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DETAILING AND
DELIVERING
FENESTRATION
SOLUTIONS

Focus on Scottish architecture
Senior Architectural is a major supplier of fenestration solutions to
the Scottish market, specialising in providing a proven family of
systems in aluminium, timber/aluminium composite, glass and
fibreglass, all to the highest standards of manufacture and finish.
With more than two decades’ experience, Senior’s reputation is that of an
innovative driver of the market, offering technical excellence, performance,
value, and creativity to the many fabricators, architects and contractors
with whom we are proud to be associated.

Tel: 01506 407 640 E-mail: info@seniorarchitectural.co.uk Web: www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk
Unit 4 Dunlop Court, Deans Industrial Estate SW, Livingston, West Lothian EH54 8SL. Strategic service centres located nationwide.

W I N T E R 2 014 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

REGULARS // FROM THE PRESIDENT

A TIME FOR REFLECTION AND RECONNECTION
The second great architect I want to talk
about is David Mackay. Alvaro and David
have many similarities; a love of drawing
and of observing and an understanding
of the absolute need of architecture to
reconnect with people. Sadly, David passed
away just a few short weeks ago but, like
his friend, Professor Andy McMillan, he
lived a life that was long, rich and full. Both
among life’s true gentlemen.
I was part of a small group that spent
four days with David and his lovely wife
Roser, in Athens earlier this year. It’s a
memory that will be treasured always.
I make no apologies for quoting from
David’s inspiring book On Life and
Architecture. “The object of this little book
is to help us all understand the role of architecture in forming the
built environment within which we live our daily lives,” it reads.
“Its effect on our health, wellbeing and happiness should not be
underestimated. The responsibility is ours.”
We celebrated the Doolan Prize in a different venue this year,
the magnificent National Museum of Scotland in Chambers
Street, Edinburgh. It was a very poignant occasion, given the
circumstances, but tremendously uplifting nonetheless. We had
a very worthy winner in Morgan McDonnell’s Advocate’s Close.
I was also delighted to be able, with the Cabinet Secretary Fiona
Hyslop, to present Honorary Fellowships to Angela McMillan and
Dani Metzstein, a fitting tribute to two great women.
So it just remains for me to wish you all the best for the festive
period and for a prosperous 2015. It is always a busy time, but
please take some time to reflect before moving into the New Year.
MALCOLM COCHRANE

As we move towards the end of 2014,
it is perhaps worth looking back and
reflecting before heading into the New
Year. Margaret J Wheatley, the American
writer, summed it up nicely when she
said: “Without reflection we go blindly
on our way, creating more unintended
consequences and failing to achieve
anything.”
The biggest event for Scotland
was undoubtedly the referendum on
independence. Whatever your thoughts on
the outcome, one good thing that emerged
was the desire of Scotland’s people to have
a say in how our great country is run. A
disconnection from politics is not healthy,
so it was heartening to see a reconnection
from our young people. Hopefully, the promises made will be kept.
I am privileged, as your President, to meet many interesting
and inspiring people from all walks of life, but particularly great
architects. Two such great architects I have had the huge pleasure
of meeting are Alvaro Siza, from Portugal, and David Mackay, who
spent most of his working life in Barcelona.
Alvaro Siza delivered the first RSA Metzstein Architecture
Discourse in Edinburgh in October 2014 and it was great to be
present and even better to meet the man himself. The auditorium
was packed and there was a real buzz of anticipation. We were not
disappointed!
In the booklet prepared to mark the occasion, Alvaro converses
with Neil Gillespie OBE FRIAS, one of our best contemporary
Scottish architects. Alvaro talks about the gradual distancing, or
disconnection, between architecture and people, arguing that it
happens because people have no real control, or participation, in
what is going on in society. He also talks about the speed of change,
not denying the need for change but warning that mistakes will be
made if there is not appropriate time taken for decision-making
and reflection.

A WORD FOR OUR SPONSORS: REMEMBER OUR ADVERTISERS ENABLE THIS MAGAZINE TO HAPPEN.
IF THEY ARE SUITABLE PLEASE PUT THEM ON YOUR TENDER LISTS AND TRY TO USE THEIR
PRODUCTS OR SERVICES. WE NEED THEIR CONTINUING SUPPORT!

IAIN CONNELLY
PRESIDENT
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REGULARS // FROM THE SECRETARY

RAISE A GLASS

8

work of the great European modernists, he
instilled a similarly international outlook
in generations of students at the Mac.
It may seem odd to cite an AngloIrishman as an ambassador for Scotland.
Yet David Mackay recalled that his first
experience of a city was a visit to Glasgow
as a wartime evacuee. Throughout his
distinguished career he constantly
referenced Scotland. He was a frequent
visitor, contributing to conferences,
serving as a judge on major competitions
and an awards juror. He and his wife,
Roser, also revelled in visits to the Scottish countryside, fondly
and for us Scots, rather bemusingly citing the variety of Scotland’s
weather as one of the attractions. Sadly David’s last visit was for
the memorial event for his good friend, Andy MacMillan. At his
own funeral, attended by around 700 mourners on the day after
his death (the way they do it in Catalonia) his coffin was draped
with the same funeral cloth as was used for Antoni Gaudi. David’s
obituary features in this issue of the Quarterly.
The above, rather poignant, reflections, mark the loss of three
friends whose departure, to paraphrase Sir Walter Scott ‘leaves us
all the more alone’. However their lives were lived positively with
a constant focus on what architecture can contribute to humanity.
All three were true internationalists who communicated their
love of Scotland to a much wider world. All three contributed
to a growing understanding and appreciation of the quality of
contemporary Scottish architecture and all three helped and
encouraged the exportation of Scottish talent, while making their
own distinctive architectural contributions.
P J O’Rourke commented that the natural condition during
the festive season is to be drunk. On reflection, an appropriate
alternative is to raise a glass to those who’ve gone before and
another one to the continuation of what they began.
MALCOLM COCHRANE

As our President rightly opines, the dark
days at the year-end are always a time for
reflection. In 2014 Scotland has lost three
great architectural champions. In their
different ways each demonstrated how
central the art of architecture is to our
international identity.
On 25th January, a date celebrated the
world o’er as Burns Day, a large group of
architects, academics, close friends and
family members assembled in London to
celebrate Kathryn Findlay. Kath was taken
far too young. Poignantly, on the very day
of her death (10th January) she was recognised in the award of
Woman Architect of the Year. She never got to hear of it.
Some months earlier, through the goodwill of incoming RIBA
President, Stephen Hodder, our President interrupted Stephen’s
inaugural event and surprised Kathryn with the presentation of
her RIAS Fellowship. It was a small token of recognition for a
woman who, from growing up on a Forfar farm, had progressed
to the Architectural Association under Peter Cook. She then took
her particular distinctive brand of organic architecture, for which
the Architects Journal’s Rory Olcayto coined the term “futurerustic”, to Tokyo, where she became the first female professor in
the architecture school.
Kathryn was always self-deprecating, always gentle and always
true to her Scottish roots. Her teaching in Tokyo, Dundee and
London and a practice that ranged across the same broad territory
and even ventured, on occasion, into the Arab States, bespoke an
individual of distinction and an extraordinary ambassador for her
homeland.
In the late summer and then at the onset of winter, two
other architectural greats, Professor Andy MacMillan and David
Mackay, sadly also passed away. Andy was commemorated in the
last issue of the Quarterly. His pivotal role from the inception
of the Doolan Award is reflected in this. Though Scottish-based
for his whole career, apart that is from international teaching
commitments, Andy was a true internationalist. Inspired by the

NEIL BAXTER HON FRIAS
SECRETARY AND TREASURER
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At Hadden we love to deliver a quality product. Our
reputation is based on reliability and quality, both forming
an integral part of our business.
We always endeavour to exceed the needs and expectations
of our customers using creative and innovative solutions,
delivering on time and on budget to the highest standard
which our clients demand and deserve.
Project: Hutcheson’s Hall, Merchant City, Glasgow
Hadden Construction recently restored Hutcheson’s Hall
in Glasgow to its former glory following storm and internal
water damage. The retention and re-instatement of the
original ornate plasterwork and period features was of key
importance on this project.
Designed by Scottish Architect David Hamilton and formerly
used as a hospital, the building is now occupied by the
restaurant and brasserie ‘Hutchesons Glasgow’ providing a
magnificent and fitting ambience to the property.
The Glasgow Institute of Architects awarded Hutchesons Hall a
commendation for conservation for the sympathetic internal and external
conservation of the A listed hall.

To discuss your next project, contact Stephen Lynas FRIAS
Hadden Construction Ltd
1 Maidenplain Place, Aberuthven, Perthshire, PH3 1EL
slynas@hadden.co.uk 01764 694702
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REGULARS // ARCHIVAL
55 YEARS AGO
EXTRACT FROM PROPECT NO.16,
WINTER 1959

FROM
OUR
ARCHIVE

the architect-doctor could prescribe and
create a new environment for his patients.
To deny the need for sensory stimuli
in architecture is to deny the existence of
one aspect of an art form which is capable,
perhaps more than any other art in this
century, of alleviating our neuroses.
John L Patterson

25 YEARS AGO
EXTRACT FROM PROSPECT NO. 39,
SPRING 1990

IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON
FRIAS, A FORMER EDITOR OF
THE RIAS MEMBERS’ JOURNAL
DELVES INTO THE RIAS
ARCHIVES...

The Incorporation’s magazines show
Scottish architects have been long
concerned about their role and public
image. Fifty-five years ago John L
Patterson felt that design should appeal
to the senses and recalled ancient China
where the architect-doctor could prescribe
new environments for patients. In
1989, Barrie Munn described three basic
abuses of planning control which lower
standards, lead to mediocrity and destroy
the best architectural intentions. A year
ago, in his two-part feature “The Demise
of Architecture?”, Ian Wall considers the
wider malaise affecting construction and
procurement of buildings.
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....architecture was the first of the arts
to succumb to the ethos of technological
accomplishment as an end in itself.
Nevertheless, whatever criticisms
there were of this concept, it has been
absorbed into our political, economic
and social life. It is therefore a strange
paradox of modern architecture, that
having accepted a philosophy which is
not at variance with that of society, there
still remains a reluctance on the part of
the public to acknowledge architecture as
having a valid vocabulary of design.
If architecture, as opposed to building,
is to develop in our society and not
deteriorate to a level of utility, then an
attempt must be made to recreate those
values of architecture which make a direct
appeal to the senses.
The study of the individual in a physical
environment is largely exploratory, but
the information obtained from such a
study would be invaluable. This attitude
towards design is, in fact, little different to
that practiced in ancient China, where the
professions of medicine and architecture
were combined, so that for certain illnesses

We……..are now living in a time and
in a system which is geared to produce
mediocrity.
The first abuse is the deliberate misuse
of the Town and Country Planning Act by
professional planners and lay members of
planning committees. The power which
is exercised to control design extends
to matters of height, depth and scale
of buildings and is therefore critical to
the design process. There is almost no
authority in law which allows this control
to be exercised. The Town and Country
Planning Acts, ministerial Directives
and Appeals decisions severely restrict
interferences with design, limiting

W I N T E R 2 014 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

1 YEAR AGO
RIAS QUARTERLY NO.16, WINTER
2013
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of another revolutionary, in 1963, ‘for the
people, by the people’.
In the meantime we must nevertheless
strive to create buildings that, whatever
the circumstances we operate under, are
worthy of those who will live and work in
them.
Prof. Ian Wall Hon FRIAS
R I A S Q U A R T E R LY W I N T E R 2 013
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intervention to buildings and places of
importance. The source of power is of
course the ability to cause delay with the
cost consequences which follow.
The second major abuse to which
attention should be drawn ......is the abuse
of the process of public consultation.
Consultation is only meaningful if it
takes place at a material time (before
irrevocable decisions are taken) and if
there is an intention to take notice of
those consulted........ Through groups and
in conjunction with the local authorities
architects should create a framework of
local contacts where ordinary people can
be met, consulted and made to feel part
of the process of formulating plans which
affect them and their city. If this system is
adopted, confidence will be developed at
an early stage between the public and the
architectural profession which will result
in the architect being left alone to get on
with the important process of design in an
untethered way. This is surely the best way
to achieve public confidence. If this does
not happen it will lead to a lowering of the
architect’s status which is the third major
abuse to which attention should be drawn.
There is much which can be done to
improve the status of the architect. A
greater freedom of design brings greater
responsibility to the public and should
enable more architects to refuse the
dubious mantle of developer’s architect
and thereby reject the mediocrity which
follows from this title. In consultation
and discussion they should be ready to
“abandon their egos” (Edward Cullinan).
The consequences of living with mediocrity
are appalling. The system, instead of
one of cooperation, becomes defensive
and simulates war. The general public
invariably become less and less aware of
what they are missing.
Barry Munn

The Demise of Architecture?
In parallel with the growth of contractors
has come the deskilling and casualisation
of building workers. With the adoption
of more and more factory production of
building elements, workers increasingly
glue and staple elements together. This is
socially demonstrated by the destruction
of trade apprenticeships and the transfer
of the responsibility for training from the
employer to the public purse. In response
to this substantial and continuing
concentration of capital, public or private,
the professional firms have changed also,
not just in size, but also in the nature of
their role and work. The most obvious
is the dethroning of the architect as the
leader, often in the past also the appointer,
of the design team….
….overall it is a depressing prognosis;
is there any hope? There is but it does not
lie in architecture itself but in another
series of dates – 1917, 1945, 1968 and
possibly 2012 with the Arab Spring. It is at
these times that we see the possibility and
sometimes the practice of the creation of a
built environment that is, to lift the words

PROCURING THE END OF ARCHITECTURE?
THIS SECOND PART CONCLUDES IAN WALL’S ESSAY
WARNING OF THE EROSION OF THE TRADITIONAL
ROLE OF THE ARCHITECT IN FAVOUR OF CONTRACTOR-

LED PROCESSES WHICH RESTRICT THE INPUT OF
PROFESSIONALS. THE FUTURE? WELL MAYBE IT’S NOT
ALL DOOM AND GLOOM…

44
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THE DEMISE OF ARCHITECTURE?

authority to use power or a clear idea of what they want from a
building. Nor often do they have any knowledge or experience
of buildings. They are middle management, reporting either to a
public committee or a private board, though usually not directly.
They often have little or no experience of architecture, except
generic ‘project management’. Increasingly their skill, if that is
what it can be called, is in ‘procurement process’.
In most organisations procurement is no longer a means to
an end but the objective. And what is these poor individual’s sole
responsibility? It is to deliver the project on time and on budget.
No other criteria is relevant, except the unwritten one that
these people, to protect themselves in a situation that is still
subject to uncontrollable variables, the weather, suppliers,
contractors ‘buying work’, unforeseen site conditions, need to
show that they did everything by the book. This means making no
judgements – as the phrase has it “it’s more than my job’s worth!”
They are absolutely right, for there are no medals for imagination
or quality but only job losses for failure to deliver on time or on
budget. Of course this still happens, so it is all the more essential
to officiously tick all the boxes.
But that is not enough. The committees and boards require
more. That is that time and cost must keep reducing. As an
example, a well-known high street retailer’s brief for a new retail
building has just three elements: size, performance specification
and cost. The cost is easily defined, it is based on averaging the

cost of the last three newly built units and demanding a cost of
10% less. Their only concern about appearance is the biggest name
boards possible on all façades. Who is going to be thanked in this
structure and climate for considerations of the purpose of the
building or its quality?
In education alone there is substantial detailed research
evidence that the design of a building can make a major difference
to the teaching and learning that takes place. Any attempt to
apply that knowledge is dangerous to an architect’s job. This was
rammed home in brutal terms by the UK Government late last
year when it announced that the next 261 schools for England and
Wales would be an arbitrary 15% smaller. They published templates
telling architects that new schools should have “no curves”, ceilings
should be left bare and buildings should be clad in nothing more
expensive than render or metal panels above head height and “as
much repetition as possible should be used, to keep costs down.”
The Scottish Government is also playing a role in this with
the establishment of their own public sector monopoly playing at
being in the private sector, chaired by a banker, the oddly named
Scottish Futures Trust (SFT).
On the fallacious but self-serving basis that the more money
that is spent on a project the cheaper it becomes, SFT has set
up just five private organisations covering all of Scotland with a
small number of construction firms called HubCos who will have a
monopoly on the public sector work in the area for many years, its
stated objective being to save money. One of the innovative ways
one HubCo has developed is to ask architects to carry all fees until
stage E, presumably in case the project does not proceed.
So currently we have a situation in which clients are very
large, commissioning larger and larger projects, the architectural
firms that service them are also large; and the production of the
buildings is as much off site as possible using standard parts. To
see a good example of this it is not New York or Shanghai that
best demonstrates it but Luanda, Angola where the Angolan
Government has sold mineral rights to the Chinese who in return
are building residential accommodation. This standard housing
is designed and manufactured in China and the only activity in
Luanda is its assembly. I doubt an architect was ever involved.
That is not to say that all architectural practices are big. In fact
the great majority are still small. However just as, apocryphally, ‘no
one was ever fired for buying IBM’, procurers favour the big firms.
Not directly but in their determination to cover every eventuality,

47
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LOA+DS ON GUIDE
ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN SCOTLAND
LEVEL 2, THE LIGHTHOUSE, MITCHELL LANE, GLASGOW, G1 3LX; MON-SAT 10.30AM-5PM, SUN 12PM-5PM
A+DS EXHIBITIONS AT THE START OF 2015 RANGE FROM AN EXPLORATION OF HEALTHCARE BUILDINGS THROUGH TO A REFLECTION OF SCOTLAND’S
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE VENICE ARCHITECTURE BIENNALE.

A PICTURE OF HEALTH:
FROM POLICY TO PLACES DESIGNED
FOR PEOPLE
UNTIL 28 JANUARY
Over the past few years the NHS in
Scotland has embarked on a worldleading process in which the quality of
new facilities is formally considered in
the decision to fund them. This exhibition
shows how design briefs that give voice
to the needs of patients, staff and the
wider community are being used to guide
investment and improve outcomes for the
service and the public.
We hear from the people involved,
including the policy leaders and staff
in the NHS, on how this is improving
the experience for patients and staff as
well as the sustainability and value of
projects. We celebrate the great facilities
being developed across Scotland and
the design talent that is making these
visions of health a reality. This exhibition
has been developed in partnership with
Health Facilities Scotland and the Scottish
Government’s Health and Social Care
Directorate.
SCOTLAND + VENICE:
PAST + FUTURE
GALLERY 2
6 FEBRUARY – 18 MARCH 2015
The Scotland + Venice exhibition aims
to review and re-present the five diverse
projects presented by Scotland at the
Venice Architecture Biennale since 2004.
The predominant focus of the exhibition
is the most recent contribution of Past +
Future (2014), which presented a reflection
on modernism in Scotland, but it will
also set the scene and tell the story of
Scotland’s specific, engagement-based

12

FERGUS PURDIE ARCHITECTS

A+DS EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS AT THE LIGHTHOUSE

SCOTLAND + VENICE PAST + FUTURE: WATER TOWER, NYBSTER

approach at the world’s most prestigious
architecture event.
The exhibition looks back at the work
from the past decade and also considers,
through projects and practices, what
happened next? Scotland + Venice will
be supported by a range of events that
will continue the debate and the research
which began on the international stage. In
addition, a small section of the exhibition
will look at the retrofitting of modernist
schools in Scotland and internationally.
BEST USE OF TIMBER - RIAS TIMBER
AWARDS EXHIBITION
20 FEBRUARY – 6 MAY, LEVEL 2
As part of the annual RIAS awards scheme,
Forestry Commission Scotland and Wood
for Good have combined to sponsor an
award aimed at encouraging innovative
and creative use of timber in new projects
in Scotland. This exhibition showcases
projects using timber from across Scotland.
POSTCODE 3000
UNTIL 28 JANUARY
Postcode 3000 explores the development
of Melbourne and, particularly, the reurbanisation of the city centre. Originally

created by the City of Melbourne to
explain city-making principles to citizens,
the exhibition highlights how recent
regeneration, focused on making better
streets and increasing activities for
people at street level, has transformed the
perception of a city centre once called ‘an
empty, useless space’.
SEDA KRYSTYNA JOHNSON AWARD
2014
UNTIL 28 JANUARY
The five Scottish Schools of Architecture
have been joined by Sheffield University
to promote a project from their secondyear curriculum for this year’s Krystyna
Johnson Award. The work of students has
been chosen to recognise an ecological
approach which also, unashamedly, aims
to produce an object of beauty.
MATERIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
A LIBRARY OF SUSTAINABLE
BUILDING MATERIALS
PERMANENT, LEVEL 2
The library showcases sustainable, traditional
and emerging low-carbon building products,
promoting and encouraging innovation in
construction using indigenous resources.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.ads.org.uk | exhibitions@ads.org.uk | @ArcDesSoc

Consulting Civil and Structural Engineers

Killearn Village Hall
In 2013 WMA provided the structural and drainage designs
for MacDuff Architects for the extension of Killearn Village
Hall, which was housed in a former church. The extension
was a steel framed structure providing two storeys of
additional accommodation (460 m² floor space) and required
the floor of the church to be removed and a mezzanine floor
installed, forming basement accommodation. WMA provided
full structural and drainage design, including storm drainage
and attenuation using storm cells.

WMA - part of your team

Services

• precast concrete, steel frame, timber frame and
SIPS structural design
• roads and drainage, including SUDS
• surveys, inspections and feasibility studies

The Station Master’s Office
Dalmeny Station, Station Road
South Queensferry, Edinburgh EH30 9JP
Telephone: 0131 319 1911
email: office@wma-sq.co.uk www.wma-sq.co.uk
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IMPRESSIONS OF MADRID
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON FRIAS OFFERS
SOME ‘SNAPS’, SKETCHES AND PERSONAL
REFLECTIONS ON MADRID

CONGRESS OF DEPUTIES

Madrilenos sometimes confusingly describe their city as Spain’s
foremost seafood “resort.” Is this worth challenging? It is when
you consider that, unique among European capitals, Madrid is far
from the ocean and does not even boast a navigable river.
Madrid, however, has grown and prospered despite this
anomaly, helped by excellent transport links that now ensure
that fresh shellfish from the west coast of Scotland graces tables
there within hours, even before products from the Atlantic and
Mediterranean.
In European terms Madrid was a late starter. It emerged from
dusty oblivion when Philip II inexplicably established his royal
court there in 1561. A relatively-tiny population of 20,000 grew

to service this court but industrial revolution largely bypassed
Madrid until the railways arrived in the late 19th Century and,
more significantly, the electricity which transformed drainage and
water supplies.
The story of Madrid is, therefore, modern. It is a tale of rapid
population growth from half a million in 1900 to 3 million plus
by 1970, a second Spanish Republic, two world wars, dictatorship
and, ultimately, democracy. The resulting eclectic architecture
encompasses grandiose French flourishes, Art Deco and austere
concrete high-rise, giving an exhilarating North American flavour,
particularly along Gran Via.
The commercial centre retains artisanal units, markets,
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MERCADO DE SAN MIGUEL

CALLE FELIPE IV

GRAN VIA

general stores and the ubiquitous cafe culture. Boulevards cope
ably with snarling traffic around the Almendra (central almond)
and ongoing improvements should combat pollution and benefit
pedestrians.
Simplification of planning procedures now lumps “commercial”
and “industrial” categories together as “economic”, avoiding
change-of-use permits. Buildings more than a century old will lose
automatic protection, with planners favouring remodeling in a
further bid to stimulate development.
Thus far, Europe’s largest department store, ‘El Corte Ingles’,
has thrived, relatively uncompromised by planning or architectural
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considerations. Likewise, the neoclassical Congress of Deputies
has grown to fill its urban wedge to a sharp design by Rubert
de Ventos, Oriol Clos and Josep Parcerisa. The new wing (1990)
makes an emphatic point, as, we trust, do the politicians within.
Any dearth of architectural antiquity is well compensated
for elsewhere. Long queues for The Prado, the Reina Sofia, where
Picasso’s ‘Guernica’ resides, and the Thyssen Bornemisza Museum
ensures top-table status for Madrid in art and cultural tourism
that ranks alongside Paris, Florence and Amsterdam. Season
tickets that give access to more than 50 further galleries and
cultural venues invite visitors to stay longer or return sooner to an
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expanding and prestigious business.
In response, Madrid has allocated impressive investment
to public transport infrastructure, in particular the innovative,
bright and spacious Metro stations, featuring simulated natural
light. Already one of the world’s most extensive Metro systems,
the ongoing plans promise fully-integrated public transport,
linking trams, Metro and rail across the entire city.
Making progress in Metro and other public realm works is
a recipe for major disruption as Madrilenos already know from
experience. It might, however, be worth the discomfort if results
match the regeneration of Mercado de San Miguel. Designed by

Alfonso Dubé and Diez, this covered market featuring an iron
frame, wooden roof and granite floors opened in May, 1916.
In 2003, a group of entrepreneurs formed ‘El Gastrónomo
de San Miguel’ and acquired the neglected building. In 2009,
it reopened with 33 traders selling fresh produce, speciality
foods, chocolates, cheeses, liquor, wines and sherries. It is an
architecturally-charming oasis of decadence.
IAN STUART CAMPBELL HON FRIAS
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CROSS-PARTY GROUP

COMMUNITY CONTROL: GIFT OR LIABILITY? THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT BILL
By contrast, a disempowered community is one which is
dependent on people external to itself to address its needs and
whose future is directed by others.”

Never has a Cross-Party Group meeting elicited such a range of
revealing “one liners.”
“Not a chancers’ charter!”
“Transfer of trash.”
“The island response to mad and bad owners.”
“Not a magic pill.”
“From victim community to community control.”

There was an excellent discussion based on the presentations
and the proposals for the Bill. Key points raised were:
•

The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill was introduced in
the Scottish Parliament by John Swinney MSP on 11 June, 2014.
The policy objectives are to:

•

•

•

•

empower community bodies through the ownership of land
and buildings and strengthen their voices in the decisions that
matter to them,
support an increase in the pace and scale of public service
reform by cementing the focus on achieving outcomes and
improving the process of community planning.

•
•
•

This meeting was particularly interested in the opportunities
and challenges that the Bill provides for design and place-making
in the built environment. Derek Mackay, the Minister for Local
Government and Planning, gave a presentation and responded to
questions.
Stephanie-Anne Harris, Strategic Development Manager,
Culture and Sport, City of Edinburgh Council, provided practical
experience from the local authority perspective, including a
number of recent, successful examples. Peter Peacock, from
Community Land Scotland, highlighted the difference between
empowered and disempowered communities with the following
passage:

•

•

•

•
“The classic kind of empowered community is one that is
confident, resilient, energetic and independent. It is well
networked. It has a high degree of social capital. It is confident
enough to imagine a better future for itself, and is in a position
to take control of that future. It has the breadth of vision to be
able to enlist others and other agencies in helping it to deliver
its ambitions.
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the process needs to be led by the community and develop
organically. It cannot be driven by budget imperatives and will
take time and patience on the part of all parties,
project champions who are enthusiastic and well informed are
often key to success. However, what happens when they are no
longer involved,
Common Good assets are often involved and this can be a very
complex situation,
there needs to be ongoing support for marginalised and less
capable communities,
other public bodies, not just local authorities, will be involved
and are perceived to be less ready for this change,
information, funding and access to expertise need to be
put in place to assist communities to take advantage of the
legislation,
the importance of ownership should be stressed as this
empowers owners to think about managing communities for
the future – those with a vested interest will do the best they
can for the future of their place,
displaying community support for a project may be challenging
if there are differing views, opinions and tensions. This is likely
to be more challenging in cities than in small towns,
tools are required to evaluate ‘preventative spend’ benefits –
potential benefits represent much more than merely a bottomline transaction,
this legislation has important implications for the retention
and re-use of buildings - acknowledging that they represent
and strengthen a sense of place, identity and attachment for
local communities.

The most heartfelt “one-liner” came from Ian Menzies, Trustee
and Treasurer of Locus Breadalbane, who provided the community
perspective. He was asked: “How does a community group look?”
He promptly replied: “Frazzled!”
EUGENE MULLAN FRIAS

Anyone wishing to attend a meeting or simply looking for more information should contact Eugene Mullan on
0131 555 1414, e.mullan@smith-scott-mullan.co.uk, Further details on CPGs in general can be found by visiting
www.scottish.parliament.uk/msps/cross-party-groups.aspx
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LETTER FROM NANCY

RICHARD CARR, ONE OF THE UK’S MOST HIGHLY
RESPECTED ARCHITECTURAL JOURNALISTS, HAS
KINDLY CONTRIBUTED HIS THOUGHTS ON THE LITTLE
NORTH-EASTERN FRENCH CITY OF NANCY, LIKE
EDINBURGH, A WORLD HERITAGE SITE.

HE OFFERS A TIMELY WARNING THAT NANCY’S ART
NOUVEAU HERITAGE, TOO LONG OVERLOOKED BY LOCAL
POLITICIANS, CONTRIBUTES GREATLY TO THE SPECIAL
QUALITY OF THE CITY AND A CONCERTED RESTORATION
PROGRAMME IS DUE.
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ENTRANCE CANOPY TO CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE. BUILDING BY EMILE TOUSSANT AND
LOUIS MARCHAL 1908. WROUGHT IRON BY LOUIS
MAJORELLE AND GLASS BY JACQUES GRUBER

THE DUCAL PALACE

LA MAISON BERGERET BY LUCIEN
WEISSENBURGER 1903-4

DINING ROOM IN LA MAISON BERGERET.
FURNITURE BY EUGENE VALLIN OFFSET BY ART
DECO RUG A LA CLARICE CLIFF

GENIN SEED MERCHANTS BY HENRI & HENRY
GUTTON 1901, WITH GLASS BY JACQUES GRUBER
AND CERAMICS BY ALEXANDRE BIGOT

BED IN PALISANDER, EBONY AND MARQUETRY,
MOTHER OF PEARL AND GLASS BY EUGENE
GALLE 1904

Oh to be an architect in Nancy – preferably in the first half of the
18th century!
It was then that Emmanuel Here (1705-63) was patronised by
Stanislas, the Duke of Lorraine, who was given the duchy in a deal
that involved the loss of Tuscany and the kingdom of Poland. As
for Lorraine, he was not required to administer it, only to live on
its income. As a result, he gave Here an enormous sum of money
and carte blanche to design three squares in Nancy, one of which
(now named after Stanislas) became a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 1983. The duke then paid for his architect to design and
build his own mansion. Here’s “amour propre” – “self love” - can be
seen in the proud stance he adopts in the statue dedicated to him
in the classical quarter of the city.
The history of Nancy goes back to Roman times. The medieval
quarter is dominated by the Porte de la Craffe and there are
Renaissance fortifications in the basement of La Musee des Beaux
Arts. The city prospered because of local deposits of coal and iron
ore and was strategically important because of its location halfway
between Dijon and Flanders. Indeed, it became a frontier town
when France lost Alsace-Lorraine to Germany in the FrancoPrussian War of 1870-71, which meant the loss of the Saar and
Ruhr, areas that were only returned to France at the end of the
First World War.
In 1872, there was an enormous influx of skilled refugees who
further developed local industries. The result was that when Art
Nouveau developed at the end of the 19th century, it linked art
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and craft to industry, not to handicrafts as advocated by William
Morris. So, for instance, the glassworks of Emile Galle and the
Daum brothers used the latest techniques – float, plate, layered
and engraved glass – to produce wares on an industrial scale, while
one of the most significant Art Deco houses, La Maison Bergeret
by Lucien Weissenburger, was built for Albert Bergeret, France’s
so-called “king of postcards”, who printed millions in the early
1900s.
The close connection to industry and commerce can be seen
in Gruber’s glass windows celebrating local trades that adorn the
Chamber of Commerce, created by Emile Toussaint and Louis
Marchal in 1908. There are also a number of shops, including a
corner building for the former Genin Seed Merchants by Henri
and Henry Gutton of 1901, with more glass by Gruber, and several
magnificent Art Deco restaurants. They include Weissenburger
and Alexandre Mienville’s Excelsior, which has light fittings and
furniture by Majorelle and glass, of course, by Gruber. What
these buildings demonstrate is the integration of different crafts
into the design of the building to create what the Germans call
“gesamkunstwerk” – a complete work of art. The later buildings
also reveal a stylistic translation into Art Deco, as seen in the
glassworks for Emile Galle designed by Henri-Louis and HenriVictoire Antoine between 1912-1926.
As for the origins of Art Nouveau in Nancy, they display the
antecedents found elsewhere. In Nancy’s case, these are the Gothic
and the Neo-Gothic – the latter derived from Viollet-le-Duc, who

ALL PHOTOS: RICHARD CARR
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LA VILLA MAJORELLE BY HENRI SAUVAGE 190102. MAJORELLE’S STUDIO IS IN THE GABLE ON
THE RIGHT

ARCHITECT EMMANUEL HERE 1705-63

GLASS SCREEN BY JACQUES GRUBER IN LA
MAISON BERGERET

ART NOUVEAU BANK

DOOR TO LA MUSEE DE L”ECOLE DE NANCY,
FORMERLY LA VILLA CORBIN, BY LUCIEN
WEISSENBURGER 1911-12

ENTRANCE GATE TO LA VILLA MAJORELLE BY
LOUIS MAJORELLE

restored the medieval city of Carcassonne in south-west France and the Rococo style. There was also the influence of Morris and
John Ruskin (without their socialist ideas) and Japan, following
the opening up of trade in 1854. Many balconies have Japanesestyle balustrades. Then there was the upsurge of the middle class,
the rise of new, ambitious women and the femme fatales of the
second half of the 19th-century – such as Sarah Bernhardt and
Margaret Macdonald Mackintosh - and the development of the
new technologies that produced gas and electricity. Six million
light bulbs illuminated the 1900 Expo in Paris, where visitors could
ride on Europe’s first electric travelator.
But, good patriots and businessmen as they were, the patrons
of Nancy’s Art Nouveau movement also had their buildings
adorned with meaningful symbols: roses for France, pinecones
for fertility, cats for courtesans, peacocks for rebirth, ivy, thistles,
honesty (for honesty, of course), sunflowers (representing
hopeless longing and unfulfilled desire) and the double cross of
Lorraine. Both clients and their architects had their names and
dates on plaques on their buildings. Some also had architectural
elements exaggerated to draw attention to their owner’s trade in
bricks or tiles.
Another feature of the Art Nouveau buildings is their irregular
and asymmetrical massing, with turrets, chimney stacks, ironwork
and polychromatic tiles that are constructed in stone, brick, iron
and glass. Curvaceous facades reveal the layout and functions of
what lies behind; big windows for public rooms, staggered windows

up a staircase, separate entrances for service areas and, in the case
of Majorelle’s house (designed in 1901 by Henri Sauvage, arguably
the only internationally-known architect working in Nancy) huge,
north-facing windows under the steeply-angled gable of his studio.
Similarly, colour schemes could be used to delineate areas inside a
building. In the Bergeret house, for example, the use of blue in the
public area contrasts with the red used in the more private dining
and sitting rooms.
When it comes to preservation, Daum glassware is beautifully
presented in La Musee des Beaux Arts while La Musee de
l’Ecole de Nancy, housed in a villa designed for Eugene Corbin
by Weissenburger (1911-12), displays part of the 750 pieces of
Art Nouveau that Corbin gave to the city in 1935. However,
when it comes to buildings, Art Nouveau has fared less well.
Much depends on the preferences of Nancy’s mayors. Though
the centenary of Expo 1900 led to an effort to restore the Villa
Majorelle (still only half completed) and the University of Lorraine
has restored La Maison Bergeret, Nancy’s two mayors since 2000
have concentrated on the medieval quarter and buildings such as
the cathedral and la chapelle rode des Cordeliers (ropemakers).
Both are 18th century. To the people who run the city alas, the
medieval and classical periods are of much greater significance
than Art Nouveau.
RICHARD CARR
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“Highlander” by Andy Baxter

scottish society of architect-artists
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ART4X EXHIBITION
Sculpture Court, Edinburgh College of Art,
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh
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funds in support of the patrick wild centre, edinburgh
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“Urban weaving at its most
complex, connected into the
existing patterns of Edinburgh’s
upper Old Town, the project
connects refurbished historic
properties with new-build. A
substantial mixed development,
full of interest.”
JUDGES’ CITATION

A splendid awards evening at the National Museum of Scotland
in Edinburgh culminated in the presentation, by Cabinet
Secretary, Fiona Hyslop MSP and Mrs Margaret Doolan Hon
FRIAS, of the RIAS Gold Medal and a cheque for £25,000
to Morgan McDonnell Architecture for Advocate’s Close,
Edinburgh. In her address, preceding the Award, the Cabinet
Secretary reiterated her support of the Festival of Architecture
in 2016. A very poignant toast was made at the event, in honour
of Professor Andy MacMillan OBE FRIAS, who sadly passed
away during this year’s judging visits.
The following pages feature articles by Andy’s four fellow
judges, RIAS President, Iain Connelly, Fr Dermot Morrin Hon
FRIAS, winner of the RIAS/Scottish Government Client of the
Year Award in 2013, Margaret Richards FRIAS, winner of the
2014 RIAS Lifetime Achievement Award and Hanneke Scott

– van Wel RIAS, Director of Stone Opera. Each was asked to
consider a group of entries linked by building type or approach.
The architect of Advocate’s Close summarises their own project
and the client, Chris Stewart Group, tells us about it from their
perspective. RIAS Secretary, Neil Baxter, has written a reflective
piece on Andy Doolan’s legacy and Professor Andy MacMillan’s
involvement as Chair of the Doolan Award judging panel.
All of this year’s judges deserve particular thanks for going
well beyond the usual demands of judging and giving particular
insights into this year’s award. The Doolan family, particularly
Mrs Margaret Doolan Hon FRIAS and the Scottish Government,
particularly Cabinet Secretary Fiona Hyslop MSP, are, once
again, most warmly thanked for their continuing, hugely
generous, support.
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DOOLAN 2014

DOOLAN 2014 – THE AWARDS CEREMONY

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND

DR GORDON RINTOUL CBE, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL MUSEUMS SCOTLAND
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CABINET SECRETARY FIONA HYSLOP MSP AND MRS MARGARET DOOLAN HON FRIAS

A TOAST TO ANDY

ANTHONY MCDONNELL, GUY MORGAN AND CHRIS STEWART
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DOOLAN 2014 – THE ARCHITECT’S PERSPECTIVE
Situated in the heart of Edinburgh Old Town, this historic site
was formerly occupied by the City of Edinburgh Council and
encompasses an area of nine listed buildings over 11 storeys,
bridging two closes between the High Street, Cockburn Street and
Market Street. The closes drop almost nine storeys from top to
bottom and it is this change in level, along with the buildings’ age
range from 16th to mid-20th centuries, plus the lack of vehicular
access into the site, that represented the main challenges of the
project.
While many of the buildings are listed, the majority have been
much altered since their construction, including reckless internal
subdivisions, removal of upper storeys from buildings and the
termination of public footpaths.
Our challenge was to form a vibrant new quarter in the Old
Town that combined the rehabilitation of historic buildings and

26

the re-opening of closed-off streets, with sympathetic alterations
to modernise the spaces.
Working closely with the local planning department, other
statutory bodies and through public consultations, we developed
our scheme to reflect these requirements and achieved a detailed
consent within six months of lodging a planning application.
We designed a new public square and pedestrian link, reopened previously blocked-off Roxburgh’s Close and re-landscaped
Roxburgh’s Court to form an outdoor terrace to a new restaurant.
These proposals aimed to increase street activity and pedestrian
movement through the site, thereby adding vibrancy to the area.
We also built sympathetic additions to the flat roofs, involving
the formation of roof gardens or terraces and new rooftop
extensions to replace previously-removed upper floors. This
included reinstating the site’s former stepped roofscape. The new
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additions have been designed so that there is a clear historical
distinction between old and new – entirely characteristic of the
building process in the Old Town – while attempting to unify
the different elements through the careful selection of building
materials.
Internally, we re-worked the floor layouts to accommodate the
serviced apartment units on the upper levels, which are accessed
from the revitalised Roxburgh’s Court. The apartments vary in
size from studio to four-bed units. All have been designed so that
primary living spaces are bright, spacious and with views across
a public open space onto a main street or across Edinburgh’s
spectacular skyline.
At street level throughout the site we have accommodated a
variety of commercial units, including a restaurant, offices and a
bar/ bistro.

Due to the large number and varying age range of the
buildings on the site, a variety of external materials were present.
The majority of the buildings were built of exposed random rubble
or ashlar stonework, however, later alterations had grey cement
render finishes or exposed brickwork and concrete.
With our materials palette, we have attempted to unify these
disparate elements by replacing the grey cement with a creamcoloured render and used sandstone, cast granite, slate, dark
grey terracotta, hardwood and zinc for new building elements.
Windows in the new parts of the building are dark grey, powder
coated, aluminium to complement the surrounding cladding, in
contrast with the existing windows, which are repainted white.
GUY MORGAN
MORGAN MCDONNELL ARCHITECTURE LTD
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DOOLAN 2014 – THE CLIENT’S PERSPECTIVE

The Advocate’s Close redevelopment project, which commenced in
2009, has involved working on a site of great historic significance,
including preserving or recreating extensive historical architectural
features and reinstating the original ‘massing’ or shaping of
buildings in a contemporary context.
The site includes 11 tightly-packed buildings of varying
heritage, including one of Edinburgh’s oldest townhouses and has
revealed buried, interconnecting passageways linking Advocate’s
Close to Roxburgh’s Close. There was no doubt that, architecturally,
this site was a huge challenge.
As developers, however, the challenge extends to the project’s
commercial viability. Creating something that works in the
historic context is one thing, making the same buildings suitable
for modern use is another and that is the brief that Morgan
McDonnell took on. Working in close collaboration with our inhouse team, the designs were scrupulously developed to meet all
the requirements.
This was a neglected and underused part of the Old Town,
often attracting anti-social behaviour. But its location – next to
Waverley Station and overlooking Princes Street Gardens – is a
huge advantage. The project’s aim, therefore, was to bring the area
back to life, with a vibrant, interesting selection of businesses and
to make it a thriving thoroughfare once again. The new design had
to inspire local people as much as tourists if the regeneration of
the area was to succeed.
One of the triumphs of the new architectural design is the
blending of old and new. Visually, the ‘new build’ works alongside
the old and the recreation of traditional building design, such as

the crow-step gable, harmoniously utilises new building materials
and techniques. In the Old Town Chambers serviced apartments
some rooms combine existing features – painted beams, solid
stone walls and exposed structures – with modern kitchens and
bathrooms. Others are constructed as new and include a mix of
balconies, terraces and landscaped decks at roof level to give the
most fantastic light and views over Edinburgh. The detailing is
meticulous. Overall, we have a collection of 50 highly-bespoke
apartments, each with its own character and charm, to lift Old
Town Chambers far above the run-of-the-mill, homogenised hotel
room.
The increased flow through the area is also an important factor,
as is the opening up of spaces. There is now a sense of ‘reveal’ as
you walk through the area. The re-opening of Roxburgh’s Close
and the new restaurant utilising the adjacent Roxburgh’s Court
creates a welcoming focal point and encourages visitors to explore
and stop, revitalising this key public space. There is now a chance
to appreciate the Old Town heritage as never before.
In its entirety, the £46m regeneration project has created a new
208-room hotel, 50 serviced apartments, bar, restaurant spaces
and office accommodation. Within a year of completion, the
development is home to Motel One, Zizzi, The Devil’s Advocate
and Old Town Chambers, which are all thriving. New jobs have
been created and Edinburgh’s once hidden Old Town lanes have
opened up into a thriving leisure and business destination.
CHRIS STEWART GROUP
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DOOLAN 2014 – HOUSING
COMMONWEALTH GAMES ATHLETES’ VILLAGE
The Athletes’ Village in Glasgow was designed and built for the
2014 Commonwealth Games. The challenge for the architects
was to design and deliver a flexible scheme that could adopt the
community culture for 6,500 athletes for two weeks during the
Games and then transform into 700 permanent homes, with
different typologies, as a new residential area for the East End of
the city.
The contractor provided local jobs and used a prefabrication
method, which meant it only required 700 days to create the
village on site. The result is a new housing area with a cohesive and
pleasant atmosphere generated by the materials used, a generous
street layout, a parkland setting adjacent to the River Clyde and
the relaxed configuration of housing volumes.
The judging panel visited two different typologies. The
detached, brick townhouse has a cubic shape and is designed with
four bedrooms, built-in wardrobes and a generous terrace on the
top floor, overlooking the Clyde and Dalmarnock. The pitchedroof row house we visited has a clever, flexible layout that allowed
connectivity of two houses to create space for larger groups during

30

the Games. These now offer a generous family home. The judging
panel was told that only those who intend to live there were able
to purchase a property; this will hopefully generate a genuine
community without property speculation and empty homes.
The Athlete’s Village will now have time to mature and make a
promising addition to the urban setting of Dalmarnock.

CLIFF HOUSE
The Cliff House on Skye is almost hidden on approach. Only
when walking towards the cliff edge does the house introduce
itself subtly, with the entrance embedded in the landscape. The
horizontal texture of the larch and Caithness stone, used for the
outer walls of the two volumes, works well as a contrast with the
moving grass in this windswept and stunning landscape.
Descending towards the entrance, you look over the gravelled
roof towards the impressive view of Loch Dunvegan and the
mountains in the distance. The entrance takes you into the main
living space, which opens up fully towards this magnificent
outlook. There is an open connection with the kitchen on the
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right-hand side, which has a beautifully-designed roof light. This
detail is repeated in the hallway that leads to the bedrooms and
bathroom, located on the other side of the house. A bonus is the
sublime view from the bath.
The owners are fully committed to their bespoke house in
this remote location and have already started to use some of their
land for home-grown produce. A flock of hens seems to have fully
settled in its new location.
HOUSE NO. 7
House no. 7, on Tiree, has an entirely different setting compared
to the Cliff House. It is located on grassy, flat land, close to the
water line, with views over Duin Bay. The site is of a ruined,
B-listed Hebridean black-house and the characteristic roof shape
and stone walls have been reconstructed and now make one of the
three volumes that form the building. The other volumes have a
more modern shape, both also inspired by the local architecture
on Tiree.
As an entity, the house is clearly about shelter in this exposed
landscape. All three volumes seem to pull the roof shape straight

to the ground. It makes an intriguing and fitting result. Once
inside, the feeling of ‘home’ is immediate. Daylight floods into
the connecting spaces and clever use of roof lights enhances the
welcoming feel throughout. The black-house volume forms the
guesthouse, with two bedrooms and its own living space, while the
other two volumes host the main house, kitchen, master bedroom
and utility space.
The configuration of spaces is complex and pleasant, creating a
variety of different atmospheres, enhanced by the use of materials
and fine detailing. For instance, the four steps to the main living
space have been constructed from railway sleepers and have
their own robust character in this carefully-decorated house. In
addition, the curved ceiling in the main living space has been lined
with white-washed timber, which complements the floor finish,
while the clever positioning of windows makes a connection with
the surrounding landscape while moving through the house.
HANNEKE SCOTT - VAN WEL RIAS
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DOOLAN 2014 – COMMERCIAL
SCOTTISH WATER – THE BRIDGE
Reiach and Hall’s HQ for Scottish Water takes the observer
completely by surprise. This building has an immediate impact,
which does not diminish as it becomes more familiar. Its clear
and classic form is reinforced by a simple palette of materials and
beautiful detailing. Seduced by the exterior, the light-filled interior
is equally impressive. The timber detailing is exquisite and a tribute
to the design and the workmanship of the contractor.
As in all open plan offices, there is ample provision of meeting
rooms, both formal and informal. The feedback from users was
very good indeed and it works on so many different levels. With
this building, Reiach and Hall do what they do very well.

SSE HYDRO
The SSE Hydro is not subtle but that is not a criticism. It is a
massive building, meant for accommodating large audiences and a
big statement, close to other iconic Glasgow landmarks. Best seen
at night, the ever-changing colours of its façade are mesmerising
against the night sky.
A building like this needs to be experienced with people in it
and it does not disappoint. There are good views from everywhere
and the acoustics are superb. There is easy access in and out with
good circulation, plenty of food outlets and toilets.
It is easy to criticise big buildings like this but Foster + Partners
have created a building that Glasgow can rightly be proud of.

261 WEST PRINCES STREET
This building by Elder and Cannon was impressive, with clever use
of the site maximising the accommodation provided. Sometimes,
student accommodation can be cramped and dark but the large
windows throw light right into the well-designed living quarters.
Again, a limited palette of materials is cleverly combined
with Elder and Cannon’s trademark of exquisite detailing. This
accommodation has a quality feel to it and students living here
certainly cannot complain about where they are housed. It is
simple and understated but clever and elegant at the same time.
That is what makes it so good.
When entering the building from the street, there is no idea
what lies beyond. It takes the breath away when emerging into the
landscaped courtyards and seeing the bright facades of the new
blocks. Again, the workmanship is of a very high standard.

CLYDEBANK EAST WORKSHOPS
Again by Elder and Cannon, who says workshops have to be boring
and uninspiring? These ones are anything but. The architectural
vocabulary is simple but beautifully packaged. Again, a winning
formula of well-chosen materials and delightful detailing.
The roof lights provide a surprising amount of natural daylight
and also visual stimulation to the roofline. A relatively modest
project, it demonstrates that good design is not necessarily
expensive and that, with care and attention to detail, simple
buildings can be very well-designed indeed. Another happy and
satisfied client!
IAIN CONNELLY PRIAS
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DOOLAN 2014 – MIXED USE
DAVID BARBOUR

ADVOCATE’S CLOSE
On a November evening in 1774 James Boswell took a tumble
on Advocate’s Close. In those days the steps dropped directly,
and steeply, to Market Street. He was very drunk and afterwards
remarked: “I could not stop, but when I came to the bottom of
it, I fell with a good deal of violence, which sobered me much.” If
Boswell had fallen through time, rather than space, and landed in
this Year of Our Lord 2014 he would have found himself in the
toilet of Motel One.
Stepping down through Advocate’s Close today is a little
like stepping through time, through structures built and rebuilt
over centuries, new stone upon old stone. There was wood too
and its replacement by stone was criticised by some. There was
never a plan beyond the fall of the ground and, in each age, the
existing buildings and foundations. Again and again buildings
were demolished, cut down to size or incorporated into nearby
structures.
The earliest building of those identified is that of a merchant
and, through the long history of this close and the ones adjacent,
the only single unifying factor seems to be the drive of commerce.
It is fitting that the old close has come alive again as a place of
commerce, with hotels, hostelries and even an architect’s office.
The task here was huge, not just because of the site and the
remnants of the past but in that the architect had to think in terms
of how disparate elements and their functions could sit together
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with the view from below and the overall context. In my view this
has been achieved with skilled understatement.
The great gift to the city is that this venerable close is made
viable once more and might serve as a benchmark for other
developments. Much thought has been given to creating generous
views from inside, looking over Princes Street and beyond to the
Firth. The restoration of the unobstructed view towards Waverley
is particularly pleasing. This project has been achieved with great
sympathy, sensitivity to the city’s heritage and confidence in its
potential for the future.
BUCHANAN GARDENS
You would not expect to go fruit picking in the vicinity of
Glasgow’s Buchanan Street. But you can if you are lucky enough
to have Buchanan Gardens as an address. This development of 49
apartments, with a central garden, sits like a bird’s nest on top of
Buchanan Galleries, just a stone’s throw from George Square and
Queen Street Station.
Care has been taken to plant a garden which will mature over
time. There is a small wildflower meadow, a south-facing lawn,
a circle of pleached apple trees, herbaceous borders, a central
mulberry tree and even a bird box. Paths criss-cross the garden,
with wooden arches which reminded me of an arbour but are solid
and shaped to pick up the sloping roofs on the entrance porches
of the apartments. In this harmonious space, two minutes away

from the shops and the trains, you can sit and drink your morning
coffee in an orchard. Weather permitting, of course!
THE INN AT JOHN O’ GROATS
Like some brightly-coloured flag, the Inn at John O’Groats greets
seafarers on the Pentland Firth. As when a chord is sounded on a
stringed instrument, the single base note of the Victorian Hotel
harmonises with five new, and surprising, notes. With more than
a passing reference to Victorian beach huts and the ancient links
of Caithness with Norse fisher folk, some very skilled and creative
people have worked together and crafted a singular building that
makes of this location not just a departure point but a destination
in itself. This building sets the holiday mood and tone and
expresses in brightly-coloured Scottish larch the air of adventure,
whether by sea or land. The interior is, if anything, understated
so that you are drawn to the windows and it is unified in decor so
that there is no real sense of the exterior’s segmented articulation.
To the rear are 23 detached apartments reminiscent of traditional
seaside destinations but fashioned in sustainable and sturdy
materials. These, along with a cafe, bar, restaurant and shops, are
set back quietly so that it is the Inn which is allowed to sing its new
song in this wild and remote stretch of coast. Indeed, it seemed to
me on our brief visit that what might have been prose has been
raised to the level of poetry.
FR DERMOT MORRIN HON FRIAS
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GENIE DEPEWEG

DOOLAN 2014 – CULTURAL
THE GRASSMARKET COMMUNITY PROJECT
The Grassmarket project involved the refurbishment and
extension of the Kirkhouse which faces onto Candlemaker Row.
The severest challenge facing the architects was the nature of
the site. Landlocked on three sides and with the ground level of
Greyfriars churchyard two storeys above entrance level, this could
have been a dark place. It is not.
The Candlemaker Row entrance is via a set-back court, which
gives time to adjust to the glass façade. Everyone entering the
building must use this access. Behind the double-height glass
front lies an inviting, lively, well-lit space positively asking visitors
to come in, have a coffee and explore what else goes on in this open
and friendly building.
Everywhere, the attention to detail and the imaginative
simplicity of the concept is obvious and it is backed up with
modern technology appropriate to the users’ needs. The prime
object is the provision of new workshop training facilities, a larger
training kitchen, a dedicated classroom space and a multi-purpose
room beneath the wood workshop. Additionally, there is a large,
sky-lit community hall, which can act as a rental venue. This brings
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in much-needed funding to support the Grassmarket Mission’s
continuing activities.
The architectural practice responsible, Gareth Hoskins, has
given the community a happy and cheerful place which responds
to the Mission’s essential and worthwhile outreach needs and
enriches the area for everyone.
THE BIRKS CINEMA
The Birks Cinema, in Aberfeldy, occupies a prominent corner site in
the town square. For five years the building lay disused and unloved
and was on the Buildings at Risk Register. However, thanks to the
energy and initiative of a group who formed the Friends of the
Birks Cinema, the building has undergone a complete and skilful
renovation and now stands proudly on its site, greatly enhancing
the square.
The architect, Robin Baker, has made interventions to the Art
Deco building which, without detracting from the original, allow it
to return to vigorous new life. The old cinema housed 450 people
but was cold and unacceptable by today’s standards. The renovated
cinema has a comfortable, steeply-banked auditorium. Alongside,
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GILLIAN HAYES

LDN ARCHITECTS

there is a double-height café bar with two new large windows in
the west elevation, which allow sun and daylight into the café.
The improvements, of course, meet all current building
standards and the interior décor makes an unexpected and exciting
contribution to the visitor experience. What was a sad eyesore has
been transformed into a key focal point in the town centre and has
become again a fun building. It is a source of entertainment and
social activity which benefits tourists and local people alike.

by the Heritage Lottery Fund and many others including Historic
Scotland, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, the European
Regional Development Fund and Community Energy Scotland,
they have been saved and now produce exemplary textile goods
for sale. These are sought after for their quality and design and are
also affordable and enticing to the shopper.
Knockando Woolmill Trust has managed to recover and
promote a truly precious legacy of regional rural life. It has
restored the existing machinery and installed new (second-hand)
machinery to enable increased capacity. By the introduction of
training courses, the production of textiles continues. The visitor
reception centre café and shop make it a most attractive tourist
destination and the number of people arriving at Knockando is
already higher than predicted. Everyone involved in this venture
can share pride in it and the mill is deservedly becoming a “must
see” element on Speyside’s tourism list.

KNOCKANDO WOOLMILL
Knockando Woolmill, near Aberlour, shows what can be achieved
by intelligent and careful conservation work and repair. LDN
Architects are well-known for their sensitive expertise and it is a
pleasure to see how seamlessly the old and the new are blended
together. There is nothing fussy or attention-seeking about this
renovated group of buildings. The mill looks as if it has always
been maintained to this high standard and yet it was nearing being
lost, like so many other small-scale wool mills.
In this project, the group of buildings and the historic
machinery were all category A-listed. By means of staged funding,

MARGARET RICHARDS FRIAS

37

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY W I N T E R 2 014

DOOLAN 2014

DOOLAN 2014 – JUDGES’ CITATIONS
SHORTLISTED:

SPECIAL MENTIONS:

“This symbolic, much visited, location
was, for too long, down at heel. Brightly
coloured pavilions extend the restored
Victorian hotel to create a whole new
attraction and a highly visible landmark.”

SCOTTISH WATER – THE BRIDGE,
STEPPS
REIACH & HALL ARCHITECTS

“Two new-build blocks are set in a
relationship to the existing tenements
which generates a new internal pattern
of landscaped courtyards. The materials
forming the new elevations are
intentionally bright and reflective.”

BUCHANAN GARDENS, GLASGOW
BDP
DAVID BARBOUR

GENIE DEPEWEG

ANDREW LEE

HOUSE NO. 7, ISLE OF TIREE
DENIZEN WORKS LTD
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ELDER AND CANNON ARCHITECTS

“This substantial Art Deco historic cinema,
long derelict, provides a new 100-seater
auditorium and a café/bar generating life,
engagement and a cultural focus within a
property and a townscape which has been
thoroughly reinvigorated.”

“This tight development utilises both the
traditional black house form and more
agriculturally derived structures to create
main and guest houses within its enclosed
setting, all elegantly drawn into a unified
internal composition.”

261 WEST PRINCES STREET,
GLASGOW
ELDER AND CANNON ARCHITECTS

THE INN AT JOHN O’GROATS
GLM
PIP RUSTAGE

GENIE DEPEWEG

THE BIRKS CINEMA, ABERFELDY
ROBIN BAKER ARCHITECTS

“A new Scottish classicism delineates this
elegant office development at the edge of a
business park. The restraint of the external
forms and materials is continued within
the dramatic central atrium.”

“The frontage on Glasgow’s premier
shopping street is a series of attractive
blocks with different treatments. The
rooftop residencies open onto a garden,
generating a new community in the heart
of the city.”
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COMMONWEALTH GAMES
ATHLETES’ VILLAGE, GLASGOW
RMJM ARCHITECTURE LTD
LDN ARCHITECTS

CLYDEBANK EAST WORKSHOPS,
GLASGOW
ELDER & CANNON ARCHITECTS

GRASSMARKET COMMUNITY
PROJECT, EDINBURGH
GARETH HOSKINS ARCHITECTS
GILLIAN HAYES

“The Games’ new sports facilities and
accommodation are an enduring asset.
This development of attractive modern
homes will welcome a new community
to Dalmarnock and has the potential to
generate a sustainable future for the whole
area.”

ELDER & CANNON

“Simple geometries and timber cladding
connect this new home to its beautiful
elevated site. Highly insulated, the house
provides maximum protection from the
extremes of Skye’s weather.”

“What might have been standard,
utilitarian structures are transformed into
a development which declares itself. A
simple but refined colour palette redefines
conventional notions of workshops,
setting a marker for future development.”

KNOCKANDO WOOLMILL,
KNOCKANDO
LDN ARCHITECTS

“Transforming an awkward gap site
into the entrance to enhanced facilities
provides a new social enterprise amenity in
the heart of Edinburgh. The new building
occupies its site with ingenuity, providing
a warm welcome to all.”

“The mill and its adjoining buildings,
previously very much at risk, have
been given new life. Visitor facilities
and accommodation are subtle and
understated, preserving and reinterpreting
important elements from Scotland’s past.”

THE SSE HYDRO, GLASGOW
FOSTER + PARTNERS
NIGEL YOUNG, FOSTER + PARTNERS

ANDREW NICKOLLS

RMJM ARCHITECTURE LTD

CLIFF HOUSE, ISLE OF SKYE
DUALCHAS ARCHITECTS

“By raising the circular auditorium at
an angle, a simple servicing and access
diagram is created below the “flying saucer”
form of this dramatic new landmark
arena. Superbly lit it becomes a night-time
beacon.”
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DOOLAN 2014
A TALE OF TWO ANDYS
INDIRA VAN ’T KLOOSTER

ALAN JONES

MACMILLAN, DOOLAN AND THE RIAS BEST BUILDING IN SCOTLAND AWARD

DOOLAN JUDGING VISITS 2008

DOOLAN JUDGING VISITS 2013

As Andy MacMillan himself recalled, his first encounter with Andy
Doolan was as the latter’s external examiner at the Leeds School of
Architecture. MacMillan recognised the young architect’s potential
and he passed.
For several years after that, their infrequent meetings were
always cordial. Nevertheless, Professor MacMillan was surprised
when, in 2002, he got a phone call from Andy Doolan, who, in his
typically brusque, Glaswegian manner, indicated that he was fed
up with the RIBA’s lack of recognition of the quality of architecture
which was happening in Scotland and had consequently decided to
put his, by then not inconsiderable, wealth to good use by creating
a new prize, bigger than the Stirling, “just to piss them off!”.
Whether the Doolan prize achieved Andy Doolan’s high
minded aspiration for it has not been recorded. However, it
firmly established itself as the main event in Scotland’s annual
architectural calendar, excepting perhaps the RIAS International
Convention. For the first couple of years the two Andys, successive
RIAS Presidents and international guest judges enjoyed Andy
Doolan’s lavish hospitality on judging trips which included a
memorable helicopter ride.
Sadly, of course, Andy Doolan died, still a relatively young man,
in 2004. The future of his award looked to be in doubt. However
both the Scottish Government and Andy Doolan’s family decided
that it was too important an endeavour to end and that it should
continue, in part as a memorial to the brilliance and creativity of
its founder.
So, for a further ten years, Andy MacMillan continued in his
role as Chair of the Doolan judges. Over the period what became
the RIAS Andrew Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award (aka
The Doolan Prize) helped to spawn the new RIAS Awards which
now operate alongside the RIBA Awards through the first half of
each year. The RIAS Award winners, in what Andy MacMillan saw

as an eminently pragmatic solution to the conundrum of how to
properly connect both awards, now become the shortlist for “the
Doolan”.
One of the delights, year on year, of the Doolan award
trips, now rather more modestly mainly by minibus rather than
helicopter, has been the talents of Andy MacMillan as wit and
raconteur. Very long journeys have often seemed not quite long
enough if Andy got on to a stream of anecdotes on habitual
themes, including the perils of international architectural teaching
and the joys of working alongside Jack Coia. Anecdotes on these
and innumerable other stories enlivened every journey to the
extent that sometimes is was a slight disappointment to arrive at
the next building on the judging itinerary.
On projects, Andy’s assessment was frequently incisive,
sometimes, though not often, deadly. He was, in the main, an
open minded and benign critic but would, on occasion, quietly
dismiss a particular contender with “well that’s not it!”.
Many of Andy’s friends have observed that his departure from
this life, while on the 2014 Doolan judging trip, though desperately
sad at the time, was somehow appropriate for a man at the age of
85, steeped in architecture and passionate about Scotland. There
are, after all, few finer urban scenes than the banks of the Ness in
the late summer sunshine where Andy took his final stroll.
The Doolan Prize is about all those who contributed, all those
who have competed and particularly the twelve superb projects
which are the winners to date. However, it will always also be
about two men called Andy, its founder and its Chair. Both
were visionaries, both larger than life, both inspirational and
both will continue to influence the Doolan Prize as it moves on,
strengthened by the memory of two of Scotland’s most brilliant
architect sons.
NEIL BAXTER HON FRIAS
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PROFILE

At its meeting on the 3rd December, the RIAS Council elected
Willie Watt with acclaim as the RIAS President for 2015-2017. He
will assume the role at the Dundee Convention in May.
A former Dundee Institute of Architects’ President and Vice
President of the RIAS, Willie is now Convenor of RIAS Practice.
A keen competitor, Willie has won several architectural awards,
prizes and scholarships, including the R.S.A. Student Architecture
Prize, the RIAS Sir Robert Lorimer drawing prize, and first prize in
the RIAS/HIEL Inverness Riverfront Competition. He has worked
in practices in London, Aberdeen and Dundee and contributed
to a number of high profile projects. He is a partner at the award
winning Nicoll Russell Studios.
Willie has written widely on European Procurement, has
contributed to written guidance and conferences, spoke at the
Scottish Government’s procurement conference and sat on the
recent Scottish Government Review of Construction Procurement
and the RIBA Procurement Reform Group. The Review proposed
a large number of favourable reforms which may yet improve a
system which vexes every part of the profession. Willie recognises
that this work is far from finished.
Teaching has always been important to Willie. He has been a
frequent critic and tutor at Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen
and other schools over a number of years.
Born in Methil, Fife, in 1967, and educated at Arbroath High
School, Willie Watt studied architecture at Scott Sutherland
School of Architecture, Aberdeen where he was awarded first class
honours. Graduating in 1990, Willie joined John Winter Associates
in London, where he had previously worked as a student. In 1993
Willie joined David Murray Associates in Aberdeen, and was made
an Associate on the strength of directing the winning competition
submission for the Medical Sciences building for the University
of Aberdeen. Widely published, it still features in Butterworth’s
Laboratory Design Guide. Whilst in Aberdeen he also completed
a charitable Soup Kitchen for the Poor Sisters of Nazereth which
featured in both the RIBA Journal and the RIAS Quarterly.
In 1998 Willie moved to join Nicoll Russell Studios, becoming
an Associate later that year and a Partner in 2006. His workload
initially included proposals for a new town centre development
in Elgin for E.D.I. which included a shopping mall, superstore
and a new Civic Centre, incorporating theatre, dance, concerts,
community use, weddings, etc.
After this Willie played an important role in the realisation

NICOLL RUSSELL STUDIOS

ON PRESIDENT ELECT - WILLIE WATT FRIAS

of the new Scottish National Theatre for Contemporary Dance
at Dundee College (more popularly known as the Space) which
contains a flexible auditorium, rehearsal studios, seminar rooms,
bars, corporate and educational facilities. The Space won a number
of awards, including the RIBA Access Award.
Willie moved on to the reconfiguration of the Grade B Listed
Old Medical School and Carnelley Buildings at The University of
Dundee. More recently he has been involved in the Howden Park
Arts Centre in Livingston, Dundee Railway Station, large scale
master planning projects in Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire
and the Highlands and was heavily involved as a technical advisor
for Liverpool Magistrates Court. On the Calyx project, Willie
led on community engagement, brief making, fundraising,
lottery fund visits and secured financial pledges for the garden
and constructed an exhibition garden of the proposals to the Big
Lottery fund in a crop circle in the middle of a barley field.
Willie is a keen advocate for his home town of Broughty Ferry.
He works closely with a number of community groups. A recent
highlight was his presentation of an analysis of the ‘Ferry’ to the
Academy of Urbanism. Outwith professional life he coaches a
junior cycling club and can be regularly seen chasing his children
down mountainbike trails across Scotland, but never catching
them!
NEIL BAXTER HON FRIAS
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FESTIVAL OF ARCHITECTURE

2016 BECKONS

With the dedicated RIAS Festival 2016 staff team now in place
the development of the Festival of Architecture 2016 is well under
way. The team has been working with a network of representatives
from our partner organisations on the Festival Forum to design
a programme of events that will attract both domestic and
international visitors. The members of the Forum bring expertise
from a wide variety of Scotland’s leading public bodies and other
national business and creative organisations.
Key Partners we are working with include Scottish Enterprise,
Historic Scotland, the National Galleries of Scotland and the
National Trust for Scotland, as well as Education Scotland and the
Scottish Government. With the support of these organisations
and their previous experience in partnership working on key
Scottish events in years past, such as Glasgow 2014 and the
two Homecoming Scotland themed years, we anticipate these
collaborations will allow us to meet and exceed visitor expectations.
The six RIAS Chapters will be working to deliver an exciting
range of events based around their ‘hub’ locations as well as
touring elements which will link up the sub-themes of the Festival
and allow the Chapters to work in tandem on projects and events.
Initial ideas have been tabled and include engaging storefronts,
floating exhibitions and film festivals. All of the Chapters are
confidently expecting to have their draft programmes in place by
late spring 2015.
Through communications with the RIAS and some of our
partner organisations and Chapters, other major national
organisations have also expressed an interest in coming on board.
Maggie’s Centres, Scottish Opera and Scottish Canals have all
come forward with ideas in development which could boost the
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health, education and heritage themes of the Festival as well as
engaging an even wider cross-section of the public.
Throughout the development and planning of this
comprehensive programme our focus remains on the key aims and
objectives set out within our strategy for the Festival.
AIMS
As we have previously intimated, the Festival will set out to:
•
•

•
•
•
•

engage the widest possible audience across Scotland in shaping
the thinking and practice of architecture and design,
celebrate the achievements of Scottish architects and designers
nationally and internationally, especially the younger
generation,
contribute to Scotland’s attractions as a tourist destination,
raise awareness of architecture’s social, economic and cultural
importance, past, present and future,
leave a legacy of tools and resources for individuals and
communities,
underpin and complement public policy.

OBJECTIVES
The Festival will also:
•

•

develop an engagement strategy that demystifies architecture
and design, reaching across Scotland, through a broad
partnership network,
deliver an inspirational public programme that addresses a
range of interests and needs, celebrating design excellence,
especially the role of younger design practitioners,
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•
•

•

•

grow visitor numbers across Scotland through a diverse,
internationally focussed, programme,
create an integrated education, youth and community-led
programme that underpins Curriculum for Excellence and
meets other strategic needs and outcomes,
produce a range of tools and resources that will leave a legacy
for education and youth and community services as well as
design professionals,
develop new capacities within the architecture and design
sectors.

By collaborating with some of Scotland’s most prestigious
tourism and membership organisations we envisage that the
programme will bring visitors without previous significant
knowledge or engagement with either rural or urban architecture
to participate in the Festival. The aspiration is that knowledge
and involvement in built environment issues will increase and
that participants will be encouraged to explore further all that
Scotland’s buildings have to offer.
The potential legacy is that the Festival will encourage visitors
to transfer their new found knowledge into their communities
and therefore contribute to the improvement of Scotland’s
built environment. The programme will include exhibitions,
publications, community activities and events for the general
public as well as publications and online content.
In addition to the exhibition catalogues for Scotstyle and The
Ideal Hut Show, a total of 10 other publications are envisaged. Two
specific groups of publications are proposed. The RIAS series of
Illustrated Architectural Guides, inaugurated in the early 1980s
by Charles McKean, is close to completion. Most are already in

train, however a further review of the landscape already covered
by the areas of the existing Guides will ensure that the final
collection of books in the series properly covers Scotland’s rich
built environment. Alongside the online dictionary of Scottish
Architects and the Buildings of Scotland series, these Guides
contribute to a remarkably comprehensive coverage of Scottish
architecture.
A specific domain name will be registered as well as a dedicated
website for the Festival which will be launched in 2015 and
updated on a regular basis. The site will be designed to be easily
accessible for information on the programme and events for the
Festival 2016. This will enable visitors and domestic users alike
to access literature and information on each of the participating
organisations and their activities. There will also be an education
section, where teachers can download material for organised visits.
A further three, linked, websites will be developed, more
focused on Scotland’s architecture and accessible to the interested
amateur. These will also be geared to provide an enduring resource
available to architects, historians, academics and students, as well
as to the public, worldwide. By publishing its programme and
much of its content in both digital and traditional formats, this
Festival aims to engage, inspire and deliver - a whole lot of fun!
GERRY GRAMS FRIAS
DIRECTOR: FESTIVAL 2016
LAURA SANDILANDS
RIAS CO-ORDINATOR: FESTIVAL 2016
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DEVOLUTION

DEAR LORD SMITH
GORDON BROWN’S PRE-REFERENDUM PROMISE
TO ACCELERATE NEW POWERS FOR SCOTLAND IN
THE EVENT OF A ‘NO’ VOTE RESULTED IN THE SMITH
COMMISSION. LORD SMITH OF KELVIN, RECENTLY
IN THE PUBLIC CONSCIOUSNESS AS CHAIR OF THE
COMMONWEALTH GAMES, WAS ENTRUSTED WITH
THE GATHERING OF EVIDENCE AND REPORTING, TO
BROWN’S ABSURDLY TIGHT TIMETABLE, BY THE END OF
NOVEMBER.
PREDICTABLY PERHAPS THE RANGE OF NEW DEVOLVED
POWERS PROPOSED BY SMITH IS VERY LIMITED. THERE
TRULY WASN’T THE TIME TO PROPERLY EVALUATE THE
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS AND COSTS OF A SIGNIFICANTLY
BROADER RAFT OF MEASURES. AND, OF COURSE, AS
REPORTED IN THE PRESS, THERE WAS HUGE PRESSURE
FROM ALL SIDES – A THOROUGHLY UNENVIABLE TASK.
THOUGH NOT LIKELY TO MAKE EVERYONE (OR ANYONE?)
HAPPY, THE COMMISSION’S REPORT IS A CREDIT TO
SMITH AND HIS COHORTS FOR SHEER PRAGMATISM.

“Dear Lord Smith,
Regulation of the Architectural Profession
The Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland is the, wholly
autonomous, professional body for Scotland’s architects, with
around 4,500 members.
Regulation of the architectural profession is currently per the
1997 Architects Act, through the Architects Registration Board
(ARB), based in London. The ARB:
•
•
•

•
One currently undevolved power that was considered (we
know the civil servants had talked about it) was regulation of the
professions. The Incorporation was well aware that professional
regulation would not be high on Smith’s list of priorities. However
if there was any possibility, however remote, of the regulation of
architecture coming to Scotland we had to make our case.
The timetable was such that, even on this relatively obscure
range of powers, due process could not be observed. A straw poll
of RIAS Council resulted in a majority for control of regulation in
Scotland, on the Irish model. Yet without due deliberation by our
Council our submission to Smith was a little equivocal:

holds the register of professionally qualified architects for
the UK,
governs UK architectural education (in tandem with our UK
sister institute, The Royal Institute of British Architects),
has the responsibility of protection of the title ‘Architect’
(though not the function of architects which currently is
not protected in the UK, unlike a number of other European
jurisdictions) and
protects the public through its complaints mechanism and
disciplinary function.

We are aware that professional regulation is among the issues
being considered by your Commission. This submission is
restricted to architecture, as the only area of regulation where
the Royal Incorporation has an aegis.
This submission is not made on your Commission’s standard
form, as that is predicated upon definitive proposals for specific
delegated powers. Unfortunately the timetable for submissions
has not given sufficient time for the potential devolution of
regulation of architecture to be determined upon by the Royal
Incorporation’s governing body, our Council.
The previous quarterly meeting of the RIAS Council was just
prior to the Scottish Independence Referendum, the next one
is in early December. On an issue of this gravity, our by-laws
require a clear determination by Council. The proposal that
we should make a specific submission to your Commission
regarding the devolution of regulation to Scotland has however
been shared with Council members.
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A majority of responses had significant concerns regarding the
efficacy of the current system and felt that it was remote from
Scotland and does not properly address or protect the needs
of Scottish consumers. There has, for example, only been one
prosecution within Scotland for abuse of the title ‘architect’. The
fine imposed was derisory with the action itself subsequently
being used by the subject of the litigation as the theme of an
advertising campaign – deriding the whole system and the
inadequacy of current legislation. This completely undermines,
indeed mocks, the consumer protection which should be at the
heart of professional regulation.
Our enquiry to Council members also drew a number of
responses counselling caution. Thus, without absolute consensus
from respondees and lacking the opportunity, required by the
Incorporation’s legal constitution, for proper determination
by Council, I am empowered, as the Incorporation’s Secretary,
at this stage to comment only on the ‘what ifs’ of delegated
regulation of the architectural profession. The matter will,
of course, be fully determined at our Council meeting on 3rd
December. I will write immediately after that meeting to
confirm the Incorporation’s view on the appropriateness of
devolution of regulation.
In the meantime all I can comment upon is possible mechanisms
for delivering architectural regulation, if your Commission
determines that this is a power appropriate for devolution.
Considering precedents within other jurisdictions there would
seem to be only two viable methods of administering the duties
and responsibilities of devolved regulation. The first would be
to set up a new, arms-length, body, akin to the ARB, governed
by a representative board, including industry expertise but
primarily focussed on the consumer protection role already
highlighted. This would be a substantial and potentially costly
exercise.
The alternative model, as adopted in the Republic of Ireland,
is regulation through the autonomous professional institute. In
the Republic of Ireland the Royal Institute of the Architects of
Ireland (RIAI) maintains the register and performs the statutory
functions as listed above. Again, crucially, governance is
through a quite separate board whose constitution and make-up

is determined by government and whose Chair is a government
appointee. Adopting this mechanism in Ireland delivered
demonstrable cost-savings, avoided duplication of database
systems and drew upon the expertise of existing employees.
The equivalent for Scotland would be the Incorporation itself.
It is a discussion we are very willing to have with the Scottish
Government if professional regulation is among the new powers
devolved from Westminster to Holyrood, indeed we are of the
view that in such circumstances, the discussion would be vital.
Finally, it is worthy of note that in the relatively recent
handover of regulation from the Irish Government to the RIAI,
the opportunity was taken to introduce protection of function
(also covering the surveying and engineering professions).
This has been referred to as the ‘gold standard’ of consumer
protection. Such a system currently applies in Austria, Belgium,
France, Portugal, Spain and six other smaller EU nations. The
counter argument that protection of function is in any way
detrimental to cross-border trading is wrong. While it would
differentiate Scotland from the rest of the UK, it would mark
the fact that the interests of consumers in Scotland were being
more comprehensively protected. That might not be a bad thing.
Thank you for receiving this submission. We appreciate that
the Commission’s task is complex and wide-ranging. We, like
all Scots, look forward to a settlement which is in the interests
of the people of Scotland and our fellow citizens throughout the
UK.”
As it turned out, perhaps predictably, Smith didn’t go there.
The RIAS Council on 3rd December did. So the Incorporation’s
policy is now to seek the devolution of architectural regulation to
Scotland. The main is proviso that, as in the Republic of Ireland, the
register is held by the Incorporation itself. The Smith Commission
of course said nothing at all about professional regulation. So our
future pursuit of this goal will be through other channels.
NEIL BAXTER HON FRIAS
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CONVENTION

NYDALEN, MAD ARKITETKER COBE LUXIGON
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CONVENTION 2015
It is unusual for the Incorporation to be 18 months ahead of the
game in the organisation of its Convention. However, because 2016
is the RIAS centenary and there will be quite a lot on, it seemed
only sensible to organise at least the venue on the basis that the
Convention will be in Edinburgh that year and venues tend to get
booked up in advance. Also, it’s one less thing to do.
So the venues for 2015 and 2016 are now booked. In 2015
(15th/16th May) the Convention will take place in the superb
Malmaison Hotel which overlooks the masterplanned new
Dundee Waterfront (currently a barren wasteland following the

demolition of the Hilton Hotel, the former municipal leisure
centre/swimming baths and council offices).
The venue for 2016 (13th/14th May) is Mansfield Traquair at
the bottom of Broughton Street, Edinburgh. This superb former
church, richly decorated by Phoebe Traquair’s murals, is wholly
appropriate for the centenary Convention as it was designed by
our founder, Sir Robert Rowand Anderson. We are lucky to have it.
While we are ahead of ourselves on venue bookings, engaging
the speakers for 2016 is a job for next year. However, some of our
keynotes for 2015 on the theme “Big Moves/Local Agendas” will
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MALMAISON HOTEL, DUNDEE

TO GUARANTEE YOUR PLACE AT NEXT YEAR’S CONVENTION,
PLEASE CONTACT JANE MACFARLANE AT EVENTS@RIAS.ORG.UK
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MALMAISON

be Mike Galloway of Dundee City Council, the man responsible
for the huge regeneration initiative currently proceeding apace
in central Dundee (by the Convention, the V&A Dundee should
be well out of the ground and the new railway station by Nicoll
Russell Studios in progress, alongside, hopefully, much else).
Regeneration is, of course, an architectural and a political
phenomenon and there can be few politicians who understand
that better than the Mayor of Bristol, George Ferguson PPRIBA
Hon FRIAS. Another undoubted highlight will be Maja Egge
Sipus (MAD Architecture, Oslo) who spoke brilliantly about the
regeneration of the Oslo Waterfront and her practice’s role in that
at the recent IAA Convention on Skye.
We will be taking Convention bookings from February 2015.
As ever, space is limited, but we are delighted to have sponsorship
from BALCO, David L Douglas, Gartcarron Fire Engineering,
Senior Architectural Systems and Sturrocks Joinery, which
will, once again, allow us to keep costs very competitive, in fact
significantly less than cost price. We look forward to seeing you in
Dundee next year and Edinburgh for the centenary.
NEIL BAXTER HON FRIAS

architectural and commercial photographer
www.ross-campbell.co.uk
info@ross-campbell.co.uk
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A DREAMER OF DREAMS
A TWO-DAY SEMINAR IN CELEBRATION THE LIFE AND CAREER OF ROBERT STODART LORIMER, ARCHITECT
“HE MUST HAVE GIFTS THAT ARE RARELY FOUND IN
THE SAME INDIVIDUAL. HE MUST BE A DREAMER OF
DREAMS, MUST HAVE IMAGINATION, THAT GIFT OF THE
GODS AT ALL TIMES DEALT OUT SO SPARINGLY TO EACH
GENERATION. HE MUST BE A KEEN LOVER AND MINUTE
OBSERVER OF NATURE. HE MUST FEEL THE ENDLESS
SUGGESTION OF BUDS AND BERRIES AND SEED-PODS,

OF CREEPING AND FLYING THINGS, OF THE TWILIGHT
AND THE DAWN. HE MUST BE METHODICAL, A MANAGER
OF MEN, BUT THROUGH ALL HE MUST BE THE ARTIST
– LITERALLY – TO HIS FINGERTIPS, THE MAN WITH AN
ITCH TO PRODUCE, THE MAN WHO FEELS THAT ‘THE
WAGES ARE IN THE LIFE.’”
SIR ROBERT LORIMER ON THE STAINED GLASS ARTIST
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A DREAMER OF DREAMS

Sir Robert Stodart Lorimer was born on November 4th 1864. This
150th anniversary seminar took a fresh look at the nature, scope
and influence of his work. It was also fitting to hold the seminar at
the time of the centenary of the outbreak of the Great War, given
Lorimer’s work on war memorials and cemeteries, most notably
the Scottish National War Memorial at Edinburgh Castle. Talks
were complemented by visits to some of Lorimer’s buildings and
to view the archives held at the Royal Commission (RCAHMS).
Our two days were filled with a wealth of knowledge. My 40
pages of notes bespeak the detail and variety of one man’s vision,
his love of Scotland, his passion for building, his creativity and
his leadership. Through description, interpretation, quotation
and anecdote, Lorimer emerged as perhaps the ultimate Arts and
Crafts architect. It is an honour for me, if a leap of faith for the
RIAS, to ask a lay person to write this piece.
The first day, chaired by Neil Baxter, explored the nature and
scope of Lorimer’s buildings - of necessity but a taste of the many
buildings and restorations in his lifetime. Highlights from the
huge variety of his oeuvre was presented, critiqued and brought
to life. Lorimer realised over 300 buildings, from cottages and
chapels to castle and church restorations.
Professor Duncan Macmillan spoke on ‘The Scottish National
War Memorial: Lorimer’s masterpiece?’. His description of the
symbolism, the attention to detail and the passion of all who
worked on it showed how the Scottish National War Memorial was
probably the most complex and certainly the most controversial
of all of Lorimer’s works. Launched before the end of the War,
controversy delayed building till 1923. Once begun, a work force of
two hundred completed it by 1927. Under Lorimer’s leadership, in
stone, stained, glass, sculpture and inscriptions his team created a
monument that articulates a nation’s grief, but also gives moving
expression to the hope for peace.
Diane Watters’ “Lorimer in Context” and Simon Green’s
“Lorimer’s Buildings: An Overview” followed David Lorimer’s’s
brief introduction to the family tree. Diane’s scholarly presentation
took us on a journey through early Scots architecture, precedents
and inspirations and commentary on Balcarres Lodge (“Scots
Baronial à la Queen Mary’s Bath House”) and Formakin, in RSL’s
own words “the purest Scotch I’ve ever done”. Hermann Muthesius
in Das Englische Haus focussed on Lorimer’s unpretentious use
of precedent, “Scotland will not achieve what England has already
achieved – a completely national style of house building based
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on the old vernacular architecture – until it follows the lead of
Lorimer.”
Simon Green gave an enthusiastic presentation on Lorimer’s
buildings as they are- used, lived in and full of attention to
detail. The turn of a stair, the fine metalwork by Hadden, ceiling
plasterwork reminiscent of the Vine Room at Kellie Castle, the
‘remirol’ made by Shanks of Barrhead and the use of stained
glass: all set the scene for Fiona Sinclair’s account of “Formakin
– Restoration of a Lorimer Masterpiece”. That brilliant unfinished
Lorimer symphony lent itself to completion by Kit Martin after
withstanding 80 year unoccupied. The day’s talks were rounded off
by Ian Gow, Curator Emeritus with The National Trust for Scotland.
“Lorimer’s Legacy and its Survival”, took principal examples and
made connections between two NTS properties, Hill of Tarvit
and Kellie Castle. He discussed the influences on Lorimer’s work,
the writings and archives, finishing with Lorimer’s account of his
visit to Sweden with Pilkington Jackson and eulogising Lorimer’s
“perfect taste”.
The second day brought many works to life. The theme was
RSL’s relationship with artists and craftspeople, insights into the
people involved and Lorimer’s many collaborations. Dr. Elizabeth
Cumming spoke on “The Art of Friendship: Lorimer and Phoebe
Anna Traquair”. She brought together fact, insight, interpretation
and appreciation of the work of one artist and one architect each
in relation to the other. Ten years RSL’s senior, Traquair wrote of
him in 1935, some years after his death, as “The best friend I ever
had because he inspired beautiful ideas”. Lorimer’s capacity to
enable others’ work and to be an inspiration for it was a thread
through this second seminar day.
Lorimer was an exacting task master who wanted nothing but
the best. This was not always comfortable or predictable for his
contemporaries. Through the concept of collaboration Elizabeth
also revealed details in RSL’s own development, his membership of
the Dean Studio, the Edinburgh Social Union which gave Traquair
her first commission, of which his sister, Hannah Lorimer was
also a member. We journeyed through names such as William and
Constance Holt, CR Ashby, John Fraser Matthew, John MaitlandTalbot, Frank Deas, Louis Deuchar, Douglas Strachan and Louis
Davis, each making major contributions in the Arts and Crafts
idiom of their time.
This focus on Arts and Crafts led us naturally to Dr. Louise
Boreham’s fascinating contribution. She spoke on the work of her
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grandfather, Louis Deuchar, James Grieve, clerk of works, John
Matthew, office manager (later partner) and Matthews’ sons’
preservation of the Lorimer & Matthews office papers (now held
at RCAHMS). “Crafting the Thistle Chapel – a Closer Look at the
Carving and Bronzes” gave insight into the exquisite chapel for
which Lorimer was knighted. In all of its extra-ordinary facets,
stone carving, 1,000 tons of dressed stone moved by horse and
driver, how Andrew Deuchars of Auchterarder kept an informative
scrapbook of his son Louis’ (1870-1927) career, and mention of a
tradesman called “The Greek” who appears in photographs. We
learned of Louis Deuchars’ models, his attention to detail and how
the wood sculptures were brought to life through the technical
skills of the Clow brothers. Of Lorimer, whom only the best would
satisfy, James Grieve said, “there can only be one Robert Stodart
Lorimer”.
The enormous management task that unfolded as each
building was considered in terms of those who worked on them,
gave a background to William Lorimer and Alistair Drennan’s talk
about RSL’s furniture. They drew on the extensive correspondence
between Lorimer and his friend and fellow architect Robin Dods
in Australia. His letters were illustrated by sketches of a stool
here, a table there and the practical side of Lorimer came through
strongly. The lecture Lorimer gave in 1897 on William Morris, is
revealing, “Suppose you have a piece of furniture to design…ask
yourself what it is for and then…”. He also said, “Take a fine model
and do your own comments on it, then you have a fine sweet
smelling thing fit to last a few hundred years – with careful usage”.
What an eminently practical dreamer of dreams.
Peter Cormack’s fine talk showed that, while Gothic in
architecture, Lorimer was firmly modernist in stained glass. As
Lorimer said the stained glass maker must be “the artist – literally
– to his fingertips, the man with an itch to produce, the man who
feels that ‘the wages are in the life.’ “. Peter took us through Wemyss
Chapel, The Scottish National War Memorial, Dunblane and
commissions from John Holms and Rossall School, highlighting
what could so easily be missed, such as the appearance of Kellie
as the celestial city in a number of windows, and all viewed afresh
through this “noblest of arts”.
After a very full two days, guided visits to the RCAHMS
Lorimer Archives, the Thistle Chapel, St Peter’s Church and
the Scottish National War Memorial, and a brilliant venue, the
stamina of all was rewarded as we came back to the future, to Ben

Tindall’s follow-on from Lorimer, with his well-chosen title, “The
Art and Craft of Architecture”. Ben moved from the contemporary
to Lorimer and back to the contemporary. He quoted Annette
Carruthers of St Andrews University as he spoke of the direct
involvement of a “hands on approach”- a good definition of direct
engagement in the arts, craft and architecture of which Lorimer
was master.
Ben emphasised materials, independence of thinking and
asserted that, with arts and crafts now, it is not a question of “lost
skills” but rather a question of “lost demand”.. Through Lorimer’s
many working relationships we have learned how skills can and
must be valued and that the detail and complexity should mean,
as Ben said, if “we educate on Lorimer the skills will appear”. This
consummate architect, knew the power of leadership and what
architecture, arts and crafts could achieve. Lorimer is a man whose
worth needs to be more widely understood – what a beginning …
the dreams go on.
A scholarly, fluent and entertaining set of speakers kept our
attention throughout the two days, generously shared their work
and drew us into the narrative of the life and work of a remarkable
Scottish architect. The Lorimer Society intends to publish
“Dreamer of Dreams”. We look forward to continued collaboration,
to further enquiry, exhibition, celebration and events which draw
from the arts and letters of the Lorimers, a Scottish family of the
arts.
PROFESSOR ALINE-WENDY DUNLOP
Acknowledgements: Thanks are due to all who contributed. Sir Tim O’Shea, Principal
of the University of Edinburgh most generously gave the use of the Playfair Library, the
Raeburn Room and St Leonard’s Hall. Thanks too to the Dreamer of Dreams Steering
Group, chaired by Neil Baxter, who gave the Lorimer Society the confidence that the
timing was right, including representation from the Lorimer Society, the Trustees of the
Scottish National War Memorial, RCHMAS, University of Edinburgh, St Giles Cathedral,
the National Library and the National Trust for Scotland. Aonghus McKechnie’s beautiful
piping followed our centenary two minutes silence, at 11am on 11th November. Jane
Thomas, Louise Boreham, Simon Green and Duncan Macmillan curated our guided visits.
Future Plans: The Society’s principal focus will be on four generations of the Lorimer
family. A website is in development. In each of the next 5 years we will focus on one aspect
of Lorimer work.
Forthcoming Events: On Saturday 16th May, Annette Carruthers, University of St
Andrews, will give the Annual Lecture of the Lorimer Society at Kellie Castle, Fife.
Contact: Professor Aline-Wendy Dunlop, Honorary Secretary, The Lorimer Society,
a.w.a.dunlop@strath.ac.uk.
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ARCHITECT IN THE
HOOSE 2014
On the 4th of August this year, following the end of the highly
successful Architect in The House scheme run in conjunction with
the RIBA and Shelter, we launched our own ‘kilted’ Scottish-based
version, Architect in the Hoose, to raise money for the Architects
Benevolent Society.
‘Following the finishing of Shelter’s excellent ‘Architect in the
House’ scheme, the RIAS ‘Architect in the Hoose’ is a wonderful
– and equally benevolent – replacement. We were matched with
a client wishing to get some initial ideas for the refurbishment
of a traditional cottage, which has turned into a great project
with an enthusiastic client. This type of mutually beneficial
scheme is great for small, new practices like us’.
Sam Foster, Sam Foster Architects
The hugely popular actress Elaine C Smith, being a great
advocate for improved social housing and living conditions in
Scotland, kindly agreed to be our patron and we are extremely
grateful for her support and the publicity her backing has given
our wee scheme.
We would also like to extend a huge thank you to the 106 RIAS
Chartered Architects who gave their time and advice for such a
great cause. This year, 79 clients signed up and we hope that, as
word spreads, this number will increase for 2015. We have had
excellent feedback from clients and architects – encouraged that,
as well as raising money, we are changing client perception on
engaging with an architect.
‘Thank you for referring me to potential clients interested in the
‘Architect in the Hoose’ scheme. On both occasions I met with
them and on both occasions they have gone on to commission
me. These meetings appear to be an opportunity to open the
eyes of everyday people to possibilities that they had never
considered’
Anonymous, Architect in the Hoose 2014 Architect
This year we have raised over £2,000 for the Architects
Benevolent Society. With a new, dedicated Architect in the Hoose
website and registration process planned for 2015, we are hoping
the scheme will just get bigger and better, whilst also helping to
promote architecture in Scotland.

HOOSE.SCOT WEBSITE VISUAL (WORK IN PROGRESS)

‘We were running out of ideas on how to improve our house to
make it more suited to our needs and lifestyle. The architect
who came round through the ‘Architect in the Hoose’ scheme
quickly understood what we were looking for and in less than
an hour came up with several great new ideas.
We’ve now commissioned him to develop some of these
ideas with us’.
Evelyn Laurie, Architect in the Hoose 2014 Client
Please look out for registration 2015!
CHARLENE RANKIN
MANAGER: MEMBERSHIP & RIAS CONSULTANCY
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AFTER QUITE A YEAR FOR MAJOR EVENTS COMING TO
SCOTLAND, THERE IS MORE TO COME IN 2015. THE TEAM
FROM THE MAC WHO WON THE WORLD’S LARGEST
STUDENT ARCHITECTURE EVENT FOR SCOTLAND ARE
TO BE CONGRATULATED. THE EVENT WILL SPREAD

THE WORD ON ONE OF THE LIVELIEST EUROPEAN
TERRITORIES FOR CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE.
ALSO IN THIS SECTION, TWO PAST WINNERS OF THE
RIAS SILVER MEDAL REFLECT ON THEIR CAREERS
SINCE. DID IT HELP?

ABOVE: ARCHITECTURE SPACE NATURE - EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART ROBERT CALLENDER INTERNATIONAL ARTIST IN RESIDENCY
MELISSA LAWSON
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STUDENTS

THE GATHERING

THE GROUP OUTSIDE ZKU

In October, 150 eager architecture students from across Europe
will be coming to Scotland for a week-long series of events and
discussions.
INCM Alba 2015 is being organised by three students and one
graduate from the Mackintosh School of Architecture. The annual
event is commonly referred to by its acronym, INCM (Intermediate
National Contact Meeting), and this is the first time that Scotland
has played host.
INCM is the winter gathering of the European Architects
Students Assembly (EASA), an independent, student-led network
created to provide a platform for communication, meetings and
exchanges between architecture students. It is a chance to share
experiences in architecture and education and for students to
learn about a variety of cultural backgrounds.
Typically, there are two events hosted each year by different
countries, the two-week EASA summer assembly and the sevenday INCM. The summer assembly is a programme of intensive
workshops, lectures and parties hosted by a country and set to
a theme inspired by the context. Imagine a student-led event
with nearly 600 budding architects descending on one location -
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eating, sleeping, working and living with each other for two weeks.
It sounds completely crazy and it is! Every year, students have
a tremendous effect on the places they visit as well as creating
lifelong friends and experiencing unforgettable moments.
Last summer, the event was hosted by Bulgaria, in the city
of Veliko Tarnovo, where seven students represented Scotland.
The city welcomed an array of installations, performances and
permanent interventions, designed and completed by the students
themselves. In 2015, Scotland will have a strong presence, with a
larger team attending the next EASA in Valetta, Malta.
Later in the year, the INCM performs the role of an AGM for
the EASA network, ensuring its continuity. Each country has two
“national contacts”, tasked with the organisation and promotion
of EASA within their countries and with forming national teams
for each event. At the INCM, all the national contacts of each
country come together as a group to discuss and work on the
future of the network.
INCM 2014 was held in Berlin, where it was originally founded.
This year it was organised by three students who studied at the
Technische Universitat Berlin. Most of the week was spent at
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PHOTOS: ALEXANDRA KONONCHENKO

KUBA, LAURA AND MARCOS, INCM BERLIN’S ORGANISERS
SMILING AT THE LECTURE EVENING

ZK/U, a centre for arts and urbanism in the city. It was there
that the INCM ALBA 2015 bid team competed against two other
bidding teams, from Serbia and a joint effort by the Czech Republic
and Slovakia.
The INCM ALBA 2015 bid received letters of support from
Glasgow School of Art, The Scottish Government, the Royal
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, Architecture and Design
Scotland, Glasgow Institute of Architects and Glasgow City
Council.
The Scottish bid team consisted of Rob Scott, Ewan Hooper,
Sam Patterson and Kitty Byrne. The idea was to host the INCM in
two locations - Glasgow and a rural base in the Highlands - which
was popular with the EASA audience. The two locations will enable
those attending to see more of Scotland and its architecture. All
the national contacts debated the choices until finally, at 5pm on
Tuesday 28th October, 2014, the Scottish team was announced as
the winner, with the support of the entire network.
It is a really exciting opportunity for Scottish architecture, and
the students involved, in two ways. Firstly, it is a chance to widen
the team of students who become involved with the magic of

THE SCOTTISH TEAM WAS ANNOUNCED AS THE WINNER

EASA. We want to include all five architecture schools in Scotland
at INCM ALBA. The second opportunity relates to the Festival of
Architecture 2016 and the theme of the INCM, ‘Perception’. With
architecture students from more than 50 countries represented,
Scotland has an opportunity to influence the international
perception of Scottish architecture ahead of the 2016 Festival.
The last, and only, time that Scotland hosted the summer
assembly was back in 1993 in Sandwick, Shetland. As 2015 will be
the first year an INCM has been held in Scotland, we would like to
reach out to any past Easians from the Scottish or UK team who
may wish to share memories and experiences. Please contact us at:
incmalba2015@gmail.com.
The new generation of European students will have high
expectations of the Scottish INCM team, who will be working hard
to ensure they create an exciting and productive event for Scotland
and EASA.
KITTY BYRNE
INCM ALBA BID TEAM MEMBER

57

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY W I N T E R 2 014

STUDENTS

IMAGES: HALLIDAY FRASER MUNRO

REFLECTIONS ON SILVER MEDALS 1 – ABERDEEN

Winning the RIAS Silver Medal and being highly commended in
the award for sustainable design was an achievement higher than
I ever expected. I am extremely proud that my commitment to
architectural studies was acknowledged within the profession and
resulted in my work being exhibited in The Lighthouse, Glasgow.
Finding employment as an architecture graduate can be a very
laborious and demanding exercise as there is a good chance that
your CV or portfolio will be just one in a pile of hundreds if the
firm you want to work for has a good reputation.
One of the best ways to set yourself apart from the competition
is to build a distinctive, but simple, CV. I spent weeks designing my
CV, considering the size, shape, and template and how the reader,
or viewer, might interpret the content. However, with so many
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talented students graduating with the same degree and going
through the same process, standing out from the crowd can be
very difficult.
Winning the Silver Medal was very important to me in this
respect as it led to local papers publishing articles regarding my
work and the award was a successful starting point in advertising
my achievements. Most importantly for me, the award was a
credential which set me apart from other students and I feel it
helped me to secure employment at the largest practice in the
north-east of Scotland, Halliday Fraser Munro.
I was very excited to start working at Halliday Fraser Munro.
It is a busy practice with a number of offices located throughout
the country and, with a team of more than 90, it is a much
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larger practice than I have experienced elsewhere. Working there
has given me the opportunity to be involved in a wide range of
projects, covering planning, development and environmental
matters in both the public and private sectors.
The project I am most heavily involved with is a large, residential
development located in the West End of Aberdeen, consisting
of 189 dwellings with a mix of apartments and penthouses. The
apartments are arranged in a series of blocks, carefully orientated
to take advantage of the southerly aspect and maximise views over
the landscaped setting and beyond to a spectacular view of the
Deeside valley.
The development set out with a vision of creating an exceptional
environment for people to live in, with a strong emphasis on the

quality of design. The external environment, with shared streets,
squares and walled gardens, provides safe, pleasant and desirable
spaces which have real potential to raise the quality of life of the
occupants.
I am, therefore, very grateful as I feel the RIAS award helped
me secure work with a practice that has allowed me to carry on
working on projects I have a strong interest in. That, I think, is an
important starting point to my architectural career.
This award also demonstrates the quality of the architectural
education that Robert Gordon University has to offer and that the
standard of work produced by RGU students can compete with
other universities in Scotland.
ANDY STEWART
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REFLECTIONS ON SILVER MEDALS 2 – FOSTER + PARTNERS

ARCHITECTURE SPACE NATURE_EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART ROBERT CALLENDER INTERNATIONAL ARTIST IN RESIDENCY

Winning the RIAS Silver medal was a significant achievement and
has been of great benefit in beginning my career in architecture.
My Masters thesis project, ‘The Arctic Council’, was exhibited
in the Lighthouse Gallery, Glasgow, as part of the RIAS and
Architecture + Design Scotland Student awards and then toured
all of Scotland’s schools of architecture.
Following on from my RIAS Rowan Anderson Silver Medal
in 2013, I was offered a position at the internationally-renowned
practice of Foster + Partners in London. Since joining, I have
worked on a variety of large-scale projects including ‘The Skyline’ phase three of the iconic Battersea Power Station masterplan. This
project has given me the opportunity to gain and develop design
skills within public, residential, retail, commercial and landscape
design. The project is a major development that will establish
Battersea Power Station as a dynamic, new, creative district for
London. I was involved in this project from competition stage
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to planning. This involved working within my design team to
take the project from conceptual ideas developed, as the design
evolved, through model making, hand drawings and final rendered
drawings for presentation, to the end proposal.
At present, I am working on the Foster + Partners’ Quartermile
masterplan in Edinburgh. Quartermile is one of the largest and
most comprehensive regeneration schemes in Scotland and
comprises a mixed-use development of new build and refurbished
existing buildings. Based on site, I am part of a team working
on several buildings at different RIBA work stages. This valuable
experience has provided me with the opportunity to work towards
my Part III exam while gaining construction experience.
Earlier this year, I had the honour of presenting my Master’s
thesis project at Norman Foster’s Graduate Show. This was an
exhibition of my Master’s design work at Foster + Partners’ studios
in London and a presentation of the project to all senior partners.
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FOREST LOCH REFLECTION, MELISSA LAWSON + ROSS AITCHISON

In addition to my time in the office, I spent five weeks travelling
in Japan this year. The trip allowed an in-depth study of Japanese
architecture and design as part of the Edinburgh College of Art
Robert Callender International Artist in Residency Award, which I
was awarded after graduating from ESALA. During the residency,
I worked with Japanese artists in producing a contemporary art
exhibition at CASO Gallery, Osaka. I produced a photographic
display, entitled ‘Architecture Space Nature’, which was an
exploration of the contemporary architectural design of Japan,
viewed through the surrounding natural environment. The series
of photographic works conveys a journey of discovery beyond
the built context, in which the relationship between architecture,
space and nature is questioned. Through this analysis, the ‘sense
of architecture and place making’ is exposed through elements of
reflection, material, texture, and light.

I also entered the Scottish Scenic Routes design competition
with fellow ESALA graduate Ross Aitchison this year and we gained
the Highly Commended Award for our proposal – ‘Forest Loch
Reflection.’ The intervention, located at Laggan Locks, achieved
second place within the national competition and has also recently
been selected to be exhibited in the Royal Scottish Academy Open
Architecture Exhibition from November 2014 – January 2015. As
part of the competition, our proposal will also be exhibited at the
Scottish Parliament.
The projects I have been involved in since winning the RIAS
Silver Medal have been innovative and inspiring and have further
developed my approach to architectural design. The award filled me
with ambition and I look forward to the next stage of my career.
MELISSA LAWSON
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Conservatories Orangeries Sun Lounges Garden Rooms

specialising in the design, manufacture
and installation of superb quality
hardwood conservatories, orangeries,
sun lounges and garden rooms
To find out more CALL US on
0345 050 5440, visit our design
centre or request a brochure.

Conservatory Design Centre
57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG
Open 7 days 10am to 5pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk
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LE CORBUSIER, MONASTERY OF SAINTE-MARIE DE LA TOURETTE, ÉVEUX, FRANCE, 1953. VIEW OF LIGHT WELL, 2007
© HÉLÈNE BINET
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BUILDING THE MODERN CHURCH
ROBERT PROCTOR
ASHGATE
£ 60.00
Building the Modern Church has tightlydefined parameters but is all the better for
that. The book’s two decades span a golden
age of church-building, which led up to the
Second Vatican Council. The latter, often
called “Vatican II”, is blamed for the early
demise of Cardross Seminary but also had
implications for the urban parish churches
which are the book’s focus.
Proctor’s
subject
is
arranged
thematically and, over the course of 360
pages, he illustrates how parish church
design was influenced by religious ritual,
the Liturgical Movement, the Brutalists,
the church community and the world at
large.
The book’s underlying theme is how
and why Modernism came to be accepted
by the traditionally-minded Church
authorities. One reason put forward is
that Modernism allowed new churches
to be built “ambitiously and quickly”. The
author also suggests that it gave churches
the same serious and austere sobriety as
the modern buildings which surround
them.
Although Proctor is an architectural
historian at the Mac and Building the
Modern Church covers Gillespie Kidd &
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Coia’s oeuvre in depth, that is set into
context by the use of churches across
England and Wales. A few of these have
been written about by Alan Powers or
Elain Harwood but most are unknown or
unheralded.
A handful of “postcard” buildings, such
as Gibberd’s Metropolitan Cathedral of
Christ the King in Liverpool, feature and
Cardross makes a couple of appearances
too, although the author notes that he
sought out buildings which were typical
of their time and place as well as those
that were avant garde or exceptional.
Accordingly, Proctor sticks to his brief and
most works featured in the book fulfil the
role of parish church.
Among the better-known architects,
we discover that the careers of the Gilbert
Scott clan and Frederick Gibberd were
broader and deeper than might have been
expected. Unsurprisingly, Gibberd’s giant
wigwam casts a long shadow, typifying
circular and polygonal plans which place
the congregation closer to the heart of
services. Its influence is clear as there
are several mini-wigwams in Building the
Modern Church, complete with conical or

pyramidal roofs, top-lit altars and acres of
expressed brick walls.
The book’s timeframe saw the church
evolve from a Romanesque basilica into
a multi-functional community hall. For
example, the ecumenical churches of the
1970s were built in response to Vatican
II’s call for the Church to be embedded
in the world and open to it. As one priest
explained, the result is buildings which
don’t look at all “churchy or monumental”,
although the use of natural light was
intended to set them apart from secular
architecture.
As a survey of themes in post-war
church design and an introduction to
many unknown architects, Building the
Modern Church succeeds. As a response
to falling congregations, followed swiftly
by the closure and demolition of notable
buildings, it is, probably, overdue. Once
again, Ashgate Publishing has produced a
book that will become definitive within its
narrow field but a paperback edition, at a
more accessible price, would broaden its
appeal.
MARK CHALMERS RIAS

ST. COLUMBA, CUPAR BY PETER WHISTON; PHOTO: ROBERT PROCTOR. COPYRIGHT © 2012. REPRINTED
BY PERMISSION OF THE PUBLISHERS FROM “MODERNISM AND THE LITURGICAL MOVEMENT”, IN
BUILDING THE MODERN CHURCH BY ROBERT PROCTOR (FARNHAM: ASHGATE, 2014), P.153.

HÉLÈNE BINET

W I N T E R 2 014 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

COMPOSING SPACE: THE
PHOTOGRAPHS OF HÉLÈNE BINET
MARK PIMLOTT AND HÉLÈNE
BINET
PHAIDON
£ 100.00
PETER ZUMTHOR, BROTHER KLAUS CHAPEL, MECHERNICH, GERMANY, 2007; EXTERIOR VIEW, 2009

The Barbican’s recent exhibition, entitled
‘Constructing Worlds: Photography and
Architecture in the Modern Age’, featured
the work of 18 leading photographers,
ranging from Walker Evans to Hiroshi
Sugimoto. The curator’s remit was to select
practitioners who “…have changed the way
we view architecture and perceive the world
around us.” Hélène Binet was represented,
of course, and her work sat comfortably
next to pioneers such as Berenice Abbott
and Lucien Hervé.
The ‘Constructing Worlds’ exhibition
showcased a series of Binet’s evocative
photographs of the creation of Berlin’s
Jewish Museum. These dark, sombre
images tend towards the abstract and seek
to capture the raw, fragmented nature
of loss and grief. They offer a personal
interpretation of space and present a more
appropriate memorial than the ephemeral
constructs wrought by the museum’s
exhibition designers. Binet’s striking black
and white photographs deploy shuttered
concrete and weathered zinc to convey the
mystery of our mortality and the transient
nature of existence.
Binet has dominated architectural
photography since the late 1980s and has

garnered the patronage of many leading
architects, including David Chipperfield,
Tony Fretton, Caruso St John, Studio
Mumbai, Sauerbruch Hutton and Coop
Himmelb(l)au. Perhaps she is able to
connect with such eminent practices
because (according to Daniel Libeskind)
“…she exposes architecture’s achievements,
strength, pathos and fragility.”
Her career was ‘launched’ in
1989 by Alvin Boyarsky, director of
the Architectural Association, who
commissioned two influential exhibitions
on ‘Dimitris Pikionis 1887-1968: A
Sentimental Topography’ and ‘Sigurd
Lewerentz 1885-1975: The Dilemma of
Classicism’. Eighteen years later the Royal
Institute of British Architects recognised
her contribution to the profession with an
Honorary Fellowship and she maintains a
prodigious output.
Binet has a close bond with Zaha Hadid,
as evidenced by a slew of commissions and
its exploration, in an extended interview,
in Blueprint magazine (January 2007). This
new book features the exaggerated plastic
forms of Wolfsburg’s Phaeno Science
Centre and Glasgow’s Riverside Museum
of Transport. The latter is represented by

its (largely unseen) zinc-clad roofscape
with its sinuous forms mimicking an
undulating seascape, capped by a leaden
sky. Binet is also closely associated with
the work of Peter Zumthor, a fellow Swiss
national, and she continues to document
his oeuvre, including the Kolumba
Diocesan Museum (2007) and Therme Vals
(1996). She took the photographs for the
celebrated monograph Works: Buildings
and Projects 1979-1997, which established
Zumthor’s reputation and is now much
sought after by bibliophiles.
Composing Space is Binet’s first
comprehensive monograph and Phaidon
have created an exemplary publication,
incorporating 170 black and white and 10
colour illustrations. It will engage anyone
with an interest in architecture and a
nuanced perception of the world.
MARK COUSINS RIAS
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Where aesthetics and fire safety meet
Every company, every building, every façade has its own unique story.
The extensive colour and design range from ROCKPANEL® allows
freedom of expression and creativity in façade cladding, soffits and
fascias. Creations that allow you to tell the story behind the wall.
With the new ‘FS-Xtra’ grade, the ROCKPANEL range gives you unlimited
design freedom, even in the most challenging locations where fire
safety and performance requirements are particularly demanding.
Whether coloured, metallic, or in a striking wood design, ROCKPANEL
‘FS-Xtra’ façade cladding can meet European fire classification A2-s1, d0.
Visit www.rockpanel.co.uk/fsxtra for more information or to request
our FS-Xtra brochure.

The A2-s1, d0 Board

YOU SPECIFY, WE MANAGE...
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Everyone wants to work with an expert, which is why
Sika Sarnafil is the specifier’s system of choice.
We’ve been providing expert guidance and single
ply roofing membranes for over 50 years.

SA

During that time we’ve developed an enviable knowledge
of roof refurbishment and tailored our Sarnafil Plus
package to meet the needs of all projects - large and
small. That includes ensuring complete peace of mind
with a full technical service, bespoke detail drawings,
wind uplift calculations, and regular installation
inspections by our technical experts. Each roof project
also begins with a comprehensive condition survey,
allowing us to provide a single point guarantee covering
against failure of design, materials and installation.*
Leave your project in the expert hands of Sarnafil Plus so you can specify in full confidence.
*Contact us to find out more or for a complimentary
roof survey.

For further details: 0800 0285123
www.sarnafilplus.co.uk
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The Builders of
Edinburgh New Town
1767-1795
Anthony Lewis
Foreword by Professor
Richard Rodger

THE BUILDERS OF EDINBURGH
NEW TOWN - 1767 – 1795
ANTHONY LEWIS
SPIRE BOOKS
£ 22.50
Anthony Lewis lauds the builders of
Edinburgh New Town in this excellent
book, based on his PhD research with
the University of Edinburgh. The Curator
of Scottish History at Glasgow Museums
highlights the talent and skills of the
ordinary people who delivered James
Craig’s ambitious plan for the First New
Town, an extraordinary building project
spanning a 30-year period in the late 18th
century. He brings to life the characters
involved and demonstrates that teamwork
was as essential then for successful project
delivery as it is now.
The project started in 1765 when
George Jameson, a carver and mason,
published a pattern book, which greatly
influenced both architects and builders.
This design guide helped inform proposals
for many of the tenements and houses
we see today. The illustration of Jameson
portrays him as a proud and industrious
mason, surrounded by his tools. His
pattern book ensured that a generation of
tradesmen were well equipped to rise to
the challenge of building Edinburgh’s First
New Town.
An innovative way of selling plots
of land developed through feuing plans,

which gave just enough control of new
development to ensure some homogeneity
of the design. There was still, however, a
rich diversity of styles and architectural
features. Lewis says success was largely
due to ‘patrons, partners, professionalism
and productivity’, all supported by Adam
Smith’s concept of free trade. The political
framework of the time also encouraged
the ambitious plans to flourish and
ensured that Edinburgh kept its position
of importance relative to the United
Kingdom.
Lewis explains how Craig’s plan
set out an ambitious expansion, which
helped to create an outstanding, vibrant
New Town. The book explains how the
construction boom created such a demand
for builders that the traditional method
of appointment through incorporations
was quickly overtaken by speculative
builders. William Christie and John Young
are examples of journeymen who rose to
become successful builders and trained
others to follow.
Through the characters involved, Lewis
builds up a picture of the construction of
the numerous tenements which formed
a backdrop for the more ambitious public

buildings and grand private houses, many
of which were designed by Robert Adam.
Funding came from bankers and land
for the New Town was feud from George
Heriot’s Hospital. The boom-versus-bust
conditions and the 1772 banking crisis
sound familiar today, as do the socioeconomic patterns that led to them.
Events truly do go in cycles.
The book tells of the complex delivery
of the First New Town, without which
Edinburgh’s World Heritage Site (WHS)
status would not be in place. UNESCO
designated the area a WHS in 1995, with
‘the harmonious juxtaposition of two
highly contrasting historic areas’ - the Old
and New Towns - being the main criterion.
Lewis’s meticulous research shines
through and an excellent selection of
archive drawings illustrate the basic
principles of tenement construction
and the variety of frontages and fine
features which give the New Town its rich
character. This book will be invaluable for
anyone wishing to study, in more depth,
the development of one of Edinburgh’s
finest architectural achievements.
FIONA MACDONALD RIAS

THISTLE COURT EAST SIDE

ALL THESE NEW TITLES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE RIAS BOOKSHOP,
15 RUTLAND SQUARE, EDINBURGH; BY MAIL ORDER (0131 229 7545);
OR ONLINE AT WWW.RIAS.ORG.UK/BOOKSHOP
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a trusted name since 1913

“YOUR BUILDINGS ARE OUR BUSINESS”
QUANTITY SURVEYING · DISPUTE RESOLUTION · BUILDING SURVEYING
PROJECT MANAGEMENT · CDM CO-ORDINATION · PROPERTY VALUATION

Aberdeen | Dalkeith | Dundee | Dunfermline | Edinburgh
Galashiels | Glasgow | Hamilton | Helensburgh | Kilmarnock
Paisley | Perth | Stirling | St Andrews

www.hardies.co.uk

Nine times winner of the Johnstone’s Painter of the Year Award
Johnstone’s Supreme Decorator of the Year Award 2010
WorldSkills Double Gold Medal Winner

NEVIN
of EDINBURGH
DECORATORS OF DISTINCTION
Specialists in Microscopy Paint Analysis
Conservation and Restoration

‘Taymouth Castle, Kenmore’

8 Swanfield, Leith,
Edinburgh EH6 5RX

Nevin of Edinburgh has been providing the highest
standards of skill, customer service and excellence
since 1977. We are a multi-award winning company
and the decorator of choice for organisations such as
The National Galleries of Scotland, Historic Scotland
and The National Trust for Scotland. We can help you
decorate, renovate and transform the interior and
exterior of your property no matter what the size or
difficulty. We pride ourselves on fine attention to
detail and ensuring of your 100% satisfaction.

‘Edinburgh City Chambers’ ‘The Assembly Room’s, Edinburgh’

www.nevinofedinburgh.co.uk
enquiries@nevinofedinburgh.co.uk

tel: 01315541711
fax: 01738623228
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM RIAS PRACTICE
IF YOU HAVE ISSUES YOU WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS
PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT US.
MARYSE RICHARDSON, SENIOR MANAGER: PRACTICE
0131 229 7545 MRICHARDSON@RIAS.ORG.UK
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PRACTICE UPDATE

and borrow a book for an hour? A list of available titles will be
published in the Practice Bulletin on a regular basis.

GENERAL PRACTICE
UNDERSTANDING FEES - RIAS WORKSHOP
On Wednesday, 24th September, 2014, the RIAS organised a
workshop entitled Understanding Fees at the headquarters in
Rutland Square, Edinburgh. The workshop started with a short
presentation by Rob Campbell, outlining how to work out hourly
rates, assessment of project resources, the services to be provided,
calculation of the time to provide services, project programming
and preparation of a resource schedule. Attendees were then
divided into teams to prepare a fee proposal for a fictitious project.
To suit the workshop format the number of places was limited to
30 and the event was sold out.
RIAS practice note BP147, Resource Based Appointments &
Financial Control, provides a useful summary of the content of
the workshop and is published in the winter edition of Practice
Information.
CHARTERED PRACTICE/PRACTICE SERVICES 2015
Practices have now been invited to renew their Practice Services
subscription for 2015.
Upon renewal, and subject
to meeting the eligibility
criteria, a certificate
of Chartered Practice
membership 2015 will be
CH Architecture
issued.
Practices experiencing
cashflow problems can
pay their subscription in
instalments. If you wish
to take advantage of this
option, please speak to a
member of the Practice
Team.
This is to certify that the practice

Dornoch Road, Sutherland IV24 3EB

is an RIAS Chartered Practice

and a member of Practice Services no. 3295
Valid until 31st December 2015

Maryse Richardson
Practice Manager

The Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland
15 Rutland Square, EDINBURGH EH1 2BE
Phone: +44 (0131) 229 7545
Fax: + 44 (0)131 228 2188
email: info@rias.org.uk
Web: www.rias.org.uk
Reg No: RC 000483 Charity No: SC 002753

PRACTICE LIBRARY
As a Chartered Practice you have access to the Practice Library,
which contains a small, but relevant, number of recent books
and publications. So why not come into the Members’ room
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NEW TITLES
• 21 things you won’t learn in Architecture School by Adrian Dobson
RIBA,
• Part 3 Handbook Third Edition by Stephen Brookhouse,
• Architects Fees 2015 Edition by The Fees Bureau,
• PHPP Illustrated : A Designer’s Companion to the Passive House
Planning Package by RIBA Publishing,
• MacRoberts on Scottish Construction Contracts Third Edition
published by Wiley-Blackwell.

BUILDING STANDARDS
SECTION 6 (ENERGY) - INFORMATION FOR OCTOBER 2015
The new edition of Section 6 (energy) of the Technical Handbooks,
together with relevant supporting information is now on the
Building Standards section of the Scottish Government website.
Although these provisions will only apply from next October they
were published a year in advance to support investigation into, and the
development of, solutions to meet the new standards. Early publication
of revised guidance also supports the Action Plan for October 2015
recommended in the 2013 update of the Sullivan Report. To view
the revised standards, supporting guidance and information on
the Action Plan for 2015, visit the Scottish Government website.
Please note that at the time of print not all documentation
had been released. Notably, the National Calculation Methodology
(NCM) Modelling Guide for Non-Domestic Buildings in Scotland
2015 is still to come.
The RIAS will be issuing a practice note early in the New Year
summarising these changes.
CONSULTATION ON BETTER REGULATION - BUILDING
STANDARDS REVIEW - 2015
This consultation forms part of a review to consider proposals
for a range of topics relating to building standards. The proposals
include amendments to the technical guidance that support
building standards within Section 2: Fire, Section 3: Environment,
Section 4: Safety, Section 5: Noise and Section 7: Sustainability of
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the Building Standards Technical Handbooks. All the documents
can be accessed on the Scottish Government website at: http://
www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/10/7898.
The consultation will close on 21st January, 2015. The RIAS
Practice and Planning Committees will be responding to the
consultation. If you wish to contribute to the RIAS response please
contact the Practice Team in advance of the deadline.

CONTRACTS UPDATE
SCOTTISH SUBCONSULTANT FORM
OF APPOINTMENT
Following the launch of
the new RIAS Standard
Form of Appointment
SCA/2014 the Contracts
Committee has started
drafting a form of subconsultancy agreement
which will be compatible.
The SCA/S-C/2015 should
be available as a free
download for Chartered
Practices early in 2015.

SCA 2014

Scottish Conditions
of Appointment
of an Architect
Sub-Consultant
Form of Appointment
compatible with RIBA Plan of Work 2013

The RIAS represents the
rchitects
Royal Institute of British Architects
in Scotland

SBCC EVENTS
Reviving the tradition, the SBCC Annual Lecture was given by
Calum Murray, Director of leading construction company CCG,
on 30th September, 2014. In his lecture, “Constructing a Legacy”,
Calum provided thought-provoking insights into company
rationalisation, surviving the recession and the Commonwealth
Games Legacy.
SBCC ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2014
The SBCC Annual Conference was held in the Jeffrey Room, at
the Mitchell Library in Glasgow on 27th November, 2014. This
year the programme featured a contract update, post-referendum
implications for the construction sector and a procurement
review. The conference proceedings will be reviewed in Practice
Information.

CONSERVATION UPDATE

NEW BODY FOR SCOTLAND’S HERITAGE
The Historic Environment Scotland Bill was passed unanimously
by the Scottish Parliament on 4 November, 2014.
The transcript can be found on the Parliament’s website. The
Scottish Government press release is available at: http://news.
scotland.gov.uk/News/New-body-for-Scotland-s-heritage-11f2.
aspx.
The Bill will now go forward for Royal Assent and it is expected
that secondary legislation will be published for consultation
shortly after.
Historic Environment Scotland, the new body, is expected
to play a key role in delivering Scotland’s first strategy for the
historic environment, ‘Our Place in Time’ and ensure that heritage
is protected and promoted while providing real and increasing
benefits to the population of Scotland. In doing so, it will deliver
the functions of Historic Scotland and the Royal Commission on
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS).
For further information read RIAS Practice Note OS149,
Managing Scotland’s Historic Environment, written by Euan
Leitch, Advocacy and Communications Officer for BEFS (Built
Environment Forum Scotland).
GAELIC THESAURUS OF THE HISTORICAL ENVIRONMENT
LAUNCHED
Gaelic speakers and learners can now access specialised Gaelic
terminology relating to the historical environment via an online
thesaurus, which has been launched as a joint project by Historic
Scotland and the RCAHMS with financial support from Bòrd na
Gàidhlig.
The thesaurus contains more than 4,000 terms and is aimed at
Gaelic speakers, learners and schools, as well as the general public.
It provides terminology relating to areas such as architecture,
archaeology and history as well as place-names for many historical
sites. As a thesaurus, it not only functions as an English-Gaelic,
Gaelic-English dictionary of terminology but also provides the
meaning of each term in both languages.
The thesaurus is available on the Historic Scotland website at:
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/gaelic-thesaurus.
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PLANNING UPDATE
The following update has been compiled by the RIAS Planning
Committee to inform members of the latest developments in planning
legislation and associated reports.
DIRECTORATE FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
APPEALS ANNUAL REVIEW 2013-2014
The Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals (DPEA)
has published its annual review. The DPEA is a division of the
Scottish Government Legal Directorate. It considers and makes
decisions and recommendations on a range of planning and
environmental matters on behalf of Scottish Ministers and in
2013-14 received 598 cases. The DPEA has an important role to play
in the planning system and service by ensuring that development
plans are up to date and reflect the priorities set out in NPF3 and
SPP. In appeals, DPEA will apply the key principles of sustainability
and place-making and, where development plan polices are out of
date, give due weight to the presumption in favour of development
that contributes to sustainable development.
Other key areas of DPEA work include the examination of
strategic and local development plans, public local inquiries held in
connection with applications for consent under the Electricity Act
1989, compulsory purchase and other orders and core path plans
promoted by access authorities under the Land Reform (Scotland)
Act 2003. The full report is available online.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (FEES FOR
APPLICATIONS AND DEEMED APPLICATIONS)
(SCOTLAND) AMENDMENT REGULATIONS
The Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications and
Deemed Applications) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2014
came into force on 1 November, 2014.
The Amendment Regulations implement an increase, across
the board, of approximately 5 per cent, meaning that the fee for
a householder development will rise by £10. It is claimed the
proposed increase will strengthen resources and the capability of
the planning authorities to deliver a high-performance planning
service while maintaining a supportive business environment that
promotes sustainable economic growth.
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PLANNING PERFORMANCE STATISTICS
Planning performance statistics for the first quarter of 2014/15
were published on 1 October, 2014. Excel tables providing data
on decision times for major, local and householder applications,
processing agreements and approval and delegation rates for
Scottish planning authorities can be accessed on the Scottish
Government website.
REGENERATING TOWN CENTRES
The Scottish Government is to fund a group aiming to revive
Scotland’s town centres. Scotland’s Towns Partnership (STP)
has been awarded a £186,000, two-year development grant to
strengthen its role as the ‘go-to’ body for information, advice and
sharing of expertise around town centre development.
STP estimates it now reaches into almost 200 cities, towns and
villages across Scotland and covers settlements with a population
of 3.8 million people.
The initiative follows others intended to transform town
centres, such as the Town Centre First Principle, the Housing Fund
and the extension of the Small Business Bonus Scheme.
LOCAL HOUSING STRATEGY
New Local Housing Strategy guidance for local authorities was
published by the Scottish Government in August 2014. It covers
new topic areas, such as the integration of health and social
care and welfare reform, and builds on existing areas, identified
through the review process, where more support would be helpful.
These include Housing Supply Targets, Fuel Poverty and Climate
Change and Gypsy/Travellers.
PLANNING CONTROLS ON HILL TRACKS
The Minister for Local Government and Planning has announced
that the Scottish Government will be laying before Parliament
amendments to the General Permitted Development Order to
require prior notification to planning authorities when private
ways for agricultural or forestry uses are proposed (often known
as hill tracks or simply tracks). Landowners will be required to
give planning authorities notification of the work they intend to
carry out. The planning authority can then consider whether or
not prior approval is required for the siting, design or materials
used for the track. The requirement for prior notification will apply
across the whole of Scotland.
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EXAMPLE OF ‘RESPONSIVE DESIGN’

The amendments would allow control of tracks in areas where
it is considered that additional protection of amenity, landscape or
environment is required.

IT UPDATE
The following IT update has been prepared by Jon Jardine, RIAS Design
Leader (IT and Graphics).
RESPONSIVE DESIGN
As more and more people move to browsing the web on phones,
tablets and other mobile devices, all with different screen sizes, its
becoming more and more important to ensure that your practice
website is easily accessible and readable on all these devices.
The term ‘responsive design’ is used to describe a website
or app which adapts / scales to different screen sizes gracefully.
Thus on a phone with a small screen, two items might appear
underneath each other, whereas on a larger screen the items would
appear side by side. This can be achieved through the careful use

of CSS (cascading style sheets) and the @media directive. You can
define different styles based on minimum and maximum screen
sizes.
The RIAS will be producing a guide in 2015 to help practices
who maintain their own websites to make them responsive and
the RIAS is in the process of significantly revamping our own
online material, including the website, to make it responsive.
You’ll see the results next year.
ADOBE CREATIVE CLOUD
If you used to use Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator or another
Adobe product but haven’t upgraded in a while, Adobe now offer
Creative Cloud, a monthly subscription service which offers you
access to all Adobe’s software, a cloud storage service and more.
The standard price for businesses is £53.20 per month (ex VAT)
per user, although currently Adobe offers significant discounts for
customers upgrading from an older version of an Adobe product.
Whilst this may seem quite expensive, you do get access to a lot of
software, including InDesign, Acrobat Pro, Premiere, etc.
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BUSINESS INTERRUPTION INSURANCE:
PROTECTING YOUR BOTTOM LINE

The compulsory and financial nature of professional indemnity
insurance often means that architectural practices put this to
the forefront of their time and considerations when it comes to
insurance renewal. The renewal of office combined insurance,
on the other hand, is often not granted such attention; it may
be perceived as much less important cover, one that simply gets
renewed “on the nod”.
However, firms change, office equipment increases or decreases
and gross fee income rises or falls. Without a regular review of a
practice’s insurance covers, there is a danger that it could be overinsured, under-insured or not insured at all for when an incident
occurs.
We would like to highlight the necessity of ensuring that the
correct covers are in place for your practice and the problems
you may face if they are not. For example, business interruption
insurance is one of the main areas of cover we frequently find is
misunderstood and, therefore, incorrectly insured. Understanding
this cover and insuring correctly can be essential to your practice’s
survival.
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BUSINESS INTERRUPTION INSURANCE
The intention of business interruption cover is to put the practice
into the same financial position following an insured loss as it had
been beforehand. Cover is triggered by the occurrence of insured
damage to the practice’s property, for example its buildings and
contents.
The indemnity period is that time following the occurrence of
the loss during which the business is affected and the claim paid.
Many practices underestimate the length of time it would take for
the business to recover from a major loss and, therefore, cover may
run out before the business has fully recovered.
WHY IS IT NECESSARY?
There are many reasons why a practice should consider taking out
business interruption cover:
•

protecting income following the occurrence of an insured
event,

W I N T E R 2 014 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

•
•
•

financial repayments (loan or mortgage) may need to be
maintained,
standing charges (utilities, business rates, etc.) could still need
to be paid,
payroll costs and overtime costs may be required to get the
business up and running again.

TYPES OF COVER
There are two types of cover available to office-based risks such as
architectural practices. These are:
•
•

loss of income/revenue, with increased costs of working,
additional costs of working.

Loss of income is insured for the anticipated full fee income/
revenue of the firm for the forthcoming 12 months, or, if an
extended indemnity period is required, the figure is projected
forward accordingly. For example, if the indemnity period is 18
months, on a fee income of £1 million per annum, the figure to be
insured would be £1.5 million.
In addition to cover for loss of income, some policies offer
protection against increased costs that the practice has to pay
in order to keep the business up and running - but only as it is
economically incurred (spend £1 to avoid losing a £1 income).
Points to consider when setting the sum insured include the
following:
•
•

an insured loss may occur on the last day of the insurance year,
the sum insured should be adequate to take into account
any anticipated growth in the business during the indemnity
period.

Additional costs of working is particularly suited to officebased risks where it is considered unlikely that the business
will lose income following an insured loss (for example, when
the practice could easily relocate and carry on operating from
elsewhere as specialist premises, or equipment, are not required).
When insuring on this basis, it is important to establish an
adequate sum insured that would cover the additional expense
incurred for the duration of the loss. This may include renting
alternative premises, hiring replacement computers and printers,
overtime payments and the costs of subcontractors carrying out

the repair work. Insuring on this basis alone will not provide any
cover for loss of income or any of the policy extensions discussed
above.
SUMMARY
The needs of each practice will be different and dependent on
factors such as, but not limited to, the extent of the business
continuity plan, whether there is sole or multiple office locations,
whether there are facilities for staff working from home and the
ease of hiring alternative premises. Factors such as these should
influence the practice in its decision as to which type of cover is
most suitable.
Many aspects of business interruption insurance replicate
within the framework of business continuity planning. According
to the Federation of Small Businesses, 80 per cent of businesses
affected by a major incident close within 18 months, therefore,
protect your income, plan extensively and ensure your chance of
surviving.
ANY QUESTIONS? CAN WE HELP?
RIAS Insurance Services has developed a new policy offering
with a leading insurer that is designed to deliver competitive
premiums and address issues that are of increasing importance to
professional practices. For a free review of your office combined
policy covers and a quotation from our scheme, please contact the
office team at RIAS Insurance Services on 0131 311 4111.
SHONA VAN DER MERWE
Shona van der Merwe is a client executive in the Affinity Solutions
Practice at Marsh, a global leader in insurance broking and risk
management. RIAS Insurance Services is a trading name of Marsh
Ltd. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority.

RIAS INSURANCE SERVICES
Tel 0131 311 4292 Fax 0131 311 4280
Email susan.riccio@marsh.com
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Glasgow University – Library Study Area

Anniesland College, Glasgow – Dance Studio

Distributing air in rooms with
exposed ceilings

Our Activent Air Distribution System utilises special ducts equipped with a large number of small
nozzles that evenly distribute air along the entire length of the duct. The small jets from the ducts mix
with room air through induction and set large masses of air slowly into motion. Due to the effective
mixing technique, air can be supplied at a temperature cooler than room air without causing draughts.
The Activent System can ensure a heating-cooling effect but without the need for a ceiling to let the
air distribute.
The clean lines of the Activent Air Distribution Nozzles allow precise layout and a straightforward
solution to exposed ceilings.

Environmental Air Conditioning (Scotland) Ltd
Unit 5D Firhill House, 55-65 Firhill Road, Glasgow G20 7BE
	
  

0141 946 8901 email admin@eac-scotland.co.uk website www.eac-scotland.co.uk
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CHAPTERS

DALMARNOCK STATION BY ATKINS, COMMENDED IN THE GIA AWARDS
PHOTO: ANDREW LEE

THE RIAS IS A FEDERATION OF SIX LOCAL CHAPTERS.
CHAPTER ACTIVITY IS CENTRAL TO THE LIFE OF THE
INCORPORATION AND OUR SERVICES TO OUR MEMBERS.
THESE UPDATES ILLUSTRATE THE BREADTH AND
QUALITY OF CHAPTER ACTIVITY.
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You have to wonder if those behind the Carbuncle Awards really
believe Aberdeen to be the most dismal place in Scotland or if the
nomination is merely a publicity stunt to raise the profile of this
annual event. Is this really the perception from those looking in?
For a city that is regularly voted the best place to live and work in
Scotland and figures highly in UK-wide listings, there is clearly a
disconnect between how these judgements are made.
The quality of our urban realm in isolation is not a measure
of a place. Aberdeen benefits from many fine streets, squares and
green spaces. However, many of the buildings and spaces created
during Aberdeen’s recent period of prosperity are not of the same
calibre as those which followed the construction of Union Street
and have come to symbolise the “Granite City”.
When oil first arrived in Aberdeen back in the early 1970s
there was concern that the heart of the city would be destroyed
overnight for short-term gain and much of the development was
pushed to the periphery. The city is still coming to terms with
this pattern of investment 40 years on, the effect of which is best
typified by the decline of Union Street.
The need for a long-term plan is clear and it is encouraging that
the city’s leaders are working together to support the Aberdeen
City Centre Masterplan, led by BDP. There is a real conversation
going on about what people want from the city and how to get
there; a framework for delivery is a key component of the plan.
Aberdeen is far from the most dismal place in Scotland,
boasting an architectural heritage and public realm to be proud
of. But the city must grasp this opportunity to build for the future
and recognise its potential. This nomination is perhaps a warning
that such opportunities must be realised or the day of reckoning
will come.
The ASA Chapter are engaged in the consultation process and
there will be opportunities for all our members to have their say.
The second Public Consultation event took place during the last
week of November with more events planned for 2015. I would
encourage you all to contribute to this important piece of work.
Perceptions are important and, as a Chapter, we need to work
positively to showcase what we do well. The opportunity presented
by the 2016 Festival of Innovation, Architecture and Design must
be grasped and the ASA Chapter is looking to build upon the
contributions received from members earlier this year to bring
this to fruition.
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ABERDEEN CITY MASTERPLAN (BDP)

In regular business, our recent CPD afternoon, held at
Aberdeen Sports Village, was a success. Sandy Beattie, from
Aberdeen City Council, spoke on “Architecture + Design Scotland”
and the emerging “Aberdeen City Centre Masterplan”, Ben Ross
from, Scottish Natural Heritage, on “Bats in Buildings” and Ron
Murray, from Safety Scotland, on the forthcoming “Changes to the
CDM Regulations”. The opportunity to look around the recently
completed Aquatics Centre was also of interest to many.
A call for entries has gone out to members for the ASA Chapter
Awards for 2014 and we will be seeking entries up to 31st December
2014, with the winners announced at our annual ASA Dinner. This
is being held again at the Richard Murphy-designed Park Inn on
27th February 2015.
We are always on the lookout for new members willing to
contribute fresh ideas and I would be particularly interested if
anyone would like to make a regular contribution to the Chapter
website or to be more involved with shaping the Chapter’s agenda.
Please get in touch through the website or directly on bruce.
ballance@mrtarchitects.com.
BRUCE BALLANCE RIAS
PRESIDENT ASA
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The winners were:
Best Public/Commercial Building Project Award – District 10-01,
Aim Design
Best Residential Project Award – Moileen, Tealing, ARKTX;
Commendation – Zinc House, LJR+H Architects
Best Use of Timber Award – Low Energy House, Gary Adam
Best Interior Design Award – St Aidan’s Centre, Archial NORR;
Commendation – District 10-01, Aim Design
Best Regeneration/Conservation Award – St Aidan’s Centre,
Archial NORR; Commendation – St Aidan’s Halls, Peter Inglis
Best Small Project (Under £250K) Award – Zero Energy Building,
MacroMicro Studio; Commendation – Greenstone Terrace, The
Voigt Partnership
Best Commercial/Private Client Award –District 10-01, Scottish
Enterprise
DIA Ambassador Award – Askival, Mallaig, CASA
DIA “On the Drawing Board” Award – The Walled Garden, The
Voigt Partnership
DIA Supreme Award – District 10-01, Aim Design
The “Best Student” Award went to Alistair Hudson for his work
at the new Dundee waterfront, which amalgamated renewable
energy manufacturing with tourism. Well done Alistair.
As well as myself, the speakers for the evening were Iain
Connelly, RIAS President, Neil Baxter, Treasurer and Secretary
of RIAS, and our own Vice-President, Christine Palmer.
Entertainment was provided by Jimmy Stirling. The evening’s

DUNDEE INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

The DIA Annual Awards dinner took place on Thursday, 20th
November, 2014, in the Best Western Invercarse Hotel in
Dundee. As ever, our gratitude goes to our sponsors, without
whom we would not be able to hold the dinner. They are: Andrew
Shepherd Construction (our main sponsor), Blackadder Solicitors,
CUPA Natural Materials, Millard Consulting Engineers, Turner
Townsend, Bentley Shopfitting, Scotframe, Forbo, Denfind Stone
and ORA Ceramics.
The evening attracted more than 160 members, clients, friends
and sponsors with more than 70 entries across the board in nine
different categories. An uplifting feature was that some of these
came from emerging practices. The quality of the submissions was,
as usual, extremely high. Congratulations to all who entered and
those who won.
DIA BEST STUDENT ALISTAIR HUDSON WITH DIA PRESIDENT COLIN DOIG

Master of Ceremonies was Erin Linton, who did a wonderful job at
keeping speakers to their allocated timescales.
We have received numerous complaints from our members
about planning department and building control officers across
our area. The main complaints are inconsistency between officers,
lack of availability to discuss matters, overwhelming bureaucracy
and a general “can’t do, won’t do, don’t have enough time” attitude.
We have raised this with building control forums and look forward
to the results, however, this requires to be brought to the attention
of MSPs as some areas of Scotland have been described to me as
looking like they are “closed for business”.
Our CPD and council stalwart, Rodger Brunton, is taking
a much-deserved retirement from organising CPD events.
Rodger has been on council for over 30 years, an achievement
toasted at our awards ceremony. Our thanks go again to Rodger
for his continuing support on council. The new series of CPD
programmes is to commence shortly, details of which will appear
on our e-bulletins.
The DIA are again promoting Architecture and Architects
through a collaborative initiative with DC Thomson, whereby
a supplement on architecture will be published to showcase the
works of our members throughout our region. Hopefully, some of
our members will gain commissions from this.
COLIN DOIG RIAS
PRESIDENT DIA
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ARUP

EDINBURGH

•

QUEENSFERRY CROSSING

EAA COUNCIL: In the last few months we have welcomed on
board two new members to the EAA Council, Neil McAllister,
from GLM Ltd and Mark Butler, from WD Harley Architects and
Designers. We are always looking for enthusiastic members to
join us, whether this is on the EAA Council or to lend support to
exciting projects such as the 2016 Festival of Architecture.
EDINBURGH URBAN DESIGN PANEL: The EAA continues
to provide three members for the panel’s monthly meetings,
which review major projects at the pre-application stage. Recent
projects reviewed include the long-awaited redevelopment of
the St James Centre complex. Edinburgh St James is a £850m
city centre development and is one of the biggest regeneration
projects currently under way in the UK. On completion, it will
provide Edinburgh with up to one million sq. ft. of prime retail
space, best-in-class hotel accommodation and, approximately, 250
new homes. EAA members Ben Rainger, Beth Fraser and Julie
Wilson have been attending the EUDP and associated follow-up
meetings that have been taking place about this very important
development. Construction is scheduled to start in 2015 with
completion due in 2019.
CPD: The EAA is holding the last of its quarterly CPD events on
26 November 2014. Subjects to be covered are:
• ‘An Industrial Tour of Leith and Granton’, with Dr Mike
Cressey. Dr Cressey is a project manager at CFA Archaeology
and oversees historic building surveys and industrial
archaeology,
• ‘Energy Efficiency and the 2015 Technical Regulations’, with
Richard Atkins FRIAS. Richard is managing director of Home
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Energy and Data Services Limited, which provides the IT
and technical support for RIAS - Energy Design Certification
Scheme,
‘Infrastructure in Edinburgh - Queensferry Crossing’, with
Alistair Chisholm of Arup. This talk will describe the issues
in developing the distinctive new bridge design. Alistair is a
chartered civil engineer and has worked on this project since
its inception, with particular responsibility for the challenging
marine foundation works.

EDINBURGH SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE: The EAA has been invited by
ESALA to contribute to the teaching programme review, which
covers all programmes in ESALA’s undergraduate provision,
including architecture, landscape architecture and architectural
history. Four members of the EAA, Dermot Paterson, Donald
Canavan, Ben Rainger and Charles Girdler are attending the
review, which will also include one member of the Edinburgh
Chartered Architects Network.
AWARDS: As President of the EAA, I will be joining the judging
panel for the Glasgow Institute of Architects and Stirling Society
of Architects Awards. I am looking forward to supporting these
events and viewing an interesting selection of entries.
The 2015 EAA Awards will be open for submissions at the
beginning of December 2014 until the end of January 2015 and
we are hoping to grow on this year’s success. The categories will
be Building of the Year, Regeneration and Conservation, Small
Projects, Ambassador and Wood Award. Full details will be
advertised to members and will be available on the EAA website.
EAA TREE: The EAA is proud to say that the only tree in George
Street, Edinburgh, was planted by the EAA in 1957 to celebrate
the 100th Year of the organisation. Sadly, it has recently been
brought to our attention that the plaque, which was installed
in the early 1990s, was incorrect and stated that the tree was
‘Planted in 1967 to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the New
Town’. After investigation we have confirmed this information
and the plaque will be replaced with the correct details.
IAN STEWART RIAS
PRESIDENT EAA
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The latter months of the year are traditionally the awards season
for the GIA. First up was the GIA Student Awards, which were
held in the familiar surroundings of the House for an Art Lover
in October. The Student Awards are an evening to both recognise
the talents of our next generation of architects and offer some
inspiration to them as they move forward in their careers.
Ironically, the inspiration came this year from two of the award
winners themselves. Dan Tyler and Angus Ritchie presented their
thesis, Process Craft, a final-year project in which they designed,
detailed and constructed a lookout point for the Loch Lomond and
The Trossachs National Park Scenic Routes project.
We are already looking forward to next year’s Student Awards,
which may form part of the 2015 European Architecture Student
Assembly contacts meeting in Glasgow next October. Well done to
all involved in the INCM ALBA 2015 organising team.
The GIA Design Awards and the Annual Members’ Dinner
followed in November. We were pleased to welcome more than
200 guests to this year’s dinner and to have BBC presenter and
adventurer Mark Beaumont and Orkid Studio’s James Mitchell as
our guest speakers. Laura Tomlinson, of the Architects’ Benevolent
Society, also attended the dinner and accepted a cheque for £7871,
the total raised from the event’s raffle and the RIAS to RIBA charity
cycle. Thank you to everyone who donated.
Steven Holl Architects, which recently completed the
Seona Reid Building at the Glasgow School of Art, received the
GIA Supreme Award for 2014. Designed in collaboration with
jmarchitects, the building emerged as the clear winner from a
shortlist of 63 schemes submitted from across the Chapter area.
In total, there were 12 design awards and nine commendations
presented on the evening; a full list of all winners can be viewed
on our website at www.gia.org.uk/awards.
The final GIA winners of 2014 were announced at the end of
November. In the Springburn Winter Garden design competition,
congratulations went to James Hand who was announced as the
eventual winner following a public vote. More than 320 votes were
cast during a touring exhibition of all the entries, which involved
five community spaces around Springburn.
Our CPD team has been continuing its successful programme
of building visits, overcoming the difficulty sometimes associated
with trying to gain access to award-winning buildings. The
committee has so far arranged very informative, architect-led
visits to Notre Dame Primary School and Early Years Centre, GSA

ROSS CAMPBELL

GLASGOW

GIA AWARDS DINNER

Seona Reid Building and the New Southern General Hospital
Campus. Thank you to all those who attended and we look forward
to seeing you again on future visits.
As 2014 draws to a close, preparations are underway for some
of our 2015 events. I am particularly looking forward to working
with A+DS and The Lighthouse on an exhibition of Glen Murcutt’s
work and to curating the Architecture Room for the Royal Glasgow
Institute at the McLennan Galleries. Both exhibitions will run
from June until September.
As this is my last entry before the New Year I would like to
wish you all an enjoyable festive break on behalf of the GIA.
MICHAEL DOUGALL RIAS
PRESIDENT GIA
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Our biennial convention in Sabhal Mòr Ostaig seemed to go down
well. My thanks to all at Dualchas Architects for bringing the
speakers and the band - Sketch - to the event and, in particular,
to Mary, Rory and Jonathan. We had more than 100 delegates for
the daytime talks and 90 for the dinner in the evening. The ceilidh
that then took place in the old hall was open to all and formed the
perfect ending to a great day.
Two disappointments came through the absence of our
President, Iain Connelly, and Steve Tompkin, of the 2014 StirlingPrize-winning Haworth Tompkins Architects, with both being
unable to join us through illness. Steve was to have been our
Highland “coup”. I wish him, and Iain, swift recoveries.
Each of the speakers managed to enthrall. Hugh Strange
described a precise architecture made from insinuations to
discovered fabric and Jonathan Hendry led us through foragings
in land and townscapes to inform historically-rooted, yet forwardlooking, design. Helen Lucas, too, presented a deceptively-simple
set of resolutions brought to the Highland landscape, using
deft siting, spatial sensibility and an absolute understanding of
materials.
Sean Edwards and Ruairidh Campbel Moir - contributors
to the Scottish Scenic Routes project - were able, separately, to
demonstrate a flair for presentation and a comprehension of
place, poise and, with the striations that come with budgets
and bureaucracies, patience. Graham Hogg, of Lateral North,
turned the UK graphically, and disconcertingly, upside-down
whilst promoting Scotland into the future, and up the global
mercantile hierarchy, with visions for trading opportunities based
on capturing and extending ancient seafaring routes. Maja Egge
Sipus, of MAD Architects, was able to show how bold planning
strategies are bringing civic cohesion back to the city of Oslo,
moving it away from being something of a large motorway service
station.
The event was brought to a close by Malcolm Fraser, with a
challenge to the acceptance of the Victorian gridded plan system,
delivered through a narrative line stemming from the first visible
settlements of St Kilda through to insertions brought by his
practice to rural Scotland, Stromness and the heart of Edinburgh.
The day was summed up by Neil Baxter, who went on to
make the announcements and manage the presentations of
the Association’s biennial awards. The categories, winners
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and commendations can be viewed on our web site: www.
highlandarchitects.org/2014-awards.htm
After a fine meal provided by Mira, Geoff and their team at
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig (and thanks too to the college students who
provided music during breaks and to Dede and Joel for the
midnight purvey) we had two further speakers. First, broadcaster
Lesley Riddoch made an appeal for the return of “shed culture”;
that simple form of retreat most popular across Scandinavia but
which has been gradually removed from our own heritage. That
was followed by a fascinating, illustrated talk from author Mairi
Hedderwick, centred on her six-month trek - and consequent
book An Eye on the Hebrides - following in the footsteps of John
T Reid. During her journey she found viewpoints from which he
had painted for his own publication Art Rambles in the Highlands
and Islands (1878) and reinterpreted them. Both Lesley and Mairi
managed to touch on many of the themes encountered in the
daytime talks, bringing a sort of serendipitous cycle to a close.

PETER MCILHENNY FRIAS
PRESIDENT IAA
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I was surprised, during a conversation with a fellow architect of a
similar vintage to myself, to hear him ask rhetorically: “What has
the RIAS ever done for me?” I immediately thought of that ‘Life of
Brian’ quote questioning the achievements of the Romans and the
resulting list which followed.
I got the distinct feeling that this guy had the impression the
Incorporation was a bunch of fat cats smoking cigars, quaffing
port and feathering their own nests from the remote luxury of
Rutland Square. Having spent, easily, ten hours organising our
Autumn CPD and another six ferrying judges around the entries
for Chapter awards, all in the last fortnight, I am only too aware of
how wrong he was.
All those involved in RIAS activities are already busy in their
own working lives; juggling attendance at meetings, committees
and events can sometimes be impossible. If you were to put a value
on the time and expertise contributed freely by members to RIAS
activities it would easily run to hundreds of thousands of pounds
annually. The profession’s interests and opinions are promoted to
government and local authorities and, with the devolution of more
powers to Scotland, that role will become far more important and
influential. To borrow from JFK: “Ask not what the RIAS can do
for you, ask what you can do for the RIAS.” Get involved.
So, rant over, I turn to our recent Autumn CPD event, a very
well-attended and successful afternoon. Firstly, Fraser Walsh,
of Building Standards, in Livingston, attempted to explain the
current, and future, Sustainability and Energy requirements - the
road to zero carbon emission buildings. Better get new batteries
for your calculators, this stuff is becoming even more complicated.
Those who regularly cross the Firth of Forth at Queensferry
will have seen the supporting towers rise out of the water, the
bridge deck slowly edge from the south shore and the access roads
take shape. All this was explained in fascinating detail by Ewen
Macdonell, of the Forth Crossing Bridge Constructors’ community
liaison team. The sheer scale and precision of the engineering is
awe-inspiring. Ewen was able to advise that the build was on time
and, at this stage, well below budget. A Chapter visit to the site as
the project comes together is already planned. Contact enquiries@
forthreplacementcrossing.info if you want to experience Ewen’s
presentation.
John Paterson, MD of Morphotechnics, a Falkirk-based
3D scanning and printing company, discussed the types and
increasingly diverse uses for this fast-emerging technology.

ADRIAN WELCH

STIRLING

BANNOCKBURN VISITOR CENTRE, REIACH AND HALL

Impressive examples of completed projects were exhibited and our
Treasurer, Caroline, was duly 3D scanned: in a few days a scale, 3D
model, in full colour, will be produced just in time for Mr Wright’s
Christmas stocking.
The day was rounded off by David Anderson, of Reiach and
Hall, taking us through the history and process of the recentlycompleted Bannockburn Heritage Centre and monument. The
visitor experience, and how the three elements of landscape,
monument and building interact, was expertly presented. The
conservation work on the rotunda, statue, plinth and flagpole
was extensive; the original Sir Robert Matthew structures had not
survived the rigours of 50 years of Scottish weather particularly
well.
Needless to say, visitor numbers to the Bannockburn facility
have rocketed and if you are looking for a day out for all the family,
you would struggle to find something better. More information at
www.battleofbannockburn.com.
Judging of the SSA awards is complete and the entrants and
winners will feature in the Spring Quarterly. Award categories
cover Best Building, Best Use of Wood (sponsored by the Forestry
Commission) and Best Use of Slate, supported again by CUPA
Slates.
TOMMY THOMSON RIAS
PRESIDENT SSA
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MARGARET DOOLAN HON FRIAS, ANTHONY MCDONNELL, FIONA HYSLOP MSP, GUY MORGAN, IAIN CONNELLY PRIAS AND CHRIS STEWART

OCTOBER 2014
08
09
14
21
23
28
30

Carnegie Trust Judging Visit to Sustrans / Kirkaldy
RSA Metzstein Architecture Discourse 2014: Álvaro Siza /
Edinburgh
Carnegie Trust Final Judging / Edinburgh
Meeting with the Secretary, David Cook of Wasps and
Angus Farquhar of NVA / Glasgow
High School Dundee Competition Interviews / Dundee
Lunch Meeting with RIAS Insurance Services / Edinburgh
2016 Governance Group Meeting / Edinburgh

NOVEMBER 2014
November
01
Chinese Delegation of Conservation Specialists to RIAS
HQ / Edinburgh
04
RIAS Government Committee / Edinburgh
05
RIAS Andrew Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award
Presentation, National Museum of Scotland / Edinburgh
19
RIAS President’s Policy Committee / Edinburgh
20
Visit to University of Dundee with the Secretary to Present
to Students and Interview RIAS Scottish Design Tutor
Nominee / Dundee
20
DIA Dinner, Invercarse Hotel / Dundee
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24

24

28

Visit to Strathclyde University with the Secretary and
Education Committee Convenor to Present to Students
and Interview RIAS Scottish Design Tutor Nominee /
Glasgow
Visit to Mackintosh School of Architecture with the
Secretary and Education Committee Convenor to Present
to Students and Interview RIAS Scottish Design Tutor
Nominee / Glasgow
Attended, with the Secretary, Heat in the Delta seminar /
Amsterdam

DECEMBER 2014
December
02
5 Presidents Meeting / Dublin
03
RIAS Council / Edinburgh
04
Kelpies Book Launch / Glasgow
09
RICS Housing Commission / Motherwell
10
Visit to Robert Gordon University with the Secretary and
Education Committee Convenor to Present to Students
and Interview RIAS Scottish Design Tutor Nominee /
Aberdeen
15
Meeting with John McNairney, Chief Planner, Scottish
Government / Edinburgh
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Council noted the Management Accounts up to the end of
September 2014, a revised positive out-turn of £5,554 to 31st
December 2014 and adopted the Accounts.
The Membership Report was noted by Council with 9 deaths, 6
Resignations, 9 Transfers to Retired, 15 Reinstatements, 1 Transfer
to Academic Membership, 213 elections to Student Membership,
36 elections to Membership, 1 Nomination to Fellowship and 2
Nominations to Honorary Fellowship. The positive trend of new
memberships significantly outnumbering departures was noted.
Charlene Rankin was formally commended for continuing to do
an excellent job.
Council approved the formation of a small, member-led, group
to determine the costs, staffing and legal implications of possible
future delegation of regulation to Scotland and its possible
administration by the Incorporation.
Council approved the adoption of a declaration for all future
room hires/uses, whether by members or outsiders, to ensure
political neutrality.
As Jack Hugh FRIAS has now retired, volunteers/nominations
were sought from Council to continue Jack’s former role as Head
of Certification (note – Michael Jarvis FRIAS subsequently
volunteered and the President has agreed his appointment –
with gratitude). Council also approved the appointment of Mark
Hopton FRIAS as RIAS’ house architect.
Council endorsed the view of RIAS’ Contracts Committee that
the proposed new academic representation on the Board of SBCC
is not logical as it could create an imbalance of professions.
Council agreed to the re-naming of the RIAS Drawing Award to
the RIAS Andy MacMillan Drawing Award. A+DS was also asked
to seek approval for the naming of the lecture within the A+DS/
RIAS Scottish Student Awards as the MacMillan Lecture.
Council noted and approved the ongoing RIAS commitment
to the Tenement Handbook website (Under One Roof). The
Incorporation’s contribution is as the facilitator and publisher of
the new website.
Council noted the RIAS Convention update. Venues have been
confirmed for both 2015 (Malmaison, Dundee, 15-16 May) and
2016 (Mansfield Traquair, Edinburgh 13-14 May).
Council considered whether RIAS Fellowship criteria should
be altered to indicate penalties to be applied if Members are
suspended or receive heavy fines from the ARB. It was agreed that
there should be no additional penalty from the RIAS. Council did
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agree, however, that the ARB should be asked to review their overly
demanding procedures apropos English Language Examinations
for prospective architects.
Council noted the new proposals for the James Miller Award
(student hardship). In future, the Mabel Harper Charitable Trust
intends to donate to the RIAS a single payment of £5,000 each
year for the Incorporation to support the fees of students suffering
hardship.
Council noted the statement which had been issued to all
Members regarding the Incorporation’s concerns about the
RIBA’s new suite of contracts. They are untested in court and not
appropriate for use in Scotland. Further communication with
RIBA and JCT was agreed.
Council discussed concerns raised by two senior members
about exclusivity agreements in tendering processes. This is when
a submitting practice requires that a co-professional should only
partner with them in the tender. It was felt that this was the
nature of the business and not an area where the Incorporation
should attempt to sanction.
CAROL-ANN HILDERSLEY
SENIOR MANAGER: SECRETARY & TREASURER’S OFFICE
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CHARTERED ARCHITECT
ABERDEEN

DUNDEE

EDINBURGH

GLASGOW

INVERNESS

STIRLING

OUTWITH

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
THE FOLLOWING
DEATHS WERE
REPORTED WITH
REGRET:
James P Baird rias
William F Donaldson rias
Allen Short Matheson cbe pprias
William Alexander McKimmie
frias
William Nail rias
Kenneth Charles Ralston rias
riba
James Robin S Turner rias
Ronald William Watt frias
William Ferrie Wood rias

RESIGNATIONS
REPORTED:
Judy Buchanan Carter
William Donald Coutts
Jamie Gregory
Derek McDonald
Mark McSwiggan
Richard Alan Winocour

TRANSFERS TO
RETIRED MEMBERSHIP
APPROVED:
Michael James Allan rias riba
Graham Paterson Angus rias
riba
William Muir Armstrong rias
riba
Alastair George Carradine rias
riba
David Ballantyne Gillespie
rias riba
Martin Harkness rias riba
Andrew C Kent rias riba
Kenneth Andrew Kirkcaldy
rias riba
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Raymond Nicholas Webb Paige
rias riba

REINSTATEMENTS TO
FULL MEMBERSHIP:
Christoph Leonhard Ackerman
rias
Hugh Ferguson Blain rias
riba
Gerard Peter Bradley rias
Noel G Brolly rias riba
James Campbell rias
David George Findlay rias
riba
Robert Gemmell rias riba
Graeme McVitie rias riba
Liam Joseph Muldoon rias
riba
Iga Magdalena Panczyna rias
Christopher Rae rias riba
Michael James Rasmussen
FRIAS
Peter John Riddoch rias
Ian Charles Strakis rias riba
Oliver John Wilson rias riba
Joseph William Wilson rias
riba

ELECTIONS
TO AFFILIATE
MEMBERSHIP:
Mary Spaeth

ELECTIONS TO STUDENT
MEMBERSHIP:
Rabiul Abdal
Alexandra Adams
Laura Adochitei
Ryan Agate
Sarah Ali

Areej Al-Musalhi
Joao Alves
Anton Andreev
Sofia Antonopoulou
Vasilis Appios
Rasita Artemjeva
Mahlow James Asante
Megan Barrett
James Abraham Basey
Alistair Battles
Fraser Birtwistle
Aaron Blackwood
Radostina Borisova
Ruairi Boyle
Ross Boyter
Jordan Burne
David Burns
Alexander Burns
Emma Callow
Allan William Cameron
Euan Campbell
Eilish Camplisson
Martin Carlin
Daniela Ceckova
Michele Chan
Jackie Chau
Bingqin Chen
Ryan Conlan
Benedict Cook
Liam Cox
Sophie Grace Curran
Graeme Deacon
Guillermo Del Pozo
Dario Diaz
Cameron Duncan-Cox
Joanna Dyrda
James Peter Emery
Kristina Maria Erberg
Belesa Espadafor
Julie Evans
Michael Evans
Linshan Fan
Kun Fang
James Faulds
Dominik Fraczek

Maelys Garreau
Rosheen Gartshore
Lewis Gibson
Scott Gibson
Grace Gordon
Oliver Graham
Scott Grant
Alice Grant
Kristin Gravdal
Nikolaos Gravos
Anna Grenestedt
Pia Haddon
Teodor Hadrica
Mohamed Ben Hamou
Alice Hargest
Kaleena Hargreaves
Emma Hart
Aqsa Hasware
Karen Heaney
Samuel Ho
Andria Ioannidj
Ralica Ivanova
Zalia Ivanova
Stephen Japp
Magnus Kermack
Mohammad Khalaf
Louisa Kirk
Natalia Kowalska
Belina Koxhaj
Stathopoulou Kyriaki-Ioanna
Gerard Lam
Pok-Man Lam
Cheyenne Laviniere
Mohammed Lawal
Alex Lefterow
Miisa Lehtinen
Michael Leonard
Scott Livingstone
Robbie Lowe
Christopher MacInnes
Jamie Mack
Alexander Mackison
Eilidh MacMillan
Peter MacPhail
Ian MacPherson
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Niall MacPherson
Stephen Manners
Grant Martin
Harry Matthews
Pre De Saint Maur
Taylor McArthur
Scott McAulay
Caragh McCallum
Amina McCarthy
Ryan McCarthy
Deni McElroy
Amy McEwan
Kieran McGuinness
Erin McGuire
Eve McIvor
Sarah McKenzie
Georgette McKinlay
Laura McLaughlan
Callum McLean
Alice Mears
Louise Mencnarowski
Huang Si Meng
Morgan Merrett
Sofia Michailidou
Robbie Miller
Gary Morgan
Roslyn Mullen
Petri Muntanen
Chloe Murphy
Gabija Narauskaite
Sarah Naseer
Hannah Nathan
Simon Tsung Man Ng
David Nikolov
Aoife Nolan
Steven Oates
Callum O’Connor
Otto Ojanne
Elizabeth Olulode
Joseph W Orchard
Bernard Ouattara
Paul Owens
Jacqueline Owusu
Mahssa Pahlavan
Irene Palmiotto

Elena Pampana
Olya Tsvetanova Panchovska
Ivi-Anna Papas-Lamou
Rachel Paton
Meghan Pearce
Francesca Petta
Aphra Pilkington
Michael Polatajko
Stelios Polyviou
Laura-Alexandra Popa
Emma Poulton
Archibald Prince
Nikolaos Psarovdakis
Levente Pusztai
Bowen Qiu
Ryan Reid
Liam Rendall
Calum Michael Rennie
Kariz Reyes
Alissar Riachi
Harriet Ridout
Ronan Ritchie
Lloyd Robertson
Sophia Robson
Amy Schofield
Aidan Scott
Mama Akyere Sekyi-Djan
Priscilla-Mario Seminario
Jonathan Seng
Natalia Senior
Charlotte Seorenson
Sarah Shannon
Povilas Sindriunas
Ralitsa Slavcheva
Kirsten Smith
Gigi Wan Chi So
Tom Stark
Chrissie Taggart
Diana Tanase
Agnes Taye
Polynapat Teerawatin
Theodora Telaki
Carolann Threwal
Daniel Tihanyi
Marion Tinney

Adrian Tomaszewski
Stylianos Triantafyllou
Joshua Tutty
Viktoriya Nikolaeva Vaskova
Lauris Virtigs
Jodie Walker
Samuel Walker
Yuan Jun Wang
Angi Wang
Jonathan Watson
Mairi Watson
Kirsty Watt
Martina White
Euan Willis
Anna Wilson
Ryan Wilson
Jack Wright
Gary Wright
Annase Un Kei Wu
Duncan Wyllie
li Xin
Felix Yates
Yee Kian Yek
Karina Zenovic
Wayne Zhang
Song Ziwei

ELECTIONS TO
MEMBERSHIP:
Thomas Mooring Aldridge
rias riba
Cameron James Allan rias
riba
Ciaran Andrews rias riba
Anniz Fazli Inbrahim Bajunid
rias
Neil Cameron rias riba
James Dixon rias riba
John Cameron Jackson Doak
rias riba
Michael Ross Duncan rias
riba

Justine Fernandes-Binns rias
riba
Christopher David Finlay rias
Elaine Paterson Gordon rias
Ian Hall rias
Michael Harrison rias riba
Daniel Hunter rias riba
Dhamotharan Jambulingam
rias riba
Oliver Khoo rias riba
William John Richmond
Layzell rias riba
Sarah Alison Sandison Lewis
rias riba
Suet Ying Sylvia Li rias riba
Andrew Llowarch rias riba
Adrian James McCarroll rias
riba
Mark McKeeman rias
Kevin James O’Brien rias
Terence Owen O’Rourke rias
riba
Sarah Russell rias
Gavin John William Salt rias
riba
Yawar Shahzad rias riba
Dugald Alexander Skene rias
Jef Smith rias riba
Iain Stuart Strudley rias riba
Duncan Christopher Sunter
rias riba
Kees Van Der Sande rias riba
Jeremy Wight rias riba
Martin Connor Wilson rias
riba
Emma Wood rias
Qian Zou rias riba

ELECTIONS TO
FELLOWSHIP:
John Brewster frias rias
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ROBERT ADAM HON FRIAS

and 2003, and Trustee of the RIBA Trust from 2003 to 2006. He
delivered an inspired presentation to the RIAS Seminar ‘The Shock
of the Old’ in November 2013.
ROBERT IS AWARDED THE INCORPORATION’S
HONORARY FELLOWSHIP FOR HIS OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTION TO MAINTAINING THE CLASSICAL
TRADITION IN ARCHITECTURE.

ANGELA MACMILLAN HON FRIAS

Robert Adam’s contribution to the classical tradition, as a
scholar and as a designer of traditional and progressive classical
architecture, is internationally acknowledged. He trained at the
University of Westminster. In 1973 he won a Rome Scholarship.
He has practised in Winchester since 1977 (co-founded Winchester
Design in 1986, which became Robert Adam Architects in 2000
and ADAM Architecture in 2010). He works on major private
houses, historic buildings, public and commercial buildings.
He founded the Popular Housing Group in 1995 and
International Network for Traditional Building, Architecture &
Urbanism (INTBAU) from 2000, has written numerous historical,
critical and theoretical papers and published on classical design
and a children’s book on architecture. He lectures widely in the UK
and abroad and has undertaken lecture tours of the USA, Russia
and Iran.
Robert is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, an Elected
Brother of the Art Workers’ Guild, a Trustee of the Maria Nobrega
Foundation, a Senior Fellow of the Prince’s Foundation for the
Built Environment and Chair of the College of Chapters at INTBAU
(UK). Robert was Honorary Secretary of the RIBA between 2001
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Born in Glasgow, Angela was evacuated to her mother’s native
Dublin during the war. She and her mother returned to Glasgow
when Angela was seven. After leaving school at 15, Angela worked
a season at Gleneagles before moving, briefly, to London. However
her mother insisted that she should return, once more, to Dublin
to live under the watchful eye of her aunt. There she attended
secretarial college and started to work. Aged 18, Angela returned
to Glasgow.
A year later Angela met Andy MacMillan at Maryhill baths
where they were both competitive swimmers. They married in
1955 and soon had three daughters, Angela, Siobhan and Fiona.
Some years later their son, Fred, joined their happy and chaotic
brood.
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The MacMillan’s large Victorian villa, in Maryhill, always
rang with laughter. Visitors, frequently students from the ‘Mac’
or international celebrity architects, were sure of the warmest
welcome and plied with Scotch. Food was invariably proffered with
unfailing generosity. The MacMillan household became a focus for
lively architectural discussion.
Angela qualified as a teacher in the early 1970’s. Her first
school was Faifley Primary, next to the Gillespie Kidd and Coiadesigned St Andrews College in Bearsden. She then took up the
post of Deputy Head in charge of infants at Cadder Primary in
North West Glasgow in 1976. After seven years there she became
Deputy Head at Balornock primary in the north of the city, where
she remained for only a year before becoming Head at Oakgrove
Primary in 1984, where she remained until retiring in 1999.
Among Angela’s many notable achievements as a teacher,
she is credited with important improvements in the early
screening and development of learning programmes for specific
learning difficulties. She served on the committee of Dyslexia
Scotwest to develop teaching protocols which have influenced the
understanding of and approach to Dyslexia throughout Scotland
and much further afield. She also developed a ‘Partners in Learning’
programme with parents. She is widely recognised as an innovator
in education and has recently been invited to represent Scotland
at a major international conference on primary education and
buildings for education in Barcelona.
ANGELA MACMILLAN IS AWARDED THE
INCORPORATION’S HONORARY FELLOWSHIP FOR HER
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURE AND EDUCATION.

DANY METZSTEIN HON FRIAS
Born Danielle Kahn in Montpellier, Dany was raised a Jew in Vichy
France. Her mother had left Vienna prior to the Anchluss in which
Germany annexed Austria. Her father, who died when she was
young, was from Alsace. She spoke German as her first language,
French second, then English later.
After the end of the war Dany lived in Paris before coming to
Scotland in the early 1950s - her stepfather worked in the steel
industry and relocated to Motherwell. She went on to study for
an Arts degree at Glasgow University. Her first meeting with Isi
Metzstein, at a party in Glasgow in the early 1960s, was a set-

up. The host knew their remarkably similar backgrounds. She
subsequently frequented Cafe Continental on Sauchiehall Street
for weeks on end, knowing that it was Isi’s coffee shop of choice.
Eventually she bumped into Isi ‘by chance’. Isi later remarked that
when he met her “he knew his number was up”! They married in
1967.
Speaking fluent German and French, Dany went to work
for Lufthansa, so the couple travelled extensively on cheap staff
tickets. Their children, Mark, Saul and Ruth arrived as the swinging
sixties evolved into the glamour of the 1970s. The Metzstein home,
in Glasgow’s Dowanhill, was, for many years, the focus of much
generous hospitality and particularly renowned New Year parties.
Ever conscious of fashion and wishing to shake up her
adoptive Glasgow, Dany opened her children’s clothes shop,
Strawberry Fields, in the late 1970s. She used her knowledge of
European languages and continental tastes to bring new fashion
to Glasgow. The shop quickly established a reputation for quality
and innovation and became a city institution, greatly increasing
the attractiveness of generations of Glasgow infants.
DANY METZSTEIN IS AWARDED THE INCORPORATION’S
HONORARY FELLOWSHIP FOR HER OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTION TO CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE.
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GARY BENNET, M&E FOR TIGH GRIAN LTD

COLIN MACHIN RIAS
11 MAY 1964 TO JUNE 2014

A generous man, large in stature
and ambition, Colin’s sudden death
left the architectural community in
Clackmannanshire with a sense of
disbelief and shock. A well kent presence
throughout the wee county, Colin was
that rare combination of architect and
entrepreneur who seemed to be able get
things done through his determination,
perseverance and hard work.
Colin studied at the University of
Dundee, qualifying in 1988. After a
short spell with Clackmannan District
Council he ventured out on his own at
the tender age of 26, setting up Machin
Associates. For the next 20 years the
practice grew and produced numerous
well-designed housing developments. A
particular interest in urban renewal and
regeneration saw many schemes rise from
formerly derelict industrial sites. The
local authority, housing associations and
private developers were all clients.
Colin’s recognition that simply
providing an architectural service was not
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enough saw him involved in every stage
of development, acquisition, funding,
building and management of property.
With his many other business interests,
Colin gained great respect within the local
business community. His involvements
were diverse. There must be few successful
architects who choose to run a sideline in
fish and chip restaurants.
In recent years the practice developed
a reputation for excellence in low energy
construction. This culminated in winning
the Zero Waste Scotland commission to
build on the former Ravenscraig site. At
the time of Colin’s death his practice was
working on a number of Eco-Homes. It is
hoped that some of these will be completed
as a lasting tribute.
Not the sort of man to brag of his
many achievements Colin managed to
pack a huge amount into his, too short,
life. His built legacy is there for all to
see throughout Central Scotland. He is
survived by his wife Maria and daughters
Erin and Sinead who have coped bravely
and admirably through the trials of the last
few months. The architectural community
is much the lesser for his loss.
Obituary by Tommy Thomson RIAS
DAVID MACKAY HON FRIAS
25 DECEMBER 1933 TO 12 NOVEMBER
2014
David Mackay was one of the most
influential British architects of the post
war period. He was also one of the most
charismatic and influential figures in
Catalan public life.
David’s activities stretched from
internationally-significant
masterplanning and architectural practice to teaching,

writing, chairing architectural competitions
and award juries and contributions to
major international conferences across
the globe. He was a brilliant, intuitive
designer, a gentle but determined leader of
multi-disciplinary teams on major projects,
an advisor to senior politicians and
governments and a highly regarded leader
among his professional peers.
He was also a man of great learning,
a voracious bookman, a writer of
achievement, a passionate ambassador
for his adopted Barcelona and Catalonia,
both at home and on the international
stage, an adoring husband and a devoted
family man. His was a life of extraordinary
achievement.
Born of an Irish father and an
English mother in Eastbourne, Sussex
on Christmas Day 1933 and trained in
England, David Mackay has lived and
worked in Barcelona for nearly 60 years.
The practice, founded by Oriol Bohigas
and Josep Martorell, in which he became a
partner in 1962, evolved as one of the preeminent architectural practices in Europe.
Their work has helped to shape many
cities and fundamentally influenced the
evolution of European architecture and
city planning.
In 1957 David married his beloved
Roser Jarque who he had met when they
were both tenants in the same street in
Highgate, London. With characteristic
understatement, he later would describe
his relationship with Roser as the
greatest bond of his life. It was a bond
which in time resulted in six children,
twelve grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.
Martorell, Bohigas and Mackay’s work
is characterised by its simplicity of form

KERR ROBERTSON FRIAS
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DAVID MACKAY HON FRIAS AND WIFE, ROSER IN ATHENS 2014

and human scale. The buildings and urban
spaces they designed are welcoming to
their inhabitants and add to the quality
and vibrancy of the very many towns
and cities where they have worked. David
Mackay’s urban design of Barcelona’s
Olympic Village in 1992 and the more
recent Design Museum in Barcelona are
inspired additions to his adoptive city,
enjoyed by literally millions of visitors
each year.
His masterplan for Plymouth
transformed derelict docklands into an
area full of new homes, bars, restaurants
and shops, helping to regenerate the
city and deliver both improved fortunes
and, more important for David, a greatly

improved quality of life. His ambitious plan
for London’s Lea Valley was superseded by
the Olympic Park. Although he had spent
a decade working on it, with minimal
remuneration, David was characteristically
sanguine.
David was a judge on the famous
1991 competition for the Temple Bar area
of central Dublin. The inspired choice
of a consortium of young architectural
practices transformed the fortunes of
Temple Bar and brought new vibrancy
to the city. Also in the early 1990s David
served on the jury, chaired by Lord Foster,
to create a new viewing tower in Glasgow.
The Science Centre Tower is now a much
visited attraction. He was, however,

profoundly disappointed that the winning
scheme by John McAslan and Partners in
the competition which he was invited to
Chair, for Glasgow’s George Square, did
not proceed, rejected on the whim of the
Council Leader.
In addition to his extensive
architectural practice, David bravely
became the first President of Amnesty
International in Spain while Franco was
still in power. He had previously smuggled
out images and reports of Franco’s brutal
repression of the Catalan people to The
Times. Fortunately he was never caught.
He wrote and lectured widely and was a
guest professor at Washington University,
Saint Louis and Wisconsin University,
Milwaukee. He was a senior advisor to
the British Deputy Prime Minister, John
Prescott, in the late 1990s. In 2004, he was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate by the
University of Plymouth.
He was also, among a plethora of other
honours and awards, an Honorary Member
of the Bund Deutscher Architekten,
Honorary Fellow of the Royal Institute of
the Architects of Ireland and a loyal and
supportive friend and Honorary Fellow of
the Royal Incorporation of Architects in
Scotland.
Although David was Anglo-Irish, his
Scottish-sounding name, his affection for
Scotland and the many links he forged
here have resulted in the often repeated
error that David was Scottish. He never
refuted this and indeed took some pleasure
in this additional national identity which
augmented his English, Irish and Catalan
roots.
David’s recent step down from MBM
may have signalled a reduction in his
workload and given him more time with
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his beloved Roser but it also marked the
start of new adventures in architecture
as the Honorary President of the AxA
Architects for Architecture European
Forum – a cause close to his heart.
David had the poetic spirit of the true
architect. His books, A Life in Cities and On
Life and Architecture, testify to the richness
of his life in architecture and the profound
insights he achieved. His built projects,
many masterplans, publications and
architectural teaching are a legacy which
will continue to benefit mankind now and
in future generations.
Obituary by Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
ALLEN (MICK) MATHESON CBE
PPRIAS
28 FEBRUARY 1926 TO 18
SEPTEMBER 2014
The architect and town planner Allen
(Mick) Matheson, who died recently after
a long illness, designed some of Scotland’s
finest post-war hospitals. He also
witnessed one of the defining moments
in the turbulent history of 1960s America.
Born in Alexandria, Egypt, Mick was
the youngest of nine children. His Scots
father John worked for the mighty Cable
and Wireless Company. His mother Nina
(née Short) was South African. He would
later recall an idyllic childhood, beside
the beach, a home ‘full of servants’ and
learning to swim in the Mediterranean.
At the age of nine Mick was sent back
to his father’s native Edinburgh. At George
Watson’s College he became captain of
hockey, played rugby in the first 15 and
excelled in cricket, which became a lifelong
passion. He was ultimately to join the
M.C.C.
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Mick’s school leaving qualifications
earned him a place at Cambridge, to
study economics, politics and modern
history. His heart wasn’t really in it and
he spent time enjoying the distractions
of Cambridge town. It was wartime so
Mick signed up for the RAF and was sent
to Canada for navigation training. Not
long after Mick’s posting the war ended.
Having only earned his ‘half wings’, he
returned to the UK. However, Mick had
determined that an academic course was
not for him. His love of design set him off
in another direction. In 1948 he enrolled
in the architecture course at Edinburgh
College of Art.

The course was initially firmly
grounded in classical teaching traditions.
The arrival in 1949 of a somewhat anarchic
new professor, Gordon Brown, heralded an
inspiring new teaching programme. Gifted
young architect tutors, including Alec
Esme Gordon, Alan Reiach and Duncan
Black introduced their students to the
potential for innovation of International
Modernism. Mick and a group of fellow
students visited the, half-built, Festival
Hall and the rest of the preparations for
the 1951 Festival of Britain. Later, he and
fellow student Eric Davidson visited France
and Spain on a travelling scholarship.
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After completing his architecture
course, Mick followed up with a degree
in town planning. In 1957, during a four
year period working as a senior planning
assistant at Nottingham County Council,
he married his college sweetheart
Catherine (Cath) Lumsden, an artist and
art teacher. They would, in time, have two
sons, Graeme, who followed his father
into architecture and Euan, who works in
London in finance.
Mick had spent a short period,
immediately after completing his
architecture studies, working alongside his
classmate, Ivor Dorward, for the SouthEast of Scotland Health Board. In 1959
he again joined Dorward, this time in the
Glasgow based practice founded by J L
(Joe) Gleave. Dorward became a partner in
the practice in 1960 and Mick in 1963.
Despite Joe Gleave’s death in 1965
the practice was successful and prolific.
Mick completed work on Prestwick
Airport, largely Gleave’s design. His own
projects included Raigmore Hospital in
Inverness, the Queen Mother’s Maternity
Hospital in Glasgow and a major housing
development, including four tower blocks,
at Pollokshaws CDA, also in Glasgow.
In late May 1968 Mick joined a UK
Government mission to look at US airport
and hospital buildings. On a visit to O’Hare
Airport in Chicago he was invited to join
the welcoming party for Vice President
Hubert Humphrey who was visiting
Chicago during the Democratic primary
elections in which he was a candidate.
The next stop on Mick’s tour was Los
Angeles. On the day of his arrival the
media was buzzing with the news that
another Democratic candidate, Bobby
Kennedy, had been shot and was fighting

for his life. The next morning, the news
broke that Kennedy had died in the
night. The Presidential plane was flying
in to collect the body. Again, there was
massive security. Another airport manager
proferred a more poignant invitation to his
British guest, ‘would you like to meet the
Kennedy family?’ Mick stood among the
small group who met and solemnly shook
hands with the bereaved family members,
while a much larger crowd, mainly security,
stood around. This was one of the most
memorable experiences of Mick’s long life.
Until Mick’s retiral in 1994, the practice,
which had been joined by Gleave’s son,
David, continued to be busy, particularly
in its specialist areas of hospital and
university buildings. Many of Glasgow
University’s major buildings of the period
are to their credit.
Mick combined his busy business life
with increasing voluntary work. He chaired
the Scottish Construction Industry Group,
was a Director of Glasgow Chamber of
Commerce, Vice-Chairman of the Board
of Glasgow School of Art, a member of the
Royal Fine Art Commission and President
of the RIAS from 1981-1983, helping the
Incorporation to take an increasingly
active role in Scottish public life. He was
awarded the CBE in 1997.
After his retiral in 1994 Mick indulged
his interests in art, as an avid spectator
of sport, particularly cricket, and travel.
Sadly in the last decade of his life he
suffered a succession of different cancers.
However, with the support and care of his
beloved Cath, he managed to stay at the
family home in Glasgow’s Maryhill until
this year. Mick’s last months were spent
in the St Margaret of Scotland Hospice
in Clydebank. His family will be forever

grateful for the kindness, compassion and
humanity of his treatment there.
As his fellow architecture student, best
man and lifelong friend, Eric Davidson,
has observed Mick was a strikingly tall,
handsome man, abundantly endowed
with both charm and creative talent. He
was also, according to Eric, ‘one of the
most accident prone men I’ve ever met’
and, ‘his trying to help often resulted in
total chaos’. Yet to Eric, as to all his many
friends and colleagues, Mick Matheson
was a profoundly decent man and a loyal
friend with a sparkling wit and a great
line in anecdotes. He also combined
great creative skill with a passion for
architecture.
Mick Matheson is survived by his wife
Cath, sons Graeme and Euan and adored
grandchildren, Finlay and Helena.
Obituary by Neil Baxter Hon FRIAS
GAVIN HAVERON MCCONNELL RIAS
5 OCTOBER 1923 TO 16 AUGUST 2014
Gavin Haveron McConnell was born in
Paisley. He was articled to James Watson
Reid in Glasgow and attended classes
at Paisley Technical College. After the
Second World War he enrolled part-time at
Glasgow School of Art. After a short period
working with James Taylor Thomson &
McCrea in Glasgow, Gavin moved to Fife
County Council in 1953 where he remained
until his retirement in 1984.
Two of the buildings designed by
Gavin are listed by Historic Scotland.
Inverkeithing High School was listed in
2004 and described as “….a significant
achievement … considered to be some of
the last good collaborative architecture to
be produced in Scotland…”. The second
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MCKIMMIE FAMILY

WILLIAM (BILL) MCKIMMIE RIAS
24 SEPTEMBER 194O TO 9
NOVEMBER 2014

listing in 2014, Balwearie High School
in Kirkcaldy, is quoted as ...”among the
very best examples of school building of
the post-war building period in Scotland,
closely following Modernist design
principles and marking a clear break from
the more formal designs of the inter-war
period and 1950s.”
Gavin was not only proud of his own
architectural achievements but worked
closely with the Dictionary of Scottish
Architects to ensure the complete output
of Fife County Council Architects’
Department during the post-war years
was catalogued and recognised for its
significant contribution to architecture in
Scotland.
Gavin is survived by his two daughters
and five grandchildren.
Obituary supplied by Frances Horsburgh
and Peter Murchie RIAS
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Bill McKimmie helped to shape the
modern cityscape of his home town.
He was born in Aberdeen just before his
father William, a bus conductor, went off
to fight in the Burmese Campaign in the
Second World War. As a schoolboy Bill
excelled at sports.
He studied at the Scott Sutherland
School, graduating in 1964, the same year
he married Lesley, a fellow architecture
student.
He joined Jenkins and Marr in 1965.
With the exception of a nine-month spell
in the firm’s branch office in Wick, his
whole career was based in his home city.
He was involved in the design of Aberdeen
Journals’ building in the city’s Lang Stracht
and headquarters for Total and Chevron.
For the huge Bon Accord Centre Bill
provided the principal liaison between
the council and the developers, Bredero.
The centre opened in 1990. Jenkins and
Marr was then commissioned to design
the Buchanan Galleries, Glasgow, which
opened in 1999.
A keen Rotarian, Bill was President
of Aberdeen Rotary Club in 1995-96. As

a Burgess of the city he became Dean
of Guild, Aberdeen’s second citizen,
between 1998 and 2002. His customary
cheerfulness and good humour served his
city well when former Soviet Union leader
Mikhail Gorbachev received the Freedom
of Aberdeen and subsequently when Sir
Alex Ferguson received the same honour.
Bill McKimmie served on many
community and charitable boards. He
retired as a senior partner of Jenkins and
Marr in 2000 but continued to serve as a
governor of Robert Gordon University.
Bill and Lesley were both keen
travellers and passionate skiers, having
taken up the sport in their 40s. They built a
holiday chalet in Aviemore and the couple
skied whenever the fickle Scottish snow
conditions allowed.
Sadly Lesley developed motor neurone
disease in 2012 and Bill nursed her until
her death in 2013. Bill died after returning
from a short break in Lisbon with his
daughter Leanne. He is survived by
Leanne and her sisters, Karen and Jill and
his three grandsons.
Obituary supplied by The Scotsman
KENNETH (KEN) RALSTON RIAS
9 MAY 1954 TO 25 SEPTEMBER 2014
Ken Ralston died peacefully at home on
25th September having battled for a year
with cancer.
He rounded off his busy working life
as Director of Architecture at Lewis and
Hickey, having spent his career firmly in
private practice. He was liked and respected
and his loss will be a blow for many. He
was a great participator; with colleagues,
clients, the profession and with the world
at large. He was always a loyal friend.
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Ken always had a keen spirit of
adventure. At sixteen, whilst at Edinburgh
Academy, he travelled with a friend to
the then Persia, exploring Teheran and
bussing it to the archaeological sites.
Away from familiar Edinburgh, he later
complemented his busy professional life
with a new adventure in sailing, crewing a
serious yacht in the English Channel. This
passion for and identity with wide, open
spaces endured his whole life.
Ken was a graduate of Edinburgh
University, and had also had a spell
studying landscape architecture at HeriotWatt. Having registered in 1981, he became
a chartered architect the following year. He
started off at Burnett Pollock Associates
where he was popular and remembered
for his creativity and enthusiasm. He
was a good designer and had a broad
participation in the workload of the office,
including projects for the PSA. He became
an associate in the practice.
After a few years he moved to James
Clydesdale Associates. There his experience
broadened as he became involved in larger

commercial initiatives and developments.
In the second half of the eighties, he left
Scotland to go south. At the close of this
period, this role extended to opening an
office in Bristol. Things didn’t go to plan
and he eventually returned to Edinburgh.
After a return to James Clydesdale, he
settled at Lewis and Hickey in 1998.
As senior designer Ken had a central
role in the practice. He balanced creative
design and competitions, with rigour in the
detail, procurement and implementation
process. He was good with staff and clients,
he mentored and brought people on and
made lasting relationships with important
clients, including the Universities of
Edinburgh and Stirling. Significant projects
included the main libraries of both these
institutions. He was reckoned by his peers
to combine contemporary design with
traditional architectural values and ethics.
He served his profession, sat on the
RIAS council and was President of EAA
during 2010–11. His report of that year
covers a remarkable spread of activity and
events.

Before his fatal condition took hold, he
had been considering the intensification
of his interest and commitment to
architectural conservation, probably with
formal study. That, however, was put on
hold. He was as active as possible in his last
months, managing to take a trip abroad to
visit friends. Ken faced his final moments
bravely. His keen intellect, humour and
spirited observation remained. Even in his
final week he was discussing modernism
and designed landscape.
Ken’s character delighted many, with
his quick transitions from liveliness to
quiet. He was a rock drummer and his
passion for music and atmosphere was
clear in his own planning of his humanist
funeral. He framed the service with
Mozart’s Requiem, but the Contemplation
was to Lou Reed. His choice of “Perfect
Day’ underlines his sense of irony and his
love of life and precious moments.
He is survived by his beloved wife
Suzanne, who nursed him at home during
his final weeks. He will be sorely missed.
Obituary by Alan Cameron RIAS
MARY TINDALL RIAS
2 APRIL 1924 TO 2 NOVEMBER 2014
The only child of Hemsley and Constance
Miller, Mary attended Streatham High
School. She spent many hours honing
her drawing skills and becoming a really
fine artist. Childhood holidays were spent
travelling in Europe with her father and
on the southwest coast where she found a
great love of nature.
In 1943, Mary joined the Architectural
Association School, re-located during
wartime at Mount House in Hadley Wood,
Barnet. In 1945 she took up a post in the
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Scottish Home and Health Department,
working in Edinburgh, under Robert
Matthew, recording abandoned coal bings
and shale works for the Central Scotland
Plan.
When the war in Europe was over
Mary met up again with her AA pal Joyce
Taylor, who was to become a lifelong
friend. They spent that summer in an
architect’s office in Zurich. In the Spring
of 1947, the two friends worked in various
architects’ offices in Toronto and visited
Marcel Breuer in New York. Returning to
London to study for a planning degree,
Mary met up with Frank Tindall, (later an
eminent town planner in Scotland). The
three friends spent holidays conducting
surveys of the bomb damaged cities of
Coventry and Portsmouth.
In 1948, Berthold Lubetkin, who had
been appointed to design a new town
at Peterlee in County Durham, headhunted top students from the School of
Planning. Mary, Frank and Joyce were
appointed, Mary and Frank moving north.
They married in 1951 and, with Frank
having been appointed East Lothian
County Planning Officer, set up home in
Haddington. Mary restored their house
and set up her architectural practice there.
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This work set the pattern for Haddington
as “the best preserved example of
eighteenth and nineteenth century
burghal architecture in Scotland”.
Mary’s practice blossomed, focussing
in the main upon skilful and sensitive
conservation of historic buildings.
Numerous architectural awards followed,
for Little Stevenson, near Haddington
(1959), Woodend, Dirleton (1965) and for
the conversion of prominent nineteenth
century grain and potato warehouses and
fishermen’s stores at Harbour Terrace,
North Berwick (1971).
Mary successfully combined her
professional life with raising a family and,
as they grew, the architectural practice
and family relocated to Ford House in
Midlothian, built in 1680 and beautifully
and faithfully restored under Mary’s
guidance. Among the other major historic
buildings upon which Mary Tindall
brought her skills to bear were Stevenson
House, The Doune on the Rothiemurchus
Estate and Greywalls, Gullane, a fine
Lutyens building.
Mary Tindall served on Edinburgh’s
Old Town Committee, the Management
Committee of Hanover (Scotland)
Housing Association Ltd and the Scottish
Georgian Society (now the Architectural
Heritage Society of Scotland) where
she was involved in the preparation of
design guidelines for best practice in the
conservation of historic buildings. Until
2013 she continued to monitor planning
applications and to make representations
to planning authorities on behalf of
the AHSS. Crichton Collegiate Church
Trust was formed in 1993. Mary acted as
Secretary and raised considerable funds
for repair and restoration.

Mary led an active and fulfilling family
and professional life. When Frank died in
1998 Mary devoted herself to editing and
publishing his “Memoirs and Confessions
of a County Planning Officer”. Mary is
survived by her three children Benjamin,
Daniel and Jemima, and by her four
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
Tribute by Graham and Helen Duncan
and by Mary’s lifelong friend Joyce Taylor
JAMES ROBIN S (ROBIN) TURNER
RIAS
11 MAY 1933 TO 3 APRIL 2014

Robin was born in Aberdeen, where
his father was an engineer with BP. In
September 1951, he joined the Dundee
School and his year were exempted from
National Service until they had passed
their exams. At the Art College Revels
following his graduation in 1956, he met
Penny Thomas, whom he later married in
1960.
Robin was called up to do his National
Service in 1958 and served with the Royal
Engineers in Singapore where he worked
on the design of new married quarters,
interdenominational churches in Malacca
and Penang, and Ghurka quarters in Nepal.
Returning to Dundee in 1960, he
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joined the City Architect’s Department
temporarily, before joining Ian Burke,
Martin and Partners. He spent three
years with the practice designing private
houses, pubs, a motel and other similar
projects. He left the firm to join what is
now Tayside Health Board and worked on
the Limb-fitting Centre in Broughty Ferry
and the, then new, Maternity Unit at Perth
Royal Infirmary. During that time, he also
designed his own home on an awkward
steep site, with many trees, in the grounds
of St Helen’s House, 474 Perth Road,
Dundee.
He returned to private practice and
joined WM Wilson & Partners, Dundee,
as a senior architect and later, partner.
His principal clients included the Scottish
Crop Research Institute, BP and Perth
Royal Infirmary and he worked on oil
related projects including the Offshore
Fire Training Centre in Montrose and
the workers’ camp at Sullom Voe. The
Shetland Islands Council insisted that
the site be reinstated when the camp was
no longer required. Consequently, the
accommodation units were recycled and
re-erected on the Falkland Islands, where
they were occupied by British Troops
during the Falklands War in 1982 and the
recreation building became a community
centre.
Robin was president of the Dundee
Institute of Architects from 1980-82.
His enduring loves were hillwalking and
fishing. He fished with various Dundee
fishing clubs, notably the Dundee West
End Angling Club, of which he became
President. Robin also sailed on the Tay,
curled with Pitkerro Curling Club, enjoyed
a glass of wine and was a very active
member of Claverhouse Rotary Club.

Robin is survived by his wife of 53
years, Penny, daughters Frances and
Alison and grandchildren Kitty and Archie.
Obituary by Robin’s daughters Frances
Horsburgh and Alison Begg
IAIN WEBSTER RIAS
26 JUNE 1938 TO 16 JUNE 2014

Iain passed away on the descent of Dumyat
(Dum-aye-it) on a perfect summer’s day.
Iain and his lifelong friend Terry had,
only half an hour earlier, gazed out over
Forth Valley from the summit, reflecting
on life and agreeing that, when called, it
would be a blessing if they were spared
the indignities of a lingering and painful
demise.
Iain was born and raised in
Musselburgh, attending the grammar
school there. From an early age he
displayed artistic prowess. He progressed
to the Edinburgh School. He spent the
first part of his career in various offices
throughout the city, adding a qualification
in Town Planning during that period. It
was this road that Iain followed for the
remainder of his career as an Architect/
Planner. His first post was with Falkirk
District Council. After reorganisation
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he worked with Central Region and
subsequently Stirling Council until his
retirement. During the latter part of his
career Iain served with the Stirling Society
and on numerous RIAS committees, ever
ready to volunteer.
Always cheerful, generous and
unassuming, Iain was heavily involved
in his local community of Bridge of
Allan. Throughout his life painting
was his great passion and he produced
countless watercolours and drawings
of local buildings and the surrounding
countryside, exhibiting with the Scottish
Society of Architect Artist and Stirling Art
Club.
The family worshipped at Holy Trinity
Church where the choir stalls, organ screen
and pulpit were designed by a young
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. Through his
drawings and organisational abilities Iain
promoted the local Doors Open Days
and consequently Mackintosh’s work has
been viewed and admired by thousands
of Saturday visitors. Giant Christmas
puddings, a six foot advent card and four
massive bells were all constructed to
help the minister convey the Christmas
message. Only Iain could have come up
with these creations.
His interest in historic buildings
extended to his involvement with Alloa
Tower, Historic churches and the Stirling
Civic Trust awards. He was ever ready to
offer his services.
Iain is survived by his wife Wendy,
daughter Gill, son John and daughter-inlaw Kim. He will be sorely missed by his
many friends within the profession.
Obituary by Tommy Thomson, adapted
from words supplied by Iain’s daughter, Gill
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SENIOR MANAGEMENT

GERRY GRAMS frias

LAURA SANDILANDS

NEIL BAXTER hon frias

DIRECTOR: FESTIVAL 2016

RIAS CO-ORDINATOR: FESTIVAL 2016

gerry.grams@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2014. Creative oversight of
the national and Hub programmes, working
to the Governance Group, to oversee the Hub programme and to ensure
delivery of Chapter programmes, outreach and education activity.

laura.sandilands@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2014. RIAS programme
development and delivery and coordination
of Chapter content, taking direction from RIAS and working closely with
the Director.

JON JARDINE

LORRAINE SUTHERLAND

GRAPHIC/IT DESIGNER: RIAS AND

SENIOR RECEPTIONIST / BOOKSHOP

FESTIVAL 2016

ASSISTANT (P/T)

jon.jardine@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2014. All RIAS graphic and
IT design, core aspects of the 2016 programme, coordination of inputs.

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with incoming
calls, meeting and greeting, opening and logging mail for distribution,
ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with suppliers,
maintaining press cuttings file, general administration duties.

SECRETARY AND TREASURER

nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of RIAS
policy, governance, business planning and
budgets. Overall responsibility for the Incorporation’s membership
services, Consultancy, Practice Services, accreditation schemes, events,
publications, outreach, political liaison, CPD, educational initiatives and
awards.
CAROL-ANN HILDERSLEY
SENIOR MANAGER: SECRETARY AND
TREASURER’S OFFICE

childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the Secretary’s and President’s offices,
oversight of communications and events, administration and minuting of
Council, research, Co-Editor of RIAS Quarterly.
LOUISE MCLEOD
SENIOR MANAGER: FINANCE AND
ADMINISTRATION

lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible for
central services function including finance,
audit, salaries, pensions, member pensions, annual contracts, insurances,
personnel, recruitment, membership, staff management, IT, health &
safety, the building.
MARYSE RICHARDSON
SENIOR MANAGER: PRACTICE

mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice
Services, secretariat for RIAS Practice
committees and production of quarterly Practice Information, legal
and contractual queries, maintaining the RIAS suite of Standard Forms,
managing dispute resolution expert panels, management of conservation
and sustainability accreditation.

STAFF
STUART BRYCE
MANAGER: BOOKSHOP (P/T)

bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: September 2012. Managing RIAS
Bookshop, including sales of architectural
appointments, certificates, administrations forms and up-to-date
and archived building contracts. Telephone, website and direct sale
to members and the public of RIAS publications and a wide range of
architectural books.
ELAINE DOBIE
PRACTICE ASSISTANT

edobie@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2013. Practice Services
support, administers conservation and
sustainability accreditation schemes and the RIAS Energy Design
Certification Scheme. Co-ordinates the e-PI Bulletin, Practice Services
website updates and online research.

MAUREEN JOHNSTONE
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
ASSISTANT

mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for finance and
central services, financial processing and filing, coordination of internal
room bookings and meeting set-ups, assisting membership, post and
mail, management of office recycling.
MARILYN LEISHMAN
RECEPTIONIST / BOOKSHOP
ASSISTANT (P/T)

reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with incoming
calls, meeting and greeting, opening and logging mail for distribution,
ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with suppliers,
maintaining press cuttings file, bookshop cover.

ADVISORS

VERONICA LOW

mappleton@rias.org.uk
Joined September 2010. Advises on Practice
Information and matters relating to its publication, content and delivery.
Oversees the reorganisation and development of information issued to
practices.

MANAGER: COMMERCIAL

vlow@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2011. Advertising sales and
sponsorship for the RIAS Quarterly. Sale and
distribution of RIAS publications and space
rentals in Rutland Square. Also responsible for sponsorship liaison for
RIAS events and the 2016 Festival.
JANE MACFARLANE
COMMUNICATIONS AND EVENTS
OFFICER

jane.macfarlane@rias.org.uk
Joined: October 2014. Event Management,
internal communication including website content management,
editorial assistance for RIAS Quarterly, e-bulletins, media monitoring,
awards coordination. Responsible for Online Directory and job ads.
JANET NIXON
MANAGER: SBCC (P/T)

jnixon@rias.org.uk
Joined: May 2014. Ensuring that the RIAS
contract for the Scottish Building Contract
Committee is effectively delivered,
including new contracts, online provision and annual conference.
CHARLENE RANKIN
MANAGER : MEMBERSHIP / RIAS
CONSULTANCY

crankin@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2002. Management of
Membership, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish Community Projects Fund,
Architect in the Hoose and the RIAS Clients Advisory Service.
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LILY OFFICE DOG (P/T)
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to maintain
a stress-free working environment,
occasionally enliven meetings and ensure a
focus on the key agenda priorities (biscuits
and sandwiches). Introduces a Zen-like calm by generally wandering
about and sleeping under desks.

MARJORIE APPLETON frias
PRACTICE SERVICE CONSULTANT
(P/T)

PAT LALLY hon frias
SPECIAL ADVISOR (P/T)

c/o childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2008. Liaison with Scottish
Government and local authority politicians,
encouraging political participation in CPG and other RIAS events, chairing
of RIAS government committee, external relations with COSLA, STUC and
quasi-government organisations.
BRIAN MOORE hon frias
DIRECTOR: CONSULTANCY

bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of
architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects and improving procurement in
architecture by ensuring value-based selection procedures in all RIAS
Competitions.
JOHN NORMAN hon frias
ACCOUNTANT (P/T)

jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget, quarterly
accounts, annual statutory accounts for
RIAS charity and RIAS Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger management/
supervision, RIAS/RIBA membership reconciliations, annual audit, payroll
issues, other tax and financial issues, as required.

As the building was being
designed, one important
question kept being asked...

...HOW DO I GET

THROUGH THE FIRE
SAFETY MAZE?
SERVICES TO ARCHITECTS
Smoke Control Systems

CFD Modelling

Fire Engineering Solutions

Fire Risk Assessments

Fire Strategies

Fire Safety Design Summary

Bespoke designed systems to prevent the build-up and
spread of hot fire gases and thereby control fire spread.
Bespoke fire engineered designs to meet the
requirements of performance based building codes.
Designed to demonstrate the effectiveness of building
designs in relation to fire safety.

Fire Escape Designs

Demonstrate that all occupants can make a safe escape
in the event of a fire.

The use of computer modelling to predict the movement
of smoke and fire gases within a building.
Provided to architects or project managers as part of the
handing over process for buildings.
Complete the required summary in accordance with
regulation 41 of the Building (Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2004.

Review of Design Fire Safety

Fixed fee review of designs for compliance with building
regulations and fire safety legislation.

For a FREE consultation to find out what fire engineering
can do for you please contact Sandy Killbourn on
T: 01786 449944 • E: enquiry@g-fire.co.uk
www.gartcarronfireengineering.co.uk

FE
GARTCARRON FIRE ENGINEERING Ltd.

Designing buildings to save life

Peace of mind.
For thirty years RIAS Insurance Services has offered
professional indemnity insurance that provides peace of mind
(one less thing to trip-up on!).

For further information contact Susan Riccio,
RIAS Insurance Services, Orchard Brae House, 30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 2HS
Tel: 0131 311 4212 Fax: 0131 311 4280 susan.riccio@marsh.com
RIASIS is a trading name of Marsh Ltd. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

