consulted on development affecting World Heritage
Sites. In addition, three new notification triggers have been
introduced, relating to historic battlefields, World Heritage Sites
and neighbouring planning authorities. The changes came into
force on 23rd June 2014.
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT SCOTLAND BILL – STAGE 1
COMPLETE
The Historic Environment Scotland Bill has now completed
Stage 1 of its progress through the Scottish Parliament. It was
first introduced in March 2014. A debate and vote took place
on Thursday 19th June. The Official Report of the debate and
additional information in relation to the Bill can be found on the
Scottish Parliament website.

IT UPDATE
LAUNCH OF ‘ARCHI’ DOMAIN NAMES
The following practice note has been prepared by Jon Jardine, RIAS IT
Specialist.
The internet is evolving at a very fast pace, and it can be easy to
overlook new developments and innovations. One such recent
development is the creation of a greater number of “top level
domains” (TLDs). TLDs originally included names such as “com”,
“net”, “org” and all the country domains, e.g. “uk”. In 2000, new
domains were added, including “museum”, “biz”, “info” and
“name”. Now, a whole series of new TLDs have been proposed and
are being implemented.
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One of these new top-level domains, “.archi”, has now
been launched. A number of registrars are currently offering
.archi domains for sale. According to one of these registrars,
“Startingdot”, a company founded in 2011 in Paris, their goal
is to position “.archi” as the trusted source when searching for
information about architecture online. This company is endorsed
by the UIA (though there is no indication of whether there is any
‘kickback’ to UIA from registrations).
Whether “.archi” domains assume any weight as a source of
architectural services will depend on how many architectural
practices and organisations take up the offer. Remember that
registers aren’t charities - they exist to make money.
A few searches to see which domains are available suggested
that few practices worldwide have taken advantage of this new
domain yet (you can still buy ‘fosterandpartners.archi’). Pricing
for these new domains seems to be around £46 per year, which
is significantly more expensive that the equivalent .co.uk or .com
domain. Of course, trying to find an available .co.uk or .com
domain can be very tricky, so it might be advantageous for new
practices or those looking for a ‘nicer’ domain.
There also seems to be no real restriction on who can use
“.archi” domains. Thus derivatives, offering ‘architectural services’
and technologist firms will undoubtedly reduce their standing as a
‘go to’ for architects. Perhaps the best thing to do would be to wait
for a year or two to see how much traction this new TLD gains.
Further information is available at http://dot-archi.com (although
a quick Google search will also bring up other suppliers).
RIAS Council considered the new developments at its June
2014 meeting and recommended that they be brought to the
attention of RIAS members, but not endorsed or supported (in
other words – caveat emptor!).

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
SBCC ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2014
The SBCC Annual Conference will be held in the Jeffrey Room, the
Mitchell Library, Glasgow on Thursday 27 November 2014. This
year the programme will feature a contract update, post referendum
implications for the Construction Sector, a procurement review
and much more. Full details and booking forms are available at
www.sbcconline.com
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WHAT IS NOVATION?
Traditionally, a developer retained the design team to prepare a
complete design package for a contractor to price and then build.
Any discrepancy in construction would then be either a defect
in the design package or contractor error. Under this model the
risk for the developer is that a design defect may result in added
expense from a contractor’s claim or a defective building. The
developer would then have to pursue its design team, including
the architect, for their fault.
On larger projects this model is increasingly rare as developers
seek to offload risk to the contractor. One popular way of doing
this, yet maintaining some influence in the conceptual stages, is
novation. Here the design team is employed by the developer to
design enough to allow the contractor to bid and is then transferred
over to what becomes a design and build contractor. The developer
will often also get a collateral warranty from the architect, despite
the novation.
What is novation and what should you look out for? • In effect it is an entirely new contract. Arguments or defences
the architect may have previously had against the developer
are of no use against the contractor.
• Take as much care with this new contract as with your original
appointment. Check for all the clauses that you would look
for in an appointment, including a net contribution clause,
limitation of liability and so on.
• Any error in design may lead to a loss for the contractor and a
claim against the designer.
• As you are now the contractor’s sub-contractor, you may have
to assist in making a claim against the developer who originally
chose you.
• In terms of your appointment, you may be obliged to enter
into a novation agreement. You need to take care that you have
some control.
• The developer will chose the contractor but will you have any
say? What security does the novation agreement provide for
the balance of your fees? It may be possible to provide in the
appointment that the developer will guarantee your fees or
you can refuse to be novated but this may not be agreed.

The most famous novation case in Scotland is Blyth & Blyth Ltd
v Carillion Construction Ltd, over 10 years ago but still relevant. The
novation agreement referred to the losses of the “Employer” who
had originally employed the engineers and not the contractor to
whom they had been novated. The contractor was unable to claim
for losses it allegedly suffered as the employer did not suffer them.
Its alleged losses were therefore irrecoverable and fell into a legal
“black hole”, even had there been fault. It is a perfect example of
novation going awry.
Regardless, novation is here to stay.
WHAT ABOUT ASSIGNATION?
It’s partly the clean slate for both developer and contractor
which means novation is now more popular than assignation. An
assignation maintains the rights and obligations, thus fee or design
claims, of both parties to a contract when it is transferred from one
party to another. Sometimes contracts can expressly forbid this. If
not carefully worded, it could lead to “black hole” arguments and
a trap for the contractor. For example, the appointment quantifies
loss in terms of that suffered by the developer but if the contract is
assigned, it may be the contractor, not the employer, who suffers
loss.
NET CONTRIBUTION CLAUSES - UPDATE
You may recall I expressed my surprise that the net contribution
clause in the architect’s appointment in West v. Ian Finlay &
Associates did not apply in relation to the main contractors who
had become insolvent - RIAS Quarterly (Winter 2013 - issue 16).
The English Court of Appeal has now reversed the decision and
upheld the, clause in question. My advice remains the same - take
care when wording a net contribution clause, in particular if you
are appointed by a consumer.
SUSAN RICCIO
RIAS INSURANCE SERVICES
Tel 0131 311 4292 Fax 0131 311 4280
Email susan.riccio@marsh.com

77

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY A U T U M N 2 014

CLAIMS
ASBESTOS RISKS!
ADVICE FOR RETIRED MEMBERS FACING CLAIMS FOR ASBESTOS-RELATED DAMAGES

In February 2013, three surviving partners of Robert Matthew
Johnson Marshall (RMJM), all in their nineties, received writs,
quite out of the blue, served from the Edinburgh Court of Session.
The suit originated after the sad death from mesothelioma (a
condition, like asbestosis, caused by exposure to asbestos) of a
Mr Miller, whose family were seeking £1.1m compensation from
previous employers who may have brought him into contact with
asbestos.
This terrible disease takes decades to incubate and the source of
infection is impossible to identify. So society compensates victims
with a law based on the principle that responsibility for damages
is shared, in proportion to the relative possibility of exposure,
amongst all those whose employment of affected individuals may
have caused infection and can be shown to have been negligent or
to have breached statutory requirements in allowing employees’
exposure to asbestos dust.
Whilst this principle is intended to share the burden of
damages, an inevitable consequence is that protagonists named in
such suits will tend to want to shift the burden onto each other and are at liberty to seek out and attempt to prove the case against
further parties to share the burden if they possibly can.
This can create a long, expensive and often very stressful
process, as it did in the case of the surviving RMJM partners, until
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a point was reached some months ago when it was proven that
the unfortunate Mr Miller’s exposure to asbestos while working
for RMJM as a clerk of works at Ninewells hospital, Dundee, was
negligible, and in any event not negligent. And finally the bereaved
family have been awarded substantial damages (in excess of
£360,000) which will be paid by others.
The case was fought with power of attorney by the sons of two
of the pursued former RMJM Partners, Ben Derbyshire (on behalf
of Sir Andrew Derbyshire), and Marcus Lee (on behalf of Vernon
Lee) and there was plenty of support from sympathetic friends,
colleagues and both RIAS and RIBA. But the experience revealed
a lack of factual information and practical support available to
people like Andrew and Vernon, or their families. There is little
readily available information on how the law works, where to go
to find insurance, what sort of specialist legal advice to get or who
the specialists in the field are. This added greatly to the time spent
and the costs incurred fighting the claim.
So, with the help of Ian Leach of BLM Law, the firm that
ultimately obtained the release of the three former partners from
this nightmare, a website has been launched (www.asbestosfaqs.
co.uk) with answers to a range of frequently asked questions,
contact names and numbers and an interactive blog which it is
hoped will help others to short-circuit many of the difficulties
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VERNON

faced by the former RMJM partners. Both Iain Connelly and
Stephen Hodder, Presidents of the RIAS and RIBA respectively,
have agreed to provide links to this from parts of their Institute
websites that are accessible to non-members (www.rias.org.uk/
services/useful-links/).
Obviously, a significant aspect is that retired architects who
are no longer paying annual subscriptions are most likely to be
afflicted by this problem. This case should serve as a reminder
to all practicing architects that the insurance industry cannot be
relied upon to keep a record of historic policies and to check for
copies of Employers’ and Public Liability as well as Professional
Indemnity Insurance certificates for all past years of practice.
Such claims are usually dealt with by EL/PL insurers. However
difficulties can arise when claims are intimated against individuals,
where the employing company no longer exists, where there was
no insurance cover in place or (as in this case) where the insurance
cannot be traced.
Here are the FAQs that to which you will be able to find
answers on this new website:
Q1

What should I do if I, or my company, receive a letter of
claim or are served with court proceedings?

Q2

What will my insurance cover?

Q4

Are there any timescales for bringing such actions?

Q5

What happens if I cannot trace any insurance cover?

Q6

I am retired from my firm/company. Can I still have any
liability?

Q7

I was a partner in a firm which subsequently transferred
all assets and liabilities to another company. Is there any
potential for liability against me arising from the period
when I was a partner in that firm?

Q8

How do I find a suitably qualified solicitor?

Q9

What could happen if I ignore any intimation of claim or a
court summons?

Q10

What sort of asbestos-related conditions can people claim
for?

Q11

How much can affected people claim for?

Q12

If insurance cover is established do I need to do anything
else?

Q13

What action should I take to protect myself from possible
future action?

Q14

When are the years of practice from which I may be at
greatest risk?

Q15

Can I obtain legal aid or is there other financial support
available to help pay for my defence and can I claim costs if
I win?

Answers will be provided in relation to both Scottish and
English law and the website can be found at www.asbestosfaqs.
co.uk.
BEN DERBYSHIRE, MARCUS LEE, IAN LEACH

Q3

What happens if I am not able to trace the full insurance
cover for the alleged period of asbestos exposure?
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We bring the façade to life

We bring the façade to life. Balco has delivered smart balcony solutions since 1987.
Our long experience combined with sound and solid finances make us a reliable
partner. We do help you through the whole process, from the initial decisionmaking to the final warranty inspection. www.balcouk.com

BALCONIES
FOR
GREATER
LIVING
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CHOOSING LIFE POLICIES
Most people believe that life insurance is “a good thing”. It
underpins our financial planning, protecting our family. It can also
be a key business tool or estate planning mechanism.
Life insurance can also be a complicated business – full of
jargon, legalese and long application forms. Yet it need not be
thus. Understand the fundamentals, and life insurance becomes
relatively straightforward.
The prime purpose of any life insurance policy is to provide
money where there is a financial need arising from a death. There
may be other reasons, but they are subsidiary to this main need.
WHY MIGHT MONEY BE NEEDED?
• to pay off a mortgage/loan - if a borrower dies loans still have
to be repaid,
• to protect a family against the early death of a loved one.
Life insurance can provide a lump sum or income to help
compensate for the loss of someone’s salary,
• to pay the inheritance tax bill on an estate,
• to protect a business against the financial consequences of the
loss of a business owner or key person.
ON WHOSE LIFE SHOULD THE POLICY BE TAKEN OUT?
You can have life insurance on the life of one person or on the joint
lives of two. More is possible, but unusual except for group life
insurance –usually bought by employers.
If it is your income that will be lost if you die, you are the life
to be insured. If you live with a partner, you can insure both lives.
In that case, the policy will pay out if one of you dies. If you are
insuring to pay inheritance tax, a second death policy is needed.
This pays out once both of you have died – making the insurance
cheaper.
HOW MUCH MONEY IS NEEDED AND WHEN?
If you have a mortgage, you might want a lump sum to pay off
the loan. The minimum cover will be the outstanding mortgage,
perhaps with the sum insured reducing year by year (if you have a
repayment type mortgage), although most people will want more
cover than that. This sounds like a lot, but once any loans have
been paid and the remainder invested, it would still generate less
income than your salary. If you have young children, a regular
income may be more appropriate.

WHAT IS THE RIGHT TYPE OF POLICY TO HAVE?
There are many insurance policies available. Only expert advice
and careful consideration can ensure you have the appropriate
policy. You need to bear in mind that your circumstances – and
therefore insurance requirements - will change as you get older.
HOW WE CAN HELP?
Once you have identified what sort of cover you need, and how
much, the process of choosing the right policy starts in earnest.
Our role is threefold:
1. To know enough about you, by asking questions (a “fact-find”)
that take account of your situation, preferences and views, to
be able to make the right recommendations.
2. To help identify your priorities. If you were insured against
absolutely everything, you may end up paying more than you
could comfortably afford on premiums.
3. Recommend the best solutions to meet your needs.
LORRAINE MURRAY
THERE IS CLEARLY A LOT OF WORK INVOLVED IN
CHOOSING THE RIGHT LIFE INSURANCE TO MEET
YOUR NEEDS. WE CAN HELP YOU. IF YOU WOULD LIKE
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE, CONTACT RIAS PFS
ON 0141 226 8866 OR EMAIL FRAME@RIASPFS.COM.

RIAS PFS
Tel 0141 226 8866
Email info@riaspfs.com
Web www.riaspfs.com
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C O M M E R C I A L

H O T E L

Established in 1999, Scope is one of Scotland’s leading bathroom
companies in both the Retail and Contract sectors. Scope is proud
to have provided many of the UK’s finest hotels and best known
housebuilders with quality bathroom specifications.
6000sq.ft Showroom. Please call Derek Miller to discuss any project.

Scope Bathrooms, 40 Colquhoun Avenue, Hillington Estate, Glasgow G52 4BN

in partnership with

Telephone: 0141 882 8282 www.scope-bathrooms.co.uk
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CHAPTERS
THE NATIONAL MINING MUSEUM, PURCELL
PHOTO: CHRIS HUMPHREYS

THE RIAS IS A FEDERATION OF SIX LOCAL CHAPTERS.
CHAPTER ACTIVITY IS CENTRAL TO THE LIFE OF THE
INCORPORATION AND OUR SERVICES TO OUR MEMBERS.
THESE UPDATES ILLUSTRATE THE BREADTH AND
QUALITY OF CHAPTER ACTIVITY.
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WWW.ABERDEENARCHITECTS.ORG

Hopefully all ASA members have been able to enjoy some of the
good weather we have had over the summer period. As the nights
begin to shorten it is time to focus again on Chapter matters.
The long awaited update to the ASA Chapter website has
been progressed over the summer by the further efforts of James
Nicol, who was successful in our recent student competition. The
website, which will ‘go live’ during the month of September, will
provide a fresh and contemporary online portal for those looking
to find out about the profession and the benefits of engaging a
Chartered Architect. The site will contain a refresh of the Practice
Directory and links to individual Practice websites; and of course
the RIAS. I am assured that the new website is more readily
updated and interactive than previously and I hope that we can
encourage contributions from the wider Chapter to ensure that
this is a platform that can be built upon during future years…we
can even be followed on Twitter!
The ASA Chapter Awards for 2014 will be launched at the
beginning of November, with a call for entries in similar format to
previous years. There are plenty of new projects being built within
the Chapter and new standards of design quality are being set.
We would certainly hope that this boom will be reflected in the
number and quality of entries.
I am delighted to have been given the opportunity to join the
judging for the Aberdeen Civic Society Awards again this year and
this has highlighted the increasing strength of architecture and
design locally. The building boom shows no sign of abating and it
is encouraging that high quality design is evident in many projects,
both large and small, and these contribute a lot to this growing
city. The awards presentation takes place in mid-October so no
announcements here. However I would encourage our members
to put forward their work to our own Chapter Awards towards
the end of the year and to future RIAS Awards. The north east of
Scotland is under represented at a national level when measured
against our peers.
The Chapter is in the process of finalising details for our next
Chapter CPD event, planned for mid-November. It is hoped that
a tour of the recently completed Aquatics Centre in Aberdeen will
provide the backdrop to the CPD presentations. This will again be
a half-day event. I hope that as many members a possible will be
able to attend.
The Annual Dinner preparations are also progressing for next
year; for Friday 27th February 2015 (a date for the diary). Further
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TOM JOY PHOTOGRAPHY

ABERDEEN

details will be shared with the membership over the coming
months and we look forward to building upon the growing success
of this event.
Finally, the local Chapter is always on the lookout for new
members able to contribute fresh ideas. The Chapter is a members’
organisation and we need you to drive the agenda. If you feel there
is something we are not doing that you feel we should, please get
involved and help make it happen. If you would like to come along
to one of the regular Chapter meetings and see what is involved,
I can be contacted through the website or directly on bruce.
ballance@mrtarchitects.com.
BRUCE BALLANCE RIAS
PRESIDENT ASA
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WWW.DIA-ARCHITECTS.COM
ROBIN BAKER ARCHITECTS

DC THOMSON

DUNDEE

PERTH CITY HALL

THE BIRKS CINEMA, ROBIN BAKER ARCHITECTS

With the holidays seeming a dim and distant memory, thoughts
turn to events in our calendar for the forthcoming year. First and
foremost are our annual awards, the entry forms for which were
e-mailed to members. We trust we shall receive the usual high
quantity of submissions as in previous years. There are many gems
within the DIA Chapter area so please submit them. You never
know, you may well become a winner. Best of luck!
Our congratulations go to Robin Baker Architects, our supreme
winner 2013 for The Birks Cinema in Aberfeldy for winning the
RIAS and Scottish Government’s Client of the Year award. This
development has proved to be the catalyst for the regeneration of
Aberfeldy with inward investment and developments taking place.
Good architecture can change lives! Well done Robin.
The DIA annual awards dinner takes place on Thursday 20th
November 2014 in the Best Western Invercarse Hotel, 371 Perth
Road, Dundee. As ever, our gratitude goes to our sponsors, without
whom we would not be able to hold the dinner. They are; our main
sponsor, Andrew Shepherd Construction, Blackadder Solicitors,
CUPA Natural Materials, Millard Consulting Engineers, Turner
Townsend, Bentley Shopfitting, Scotframe and ORA Ceramics.
We have been working with our local publisher, DC Thomson,
publisher of The Courier, on a “Looking Up” initiative. The fruits
of our labours were seen in a three page editorial, inviting the
public to look up and engage in their architectural surroundings.
Most members of the public fail to look any higher than eye level,
thereby missing many details and wonders around them. In line
with this editorial, we instigated a competition with the readers to
identify various details of their local built environment. We await
the results!

Our members have reported an increase in enquiries,
commissions and subsequent applications for both planning and
warrants, a long awaited and welcome upturn which we hope is
sustained. This renewed confidence is visible in Dundee itself with
the £1 billion waterfront development proceeding apace. There is
a sense of pride and optimism within the City which hopefully
will not only benefit Dundee but also the wider hinterland. On a
recent trip to the Pompidou in Paris, a colleague noted a display
of Kenga Kuma’s work which included the new V&A in Dundee.
Architecture can indeed reach across boundaries and raise spirits.
The ongoing saga of the future of Perth City Hall continues.
Despite both public and Historic Scotland’s support for the
retention and development of the Edwardian Hall, the local
Council is determined to raise it to the ground to make way for a
an open space. There is an opportunity to convert the hall to either
a boutique hotel or market space to house Perth’s famous Farmers
Market. Both are supported by the DIA. (Or simply to leave it as it
is and let it out for community events – Ed.)
We are continuing our joint initiative with Dundee City
Council’s building standards department in having joint CPD
meetings and regulations updates. Our own CPD events will be
starting soon, held once more in Dundee Contemporary Arts,
Nerthergate, Dundee. These events are free for our members.
Please come along. Details of these events will be e-mailed - keep
an eye out!
COLIN DOIG RIAS
PRESIDENT DIA
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EDINBURGH

WWW.EAA.ORG.UK

GRAEME DUNCAN

The Haining – Lee Boyd Ltd: In this conversion of former coach
houses and loose boxes in the stables courtyard to flexible studio
workshop spaces, the internal spaces are uncomplicated. The use
of different colours for the ancillary areas behind the glazing gives
the coach houses a fresh and distinct character.
The National Mining Museum – Purcell: The brief was to provide
a non-secular memorial space, within a modest budget. The
‘memorial wall’ runs the height of the building and features health
and safety objects, in metal cages and archive photographs.
EDINBURGH URBAN DESIGN PANEL
EAA continues to provide three members for the Panel’s monthly
meetings, reviewing major projects at the pre-application stage.

THE HAINING, LEE BOYD LTD

STUDENT AWARD
At the end of June the EAA was pleased to award the J R MacKay
Medal to the best third year student at the Edinburgh School of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture (ESALA). The winner
of this award was Hakon Heie Ellingsen. Judges also this year
awarded a commendation to Andrew Gass.
EAA AWARDS BUILDINGS VISIT
On the 13th June the EAA held its annual award winning buildings
visit, a unique opportunity to visit and experience a selection of
outstanding award winning projects within the Edinburgh Chapter
area. This year included:
Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation (ECCI) – Malcolm Fraser
Architects: Set within a refurbished and extended, category B listed,
former high school, the brief required a refurbished teaching space,
lecture facilities, meeting rooms, staff offices and a student hub
and café to make better use of two “lost” 18th-century buildings.
This is the first listed building to achieve BREEAM Outstanding
(at design stage).
Abbotsford House – LDN Architects: This highly-sensitive
conservation project has safeguarded the future of one of
Scotland’s greatest cultural sites. Wide-ranging work included
a full programme of external and internal fabric conservation
works, creation of a learning suite and development of luxury
holiday accommodation to provide financial sustainability.
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CPD
The EAA is holding the third of its quarterly CPD events on 10th
September on Materials: Strength, Beauty and Craft: Architect,
Craftsman and Engineer’s Perspectives.
In what promises to be an interesting and informative event
we have five speakers lined up, all with a wealth of experience:
David Narro of David Narro Associates, Jocelyn Cunliffe of
Gray, Marshall & Associates, Malcolm Thomson of D Blake and
Co Ltd, Peter Wilson of the Wood Studio within Edinburgh
Napier University’s Institute for Sustainable Construction, and
Peter Moonen of the Sustainability Coalition and Sustainability
Coordinator for the Canadian Wood Council.
They will share with us their knowledge, perspectives, issues
encountered and resolved, in presenting their work.
RIAS 2016 FESTIVAL
The EAA continues to be excited about the RIAS 2016 Festival.
The EAA has been allocated the month of May, which will coincide
with the RIAS 2016 Convention in Edinburgh.
The EAA is developing some ideas, which include an
architectural film festival and architectural tours of Edinburgh Old
Town.
More information and other Chapter news is available on the EAA
website www.eaa.org.uk.
IAN STEWART RIAS
PRESIDENT EAA
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Glasgow really was the place to be in the summer of 2014. The city
opened its doors to visitors from across the Commonwealth to
enjoy eleven days of ‘friendly’ sporting competition alongside a
world class cultural programme.
The GIA took full advantage of this tourist influx and set
out to show off and promote the architectural significance of
Glasgow. Our Education committee ran a pop-up bookshop from
the Lighthouse during the first weekend of the Games and freely
distributed a variety of architectural publications including Year
Books from both Glasgow Schools of Architecture.
Our Conservation & Sustainability committee was present in
Springburn Park to welcome the Queen’s Baton Relay and promote
the launch of our Springburn Winter Garden design competition.
Significant interest has been expressed in the competition and we
hope to announce a shortlist during the Doors Open Day weekend.
Council also agreed to commission an illustrated map of
Glasgow to commemorate the 2014 Games. Glasgow Architect
Anna Gibb beautifully illustrated fourteen Glasgow architectural
highlights and all fifty limited edition prints are now sold out.
Ahead of the excitement of the Games, the GIA undertook our
annual student judging at both Glasgow schools. Once again the
standard of work on show was exceptional. It was encouraging to
see Strathclyde University choosing to occupy spaces around the
city to exhibit the student work - a fresh approach to the traditional
end of year show which will hopefully develop and grow over the
coming years. We were pleased to be joined this year by guest
judge, Raffaele Esposito of City Design Glasgow City Council.
On accepting the Presidency I committed to promoting GIA
activities throughout our chapter. On Wednesday 20th August our
Practice & CPD committee hosted our first chapter outreach event
at Easterbrook Hall, Dumfries. The afternoon session of talks from
a variety of speakers included Dumfries & Galloway Council and
Fatt Buzz Media. The event was well attended. I look forward to
similar outreach in the future.
Our annual awards dinner is fast approaching and we were
very pleased to receive a high number of entries again this year.
The very enjoyable task of judging will be undertaken by Council
members and a distinguished group of guest judges throughout
October.
During last year’s GIA dinner I agreed to arrange a charity cycle
covering the 440 miles between the RIAS and RIBA in support of
the Architects Benevolent Society. I was very pleased that 10 fellow

NICHOLAS ROBERTS

WWW.GIA.ORG.UK

ILLUSTRATED MAP OF GLASGOW TO COMMEMORATE THE 2014 GAMES BY
ANNA GIBB
CHARLENE RANKIN

GLASGOW

GIA SET OFF ON THEIR CHARITY BIKE RIDE FROM RIAS TO RIBA

architect cyclists agreed to join me and, at the time of reading this
article, we should have completed the challenge. We are keeping
our fundraising page open for a few more weeks, so if you can
spare a penny or two please donate at: www.justgiving.com/
RIAStoRIBA.
Finally, the GIA would like to pay further tribute to the late
Professor Andy MacMillan OBE FRIAS. The news of Andy’s death
was greeted with great sadness throughout the GIA’s membership.
“Andy was a man of huge passion, generosity of spirit,
enthusiasm, intellect, creativity and wry humour who enhanced
the lives of all he met. Anyone who ever shared a study trip, a
judging tour, or even a dram at a dinner will testify that Andy
was a man who lived his life to the full and who remained true
to his Maryhill roots, equally at ease with prince or pauper.”
- GIA and RIAS Past President, David Dunbar
MICHAEL DOUGALL RIAS
PRESIDENT GIA
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SUMBURGH HEAD LIGHTHOUSE, GROVES RAINES ARCHITECTS

As keen readers of the RIAS News and Events for August will
know, we have now brought shape to our biennial convention –
taking place on the 7th November in Sleat. There may yet be places
available to take part in a genuinely splendid array of daytime
discourses, an evening dinner and a late ceilidh that must bring
further definition to itself. On the 8th, there might just be an
architectural tour or other activity on offer. Please have a look
at the details provided in the flyer made accessible through the
events email and, if interested, get in touch.
A part of the proceedings will be the presentation of the IAA
Awards. The complex arrangements that take judging panels to
each of our six local areas are reaching completion, but the quality
and breadth of projects has been clear since the call for entries
bore fruit back in April and promise yet another compelling layer
for the convention.
Our September Council meeting took itself to Lerwick, with
seven of our number being joined with a healthy showing from our
fellows practising from Shetland. Formal outcomes will be acted
upon, but the focus was very much one of furthering camaraderie
and connectedness.
Our October meeting is on the 14th and is also moving away
from our usual venue – to the Spa Pavilion in Strathpeffer. This
is to accommodate an earlier CPD event to be delivered by Mike
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Towers (McLaren, Murdoch and Hamilton) and Gordon Watson
(Keppie Design Ltd) and will cover matters such as the implications
of the referendum result, the updates to the RIAS Appointment
Documents Suite, legislative and procurement reforms, changes to
construction safety management, building information modelling
and more. This is being offered free of charge but with donations
being accepted on behalf of the Architects Benevolent Society. My
thanks go to Neil Ferguson proposed the event and brought it into
being.
The IAA Student Medal is not being awarded this year –
only through its not having been actively pursued. It has been
associated with The Robert Gordon University to date, but a letter
has gone out to all six Scottish Schools of Architecture inviting
interest from next year onwards with, perhaps, a new version of
the medal, associated with a distinct competition, forming part of
the marking of our centenary in 2016.
On the matter of the RIAS Centenary and 2016 Festival of
Architecture; some ideas are taking shape for discussion later in
October.
PETER MCILHENNY FRIAS
PRESIDENT IAA
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STIRLING

IT’S NOT LOOKING SO GOOD IN FALKIRK

Summer’s over and the new additions to the local skyline,
Kelpie one and two, have certainly been dramatically increasing
visitor numbers. Along with the Helix Park and the Wheel, the
Falkirk/Grangemouth area has been pulling in the tourists in
record breaking numbers.
Sadly the town centres have not been faring so well. If you
class the many charity shops as essentially empty units there must
be almost 50% of the central commercial floor space in Falkirk
empty. Any weekday after half past five the place is like a ghost
town. Falkirk is not unique in this respect. The story is the same
across much of Scotland. Local government and our politicians,
I fear do not have the ability to even recognise the problem, let
alone address the issues. It was they, after all, who were behind
the disastrous Callendar Square development, an abject failure on
every count.
Business rates on small town centre properties need to be
slashed, if necessary by increasing the rates which big out of town
retail centres pay. It can’t be right that it costs to park in a town
centre but is free in a supermarket two miles down the road.
Stirling seems to have fared much better over the last decade
with higher occupancy rates and top fashion names filling the
Marches development. Waitrose recently opened in the new
Burghmuir development, all floor space occupied and just a five
minute walk from the town centre.

Many of you will have been glued to your screens to watch
the riveting episodes of the Bobby Halliday Show, the BBC series
Building Dream Houses. Mild mannered country architect, Bobby
takes on the evil “Building Inspector” on behalf of his humble
downtrodden clients and wins through. Seriously, it was an
excellent series and portrayed architects in a very positive light,
demonstrating the added value and wow factor they can bring to a
project. For those watching at home, don’t try this without a safety
net.
Ally Croll is to again be congratulated as one half of the
organisers of the inaugural Bannockburn 10K when over 1000
runners participated in an event which raised a huge amount of
money towards the building of a children’s respite house being
designed by Ally. The house will be erected in the heart of the
Trossachs on a marvellous site donated to the cause.
This year’s entries for the various SSA awards have been received
and judging will take place over the next month. The outcome will
be published in the next Quarterly. Tinged with sadness this year
with the passing of Professor Andy MacMillan OBE FRIAS who
ventured to all corners of the Stirling chapter area on past judging
outings, considering the merits of that year’s crop of entries, his
contributions always knowledgeable and constructive.
TOMMY THOMSON RIAS
PRESIDENT SSA
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CHARTERED ARCHITECT

NEIL BAXTER

MALCOLM COCHRANE

PRESIDENT’S DIARY

DOOLAN JUDGING VISIT TO CLYDEBANK EAST WORKSHOPS

LITHUANIAN DELEGATION

JULY 2014
08
17
17
29
31
31

Meeting with Malcolm Fraser / Edinburgh
Student Awards / Edinburgh & Glasgow
Glasgow University Principal’s Dinner / Glasgow
Presentation of cheques to Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service / Glasgow
RICS Housing Commission Launch / Edinburgh
2016 Forum/Chapters Meeting / Edinburgh

AUGUST 2014
08
08
13
14-16
19
27
28

Meeting with Ben Derbyshire / Edinburgh
Lunch with Andy MacMillan / Glasgow
Meeting with Lithuanian Minister of Culture / Edinburgh
Doolan prize judging
RIAS Government Committee / Edinburgh
RIAS President’s Policy Committee / Edinburgh
BEFS Networking Lunch / Edinburgh

FELLOW’S SUMMER RECEPTION –A TOAST TO ANDY

SEPTEMBER 2014
11-15
18
21
22
23
23
25

RIAS/A+DS Delegation to Lithuania
RIAS Fellows’ Reception / South Block / Glasgow
Prof Andy MacMillan’s Celebration Event / Glasgow
Final Doolan Judging Meeting / Edinburgh
Lunch Meeting with the Secretary and the Chair and CEO
of A+DS / Edinburgh
Historical Rural Sites Exhibition and Round Table /
Edinburgh
Bennetts Associates’ 20 Years Party / Edinburgh

OCTOBER 2014
02
03

Women in Property Dinner / Glasgow
The Wits Dinner / Edinburgh
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OUTWITH

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
THE FOLLOWING DEATHS WERE
REPORTED WITH REGRET:
Allan Fraser Bell frias
Alexander Peters Borrie rias
Philip Dowson cbe hon frias
Ian Gray Fyfe rias
Robert Harry Jamieson rias
Allan McEwan rias
Colin Machin rias riba
Andrew MacMillan obe frias
Gavin Haveron McConnell rias
Terence R Young rias

Alice Hibberd
Farhana Jiwa
Laura Keating
Usama Al Kindi
Roseanne Knight
Siobhan O’Boyle
Jonathon Phillips
Jessica Reilly
Calum Robinson
Eoin Patrick Ryan
Robert Sedgwick
Andrew Stark
Lynne Wilson
Yicheng Xie

RESIGNATIONS REPORTED:
Alexander McGill
TRANSFERS TO RETIRED
MEMBERSHIP APPROVED:
Ronald William Kidd rias
Ian Hill McKinney rias riba
Angus Roberts rias riba
REINSTATEMENTS TO FULL
MEMBERSHIP:
Peter Allan rias
Kenneth Taylor Drew rias riba
Peter Dunne rias
William James Findlater rias
Robert Gordon Gauld rias
Christiaan Rupert Guy Jorissen rias
Natalie Clare Russell rias
TRANSFERS TO ACADEMIC
MEMBERSHIP:
David Allan MacRitchie rias
ELECTIONS TO STUDENT
MEMBERSHIP:
Hannah Beatty
Valentin Petrov Gluhchev
Rebecca Goodson

92

ELECTIONS TO MEMBERSHIP:
Stuart Begg rias riba
Benjamin Julius Bolgar rias riba
Hugh Giles Keyworth Broughton rias riba
Robin Vivian Brown rias riba
Samuel Brown rias riba
John Joseph Burns rias riba
Mark James Butler rias Stirling
Heather Cameron rias riba
Stephen Carr rias riba
Matt Cartwright rias riba
Joyce Christie rias riba
Bruce Gordon Clark rias riba
Terri-Louise Donegan rias riba
Alan Owen Dunsmore rias riba
Fraser Easton rias riba
Amanda Flockhart rias
Laurence Fraser rias
David Gallagher rias riba
Erika Margaret Gemmell rias riba
John Alexander Hall rias riba
James Henderson rias riba
Sarah Kay Johnston rias
Bronwen Jones rias riba
Alexa Chree Kasim rias riba
Mark Andrew Kelly rias riba

Stuart Barnett King rias riba
Sean Kisby rias riba
Chilong Samuel Ko rias riba
Matthew Loader rias
Katherine Lukas rias riba
Alexander Donald Mackay rias riba
Ken Mackay rias riba
Alex MacLaren rias riba
Allan MacMillan rias riba
Sue Manning rias
Craig Masson rias riba
Peter Maxwell rias riba
William Barry McCullough rias riba
Stephen Alexander McIntyre rias riba
Joanna Mckay rias riba
Fiona McLean rias riba
Kenneth William Mitchell rias riba
Donald Alexander Moir rias riba
Mark Mason Paterson rias riba
Vanessa Castro Perez rias riba
Emma Printie-James rias
Gideon Purser rias riba
Nicholas Vaughan Roberts rias riba
Chiara Ronchini rias riba
Alexander John Russell rias riba
Valerie Taylor Russell rias riba
Kamil Ariff Malek Shah rias riba
Joanna Simpson rias riba
Craig David Steven rias riba
Timothy Simon Stewart rias riba
David Strathdee rias
Bruce Graham Stuart rias riba
William John Sutherland rias riba
Hanneke Scott-van Wel rias
Ian Gary Wilson rias riba
Alexander Finlay Wright rias riba

ELECTIONS TO FELLOWSHIP:
George R Cummins frias
Stephen Thomas Kerr frias riba
George Frederick Oldham frias
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REPORT ON SEPTEMBER 2014 COUNCIL
Council noted the Management Accounts

document and that new members of

the RIBA Building Contracts suite. The

up to the end of June 2014, a revised out-

staff will shortly be appointed. Council

RIAS do not support the new suite as it

turn of £2,901 to 31st December 2014

is grateful to those practices who have

replicates the JCT/SBCC suite, which the

and adopted the Accounts. The President

already generously contributed in response

Incorporation has long endorsed.

commended Maryse Richardson again

to the letter from the President and David

for exceeding her targets for the Practice

Dunbar (Chair, 2016).

The RIAS will soon release its latest
Standard Form of Appointment SCA/2014

Department and thanked her for the

Council noted the proposed dates

which will be fully compatible with the

tremendous work she does for the

and topics for the Cross Party Group on

new RIBA Plan of Work. Council approved

Incorporation.

Architecture and the Built Environment

the guidance notes which will be sent

and commended Eugene Mullan FRIAS on

to architects and clients. Guidance for

his work on this.

the current forms is not superseded as

The Membership Report was noted by
Council with 10 deaths, 1 Resignation, 3
Transfers to Retired, 1 Transfer to Retired

Council members were encouraged to

the RIAS will continue to offer a choice

Fellowship, 6 Reinstatements, 1 Transfer

apply for the posts on the new Historic

of Standard Forms of Appointment,

to Academic, 17 elections to Student

Environment Scotland (HES) Board.

compatible with both versions of the RIBA

Council

Membership, 61 elections to Membership,

noted

proposed

the

update

on

Scottish

Centre

Plan of Work.

3 Nominations to Fellowship and 1

the

for

Council approved a proposal to run a

Nomination to Honorary Fellowship.

Conservation, which is currently preparing

design competition for the rear garden at

The positive trend of new memberships

financial bids to restore the former engine

15 Rutland Square and improved access.

significantly outnumbering departures

shed in Stirling.

It was felt that this would offer long-term

was noted. Charlene Rankin is continuing

The fire at the GSA destroyed a

benefits to members and staff. Council

to do an excellent job. Many of these

number of runs of architectural journals.

also noted that a Fire Safety Review had

new members are as a result of Charlene

The

taken place at HQ.

approaching former student members.

the Incorporation could help. As the

The procedures for nomination and

Council approved a vigorous response

Incorporation’s holdings of journals are

election of RIAS President 2015-17 were

to Places for People regarding their fee

rarely accessed and we cannot afford to

approved by Council and the President

levy, requesting that they rescind their

curate or staff these holdings, Council

named his preferred candidate.

proposal to surcharge.

deemed it beneficial for both parties to gift

Council

supported

requesting

a

meeting with the Government’s Chief

School

subsequently

asked

if

them to GSA on the proviso that they can
be used by our members.

to

raise

Council approved a pilot scheme for

regarding

local

a Register of Specialists in Public Sector

authority planning and building control

Procurement. The RIAS is currently

departments. Council also agreed that

approaching individuals who have the

Hugh Crawford, Convenor of the RIAS

necessary expertise to assess candidates.

Planning Committee will attend the

Interviews are expected to take place

meeting along with the President and

during November.

Planner,
members’

John

McNairney,

concerns

Secretary.

CAROL-ANN HILDERSLEY
MANAGER: SECRETARY & TREASURER’S OFFICE

Council noted the response which had

Council noted the progress made on

been sent to the RIBA further to their

the Festival of Architecture 2016 Strategy

request for feedback and endorsement of
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SIR PHILIP DOWSON CBE PRA HON FRIAS
16 AUGUST 1924 TO 22 AUGUST 2014
Sir Philip Dowson, who has died aged
90, was one of Britain’s most highly
regarded architects. Educated at Gresham’s
School, Norfolk, he spent a year reading
mathematics at University College, Oxford,
before joining the Royal Navy during the
Second World War and serving in both the
Atlantic and Pacific theatres. He returned
to study Art History at Clare College,
Cambridge, from 1947 to 1950, and then
trained at the Architectural Association.
Dowson joined Ove Arup and Partners
in 1953 as an architect and in 1963, with Ove
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Arup, Ronald Hobbs and Derek Sugden,
became a founding partner and later chief
architect of Arup Associates, an innovative
and collaborative team of architects,
engineers and quantity surveyors.
Sir Philip’s notable projects include
buildings for Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge, the Thomas White Building
at St John’s College, Oxford the Maltings
at Snape for Benjamin Britten and Peter
Pears and the Vaughan, Fry and Wolfson
Buildings, all at Somerville College, Oxford.
Among numerous awards and honours,

Philip Dowson was made a CBE in 1969,
and received his Knighthood in 1980. He
was elected to the Royal Academy of Arts
in 1979 and two years later was awarded the
RIBA’s Royal Gold Medal for Architecture.
He was elected Hon FRIAS in 1999. He
was President of the Royal Academy of
Arts from 1993 to 1999 and also served as
a Trustee of the National Portrait Gallery.
Sir Philip is survived by his wife, Lady
Sarah Dowson MBE, his son, two daughters,
and six grandchildren.
Obituary from the Dowson family
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Harry is survived by his wife, Wilma,
his twin brother Walter (Terry), daughter
Gail, son Karl, stepdaughters Karen and
Heather, six grandchildren and three great
grandchildren.
Obituary written by Harry’s former
colleagues at Shetland Islands Council,
Barbara Dinnage and Mike Finnie
RUTH CELIA MACKAY RIAS
26 MAY 1944 TO 10 APRIL 2014
Ruth began her career when she joined
the Scottish Special Housing Association

in the summer of 1968, shortly after
graduating from Newcastle School of
Architecture. Amongst other things she
was put in charge of designing and building
the second part of Erskine New Town, for
which she won a Saltire award.
Ruth and her colleagues were later
put in charge of the whole of the North
Barr development of 1000 houses which
also earned a Saltire award. During her
sojourn at SSHA, Ruth designed the first
wheelchair users’ houses in Scotland.
These four, single storey, courtyard houses

ROBERT (HARRY) JAMIESON RIAS
7 OCTOBER 1933 TO 8 JUNE 2014
Born and brought up in Shetland, Harry
trained as an architect in Edinburgh and
worked in the city, latterly with RMJM
(Robert, Matthew, Johnson, Marshal and
Partners). During his time with RMJM he
worked in Libya and also on the United
Distillers building on Corstorphine Road.
In 1986 Harry returned to his native
Shetland where he was employed as an
architect with Shetland Islands Council, in
a few years becoming Team Leader on the
Council’s schools building programme. He
project managed the new fisheries college
in Scalloway, working with Forgan and
Stewart Architects. Harry retired in 1998.
Harry is remembered in Shetland for
his easy going ways and working with
him was always “lightsome”. His calm and
kind manner meant that any problems
were always dealt with quietly and with a
minimum of fuss.

95

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY A U T U M N 2 014

OBITUARIES

96

PAUL HACKETT

served as the model for many subsequent
examples. In 1973 Ruth took a career break
to focus on raising her family.
Ruth continued to practice privately,
designing a number of house conversions
and extensions and freelancing for Alison
& Hutchison & Partners. In 1981 she
designed the Parish Centre in St Thomas’
church, Milnthorpe, Cumbria, the church
in which she had been married.
In 1982 she returned to full time
employment in the Planning Department
of Midlothian Council. In 1987 she became
a Development Officer in the Margaret
Blackwood Housing Association. This
suited Ruth’s talents and aspirations.
During her tenure, 23 schemes and 333
units were completed including Dorward
Gardens, Montrose which won the
prestigious EU Helios award.
Ruth retired finally in 2004 but
continued to take an active involvement
as Secretary of the local Abbeyfield
Association committee in Dalkeith. In
2010 she was invited to join the board of
Ironmills Development Ltd, a subsidiary
of Melville Housing Association. In early
2011 she was first diagnosed with cancer.
She passed away peacefully at home on
10th April 2014.
Ruth’s endeavours and career-long
commitment to provide comfortable,
affordable housing for those who needed
it is appreciated by those whose homes she
helped design and build. She is survived by
her husband George (Mac), sons Daniel
and Jonathan and beloved granddaughters
Robyn and Freya.
Obituary from the Mackay family

PROFESSOR ANDY MACMILLAN OBE FRIAS
11 DECEMBER 1928 TO 16 AUGUST 2014
Andy MacMillan had an unparalleled
influence on the quality of Scotland’s
towns and cities over the last six decades.
Born in Glasgow’s Maryhill in
December 1928, the son of a former
railway porter, Andy went to Maryhill
Public School, then North Kelvinside
Senior Secondary. On leaving school he
took the Glasgow Corporation Exam.

The Corporation subsequently prompted
Andy’s studies at Glasgow School of Art.
On his first day he met fellow students Joe
Taylor and Isi Metzstein, both to become
co-workers and lifelong friends.
After seven years with the Corporation,
Andy moved to East Kilbride New Town
Development Corporation in 1952. In 1954
Isi arranged an interview with Jack Coia.
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Andy became an assistant in Gillespie Kidd
and Coia, becoming a partner in 1966.
The coming together of Andy and
Isi under the guidance of Jack Coia
was the start of a collaborative career
which brought together a whole range
of young talents who were nurtured
and encouraged in the MacMillan and
Metzstein atelier. The practice produced
an extraordinary series of churches,
schools, colleges, hospitals, offices
and housing developments, including
their acknowledged masterpieces at St
Bride’s Church, East Kilbride, St Peter’s
College, Cardross and Robinson College,
Cambridge.
Andy’s creative career as an architect, in
a practice which won innumerable awards,
including the ultimate accolade of the
RIBA Gold Medal, might be considered to
represent quite sufficient for one creative
lifetime. Yet the inspired appointment of
Andy as Professor of Architecture at the
University of Glasgow and Head of the
Mackintosh School of Architecture in 1973
signalled the most influential period of his
career.
Andy’s appointment to head the Mac
created an establishment that rapidly
gained an international reputation as a
focus, not merely of excellence and rigour
in architecture, but enormous enthusiastic
fun. As Sandy Wilson commented,
“It is a cliché (but nevertheless
irresistible) to claim that the mantle
of Charles Rennie Mackintosh
descended upon Andy’s shoulders”.
Andy’s inspiring teaching was not
restricted to Glasgow. In 1986 he was
Davenport Visiting Professor at Yale
University. His influence as the Vice
President for Education at the Royal

Institute of British Architects (RIBA)
during the first half of the 1980s helped
protect architectural education in the
UK from the predations of the first
Thatcher Government. He subsequently
was a visiting professor or lecturer in a
number of South American institutions
in Mexico, Columbia and Chile and as far
afield as Singapore and Japan. He was
also instrumental in establishing the new
architecture school at Dublin.
Alongside his extraordinarily full
career as an architect and an educator,
Andy MacMillan was also a devoted
husband and father. He married Angela
McDowell in 1955 and very rapidly they
had three daughters, Angela, Siobhan and
Fiona. Some years later, their son Fred
joined the happy and chaotic MacMillan
brood. Their large Victorian villa in Andy’s
native Maryhill always rang with laughter.
Visitors were always sure of the warmest
welcome and, at the very least, a wee dram,
although food was always proffered with
unfailing generosity.
In his later years, Andy continued
to enjoy his multiple involvements and
influence within the RIBA, the RIAS and
particularly the Royal Scottish Academy
where he was made an Academician in
1990. He was awarded an OBE in 1992
and some years later, he and Isi Metzstein
received the inaugural RIAS Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2008, soon
followed by the RIBA’s Annie Spink Award
for services to architectural education.
From 2002 Andy chaired the RIAS
Andrew Doolan Best Building in Scotland
Award each year. Poignantly it was during
this year’s Doolan Award visits that he
was taken ill and collapsed. He was, at the
time, walking quietly by the River Ness in

early evening sunshine. He was rushed
to Raigmore Hospital but never regained
full consciousness. When his beloved
wife Angela arrived in the early hours of
Saturday morning, he recognised her voice
and gripped her hand. He quietly slipped
away a few hours later.
Andy’s was a life lived fully, creatively,
with passion, humour and love. His legacy
is the enduring improvement of his native
land, the love of family, friends and
colleagues and the affectionate regard and
admiration of architects throughout the
world.
Andy is survived by his wife Angela,
his brother John, his four children and
three grandchildren.
Obituary by Neil Baxter

OBITUARIES WHICH ARE READ
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SENIOR MANAGEMENT

ELAINE DOBIE

NEIL BAXTER hon frias

edobie@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2013. Practice Services
support, administers conservation and
sustainability accreditation schemes and the RIAS Energy Design
Certification Scheme. Co-ordinates the e-PI Bulletin, Practice Services
website updates and online research.

SECRETARY AND TREASURER

nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of RIAS
policy, governance, business planning and
budgets. Overall responsibility for the Incorporation’s membership
services, Consultancy, Practice Services, accreditation schemes, events,
publications, outreach, political liaison, CPD, educational initiatives and
awards.

PRACTICE ASSISTANT

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

SENIOR MANAGER: SECRETARY AND

ASSISTANT

childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the Secretary’s and President’s offices,
oversight of communications and events, administration and minuting of
Council, research, Co-Editor of RIAS Quarterly.

mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for finance and
central services, financial processing and filing, coordination of internal
room bookings and meeting set-ups, assisting membership, post and
mail, management of office recycling.

LOUISE MCLEOD

MARILYN LEISHMAN

SENIOR MANAGER: FINANCE AND
ADMINISTRATION

lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible for
central services function including finance,
audit, salaries, pensions, member pensions, annual contracts, insurances,
personnel, recruitment, membership, staff management, IT, health &
safety, the building.
MARYSE RICHARDSON
SENIOR MANAGER: PRACTICE

mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice
Services, secretariat for RIAS Practice
committees and production of quarterly Practice Information, legal
and contractual queries, maintaining the RIAS suite of Standard Forms,
managing dispute resolution expert panels, management of conservation
and sustainability accreditation.

SOPHIE BIRCH
COMMUNICATIONS AND EVENTS
ASSISTANT

sbirch@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2011. Event Management,
internal communication including website content management,
editorial assistance for RIAS Quarterly, e-bulletins, media monitoring,
awards coordination. Responsible for Online Directory and job ads.
STUART BRYCE
MANAGER: BOOKSHOP (P/T)

bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: September 2012. Managing RIAS
Bookshop, including sales of architectural
appointments, certificates, administrations forms and up-to-date
and archived building contracts. Telephone, website and direct sale
to members and the public of RIAS publications and a wide range of
architectural books.
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ADVISORS
MARJORIE APPLETON frias
PRACTICE SERVICE CONSULTANT
(P/T)

RECEPTIONIST / BOOKSHOP

mappleton@rias.org.uk
Joined September 2010. Advises on Practice Information and matters
relating to its publication, content and delivery. Oversees the
reorganisation and development of information issued to practices.

ASSISTANT (P/T)

PAT LALLY hon frias

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with incoming
calls, meeting and greeting, opening and logging mail for distribution,
ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with suppliers,
maintaining press cuttings file, bookshop cover.
VERONICA LOW
MANAGER: COMMERCIAL

vlow@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2011. Advertising sales and
sponsorship for the RIAS Quarterly. Sale
and distribution of RIAS publications and
space rentals in Rutland Square. Also
responsible for sponsorship liaison for RIAS events and the 2016 Festival
of Architecture.
JANET NIXON
MANAGER: SBCC (P/T)

STAFF

LILY OFFICE DOG (P/T)
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to maintain a
stress-free working environment, occasionally enliven meetings and
ensure a focus on the key agenda priorities (biscuits and sandwiches).
Introduces a Zen-like calm by generally wandering about and sleeping
under desks.

MAUREEN JOHNSTONE

CAROL-ANN HILDERSLEY
TREASURER’S OFFICE

dealing with suppliers, maintaining press
cuttings file, general administration duties.

jnixon@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2014. Ensuring that the RIAS
contract for the Scottish Building Contract
Committee’s endeavours is effectively delivered, including new
contracts, online provision and annual conference.
CHARLENE RANKIN
MANAGER : MEMBERSHIP / RIAS
CONSULTANCY

crankin@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2002. Management of
Membership, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish
Community Projects Fund, Architect in the House and the RIAS Clients
Advisory Service.
LORRAINE SUTHERLAND
SENIOR RECEPTIONIST / BOOKSHOP
ASSISTANT (P/T)

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with incoming
calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock,

SPECIAL ADVISOR (P/T)

c/o childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2008. Liaison with Scottish
Government and local authority politicians,
encouraging political participation in CPG and other RIAS events, chairing
of RIAS government committee, external relations with COSLA, STUC and
quasi-government organisations.
BRIAN MOORE hon frias
DIRECTOR: CONSULTANCY

bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of
architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects and improving procurement in
architecture by ensuring value-based selection procedures in all RIAS
Competitions.
JOHN NORMAN hon frias
ACCOUNTANT (P/T)

jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget,
quarterly accounts, annual statutory accounts for RIAS charity and RIAS
Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger management/supervision, RIAS/RIBA
membership reconciliations, annual audit, payroll issues, other tax and
financial issues, as required.

www.stevensandgraham.co.uk

Bespoke Axminster, Wilton & Flat Weave Carpets
Showroom 203 Bath St, Glasgow, G2 4HZ
0141 423 3299

Peace of mind.
For indemnity insurance that offers complete peace of mind,
choose RIAS Insurance Services (one less load to worry about!).

For further information, contact Susan Riccio,
RIAS Insurance Services, Orchard Brae House, 30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 2HS
Tel: 0131 311 4292 Fax: 0131 311 4280 email: susan.riccio@marsh.com
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