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When it comes to the environment,
we care. That’s why Senior Architectural
Systems has designed and developed a
unique new concept in facade solutions.
Hybrid is a composite timber and
aluminium window system which
achieves remarkable insulation
properties, and it’s complemented by a
matching door and curtain wall range.
Combining the long life and low
maintenance of aluminium with the
environmentally focused benefits of
engineered timber, the range surpasses
all current benchmarks, which makes it
the ideal solution for both new-build and
refurbishment projects.

Senior Hybrid Systems is a division of Senior Architectural Systems, a major supplier
of glazing systems, specialising in providing aluminium and timber systems to the highest
standards. Operating from strategically situated service centres across the UK the company
maintains its original emphasis on customer service, local availability and forming long term,
mutually beneficial relationships with contractors, specifiers and fabricators.
Unit 4 Dunlop Court, Deans Industrial Estate SW, Livingston, West Lothian EH54 8SL
Tel: 01506 407 640. E-mail: info@seniorhybrid.co.uk Web: www.seniorhybrid.co.uk

Pure Roofing is the most up-to-date definitive roofing guide
there is. It’s exclusively focused on the design, detailing and
specification of pitched roofs. Nothing informs and inspires you
like this. And nothing has more hard facts to give you the
knowledge you need for a competitive edge in these tough times.
There’s also a CD-ROM at the back with hundreds of CAD details.
Thousands of architects are already using it. What’s stopping you?
To order your free copy of Pure Roofing, get some technical advice or
to request product samples, visit marleyeternit.co.uk/pureroofing,
call 01283 722588 or email us at roofinginfo@marleyeternit.co.uk
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regulars // FROM THE PRESIDENT

Over recent decades there have been a few politicians whose names
are directly associated in the public mind with works of architecture
or with processes of change, where new architecture has played a
significant part. The most important such figure on the European
stage might well be the late Georges Pompidou. The cultural
edifice named in his honour is only one of a number of Parisian
Grand Projects promoted under his leadership. At La Défense,
the Pyramids at the Louvre (where the brief sought a ‘dagger in
the heart of the ancient regime’) and in the new Paris Opera, he
promoted contemporary architecture as a symbol of social change.
These works and more prosaic endeavours at Les Halles and La
Villette were significant contributors to the improved fortunes of
Paris during his presidential reign.
The most frequently cited recent exemplar of civic patronage
of architecture is the extraordinary transformation of Barcelona.
After the death of Franco in 1975, the Mayor, Pasqual Maragall,
encouraged his architect friend Oriol Bohigas and the city architect
to undertake a number of relatively modest projects. They created,
quite literally, places for people, wrought from the existing fabric
of the city, often through devices as simple as the hard landscaping
of the spaces between buildings and the addition of gutsy works
of art, to create mini squares or pocket parks. This endeavour and
a few, light-touch, government sponsored architectural projects
helped build confidence and boost the city’s tourism. It also led to
the first, and only, award of the RIBA’s Gold Medal for Architecture
to a city. The big move, of course, was the Olympics in 1992.
Maragall again entrusted the masterplanning of much of the
Olympic endeavour to Martorell Bohigas Mackay. David Mackay’s
deceptively simple move of bringing the 19th century Cerda plan
down to the sea, to create the Vila Olímpica and Barcelona’s new
beachfront and marina, further enhanced the attractions of the
city for visitors and major new investment. Careful legacy planning
ensured that signal Olympic projects by the likes of Calatrava,
Foster and Isozaki have continued to serve the city.
It is difficult to find recent examples of intelligent political
patronage closer to home. Our Victorian forebears, notably Joseph
Chamberlain in Birmingham, wrought grand plans. The whole of
the city centre, a post medieval slum, was raised in one concerted
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political
realities
endeavour to create the elegant New Street and a thriving business
district. Birmingham simultaneously took ownership of most of
the land in the city centre, undoubtedly a cynical land grab but an
act of political hutzpah which has benefited the city ever since.
Such radical moves were undoubtedly easier in the mid
19th century which in part explains why there is a notable lack
of identifiable political patrons associated with the evolution of
the UK’s cities in the 20th century. Pat Lally, now an Honorary
Fellow of the Royal Incorporation, was responsible for the arts led
regeneration of Glasgow. The most notable built symbol of that
endeavour is the Royal Concert Hall, affectionately known as ‘Lally’s
Palais’ - not quite the same formal recognition of achievement as
the Centre Pompidou, but we have a more ambivalent attitude to
our politicians than continental Europe.
One thing that is notable in all of the examples quoted is
that they are evidence of highly successful, politically motivated,
architecturally led regeneration. Get it wrong and the consequences
can be dire, witness Tony Blair beating himself up over the
Millennium Dome. Get it right and you can change both the
perception and the economic fortunes of your city.
Sometime within the next few months, the Incorporation is
hoping to welcome Pasqual Maragall, former Mayor of Barcelona
and subsequently the President of Catalonia, on a visit to Scotland.
We have already been in contact with the Government and are
hopeful that Mr Maragall may be able to talk to Scotland’s MSPs.
The city of Glasgow, working towards the 2014 Commonwealth
Games, might well be another appropriate venue for Mr Maragall
to recount some of his own experience and to explain how
informed politicians, utilising the talents of indigenous architects,
can generate substantial and enduring change. It reaffirms the
point that abandoning architecture and local talent for the false
economies of major contractor-led “standardisation” can only be
to the detriment of Scotland.

David Dunbar, President RIAS
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regulars // FROM THE secretary

public
perception
The architectural profession is largely a 20th century construct.
The move away from the apprentice system in the late 19th
century, endeavours to standardise education and, of course, the
emergence of professional institutes, were all signals of shifts in
society. An ever increasing number of buildings were required
to provide adequate housing, social care, health care, education,
leisure, cultural edification and even governance, for a society
where wealth and opportunity were more equally distributed.
With the changing role and status of the architect came shifts
in public perception. It is hardly surprising, given the complexity
of the architect’s role, that public understanding has never really
depicted the architect with any particular accuracy.
Architects might be quite happy with depictions of the
architect as hero or romantic lead in literature and the movies. The
charismatic, light suited intellectual, portrayed by Henry Fonda in
Twelve Angry Men was, almost incidentally, an architect. However,
the selection of architecture as the apposite profession for such a
man of reason and humanity, has become almost a filmic cliché.
Most architects might well argue that clichéd it may be: it doesn’t
make it any the less true.
By the 1980s, the architect had become the fall guy for a plethora
of failed or failing post World War II urban masterplans. Architects,
not developers, system builders, planners or politicians were, it
seemed, substantially responsible for reworking city centres with
bravura swathes of concrete and glass. This misapprehension may
in part have resulted from the public relations focus on architects
in the process of building this brave new world. The lesson perhaps
being, take more than your fair share of the credit and you are
liable to get all of the blame. However the 1980s also saw the start
of a redemptive process with architects increasingly perceived as
agents of social reform through their community engagement in
the housing association movement.
So what of now? The romantic view undoubtedly persists.
Architecture is still a career to which many young people aspire. The
notion of the architect as a transformative artist and the profession
as a key agent of social change is undoubtedly responsible for the
immense queues, which form each year, of young people desperate
to study in our architecture schools.

While architects may well, given the opportunity, be significant
generators of change, there is certainly a very wrong presumption
that this creativity generates significant wealth. There are few
architects who would be anxious to disabuse young aspirants
after glittering prizes. Even fewer who would willingly eschew
the notion that the architect is a thoroughly appropriate literary
romantic lead. The truth about the money is certainly not one
most architects are keen to shout about. The fact that most clients
on Grand Designs are pretty well-off and most of the architects
come across fairly well, doesn’t really engender any greater sense
of reality in the minds of the public.
Undoubtedly it is better to have some perception than
none at all. While not every architect is the protagonist in The
Fountainhead, it may be no bad thing if the general public has some
understanding, however vague, of the architect as someone who is
about something significantly more relevant to society than mere
business.
So how does this review of “the architect in popular perception”
inform the actions of the Incorporation? Just how can the RIAS
contribute to better public appreciation of what architects actually
do and how they can contribute to Scotland’s future?
The Incorporation’s Charter highlights, as its first goal, the
“general advancement of Architecture”. That is, with a resounding
capital ‘A’.
The RIAS must continuously build upon its role as a source
and a provider of informed comment. It is not enough for the
Incorporation simply to announce, with a flourish, who has won
the latest architecture prize. The role of the architect in society is
too crucial for this profession simply to be associated with laurels.
The Incorporation’s Conservation Committee recently pronounced
upon George Reid’s report on the future of the National Trust
for Scotland. Such concerned, informed intervention in issues
which affect the built environment is increasingly important. In
fact crucial if we are to reinforce the President’s point that if you
want a good building which will deliver and continue to deliver
for Scotland, don’t go to a multi-national contractor, aspire to
architecture.
NEIL BAXTER, SECRETARY & TREASURER
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REGULARS // ARCHIVAL

FROM
OUR
50 Years Ago
ARCHIVE
IAN STUART CAMPBELL,
A FORMER EDITOR OF THE
RIAS MEMBERS’ JOURNAL
and current convenor of
the rias communications
and events committee,
CONTINUES HIS REGULAR
SERIES
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RIAS Prospect, winter 1960
This issue focused on a Landscape Conference
in Edinburgh and featured the new Institute
of Landscape Architecture as an emerging
sister professional discipline. A contribution
by Mr R Grieve (later Sir Robert Grieve,
Hon FRIAS), Chief Technical Planner of the
Department of Health for Scotland, warned
the new professionals to concentrate on
“what people can really understand.”
… It seems to me that your profession is
just coming to the stage when at least the
cultivated minority recognise that you have
something to offer, that that something is
necessary and good and that they are about
to give you the opportunity of ‘having a go’.
The point is, are you ready to ‘have a go’? Do
you really know what you are after? Have
you limited your aims so as to strengthen
them? Can you produce the goods when
your bluff is called, so to speak? If you are
not, if you still have to clarify your aims and
limit them to achieve your objectives, then
your bluff will be called and you will go into
the wilderness with a bad smell attached to
the label ‘landscape architecture’.
Don’t be misled by an apparent general
agreement on the virtue of your profession.
There is an apparent general agreement on
the virtue of planning in many ways but
this does not necessarily commend either
the planning system or the planner to the

public. You should therefore ask yourselves
– is the profession really necessary? Are you
more interested in the thing you are after,
or in the label? If you are more interested
in the label – the label entitled ‘landscape
architecture’ – you may fall into the same
error as the planner did: the one he is only
now climbing back out of. You will produce
codes and standards and regulations and
a system and in doing so you may kill or
sterilise or vulgarise the thing…
Can I say that the detail of urban
landscaping is crucial? When the person
re-housed from bad urban conditions
becomes used to environmental decency
it may be much more possible to leave the
countryside to itself and know that it is safe
because there is this knowledge of what is
decent and an instinctive desire to keep it
so – and to improve and remodel the more
derelict areas of it.
So we get back to how we handle our big
re-housing projects and this is where I look
to the landscape architects to concentrate
on the shorter term – to limit themselves in
their cosmic preoccupations and get down
to some load-bearing detailed work which
people can really understand because it is
close to them, it affects them immediately,
and which they can like without being
connoisseurs.

25 Years Ago
rias prospect, spring 1985
The following is an extract from an article
entitled ‘Visions from the Winter School’ by
Erik Lundberg.
The 5th National Architecture Winter
School was held in January (1985) at the
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture in
Aberdeen.
The idea behind the school is to provide
an opportunity for students from all over
Britain to meet in a relaxed atmosphere,
discuss topical architectural and educational
issues, and study areas they wouldn’t
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normally get a chance to within the
confines of their course. In essence to put
the fun back into architecture (why did it
leave? Good question). With a combination
of week long and day groups, lectures and
informal discussions, the students were
able to hear at first hand the experiences,
ideas and objectives of some of the major
architects around today (and we mustn’t
forget the engineers and landscape men
too).
A great range of areas were looked at by
the study groups, ranging from alternative
energy through community architecture
to being disabled for a week. Not all of
them produced tangible results but this
was not necessary. The fact that they left
with an improved perception of the built
environment and a greater understanding
of the effect of architecture on society was
enough.
One group spent the week at the Royal
Infirmary trying to find ways of making
hospitals hospitable, while another tried
to look at our creations from the disabled’s
point of view: “…why do architects build in
so many damned pilasters?” Drew Mackie’s
group looked at the decline and fall of
Aberdeen after the oil’s gone (not for a
while you’ll be glad to hear) using gaming
simulation, “as used by the CIA”. Tim
Hunkin (he of the Observer’s “Rudiments
of Wisdom”) delighted us with his kinetic
clocks then built a Burns Night bonfire
from pallets and tree trunks.
This was a week of concentrated

architecture from 9am till late and apart
from the study groups many formal and
informal meetings were held, mostly
packed, fitted in at lunchtimes, before tea
and again afterwards. Information, ideas
and images were crammed into brains
shocked at the intensity of learning! Tony
Hunt discoursed on structures as diverse as
the Forth Rail Bridge and a Rolling Stones
sound stage, while his colleague Richard
Horden postulated Stanstead as London’s
first Spaceport. Ove Arup engineer, Peter
Rice compared his licence to experiment
following the success of the Centre
Pompidou to “being blessed by the Pope”,
this religious theme being continued by
Richard McCormac who admitted to being
a fervent apostle of Frank Lloyd Wright.
Camping on studio floors, braving
haggis (with unexpected relish) and a
Scottish winter so bad they couldn’t get to
the ski slopes, the 215 visitors (many from
south of the border) portrayed a formidable
pioneering spirit. Along with 116 Aberdeen
inmates they contributed to and gained
from a very satisfying and enjoyable break
from normal studies. Many thanks to Bob,
Janet, Elaine and the numerous others who
helped make the week a positive success.

1 Year Ago
Chartered Architect,
summer 2009

The following is an extract from an article
by Ian Ritchie Hon FRIAS. The article was
adapted from a presentation which Ian had
originally given at the RIAS Convention in
Dundee, 15th May 2009.
Architects, together with all of those
involved in the creation of our built
environment, can and perhaps should, try
to make evident the fact that design and
environmental concerns are the same issue
in a new synthetic design methodology for
the 21st century. While striving for beautiful
and appropriate architecture, we must also
act with compassion and with a social
conscience. We need to make metaphorical
intelligence and humanity evident in our
designs.
The process of architecture is
fundamentally concerned with providing
society with better technical, environmental
and aesthetic solutions for different types
of shelter for different human activities.
A new optimism must be based upon
working better with people and the
environment – not attempting to dominate
them, but acting with them, with local
sensitivity and global awareness.
In this, architecture has a significant
role to play as a mediator between culture
and commerce. Ideology or technology or
social organisations are clearly out of sync
with each other. Perhaps we can give some
signposts as to how we make progress
in rebalancing our present “civilised
disequilibrium.”
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5 and 6 Rumford, Crail, after restoration
all photos: national trust for scotland

little houses
In 2010 Scotland’s leading conservation charity,
the National Trust for Scotland, celebrates
50 years of community-based conservation
through its Little Houses Improvement Scheme.
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Audrey Dakin of the national trust for scotland
reflects on the origins and achievements of the
scheme.
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Illustration of Wee, Mid and Back Causeway,
Culross, Fife, by Richard Demarco from
Colin McWilliam’s “Culross: A Short Guide
to the Royal Burgh”, 1968

While the National Trust for Scotland is
well known for its work with larger country
houses and estates, it has also been involved
in conservation on a smaller scale, working
to conserve everyday buildings in towns
across the country. The groundbreaking
Little Houses Improvement Scheme (LHIS)
was launched by the National Trust for
Scotland in January 1960 as a revolving
fund building preservation trust with a
mandate to acquire buildings of historic
merit, undertake sensitive repairs and
then sell them upon completion, with the
proceeds returned to the revolving fund to
help finance future projects. Of particular
importance to the scheme is the preservation
of Scottish vernacular buildings and burgh
restoration. But the LHIS ethos and
some of its working methods ultimately
stemmed from the pioneering preservation
programmes central to the Trust’s activities
since its formation in 1931.
The character of many of Scotland’s
small burghs was faced with the threat of
wholesale slum clearance from the 1930s
through to the late 1960s. In an era before
statutory protection much might have
been lost had it not been for the actions
of the Trust. As the nation’s leading
conservation charity, with a mandate to
protect and promote Scotland’s natural and
cultural heritage, the Trust recognised the
threats and also the significance of smaller
traditional ‘little houses’ within the historic
landscape – in terms of their importance
to communities and in establishing local
distinctiveness and providing a setting for
major historic buildings. Early successes
at Culross and Dunkeld followed a pattern
where the Trust acquired a number of
properties in each burgh, which were then
repaired and offered to the local community

at affordable rents in partnership with the
local authority.
The complexities of large scale burgh
rescue and the subsequent demands that
were placed on limited Trust resources were
the prime motivation in the establishment
of the LHIS. Championed by the Trust’s
then Director, James Stormonth Darling,
and its Chairman, the Earl of Wemyss, the
LHIS was initially to rely on newly-available
improvement and repair grants as well
as the resources of restoring purchasers
to fund repair works. The scheme was
innovative in creating a dedicated revolving
fund which provided the working capital
to finance projects. A fund of £20,000 was
established which included an initial grant
of £10,000 from the Pilgrim Trust.
In the first few years of the LHIS, work
was concentrated on the coastal burghs of
Fife. Bill Hanlin worked for the Trust at the
time and recalls: “In 1964 I was appointed
to set up an office in Fife, mainly to support
the Little Houses scheme. For ten years I
was very busy. It was hard work, but they
were exciting times.” A series of projects
were undertaken in Crail, Pittenweem,
Anstruther, and Dysart which focussed on
saving groups of vernacular buildings with
an emphasis on townscape preservation
and the picturesque. At the time, there
was little appreciation for these buildings.
Bill recalls, “people were laughing at us in
the 1960s – for buying these houses and
spending all this money on them.”
As with earlier Trust works, conservation activities were concentrated on
streetscape elements with interior
interventions geared towards the provision
of modern amenities. One aspect of the
revolving fund model which was made
evident in these early projects was that any

notion of the fund swelling through sales
had to be quickly abandoned. The increasing
cost of repair works took its toll as did the
growing reluctance of funding partners
to allow a profit on any project. Breaking
even became the target on any project with
the revolving fund growing only through
donations.
By the end of the 1960s the LHIS
had restored over 30 properties and had
developed its own in-house ability to
deliver projects without a need for external
consultants. This period was characterised
by an increase in working partnerships
with local authorities. Other vital partners
were the many preservation trusts which
emerged at this time, with the LHIS able to
offer interest free loans from its revolving
fund in order to build capacity in the
preservation trust movement. The late
1960s and early 1970s were an extremely
productive period for the scheme, both
in numbers of projects completed and
accolades received. 1975 was designated
by the Council of Europe as “European
Architectural Heritage Year” and the LHIS
received both a European Architectural
Heritage Year Award as well as a Civic
Trust Award. Individual projects were
also recognised with awards for works in
Pittenweem, St Monans, and Anstruther.
At this time the LHIS could claim to have
restored 140 dwellings and to have built
up a revolving fund of £140,000. It was an
opportune time to expand the LHIS remit
beyond Fife in order to engage in projects
across the whole of Scotland, although a
worsening economic climate did impose
some challenges.
Inflationary
pressures
seriously
curtailed the restoring-purchaser formula
and through the 1980s the bulk of LHIS
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Threadneedle Street, Peterhead
The Study, Culross
Old Auchentroig, Stirlingshire
The Gyles, Pittenweem
Dymock’s Building, Bo’ness

projects were completed in partnership
with local authorities, often through the
creation of a jointly administered revolving
fund with a regional mandate. Urban
regeneration had become embraced as
planning policy and in many ways the LHIS
returned to the Trust’s 1930s roots with a
strong commitment towards communitybased conservation. At the same time,
a growing awareness of conservation
principles within the Trust began to
manifest itself in the works of the LHIS
which increasingly engaged architectural
practices with established conservation
credentials. By the end of the decade the
LHIS had become truly national with
projects completed in Strathclyde, the
Borders, Dumfries & Galloway, Moray and
Glasgow.
Local government reorganisation in the
mid 1990s put an end to the joint revolving
fund model and increased competition
from preservation trusts and private
developers forced a reassessment of
LHIS activities. The solution was for the
LHIS to take on fewer projects, and these
increasingly fell broadly into two categories.
The first of these saw community-based
conservation fully embraced through a series
of larger projects which converted derelict
inner city properties into amenity housing
using a new revolving fund supported by
the Christina Mary Hendrie Trust. These
works were completed in partnership with
local housing associations which purchased
the properties upon completion and
also brought additional sources of grant
funding. Examples of this approach are
Tollcross House and St Francis Friary
in Glasgow, and the Dymocks Building
in Bo’ness. The second category of LHIS
projects built upon the Trust’s establish-

ment of guiding principles in conservation
and aimed to identify significant buildings
which were at risk and to engage in their
meticulous restoration. An example of
this type of project is the repair of Old
Auchentroig in Stirlingshire.
The new millennium has seen a
continuation of this approach with the
LHIS conserving humble, yet significant,
buildings which would otherwise be lost.
Sensitive conservation work has recently
been completed on an early 19th century
earth-built schoolhouse in Logie, near
Montrose, which followed a “conserve as
found” methodology and has won a Europa
Nostra Award for conservation (see article on
page 14). The promotion of traditional craft
skills formed a key element of this project
and was accomplished by means of a series
of public workshops on earth buildings and
their conservation which ran concurrently
with the works.
LHIS’ current project marks a return to
its roots in community-based conservation.
A pair of Georgian terraces are being
consolidated and repaired to form housing
for individuals with physical and learning
difficulties in the neglected historic core
of Peterhead. Architects for the project
are LDN Architects and a key partner is
the social housing provider Tenants First
Housing Cooperative who will acquire the
building upon completion.
There has been much to celebrate in
the first 50 years of the LHIS. With over
160 projects completed, much has been
learned. Financial circumstances and the
cultural context have shifted throughout
its existence, but there has always been
a clear need for an agency which could
employ its own resources to deliver quality
conservation embedded with a strong

sense of community. Tom Morton of Arc
Architects who worked with the Trust at
Logie Schoolhouse commented: “The great
thing about the Little Houses scheme is that
it reaches parts that other organisations
can’t - it has the expertise, the flexibility
and the perseverance to save buildings that
nobody else can - preserving for future
generations parts of our shared heritage
that, precisely because they are not high
status, embody the exceptional quality of
the everyday past that is vanishing without
notice in Scotland.”

A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE
LHIS BY DIANE WATTERS AND MILES
GLENDINNING WAS PUBLISHED
BY THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR
SCOTLAND AND THE ROYAL
COMMISSION ON THE ANCIENT
AND HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF
SCOTLAND AS LITTLE HOUSES, THE
NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND’S
IMPROVEMENT SCHEME FOR SMALL
HOUSES.
a Little Houses Touring Map
of Fife, an architectural map
and mini-guide to Little Houses
projects in five key historic
Fife burghs was published
by and is available from the
National Trust for Scotland.
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old logie
schoolhouse
Tom morton of Arc Architects explains his practice’s involvement in the prize-winning restoration.
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When Michael Maltman was served with
a planning notice in 2005 telling him that
the old building next door to his house
was going to be demolished and replaced
with a kit house he wasn’t happy. This was
a building he had known all his life. It had
started as a school then became a church
that closed about 15 years before. The last
service had been the funeral of his 90
year old neighbour. The building meant
something important to Michael about
the place he lived in and the people he
associated with it. It was the oldest building
in the area, but long neglected.
So Michael chivvied people in power
to do something. The people he contacted
took notice and built the kind of enduring
partnership that is key to a successful
restoration project. First he called the local
Conservation Officer, who delayed the
planning application and called in Historic
Scotland, who recognised the building’s
rarity and immediately gave it a Grade
A listing. That blocked the demolition.
However, stopping an old building being
knocked down is much easier than finding
a way to restore it and provide a secure and
viable long-term future.
The answer was the National Trust
for Scotland’s Little Houses Improvement
Scheme - the key vehicle to restore a building, which was otherwise well beyond
economic repair. The scheme called in Arc
Architects and we advised them that the
building could technically be repaired.
The necessary financial support was then
secured from Heritage Lottery Fund,
Historic Scotland, Angus Council and
Communities Scotland.
This combination of local interest,
professional expertise and financial

capability delivered a project that none of
these individuals or organisations could have
achieved on their own. The Schoolhouse
at Logie is a rare example of Scottish
vernacular construction. That’s more than
just saying it is a traditional building – it is
the product of a particular way of building
in a particular place that can be traced back
to pre-history; i.e., the ways of building that
naturally evolved in local places.
The construction of the schoolhouse
utilised techniques that pre-date the arrival
of mass-produced materials through the
rail network. It’s of a time when labour was
local and before rural depopulation. People
built with what was immediately to hand,
in ways that didn’t require a lot of effort,
or money and they used long-established
skills to create buildings that endured
because their design suited the local climate.
These characteristics of low energy, local
materials and buildings that are suited to
their climate are why traditional buildings
are a continuing source of inspiration for
modern green architecture.
For a small country, Scotland has a
highly diverse physical geography, natural
resources and climate and these factors have
given us a heritage of vernacular buildings
that is one of the richest in the world. This
built heritage is a key component of local
cultural distinctiveness. It is an important
part of what makes Scotland’s places
special.
Our research showed that all the
materials for the original building came
from within two miles. The prime vernacular
material of North Angus is clay. Within the
surrounding area is a deposit of clay that
is half a mile deep but lies only a couple of
feet below the surface and it happens to be

perfect for building with. The traditional
technique involves mixing it with straw and
moulding it into the shape of a building.
Clay is a great building material that has
been used for thousands of years in Britain
to create humble cottages, fine homes and
even local authority housing in the ’30s.
Even today clay buildings house a third
of the world’s population and form many
of its most important monuments. But
just as traditional clay building died out in
Scotland during the social and industrial
modernisation of the 18th and 19th centuries
it is today being abandoned around the
world in ‘developing countries’ and replaced
with buildings of steel and concrete. This is
not because traditional buildings don’t work
anymore, but because they don’t create the
image of a modern society. This process of
changing the building stock is perceived as
progress replacing poverty. The new and
strong replacing the old and redundant.
However it’s a process that environmentally or culturally we can’t afford. It is
rarely publicised that cement creates about
8% of global carbon dioxide emissions
more than aviation, and is the fastest
growing industrial source of greenhouse
gas emissions. By choosing to restore an
old clay house in Angus in preference to
knocking it down and replacing it with a new
kit house, this project helped sustain the
cultural heritage of Angus. By presenting a
compelling image of sustainable progress,
progress through renewal rather than
replacement, it also supports the vision of
people working to sustain the environment
and culture of traditional places across the
world.
We have been involved in this field for
the last ten years, working with industry
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encountered in local buildings in the future
it will more often be valued and retained
than automatically torn down and replaced.
It also brings a bit of local pride back. I spoke
to one man who said he had been bullied all
the way through school as living in a ‘mud
hut’, but now he understood why his home
was made of clay and saw it as something
really special, something to be proud of.
The best restoration projects are not at
their core about bricks and mortar, they’re
about people and places. Obviously as
an architect I regard buildings as hugely
important, but building is a cultural activity
and culture is about people, their ideas and
values. Cultural objects, whether buildings,
books or paintings, are merely an expression
of these ideas and values.
This restoring of local cultural capital is
more than restoring the fabric of a building.
It’s about reinstating and reinforcing the
values of people as well. Places and people
– you can’t separate them if you want
communities to work. If you focus on only
one or the other you will only have partial
success. This is something the National
Trust for Scotland and our Building
Preservation Trusts are able to do so well;
sustaining our diversity and working with
communities. It’s why this project has been
recognised with seven awards, including a
Europa Nostra, the European Union’s prize
for cultural heritage.
tom morton rias
arc architects

© National Trust for Scotland

and the research community to develop
cheap, simple, low carbon materials that
can be used to develop a contemporary
vernacular architecture.
This was the context in which we
approached Logie. The building was in a
bad way when we got to it. Decayed and
deformed, partly collapsed, full of rot, it
would not have stood another winter. Over
a year we carefully picked it apart and put
it back together again. We recycled the old
clay and dug some out of the field next door
– and we gradually reinstated it, not to it’s
original condition, but to something pretty
close.
We took great care to repair the building
with minimal loss of original material.
We were also careful in using compatible
materials to upgrade it to a comfortable
condition for modern living; we used
recycled newspaper and hemp fibre as
insulation, which keeps the building warm
whilst still allowing it to breathe.
This project was a mixture of expert
conservation and back-to-basics techniques.
We could not have achieved this without
rare craft skills that have been gently
sustained over the last 15 years by Historic
Scotland through small training grants
and research projects. Earlier this year the
contractor, Little & Davie, was rewarded
with the National Craftsperson of the Year
Award for its work on this project.
A key aspect of this project was that it
was vested in the local community. While
we used some specialists, the bulk of the
work was done by a small local joinery firm.
Alongside the repairs we ran training days
for local people, local schools, for
professionals and officials. This awareness
raising should mean that when clay is

arc architects
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Readers of this journal
will be aware that over
the last few months
the Incorporation’s
drawings collection has
been greatly enhanced
by contributions from a
number of our esteemed
Honorary Fellows.
These acquisitions will
decorate the route
down to our new subbasement meeting room,
which is scheduled for
completion in the early
part of 2011. neil baxter
describes the selection
here.
To date, eight of our international architect
Fellows have submitted drawings or signed
prints to join the collection. In addition,
the renowned fashion designer Bernat
Klein gifted the fine floral oil painting
which featured in the summer issue of
the journal. We also have promises from a
further four Honorary Fellows to submit
significant works.
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ian ritchie cbe
The eighteen etchings submitted by Ian
Ritchie vary from representations of
complete buildings and structures to
carefully delineated details of key technical
components which become ciphers to
represent the whole work. The collection
also includes etchings of three items of
furniture, again delineated in simple black

line against a white ground. The only note
of colour in the whole collection is the tiny
red figure whose appropriately thespian
gesture describes the scale of Ian Ritchie
Architects’ temporary home for the RSC.
By reducing his major buildings to their
essence, Ritchie is simultaneously depicting
the philosophical driver of his vision in

each case and rendering them abstract,
almost poetic. It is therefore thoroughly
appropriate that each image is accompanied
by lines of verse. These verses will be
incorporated alongside each etching when
this extraordinary collection is framed.
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Robert Venturi
There is a tendency to associate great
architects with seminal works, irrespective
of how many major projects of world
importance each may have produced. The
connection of Robert Venturi with the
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starkly simple compressed elevation of
the house he designed for his mother is
axiomatic. With Richard Rogers it is the
Centre Pompidou and with Nick Grimshaw,
the mid-career Waterloo Terminal. It is a

particularly happy outcome of our request
for signature works, that each of these
architects has delivered illustrations of these
key projects. These pieces are “signature” in
more than one sense of the term.
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Lord rogers
of riverside
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sir Nicholas Grimshaw
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Álvaro Siza
Álvaro Siza’s contribution is an intense,
rapid expression of an idea. His sketch for
the Faculty of Economy at the University
of Seoul is a vivid rendition of buildings cut
into the landscape.

23

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY A U T U M N 2 010

Lord Foster
of thames bank

The Chesa Futura in St. Moritz combines
computer design with timber building in
an extraordinary departure for Norman
Foster. Completed in 2003, the building is an
argument for increasing urban density and
sustaining indigenous building techniques
through boldly innovative architecture.
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Moshe Safdie
Safdie’s depiction of the Science Center and
Children’s Museum in Wichita, Kansas by
Moshe Safdie & Associates is a rendered
sketch of the intersecting geometric forms
of the building, reflected in the river fronting the development. The image is vigorous
and appropriately joyful in its execution.
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richard meier
Much closer to home is Richard Meier’s
large context drawing for his proposal for
the Scottish Parliament. Reflective of a key
moment in Scotland’s architectural history,
this work, by arguably the best known
among the runners up, is a hand rendered
drawing by a true international master.

26

A U T U M N 2 010 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

Tadao Ando
The two large lithographs given by Tadao
Ando are complex, rectilinear renderings
out of intensely dark blue grounds. Each
depicts buildings of spare modernity,
strongly delineated within the abstracted
contours of their settings.
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SCOTLAND’S HOUSING EXPO

minor miracle and major opportunity
Regular contributor Ian Stuart Campbell looks
back on the summer festival.
“Don’t you love it when a plan comes together?”
The A-team who created the Scottish Housing Expo at Milton
of Leys in August can justifiably enjoy a swagger and be proud of
their work. It was amazing for a number of reasons. Obviously, the
organisers and the architects, who became involved in the original
competition in January 2007, focused their crystal balls on the
sustainability agenda and energy issues. Seeking to design ‘houses
for the future’ they could not have predicted what the immediate
future held. The world-wide banking crisis and what became known
as the ‘credit crunch’ ensured that financial borrowing for major
building projects became scarce and expensive. Plans to build
and test the winning designs of the RIAS organised competition
for what was originally entitled the Highland Housing Fair were
therefore forcibly shelved and, in a spirit of procrastination, the
vision for Scotland’s first showcase of architect designed housing
could easily have been completely lost.
The tenacity at Expo, to push for a revised construction
programme and for the show to be rescheduled for 2010, must have
held continuing financial and political risks for the team, given the
depth of the recession. Again, however, when that final decision
to forge ahead was actually taken, it is unlikely that anyone could
then have foreseen the weather over the coming winter of 2009
and early 2010. Record snowfalls, low temperatures and adverse
conditions continued well into spring 2010. Considering this
background, it is hard to imagine a more challenging time to build
over 50 innovative new models for future housing in the Scottish
Highlands, to the designs by more than 27 different architects.
The resulting Expo was therefore a minor miracle and a major
opportunity for Scots and others interested in housing. Visitors
could experience and discuss architect designed alternatives to the
tedious yet ubiquitous roughcast box with its concrete tiled lid.
All the display houses aimed to provide practical solutions but the
architect tag did raise expectations that they would be out of the
ordinary.
The new community built for Expo at Milton of Leys deals
with layout, thresholds and external spaces. It presents a variety of
economic models from affordable housing, family and whole life
housing to live/work studio units via the masterplan by Cadell2. A
central ‘village green’, off a tree-lined avenue, is enclosed by groups
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of individual houses and has shared use lanes and bridges linking
out into the surrounding countryside. Two terraces of four houses
along the southern boundary of the site provide an urban edge on
arrival from the main road. Further into the site, little clusters of
houses and linear groups refer loosely to more traditional Scottish
patterns of rural settlement.
The masterplan succeeds in giving a degree of cohesion to
the variety of forms on site and provides gaps and vistas through
which to glimpse varied rooflines, and the rich mixture of colours
and textures elsewhere on the site. During the public exhibition
throughout August the site was a pedestrian area, with the street
furniture and textures positively reinforcing opportunities for
social gatherings and informal children’s play areas. It will be
interesting to monitor whether this model for a twenty first century
settlement can grow organically in due course and whether the
‘shared use’ of access roads for business users, domestic visitors
and residents will be able to accommodate expansion.
A majority of the Expo homes adopt and adapt a reasonably
traditional, domestic, four square walls with pitched roof form.
Variations in elevational treatments and approaches to fenestration
give variety and richness to the new street scenes. Most distinctive
perhaps, is jmarchitects’ Stealth Terrace, finished in exposed
synthetic rubber membrane. The matt black appearance on a dry
sunny day is surprisingly attractive, although a complex mesh of
bright chandlery and tension wires over the entire wall and roof
area is starting to support climbing ivy in a vertical garden. This
block presumably will ultimately appear as a one and a half storey
‘hedge’ with windows. Very green?
There are angular architectural forms and irregular roof
pitches, but mercifully, given the sustainability brief there is no
forest of towering windmills or glacier banks of solar panels. Most
competitors focused on designing for energy-efficient lifestyles,
and sustainable material sources. Each house displayed a data
card with internal floor area, room types and predicted annual
energy performance/running cost for heating (from a SAP rating).
Running costs for heating of around £50 per annum are predicted
for the smallest flats (around 50 metres square), but generally the
predictions range from £100 to £350 per annum in respect of the
larger houses up to 165 metres square.
While many visitors to Expo were clearly invigorated and
impressed by the external style and image of the estate, much of
the conversation within the houses was inevitably focused on the

neil baxter

kirsty ward
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energy cost predictions. We are all experts with experience and
opinions on energy costs and all of the exhibition houses offer
tempting savings over the normal UK annual running costs.
Comparison is not completely straightforward, however. The
figures do not take account of personal taste or lifestyle issues,
nor do they reflect any designed flexibility and unique usefulness
of the internal space. Again, all visitors to Expo appeared to have
confident opinions on interior design and layout and were also
eager to participate in this design dialogue.
Quite a few of the architects’ designs have inverted traditional
living by locating reception rooms on the upper floor, with
bedrooms, bathrooms and utility spaces at ground. While this
provides public rooms with spectacular roof volumes, top light
opportunities and optimises the excellent views out from the site,
it does create less convenient relationships between gardens and
public rooms and kitchens and front doors.
Another recurring innovation used by many of the winning
architects was to design circulation and entrance halls as flexible
and useable space, large enough for seating, desk or play areas. A
number of these more popular designs link the upper and lower
levels via an open atrium and balcony, which adds an unusual
dramatic impact. Inevitably, however, this will either increase the
overall size and costs of the house, or will lose bedroom space,
which is clearly not a popular option in today’s market.
Another theme explored extensively by some built examples is
the relationship between outdoor and indoor space. The garden as
an extension of the house is linked on a number of these examples
by full height sliding glazed doors and folding screens. The most
dramatic even manage to combine the opening screen with a
full double height atrium space, connecting both the upper and
lower levels directly to their garden. This clearly will work more

successfully on some sites and orientations than others. The
ambition to achieve an architectural character and identifiable
form for the overall development has produced quite a dense and
intimate layout, which in some cases compromises garden sizes
compared to expectations for this rural setting. Presumably this is
why some house types also feature a rather urban roof terrace or
balcony form adjacent to bedrooms.
While the designed flexibility within most of the houses at
Expo will easily accommodate increasing home working patterns,
there are also a number of innovative designs for more serious live
/ work units on the site. These proposals are integrated within the
masterplan and include annexed studio spaces and workshops
which anticipate business activity and presumably ultimate
expansion with success.
The promoters and the designers have worked hard to produce
design solutions and inspiration for a variety of current lifestyle
models.
The pressure under which this first Scottish Expo was
created may have restricted refinements and probably impeded
all the usual value engineering, which could have improved
the products. Nevertheless, the buildings are here, people of all
ages clearly enjoying walking through various interpretations
of new sustainable domestic architecture and some animated
conversations proved that people do indeed care and are interested
in design.
The real challenge for Expo is now on. The buildings have to
be occupied, used and monitored. There needs to be published
analysis and feedback on performance and cost information. In
short, the spirit of Expo needs to continue. It needs to expand
and develop and become a regular fixture on the architectural
calendar.
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SCOTLAND’S HOUSING EXPO

Planning consultant Richard Heggie, who spoke
at the IAA/RIAS seminar at the Housing Expo,
offers his impressions of the site.
The Expo experience was the urban equivalent of the Mary
Celeste. Were these houses awaiting occupation or had they just
been evacuated? Where had all the builders gone and why hadn’t
they finished their work? Who were all these people eating home
baking and playing giant outdoor games of Connect 4? It was a bit
like a one-off gala day at Argyll’s abandoned village of Polphail.
It’s a real shame that the combined forces of the ‘crunch’,
inclement weather and a steep learning curve led the Expo into
the Scottish Construction Projects Hall of Fame, a junior partner
to the Scottish Parliament and the Edinburgh Trams Project.
Commendable efforts were made to complete the development
on time. Ultimately, it was a souped-up building site plagued by
rushed workmanship.
Despite all that, I wholeheartedly congratulate everyone
involved in somehow snatching victory from the jaws of defeat
and making this event an unlikely success. On both my visits,
the site was teeming with professionals, politicians, students and
academics, all engaging in lively debate. There were even loads
of real people there. The sun shone, music played and the event
became what no architect had envisaged when first putting felt tip
to rear of envelope - a good day out for the family. Any event that
brings accessible architecture to the general population deserves
enormous credit.
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The houses themselves slot Monopoly-like into Johnny Cadell’s
master plan. Some day, when the hard surfaces, landscaping,
boundary enclosures and empty plots are all complete, we’ll be
able to gauge the success of the urban design and master planning
work. With so much left undone, parts of the site still look like a
loose collection of vaguely related houses. It’s a useful reminder to
us all that buildings alone don’t make a quality urban environment.
Had the development been complete, the house-buying public
might have understood more clearly the distinct sense of place
which the Expo team aimed to create.
Fortunately for Malcolm Fraser, his detached and semis
sat neatly alongside a landscaped swale, close to a road edge,
with a few simple timber fencing enclosures tying them to the
surrounding ground. Here, it was possible to see a street taking
shape. Understated detailing, good finishes and a traditional
house shape with a practical floor plan placed these houses high
in the popular vote. They might even draw aspirational families
from soulless volume builder coops to distinctive, dignified living
in one simple step.
The Secret Garden, a house by Skye based Rural Design, was
equally well received. This welcoming, liveable property carefully
placed a vernacular Scottish Highland cottage on top of a confident
and contemporary larger structure, blessed with local materials
and compact but flexible interior space. An act of immaculate
balance - which is just as well in the circumstances.
There were some stinkers too, but let’s not dwell on those.
Much of the exterior design was suitably provocative, evocative or

all photos: ian stuart campbell
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attractive, taking the Expo beyond the ordinary. Nothing startling
but the odd rubber sheath at jmarchitects’ Stealth Terrace or
routered daisy motif at a+j burridge’s Flower House offered quirky
distractions here and there. Our First Minister visited the site
more than once and was reportedly quick to appreciate the charms
of AIM’s Woodrock house, which blends contemporary rectilinear
boxes with homely detailing.
The real horrors materialised when the threshold was crossed.
Circulation spaces were often inconvenient, distant views rarely
exploited, clumsy detailing and finishing, poorly positioned
windows often used as unnecessary design features, narrow rooms
to minimum space standards and double height lounge spaces
punctured by pointless balconies. All these concerns were voiced by
lay people who came in search of inspiration and too often failed to
find it. Sadly, many questioned the credentials of the architects. It’s
certainly disappointing that so few houses combined a successful
skin with a comfortable and fully functional floor plan.
The furnished interiors were most popular. Even the outsized
bling packed by Tulloch Homes into Bracewell Stirling’s Modular
House drew appreciative gasps from some. This Tulloch promoted
plot and Keppie’s house for Robertson reflected their mainstream
patronage. How do we persuade volume builders to fully embrace
architectural quality and abandon bland suburban sprawl? The
Expo is a helpful intervention but its potential as a catalyst for
change hasn’t been fully realised.
Still, we should learn lessons and do it again soon. Next
time, the Scottish Government’s Planning and Architecture &

Place Divisions should commit their full weight and showcase
our national design and place making agendas. Choosing a site
which can be integrated into a settlement, reached on foot and
served by sustainable transport, would be a start. Would a more
central location maximise attendance and impact? Stirling? Perth?
Falkirk?
Hopefully by Expo 2, Sust.’s efforts will have helped to develop
supply chains and a manufacturing base providing sustainable
materials and technologies from truly local sources. Following on
from renewables this could be Scotland’s next arena for sustainable
economic growth - an integrated forestry, production, energy and
construction loop.
The ‘crunch’ scuppered a planned role for the private sector in
this event. Expo 2 should directly challenge the volume builders by
adopting them as key partners in a post-recession follow up. They
should be asked to prove they can deliver enlightened development
within the terms of the Scottish Government’s National Outcomes.
Why should our vision of a fairer, more civilised society apply only
to public agencies?
Finally, having learned from the Expo, we should all ask
ourselves how we can better promote and achieve design quality
and a sustainable future for our buildings and communities. If we
don’t do it then who will?
Richard Heggie is Director of the
Edinburgh planning and urban design
consultancy Urban Animation and the RTPI’s UK
Planning Consultant of the Year.
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ground floor plan, plot 27 // malcolm fraser architects

plot 22 // malcolm fraser architects

plot 27 // malcolm fraser architects

Alison Blamire RIAS of Arcade Architects
proposes comprehensive post-event feedback
to ensure the Expo has ‘legs’.

I enjoyed my visit to the Expo and well done to everyone involved
for their hard work in getting it up and running. It’s clearly still a
work in progress but I see this as a positive thing. Until the houses
are all finished and occupied it’s not really a ‘place’ and it’ll take a
few years for the landscape to settle in. This process also reminds
people that Rome wasn’t built in a day! Perhaps it’s an antidote to
instant culture – a new member of the ‘Slow’ movement?
The Expo really is a terrific resource for our industry and a
great opportunity for the Scottish Government and A+DS to get
its message across on placemaking, good design and sustainability.
It would be wonderful if we could in due course have a publication
– online and / or in print – that documents the entire process
as well as full details of the houses, including post-occupancy

PLOT 27 by MALCOLM FRASER ARCHITECTS WON THE
VOTE FOR THE PUBLIC’S FAVOURITE BUILDING ON
SITE
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first floor plan, plot 27 // malcolm fraser architects

evaluations, from all participants’ points of view. It could be
something that starts and grows online as info is added, including
visitors’ comments gathered via the ‘conch shell’ (the mobile
communications project which was on site during the Expo), and
by other means. It’s a research project in its own right and if I could
support that in any way I’d be glad to. The Scottish Government
certainly should!
As an architect, I’d be interested in the overall layout and
design coding, landscape and control of cars, plans, sections,
construction details for each house type, as well as details and
objective measured data on sustainability. As I was going round,
I ran into a farmer who designs (!) and builds houses somewhere
in the North East. He was hoping to learn about innovative

construction techniques and details of what the walls, floors and
roofs were made of. He wasn’t really considering improving the
design or layout of his houses but I think the Expo gave him a
chance to have his eyes opened to that possibility. I imagine too
that there’s a client/ house builder/developer perspective and, in
due course, there’ll be occupants to feedback their experience too.
Even following its public exhibition period the Expo will still
have the ‘legs’ to be a great resource and learning tool. Poundbury
may not be everyone’s cup of tea architecturally but what is
exemplar about it is how has been used to educate and inform a
load of people over the years since it was built. Can we emulate this
for a modern settlement?
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composting

SCOTLAND’S HOUSING EXPO
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salads

wild flowers

rowan

espallier fruits

fallow

brassicas

ryegrass

herbs

spuds

wood burner

external sinks

waste for garden

sliding door
roof glazing over

kitchen

parking (2 cars)

up

living

sliding wall

utility
outgoing waste

dining

lobby
wc

service space

up

study
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ground floor plan, hebridean house // rural design

east elevation, hebridean house // rural design
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Wil Tunnel RIAS of WT Architecture offers
a personal reflection on Rural Design’s
Hebridean House
The farthest flung corner of the Expo contained Rural Design’s
Hebridean House, an understated but polished creation planned
efficiently and sensitively. There is something quite 1970’s retro
about it, not in a mannered sense, rather in the way it revisits
ideas such as the carport and bed platforms. There is nothing naff
about these here though. The upper floor of the rectangular plan
slides sideways off the ground floor to shelter the carport at one
end, and allow roof lights in the living room ceiling at the other.
Like the millions of unused garages across the country the carport

is probably too useful a space to waste on a car and, in this case,
it is also a pleasant transition space between the street and the
private garden.
The slope of the site is well exploited by split levels which make
the house feel more expansive than it actually is and the nicely
arranged landing space is treated to a whopping window with a
view that affords it my prize for ‘most likely to be used circulation
space’ at the Expo. A thoroughly thought-through section means
that the bed platforms are not tight dusty shelves, but feel like real
extensions to the bedrooms. Detailing is elegant but robust and
there is no doubt the house also benefitted from the trump card of
a careful fit out by Ikea.
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Glasgow
Landmarks
Early in 2010 the Incorporation was
commissioned by the Mackintosh Heritage
Group to inaugurate a landmarks project
for Glasgow along similar lines to the long
running and highly successful Chicago
Landmarks scheme. The proposition was
that, by listing and marking 50 buildings or
structures as a “top 50” for the city, interest
and appreciation of the quality of the city’s
architecture and the role of built heritage
in attracting visitors would be enhanced.
The selected buildings will feature in trails,
leaflets, online interpretation and iPhone
applications. Over the next few months
each building will be marked by distinctive
plaques created by the artist, Rachel George,
highlighting their inclusion in the list and
providing architects names and completion
dates.
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Given the concentration of buildings of
architectural, historic or social significance
in the city, the selection of a representative
list was never going to be easy. It was agreed
at the outset that the list should include
works of significance from the main phases
of Glasgow’s development. The list should
also be representative of the breadth of
building types across the city and the
selection of buildings would not be restricted
to the city centre but reflect the sprawl of
the conurbation and the important works
to be found in peripheral areas. From the
outset it was quite apparent that a number
of key buildings would feature on anyone’s
list. These included the Cathedral, the City
Chambers and Kelvingrove Art Gallery &
Museum, always the favourite in any polling
of Glaswegians.

Various mechanisms for public
participation were considered. While there
was some concern that a list generated by
public vote might not have the desired focus
on architectural excellence, it was agreed
that an open nomination system, promoted
primarily through the Evening Times,
would generate a long list. This list would
then be reviewed by a panel representing
the Heritage Group and supporters
including the Mackintosh Society, Historic
Scotland, Visit Scotland, the City Heritage
Trust, the Glasgow Building Preservation
Trust, Glasgow City Council, Glasgow City
Marketing Bureau and the funders of the
endeavour, Scottish Enterprise.
By the end of three weeks of public
polling, the list of nominees ran to 157.
Although some buildings had multiple
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nominations it had been agreed at the outset
that all nominees would be considered and
judged on the key criteria. This selection was
primarily on architectural merit, with social
and historical significance coming into play
towards ensuring a list of buildings which
would be readily accepted by Glaswegians,
including some choices which would
encourage debate, though hopefully not too
much dissent.
Predictably, around half of the final
list is from the Victorian era, the period of
greatest growth and change in Glasgow’s
built and social fabric. Among the buildings
on the city’s periphery is Castlemilk Stables,
whose restoration in 2007 won a plethora
of awards including the RIAS Andrew
Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award.
Provanhall in Easterhouse, a gem of a

medieval prebendary manse, also features.
There are also and deservedly, no less than
four buildings from Govan, two of them,
Govan Old Parish Church and the Pearce
Institute, by the Incorporation’s founder Sir
Robert Rowand Anderson.
Recent works on the list include the
Burrell Building, Foster’s Clyde Auditorium
and Zaha Hadid’s Riverside Museum,
which is not due to come out of its wrapper
until Spring 2011. The inclusion of Ibrox
Stadium, one of the most popular public
choices might raise some eyebrows,
although its architect, Archibald Leitch,
was the preeminent stadium designer of
his era and this is the most important
surviving example of his work. Another
wildcard, although undoubtedly a very
appropriate choice, is Gratton and McLean’s

Barrowlands Ballroom from 1960. This
hugely popular east-end venue incorporates
a neon sign which was itself the subject of a
competition at the time. Despite its perhaps
questionable architectural credentials, after
50 years of brazenly flashing out its message
to the citizens of Glasgow, Barrowlands has
undoubtedly earned its place in Glasgow’s
“top 50”.
neil baxter

For the full list visit
www.glasgowlandmarks.org.uk
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Collier
place
In the summer issue of RIAS Quarterly the
practice responsible for this RIBA winning
project was incorrectly attributed.
As an apology for this editorial lapse
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niddrie mills & st francis joint campus
community buildings
new public square
new housing by Elder and Cannon
masterplan of future residential developments
existing railway
railway line
staff parking
playing fields
sensory garden
playground

we have offered some space for authors
of Collier Place, Elder and Cannon
architects, to outline the background to the
development.

schools

spaces

windows

The site of this new school and housing is a very large cleared area
particular character of the street as a residential mews-type place.
Spaces
Schoolsdeprived Craigmillar in Edinburgh. Together
within historically
Located on a linear site to the eastWindows
of the new joint campus
these elements seek to establish a primer for the redevelopment
for Niddrie Mill and St Francis Primary Schools, Collier Street is
of the area. The school itself signals a new era through the coming
the second phase (so far constructed) of a substantial regeneration
together of an existing non-denominational school (Niddrie Mills)
and redevelopment of the Craigmillar area.
and Roman Catholic school (St Francis) to form a new campus for
The street follows the eastern edge of the school and is
the benefit of the whole community.
characterised by an approach of shared surfacing and openness
These two projects form an early part of the wider Wauchope
that encourages the new housing to engage with the life of the
Square Masterplan by Page \ Park Architects, which establishes
school, the interaction enriching the newly forming community
hierarchy, grain, scale and a rich and varied grouping of places.
and together forming a cohesive whole. A variety of house types are
This has been developed in conjunction with the support and
explored within the 22 unit development, varying from detached
positive input of the Urban Regeneration Company and the
two and a half storey house units through to the reinterpretation
client, PARC Craigmillar, whose ambition has been to create an
of the traditional ‘four in a block’ model and a variety of terraced
exemplar inclusive sustainable community. The development of
units. The aim was to create new homes of individual character
both projects in parallel presented the opportunity to explore the
expressed within a clearly legible whole, where a dialogue in
potential relationship between the two typologies and became an
material, colour and form is created between the housing and the
interesting study on the potential of the ‘Home Zone’ principle.
new school opposite.
The shared campus primary school sits at the focal point of this
Interesting forms and scales are explored internally where the
masterplan, terminating the vista and defining and re-establishing
sections have been manipulated to provide a variety of increased
the view from the principle street and thoroughfare - Niddrie
ceiling heights, including one and a half storey and two storey high
Mains Drive. The articulation of the building holds the street
volumes.
edge on the corner of the new public square and forms an edge of
The whole scheme responds appropriately to the masterplan,
the new mews lane, Collier Street, while forming a civic presence
recognising and forming clearly legible street patterns, vistas and
required by the important location within the masterplan.
corners and engages with the new school opposite to generate a
The project offers a unique situation within the masterplan
rich variety of activity around clearly defined public and private
where the life of the school can begin to inform the life of the
spaces.
residential street through the positioning of external teaching
Elder and Cannon were appointed in 2005 and work
areas. This opportunity for a dialogue between both sides of the
commenced on site in early 2007. The project was completed
street is expressed in terms of form, scale, robust and durable
through two parallel Design and Build Contracts, the joint campus
materiality and grain which affects a coherent and cohesive part
school completing in August 2008 and the housing in April 2009.
of the masterplan but which derives its own identity as an urban
form through tighter proximities. This compactness defines the
Tom Connolly RIAS, Elder and Cannon architects
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Andrew Merrylees:

Around the World in 80 Watercolours
“Why have I never been bored? For
more than fifty years I have never
ceased to work.”
Henri Matisse
The motto of the French painter, who also
believed that “work is a cure for everything,”
could be an appropriate philosophy for
Andrew Merrylees. Fellow of the RIAS
and Academician with the Royal Scottish
Academy he continues to work well into
his seventies; the house architect for the
Scottish Arts Club in Edinburgh he is also
currently involved in a research project
with the University of Strathclyde. A highly
respected architect and artist, Andrew
firmly believes that each discipline has
always informed the other; the architect’s
eye enriching his artistic vision and the
artistic sensibility enhancing his designs.
Certainly throughout a distinguished
career in private practice, which has
included a partnership with Sir Basil
Spence, Glover & Ferguson before he
founded Andrew Merrylees Associates in
1985 (which became Andrew Merrylees,
Grierson + Robertson in 1994 and later
merged with Hypostyle in 2001), his
sketchbook has been ever-ready. “I always
carry a sketchbook; I keep it as a kind of
diary. From the sketches I sometimes work
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up paintings and my sketches have always
informed my design process. Effectively, it
is a continuum but each element is freestanding”, he explains.
Alongside successes in architecture
(major projects include University buildings at Heriot-Watt, Dublin, Liverpool,
Newcastle and Aston in Birmingham,
the Scottish HQ for the Automobile
Association, the Edinburgh Sorting Office
for the Post Office, the National Library of
Scotland, the British Golf Museum at St.
Andrews, Motherwell Heritage Centre and
Dundee Science Centre) he has acquired
a reputation as an accomplished artist. A
founder member of the Scottish Society
of Architect Artists he has exhibited across
the UK and in France. A solo exhibition
at the RSA comprised the outcome of a
short course he took with Alfons Bytautas
at Edinburgh Printmakers Workshop to
learn the process of photo-polymer etching;
Andrew subsequently created a series of
beautiful etchings of street life in Paris.
In 2009 he set out with his wife
Maie on a world cruise to celebrate their
Golden Wedding anniversary, effectively
embarking on a 21st century ‘Grand Tour.’
His sketchbook was a constant companion.
While he was inspired by some iconic sights
he usually stepped niftily off the tourist trail

to find less familiar views; a ‘big red truck’ in
New York City; Rose’s $10 store in Grenada;
a leather outlet in Uruguay; a ‘White Horse’
taxi in Lima; a sewing shop in Pago Pago;
washing day in Samoa; a Japanese florist;
the Souk Arsa in Dubai; an air conditioning
unit in Salalah.
“My interest is in the built environment,
man-made things and the impact of nature
and human nature on these things,” he
muses. “If you look at an elevation you
draw a window but you then see all the
human interaction with it; there may
be a reflection, the curtains are pulled, a
pot plant is placed on the sill, someone is
hanging out of the window…. As architects
we have to become aware of the life that
evolves out of what we design, that is what
enhances the architecture.”
As soon as he got home Andrew went
to work transforming these ‘snapshots’
into a series of watercolours; it struck him
that creating a total of 80 was the logical
conclusion. The result is the forthcoming
exhibition, ‘Around the World in 80
Watercolours’, an absorbing and intricately
worked series of unique observations. The
exhibition can be viewed at the Scottish
Arts Club in Rutland Square, Edinburgh
from 18th November.
Sharon McCord
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keith hunter
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15 fiscavaig, isle of skye // rural design

Saltire Society Housing Design Awards
The Saltire Society has presented its 2010 Housing Design Awards,
which recognise and reward excellence and innovation in the best
house building, masterplanning and housing design in Scotland.
Scottish Culture Minister Fiona Hyslop presented the awards at a
ceremony in Edinburgh in September.
Skye practice Rural Design’s timber house at Fiscavaig won an
award in the ‘Private Dwelling – New Build’ category and had the
distinction of being the first ever recipient of the ‘Saltire Medal’.
The Saltire Medal is a special award and cash prize chosen by John
McAslan, the inaugural guest chair of the awards. The new accolade
was introduced as part of a raft of changes to this year’s scheme.
John McAslan congratulated the extremely high quality
of entry to this year’s scheme and explained his choice for the
inaugural Saltire Medal: “The quality of entries for this year’s Saltire
Society Housing Design Awards was extremely high, which made
the final selection a difficult exercise. The Medal winner, Fiscavaig,
stood out for its innovative use of materials and design which
took account of its surroundings and setting. The standard of
architecture currently being produced in Scotland is extraordinary
and Fiscavaig is a perfect example.”
Colin Andrew Smith Architect’s spectacularly situated ‘Rock
House’ in Perthshire picked up an award in the same category as
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Fiscavaig and the judges also commended Roxburgh McEwan’s
‘Bookend Cottage’ in Tobermory.
In what has been another year of financial austerity for
architects and housebuilders alike, it was perhaps unsurprising
that the ‘Renovations, Alterations and Extensions’ section received
numerous submissions, with studioKAP in Glasgow scooping
two awards for projects in Glasgow and Lochgilphead. Archial
Architects were also awarded in this category for their renovation
and conversion of the ‘Clocktower’ building, an imposing former
jute mill on Dundee’s waterfront.
In the ‘Large Scale Housing Development’ section Elder and
Cannon Architects picked up both an award and a commendation
for projects in Clydebank and Edinburgh. The shortlisted project in
the ‘Small Scale Housing Development’ was Gokay Deveci’s ‘Tigh
Na Cladach’ in Dunoon, which received a commendation from the
judging panel.
Culture Minister Fiona Hyslop stressed the importance of
schemes like the Saltire Society’s in ensuring a diverse, innovative
housing stock for Scotland, commenting; “I was delighted to
see a dramatic increase in the number of entries for this year’s
Awards. This interest demonstrates that the industry shares this
Government’s ambitions for better quality housing in Scotland.
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clocktower, dundee // archial architects ltd

queen’s gate, clydebank // elder and cannon architects

rock house, kenmore // colin andrew smith architect

sutherland avenue // studioKAP

Given the economic pressures facing society as a whole, it is
important that we see good design as a means to provide good
value. Crucially, good design allows us the opportunity to deliver
more for less.”
The 2010 awards and commendations are:

Commendation
Bookend Cottage, Tobermory, Roxburgh McEwan Architects

saltire medal
15 Fiscavaig, Isle of Skye, Rural Design

Renovations, Alterations and Extensions
Awards
Auchoish Steading, Lochgilphead, studioKAP
Clocktower, Dundee, Archial Architects Ltd
Sutherland Avenue, Pollockshields, studioKAP

Large Scale Housing Development
Award
Queen’s Gate, Clydebank, Elder and Cannon Architects

Commendations
Circus Lane, Edinburgh, WT Architects
Russell Place, Edinburgh, Arcade Architects

Commendations
Inglis Point, Edinburgh, Oberlanders Architects
Ravelston Terrace, Edinburgh, Allan Murray Architects
Wauchope Square Phase Two, Elder and Cannon Architects

Small Scale Housing Development
(In association with CIH Scotland)
Commendation
Tigh-na-Cladach (House by the Shore), Dunoon, Gokay Deveci
Architect

Private Dwelling – New Build
Awards
15 Fiscavaig, Isle of Skye, Rural Design
Rock House, Kenmore, Colin Andrew Smith Architect

For more information on the awards, the Saltire
Society and the judging panel visit the Saltire
Society Website www.saltiresociety.org.uk
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N:S Section, 15 fiscavaig, isle of skye // rural design
15 Fiscavaig - N/S Section 1:100

ground floor plan, rock house, kenmore // colin andrew smith architect
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site plan, queen’s gate, clydebank // elder & cannon architects

west elevation, Auchoish Steading // studiokap

south elevation, sutherland avenue // studiokap
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a recurring theme...
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switzerland
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biblioteca militare federale // corb, geneva

elegant utility // what visiting architects do

comparing notes

The invitation from the Swiss Government,
courtesy of Scottish Consul General,
Reto Renggli, for a delegation, led by the
President RIAS, to visit Bern and Geneva,
offered the opportunity to compare Swiss
architectural practice with our own. At the
behest of our Swiss hosts the group included
an architectural journalist, a representative
of the Scottish Government’s architectural
directorate and a senior officer from
Historic Scotland.
Predictably, over the five days of the
visit, from 7th - 12th September, everything,
particularly the public transport, ran
almost to the second of an extraordinarily
full itinerary. What was very apparent was
that it is not simply the precision of their
infrastructure which differentiates the
Swiss from much of the rest of Europe, but
the economic climate and most pertinently,
given the focus of the group and the
programme, their construction industry.
There is a widely held belief in
Switzerland that a still buoyant construction sector has played a key role in
their avoidance of the economic downturn
currently assailing every other European
nation. Some might claim that staying
outwith the European Union will have
played to the benefit of the Swiss. However,
the fact that they have a cooperation protocol
which is manifest in their adherence to
EU procurement legislation substantially
undermines such an argument. As our

itinerary was firmly focused on architectural endeavour, specifically the twin themes
of conservation and sustainability, our
delegation’s suspicion that Swiss bankers
might have acted with more prudence than
their counterparts elsewhere in Europe
remains in the realm of surmise.
One particularly revealing moment,
highlighting the significant difference
between what continues to be a very buoyant architectural economy and our own,
which has all the buoyancy of the HMS
Poseidon, was a casual, over dinner, remark
by one of the senior Swiss architects.
Responding to an informal enquiry as
to the effects of the financial downturn
on architectural incomes, his pained
expression indicated that Swiss fee levels
too are suffering. “Sometimes as low as
15%,” he muttered, disconsolately. The fact
that fee levels which haven’t been seen for
decades in the UK prevail in Switzerland
explained much about the exacting quality
of the projects visited during our sojourn.
After a warm-up briefing on how
effectively the Swiss government is
promoting the services of their architects
internationally, our first visits took us to
two converted factories. The Hochschule
der Künste is located in the former Schild
clothing factory. The architect’s approach
was minimal intervention. Stefan Lobsiger,
of Architekt Rolf Mühlethaler, explained
that their focus was on allowing the

substantial open plan work spaces and
connecting corridors, of similarly industrial
scale, to declare their heritage. The fact that
his raw material was a late 1950s factory of
elegantly spare, intelligent design prompted
his sensitive and careful reworking.
Vidmar, by contrast, is a sprawling
collection of buildings which once produced
safes and cash registers. Most of the
delegation was unaware until this visit and
our sight of the retained sand-hoppers that
sand is a key component in safe design.
Most of us had naively imagined that all
that weight was solid metal. The most
substantial element of the Vidmar complex,
a concrete-framed factory from 1940, was a
building of significantly less architectural
finesse than the Hochshule. However, the
task here was to consolidate the usage of
the building as a collection of studios and
small manufacturing units, a, perhaps
predictable, mix of graphic designers, artists,
print shops and of course, architects. The
surprise, in the midst of all of this, is a raw
300-seater contemporary theatre providing
a second performance space for Bern City
Theater.
Hardegg and Burgunderstrasse are
housing developments of substantially
different scales. The former consists of
a sinuous apartment block and six freestanding point blocks alongside a nursery
school and day care centre in a garden
setting. The architect, Silvio Ragaz, has
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hardegg

created buildings which address local
housing need in a parkland setting
on reclaimed land at the edge of the
city. Significantly smaller in scale,
Burgunderstrasse will provide sixty
apartments designed to the Swiss Minergie
sustainability standard within Switzerland’s
first car-free housing development area.
The central business district of Bern
demands an extraordinary premium for
apartments which are among the most
sought after in Switzerland. The density
of the area requires new build solutions
of extraordinary ingenuity behind the old
town facade which is protected by UNESCO
World Heritage status. Professor Hanspeter
Bürgi has adapted one of these burgage
plots with new apartments set around a
light well and incorporating mixed use with
a shop on the ground and first floor and a
design studio above.
The edge of town is no less rigorous
in its conservation demands. The Haus
Gantenbeine,
originally
constructed
in 1896, has recently been restored by
Flury und Rudolf Architekten, adopting
a highly sophisticated and painstaking
approach to reconstruction, insulation,
energy conservation and micro-generation
measures. The result is a three flat wooden
villa of profound simplicity and elegance
with fuel bills which would be the envy of
anyone in Scotland.
Library am Guisanplatz, the last visit
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Vidmar – not your average factory

of the schedule, took us to a neoclassical
former barracks building transformed into
the Swiss National Library for history,
the armed forces, civil protection, traffic,
energy, migration, environment and
commerce. Open to the public, this was a
final example of a renovation project of
seeming simplicity and truly world class.
The architects Andreas Furrer and Christoph
Stuber were, like every architect we met
on the visit, quietly understated in their
approach, unlike the senior librarian, an
extraordinarily impressive character whose
opening volley was a one-man re-enactment
of the last major conflict on Swiss soil,
including heroic declamations and even a
gutsy rendition of a martial anthem.
The final meeting in our formal
programme was with Michael Kaufmann
from the Federal Office of Energy. The Swiss
equivalent of a government minister, Mr
Kaufmann’s role is to oversee energy supply
and energy usage policy and to support the
drive towards best practice throughout
Switzerland. In response to highly specific
technical questioning from our delegation,
he supplied impressively precise, detailed
responses. The level of engagement with
such issues at the highest level within
Switzerland is, in large part, the reason for
their remarkable progress and leadership
on sustainability issues.
Part of the delegation headed homeward
on Saturday the 11th with a stalwart few,

determined architectural tourists funding
their own final night’s stay in Geneva
to continue their intense programme of
architectural tourism, led by our senior
delegate, Professor MacMillan. Just like the
buses in Bern, the ferries on Lake Geneva
operate to an extraordinarily accurate
timetable and ensured that the group
managed the contrasting delights of the
UN European HQ, the cathedral and the
impressively restored Corbusier apartment
block.
Key lessons from Switzerland? Firstly,
investing in architecture and paying
premium rates for professional expertise
delivers long term dividends. Secondly, not
only are the Swiss determined to employ
local talent at home, they also support
its exportation to the huge benefit of the
professional sector and the Swiss economy.
Thirdly, investment in construction,
whether public or private, delivers for the
whole economy.
Our delegation was hugely grateful
to the Swiss government for encouraging
cultural and professional exchange between
our nations. We couldn’t help feeling,
however, that we gained significantly more
from Switzerland than they might learn
from our own nation’s current approach.
David Dunbar PRIAS
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competitionS

£5,000 SELECT Sculpture Competition
Over the last few years the Royal Incorporation has had a very
constructive relationship with SELECT, the trade association for
the electrical installation industry in Scotland. SELECT has asked
if we could promote a fun competition for a work of sculpture on
a very tight budget for the courtyard at SELECT’s HQ at the Bush
Estate.
The brief
The proposed work should allude to electricity or the electrical
industry but its form, scale and materials are entirely at the
discretion of entrants. The total budget for the work is £5,000
(plus VAT if applicable). That budget should include for all costs
and fees. Entrants are asked to ensure that the work is stable,
safe and durable. The courtyard at SELECT’s HQ is a substantial,
predominantly grassed area (c. 90m x 70m). The ground should be
assumed to be stable with no extraordinary foundations required.
The work should be free-standing and may sit close to the buildings
or at a more remote location within the courtyard, dependant on
the scale and form of the work (exact location to be agreed after
winner selected). Any associated lighting will be the responsibility
of SELECT.
The competition is open to all RIAS Members and submissions
may come from individuals, groups or practices (as long as a senior
member of the team is an RIAS Member). It is acknowledged
that the written and visual information in this brief is limited;

however no further briefing will be supplied. It is not considered
that a visit to the site is required. However, SELECT will always
try to accommodate requests to visit its HQ. For an appointment
please contact Heather Martin at Heather.Martin@select.org.
uk. The copyright in any work will remain with its authors;
however SELECT will have the right to use images of the work
in promotional literature or publications in perpetuity with no
additional fee payable.
submissions/deadline
The deadline for this competition is Friday 26th November 2010 at
noon. Entries should be submitted to the RIAS, 15 Rutland Square,
Edinburgh, EH1 2BE on no more than two A3 pages with no name,
insignia or identifying mark on the front of drawings, although
name(s) and contact details (including telephone and email) must
be clearly marked on the reverse of each sheet. Drawn information
and text should be sufficient to explain the design and how it will
be implemented within the £5000 budget.
The judges for this competition will be RIAS President, David
Dunbar, SELECT Head of Specifier Relations, Tom Mitchell,
David Lawson of Oberlanders Architects (the authors of Select’s
HQ buildings) and internally renowned Scottish artist, Adrian
Wiszniewski. The decision of the judges will be final. It is proposed
that the work should proceed in 2011 to a timetable to be agreed
between SELECT and the winning architect(s).
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competitionS
malcolm fraser architects wins SSCI Competition
Malcolm Fraser Architects Ltd has won the Scottish Sustainable
Communities Initiative (SSCI) Design Ideas Competition, run by
the Scottish Government in partnership with Morston Assets Ltd.
Facilitated by RIAS Consultancy the two-part competition
sought design proposals from registered architects, in partnership
with developers/housebuilders, for a low carbon community at
Whitecross near Linlithgow. The project has been selected as an
exemplar by the Scottish Government as part of the SSCI.
From forty-one pre-qualification submissions the judges
selected a shortlist of five. The shortlisted practices were: Elder and
Cannon Architects, Gareth Hoskins Architects, HTA Architects,
Malcolm Fraser Architects and RMJM Scotland.
These practices prepared proposals towards interviews on 14th
October 2010. The shortlisted competition entries will be on public
display at the Urban Room at the ground floor of Edinburgh City
Council offices at Waverley Court, from 28th Oct. to 10th Nov.
Culture Minister Fiona Hyslop said, “The delivery of
high-quality sustainable housing is at the heart of what this
Government wants for communities across Scotland. The SSCI
design competition has illustrated the depth of design talent in
Scotland, with the five short-listed practices presenting bold and
challenging architecture.
“I am delighted that all of the submissions demonstrate
high-quality and creative solutions, taking account of commercial
viability and responding to the particular requirements of the
Whitecross site. These solutions showcase how innovative
responses can help deliver places of real and enduring value
in a time when the economic backdrop forces us all to be more
resourceful.
“The winning team of Malcolm Fraser Architects has submitted
an original and innovative proposal that I hope will be an important
exemplar for the design and construction sector and help deliver
low-carbon communities and sustainable economic growth for
Scotland.”
The Chair of the judging panel, David Page of Page \ Park
Architects, said, “A strong shortlist of architecture and development
teams competed for the first phase of the community extension for
Whitecross. Working to the masterplan conceived by Cadell2 the
five consortia explored variations on the themes of creating a new
sense of place on the site of a former brickworks near Linlithgow,
providing homes to meet the 2013 building regulations with their
requirement for a 40% reduction in CO2 production. This Scottish
Government initiative with Morston Developments is one of a
number to lift the standard of place making and energy efficiency
of new communities.”
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“Elder and Cannon Architects enthused the jury with their
sense of crafted place through the synthesis of courtyard typology
and earthy brick materiality overlaid the CCG prefabricated timber
frame technology.
“HTA’s partnership with Dualchas promoted a modular plan
and sectional typology explored through their innovative work
in the west coast of Scotland uniquely fused here with HTA’s
community based initiatives to promote community ownership of
streets and public spaces.
“RMJM boldly reconceptualised the masterplan with a wide
variety of house typologies and settings to deliver a closer linkage
between the existing village and proposed extension.
“Gareth Hoskins Architects’ careful reworking of the
masterplan with Crudens was commended for its manipulation of
a modular frame system to create a variety of street settings that
would quickly establish a contemporary place.
“First place was awarded to Malcolm Fraser Architects with
Stewart Milne Homes for the development of themes explored
at Bo’ness and at Scotland’s Housing Expo. This consisted of
groupings arranged around courts and rows linked by a pedestrian
spine stretching from the proposed civic garden in the north down
to the river woodland walk to the south. Clever manipulation
of the building typologies adapted the Cadell2 masterplan using
Stewart Milne Homes’ prefabricated timber frame systems with
innovative suggestions for the commercial development of the
anchoring High Street.”
Malcolm Fraser commented, “This competition involved
addressing real and pressing issues around sustainability,
placemaking… and how to market and sell homes at this difficult
time. Working with Stewart Milne Homes we felt we had evolved
a single, simple strategy towards all three, and we are very happy
that this has been recognised. We appreciate how much support
and scrutiny has gone into this project and we are excited at the
opportunity given us to take it forward.”
David Dodge, Chief Executive, Morston Assets Ltd said, “We
are delighted that our vision for Yours Whitecross has generated
such exciting high quality design solutions.
“The key focus of the ‘Yours’ brand is that the homes are
sustainable in design and use, built within home zone layouts and
facilitate home working and entrepreneurialism. This has been
achieved by all those shortlisted and is especially apparent in the
winning entry. We look forward to delivering a truly sustainable
community which delivers Good Homes, Good Jobs and Good
Neighbourhoods.”
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Image © Malcolm Fraser Architects

Image © Elder and Cannon Architects

Gareth Hoskins Architects, image © Concrete & Clay

Image © HTA Architects

image © Barton Willmore, Karakusevic Carson, RMJM, STRATA
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Festival of
Politics

Eugene MullAn, Convenor of the RIAS/RTPI
Cross-Party Group on Architecture and the
Built Environment, looks back on the CPG’s
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involvement in the 2010 Festival of Politics and
two participants from the debate on New Towns
summarise their presentations.
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The Sixth Festival of Politics took place during August with a theme
of ‘Changing Politics’. This event is one of the ways the Scottish
Parliament has been trying to change the way in which the public
engage with politicians and political institutions. In many ways,
the Cross Party Groups provide a similar opportunity for public
engagement.
The Parliament also hosted the World Press Photo Exhibition
2010 which showcased the work of sixty-two photographers
documenting subjects from across the world. There were some
stunning photographs as part of this exhibition, covering a range
of topics such as sporting events, war zones, natural disasters
and charting key political moments, such as the image of Barack
Obama, having a quiet moment of contemplation, just before
stepping out for his inauguration day – a moment with high
expectations for ‘Changing Politics’.
There was a range of events as part of the Festival such
as Do Newspapers Have a Future? and The Science of Eating – or
Who Controls What You Eat? The events most likely to appeal to
architects were Cities: Catalysts for Economic Success?, Zero Carbon,
Scotland of the Future and Have We Succeeded in Putting the “Folk”
Back Into Planning?
The event organised by the Cross Party Group on Architecture
and the Built Environment was New Towns – Who Needs Them?
What is driving the current enthusiasm for new towns in Scotland?
Is it planning policy? Is it landowners? Is it our target reduction
in carbon emissions? Are our existing towns quality places with
economically thriving communities?

These were some of the issues which we addressed in a Question
Time style debate with the audience and the panel of architects,
planners and property experts. Our speakers – Robin Harper
MSP, John Brown of DTZ, Howard Liddell of Gaia Architects and
Alistair MacDonald of Glasgow City Council – provided a lively
and engaging event which was chaired by BBC Scotland’s Arts
Correspondent Pauline McLean.
Robin Harper MSP, the recently demitted convenor of the
Cross Party Group, is particularly passionate about the theme
of New Towns. I had hoped that the chosen panel would have a
robust debate on the topic, perhaps even an argument – which
is always more interesting! Much to my horror there was limited
support for new towns from any member of the panel. There are,
of course, shades of grey, or possibly green, on this topic. When is
a settlement a new town and when is it a significant addition to an
existing town?
The presentations covered the 1946 New Town Act, growing up
in Cumbernauld, a call for no more exemplars and the importance
of getting the sociology right. The questions from the audience
ranged from the densification of existing cities to the therapeutic
nature of allotments and the demographics of the suburbs of
Canberra, Australia – no mean challenge for our Chair.
My involvement in this group has been all the more enjoyable
because I have been working with Robin Harper, one of the more
‘colourful’ MSPs in the Parliament. In this age of career politicians
I couldn’t resist the temptation to attend the final event A Life in
Politics – John Prescott. I even persuaded my children to come with
me.
John Prescott is a politician who has had significant influence
on British politics, is a supporter of the Scottish Parliament and is
not without his colourful moments. He was effusive in his praise
for the Festival of Politics, the Parliament building and the real buzz
of festival activity on a Saturday afternoon. A timely reminder for
me that, even after ten years, we should not become complacent
about the significant opportunities this parliament offers to
inform and influence the political agenda and to encourage our
politicians to help us create better buildings and better places.
Eugene Mullan FRIAS, Convenor CPG
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an agent for change
John Brown, Director of DTZ, provided a
developer’s point of view in the debate.
his presentation is outlined below.

patterns of work, integrating the ever changing role of IT and
knowledge sharing. Developments should consider employment,
environment and education, with economic deliverability.

In 1945 Lord Reith of Stonehaven was appointed by the Government to examine how to repair and rebuild urban communities
after WW2. The conclusion was that we needed to construct New
Towns. Scotland got East Kilbride, Cumbernauld, Glenrothes,
Irvine and Livingston.
The New Towns Act 1946 allowed the Government to
designate New Towns, passing development control functions to
Development Corporations, later replaced by the New Towns Act
1964.
New development is considered by Scottish Planning Policy
(SPP) and National Planning Framework (NPF2). What are the
aims of the guidance through the planning system which should
be for all to achieve?

3. Building a Place of Appeal
To develop a place in which people want to live and work, invest
them with a strong community infrastructure, where pride of
place and location can exist.

1. Build Sustainable Places
Not an academic process but a real, fully considered commitment
from the outset.
2. Support Economic Growth
Integrated communities, with the opportunity for changing
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4. Achieve Through Building Process and
Planning
Avoid deliverability restrictions through complicated ‘Planning
Requirements’.
Scotland’s delivery of new homes was not high enough,
averaging 21,000 p.a. with a target of 30,000 and is now below
8,000. Complicated structures mean less new development.
Five thousand homes at Shawfair near Edinburgh have not
been delivered, despite the fact that part of the land was given
at agricultural value nearly 20 years ago. Vested interests often
conflict.
5. New Town or New Village
‘Communities’ do not happen overnight. New Town maturity takes
two generations. Neighbourhoods are geographically organised.
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western harbour, malmo

Helsinki was built by decree of Alexander I in 1812. In the mid
1700s Edinburgh was a medieval jumble of 60,000 overcrowded
people, achieving the nickname of ‘Auld Reekie’. The collapse of a
tenement caused Lord Provost Drummond to take action, leading
to the start of Edinburgh’s New Town. One hundred acres on the
other side of what is now Princes Street Gardens became a model
residential suburb based on James Craig’s plan. Townhouse plot
lots were sold and you had to have wealth to buy them. The use
of local stone and sticking to the plan, with the help of architects
such as Robert Adam, led to a sense of place, order and style.
The Earl of Moray was an original owner of land in the New
Town. Now, 250 years later, his ancestors have brought forward
Tornagrain, a proposed development to provide 5,000 homes,
parking, open spaces, business space, five schools and more. A
decision was made to masterplan with DTZ and Andres Duany’s
Florida based architecture practice. Duany advocates traditional
town planning and including the community in the design. 600
people attended the initial charrettes.
There is a link between design and the land owner - Prince
Charles at Poundbury, the Duke of Argyll at Inveraray, Paris
through Napoleon, etc. To masterplan today is expensive and few
can do this. Most land owners sell their interest by option to a
‘Developer’ and ‘Promoter’. The vision is then commercial; it loses
something tangible.

The New Town Act allowed land to be purchased at existing
use value. The infrastructure was to be paid by development
corporations. Today planning is a competition or beauty parade
to provide sites, value created and ‘the infrastructure’ extracted by
‘developer contributions’ or Land Value Tax.
If the values don’t support this then nothing happens. Indeed
the more ambitious the plan the more unlikely it is to happen.
We should support existing communities like Winchburgh in West
Lothian, where two land owners brought forward 1,000 acres to
the development framework, working with a local community
who recognised they were losing population and services and
sought sustainability. Where improvement of a bridge link or
infrastructure of a railway line, or a new road link, like the APR
in Aberdeen, provide access to the city and gives opportunity.
Banchory & Leggart near Aberdeen is a good example.
Family homes are needed but so are starter homes, places to
rent and to supply the required transportation to employment
hubs. Jobs should be the key to economic planning, unless it’s a
driver of another economic type, such as tourism.
Will we be proud of the Waterfront development of today in
200 years, or even 20?
John BV Brown FRICS MRTPA, DipLE, FSA
Director DTZ
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TÜbingen SÜdstadt
competition, 1992
© LEHEN DREI

New Towns – eco-towns?
Professor Howard Liddell of Gaia Architects
outlines the thoughts he presented on New
Towns as exemplar Eco-Towns.
During the course of the last 25 years of Gaia Architects there has
been a steady flow of potential clients coming to the office with
proposals for either:
•
•
•

a new eco-house, where 90% don’t have either a site or the
money or both (roughly one per month),
a new eco-village, where 50%don’t have a site and 90%don’t
have the money (roughly one per six months)
a new eco-town where 99% are either proposed for toxic
brownfield sites where they hope to magically ‘ecologise’
the problem as an exercise in Lady Macbeth scale futility
or a greenfield site representing thinly-veiled camouflage
for a farmer’s retirement package and almost always in
contravention of the Local Plan (roughly one per two years but
they do have the advantage of often being exotic and take us
on occasional trips round Europe).

Eco-towns have the potential to set the mainstream delivery
of sustainable cities back another ten years. So a plea was made for
no more 0.1% green whipping boys living the good life on behalf
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of the rest of us, whilst the other 99.9% continue on with their
merry profligacy, waiting to see when to make a move. I have been
watching pilot projects for the past 30 years – what more is there
to know?
There is a real hurry in this. To have any hope whatsoever of
meeting current government policies and targets on sustainability
and climate change we need 100% of construction to be green and
indeed even that will not suffice.
Crunching the numbers
Let us look a just one of the current UK/Scottish Government
targets (for all the statistics below read roughly 10% for Scotland).
In the UK we are currently building about 250,000 new houses
per annum. We are building roughly the equivalent square metreage
in non-domestic buildings and repairing and maintaining about
as much again as both put together. Altogether this represents
the square metre equivalent of 1 million homes per annum – half
refurbishment and half new build.
To meet the agreed national carbon reduction targets of
improving on 1990 energy consumption by 2050 – given that
we are now (in 2010) already using 30% more than we did in the
benchmark year of 1990 – we actually need to improve by 110%
over current levels. In short this would require us to be building
the equivalent of over 500,000 new houses per annum and
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refurbishing the equivalent of one million houses per annum
with every single building being built (without exception or special
pleading – Homes for Scotland please note) to 110% better energy
standard than now. This means twice the amount of new building
and four times more refurbishment than we were achieving two
years ago. This would represent the biggest increase in building
construction activity in the history of the UK by a factor of at
least two. This, however, sits in the context of a credit crunch and
the Government’s own statistics showing an actual downturn in
construction activity over the past two years. I sincerely hope that
other sectors are achieving better results than construction, but
the likelihood of achieving the current carbon reduction targets
is almost zero.
And now…
During the recent New Towns debate during the Festival of
Politics a number of further issues were aired; that we need
to be concentrating on existing settlements and especially
developing next to transport modes and existing core facilities and
infrastructure, and looking to a new future with different modes
of living both in technical and behavioural terms.
Excellent exemplar case studies exist going back over twenty
years – e.g., developments in Germany, such as Freiburg and
Tübingen as mixed developments with both refurbishment and

newbuild and Emscher Park. The latter is a ten year, whole valleyscale initiative bringing back 17 towns and cities from the brink
of conurbation and using infrastructural landscaping and iconic
buildings to reinforce the separate identities within a shared
parkland.
The Western Harbour at Malmö in Sweden is a shining example
of the value of the Berlin 50% rule (one square metre of biodiverse
rich landscapes for every square metre of concrete). Viikkii in
Finland with its five indicators, including food growing and
materials choice, and high scores as a trigger for releasing more
developer land is of interest. Even BedZed and Stroud in England
and our own home-grown Fairfield in Perth, have much from which
to learn. These all go back well over a decade and have already
pioneered, piloted and generally exhausted the eco-neighbourhood
options. So, now it has been done it is time to mainstream it.
New Towns – who needs them? Not even Mrs Brundtland’s
children.
Professor Howard Liddell RIAS
Gaia Architects
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a+ds and rias scottish student
awards for architecture 2010
A contemporary and contextual Refuge and Performance Centre
for Porto, an Aberdeen seasonal market for local North East
Produce and a clever reinterpretation of Leith’s old Citadel Centre
to form a mixed use community centre are the award-winning
submissions for the 2010 A+DS and RIAS Scottish Student Awards
for Architecture.
This year’s judges were Iain Docherty, Professor of Public
Policy and Governance, University of Glasgow, David Dunbar
President RIAS (Chair), Ian Gilzean, Chief Architect, Scottish
Government and Ian McKnight, Partner, Hackett Hall McKnight,
Belfast. They were unanimous in their selection of the Mackintosh
School of Architecture’s Alex Whitton as, not only the recipient
of the RIAS Rowand Anderson Silver Medal, but also the winner
of the RIAS Drawing Award. In an unusual move Alex was also
Highly Commended in a category he had not been submitted
for, the A+DS Urban Design Award, as was Georgios Tsorman
of Edinburgh College of Art. The judges decided not to award a
winner for this category.
Rick Burney of the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture was
this year’s winner of the Sust. Award for Sustainable Design. His
submission noted that sustainability should be “fully integrated
and inherent in the design process.” The judges applauded him for
considering “sustainability in its widest sense of social, economic
and environmental issues.” Ben Watson of the University of
Edinburgh picked up the A+DS Best Third Year Student Award
for his Citadel Project and The Language of Stone, a proposal for
a geology visitor centre to be built in Cockburnspath near Siccar
Point. The judges were impressed that this was “a very skilfully
judged proposal for an accessible coastal site.”
The judges applauded Silver Medal winner Alex Whitton, whose
main submission was the Refuge Centre and Performance Space in
Porto (see images on pages 4, 5 and 61) and whose proposal for a
striking art gallery in Glasgow graces the cover of this issue, for
“careful urban analysis, strong contextual proposal and exemplary
communication.” Awarding him the RIAS Drawing Medal they
highlighted “a truly remarkable level of skill.”
Alex, 26, who is currently working with Behnisch Architekten
in Stuttgart declared himself shocked and honoured by the
awards. He commented “My motivation in architecture always
starts with the uniqueness of place, responding to an inherent
problem or tension that becomes the departure for an idea. In this
case social exclusion was the departure point for a thesis which
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sought to open a new dialogue within a previously disconnected
social landscape. Using form, space, light, material, acoustics,
structural and environmental tools, the project then sought to
create a proposal which could challenge and change that landscape
whilst fundamentally being the servant of its occupants.”
The full details of this year’s awards are listed below:
RIAS Rowand Anderson Silver Medal for best
Scottish student
Winner Alex Whitton, Mackintosh School of Architecture
Architecture and Design Scotland Award for
best 3rd year student
Winner Ben Watson, University of Edinburgh
highly commended Georgios Tsorman, Edinburgh College
of Art
commended Joshua Doyle, Mackintosh School of Architecture
commended Euan Russell, University of Dundee
Architecture and Design Scotland Urban Design
Award
The judges decided not to award a winner for this category.
highly commended Alex Whitton, Mackintosh School of
Architecture		
highly commended Georgios Tsorman, Edinburgh College
of Art
Sust. Award for Sustainable Design
Winner Rick Burney, Scott Sutherland School of Architecture
The RIAS Drawing Award sponsored by riasis
Winner Alex Whitton, Mackintosh School of Architecture
highly commended Marek Sivák, University of Edinburgh
commended Sean Michael McAlister, University of Dundee
commended Georgios Tsorman, Edinburgh College of Art

The annual exhibition of all the student
submissions can be viewed on Level 2 of The
Lighthouse in Glasgow until Saturday 15th
January 2011.

A U T U M N 2 010 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

alex whitton

61

R I A S Q U A R T E R LY A U T U M N 2 010

rick burney
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ben watson
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marek sivÁk

georgios tsorman
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EASA Manchester 2010
As a follow-up to his preview of this year’s EASA
Assembly in the summer issue of RIAS Quarterly
Sam Patterson, a student at Glasgow School of
Art and one of two UK National Contacts for
EASA, provides an update on an action-packed
fortnight in Manchester.
The European Architecture Students Assembly is over for another
year and Downtex House in Strangeways, Manchester returns to
its former function as an empty warehouse, one scarred by the
architectural and creative tinkering of 450 architecture students.
The two week assembly saw European students partake in 21
workshops and a host of lectures, debates, tours and excursions.
Each student had the opportunity to select their workshop and to
decide which events they would attend over the duration of their
visit to the UK. Manchester proved to be an apt setting for design
and discussion responses to the assembly’s theme ‘Identity,’ with
a selection of local talent, residents and national groups voicing
their definitions of identity and elaborating on their personal
experience for the students’ consideration. Peter Saville spoke at
the symposium, sharing the Manchester that he knew in the 1980s
and recalling the music that most of the international students
know Manchester for.
Sarah Beth Riley, a Part 3 student from the Glasgow School of
Art, joined the Syn-Tactics workshop run by Irish tutors Leanne
Martin and Wendy Adams. Syn-Tactics sought to study Manchester’s
culture with an abstract approach, to identify a graphic and colours
that would encapsulate the emotions attached to the city. The final
output of the workshop saw the graphic applied by projection to
a bleak corridor space, transforming the circulation space. Sarah
explained; “From specific points in the corridor one could make
out complete geometric shapes painted on the walls. Progressing
through the space caused distortion, as the painted lines stretched
the length of the corridor and traversed every surface.”
Will McKee, a masters student from Robert Gordon University,
attended easa010 as it “represents an arena where students of
architecture can experiment and explore their own ideas and
interests without being restricted by the pressures of grades and
tastes of tutors.” He participated in the Fe-Dentity workshop ran by
Belarusian tutor Iryna Bulunenka. Fe-Dentity considered feminist
views and applied a pinch of humour as participants embraced
traditional crafts and used them to define space with installations
of knit wear, an interesting ambition with reference to the historic
trades of Manchester.
Who is Joe Bloggs, the workshop I tutored with Patrick
O’Connor of the Dublin Institute of Technology, proposed to host
a discussion between European students about the identity of
residents in large scale housing developments. The workshop gave

its participants the freedom to pursue their own line of thought
within the umbrella subject that fed the daily group discussion.
Guests to the group discussions included Diarmaid Lawlor of
Architecture and Design Scotland and Jude Barber of Collective
Architecture, who enlightened participants with knowledge of
common practice and the difficulties in realising change. Unlike
other workshops with built or physical outputs the Joe Bloggs
workshop participants agreed to continue the discussion past the
end of the event. Students were analysing various typologies and
their public/private spaces, the representation of social housing
in popular media, researching and reporting on typologies not
indigenous to the UK, assessing the expression of individuality
and security of the home and reporting on circumstances in their
home country.
Power tools provided by Makita and material donations from
British Gypsum helped the EASA students realise a number
of construction workshops from temporary pavilions. Small
installations to the refurbishment of a floor in a Mancunian mill
turned it into affordable work units for artists. The tool induction
and guidance from Makita gave students the knowledge and
capabilities of the tools provided to fully explore their ideas at
1:1, taking the learning process beyond the drawing board or the
computer screen.
For many of those at EASA architecture is the binding
ingredient in the cultural boiling pot that creates friends and
connections to countries that low-cost airlines don’t fly to yet.
The shared experience, the communal living, duties rota, security
shifts and the daily parties all add to the sense of unity, the stage
for which is created by students for students in the interest of
sharing knowledge. Final words from the organisers:
“easa010 Manchester showcased the resilience of a new
generation of young architects, who, against a backdrop of strict
English legislation and in the grips of recession, demonstrated rich
creativity and determination to express themselves all with a great
spirit of community and solidarity.”

For all enquiries regarding EASA and its future
events please contact Sam Patterson via:
uk.nc.sam@googlemail.com
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All these new titles are
available at the RIAS bookshop,
15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh;
by mail order (0131 229 7545); or
online at www.rias.org.uk/ebookshop

images taken from “in detail small structures” BY christian schittich
PUBLISHED BY birkhauser verlag ag
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MATT STEELE, ARCHITECT
A BIOGR A P H Y

ROGER EMMER S ON A ND M A R Y T IL MOU T H

matt steele, architect: a
biography
roger emmerson and mary
tilmouth
rias publishing
special offer £7.50 inc P&P
(RRP £9.99)
Mackintosh, Burnet, Salmon, Thomson
and other big guns dominate accounts of
Scottish architecture of the late 19th – 20th
centuries. The more modest careers of
local architects, whose contributions were
contained within their community rather
than on the national or international stage,
are less often highlighted. One such is
Matthew (Matt) Steele (1878 – 1937) whose
career was almost entirely spent in Bo’ness.
This new publication is the first
biography of Steele. It is the result of over
ten years research by its authors and has
been published thanks to the support of
Falkirk Council and the RIAS.
The publication provides a chronological
narrative addressing the four main periods
identified by the authors: ‘flaming youth
1905 – 12, the lost years 1912 – 24, the safe
return 1924 – 32 and the late flowering
1932 – 37’. The main text concludes with
a summary of Steele’s family, social and
business circles. It is inevitably challenging
to seek to resurrect figures where sources
are limited: the principal primary document
is a late diary of 1937; there are few office
records, writings or recollections. Steele
appears to have been a solitary man, did
not even hold office in his beloved golf club.
He was a sole practitioner and the business
closed with his death. The authors have

worked hard to seek to flesh out the gaps
but inevitably this leads to open-ended
questions and speculation. What does
survive, however, are the majority of his
buildings supported by the Dean of Guild
drawings. The publication therefore provides
a valuable discussion and listing of Steele’s
work, accompanied by new photography by
Alan Crumlish.
Housing stands out in Steele’s oeuvre,
from those of the first period of the
architectural practice, developed in a Free
Style with nods to Voysey and occasionally
to Mackintosh and the Glasgow Style,
to the later commissions from Bo’ness
Town Council with their striking Art Deco
detailing. Indeed the first and last phases
of his career were the most interesting. The
Masonic Lodge headquarters (1909) is one
of his most engaging designs and among
his various schemes was a daring proposal
to dam the Firth of Forth, creating a tide-

free area of water for water sports and shipbuilding.
Emmerson and Tilmouth’s text asks
pertinent questions. It seeks to set Steele’s
architecture against the context of social
and economic changes impacting on
industrial Scotland, pre and post war; it
asks the reader to consider Scandinavia as
a potentially significant stylistic influence,
not just familiar sources in England or
Vienna and asks us to be more nuanced
in our application of the term ‘Art Deco’.
Quibbles are minor. The publication would
have benefited from larger images (though
budget doubtless played a part), more
discreetly placed notes and an annotated
plan of Bo’ness to assist the visits this
enthusiastic account will undoubtedly
encourage. Such visits should be concluded
with a visit to his characterful Hippodrome
cinema (1911), which was recently restored.
Professor Pamela Robertson
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scotland’s shops
dr lindsay lennie
historic scotland
£15.00
Retail architecture is a significant sector
of building in Scotland, which is generally
overlooked in terms of townscape, urban
design, and academic studies. This new
publication by Lindsay Lennie, for Historic
Scotland, celebrates the architectural
subtlety and history of shopfronts in towns
and cities around Scotland.
As a necessarily competitive and
innovative sector of the community,
retail has been at the forefront of new
technologies and ideas for over 200 years.
This book traces trading in Scotland from
open stalls and early markets to present
day and organises the building types into
nine groups, each reflecting the context or
structure of the buildings.
The book was born through a three year
Research Fellowship and Survey funded by
Historic Scotland’s Technical Conservation
Group. An unconcealed dislike and/or
distrust of contemporary style leaves a
slight vacuum in up to date sections dealing
with the post 1970s. Some hasty references
to the development of New Towns and
out of town centres are augmented with
a brief appraisal of the Princes Street
Panel proposals which “although initially
criticised, these buildings are now being
recognised in their own right for their
architectural merit.”
The book presents six conservation case
studies demonstrating good practice, and

68

seven survey case studies, which highlight
local characteristics in shopfronts. An
excellent planning context section in the
book will leave nobody in any doubt as to
where planning and listed building consent
will be necessary and clear statements of
conservation philosophy will be extremely
valuable in establishing an approach to any
future shopfront project.
The need for careful survey and
research is emphasised to ensure that
upgrading projects do not reveal surprises
or unexpected significant historical features
on site, which could require unscheduled
attention. Useful sources for research
information are noted and a gazetteer and
glossary are included to assist the reader.
Comprehensive and well-illustrated
technical sections explore detailed elements
of Scotland’s shopfronts, from lettering and
signage, tiling, glass and glazing to windows
and doors. The rise and fall of hanging signs
as a favoured advertising method is noted,
along with the effect of the Glass Tax which
doubled in 1777, resulting in lighter smaller
panes of glass being used for a period in
shops. The repeal of the Glass Tax in 1845
significantly reduced the price of plate
glass, and encouraged development of
curved glass, etched glass and sandblasted
products allowing more adventurous
designs to be applied.
While the technical sections of
this publication will appeal most to
the professional with an interest in
conservation, the substantial ‘Chronological History’ is a compelling read for a
much wider audience. Beautiful illustrations
combine with an accessible narrative to
relate the transformation around Scotland
from chaotic open stalls and markets to
fixed shops and department stores. Early
dedicated retail piazzas and arcades were
initially permitted below timber galleries
in Edinburgh from 1508, but 17th century
legislation encouraged stone construction.
By the start of the 19th century, piazzas and
arcades fell out of favour and shopfronts
were brought to the face of the buildings.
The formation of fixed shops and evolution
of department stores is a splendid story

historic scotland
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with enlightening incidents and glimpses
into Scotland’s history.
The challenges presented in developing
structural and environmental technologies
to meet health and safety, fire protection
and commercial requirements are recounted
in an attractive and concise presentation in
Scotland’s Shops.
Ian Stuart Campbell
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in detail small structures
christian schittich
birkhauser verlag ag
£63.00
Detail magazine’s carefully honed format
lends itself quite sweetly to covering small
buildings and it should be no surprise
that this transfers well into this hardback
compilation on small structures. The term
‘small structures’ is chosen carefully by the
editors as the preface essays point out that
the smaller the architectural project the
closer it can get to product design. Haak
and Höpfner’s preface essay proposes that
microarchitecture has become a discipline
in its own right, virtually separate from
architecture itself. This seems to be a curious
distinction decades after Buckminster
Fuller saw the benefits of bringing product
design and architecture together. When
students of architecture arrive at university
they are often given a microarchitectural
project to help them get to grips with
anthropometrics and the results are rarely
impressive. Perhaps this is because the
best small buildings are usually crafted
distillations and not fresh seeds from which
bigger architecture will grow.
The preface essays explore the essential
nature of different types of small structures
– microarchitecture, tree houses, mobile
architecture and pavilions - with a further
section by Oliver Herwig looking more
closely at the convergence of architecture

and design. With the exception of the rather
lame observations on tree houses these
essays offer illumination on the context of
the projects explored within the book.
Thirty small projects are illustrated in
four categories which relate to their nature
of occupation and location. This makes
sense given the reliance these structures
have upon using the extant spaces around
them. LAAC Architekten ‘Top of Tyrol’
summit platform is, however, the most
place specific structure, offering an elegant
cantilevered viewing deck on a knife-edge
ridge, the whole anchored back into the
rock – something that could barely be
considered on the sacred mountain tops
of Scotland. Most of the structures are
more mobile and demonstrate a breadth of
approaches to attachment to their location
or deliberate detachment. The detached,
hovering pavilions share ideas of opening
up and transforming, notably Heatherwick
Studio’s London newspaper kiosks and
Hugo Dworzak’s glowing Lustenau Chapel.
By contrast, Stefan Eberstadt’s Rucksack
House has a parasitical presence as it is
bolted on to the facade of a block of 19th
century flats. Then, at the product end of
the scale, H2O’s bedroom furniture is in
fact a mini house within a house and its
mass production almost has a sense of
inevitability.
Perhaps the most teasing aspect of
the book is the small number of projects
that explore modules multiplying and
creating larger structures and urban forms.
Only the preface illustrates Sou Fujimoto
Architect’s inspiring House before House at
Utsunomiya and Haak and Höpfner’s own
Micro Compact Home, leaving this reader
pawing back and forth and wondering
whether some pages of the book are
missing. But, perhaps it is a good thing to
leave one wanting more.
Wil Tunnell RIAS

norman foster: a life in
architecture
deyan sudjic
weidenfeld & nicolson
£20.00
No one will be surprised to learn that
Norman Foster is a supremely driven
individual. Certainly, his biographer, Deyan
Sudjic, would have been well briefed before
undertaking this commission and securing
access to Foster’s extensive personal archive
which includes formative drawings from his
early childhood. Here is an individual who
started modestly but built up his practice
to encompass 1,400 employees (at its peak)
through sheer force of will, hard graft, a bit
of luck and a fastidious eye for quality and
innovation.
Sudjic has diligently sifted through
a plethora of research material and
constructed a number of sweeping truisms
including the assertion that “…Foster
was no socialist”. This statement may
seem obvious given Foster’s penchant for
commuting by private jet and donning
ermine for the upper house but he does
hail from relatively humble beginnings in
Levenshulme (Manchester) and his early
projects were largely shaped by egalitarian
ideals.
The Willis Faber Dumas building
in Ipswich, for example, incorporated
generous staff amenities including a roof
garden and swimming pool. Threatened
alterations, however, spurred English
Heritage to designate this 1974 building
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as Grade One listed – a first for a living
architect.
Foster is arguably our most celebrated
contemporary architect and has amassed
considerable personal wealth. Born in 1935,
he is recognised as a pre-eminent figure
within the profession and has garnered
every conceivable honour and award. His
post-graduate year at Yale proved hugely
influential, especially the rigour instilled by
his charismatic tutor, Paul Rudolph, who
generated a hothouse environment and
championed architecture as “…a process of
finding out what you need to know.” The
biography gives us many valuable insights
into his life but only sporadically sparks
the architectural imagination. The book’s
format corrals the photographs into three
compact sections and the images are kept
frustratingly small.
Undoubtedly, Sudjic is a highly
respected critic who writes convincingly
about the architect’s role in shaping
our society. He is a skilled wordsmith
who considers architecture as being too
important to leave to mere architects and,
having known Foster for over 25 years, was
the obvious choice to undertake this task.
However, it follows the accepted format for
polite ‘authorised’ biographies and eschews
the warts and all approach adopted by
biographers such as Mark Girouard, Fiona
MacCarthy and Brendan Gill.
Sudjic documents the diverse factors
which have helped shape Foster’s impressive
career but acknowledges that: “This is not so
much a biography, but an account of what it
is like to be an architect”. The dearth of spicy
revelations, salacious gossip or scurrilous
exposés (dissecting Ken Shuttleworth’s
abrupt departure in 2004, for example)
seems inevitable given the subject matter’s
(understandable) efforts to keep his private
life private. Certainly the recent furore
over Foster’s decision to resign his peerage
in order to maintain his non-domiciled
status for tax purposes might well prove
a newsworthy addition to the inevitable
paperback edition.
Foster was scheduled to do a star turn
at this year’s Edinburgh International Book
Festival (EIBF) but sadly ducked out and
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left Sudjic to salvage the situation. Certainly
several ticket holders took up the offer of a
refund but Nick Barley (EIBF’s new director)
valiantly stepped in to chair the discussion
regarding our “…absent friend”. It proved
an engaging session and Sudjic was (as his
book demonstrates) both diplomatic and
discursive.
Mark Cousins RIAS

sustainable concrete
architecture
david bennett
riba publishing
£40.00
This book only has two large chapters,
the first being about Cement and Cement
replacements. This covers the manufacture
of cement and on its second page there is
a case study about “sustainable cement
production at Ribblesdale works” which
seems to demonstrate that cement
production at present is, by definition,
unsustainable. Sentences such as “Cement
manufacture is energy intensive and
therefore an environmentally sensitive
process” are followed by “Cement kilns are,
however, capable of using a wide range of
fuels, from gas and flammable liquids to
solid fuels such as coal.” Not a good start.
The chapter as it continues provides a
lot of information about replacements for
cement, many of which seem to be future
possibilities rather than currently viable
options or, where they are currently viable,

expensive or difficult to manufacture.
Copious information is provided about
factors such as embodied CO2 but a very
detailed comparison of how these factors
compare with other commonly used
building materials is required to judge
whether concrete could be described as
being sustainable. Such a comparison does
not appear to have been included in the
book. There are many tables of data about
various materials which can form part of
the concrete mix options, for example,
ground glass, but these do not seem to have
any connection to the written text and add
little to the reader’s understanding of the
subject. The first chapter goes on to describe
ready mixed concrete, precast concrete
manufacture, precast flooring options
and so on but none of it makes a case for
concrete being sustainable and none of it is
about architecture.
The second chapter is entitled
“Reducing long-term CO2.” This contains
a lot of information on important factors
such as thermal mass, passive solar
design, airtightness and the permanence
of concrete, all of which have their role in
terms of sustainability but there is little if
any information to persuade the reader that
concrete as a material is sustainable. There
is even a section on ground source heat
pumps but with no obvious relevance to the
sustainability of concrete.
We are told that the book is “based
on new thinking and real world evidence”
but a great deal of the content will mean
little to anyone who does not have a very
detailed scientific background. It may well
form the basis of accounting for the carbon
impact of concrete construction but there
are too many sentences which are absolute
declarations without any verified basis. The
text in some of the studies would appear to
have been submitted by the project architect
and there is very little linkage between the
case studies and the first two chapters of
the book.
The author is an architectural concrete
consultant who has lectured at many schools
of architecture for The Concrete Centre and
also runs short courses for them. It should
be noted that the book and its author have
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been supported by The Concrete Centre and
that a whole gamut of companies involved
in the concrete industry have provided
detailed product information.
This is a disappointing book which does
not appear to present an unbiased view of
concrete as a material and its true carbon
impact but instead provides a soft focus
projection of how the concrete industry
would like their product to be perceived by
the architectural profession.
Roy Milne FRIAS

stairs, ramps and
escalators: inclusive design
guidance
ann alderson
riba publishing
£30.00
Published by the Centre for Accessible
Environments in conjunction with RIBA
Publishing this book covers all aspects
of the inclusive design of stairs, ramps
and escalators. These elements are often
positioned at key places in a building and are
a great example of where form and function
have to be delicately balanced. My first
impressions of this publication were very
positive; it is well laid out and the information
is concise, with plenty of accompanying
illustrations highlighting both successful and
less successful designs. It is also presented in
a way that readers can reference a particular

section of interest without having to have
read the whole book.
After a brief introduction on inclusive
design, we move on to the regulatory
framework that governs the design of
stairs. Here brief descriptions of the
Building Regulations in England and
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
are highlighted for reference, as well as
other related documents, including the
Disability Discrimination Acts 1995 and 2005
and Construction (Design and Management)
Regulations 2007.
The book is laid out in three sections
which form the main body of the text
and include design issues, technical
guidance and specification and building
management. I was impressed by the way
that each section is linked to the others,
e.g., references to statements or comments
which have been detailed elsewhere are
highlighted in bold or in a coloured font,
ideal for quick reference. This approach does
mean that some statements are repeated a
number of times and when you read it cover
to cover it can get quite tiresome. However,
as this book will probably be used mainly as
a reference document, overall this approach
plays in its favour.
Throughout the body of the text relevant
links to the British Standards are given, in
order to back up a statement, or to allow
the reader to do some further investigation.
I found this was an extremely helpful aid
to interpreting the British Standards and it
removed some of the ambiguity relating to
the Standards which is often experienced.
Less helpful was the lack of reference to
Scottish or Northern Ireland regulations
with a concentration on the England and
Wales Building Regulations. Inclusion
of the former would have made it a more
useful UK wide reference and guide.
Nonetheless this is a useful publication
to have around the office. It is a quick and
informative reference tool which will make
the task of ensuring stairs and ramps are
designed ‘correctly’ a much simpler task. I
would recommend an initial read in full to
ingrain the basic knowledge of inclusive
design. After all, the less time needed to
ensure stairs and ramps are designed to

relevant regulations and guidance means
more time can be spent on the appearance
and aesthetic of these potentially inspiring
circulation routes.
Stuart Gray RIAS

an introduction to
construction law in scotland
graham jackson
w. green
£60.00
Lifting this book for the first time it simply
opened and immediately the omens were
good. Across the exposed pages was the
solution to one of my ongoing questions,
one which several clients and solicitors
could not answer.
For such a potentially dry subject this
publication was easy to read and easy to
understand from the outset. Each topic is
short and to the point. Written in simple,
everyday language it considers a broad range
of topics in a user friendly way. The preface
is clear: the target audience is solicitors and
construction professionals. The declared
goal being understanding by starting with
the basic common law position, followed
by layers of complexity. So, no challenge
there.
An Introduction to Construction Law in
Scotland begins, perhaps ominously, with a
reference Table of Cases. This is not as dry
as it may seem; it’s interesting to see who
has been distracted by what – successfully
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Hand Built in the UK

Types and ﬁnishes of Walling and Cast Stone
Importance of modular design
Movement control
Successful speciﬁcation
Important aspects of detailing

Forticrete is the UK market leader in Architectural Masonry. Our unrivalled product range contains solutions for the most challenging of projects.
These include Fairfaced, Textured, Split, Polished and Glazed all of which are manufactured using modern sustainable techniques to limit the impact
on the environment.
We have two assessed CPD Seminars these detail the various ways in which our products can provide these design solutions:

Designing with Masonry

“Designing with Architectural Masonry” is a 40 minute presentation which covers all the most vital aspects of design, from the importance of modular
design and movement control, through structural performance, thermal insulation, sound reduction, ﬁre resistance and much more.

Specifying Cast Stone Dressings

This 30 minute multimedia presentation offers an insight into the different types and ﬁnishes of Walling and Cast Stone
products available. It provides guidance on the successful speciﬁcation of each product and gives detailed advice on the breadth of options available,
their key design features and examines the most important aspects of detailing in conjunction with masonry, brick and walling stone.

For more information call Forticrete on 01909 775 000
or visit www.forticrete.co.uk
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or unsuccessfully! That should instil a sense
of professional caution. As the subsequent
text so clearly demonstrates, time and
again, the majority of the parties probably
felt they were doing the right thing and still
it went wrong. All the more reason then for
a much clearer understanding of the basics
and the potentially key points, before we
boldly go where we shouldn’t go.
There are nine chapters and each one
is broken down into various sub sections.
The largest chapter has approximately forty
sub sections, each one of which has a topic
title. Those sub sections comprise a series
of short paragraphs addressing specific
points. It couldn’t be simpler.
The book covers a multitude of topics of
which the following is a minuscule example;
Restrictions On Who Can Contract; Proving
The Term Of The Contract; Breaches Of
Contract And Remedies; Damages; Set-Off;
Workmanship; Consents And Approvals;
Organisation
And
Risk;
Collateral
Warranties; Black Holes; EU Procurement
Procedures; Contracts For Works; Problems
With Common Law Contracts; Framework
Agreements; Basic Obligations Of A
Contracting Authority; Remedies: Loss
and Expense; Certification Of Practical
Completion; Indemnity; Avoid Gaps In
Insurance; Man Of Skill; Defence and
Codes Of Practice. The content highlights
potential problems and risks.
The book has potential as part of our
daily equipment. It gives architects a
working insight to a vast range of key issues.
It reinforces our understanding of how to
recognise what is hopefully acceptable.
Perhaps more importantly it helps us
recognise the early warning signs of things
potentially going wrong. Beyond that point
we should recognise issues become more
specialised and say nothing but instead
seek specialist advice either directly or
indirectly. It’s easier to avoid the bear trap
than trying to climb out of the bear trap. An
Introduction to Construction Law in Scotland
will hopefully help young and old to pursue
our profession in a more effective and safer
way – who wants a listing in any Table of
Cases?
George Morrison RIAS

aia guide to new york city
(fifth edition)
norval white, elliot
willensky and fran leadon
oxford university press
£25.00
The sensation when opening the AIA
Guide to New York City is that of entering a
venerable institution. Its 1055 airmail like
thin pages evoke the feeling of opening
Bannister Fletcher for the first time. This
is a weighty tome, a serious and studied
guide initially produced in 1967 by the AIA’s
New York Chapter in the run up to the
Institution’s convention which was held in
the city that year.
It is, therefore, fundamentally a guide
written by architects for architects. The
guide is studious but is also clearly written
by enthusiasts who love their subject, who
have explored every inch of the city (not
just Manhattan) and wish to pass their
joy of discovery on to the reader. To some
extent it’s analogous to having an old
friend from college who’s lived in a city for
years leading you through every street and
neighbourhood.
Alas, the fathers of the original guide
are now deceased. I found the brief eulogies
to Elliott Willensky and Norval White (who
died only two weeks after completing his
work on the current edition) at the start of

the guide very touching. They highlight the
sheer amount of effort, organisation and
enthusiasm given by the editorial team over
the years.
The guide has been widely updated and
revised over the course of five editions,
although the editors note that it has
retained the detail and methodology of
the original. The AIA reveals a New York
well beyond the dramatised city of Friends
or Breakfast at Tiffany’s. It does of course
cover the buildings and neighbourhoods
we all recognise but it is the sheer scale of
coverage and unfamiliarity of many of the
buildings which is this book’s joy.
The book is very current; despite the
scale of endeavour involved in its creation
it does offer a snapshot of the city in
2009 and occasionally points to projects
under construction. For a city which has
reinvented itself so often the Necrology
sections throughout the book reflect
upon architectural gems which have been
demolished to make way for more recent
projects.
There will be those who question why
there are no large scale pictures or why
there is no use of colour or indeed query the
lightweight cover. I am willing to overlook
all of that. The guide strikes its own balance
between vast coverage and to some extent
(almost) being light enough to carry in a
rucksack on a trip.
It is definitely not a coffee table book
and neither is it a typical holiday guide. But
it quite naturally encourages the reader to
flick from one page to the next to discover
ever more. In many ways it is similar to
the RIAS’ own publications. The New York
guide is like an RIAS guide on steroids.
From that point of view its focus on one
neighbourhood after another makes its
chapters very walkable.
Alas, I have to admit that I have
never been to New York. I have perhaps
been stupidly ambivalent to its charms. I
recognise the error of my ways, I now want
to go. The guide has made me a convert. The
AIA Guide to New York City is a great book
for a great city. I love New York.
Willie Watt FRIAS
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TECHNICAL

THE LATEST NEWS FROM RIAS PRACTICE
If you have issues you would like to discuss
please do noT hesitate to contact us.
Maryse Richardson, Practice Manager
0131 229 7545 mrichardson@rias.org.uk
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PRACTICE UPDATE

Scottish Building Regulations
Since the publication of the 2010 Technical Handbooks last April, the
Building Standards Division has published a wealth of information
on its website and is planning to release more documents in the next
few months. We have highlighted below some useful information
already published. Amongst the forthcoming documentation
to watch out for will be an updated version of the Guide for
Practitioners on Conversion of Traditional Buildings, Conservatories
guidance and Low Carbon Equipment guides.

2010 Technical Handbooks – Changes
Summary
The Building Standards Division has now published a full summary
of the forthcoming changes to the Scottish Building Regulations.
The 26 page document is designed to provide a summary guide to
the changes made to all sections of the Technical Handbooks since
May 2009. Minor typographical changes are outwith the scope of
this document. This summary guide is set out to facilitate ease
of referencing across all of the six technical Sections 1-6, general
Section 0 and the supporting Appendices A & B.
To access the guide, go to: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Resource/Doc/217736/0102403.pdf

Seminars Presentation Slides
Following a series of information seminars organised jointly
by RIAS and the Building Standards Division the power point
presentations have now been published. For those who missed
the events, the presentation slides can be accessed at: http://www.
scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Building/Buildingstandards/publications/pubtech/th2010slides

EPC Government Approved Software
Members are often requesting where to find information on SAP
and up-to-date lists of approved software. The appropriate links
are provided below. You are advised to check regularly for possible
changes or updates.
Dwellings New Build: SAP: http://projects.bre.co.uk/sap2005/
pdf/SAP2005_9-81_software.pdf
Dwellings Existing: rdSAP: http://projects.bre.co.uk/sap2005/
Non-Dwellings: SBEM http://www.ncm.bre.co.uk/index.jsp

RIAS Energy Design Certification: guidance
documents revisions
The changes to Section 6 – Energy have led to a revision of the
guidance documents provided on the RIAS Energy Design
Certification web site. The home page: http://www.rias-regs.
co.uk/Main.aspx now includes a tab that takes you to a Guidance
Documents page which includes, in downloadable PDF form:
1. A Guide to Staged Warrants, Schedule 1 and Form Q (written
in conjunction with BSD and BRE),
2. Code of Conduct,
3. Complaints Procedures,
4. Invalid Certificates,
5. Audit Procedures.
Members Documentation has also been added. It includes:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Quality Assurance Guidance for Approved Bodies,
Certification Checklist,
Role of the Head of Certification,
Learning Modules (this is the original copy and is in the course
of revision).
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PRACTICE UPDATE
Existing Approved Certifiers of Design should read and familiarise
themselves with the new and revised documents and this can be
recorded as 2 - 3 hours of CPD. Those members still to undertake the
online tests should find that these documents are of assistance.

SBCC Update: Terrorism Cover for SBCC
Contracts
SBCC’s Works Insurance provisions have been updated (August
2010) in relation to Terrorism Cover and the Contractor’s liability
for loss or damage to the Works or Site Materials resulting from
terrorism in cases where Insurance Option A applies.
A copy is available to download from the SBCC online web site
http://www.sbcconline.com or by clicking on the link http://www.
sbcconline.com/uploadedfiles/terrorismcover_issuedaug2010.pdf

Planning Performance Statistics 2009-2010
A survey report on Planning performance statistics has been
published on the Scottish Government website. The key findings
are:
• the number of planning applications decided by Scotland’s
planning authorities decreased from 47,220 in 2008/09 to
40,368 in 2009/10, a decrease of 14.5 per cent. During the same
period, there was a decrease of 7 per cent in the number of
applications received,
• the percentage of local applications decided within two
months increased from 62.2 per cent in 2008/09 to 63.4 per
cent in 2009/10. The percentage of major applications decided
in under four months declined from 38.7 per cent in 2008/09
to 37.0 per cent in 2009/10,
• approval rates of all applications increased from 92 per cent to
93 per cent.
The Environment Housing and Town Planning Committee
commented that although the number of Planning Applications
had gone down, the performance of Planning Departments had
not improved. Cuts in Local Authorities staffing levels have
been announced. There are real concerns that this may affect
performance further.
To download the full report, go to: http://www.scotland.gov.
uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/planapps2010
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New Planning Publications
Planning Advice Note 2/2010: Affordable Housing and
Housing Land Audits
Planning Advice Note 2/2010 (published August 2010) sets out
advice on affordable housing and housing land audits.
Part 1 of the PAN updates and replaces the advice in PAN 74
Affordable Housing (2005). PAN 2/2010 also provides advice on
housing land audits. This was previously contained in Annex A
of SPP 3 Planning for Homes (2008). It sets out advice on good
practice in the preparation of housing land audits.
To access PAN 2, go to: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Publications/2010/08/31111624/0
Planning Advice Note 3/2010 Community Engagement
The Government’s policy on community engagement is set out in
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) and in relevant Planning Circulars
such as Circulars 1/2009: Development Planning and 4/2009:
Development Management Procedures. This PAN provides
advice to communities on how they can get involved and advice
to planning authorities and developers on ways of effectively
engaging with communities on planning matters.
To access PAN 3, go to http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Publications/2010/08/30094454/0
Planning Circular 1/2009: Development Planning
Appendix 1: The Habitats Regulations
This appendix gives guidance on the application of The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, as amended, ‘the
Habitats Regulations’, to the development planning system in
Scotland. To access the Habitats Regulations go to:http://www.
scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/09/03095123/1

Consultation on the Extension of Coverage
of Freedom of Information
The consultation seeks views on whether FOI legislation should
be extended to cover organisations such as contractors who build
and/or maintain schools and hospitals; contractors who run
privately managed prisons and provide prison escort services;
contractors who build, manage and maintain trunk roads under
private finance contracts; trusts created by local authorities for
the provision of certain facilities such as for leisure and culture;
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Millers
Glasgow Housing Association (GHA) and the Association of Chief
Police Officers in Scotland.
The consultation exercise ends on 2nd November
2010. The full consultation document is available on the
Scottish Government website http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Publications/2010/07/20123725/0

Specialist Knowledge : Beautiful Flooring

Practice Library
Practices who subscribe to Practice Services can consult a number
of publications at our head office in Rutland Square, Edinburgh.
You can access the full versions of BRE Information Papers, Digests
and Good Building Guides. Our Practice library holds copies
from 2007 onwards. The Practice library also holds a copy of the
Scottish Building Standards Technical Handbooks: domestic and
non domestic as well as a number of publications on the English
Building Regulations and much more. So next time you are in
Edinburgh, why not use our members’ room and ask to consult
our publications?

Adjudication Training Day 1st November 2010
The RIAS has organised a training day which will cover the recent
changes to the Housing Grants Construction and Regeneration Act
1996 and new Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010 to help members meet
their CPD requirements. The Training Day is aimed at our existing
adjudicators but is designed to offer an entry level to those who
wish to become RIAS Adjudicators. It is open to anyone who has
an interest in legal and contractual issues and would constitute
valuable CPD for Independent Reporters, Expert Witnesses,
Arbitrators and Mediators.
The training day will be followed by a peer interview for existing
adjudicators and an exam for new entrants. The interviews and
exam will be scheduled to take place at the start of 2011. The RIAS
would like to encourage all members on its Panel of Experts to
attend the training day. To download a programme and a booking
form, go to the RIAS website.

Millers Specialist Floorcoverings
177 Leith Walk
Edinburgh
EH6 8NR

11 Olympia St
Glasgow
G40 3TA

Date: Monday 1st November Time: 9:00 to 17:00
Venue: RIAS Headquarters, 15 Rutland Square Edinburgh
Maryse Richardson, Practice Manager

Tel: 0845 2 171 712
www.millersflooring.com
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dispute resolution

Dispute Resolution Processes
As a membership body, the RIAS regularly receives expressions
of concern from clients, contractors or third parties affected by
the activities of members, and from members themselves. Most
disputes are about payment, quality of service or workmanship.
In the first instance, the RIAS (at manager level or higher)
clarifies the facts from the complainant and offers informal advice
in an attempt to resolve matters. Some communication with the
member complained of may be undertaken in an effort to avoid
the involvement of third parties. At this stage the emphasis is on
negotiation. It may be suggested that practices consider arranging
a meeting with the complainant. It may be better involving another
member of staff with no involvement in the dispute.
Mediation
If matters cannot be resolved by negotiation, the next step is
mediation. Mediation is now becoming accepted as a cost effective
and speedy alternative form of dispute resolution. While not a
‘soft’ option, it can result in the parties taking tough, but realistic,
decisions and reaching an acceptable compromise. A mediation
clause is included in all RIAS Standard Forms of Appointment. The
RIAS maintains a list of appropriately qualified mediators. This list
is available on demand and the parties are free to contact the RIAS
mediators to agree terms and conditions and an appropriate venue
for the discussion. The process is as follows:
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

a neutral mediator assists parties in their negotiations with
a view to encouraging the parties to search for creative and
constructive solutions to their dispute,
the mediator is normally someone with experience in business;
he or she will have received training and accreditation from
one of the bodies promoting the use of mediation,
proceedings are much less formal than court proceedings; the
mediator will manage the process in collaboration with the
parties,
a party can represent himself or herself, although parties often
employ a solicitor or other representative,
the process is voluntary and is not binding until the parties
have agreed and documented a solution, any party can leave at
any time during the mediation,
the whole process is confidential and conducted in private,
mediation can take place at any stage in a dispute, before
or after the parties have begun court proceedings, and can
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•
•

embrace a whole range of issues and options, according to the
needs and interests of the parties,
the proceedings are conducted on a privileged and ‘without
prejudice’ basis,
with the help of the mediator, the parties are responsible for
reaching an outcome, which is acceptable to them all.

Mediation is intended to be much cheaper than court
proceedings. Most disputes going to mediation deal with relatively
small sums of money. It is anticipated that most mediation cases
can be resolved within one or two days. The cost of the mediators’
time is usually split equally between the parties and is likely to
be around £600. However, this will depend on the nature of the
dispute and how long the mediator is required to act. This may
vary depending on the location and the mediator chosen. Success
rates are thought to be around 85 per cent.
Not every dispute is appropriate for this process. There may
be cases when a compromise is not appropriate. Mediation is
not appropriate when one of the parties has no genuine interest
in settlement or wishes to establish a legal precedent or for the
case to be heard in public. Examples include one party requiring
an interim interdict to preserve his or her rights. Mediation can
also be used after a dispute has reached court – when the parties
decide that they should take a step back and talk, and recognise
the benefits of an intermediary to assist them.
Adjudication
Adjudication is intended to be quicker and more cost effective than
litigation or arbitration. The Adjudicator must generally decide the
dispute in less than 28 days although this is often extended to 42
days. The decision is binding and is usually upheld by the Courts.
Adjudication is not suitable in all cases. If Adjudication is
specifically mentioned as one of the dispute resolution routes in
a standard form of contract or appointment such as one produced
by the RIAS, then it will be an option (it may also be required
under the Construction Act). Although it is not always necessary to
involve legal agents, you should consult your lawyer if the dispute
involves complicated legal or technical issues.
The RIAS is an Adjudicator Nominating Body and upon formal
request will nominate an adjudicator from a list of experienced
senior members of the profession. An administrative fee is charged
for nomination.
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Recent changes to the Construction Act may result in a review
of the Adjudication rules. The changes may not come into force
until 2011.
Arbitration
Arbitration is probably not well understood by lay clients and
even some professional advisers within the construction industry.
Arbitration needs to be considered where a dispute has arisen
which seems incapable of ready solution by ordinary amicable
discussion. Usually parties will have the choice of adjudication in
the first place.
From June 2010, arbitration provisions in Scotland will be
governed by the new Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010 and the
integrated Scottish Arbitration Rules. The Scottish Arbitration
Rules are divided into two types of rules:

a written contract between the parties (for example, in a building
contract, or architect’s appointment document). Even where
there is an arbitration agreement, if one of the parties raises
a court action, the court will normally proceed with that action
unless the other party requests the court to ‘sist’ (suspend) the
court proceedings to allow the parties to resolve the dispute by
arbitration.
Arbitration has a number of advantages over court
proceedings:
•

•
•

•

those that are mandatory (that is they apply to all arbitrations
and cannot be modified or disapplied by rules agreed by the
parties),
default rules (that is they apply in so far as the parties have nor
agreed to modify or disapply a rule or any part of it).

The RIAS has recently been authorised to act as an Arbitral
Appointments Referee to make an arbitral appointment (under
rule 7 of the Scottish Arbitration Rules). In a similar process to the
nomination of an adjudicator, the RIAS will nominate an arbitrator
from a list of qualified senior RIAS members. An administrative
charge will be made.
The fundamental feature, which distinguishes non-statutory
arbitration from an action in the courts is that nobody can be
compelled to refer a dispute to Arbitration without the agreement
of both parties, while an action in the courts is usually started
without the consent, or sometimes even the knowledge, of the
Defender. This agreement, however, is often to be found in the
original contract, which must be studied to see whether it does
contain a clause referring any dispute to arbitration. If it does, it
may be that a party can be compelled to arbitrate rather than adopt
any other form of procedure but this is because they have agreed
the arbitration in advance of any dispute arising – i.e., when they
set out their original contract.
An agreement to go to arbitration can be made at any stage of
a dispute, but more usually arises as an option in the conditions of

•

the technical expertise of the arbitrator, where a dispute
concerns technical, architectural, engineering or quantity
surveying/valuation issues, the parties may prefer to have
these issues decided by someone with a relevant technical
background,
arbitration is a private and confidential process between the
parties,
the arbitrator may have wider powers than are available to the
court.
The disadvantages of arbitration:

•

•

although intended as a speedy route to the resolution of a
dispute, in practice arbitration can be an extremely protracted
process if either of the parties procrastinate or are uncooperative,
the Arbiter’s fees – and probably those of his clerk/legal adviser
and the hire of the arbitral forum have to be paid for by the
parties, usually by the unsuccessful party. In litigation the cost
of the Judge and his clerk and the court administration is very
heavily subsidised and involves little expenditure for parties.

Once the decision to go to arbitration has been made, and an
agreement drawn up, the arbiter’s award is binding on the parties,
and is potentially enforceable in law. The law recognises and
supports the arbitral process by providing a statutory framework
in the Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010 which adds to, codifies and
supersedes the majority, but not all, of the common law framework
for arbitrations.
maryse richardson, practice manager
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rias accreditation

Accreditation ensures that all RIAS members have a route by
which they can demonstrate that they have specialist knowledge
in a particular area of work as well as providing a forum for specific
Continuing Professional Development (CPD).
Since 1985, the Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland
has offered accreditation in building conservation to its members
as a means of meeting the requirements of the principal funding
bodies, employers and clients and to confirm that they are suitably
qualified and experienced to act as a lead professional in grant
aided conservation work.
The RIAS then went on to successfully complete a pilot in
sustainable building design accreditation in 2004 with co-funding
from ‘Sust. The Lighthouse on Sustainability’. This scheme was
conceived and initiated by Gaia Research in 2000 as part of the
DTI sponsored Sustainable Construction CPD project. In 2008,
in response to increasing government sustainability energy
initiatives and public awareness the RIAS conducted a substantial
review of the Sustainable Building Design Accreditation scheme
in order to address the significant developments in this area of
practice and offer recognition to members who had gained specific
skill, knowledge and experience in sustainability.
Ninety-two architects are currently accredited through our
conservation scheme alongside twenty-one architects accredited
in sustainable building design.

Focus on RIAS
Accreditation
Schemes
80

Application Process
Accreditation is by a simple process of peer review by a panel
of assessors, on the basis of the applicants’ track record, largely
demonstrated through case studies. Applicants are invited to
submit written evidence of their education, training and career
history, of relevant study, knowledge and special interests and of
projects and other work completed. Accreditation may then be
recommended at one of two levels: ‘Accredited’ and ‘Advanced’.
The review panel will decide into which category the applicant best
falls on the basis of the evidence presented.
RIAS Accreditation in Conservation Architecture
Conservation architecture entails work to existing buildings or new
work which has a significant impact on an existing building or its
setting. There is a presumption that conservation architecture is
primarily concerned with listed buildings. However, its objectives
are economic and environmental as well as purely cultural.
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Conservation architecture is concerned with making old buildings
useful and sound as well as with the retention of their historical
qualities for the benefit of future generations. The skills and the
professional judgement required to repair, restore, adapt and
extend old buildings well - knowledgeably, creatively, sometimes
boldly, sometimes self-effacingly - are fundamentally those of a
good architect.
However, a conservation architect requires particular
knowledge and skills beyond those of the architect engaged only
with new work. Some of these skills may be learned through
education and formal training. Conservation architecture also
requires the sort of understanding gained from experience in
practice, usually through informal apprenticeship and working in
proximity to more experienced practitioners. The first prerequisite
is a real interest in architectural history, traditional building
techniques and conservation theory.
RIAS Accreditation in Conservation Architecture is available to
architects who can demonstrate experience, knowledge, personal
commitment and sound conservation skills in the implementation
of completed projects.
RIAS Accreditation in Sustainable Architecture
Sustainable development is now the stated policy of local,
national and international governments and of much industry
and commerce. There is a growing commitment on the part
of professional bodies to reverse unsustainable trends in
development.
The construction, fit-out, operation and ultimate demolition
of buildings is a huge factor in human impact on the environment
both directly (through material and energy consumption and
the consequent pollution and waste) and indirectly (through
the pressures on often inefficient infrastructure). The built
environment also has a crucial impact on the physical and
economic health and well-being of individuals, communities
and organisations. A good building is a delight and will enhance
a community or organisation, improve our ability to learn or
increase our productivity. A poor building will do the opposite.
Where buildings and built environments contribute to ill-health
and alienation, undermine community and create excessive
financial liability, they are undesirable and unsustainable.
Architects are well placed to effect positive change. Those
who are recognised as having a proven expertise in sustainable

architecture will have demonstrated – through design - that this
encompasses an understanding of environmental, social and
economic sustainability.
Professor Sandy Halliday, a current scheme assessor, who
has been actively involved in Sustainability Accreditation since
its inception, comments; “Like the conservation scheme, it
aimed to promote recognition of the additional skills, vigilance
and passion that is required, in this case to deliver sustainable
design. Sustainable design is advanced class design. It requires
responsibility, commitment and innovation. The RIAS Accreditation Scheme in Sustainable Architecture is a personal,
professional, peer reviewed and evidence based qualification
which recognises the skills that designers and clients require if we
are truly to move to a sustainable built environment. It is a world
first.”
She adds “The scheme advantage for clients is an assurance
that they are getting a specialist; for accredited architects it is the
recognition and endorsement of their expertise, knowledge and
experience. The advantage for building users is a healthy, vibrant,
resource efficient, affordable built environment, fit for individuals
and communities, now and in the future. For the environment the
scheme results in buildings that make minimum adverse impact
on the planet but a high impact for a sustainable future.”
RIAS Accreditation in Sustainable Architecture is
available to practising members of the RIAS (Members and
Fellows) who can demonstrate the integration of sustainability
in the design and implementation of completed projects. An
architect accredited in Sustainable Architecture will be able to
demonstrate personal commitment, knowledge and skill in
integrating sound sustainability principals into architecture and
the built environment.

If you wish to apply for either accreditation
scheme, please consult the RIAS website,
email Kirsty Ward – kward@rias.org.uk or call
0131 229 7545
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Slimlite Double Glazing Co Ltd
Slimlite Double Glazing Units
are probably the most innovative
double glazing units to come on
the market for many years.
These units were designed specifically to enable them
to be glazed into windows designed for single glazing.
Windows with the smaller glazing rebates will not
accept standard double glazed units whereas Slimlite
when glazed is unobtrusive and not visually detectable
unless from close up examination which makes them
suitable for Conservation or Listed Buildings, always
subject to Planning approval.
Slimlite are constructed with a 5mm perimeter seal
which will ensure that when glazed into the normal
single glazed rebate of 7 millimetres cannot be seen.

Edinburgh City Council have recently
approved the use of Slimlite Double
Glazed Units in A and B Listed Buildings
in Edinburgh after a trial project

By using the latest technology such as Krypton
and Xenon inert gases and warm edge spacers it is
possible to provide extremely good insulation values
mentioned above. In addition as these gases are much
heavier than the standard Argon, they also provide
improved noise reduction.

Planning Authorities are having to recognise the
2004 Protocol and the pledge to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 8% period 2008-2012
compared with 1990 level.
The replacement of one square metre of single
glazing with Slimlite Low Emissivity (Low E) glass
creates a saving of approximately 90kg of carbon
dioxide emissions per year.

Unit 2, Forth Industrial Estate, Sealcarr Street,
Granton, Edinburgh EH5 1RF

www.slimliteglass.co.uk

20mm

Butyl

48mm
Overall

4mm Low E Glass
12mm 4mm Cavity
4mm Clear Glass
6mm
Putty

8mm

rebate width

An additional feature for Slimlite is Reproduction
Crown glass, where ordinary clear flat glass is heat
treated to provide ripples and distortions to reflect
some of the properties of the old crown glass.
This is always the outer pane of a Slimlite Double
Glazed Unit which is evident in a window when
viewed externally, and provides the same insulation.

28mm

feather

The width or thickness of Slimlite is determined
by the thickness of glass and the cavity between the
glass, which determines the insulation or U Value.
Example for smaller sizes 3mm Low E/4mm Cavity,
gas/3mm Clear overall thickness 10 millimetres with
U Value 1.9. Cavities of 5mm U Value – 1.8, 6mm,
U Value 1.6 and 8mm – U Value 1.4.

20mm

8mm
4mm

It is not often that I get completely
“blown
away by a building product, but
I find this absolutely extraordinary,
looks like a single pane of glass”
Kevin McCloud as seen on
Grand Designs T.V.
Tel. 0131

551 2931 Fax. 0131 551 2932
Free Phone. 0800 316 6031
Email. mail@slimliteglass.co.uk
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FINANCE

NEST EGG?

Frame A. Broadfoot of RIAS PFS provides
information on the national employment
savings trust (NEST)
In December 2006, the Government published a White Paper
outlining its workplace pension reforms, including proposals for
NEST (the National Employment Savings Trust) – previously
called Personal Accounts. This led to the Workplace Pension
Reforms set out in the Pensions Act 2008. These reforms aim to
increase individuals’ savings for retirement.
A new, simple, low cost pension scheme, NEST will be
introduced as part of the workplace pension reforms and will have
the following key features.
Governance
NEST will be a trust based defined contribution occupational
pension scheme. It will be regulated in the same way as existing
trust based defined contribution schemes.
What is the National Employment Savings Trust
(NEST)?
In a move to encourage saving for retirement, the Government is
introducing this new low cost saving scheme. It is to be introduced
from 2012 and employees who do not offer access to a suitable
alternative pension arrangement will be able to use personal
accounts for their employees.
Employees will be automatically enrolled in the scheme but
will have the opportunity to say they do not want to join. They will
also be able to come out again at a later date if they want to.
Contributions will be paid by employees and employers and
invested in a range of funds. At retirement, the accumulated fund
will be used to provide an income for the member’s lifetime.
Members of the scheme and their employers will be able to pay
additional contributions above the specified levels. However, there
will be an overall limit on the total amount that can be invested in

the scheme each year. At present this limit has been set at £3,600
per annum.
The scheme will be run by a board of trustees. The trustees will
run the scheme independent of Government and the scheme will
be regulated by The Pensions Regulator in common with all other
occupational pension schemes.
The way forward
It is imperative to start planning ahead now and structure your
employee benefit packages to protect both the company and your
employees. RIAS PFS hopes to host a series of seminars to make
you aware of your obligations under the new Act.
If you would like a direct meeting please do not hesitate to
contact us at RIAS PFS.

RIAS PFS
Tel 0141 226 8866
Email info@riaspfs.com
Web www.riaspfs.com
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Building Standards

TECHNICAL
HANDBOOKS 2010
The new 2010 Building Standards Technical
Handbooks are now available.
Amendments to building regulations come into force
on the1st October 2010 and the revised guidance
in the handbooks provides ways of complying with
the standards. There have been changes made to
all the sections within the handbooks and these will
apply to building warrant applications from that
date.

To order your copy, please visit:
www.tsoshop.co.uk
or contact TSO:
t 0870 600 5522
f 0870 600 5544
e customer.services@tso.co.uk

The situation
The insurers are informed that a developer has announced his
intention to sue his architect over the unsaleability of houses he
had erected in some back gardens. Following a complaint from the
[ever-watchful] adjacent proprietor, the Council’s enforcement
officer had duly trundled out to find that the houses were indeed
larger and taller than those for which planning permission
had been given and insisted on an application for retrospective
planning permission. Some buyers, learning this, withdrew and
the developer was seeking compensation.
The project
Building on this site had been granted full planning permission
to a previous developer. The new developer asked his architect to
look over the proposals with a view to maximising the use of the
site. On receipt of the plans, however, the architect found that the
scheme was unbuildable. The elevations did not match the plans,
there were significant dimensional difficulties (for example, the
bathroom as drawn was too small to hold a bath) and the storey
heights had been wrongly stated. Without, it seems, informing
the client of these difficulties (and despite a grossly cut fee), the
architect set about making the plans workable, which resulted in
a larger, taller structure. In response to the request to maximise
the value of the site, they also prepared a slightly larger alternative
with increased accommodation. The ‘corrected’ and the larger sets
of plans were both winged off to the planners enquiring whether
either would require a new planning application. The client’s
solicitors subsequently claimed that the architect had been told
by the planners that both schemes would require a resubmission,
but that he had never passed that information back and had never
re-applied.
However, there had been several discussions between architect
and planners, at which it had been made clear that whilst the larger
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too helpful by half?
Charles McKean continues his popular series highlighting the
background and outcome of claims made to RIASIS

design would certainly require a new application, the ‘corrected’
set was acceptable. The architect took that to mean that a new
application would not be required and duly informed his client
so. Unfortunately, these discussions were undocumented and
unrecorded. Although a copy of the ‘corrected set’ of plans was later
found properly lodged at the planning office, the planning officer
had never confirmed in writing his decision that construction
could proceed. Worse, when the client did proceed (the architect’s
commission having terminated), the contractor made further
variations in line with the ‘larger’ scheme, which took the buildings
0.7 metres higher than that for which planning permission had
originally been granted. The planning department luckily proved
very understanding over what was an inadvertent mix up and
eventually passed the ‘corrected’ version. The lawsuit then shrunk
to one for loss, disruption and expense caused by the delay in sale.
Issues of Liability
It seems that the client was never made fully aware of just how
much reworking of those original inaccurate drawings the
architects had to undertake within their minuscule fee – nor
indeed of the nature of the required changes. Consequently, he
may have remained unaware of the potential implications of what
he may have regarded as minor changes proposed by his contractor.
Equally the architects could not be held liable for wrong work by
the contractor - provided that there was a definitive set of drawings
with planning permission. However, the architect’s failure to get
written confirmation that the ‘corrected’ set – and those only –
had been approved might have rendered them vulnerable.
The case for the architect was that he had agreed the ‘corrected’
version with the planners, and it was the builders’ unauthorised
divergence that required retrospective planning permission: i.e.,
no liability attached to the architect. The Company felt, however,
that it would probably be much more expensive to argue that case

than the claim was worth. The claim was an aggregation of the
costs rising from the developer being unable to sell his houses:
namely their continuing maintenance, legal fees, advertising,
furniture hire and presentation and bank charges. Negotiation was
clearly a preferable option and the architect was asked to contact
his client accordingly.
Outcome
Despite repeated attempts, there was no response to the architect’s
approach. Then it appeared that the houses were occupied,
implying that the financial pressure upon the developer had been
relieved. After the normal period of waiting, the file was closed
with no further action.
Lessons
Perhaps the architect was trying to be just a little bit too helpful
in this case: doing too much for an outrageously small fee that
would barely cover the ‘corrected’ design never mind a new one.
Nonetheless, the entire file hinges around the absence of a small
piece of paper: a confirmation of a discussion to the effect that
the ‘corrected’ design did not need a new planning application.
What ever might have been the case with the building and its taller
roof, that paper would have relieved the architect of any potential
liability.
Moral
How many thousands of pounds has a little piece of corroborating
paper evidence to be worth before some architects realise just how
important it might be?
RIAS INSURANCE SERVICES
Tel 0131 311 4292 Fax 0131 311 4280
Email ian.mccallum@marsh.com
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CHAPTERS

the hippodrome, bo’ness
refurbishment by
the pollock hammond partnership
photo: falkirk council

the rias is a federation of six local chapters.
chapter activity is central to the life of the
incorporation and our services to our members.
these updates illustrate the breadth and
quality of chapter activity.
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aberdeen

www.aberdeenarchitects.org

This year’s prize-winners reception at The Scott Sutherland School
of Architecture was combined with the opening of the end of year
show and presentation of the Aberdeen Society of Architects Silver
Medal, awarded to the top student in the final year of the Masters
degree course.
The overall standard of work was of a very high quality and
a number of the schemes were outstanding in content, design
aesthetics, innovation and presentation, presenting the judges,
Gordon Smith (ASA President) and David Chouman (ASA
Council Member) with a difficult choice to make. Two students,
whose schemes were different in approach and brief, could not be
separated and were worthy joint winners:
Raju Noor: Liveable Cities, Mixed Use Development
Rick Burney: A Market for the City, Mixed Use Development
Commendations were also awarded to Ross Fox and Joseph
Williams.
The Aberdeen City Heritage Trust Annual Lecture 2010 on ‘The
Granite City’ was held in the Town and County Hall of the Town
House on 22nd June and was well attended. The guest speakers
were Dr Ewan Hyslop of the British Geological Survey and Colin
Tennant of the Scottish Stone Liaison Group.
The Aberdeenshire Design Awards is a bi-annual event that
assesses projects in various categories, not chiefly architectural
but encompassing Public Art, Rural Landscape, Sustainability,
Craftsmanship, Conservation and the built environment of
Commercial Development and Housing. The awards are intended
to encourage the application of design principles in the Local Plan:
good design is increasingly being recognised by Aberdeenshire as
having a beneficial impact.
This year there were more than 160 submissions, an excellent
entry taking into consideration the current economic downturn.
Along with the other judges and specialist advisers the ASA
President visited 34 shortlisted schemes over two days in July.
The awards were presented at a reception at Haddo House,
Aberdeenshire on 2nd September. The high standard of this year’s
entries was an indication of improvement in standards year on
year. One such winner, House on the Hill by Paterson Architects
was a winner of a RIBA Award. Another ground breaking winner
was the passive zero carbon dwelling, Comers of Kebbaty Croft,
Midmar by Gokay Deveci, the first of its kind in Scotland.
Following various meetings and induction of panellists

rick burney

throughout the summer, the Design Review Panel is now ready
to ‘interrogate’ architects, having gone through a ‘dry run’ of a live
scheme.
Fourteen members of ASA participated in the RIAS trip to
Scotland’s Housing Expo at Milton of Leys on 4th August. The
day was not long enough to give adequate time on an individual
house basis, although many were not finished when we visited.
Considering the circumstances and time constraints which the
Expo team faced it would be churlish to complain. The consensus
of opinion was that it was stimulating in showcasing innovative
ideas of design and construction.
CPD continued the following week on 11th August with the
well attended BSD/RIAS CPD update on the Building Standards
Technical Handbooks 2010 which was held at the Arts Centre in
Aberdeen. Other events over the summer included an invitation to
SELECT’s Networking Dinner at Trinity Hall, home of the Seven
Incorporated Trades of Aberdeen and a clay pigeon shoot organised
by the RICS. Unfortunately, we were unable to be represented at
the latter event so they stuck pictures of architects on the clays!
They couldn’t miss then!
A call for entries for the ASA Awards will be made shortly and
announced on the RIAS website and via the e-bulletin. Judging
will take place in the autumn and the awards will be presented at
our annual dinner. The Chapter is also currently organising crossauthority meetings with Planning and Building Control to resolve
issues and address concerns of architects and planners. A full
programme of CPD and visits planned for the winter session and
other social events will be announced on our website.
Gordon G Smith FRIAS, President ASA
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dundee house, reiach and hall

dundee house – work in progress

Although the summer has historically been a quiet quarter for the
Dundee Institute of Architects this summer has proven to be a
bumper period for the Institute. The main thrust of our efforts was
the organisation of a retrospective exhibition of our last six years
of DIA Awards which was hosted by Angus Council in Arbroath
Art Gallery.
We made a conscious effort during our 125th anniversary year
to hold more events throughout the Chapter area. The exhibition
was a major success from that point of view and is an idea which we
hope to repeat both in Fife and Perth and Kinross. The exhibition
was held during the height of the summer holidays and reflected
on DIA award winning projects, such as The Shed in Meigle, The
Kitchen in Inverness, and Aberdeen’s Harbour Control Tower
amongst many others. Spin off educational initiatives were also
organised to give children an insight into design and architecture.
The exhibition was well attended and was launched by Angus
Council’s Depute Provost Peter Murphy. Liaison with the world of
politics has been a feature of our efforts over the last two years and
we are eager to use events such as this to create such opportunities
at a local level.
Following on from our Question Time event during the run up
to the general election we held a very productive ‘coal face’ meeting
with Cabinet Secretary John Swinney which was covered in my
last report. The main result from that meeting was the offer of
a follow up meeting regarding procurement with senior civil
servants which has now been held at the RIAS. We hope that this
will be the start of an ongoing relationship. In an effort to continue
such dialogue we arranged a meeting with Shona Robison MSP,

Minister for Public Health, which was held later in September and
we aim to arrange similar meetings with other local MSPs.
Our annual awards have been launched and have seen a
very healthy number of entries in spite of the recession. In an
acknowledgement of the economic gloom we have created a new
‘on the drawing board’ category which has proven popular. The
judging process will begin in the near future and will see Clive
Gilman, Director of DCA, lead the judging panel. The judging
should conclude in October and the annual awards dinner will
take place on Thursday 18th November. The RIAS President David
Dunbar has accepted an invitation to attend and our key speaker is
Murdo Fraser MSP, Deputy Leader of the Scottish Conservatives.
The development of our anniversary review is continuing and
we have captured the views of a representative cross section of
our past presidents and directors of planning. We will conclude the
production of this publication during my tenure as President.
The Chapter continues to liaise with the Tayside Construction
Forum and the Scottish Construction Centre, particularly regarding
procurement. The TCF intends to facilitate our main CPD events.
A tour of Reiach and Hall’s Dundee House on Thursday 30th
September launched a new series of Supper CPD events. Details
will be circulated to our membership in the coming weeks. This is a
format we hope to replicate elsewhere in the chapter.

88

Willie Watt FRIAS, President DIA

A U T U M N 2 010 R I A S Q U A R T E R LY

edinburgh

www.eaa.org.uk

After a break in July EAA Council resumed its monthly meetings
in August. Although the summer months are traditionally a quiet
time, July, August and September saw sustained activity with the
City of Edinburgh Council Planning Department. Council and
Chapter members contributed to the monthly meetings of the
Edinburgh Urban Design Panel where issues and projects ranging
from affordable housing to school design were discussed.
Two Council members also took part in a one day charette as
part of the preparation of an Area Development Framework for
the Waterfront and Leith. The workshop is part of a process to
encourage collaborative working to achieve a consensus on issues
common to all interest and stakeholders in the area, and its output
is a plan around which all interests can coalesce to promote a
collective and refreshed vision for the future of the Waterfront.
Robert Black, Past President of EAA, commented that the charette
was extremely well organised and facilitated. All delegates,
from landowners to community council members, were able to
make pertinent contributions in discussions which covered the
economies, hearts, physical connectivities and synergies between
Leith, Newhaven and Granton. As Neil Maxwell reports the main
driver was ‘how do we find a way forward with one of Terry Farrell’s
legacy challenges when only fragments of the various Waterfront
masterplans have been realised on the ground?’
It is intended that this will be a continuing process and that
another workshop will be held with all stakeholders before a
finalised Area Development Framework can be put before the
planning committee for implementation as a more flexible and
community focussed replacement to the various masterplans
for the Waterfront, which have come to grief as a result of the
economic downturn. We will also be represented at a proposed
workshop for the City Centre Southern Arc ADF.
The quarterly liaison meeting between EAA and CEC Planning
department resumed in August. The quantity of and reasons for
invalid planning applications were discussed. Further collaboration
is planned with involvement in a CEC project on the planning
process and presentation of a future CPD event on the process
from the point of view of architects and other professionals.
The Autumn CPD programme launched with a popular visit to
the John Hope Gateway at the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh
by Edward Cullinan Architects. A group of over 30 toured the
building after a presentation by Ian Hargreaves (Buro Happold)
and Colin Hamilton (Max Fordham Partnership). Sustainability

Royal visit to the John Hope Gateway. Image © Buro Happold

issues were high on the agenda for this competition winning
project and the speakers gave a detailed presentation on how these
had been addressed.
In September we had a fascinating talk on conservation and
how architects’ experience in Scotland translates in the very
different climates of Cuba and India. Ian Parsons discussed his
involvement with the Cuba Conservation Trust, which aims to
foster improved relations between Scotland and Cuba and apply
expertise gained from the restoration of Scottish buildings to
Cuba’s crumbling built heritage. James Simpson covered his work
with the Kolkata Scottish Heritage Trust and its efforts to restore
the Scottish Cemetery there. The Trust also works to conserve
the considerable Scottish heritage in Calcutta. Their interesting
and passionate presentations were followed by a discussion with
Torsten Haak, Chair of the ICOMOS-UK International Affairs
Liaison Committee, one of whose objectives is to promote UK
expertise in conservation overseas.
Future events include Nick Charlton Smith updating us on the
2010 revisions to Section 5 Noise of the Building Regulations (27th
October) and Annette Baehr from the Passivhaus Institute on 1st
December.
At the beginning of September we welcomed Beth Cumpstey as
our new part-time Secretary. Beth assumed the reins from Jackie
Patterson who has taken up a full time post. We are very grateful
to Jackie for her positive and pro-active approach over the last 18
months and especially for her sterling work on the EAA Awards
and in setting up a Procedures Manual which will greatly assist in
the future smooth running of EAA affairs. We wish Jackie every
success in her new job.
Kenneth C Ralston RIAS, President EAA
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scottish ballet headquarters @ tramway. image: david morris

small animal hospital. image: andrew lee

Since last reporting, the Glasgow Institute of Architects has held
two well attended Council meetings, organised three building
visits, two seminars for Chapter members, selected Student Award
winners at both Glasgow schools of architecture (the results are
listed on the Chapter website), established a subcommittee for the
purposes of re-designing the website, met with Historic Scotland,
established a West of Scotland Traditional Building Forum and
launched the 2010 Annual Design Awards. The results of the
awards will be announced at the Annual Members’ Dinner at Oran
Mor, Byres Road, Glasgow on Friday 12th November.
Council now has a membership of twenty-two (including
the Honorary Treasurer, new Secretary Elizabeth Reid, and two
student representatives). All five committees are actively engaged
in both their normal activities and new initiatives. For the ConSus Committee, this has included the creation of a large group
of co-opted members drawn from the fields of conservation and
sustainability and the organisation of a highly successful coach
trip to the Highland Housing Expo.
The Education Committee is currently working towards the
launch of this year’s Alexander Thomson Travelling Scholarship
with an anticipated return to either a measured drawing or sketch
ideas competition. The launch of the scholarship is scheduled to
coincide with the presentation of this year’s Student Awards at
the House for an Art Lover in Bellahouston Park on 21st October,
where ZM Architecture will be in attendance to report on the

development of their scheme for the Queen’s Park Performance
Space, won in competition in June 2010.
The Practice/CPD Committee has organised hugely popular
visits to Malcolm Fraser Architects’ Scottish Ballet Headquarters
and Archial’s Small Animal Hospital, while the most recent lecture
enjoyed by members was given by Barcelona architect Jordi Fauli
who took time out during a whirlwind visit to the city to talk
about his twenty years working as part of the team responsible
for the completion of Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia. GIA is enjoying a
collaboration with Glasgow City Heritage Trust, whose conference
room is ideally suited for the Chapter’s Council and committee
meetings and assorted seminars and this last lecture was promoted
as a joint event.
Other Chapter activities have seen the President representing
GIA as a Selector for the city’s St Mungo Prize (the results still
being confidential) and the copying of the GIA Members’ Album
(containing portraits of John Keppie, H E Clifford, T L Watson and
others) for incorporation in the Dictionary of Scottish Architects
archive. Finally, the Practice/CPD Committee is once again
considering the launch of a GIA Photography Competition, the
theme being the urban beauty of the Chapter area.
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IAA Awards
After a summer of events and exhibitions, the IAA Design Awards
2010 are now entering the home stretch. Events have been held
in Inverness, Portree, Elgin and Stromness. We are now looking
forward to our annual conference in Strathpeffer for our grand
finale on 12th November.
Each event has provided an opportunity to meet up with our
colleagues, suppliers, contractors and clients across the IAA area.
They have provided an opportunity to exchange news and views
on architecture and the current development climate across the
North of Scotland.
IAA Annual CPD Conference
The IAA annual CPD Conference will be combined with the Awards
Finale at Strathpeffer Pavilion on 12th November. A packed
programme of seminars has been put together combining practice
issues for dealing with the recession, technical issues and design.
Student Award
The IAA Student Award was presented to Niamh Treacy of The
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture. The judging panel
comprised IAA President Calum Maclean and IAA council member
Jim Alexander. The winning scheme was a dramatic proposal for a
retreat in the coastal village of Collieston, Aberdeenshire. It was a
daring solution that provoked an interesting philosophical debate
on a number of architectural levels. The panel was impressed by
the quality of work on display which made the final decision very
difficult and in a break with tradition it was also decided to offer
commendations to two other students, Rowan Morrice and Kirsti
Oygarden.
Calum Maclean, President IAA

Duaisean IAA
An dèidh mìosan de thachartasan agus de thaisbeanaidhean
fad an t-samhraidh, tha Duaisean Dealbhaidh IAA 2010 a-nis a’
tighinn chun na h-ìre mu dheireadh. Tha tachartasan air a bhith a’
gabhail àite ann am Port Rìgh, Eilginn agus Sròm Nis. Tha sinn a’
coimhead air adhart a-nis ri ar mòr-chuirm dheireannaich ann an
Srath Pheofhair air 12mh Samhain.
Tha gach tachartas air cothrom a thoirt seachad air
coinneachadh ris na co-oibrichean againn tarsainn raonobrach IAA, coinneachadh ri solaraichean, cunnradairean agus
luchd-dèiligidh. Tha iad air cothrom a sholarachadh dhuinn air
naidheachan agus beachdan air ailtireachd iomlaid a thuilleadh air
deasbad air an t-suidheachadh leasachaidh a tha an làthair aig an
àm seo fhèin.
Co-labhairt CPD Bhliadhnail IAA
Bidh a’ Cho-labhairt CPD Bhliadhnail aig IAA a’ gabhail àite còmhla
ri Mòr-chuirm nan Duaisean ann am Pàillean Shrath Pheofhair air
12mh Samhain. Tha prògram loma-làn de cho-chonaltraidhean air
a chur ri chèile a tha a’ co-chòmhlanachadh cùisean cleachdaidh a
thaobh dèiligeadh le crìonadh an eaconamaidh, nithean teicnigeach
agus dealbhadh.
Duais nan Oileanach
Chaidh Duais Oileanach IAA a bhuileachadh air Niamh Treacy à
Sgoil Ailtireachd Scott Sutherland. Air a’ phannal breithneachaidh
bha Calum MacGillEathain, Ceann-suidhe IAA, agus Jim Alexander,
ball den chomhairle. Bha an sgeama a bhuannaich a’ nochdadh
moladh dràmadach a thaobh ionad tèarmainn ann am baile còrsa
Colllieston ann an Siorrachd Obar Dheathain. B’ e fuasgladh dàna
a bh’ ann an seo a phiobraich deasbad feallsanachail inntinneach
air grunn ìrean ailtireachdail.
Bha deagh bharail aig a’ phannal air gnè na h-obrach a bha air a
taisbeanadh agus dh’ fhàg sin e glè dhuilich a thighinn chun a’ chodhùnaidh dheireannaich, agus ao-coltach ris an t-suidheachadh
thraidiseanta, chaidh co-dhùnadh cuideachd àrd-mholadh a
thairgsinn do dhithis oileanach eile, Rowan Morrice agus Kirsti
Oygarden.
Calum MacGillEathain, Ceann-suidhe IAA
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Pitairlie Dyking & Guillotined Stone – Solway Coast House – Simon Winstanley Architects

Pitairlie Guillotined Stone – Private Home, Newbigging – Designed & Built by Denﬁnd Stone

Pitairlie Guillotined Stone Gabions – Hillcrest Housing Association, Dundee

Pitairlie Dyking Stone – Crieff Hydro – Built by Denﬁnd Stone - Design – David Wilson

• Natural sandstone from Pitairlie Quarry

•Guillotined stone for cladding on new build or extensions
• Available in a range of widths to suit individual requirements
• Suitable for external and internal design and build
•Hand picked ﬂat bedded stone - loose or bagged
• Ideal for any dry stone or mortared walling and gabion baskets
• Highly trained traditional stone building squads
•Bespoke stone installations to your speciﬁcation
• Source and supply alternative stone by request
DENFIND FARM - MONIKIE – ANGUS - DD5 3PZ
Please take a few moments to check out our website or phone us to discuss your requirements.
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This brief Chapter Report is followed by thoughts from the Chapter Vice
President – supporting the Incorporation’s ongoing P.R. and political
campaigning on procurement and the role of architecture in society.
Stirling Society of Architects Award
A healthy number of entries were received for the 2010 Award.
David Dunbar PRIAS and Professor Andy McMillan joined Sandy
Dawson in visiting the shortlist. The award was presented to the
The Pollock Hammond Partnership for their refurbishment of the
Hippodrome, Bo’ness.
CPD Event
The Chapter’s autumn CPD event in the Tolbooth, Stirling focused
on the revisions to the Building Standards in detail with talks from
Nick Charlton Smith and Eric Marchant. Eugene Mullan of Smith
Scott Mullan was the ‘Design’ speaker on the day.
Chapter Website
October should see the relaunch of the Chapter website. Details
are being clarified but practices and members will shortly receive
details to allow them to populate their practice profiles.
Sandy Dawson RIAS, President SSA
The global fallout from the mis-selling of sub-prime mortgages in
the United States and the impact upon the architectural profession
in Scotland could never have been predicted. Many regarded
the subsequent near collapse of our venerable Scottish banking
institutions, until government intervention managed to prop
them up, as bankers reaped what they had sown in toxic debt.
Tragically, the financial crisis and the money spent bailing
out the banks has had far reaching consequences across the
development sector. Local Government spending is being hit with
in-house design departments reducing in scale and looking for
substantial cost savings. Such is the scale of cutting across the board
that the loss of employment in the public sector has not resulted
in new commissions in the private sector. Housing contracts,
funded out of tenants’ rents will continue, if only to satisfy the
requirements of the Scottish Housing Quality Standard. Nonhousing capital projects have been shelved or budgets radically
reduced as the UK can no longer afford the ongoing revenue costs.
The fact that government supported borrowing is at significantly

more preferential rates than are available to the private sector
becomes irrelevant in this context.
Developers and housebuilders can’t get funding to build at
attractive interest rates. This is arguably stifling any form of
recovery, despite the impending housing crisis as more homes
are required, not fewer. Registered Social Landlords can’t access
private finance at reasonable rates to supplement their Scottish
Government housing grants. They are looking for more creative
ways of funding projects.
Building contractors are struggling with larger contractors
feeding on smaller contractors workloads. Some have fallen by
the wayside, notably Hunter & Clark, John Dickie Homes, Chard,
Clachan, Torith and Forman Construction. Connaught, with over
10,000 employees, has been placed in administration.
Private practices are working on shortened hours with salary
increases a thing of the past. Associated property professionals
have seen their sectors decimated. The estate agents, property
surveyors, planning, land and quantity surveyors are all similarly
affected by the collapse in construction and construction funding.
Against this background it is ironic that procurement is ever
more convoluted with PQQ’s, policies and procedures stifling
commissions, often with a ‘bigger is better’ approach. The Scottish
Futures Trust and their Hub initiatives see commissioning on a
contractor lead model as the most cost effective approach. Only
multi-nationals, often from outwith Scotland, seem to fulfil their
scale and track-record stipulations.
Hiding from the problem is not an option. The alternative,
to be proactive, innovative and positive is the only approach
to take. The profession came through the recession of the early
nineties. Arguably it made us stronger. The current scenario
is much tougher. We have to go on the attack, to reinforce and
educate the wider public on the value that architects can add to
projects through design and innovation. We need to diversify and
look at other sectors for our workloads. We need to be better at
promoting the profession. We need to challenge our politicians
to raise their game, realise the value of design and address the
impending housing and public sector crisis. With the Scottish
elections due in May 2011 now is a good time to raise issues and
influence manifesto commitments.
In conclusion, maybe the question should be: “where do you
want our profession to be when we come out of this?”
Stephen Lynas RIAS, Vice President SSA
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JUNE 2010
16 RIAS Fellows Reception / RIBA Awards
Ceremony
24 RIBA Council

JULY 2010
13 Royal Garden Party, Holyrood
15 A+DS and RIAS Student Awards
Judging
29 Conservation Accreditation Meeting
with James Simpson OBE FRIAS and
George Ferguson PPRIBA

august 2010
30 Scottish Government Procurement
RIAS COUNCIL, september 2010

Meeting, RIAS HQ
30 Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Usher
Hall, Edinburgh

september 2010
01 RIAS PPC
06 Meeting with Mark Brownrigg, Learning
& Teaching Scotland and the Secretary,
Glasgow
06 Lunch with Anne Lorne Gillies and the
Secretary, Glasgow
SWITZERLAND VISIT

SWITZERLAND VISIT

07 Lunch with Karen Anderson and Jim
MacDonald of A+DS and the Secretary,
Glasgow
08-11 RIAS Delegation to Switzerland
14 Glasgow Boys Reception, Kelvingrove
Museum and Art Gallery, Glasgow

october 2010
05 Tourist Routes Conference, The Hub,
Edinburgh
05 Speirs + Major Celebration, Scottish
Parliament
06 Scottish Design Tutor Award Judging
Visit, University of Strathclyde
07 RIBA Council
SPEIRS + MAJOR CELEBRATION
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11 Dinner with Barry White, Chief
Executive of Scottish Futures Trust
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Report on September
2010 Council
The Management Accounts to the half year
showed a reduced positive balance, despite
a number of adverse and favourable
variances. Council approved the accounts
with a net surplus of £740.00. The adverse
variances included staff costs, RIAS
Quarterly, publishing, computer costs
and valuation fees, balanced by positive
changes in members’ subscriptions, the
convention, practice services, postage and
the exempt VAT restriction.
Council marked the passing of seven
Members, noted two resignations and a
non-payment of subscriptions. Council
approved a removal for non-payment, six
transfers to Retired, three from Retired to
Full Membership, two Re-instatements,
28 elections to Student Membership, 13
to Membership and eight nominations
to Fellowship or Honorary Fellowship.
Council considered the CVs of the latter
and approved the nominees.
The synchronisation and simplification
of the subscription rates between the
RIBA and RIAS as an ongoing adjustment
resulting from the RIAS/RIBA Partnership
Agreement and that the “outwith” term be
replaced with “International” and “Rest of
UK” was agreed by Council.
The effect of the recession on RIAS
income was indicated to Council at around
17% over the preceding three years and
a worst case scenario extrapolated of a
reduction of income of 50% in 2014. Many
cost saving measures have been introduced
while endeavouring to enhance services to
the membership, reinforce promotion and
political outreach, improve governance
and maintain a lively programme of

events. Council noted this and agreed that
in the light of the current financial climate
the Incorporation’s Strategy should be
revisited and a report made to the next
Council in December.
The President’s Select Committee on
Procurement is now fully constituted
and the structure of its report agreed
to include identifying the problems and
consequences in respect of procurement.
There was an active discussion at Council
on the issue of procurement and many
contributions made on the issue.
The recent changes to the Housing
Grants Construction and Regeneration Act
1996 and the new Arbitration Scotland
Act 2010 has led the Incorporation into
a phased reorganisation of its panels
of experts, Adjudicators, Arbitrators,
Mediators, Expert Witnesses and
Independent Reporters. This will ensure
that the process of selection is fair and that
members meet the highest standards of
professional competence. Council adopted
the proposed reorganisation.
The amendments to Byelaws and
membership categories to be presented
to the Special General Meeting of the
Incorporation to follow Council, included
the deletion of the ordinary membership
class of “Associate” in favour of “Member”,
the removal of any restriction arising from
place of residence, employment or education and an amendment to permit retiral
of members below the present age of 55
under special circumstances were presented
to Council for information.
The nationally elected representatives
for 2010, having been elected by ballot on
5th August 2010, were noted as Brendan
Liam Diamond, Michael J Goudie and
Stewart A Henderson.

Council noted the clarification of the
procedures for the nomination and election
of the RIAS President. The Electoral College
consists of the Council who nominate the
President-elect and the election takes place
at the AGM. The AGM has power of refusal
only. The President should raise the issue
of his successor at the September Council
and may take the lead in nominating his
successor. He is also required to ask Council
for any potential candidates for nomination at December Council and election at
the subsequent AGM.
Electoral anomalies arising from the
new RIBA governance mechanism in the
loss of voting rights on RIBA Council for
the ex-officio RIAS President and the two
RIBA representatives to Scotland were
noted. Council agreed to the President and
Secretary discussing the matter with the
RIBA President and Chief Executive.
The robust press profile adopted by the
Incorporation was highlighted to Council
along with the regular monthly e-bulletins
and RIAS Quarterly. The outline of the new
RIAS website was presented to Council
and was approved, with very positive
comment.
Updated guidance on the use of the
RIAS Seal (Crest) was necessary to ensure
that external organisations were unable
to make use of the Seal in their publicity.
Council agreed to adopt the changes
proposed.
The Scottish Communities Projects
Fund is managed by James Spence
Watson FRIAS on behalf of the RIAS and
Council noted his report for 2010 with
approbation.
Council noted that a further tranche of
internal improvements is being progressed
and that this will include the upgrading
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of the emergency lighting resulting from
the granting of the liquor license last
year, repainting of the basement and subbasements, feature lighting, electrical
upgrading and re-carpeting.
The President commended the Secretary
and Depute Secretary on the extensive
penetration into the media as represented
by the report placed before Council.
The new RIAS Online Directory and the
published version will be promoted shortly.
The proposal was put to Council that in
future 20% of the architect employees of
any practice should be members of the
Incorporation to qualify for an entry.
This is to ensure that those practices in
the Directory are those who endorse and
support the Incorporation. Council agreed
to adopt this proposal.
An update on the operation of the
RIAS Energy Design Certification Scheme
outlined a rise in the number of Approved
Certifiers of Design and subscribers.
There will be a further Scheme audit by
the Building Services Division (BSD) of
the Scottish Government in November. A
further opportunity was identified with BSD
working on the development of a Section 7,
to be concerned with sustainability.
Council noted the successful launch of
Dr James Macauley Hon FRIAS’ biography
on Charles Rennie Mackintosh on 9th June
2010 and the two half day seminars on the
recent changes to the Building Regulations
in Stirling and Aberdeen. RIAS visits to
the Housing Expo from Edinburgh and
Aberdeen and Edinburgh also took place on
4th August 2010.
A J Hugh FRIAS
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Amendments to Charter and Byelaws
A Special General Meeting of the Royal Incorporation was called on 15 September
2010 to consider three proposals to amend the Incorporation’s Charter and
Byelaws.

Adoption of ‘Member’ to replace the term ‘Associate’
The first proposal was to change the title of the standard membership class of
‘Associate’ to ‘Member’. This change was proposed in order to end any confusion
caused by the use of ‘Associate’. Many other membership organisations, such as
our sister organisation the RIBA, use ‘associate’ to describe a class of membership
of partial qualification or to denote those exhibiting an interest in a profession
rather than to recognise a full, chartered member.
This amendment asks members to reflect this change by altering the professional
initials ‘ARIAS’ to ‘RIAS’ after their names. This change may be phased in so that
there is no need to immediately change your existing letterhead and promotional
materials bearing the ‘ARIAS’ suffix.

Remove of Place of Education, Employment or Residence
Qualifications for Membership
The SGM also considered and approved a proposal to remove any restriction to
membership arising from place of residence, place of employment or place of
education. This change simply opens up membership to the Incorporation and does
not change the intent or aims of the RIAS. We would like to confirm that there is no
intention to deviate from our agreement with the RIBA; this amendment simply
equalises the relationship.

Variation in Date of Retiral Clause
The final proposal was to amend Byelaw 10 to allow for the early retiral of members,
i.e. below the currently stipulated age of 55, in special circumstances, dependant on
Council approval. The Byelaw will now read:
“Any Fellow or Member who has reached the age of 55 (or earlier at the Council’s
discretion) and has retired from practice as an architect may, subject to the
approval of the Council, be transferred without election to the category of ‘Retired
Fellow’ or ‘Retired Member’ as the case may be…”.
The Secretary
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RIAS LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Lighting Architect Jonathan Speirs FRIAS wins
Fifth Ever RIAS Lifetime Achievement Award

jonathan speirs

The Incorporation has presented the
internationally renowned lighting architect,
Jonathan Speirs, of Edinburgh and London
based, Speirs + Major, with a Lifetime
Achievement Award, the highest accolade
within Scottish architecture and the
greatest honour the Incorporation bestows.
The award was presented at a Parliamentary
reception at Holyrood, hosted by the Rt Hon
Presiding Officer of the Scottish Parliament,
Alex Fergusson. The RIAS reception
celebrated Speirs + Major’s unprecedented
recent achievement of winning a third
International Association of Lighting
Designers (IALD)’ annual Radiance Award
in a row. This is the world’s most prestigious
award in lighting design.
Jonathan, a Chartered Architect and
longtime member of the RIAS, is the fifth

jonathan with his colleagues

recipient of the Incorporation’s Lifetime
Achievement Award. Previous recipients
are Richard Gibson of Richard Gibson
Architects, Robert Steedman of Morris and
Steedman and the architectural partnership
Professors Andy MacMillan and Isi
Metzstein of Gillespie, Kidd and Coia.
David Dunbar, President RIAS
commented: “The achievement of Speirs +
Major is remarkable and something of which
all of us in Scotland should be very proud.
Founded and based in Edinburgh, this is a
company with worldwide reach and very
significant international success. The fact
that Speirs + Major have worked alongside
very many of the best known architectural
names across the world indicates the high
regard in which they and the quality of their
work are held.”

Jonathan, who believed he was invited
to the Parliament to receive a Fellowship of
the Incorporation (which was presented at
the beginning of the reception), declared
himself deeply shocked, but delighted
by the Lifetime Achievement Award. He
insisted on emphasising the contribution of
the staff of Speirs + Major, his co-directors
Mark Major and Keith Bradshaw and
colleagues from the Edinburgh and London
offices of Speirs + Major. The staff of Speirs
+ Major attended the reception along with
Jonathan’s wife and daughters, senior
members of the RIAS and Linda Fabiani
MSP, Convenor of the Cross-Party Group
on Architecture and the Built Environment
and an Honorary Fellow of the RIAS.
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membership report
Kugathas Kugarahah Glasgow

COuncil regretfully
reported the following
deaths:
Prof Gunter Behnisch hon frias Edinburgh

Council Approved the
Following Transfers to
Retired Fellowship:
William F McKenzie frias (retd) Dundee

James Douglas rias riba Edinburgh

Alan McDonald rias (retd) Glasgow
Norman John Morrow rias (retd) Glasgow
Michael C T Wagner rias (retd) Glasgow

Sean Michael McAlister Dundee
Stephen McCullough Dundee
Paul O’Sullivan Edinburgh
Iga M Panczyna Inverness
Sam Patterson Glasgow
Richard Penny Glasgow

Stephen Garner rias riba Glasgow
George C MacPhee rias riba Dundee

Josh MacPhee Edinburgh

Council Approved the
Following Transfers from
Retired to Full Membership:

Ronan Reid Aberdeen
Euan Russell Dundee
Lyndsey Margaret Sneddon Dundee
James Walinck Edinburgh

Leslie McWatt rias riba Glasgow

Nida Waseem Glasgow

James Ptolomey rias riba Glasgow

Benjamin Watson Edinburgh

Frank Robertson rias riba Aberdeen

Kumtak Wong Glasgow

Council Accepted the
Following Resignations:
John Edward Irvine Edinburgh (Affiliate)
Ronald Murray rias riba Glasgow

Council Approved the
Following Removals for NonPayment (2009 & 2010):
Keith Edwards rias Inverness

Council Approved the
Following Transfers to
Retired:

Council Approved the
Following Reinstatements:

Council Approved the
Following Elections Membership:

Gordon Ross Henderson rias riba Glasgow

Ruari Campbell rias riba Aberdeen

Alan D Johnston rias riba Rest of UK

David Chisholm rias (retd) Edinburgh
Amy Louise Dean rias riba Edinburgh
Jill Hackland rias riba Glasgow

Council Approved the
Following Elections Student Membership:

Fiona Hay rias riba Edinburgh
Kay Kinninmonth rias riba Dundee
Bruce Nicolson Jamieson rias riba Glasgow
Robert Alan Meiklejohn rias riba Inverness

Christine Caird Anderson Edinburgh

Amy Louise Porteous rias riba Glasgow

Darren Baird Glasgow

Gaynor Munro Cooper Ross rias riba

Julio Bros-Williamson Edinburgh

Edinburgh

Laura Cannon Dundee

Sybille Stolze rias Edinburgh

Kenneth S Johnston rias (retd) Stirling

Rory T Dickens Aberdeen

Andrew Francis Sturdy rias (retd)

John G Main rias (retd) International

Adrian Doherty Dundee

Pamela Syme rias Edinburgh

Andrew J Reddish rias (retd) International

Joshua Doyle Glasgow

Hugh Grant Taylor rias (retd) Glasgow

Mark Feeley Glasgow

Catriona Moncur Weir rias (retd) Glasgow

Emma Jane Gibb Aberdeen
William Guthrie Edinburgh
Allison Joy Heron Dundee
Craig Johnston Glasgow
Nicholas Kehagias Edinburgh
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caption competition

Council Approved the
Following Nominations Fellowship:
Adam Dudley frias riba Edinburgh
John M (Jack) Fulton frias riba Dundee
David Ewan Douglas McClean frias riba
Aberdeen

Pictured above is ‘The Minimalist Garden’ by HemingwayDesign at Scotland’s
Housing Expo. Captions are invited – please email smccord@rias.org.uk. At the Editor’s
discretion amusing responses may be printed in the next Quarterly. The wittiest
submission will win a copy of the new RIAS publication on Matt Steele (see page 67 for
review).

last issue’s winner
Ruth Reed PRIBA and A Gordon Smith,
the Convenor of the RIAS Education
Committee, were pictured at the RIAS
APEAS drinks reception for successful
Part III Candidates, held during the RIAS
Convention in Stirling in May 2010.
EAA Chapter President Kenneth
Ralston wins a copy of the RIAS
publication on Matt Steele for his
suggestion; “No you can’t have a bigger
slice.”

corrections to the summer issue of rias quarterly

if you have changed your
home, practice or email
details, please contact sydny
brogan at sbrogan@rias.org.uk

Elder and Cannon Architects Limited’s RIBA award winning project Collier Place was
incorrectly attributed to Reiach and Hall Architects – apologies to all concerned.
It may come as no surprise to learn that the Government is not looking at “how
meditation can be used and applied for.” Petra Biberbach of Planning Aid Scotland told
us “I know that the Scottish Government is looking at how mediation can be used and
applied for” and her words were mangled.
A Gordon Smith became Gordon A Smith in the text for the caption competition.
His correct appellation is re-instated in this issue.
Our book review of Dictionary of Ecodesign stated that its authors are Ken Yeang and
Lillian Woo – the correct attribution is Lillian Woo + Ken Yeang.
There were a number of incorrect pagination references in the Annual Accounts –
apologies for any confusion.
The Editor
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RIAS MEMBERSHIP
member, retired
16% (622)

fellow
4.5% (176)

fellow, honorary
3% (118)

member
58% (2,229)

fellow, retired
5% (205)
student
13% (500)
affiliate
0.5% (18)

membership of the incorporation is about more than just letters after your name.
this article addresses some commonly asked questions.
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Why should I join the RIAS? I am already a
member of ARB.
The RIAS is the public voice of the profession in Scotland and
regularly lobbies parliament on behalf of all its members. We work
to promote architects and architecture for the benefit of all. We
respond to government consultations on important issues such as
planning, health and safety and procurement. The RIAS exists to
act in the interest of our chartered members and through Council
and committees provides many forums for discussion, debate,
participation and involvement.
Adding the ‘RIAS’ suffix to your name and the crest to your
promotional materials promotes confidence in you and your
practice as a member of Scottish architecture’s professional body.
Members of the RIAS can ensure that they are listed in the
RIAS Directory of Architects and the corresponding Online
Directory, both a resource for the public to find an architect.
Members of the RIAS are eligible to enter various awards such
as the RIAS Andrew Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award and
the RIBA Awards.
Members of the RIAS receive discounts for CPD events and
the annual convention – helping to maintain your competence
and counting towards your annual CPD.
As a member, you can also apply to become RIAS accredited in
Conservation and/or Sustainable architecture. This is an individual
accreditation which could well enhance your future job prospects
as well as help your practice win new contracts.

What does the RIAS Council do for its members?
RIAS Council runs the RIAS - a membership organisation run by
and for its members. Council acts in the interests of members,
deliberating on issues concerning the profession, both in a wider,
general sense and on specific issues raised by members. Anything
to do with how the RIAS is run, from membership to creating a new
website, needs to be approved by Council before it can happen.
Council is made up of nationally elected representatives
from RIAS membership, RIAS Chapter reps as well as a RIBA

representative. The ten RIAS committees cover the breadth of
RIAS activity and feed into the President’s Policy Committee (PPC)
and Council to help influence the services provided for members
and the work of the profession. Any member of the RIAS can join
a committee and therefore influence Council. Issues affecting
architects are brought to Council by fellow architects and issues
discussed at Council are taken back to members.

I’m studying architecture but I am not qualified
yet - why should I join the RIAS?
Although Student members do not have the same rights as fully
qualified members, many of the same reasons as outlined in
the answer to question 1 apply. Students are valued members
of the RIAS; they are the new blood of the profession and their
membership helps to give the profession a strong voice.
Students also receive discounts at our specialist bookshop,
the online bookshop and also at RIAS events, including the
annual convention. Attending these events gives students the
chance to rub shoulders with practising architects. The RIAS runs
competitions and awards for architectural students and students
receive free copies of the RIAS Quarterly, a mix of professional and
technical news, interview and features. Student membership of
the RIAS is free.

A colleague in my practice is an RIAS member one is enough in a practice to enjoy the benefits!
Why should I join as well?
Membership of the RIAS will help you throughout your career - it
is about supporting the aims of the Incorporation to benefit the
profession and Scotland. The addition of the suffix ‘RIAS’ or ‘RIAS
RIBA’ confirms your professional standing.
If you are not a member you would not able to attend CPD
and other events at the discounted rate that your colleague enjoys
- you would still need to pay the full rate. You would not be able to
participate and have a say in the work of the Incorporation or your
local Chapter or have voting rights for RIAS Council elections.
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chartered architect // MEMBERSHIP

What is Practice Services?
One of the benefits of RIAS membership is that your practice can
join Practice Services. This is a cost effective way to keep up to
date with all the latest contractual, legal and technical issues. As an
architect, you should maintain your competence in areas relevant
to your professional work. Reading Practice Information can help
you achieve this and will count towards your annual CPD.

I’ve just started in practice and can’t afford
membership.
Demonstrating to clients that you are part of a professional body
governing architects in Scotland will increase their confidence in
you. We know that it takes time to build up a practice so architects
who have been qualified for less than 6 years pay only £241 for joint
RIAS/RIBA membership and £135 for RIAS-only membership.
Remember that we offer flexible payment schedules - £241 over 10
months is only £24.10 per month - far less than most people pay
monthly for their mobile phone service and it’s tax deductable.

I am a member of the RIBA - why should I join the
RIAS as well?

HMRC website: Individuals: http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/incometax/
relief-subs.htm
Practices: http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/paye/exb/a-z/s/subscriptions.
htm

I can’t afford my membership any longer - what
do I do?
We offer flexible payment methods - if a one-off payment is not
possible, you can pay your subscription by Direct Debit over 10
months or split payments with post-dated cheques. Contact the
Membership team and they will be happy to work out a payment
plan that suits you. The RIAS also offers a reduced subscription to
those suffering severe financial difficulties.

What happens when I retire?
RIAS offers free membership for retired members who have
completely ceased practising. Retirees retain most privileges of
RIAS membership. All you have to do is inform us that you have
retired and we transfer your membership to the RIAS Retired
category. Because the RIBA eligibility for retired members differs
from the RIAS, joint RIAS/RIBA members become separate RIASonly and RIBA-only retired members. We can supply advice on
other issues surrounding retirement such as run-on insurance.

There is no joining fee or extra cost to enjoy the benefits of the
RIAS as well as the RIBA. The RIAS has a particular Scottish focus
which is beneficial, especially to architects practising in Scotland.
Why does the RIAS have Honorary Fellows?
I am a member of the RIAS and I live in Scotland why join the RIBA?
For an extra £10 per year, you can enjoy the benefits of both
organisations. Membership of the RIBA is recognised worldwide.

Is my membership fee tax deductable?
There is no tax or VAT on membership subscriptions. Individuals
and practices will get tax relief on professional fees; see links to the
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Offering Honorary Fellowship of the Incorporation is an honour
from our profession to the individual - a way to recognise someone
who has contributed to Scotland through their work in art, science,
literature, business or politics. The Incorporation also recognises
international architectural achievement. Honorary Fellows help to
promote the objectives of the Incorporation.

For further information or to request a
membership form contact SYDNY BROGAN,
sbrogan@rias.org.uk
or telephone 0131 229 7545.
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chartered architect // UPDATES
rias convention 2011
Thursday 12th - Saturday 14th May
The dates for next year’s convention, which will be held in Glasgow,
are Thursday 12th - Saturday 14th May. The main plenary session
on Friday 13th May will be held in the IMAX Cinema at Glasgow
Science Centre.
We are close to finalising an array of international speakers of
the highest calibre and will publish full details in the December
issue. Meanwhile, we advise any RIAS member with an interest
in the leading edge of contemporary urban design or who would
enjoy hearing from and meeting some of today’s grand masters of
architecture to hold these dates.

Architecture + Design Scotland
commonground

Level 2, The Lighthouse, Mitchell Street,
Glasgow, G1 3LX

WHAT’S ON
Our Urban Playground
Gallery 2, Level 2, until Sat 15 Jan 2011
This nationwide project is part of the ‘Architecture for Everyone’
campaign – a partnership between the Stephen Lawrence
Charitable Trust and architectural firm RMJM – which encourages
young people from Britain’s inner cities to consider a career in
architecture and urban planning.
Commonground: Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth
Games
Review Gallery, Level 1, until Sat 15 Jan 2011
This exhibition shows the regeneration project of the
Commonwealth Games in relation to the whole of Glasgow by
showing mapped routes from community venues to proposed
commonwealth venues.
Where We Play 		
Alcove, Level 2, until Sat 15 Jan 2011
Historical and contemporary visuals of where children can (and
can’t) play.

A+DS and RIAS Scottish Student Awards for
Architecture
Circulation space, Level 2, until Sat 15 Jan 2011
The best work of students from all six of Scotland’s Schools of
Architecture. The single focus and high profile of the awards
provides an excellent chance for the public and profession to view
the standard of student work and ideas from Scotland’s most
talented, emerging young architects. (See feature page)
My Perfect Space
Circulation space, Level 2, until Sat 15 Jan 2011
The results of a national art competition which offered Scotland’s
children and young people aged 0-18 the chance to inform
international architects, planners, policymakers and designers
about their perfect place.
The Scottish Government is the principal sponsor of Architecture and Design Scotland’s
programme of architecture and outreach activities based at The Lighthouse.
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OBITUARIES

Prof Günter Behnisch Hon
FRIAS
Prof Günter Behnisch Hon FRIAS died
on 12th July 2010 at the age of 88. Born
in Lockwitz near Dresden in 1922, he
was the son of a teacher. At the outbreak
of World War II, he joined the German
Navy as a submariner, becoming a U-boat
commander by 1945. He subsequently
became a prisoner of war and one of his
fellow prisoners encouraged his interest in
architecture.
Upon his release Behnisch studied
in Stuttgart and after a short period
working for Rolf Gutbrod, set up his
own office in the city. In the early sixties,
Günter Behnisch and Partners earned a
significant reputation for their work in
pre-fabricated concrete, particularly their
schools system. Subsequently the firm’s
competition winning designs for the 1972
Munich Olympics gave the practice an
international reputation.
After the Olympics, the practice
continued to work on school buildings,
distinguished by their angularity and
a palette which added metal cladding
and extensive glazing to the established
structural
and
gestural
concrete.
Subsequent large projects included the rebuilding of the former German Parliament
at Bonn, the Post Museum at Frankfurt
and the Berlin Art School.
Behnisch’s firm was famous for
engaging newly fledged architects
who contributed to the freshness and
inventiveness of the practice’s work over
the decades. Consequently Behnisch’s
office spawned a number of other major
German practices.
Behnisch wrote, lectured, took part
in conferences and was a professor at
Darmstadt for decades. His abiding legacy
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will be a belief in architecture’s social
mission, which was very evident in all of
his many projects.
Alan McDonald RIAS (G)
Alan McDonald was born in 1935. He
attended the High School of Glasgow
then Glasgow School of Art before joining
Honeyman, Jack and Robertson in the
early 1960s. This was when the practice
was very much engaged in major local
authority housing projects, most notably
the Ladywell and Duke Street development
in Glasgow with its three, fifteen storey
slab and two and four storey rows of
tenements, arranged on terraces, climbing
the hill towards the Cathedral. Alan was to
spend more than 30 years with the firm,
latterly as senior partner, running the
business efficiently and diligently.
The Church of Scotland was a key
client of the firm from the 1950s onwards.
Ultimately, Alan looked after this account.
He was in charge of the major restoration
in 1977 of St Andrews in the Square, the
precursor to the more radical restoration
by Nicolas Groves-Raines which converted
the building to its current use as Glasgow’s
Centre for Scottish Culture. A further
Church of Scotland project was Anderston
Kelvingrove Church whose distinctive
pyramidal roof was designed to signal the
comprehensive redevelopment of the area.
Alan was also responsible for a number
of bank projects, including the extensive
restoration of the West of Scotland Trustee
Savings Bank on Ingram Street. A further
major project was the new press halls and
offices for D C Thomson in Port Dundas
Road. He also designed and built his own
home in Drymen - a Scandinavian-modern
style chalet, completed in 1982.

Alan McDonald was a very talented
watercolourist, favouring carefully wrought
studies of the townscape of his adopted
Drymen and the harbour views beloved of
many Scottish landscape painters.
In retirement, he fell in love with
Sarasota in Florida, where he and his family
spent long winters enjoying the sunshine
and the relaxed attitude of the place.
He is survived by wife Val, his son
Donald, daughter Karen and Donald’s
children Summer and Finn.
Norman John Morrow FRIAS (G)
Norman Morrow was born in Glasgow
in 1945. Brought up in Barrhead he was
educated at Paisley Grammar School and
subsequently trained as an architect at
the Strathclyde School. He followed his
architectural studies with a Diploma in
Town Planning, qualifying in 1972.
He spent most of his career in public
practice, ultimately becoming Director
of Property and Construction Services
with Renfrewshire Council. He was also
a visiting tutor at both the Mac and
Strathclyde Schools.
He took early retirement in 1998
and became a consultant working for
North Lanarkshire Council, North
Ayrshire Council, South Tyneside Council
and Dumfries and Galloway Housing
Partnership, among others. He was a
proud member of the RIBA but, according
to his wife, his Fellowship of the Royal
Incorporation gave him particular delight.
A keen church-goer and a highly
respected member of the congregation at
Kilbarchan West Parish Church, where he
served as church architect, Norman also
devoted much of his life to service with
the Samaritans. Characteristically, this
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stanley ross-smith

Archiv Behnisch
Architekten

Günter Behnisch

charitable work was rarely mentioned. He
was fondly recalled by his local Minister as
a man of great good sense, generosity of
spirit and someone with a special talent for
supporting, encouraging and motivating
others.
He was diagnosed with Fibrosis in
March 2009 but faced up to the fifteen
months of his illness with stalwart good
humour.
Norman Morrow is survived by his
wife Sheila, sons Simon and Ross and
grandchildren Finlay, Struan, Oliver, Ben
and Alicia.
Stanley Ross-Smith FRIAS (I)
Stanley Ross-Smith was brought up in
central Edinburgh, attended Edinburgh
Academy and started his architectural
studies at the College of Art in 1938. His
studies were interrupted by the War.
He initially joined the Territorial Army,
encouraged by his tutor, Basil Spence and
Head of School Joe Gleave. They worked
together on gun emplacements at Dalmeny
and Sighthill. In October 1939 Stanley
famously fired upon a German bomber
heading for the Forth Bridge and managed
to disable it. He subsequently joined the
Lancashire Fusiliers and progressed to an
intelligence unit in Egypt and from there
to Greece. He was captured in Athens,
became a prisoner of war, but managed to
escape and ultimately make contact with
a Gurkha Regiment, who initially did not
believe that he was British, presumably
confused by his dulcet Edinburgh tones
and his ragged appearance. Eventually
a British officer, who knew Edinburgh,
was convinced on the basis of Stanley’s
intimate knowledge of the Morningside to
Tollcross tram route.

After his eventful war, Stanley resumed
tertiary education in 1946. In August 1947
he travelled in Norway and Sweden and
in the same year was a finalist for the Tite
Prize and in 1948 a finalist for the Rome
Scholarship. Among his proposers for
RIBA membership in 1948 were Spence
and the Edinburgh city architect EJ
MacRae. Their support suggests that he
was already regarded as an individual with
very significant potential.
From 1948 until the late 1950s
Stanley worked with Alex Esmé Gordon
as, variously, a senior assistant then an
associate. In 1958 he and his colleague,
Ron Jamieson, set up in partnership,
achieving some success with their work on
schools, housing developments, churches,
industrial buildings and hotel and leisure
premises. One regular client was his alma
mater, the Edinburgh Academy, for whom
he designed the dining room wing of the
prep department in 1971 and the dining
hall extension in 1973. Another significant
project was Trinity Academy.
In the late 1960s Stanley was a cofounder of Barony Housing Association
which was set up to provide accommodation
for those recently released from penal or
psychiatric institutions, some of the most
needy in our society, but certainly not an
easy group to work for or a conventional
focus for charitable endeavour. He was also
a founder member and later Chairman of
the Scottish Inland Waterways Association,
fighting for the retention and re-opening
of the Union and Forth and Clyde canals.
He and his wife bought a boat, the Thomas
Telford, moored her at Ratho and used
her for subtle campaigning inviting Councillors, journalists and MPs onboard to
experience canal cruising. In 1979 the

Obituaries which are supplied to RIAS Council
are published in RIAS Quarterly

Thomas Telford was re-launched in Wester
Hailes and Stanley helped organise a
huge pro-canal rally at Harrison Park and
campaigned successfully against the threat
of the A720 leading to the creation of the
Hermiston aqueduct and the Gogar Station
bridge to help ensure the Union Canal
remained navigable.
Always keen on politics, Stanley
stood as a Liberal candidate for Sighthill
in the mid 1970s. His ambition to serve
at Westminster remained unfulfilled.
He was a supporter of the Seagull Trust
from its inception in 1978 and he and his
wife delivered the Trust’s first boat from
England, sailing her as far north as possible
on the canal system. He was fifteen years
the skipper of the Seagull Friday crew at
Ratho, with his wife as first mate. Stanley
was also responsible for the design of the
Seagull Trust’s eight subsequent boats and
their boathouse at Kirkintilloch. His son
Alpin Ross-Smith designed the Trust’s
Falkirk Boathouse and the Ratho Centre
and dock. Stanley was devastated when
Alpin sadly died aged only 42.
Stanley Ross-Smith was an adventurer,
a campaigner and a great charitable
benefactor throughout his life. His retiral
was characteristically peripatetic, starting
at Clovenfords near Galashiels before a
return to Edinburgh and a subsequent
move to Fair Isle. His final retiral
destination was mainland Shetland, where
he lived until his death in February this
year at the age of 90.
Stanley is survived by his wife and
first mate, June, with whom he enjoyed
over 60 years of marriage, his son Patrick,
daughter Caroline and eight grandchildren,
one of whom is currently studying at the
Edinburgh School of Architecture.
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CONTACTING RIAS
To contact RIAS call 0131 229 7545 or fax 0131 229 7545. For general enquiries email info@rias.org.uk

senior management
Neil Baxter Secretary & Treasurer
nbaxter@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Oversight of RIAS policy, governance, business planning
and budgets. Overall responsibility for the Incorporation’s membership services,
Consultancy, Practice Services, accreditation schemes, events, publications, outreach,
political liaison, CPD, educational initiatives and awards.

Sharon McCord Depute Secretary
smccord@rias.org.uk
Joined: January 2008. Editor of RIAS Quarterly, production of internal and external
communications, press and public relations, awards and event management and
marketing. Responsible for online strategy and development, e-bulletins, web
content and RIAS bookshop.

Staff
Sydny Brogan Acting Membership & Consultancy Manager
sbrogan@rias.org.uk
Joined: January 2009. Administration of Membership, RIAS Consultancy, Scottish
Community Projects Fund, Architect in the House, RIBA Awards and the RIAS Clients
Advisory Service.

Charlene Byrne Membership & Consultancy Manager
Joined: March 2002. On maternity leave until January 2011.

Carol-Ann Hildersley Acting PA to the Secretary & Treasurer
childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2010. Management of the Secretary’s schedule, organising travel and
accommodation, handling incoming calls, emails, documentation. Administration
and minuting of committee meetings and Council. Research and assistance on
projects.

Maureen Johnstone Finance & Administration Assistant
mjohnstone@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2003. Support for finance and central services, financial processing
and filing, coordination of internal room bookings and meeting set-ups, assisting
membership, post and mail, management of office recycling.

Marilyn Leishman Receptionist (part-time)
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2009. Dealing with incoming calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, bookshop cover.

Louise McLeod Finance & Administration Manager
lmcleod@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 1986. Responsible for central services function including finance,
audit, salaries, pensions, member pensions, annual contracts, insurances, personnel,
recruitment, membership, staff management, IT, health & safety, the building.

Maryse Richardson Practice Manager
mrichardson@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2003. Manages Practice Services, secretariat support to six RIAS
committees and production of quarterly Practice Information, legal and contractual
queries, maintaining the RIAS suite of Standard Forms and managing dispute
resolution expert panels.

Nicky Regan Senior Bookshop Assistant
bookshop@rias.org.uk
Joined: August 2009. Managing RIAS Bookshop, including sales of architectural
appointments, certificates, administrations forms and up-to-date and archived
building contracts. Telephone, website and direct sale to members and the public of
RIAS publications and a wide range of architectural books.

Sonja Rosendahl Communications and Events Assistant
srosendahl@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2009. Event support and administration, website updates, awards
administration, media monitoring, picture research and RIAS Quarterly book reviews
co-ordinator. Responsible for online Directory of Architects, Special Skills Directory
and job ads.

Lorraine Sutherland Senior Receptionist (part-time)
reception@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2005. Dealing with incoming calls, meeting and greeting, opening and
logging mail for distribution, ordering stationery and monitoring stock, dealing with
suppliers, maintaining press cuttings file, general administration duties.

Kirsty Ward Practice Administrator
kward@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2005. Practice Services support, administers conservation and
sustainability accreditation schemes and the RIAS Energy Design Certification
Scheme, coordinates the e-PI bulletin, Practice Services website updates and online
research.

Lily Office Dog
ldog@rias.org.uk
Joined: March 2008. Works to maintain a stress-free working environment,
occasionally enliven meetings and ensure a focus on the key agenda priorities
(biscuits and sandwiches). Introduces a Zen-like calm by generally wandering about
and sleeping under desks.

ADVISORS
Jack Hugh frias Special Advisor to the Secretary
jhugh@rias.org.uk
Joined: November 2007. Advises on financial matters, collation and drafting of PPC/
Council papers, preparation of agendas; maintenance of 15 Rutland Square, Head of
Certification and manager of RIAS Energy Design Certification Scheme.

Pat Lally hon frias Political Consultant
c/o childersley@rias.org.uk
Joined: June 2008. Liaison with Scottish Government and local authority politicians,
encouraging political participation in CPG and other RIAS events, chairing of RIAS
government committee, external relations with COSLA, STUC and quasi-government
organisations.

Brian Moore Director of Consultancy
bmoore@rias.org.uk
Joined: 1995. Manages all aspects of architectural competitions, deals with
procurement issues for architects and improving procurement in architecture by
ensuring value-based selection procedures in all RIAS Competitions.

John Norman Consultant Accountant
jnorman@rias.org.uk
Joined: April 2008. Annual budget, quarterly accounts, annual statutory accounts for
RIAS charity and RIAS Services Ltd, VAT returns, ledger management/supervision,
RIAS/RIBA membership reconciliations, annual audit, payroll issues, other tax and
financial issues, as required.
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PRODUCTS & SERVICES
proven fire protection for timber
Arch Timber Protection offers a choice
of proven pressure impregnated
fire retardent treatments that allow
timber to be used safely in new build
projects, for both interior and exterior
applications.

Tel 01977 714 000 advice@archchemicals.com www.archtp.com

eleco’s arcon 3d architect software
ARCON 3D Architect Professional by Eleco
Software is a high-end 2D & 3D CAD
application dedicated to designing exteriors
and interiors of buildings. Plans, elevations
and cross section can be rapidly drawn on
screen and then viewed in 3D with a click a
button.
www.3darchitect.co.uk Tel: 0800 988 2438 arconsales@eleco.com

Komfort’s new Confluence™ product
Confluence™ comprises a comprehensive
range of patented pre-cast solid plaster
components. It provides a seamless
finish to a multitude of on-site abutment
requirements, in particular between
gypsum and glass walls.
Komfort Workspace plc, Livingston Tel 0131 661 7010
scotland-sales@komfort.com www.komfort.com

malcolm cochrane photography
Malcolm specialises in interior and
exterior photography, 360 degree
panoramas and interactive flash virtual
tours. He has 15 years experience
working for a wide range of clients and
publications all over Scotland.
Tel 0131 466 6799 Mob 07971 835 065
mail@malcolmcochrane.co.uk www.malcolmcochrane.co.uk

david ingram architectural and art services
An artist/ illustrator producing
detailed, handcrafted watercolour
illustrations from plans or
photographs for visualisation,
marketing or planning purposes.

Mob 07745368576 djingram82@yahoo.co.uk www.dingram.net

ECHOES Ecology Ltd
Echoes Ecology specialise in development projects
where bats, barn owls, badgers and other protected
species need to be considered. Our experienced team
has a track record for the delivery of high quality
survey programmes, reporting, mitigation and
compensation strategies, all of which complying with
recognised guidelines and best practice methodology.
Tel 0870 234 0002 enquiries@echoesecology.co.uk
www.echoesecology.co.uk

Painted and gilded lettering
An Edinburgh-based craftsman specialising in
traditional lettering, gilding and glass gilding.
Working with, amongst others, National Trust
Scotland and National Museums Scotland,
creating craft-based signage solutions for the
built environment.

robinabbey1@gmail.com Mob: 07939 000 831

context interiors
Award winning homeware boutique offering
a unique collection of distinctive furniture,
traditional lighting, mirrors, ironmongery,
classic home accessories, earthborn ecological
paint and inspirational gift ideas. Online shop
now open, or visit us at 79 Morningside Road,
Edinburgh EH10 4AY.
Tel/Fax 0131 447 6384 info@contextinteriors.co.uk www.contextinteriors.co.uk

keith hunter photography
...photographing Scotland’s architecture.
High quality architectural exterior and
interior photography.
Member of Arcaid picture library.

Tel 0141 886 4503 Mob 07831 117980
keith@khp.demon.co.uk www.arcblue.com/keith-hunter/

natty glass
Siobhan Healy is a designer/maker who
works with glass and metal. Clients include
the RIAS, the Scottish Government and North
Lanarkshire Council. She also collaborates
with artists and architects to create glass for
architectural settings. Image of Alloa Public
Library courtesy Alisdair Gray Foundation.
Mob 0790 6543215 (day/eve) mail@nattyglass.co.uk www.nattyglass.co.uk

peace
of
mind

For indemnity cover that offers complete peace of mind,
make RIAS Insurance Services part of your plans.
For further information contact:
Ian McCallum
RIAS Insurance Services
Orchard Brae House
30 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh
EH4 2HS
Tel:
0131 311 4292
Fax:
0131 311 4280
Email: ian.mccallum@marsh.com

RIAS
Insurance Services

